Lichess




Vol. LXXII 1998 No.2

THE WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION

REGISTERED UNDER THE CHARITIES ACT 1960- No 206184
Founded in 1919

Headquarters, WRAC Association, AGC Centre, Worthy Down SO21 2RG
Tel: General Secretary
Tel/Fax: 01962 887570
ATN (727) 2570

PATRON
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER

PRESIDENT
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUCHESS OF KENT, GCVO

VICE-PRESIDENT
Brigadier H G MEECHIE, CBE

COUNCIL OF THE ASSOCIATION

Chairman: Brigadier H G Meechie, CBE
Vice-Chairman: Colonel A Clissitt
Life Vice-Presidents of Council: Brigadier E J Nolan CB

Colonel C E Hammond CBE
Miss M M Thomson TD

General Secretary: Mrs F M White
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs A H S Matthews
Editor of Association Magazine: Fiona White
Editorial Team: Val Trout  Sue Westlake

Maurice Mager  Andrea Denham  Eleanor Bowles
Typists: Lauren Fletcher

ATS and WRAC Benevolent Funds, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester SO21 2RG

Tel: Direct (01962) 887612 or 887478
Tel: ATN (727) 2612

Chairman of Trustees: Brigadier H G Meechie, CBE
Chairman of Grants Committee: Lieutenant Colonel M W Soames MBE
Case Secretary: Mrs A H S Matthews

Cover Photographs
Front Cover Back Cover
Best Wishes ATS Galaxy of Stars
Courtesy Caralou Marquet,
Long Beach NJ USA

QHN Member of the Association of Service Newspapers

Contributions for next issue by 16 OCTOBER 1998

Published by the W.R.A.C. Association, Worthy Down, Winchester, SO21 2RG, and printed in Great Britain byCommercial Press Plc,
25 Recreation Road, Guildford, GUI IHQ. Distributed by Keywords Direct, Unit 36, Stephenson Road, Totton, Southampton, SO40 3YD.
Sole Advertisement Agents: Combined Service Publications Limited, PO Box 4, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7LR.



CONTENTS
Editorial ... 87
Officers’ Luncheon ... 88
Officers’ DmngrDFCompressorFreeVersmn89
WOSs’ And SNCOS’ DINNEr ...ccocuvviiiiiiiieiecncee e niiee e e 90
WRAC Luncheon Club .........cccccomniiiiiiiniicece, 91
ATS DINNEr ClUbD ....oooviiiiiiic e 92
Cardiff 2000..... ..o, 93
T REBUNIONS ...t e 95
AG COrps DAy .....ooiiiiiiiiee e 96
LEMErS .o 97
Letters From Abroad ...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiniie e 104
POBMS ... 107
SO et 109
Are The Barracks Still Standing?.........ccoccceeeiivnniiiiiinn, 113
Life After The WRAC ..o, 116
SHOMES oo 119
MEMOTIAIS ... 131
Where Are YOou NOW? ..o, 136
GUNNET COMEN ... 146
Rosemary Perry Retires........ccoocoiiiiicree e, 149
Branch News ... 150
Weddings ..o e 173
ODIUATIY .t 177
EDITORIAL

This will be my last issue as Lioness Editor. | have
thoroughly enjoyed the pleasure of putting the magazine
together and reading the large numbers of articles
submitted by the many contributors. Through Lioness |
have made many friends. Please continue to support my
successor and | am sure Lioness will go from strength to
strength.

Meanwhile, there are lots of proforma to be filled in and
articles to be read.

My thanks for your support.
BRIGADIER ANNE FIELD

Brigadier Anne Field thanks most warmly, the Association
Branches and members who generously contributed to her
farewell present. As there were so many contributors she
hopes you will forgive her for not writing to each and every
one individually.

LETTER FROM GENERAL SIR JEREMY MACKENZIE KCB
OBE ADC GEN - SENT TO BRIGADIER (RETIRED)
H G MEECHIE CBE

Dear Helen,

You will be aware that when the Adjutant General's Corps was
formed in 1992 we inherited the original eight members of our
Regimental Council from the antecedent Corps. My
appointment was previously, of course, Colonel Commandant
WRAC and the Deputy Colonels Commandant, with the
exception of Anne Field who had been Deputy Controller
Commandant, WRAC, were Colonels Commandants of their
Corps. Their numbers included Colonel Commandant MPSC
and two Colonels Commandant RAEC.

in 1993 the council was reduced to five members, the Colonel
Commandant and one member for each branch of the Corps.
However, the council anticipated that during the Corps’
formative years there would be a need for a senior female
member to act as “Female Focus’ representing the interests of
female officers and soldiers throughout the Corps. We were
fortunate that you were able to take up that appointment. For
convenience, and because the greater number of females were
employed in SPS Branch, your appointment was listed under
that branch. The appointment of Chief of Staff to the Adjutant
General as Assistant Colonel Commandant was introduced
later when the Director General post was disestablished in order
to maintain a serving two-star influence on the management of
the Corps.

The Corps is well into the seventh year of its life and three
council members, including yourself, are approaching the end of
your tenures, It is widely acknowledged that, although there is
still work to be done, the integration of women into the Corps
has been a major success story, and it was for this reason that
at its meeting on 1 May 98 the Council agreed that there was no
longer a need for Female Focus; it is generally felt that there are
sufficient female officers in responsible positions to represent
female concerns in the future. It was therefore decided not to
seek a replacement for you when your tenure expires in July this
year.

The Regimental Councit acknowledged, however, that there will
be a need to keep alive the essential link between the Corps
and the WRAC, particularly because the WRAC as an
antecedent Corps is not represented in the branch structure. It
was proposed that this link should be maintained on a regular
basis through the Regimental Colonel’s and Regimental
Secretary’s contacts with the General Secretary of your
Association, being co-located at Worthy Down, and on a more
formal basis, when required, between the Colonel Commandant
AGC and the Vice President/Chairman of the WRAC
Association Council. | suggest that we should leave it up to the
Regimental Executive Committee AGC and your General
Secretary to decide what practical steps must be taken to
maintain the link. It has been suggested, for example, that your
Association might be represented on the Board of Trustees of
the AGC Museum in due course and this we shall pursue
further.

| should be most grateful, if you are happy with this
arrangement, if you would inform your council and members. |
for my part will arrange to inform the serving officers and soldiers
of the Corps and will emphasise that the new structure reflects
the Corps achievements towards the integration of women and
in no way diminishes the importance we place on our links with
the WRAC or on the part women play, in the future of the Corps.
I shall also, of course, ensure through General Paul Bray that
the decision to reduce SPS Branch representation on the
council is properly understood in the branch.

Yours Jeremy.
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Officers’ Lunch

OFFICERS’ BRANCH LUNCHEON
The annual mgelgr% gqg\@%‘% |csesr(s?’r ral;% XethI%AC

Association will take place in the Winchester Room of the
Officers’ Mess, AG Corps Centre at Worthy Down
Winchester on Saturday 19 September 1998.

The meeting will assemble mid-morning for coffee. This will
be followed by a talk from a serving officer and an
opportunity to ask questions.

Pre-lunch drinks will consist of an initial drink included in the
overall price. After that a cash bar will be operated.

Lunch will be In the old Ante-Room of the Officers’ Mess.
Wine will be served with the meal.

Inclusive price for morning coffee, pre lunch drink, lunch
with wine will be £15.00.

Please send your cheque for £15.00 made out to WRAC
Association with the application form below and an sae for
return of your ticket.

Please apply no later then Tuesday 1 September 1998.
CLOSING DATE TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 1998
TO: WRAC Association HQ

AGC Centre
Worthy Down, Hants SO21 2RG

I wish to attend the Officers’ Lunch on Saturday 19
September 1998.

My car details are:
Make:........coceevnne Colour: ...cccovcevnnenn. Reg NoO: ....oceviiee
I enclose a cheque for £15.00 for the lunch.

| enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for my receipt
and ticket.

CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO
WRAC ASSOCIATION PLEASE

OFFICERS’ LUNCHEON

Please note that the Officers’ Mess is undergoing
renovation and a certain amount of disruption has been
caused. Coffee will be served in the Winchester Room and
lunch in the main ante-room where we met last year. Lt Col
Isobel McCord has kindly agreed to update us on Equal
Opportunities in Today’s Army.
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‘Army Padres and Women
Chaplains’ Assistants

Please could anyone who served as a
Chaplains’ Assistant, and Officers and
ATS Service women who had contact
with Chaplains’ Assistants and Padres
during the Second World War, write to
me and assist with the research | am
doing towards a PhD. If you know
anyone else who may be able to
comment on the work of chaplains,
please draw their attention to my
request. | am investigating the
relationship between soldiers and
chaplains that developed during the
war. Usually this relationship was
close and supportive, but occasionally
there were tensions and
disagreements. During WW2,
chaplains trained at Chester Teacher
Training College, this institution has
now become University College
Chester where | work.

Please write to
Alan Robinson,

Dept of History,
University College Chester,
Cheyney Road,
Chester, CH1 4BJ,

or phone me on 01244 341088

L) ) K U »
) (J
UK. MADE OLIVE ’ ‘ B/ B/ A P
GREEN T-SHIRTS o Y O ‘TE.E.S.'ZI'..OTAL ONTA
HUNDREDS OF High St,Wootton Bassett,
EMBROIDERED Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
STOCK DESIGNS TEL: (01793) 849888

AVAILABLE.

FAX: (01793) 849890



Officers’ Dinner

WRAC OFFICERS’ DINING CLUB

At the final mdothl FREVPESESOE HaLe Y elsion,

form a WRAC Officers Dining Club was floated and met
with considerable support. Two years on, the club was
formed and continues to this day.

The aim of the club is to hold one dinner each year,
normally in Autumn. To date, three dinners have been
held. The inaugural dinner was held at the Army and Navy
Club in London on 14 October 1995. The second dinner
was held at the Stakis Hotel, in York, on 19 October 1996.
The third dinner in November 1997 at the Army and Navy
Club. The fourth dinner will also be at the Army and Navy
Club by popular request.

The WRAC Officers’ Dining Club currently has a
membership of 200 and is open to anyone who held a
commission in the WRAC or WRAC TA.

The club has to be self supporting financially and an initial
subscription of £5.00 is required to help cover basic
administrative expenses.

If you are not a member and wish to join, please complete
the proforma below and return it to me, with your initial
subscription, by 14 September 1998.

WRAC OFFICERS’ DINING CLUB

Lt Col (Retd) V E Trout
Maybank

28 London Road
Amesbury

Wilts

SP4 7DY

| support the idea of a dining club and wish to join. My
cheque for £5.00 made payable to WRAC Officers’ Dining
Club is enclosed.

| would like to make the following suggestions in respect of
possible venues or other related matters:

| would like to attend the dinner on 31 October 1998
(delete if not applicable).

TEL NO: e
RANK/TITLE ..ot

RETURN BY 14 SEPT 1998 PLEASE.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

OF THE WRAC ASSOCIATION

To the General Secretary
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
AGC Centre,

Worthy Down,

Winchester,

Hampshire SO21 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a

Life (£30) Member and enclose £....................
Annual (£5)
Date.....ccccovieiiiiiiiee, Signature.........ccocccvveeenn.

Subscriptions include “LIONESS”
(Please complete in Block Letters)

SUMAaME ...oooveeeeeeeee e Miss/Mrs/Ms ........
Christian NamMeS........coo vt

Address for Correspondence ............cocceeeeicceeeinnene.

Telephone ..o

Units during Service ............cccoieiiiiiiiiiicen e,

Surname when Serving ..o,

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number ...............

(Please strike out whichever is not applicable)

Last Rank held (Present Rank if still serving)...........
Date of Enrolment ................ Date of Release..........
Decorations .........oooieeiiiee e,




WOs' and SNCOs’ Dinner

Wos' and SMCOs' Dinner - Friday E-Il March 1598

POTPE ompressor Free Version

It iz with great pleasure and refief (PHEW?) that | can report
on the second WRAC WOs and SNCOs' Dinner which took
place at the WOs' and 5GTs" Mess, Beaconsfield on Friday
20 March 1938. To mark the occasion, an official
phatograph was taken with our Guests of Honour, Brigadier
Anna Fleld and Lt Col Sus Westlake,

Then it was back to the Mess for pre-dinner drinks. This
was an ideal opporhunsty for Brgadier {Retd) Fld to be re-
introduced to cld friends and colleagues. The evening had
an excellent atmosphere hroughoul even though a few
invited guests failed to appear! I was commented on, and
hopalully the altendance al next year's dinner will producs
an even greater attendance.

During dinner, the wine flowed, the laughier was infechous
and evenyone seemed to be gelting on tamously, almost as
if ime had stood shll in some cases. lsn'l it funny how what
was only an idea two years previously, has now
matenalized into an anneal event? Lel’s hope this conlinuas
for many years 1o come.

The after dinner speeches were given, in pariicar,
Brigadier Fiald mentionad how pleased she was 1o see such
a resplendent table complete with frisnds who had at some
time, baen assocaled with ber in one way or ancther, Tha
respanss was wall received by all but something gave me
the impression that this was nol going o be a ‘guie
eveaning . The next move was 1o prove succassiul,

on hearing "Honoured Guests, Ladies, let's retine 10 e bar',
everyone enthusiastically [eft the table in order to continue
their conversalions within the bar and rumour has it that
W1 {REM) ME Simon was heard Io say 'the bar will stay
ocpen for as long as I'm here! Well, If thal wasnt a
challenge, then my name s Anneka Rica. Consequentty,
the evening then umed nbo early momdng for some,  How
nice to sea that some fradiions have nod died.. 1

Finally, | would like 10 say a ‘big thank you' to all those who
attended amd from the complimentary letiers, carda and
flowers received, it seems avervone had a anioyable lirma.

et yvaar's dinnes which will be organised by WO2 [S08MS)
Mancy Thome. The date for youwr dianes s Saturday 13
March 1999 and the location will be the WOs' and SGTs
Wess Worthy Down Winchester. bMore detgils 1o fallow.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

REMEMEER TO PAY FOR 1952 BY FRIDAY 13TH
MOVEMBER 1958,

H yiou wish 1o pay by Direct Debil Please contach:
brs Sue Myers at Headquarters
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WRAC WOs" AND SHNCOs" DINMER MIGHT

THE NEXT WRAC WOs' AND SNCOs' DINNER MIGHT
IS TO BE HELD OM SATURDAY 13 MARCH 1999 AT
THE SGTS MESS WORTHY DOWRN.

IT IS HOPED THAT THE MESS CAPACITY OF 120
PEOPLE SEATED AT DINNER WILL BE FULLY
UTILISED FOR THIS PRESTIGIOUS FUNCTION.

ACCOMMODATION IS AVAILABLE TO THOSE
ATTENDING. THE APPROXIMATE COST WILL BE
AROUND £20 - £25 (TBC)

THE GUEST OF HONOUR FOR THE EVEMING WILL BE
MAJOR A MASKENS MCINTYRE, ACCOMPANIED BY
LT COL 5 WESTLAKE,

S0 WOULD YOU PLEASE PASS THE WORD ARQUND
AS IT PROMISES TDO BE A GREAT EVEMING.

TO REGISTER FOR THE DINMER MIGHT THE
CONTACT I5:

WOZ2 (SQMS) THORNE
CSM PS WING
CVHO AGC
WORTHY DOWMN
WINCHESTER
HANTS
5021 2RG

TEL 01962 887305 (CIVIL) 727 2305 (MIL)

WHAC W' and SNCOs" Dinmer
Fricoy 2tk Morch 1058

ftrr:
Keren Lofted, Trocy Toda, Sendee Ellioce, Leaile Troeftlon,

Mo Green, Ssgt Avril Lover, Sgt Karen Ellums, WO2 Norcy
Thorne, Sage Koren Smuth, Capt Lisa Tiwidd, Bt Linde Munadory,
Sazr Dawe Bogoall, WO2 Ma! Tibdite, WO Elane S,
ek Murphy,

Centre:
Linde Frawr, Woria Powell, & Muchell, Sve Toplor, Bowe Merphy,
June Roymer, Sgt Juns Righy, Sandy Barcilay
Wik Heler Steighitbdome, WO G0 Croas, Asgrie Hirailiar,
trll Rich, June Shefion,

Feoni:

Agrees Doig, Naney Miller, doan Grimsdon, Betdy Groen,
Sagrs Julie White, BrigiReta? A Fiela, WOl (REM ME S,
L Cof B Westfake, Sayt Argic Hopeaell, Lrere Heall
Capd Liz Lawrenee.



WRAC Luncheon/Dinner Club

I would like to attend the second WRAC Luncheon/Dinner which is to be held at Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford, on Saturday
3 October 19 eekend package includes; .
PP CERPIE885F e WeT sion

Friday 2 October 1998 Saturday 3 October 1998

Informal Table D’Hote Dinner - Conference facilities plus tea or coffee
Potters Restaurant WRAC Dinner - Tillington Suite

Bed And Full English Breakfast Bed and Full English Breakfast

Full use of all leisure facilities which includes gym/swimming pool, sauna, jacuzzi/sun beds etc

The cost of the above weekend is £90 per person sharing a Twin Bedded Room and £100 per person in a single Room. The
allocation of 60 rooms is for a limited period only.

*Guests, who are not WRAC, will be able to enjoy the same menu as the WRAC Dinner, on Saturday evening, but in
the Potters Restaurant. Members who wish to attend the WRAC Dinner only - the cost is £20. **CLOSING DATE 5
SEPTEMBER 1998**

Fuil Name: Mrs/Miss/Ms/Rank

Address:

Postcode: Telephone No:

Maiden Name: Lclub Membership No:

Army Serial No: Date Enlisted:

Accommodation Required: Single Room () Twin Bedded () Double Room ()
Smoking () Non Smoking ()
Disabled Facilites () Willing To Sf\are ()

WRAC Dinner Only: Yes () No () **please tick options

Special Dietary requirements: Vegetarian/DiabetiC €1C ...

(Please State)

Name Of GUEST - T @PPHICADIE .......cooiiii e e ettt et e e e e tbe et e e et et e e e e aast et e e e e e saraaa s emreeeesananaeeeeann
(State any special needs they may have etc)

| enclose a £20 cheque as a deposit for the weekend of Dinner Only Package*. ()
I enclose a stamped addressed envelope for my receipt, ticket, hotel information etc ()
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE ‘WRAC LUNCHEON CLUB’
Signed: .o s DAl oo e
Return completed form to: Mrs Ann Deakin, ‘Cobblestones’, 2 Chesham Road, Stafford, ST16 3JP. Telephone: 01785

249992 A copy of the WRAC Luncheon/Dinner Club application form can be found on page 9 of No1 Issue of the Lioness
1998 or can be obtained from the above address.

WRAC Register

Since starting the Register in 1995 | have received a number of applications from ATS ladies at home and abroad. | am
very sorry but | do not have the manpower to create another Register for ATS ladies. Due to volume | am unable to
include them in the WRAC Register. If anyone out there would like to undertake the task of an ATS Register then please
let me know.

Ann Deakin
01785 249992

N



ATS Dinner Club

ATS DINNER CLUB.

PDF Compressor Free Version

In September 1938 the Auxiliary Territorial Service was
formed and became part of the regular Army during
World War 2 playing a vital role by providing Cooks,
Orderlies, Clerks, Drivers, manning Anti-Aircraft Guns
and Searchlights etc.

This year 1998 sees us celebrating 60 years of
formation.

The ATS Dinner Club meet annually for a Luncheon on
normally the first Saturday in October and this year we
will be meeting in Birmingham on Saturday 3 October
1998 and celebrating 60 years in our own special way.

We would like to see as many ex-ATS there as possible,
we come from all walks of life from all over the world, so
if you would like to meet up with old Comrades and talk
over your experiences of World War 2 and beyond,
please contact Mrs M Rogers 103 Lion House Road,
Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 2SE, the Ticket
Secretary. If you enjoy coming and would like to
become a member of the Dinner Club we will put you in
touch with the Membership Secretary.

The Luncheon will be held at the Albany Hotel,
Birmingham.
(Which is quite near to New Street Station, Birmingham).

Menu - Tomato, Basil and Lentil Soup.
Slow Roast Breast Chicken, Mushrooms, Onions
in a White Wine Sauce.

Chocolate Rum Truffle
Coffee And Glass Of Wine.

The cost of the Luncheon is £18.50 for members and
£19.50 for non-members.

The Hotel will be open from 12 noon for funch at 1pm.
So please come and keep the comradeship and

friendship of those 60 years alive. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Marguerite Fellows.

A.T.S. DINNER CLUB
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME (Stating MRS, MISS or RANK)

FIRST NAMES

ADDRESS

SERVICE IN THE ATS From:

To:
NAME WHEN SERVING IN THE ATS
ARMY NUMBER
LAST RANK HELD IN THE ATS
DECORATIONS
To: The Membership Secretary, ATS Dinner Club
Mrs D.l. Brookes
99 Meadow Road
Nunts Park
Coventry CV6 4GW

| wish to join the ATS Dinner Club and enclose:

*either one/two or three years subscription

£2 per year or £5 for 3 years 5.
or LIFE Membership subscription at £10...............

Entrance Fee must always be included £ 1.00

CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDER/CASH
ENCLOSED £

Cheques and Postal Orders to be made payable to:
“ATS Dinner Club”

*delete item not applicable

SIGNATURE .........ccccveecimrreccce.
A stamped addressed envelope would be appreciated

CAN YOU HELP?

Alison Schofield had her handbag stolen the South of France. It contained her Diary and Address book, in
which she had written the names and addresses of several Members who approached her at the AGM at the
Victory Club asking for details of the South Area Reunion (Aldershot 23 August 1998) and Branch Dinner
(Hook 20 October 1998). If you were one of these please ring her on 01 252 714083
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Cardiff 2000

CARDIFF 2000

There are minP Koe@MPESSOITRIes VeESigM eq

here is from the top end of the market and these have
been earmarked especially for our Reunion at a special
price.

There are smaller hotels and B&Bs, not so near to the
centre which cannot be block booked until 2000 when the
prices will undoubtedly be higher.

For all information about accommodation please contact.

CARDIFF MARKETING

01222 6677773

\(ls Cardiff Tourist
kil Information Centre
Cardiff Centrat Station, Central Square,

Cardiff GFY 1QY Phone: (01222) 227281
Fax: (01222) 239162
Hours:

6.30, Wed-5at 9-5.30, Sun 104
: Jose at 5 30)

AV 117 PIEMD3 OUnY

YOURIST ' 2
linFoRmMATION 42
& CENTRE =

OVERSEAS LIFE MEMBERS

Now that the despatch of the Lioness magazine has been
taken over by a distribution company from January 1998
it is only possible to operate a one tariff postal system.

It will therefore be necessary to request an annual
contribution of £3.50 to help with the cost of posting.
Members who previously received the magazine by

airmail have already been advised of the balance on their
airmail account.

WRAC Association - Grand Reunion
CARDIFF - April 2000

Friday 7 April - Sunday 9 April 2000
ACCOMMODATION RESERVATION FORM

Cardiff Marketing acting on behalf of the WRAC
Association, has secured accommodation at
advantageous rates for all involved in the WRAC
Association Reunion.

HOTEL SELECTED FROM OVERLEAF

1 Choice 2 Choice 3 Choice
ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED

No. No. No.
Single Rooms Twin Rooms Double Room

Please List room occupant hames

V- T 1 1= Y
ADDRESS ... cieimiiirermniiiiiessssienmnss s s e e ns s ra i aannsa e rnanmnanas
CITY o COUNTRY. .....ccee.... POSTCODE..............
TELEPHONE NO ....coceervvvieriireenenees FAX NO.cooerecrreeeeceeean

To reserve your accommodation, please complete this
form and send to Cardiff Marketing Ltd together with a
10% deposit. Payment must be made in sterling by one
of the following methods: Visa, Amex, Diners Club,
Mastercard or Cheque payable to Cardiff Marketing Ltd.
Written confirmation of your booking will be forwarded
to you together with a voucher to be presented to the
hotel on arrival.

If paying by credit card:
Name & initials
(o] T o= 1« Expiry Date..............

L0221 o 1N Lo

Send your completed form, no later that Monday 20
March 2000, to Hotel Reservations,

Cardiff Marketing Ltd,

Oliver House,

16/17 High Street,

Cardiff,

Wales CF1 2AX

Telephone No 01222 667773 - Fax No 01222 377653
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Cardiff Marriott Hotel
De Luxe

Centrally located in the colourful Cafe Quarter, 5 minutes from
Cardiff Intematlﬁ’%l% zga Theatres andﬁMuse , this stylish

air conditioned QURPRARG MCiktiEE eyl @Targe

leisure club. Spacious bedrooms have one or two double beds

and offer all the extras you would expect from one of the worlds

favourite hotel groups.

City Centre.

£158.00 Single

£108.00 Sharing

Jurys Marriott Hotel
Highly Commended

A warm welcoming hotel situated opposite Cardiff International
Arena, in the heart of the capital city. Extensive shopping,
entertaining and attractions are within strolling distance.

City Centre.

£127.50 Single

£93.50 Sharing

Quality Friendly Hotel
Highly Recommended

Close to the junction of the M4 and the A470 on the northemn
edge of the city, this modern hotel lies in the shadow of the
fairytale castle - Castle Coch. Facilities at the hotel includes
carvery restaurant, friendly bar and a relaxing leisure club.
FOUR MILES FROM CITY CENTRE.

£156.50 Single

£101.50 Sharing

The Park Thistle Hotel
De Luxe

Situated in the heart of the city on the edge of the shopping
precinct, within walking distance of all facilities, 10 minutes walk
from Cardiff Intemational Arena. Built in 1883, the hotel recalls
an era of Victorian opulence. The park is spacious and elegant.
City Centre.

£199.50 Single

£139.00 Sharing

Cardiff Bay Hotel
Highly Recommended

Strategically located for both Cardiff Bay and the City Centre, 5
minutes walking distance of the Cardiff International Arena.
City Centre.

£195.00 Single

£120.00 Sharing

Riverbank Hotel

Commended

Family owned and operated. Recently refurbished. Situated in
the heart of the City and only 5 minutes walk from the Cardiff
International Arena and central bus and railway stations. Secure
car parking, licensed bar and restaurant.

City Centre.

£93.00 Single

£69.00 Sharing

Forte Posthouse - City

Commended

Modem three-star hotel located in the heart of the city opposite
Cardiff Castle, Bute Park and River Taff. Within 5 minutes walk

94

from the Cardiff International Arena, arts and theatrical venues.
Offers free car parking to residents.

City Centre.

£136.00 Single

£96.00 Sharing

Cardiff Moat House
Highly Recommended

Four miles east of the city centre, the Cardiff Moat House offers
superbly appointed bedrooms, a popular carvery restaurant and
bar. To complete the picture, the hotel boasts a first rate leisure
club with swimming pool.

FOUR MILES FROM CITY CENTRE.

£134.00 Single

£114.00 Sharing

Forte Posthouse - M4
Commended

Positioned on the western side of the city this three star hotel
places an emphasis on creating an atmosphere of welcome and
informality. Facilities including health club with swimming pool.
FIVE MILES FROM CITY CENTRE.

£126.00 Single

£86.00 Sharing

Lincoln House Hotel
Commended

Privately owned family run hotel offering high quality personal
service. The Victorian house has retained its original features
and atmosphere. Conveniently situated in a select area, within
easy reach of the city. Regular bus service into city.

ONE MILE FROM CITY CENTRE.

£115.95 Single

£84.95 Sharing

The Central Hotel
Approved

Situated close to train and bus stations, within 2 minutes walking
distance of Cardiff International Arena

City Centre.

£109.50 Single

£69.50 Sharing

Holiday Inn Express

Newly built hotel adjacent to junction 30 of the M4 motorway All
rooms have tea/coffee making facilities, satellite TV in-room
movies, hair dryer and direct dial telephone. The hotel has no
bar but is adjacent to a Big Steak House. Continental breakfast
only.

SIX MILES FROM CITY.

£126.00 Single

£106.00 Sharing

Campanile Hotel
Commended

A comfortable, friendly hotel situated three miles from the city
centre. Separate from the accommodation is a Bistro restaurant
and bar featuring daily French specials plus Hors d'ceuvres
buffet.

THREE MILES FROM CITY CENTRE.

£79.45 Single

£49.50 Sharing

The rates given above are per person and inclusive of a week-
end delegate rate for 2 nights bed and breakfast, with Dinner
and VAT.



Reunions

Reunion - Royal Army Pay Corps

Al ladies whoBRENBCOMPEesspr-Liree, Yo sigiya,

years and afterwards,

Thare is o be a Dinner at the Moat House Hotel Wess
Brommwich,

For furiher information contact
Jahn Hudson
Low Well House
Leow Well Park
Wheldrake
ork
¥ BAF

Tel: 01904 448575

London Area Reunion.
Luton Branch will host the annual reunion this year to be
held in Luten {Town Centre) on Salurday 12 Saptember
1908, Al are welzome,
Tickets £10, Please contact:
Mark Evans, 15 Laburmuwm Grove, Luton, LUS 20W

Telephone 01582 617313

LONDON AREA WELDOMES YOur

Stetia Kreogh, Eifern Carter, London Area Chairmea,
Dvrnthy Feater London Brarch Chatrman
Evn Eltiaon, London Berneh Secrptary

Wales And The West Area Reunion 1999

To be held at the Dakley Centra, Crews, On the 18
September 1993,

Further information will be avallable from Movember 1998,

E Francis,
Area Secrelary,

SCOTTISH A.G.M. AND REUNION.
The Scottish Annual General Meeting and Reunion will be
held on Saturday 24 Ociober 1998 at:

Block 25
Badford Barracks
Colimton
Edinburgh

Fram 1tam - 4pm

Members wishing o attend should contact their Branch
secretary.

Morth East Area Reunion 1998,

The Reunion will be hekd on Saturday 19 Sepiember 1908,
To be held at

Park Hatel

Grand Parade

Tynemouth
Tickets £12.00 from Mrs G.Friday, 25 Murton Grove,
Billingham TS22 5AZ
Telephone 01642 556101
Reception from 11.30am, three coursa lunch lollowed by
entertalnment.

TAUNTON 1965 - 1967

Mrs C Hamison, 8 Newbuem Avenue Blackley, Manchestar
M92 LD, is organising a reunion for anyone who sarved in
Taunton 1965-1967 in the Signals.

Please contact her af the above address,

Snowdon House, 46 River Street, Rhyl, LL18
1PT Telephone: (01745) 331786

Wi454215 Sue De Barr (Mrs Roberls) runs tha
abowve Licensed Guest Housa. She ks offaring
registered Two Crowns Tourist Board
accommodaton with Tull or half board.
Snowdon House |s three minutes from the sea,

shops and amusements, Ex WRAC wha book
accommadation will recsive a discount.

Ann Deakin




AG Corps Day

A G CORPS DAY 19597

alean Trowhridge REME Denham, Resemary Perry

AL Corps Dy 10897

Please nntli ,Tﬁt next Corps Day will in 19048,
ompressor Free Vﬂ rsion

Royal Cambridge Home
RESIDENTIAL CARE IN RETIREMENT & LATER YEARS
Situsted near 1o Hampion Court Palace, the Home
% beautifully appointed within its own grounds. Founded in
18351 for the widows of soldiers we can now welcome mto
the Home thase women who have themselves served m the
Army andior the Army Nursing Services and Nursing
Yeomanry. An enhanced quality of hife in retirement
awaits you In a safe, manageable and comfortable

environment. For further desails and a brochure

plegse call or write e

The Superintendent, Royal Cambridge Home,
2184 Hurst Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT 94H

Telephone (0181) 979 3758
Regismered Charity Mo 225674

AGM AND
CATHEDRAL
SERVICE,
GUILDFORD

17/18 APRIL 1999

Meals and accommodation al the University of
Surray will cost £40.00 (includes B & B, lunch,
evening meal, coffes and tea).

We need an idea of numbers wishing
accommodation, by 30 Septermber 1902,

Please return proforma as soon as possible if
wou wish to provisionally book ovemsght
aocommadation.

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERS

I woukd lie to provisionally book owvemight
accommodation.

PRISTODIE! - e soimmmrswns v s psstes s siamaonss
BT LRI : e i bt sirmi s s i i s

96




Letters

LETTERS PAGE
Ladies pleasp B5F (U0 AP fo iy Rrdever sk of

Daar Editor

A strange coincidence im 1997 Noi |ssue of ‘our magazine'.
A photo of a small group of ladies in York. One had my
maidan name of Favell - a8 her maiden sumame, | wiole
and we both agreed we had never bumped into any Favells
in our 4 years wartime service, Both our forebears hail from
the zame area of Bedfordshire 2o somewhere along the
11 1= BEa——

It was rather like meeting an ald friend and we bath did the
same wirk in the Army too!

Margarel Craremer
Viva Neuva

2 Moon Ridge
MNewport Park
Topsham Road
Exeter

Daar Editor

How saddened | was to read in the Lionass of the death of
Enid Cox, | served with her In 305 Bn WRAC/TA. She was
a respacted and well liked RSM After leaving the WHRALC in
1863 | used to look forward to meeting her at the reunions
arsd ATS Luncheons where she was popular and always
surrounced by friends, Sometimes | was 1he ondy member
from Hull, but | always gol a wealcoma from Enid o join her
and har sister.

Reunions will mever be the same again for me,

| treasure the memories of the 1997 ATS’ Luncheon, | was
there with a fnend and we siayed for the weekend at tha
Grownd Hotel (Butling) and who should we mest there but
Enid who was on her own, This was unusual as she was
usually at the Viclory Club. We joined her and talked about
Army |ife well into the night.

Enid Cox Blackpao! 19587

)

We knew she was very ill but that night she showed no
signs of it, she was her brght and cheerful self and dare
| say it, her funny side too. We got up early the next
maorning 1o wave her off in a taxi and a promise 1o meaet
at the next reunion.

May | offer my sincere condolences to her sister as | do
not know her sister's address. | hope to see her sister
at Ipswich Barracks, York in August.

The enclosed photo i3 of Enid marching at Blackpool
1997,

Mrs M Kirby (W/32B82 Sgi Redmaore)
118 Westcolt Streed

Huli

HUS 8LZ

The enclosed photograph was 1aken on recent visit to the
Canal Zone, Egypt, organised by the Suez Veterans'
Azzociation.

Oiive was a telephonist at GHOQ telephone exchange, as
I was. 3he was a friendly girl with a warm personality.

| would like relatives and friends 1o know that tha Bilitary
cemeteries at Fayid and Moascou are so0 peaceful and
green, and so well looked after, The Egyplian gardeners
really care about hem.

Wa had memorial sevices al bolh cemateries, it was a
very moving experience. | have happy memaories of
Fayid. | met my late husband Gerald Evans out thare, he
digd in 1874, | was then W/3E50112 Pte Margaret
Armstrong, known as Greta,

If anyvone would like a copy of this phote, or of general
viaws of the cemaleries, I'd ba pleasad o send one.

Margaret Evans

36 Heathercroflt Road
Ipswich

Suffolk 1P 60

a7



Dear Edifor

Despite the disappointment of not getting to Blackpool until
the lollowing day owing to the station being closed here in
Crewe, | had w I fime espec|ally w waiting in
the queus fo BEESSO AL 66 Whuiet
Scottish accent sald vou are nof Jean are you?' What a
lovely surprise meeling up again after Sdyrs, when we
were stationed together in Edinburgh. | was invited 1o join
Rose and the ladies from the Glasgow Branch at
Blackpool agam last vear and had a fantastic time. They
ware all 50 very nice and now | shall be meating up with
Rosze and the girs again in June, | am looking forward 1o it
vary much,

Jaan Wabster
35 Hulme street
Crowe

Rose Walt an the righi of the phofograph.
fean Wehater on the loft,

Dear Letters

Is there anybody who reads the ‘Lioness’ who remembers
frie?

Called up April 1342, wenl 0 Fullord Barracks, York for 3
waeks  raining. Zent to Tettenhall College
tWolverhampion) on six weeks Clencal course. Posted to
'E' Coy Beds/Herts to B Area Eastern camp, worked at
Brewery House Dunstable Beds clercal duties becamae. full
Sgt. Stayed there untii demob February 1846 at Regents
Park Barracks, Mickname in ATS was 'Muss' imusclas)
Went back to my old trade uniil 1967, Changed to Givil
Servica, retired 1980,

Miss C Dorrell (W154971 Sgi)
12 Fairfiald

Darsham

Saxmurkdham

Suffork LP1T 3PY
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Dear Lioness

In the last Lioness you published a letter referming fo my 1elng
the Noftengham Evening Post that the ATS wera soldiers el
Well out of the blue | received an girmail from Australia. It was
from g Betty Simpson, an ex ATS, thanking me for standing up
for the ATS and how pleased she was to have ex soldiers
thinking highiy of the ATS. It shows the reach of the Lioness,

W Ciounl

kiarsh Acres

High Hare
Sloatnby

Alfard

Linc LN13 NP
and

Beity Simpson
198 Mearope Mews
Rockingham

W. Australia 6168

Daar Madam

Thank you for the Lioness magazine Mol which | find most
welcome, | enclose photograph of Corporal "Billie” {Millie
Haws). She was staioned on the guns in Hyde Park with
me in 15841, We were lormerly stationsd in the 'Mayfair
Court Hotel' (ol Piccadilly) which was hit by a landmine and
demolished. | have been a mamber of tha ATS sinca 1940,
Fabruary, | wish you succass with the magazine and hope it
gels full suppot.

Mrs Mary Foreman (Mée Cunninghann)
18 Jericho Court
Liverpool L17 5AY




Dear Editor

| was a member of the ATS Mobile Exhibition which travelled
around the country in the Autumn of 1941 to give shows on
how to plot enemy and friendly aircraft. It was done on a table
laid out for thisiplMode:omargess arok KeLeniEex $é6diding
of an air raid and bombs exploding and guns firing.

I am still in touch with Jo Crampton who married a naval officer
and who has lived in New Zealand for 53 years. The other girl
from Fareham was Pte Edna Lawrence.

From the Lioness | recognised Jo Crampton at the right hand
side of the photograph in the front row. | also recognise
- Subaltern Egleton who was with us throughout the tour.

I do hope this information will be of some use and more of that
group will be in touch.

Mrs DA Judge (nee Tizzard)
8 Hillbrow

Letchworth

Herts SG6 3 RA

Dear Editor

The reason | am sending this donation is because a couple of
years ago whilst attending Wilma Armstrong’s farewell party, |
discovered that there were no trains leaving Dundee in time for
me to catch my flight from Glasgow.

Later on that day Gladys Hudson presented me with some
money collected from other members attending the party to
pay for a taxi from Dundee to Glasgow.

| was very grateful for this and it has bothered me that | could
not pay it back to them and then | thought what better way than
donating it to the WRAC Association Benevolent Fund. [t
would then help someone else in need.

Please may I through the Lioness thank all those people who
contributed to my fare.

Miss WK Pickard

61 Water Splash Road
Shepparton

Middlesex

TW17 OEE

Dear Editor

| have read the magazine from cover to cover searching in
vain for a familiar name or face, but no luck.

However | was sent a copy of 2/97 in which Miss Doris Sayers
(unfortunately deceased) was mentioned. She was our CSM
(1st Somerset Coy ATS) at Warminter where we were
attached to a Tank Training Unit.

In this issue Mrs J Huxtable enquires if anyone has a number
lower than hers - W/404. My number was W/467 | joined the
1st Somerset Company ATS in Bath in September 1938. It

must have been one of the first companies formed as a lot of
our numbers were in the forties.

Having been in Canada since 1949 | have lost touch with my
ATS friends except two and we correspond regularly. It is
wonderful to know that you have such a thriving organisation.
Best wishes for the future.

Mrs Molly Donaldson (ATS W/46 Sgt M Francis)
1560 Bush Street

NANAIMO BC

Canada

Dear Editor

May | say many thanks to Barbara Dante for her account of
‘The Army Post Office 1939-1947 in the last issue. | found her
article very interesting indeed.

Mrs M Rowling requested the date that HPD/RE (as it was
then called) moved to Gorst Road. It was in the Spring of
1956, on Sunday, but | cannot remember the date. The late
shift (SO111) had the job. Anyone have the exact date
please? Margaret Grant may know.

I might add that the working conditions there were a great
improvement compared to Raphael Street.

Mrs Maureen Brown
(W/382419 Cpl. Merritt)
4 Kennet Close
Gosport

Hants PO12 2DZ

Dear Lioness

In April 1941, | decided to join up. The fact that | was under
age didn’t seem to matter to the Army. | was tall for my age
anyway.

Arriving at Glen Parva Barracks Leicester, just vacated by the
men, we were the first women soldiers there. Meeting all the
volunteers from all walks of life was an eye opener. On one
side of me was a London prostitute, on the other was a
Brigadier's daughter who was instantly put in charge of the
hut!

Bob, a Commando, met me when he was home on leave. We
married, and the 1997 anniversary of V.E. night should have
been our golden wedding. How he would have enjoyed all the
celebrations. Sadly not to be, but, on the British Legion
parades | wear his medals with pride.

My sons and grandsons have all seen Army service and
enjoyed it, agreeing with me that those years, and the friends
you make are set apart. You never forget them, so many
memories to keep.

Mrs Joan Frampton
Ex LCpl Jex.
W/69088

Field Stores. R.A.O.C.
Aldershot

Hants.
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Dear Editor

July 22nd, 1942, | was posted o Felsted, Essax, a
day to remember as it was my tweniy-first birthday.
The billat i in tha gro the. public
senoat, my Db O up AR SR
Corps HO.

We had a very good social life, the man cutnumberad
the girs and then the Yanks arrived to constroct thea
airfields. Claire, my special friend and | met two
officers al a danca. Sha, being the prettiest got tha
handsome one | gof John, He was not bad-looking
though and had a kind thoughtiul nature. Ha fall
sorry for us having to eat Army food and each week
brought me chocolate, peanuts, cigarettas and
American magazines. He took me oul to dinner in
Braintree onca a week, | might add, the food was
almost as bad as the mess but | never had the
courage to fell him,

| want on a P.E. course to Stirling and he presented
me with a box of goodies 10 take on the rain.On my
return 10 Felsted we never met again and | presumed
he had turned his attention elsewhara,

Owar the last wenty odd yaars my husband and |
have visited the LUSA, and, on his instigation, we
have tried to focate John by looking In telephane
directories, approaching Army Records and feaving
messages al veterans' posts, all to no avail. Then
ong evening we caught a TV programme about a
women (rying to trace fathers for their offspring.
After sending off a fee | recelved a print out of the

W I28587 Madeleine Croll nde Raeea.
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nama Bartmass in evary State. My intenfion was 1o
write off In furn but to my great surprise the first one
on the list tumed out to be John confessing that he
must be the one as he had my name and service
number in his address book.

In 1983 a big celebration was being held at the US
Memorial in Cambridge s0 we invited John and his
wife, Wilma, to come for a visit. He reply was that he
had not planned to visit England bul thatl we should
visit them in Cincinnati,

It was our intention to find a nearby motel but he
insisted we stay in hiz house and after two such
requests we could hardly refuse. | was guite
apprehensiva as our wartime encounter had bean so
briet,

He was instantly recognisabla but fifty years had laft
their mark. He probably had the same thought.

We stayed a week, had a hilarious time, they baoth
gsaid they wished we could have staved longar bul we
had already planned a cross country trip.  Wilma
confessed that she too had been vary apprebensiva,

Jahn told me he had baen posted to Europe while |
was away, The lipstick he had reguested his mothar
to send for me was given to a French girl.

I then knew why ha still had his addrass book for ha
never threw anything away.

W128587 Madeleine Croll nee Reeas,

Dear Editor

May we say thank you to Edith Francis, for her
marshalling of the ATS/WHRAC column at Whitehall
on Remembrance Sunday.

She had a thankless task but managed to keep her
humour and patience intact and most of us there
appreciated her afforts.

Yours sinceraly

krs Lilian Hallis
[Hon sec)

3 Parkiands Ave
Groby

Leics

LEG DBL

On Bahalf of Laicester Members



Diear brs White

Swue Dash (ex WRHALC) and | (ex ATS) represenied fhis
Branch at the Centlaph on Sunday, Sth November., Having
spant the kast 17 years Indng to emphasise there is no

difference hem%m ﬁggg ﬁ.ejes" B o
designalion, we weré s ﬁam Eﬁm lald that 1 was to

march in the front and Sus was to march towards the back,
Thiz we refused to do and trust it will not be encouraged.

We alzo disagreed with the positioning of those in green
suits and berats and those i civilian clothes,  While the
latbar are most welcome surely it would be prelerabla for
them to march in the cenire of the conlingent and not be
shown as an almost separate group,

O further suggestion - an RSM rapidly produced order oul
of chaos foflowing cur church sarvica in Blackpool in April,
Would It be possible to persuade her to officiate al the
arinual parade at the Cenolaph please?

We realty are grateful for the effor that has been involved in
persuading the RBL 1o permil us 1o march as a separate
confingent but above are juslt points we would like
considersd for the future,

Yours sincerely
Mrz Eilean Kenl
Branch Chairman

Editors Mote

This vear all members of the ATS and WRAC will march
under the same banner, which will read CGMAAC, ATS.
WRAL.

Diear Edutor

May | reply o Mrs Barbara Castell, of Groby, Leicesiar, and
grva her, and others, the reason for the anonymity of my
letler kast wear, | hope that it would spark off a discussion
about a uniformity of appearance, orf nol, at the
Remembrance Day Service in London,

It certainky did that when we all met in Blackpool. However
I wanted the discussion o be complately objective,
unclouded by Branch names or personalities. In that way |
fell everyone could say exaclly whal they fell, with no fear of
giving cffence.

Wea, in Plymouth Branch, pride oursalves on owr smart
appearance at any formal service occasions, and the
Canotaph Senece is the occasion of the wyear.  Aler all,
ladies, | asked only for the green beret, not the Full montyf!l®

Despite the rainwear last year, friends who watched tefl me
that we presentad an overall ‘green’ impact as we marched
up Whitehall, S0 thank you to all who halpad to achieve
[LiH S

Till wer meet againd

Batly bitched
Piymaouth Branch

50 Revell Park Road
Plymgpton

Plymauthn PL7 4EL

Tel 01752 348632

Dear Editor

This photograph shows Number 3 Squad Special Operators
Training Cenire on the Isle of Man arcund 1344, | am the
Egt n the centre, Hazeal Elvey.

Aren they a jolly lot?

Mrs H Prabble (nee Elvey)
Castle View

Waltan Daown

Clavedon

Somersal

Dear Mres White

Az | was browsing through the [atest Lioness {before | really
started from the beginning - | always enjoy reading every
word), | noticed the photograph of the Weymouth and
Portlard branches 40 Anniversary celebration, | was
amazed to see a member with the same Chrslian name as
ring. | wonder il their Chairman, Mrs Necia Trent has ever
Come across any more Mecias - | haven't and | have
celebrated my gobden wedding,

Yours Sincaraly
Mecia N Wolle,

[raar Edilar

In April 1942 | was sent from Cameron Barracks to RAQC
Stocktaking Dept M.T. Spares Depot, Limfin Lana, Derby.
The firsl billet was the Orphanage, Ashboume Road then
Mormenton Barracks. Al the Orphanage | was in a concer
party. One of the solders from the depot wrote a song which
we had great fun singing. Doas anyone out there remember?

| am still in touch with three who ware in the concert party.
Ssgl Margaret Ellison now Thompson (Repion Derbyshire),
Sgt Man Livie now Seme {Camoistie) and Cpl Margarel Pefrie
now Matihews (Aberdesn),

I enjay the monthly meetings with Fife and Taysids Branch in
British Legion Hall, Perth and getiing vy copy of the Lioness.

Yours sincenaly

Headan Thomsaoan

16 Castmor
Soong

Parth

Scotland PH2 6NH
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Dear Editor

At the recent Association AGM in London | noticed that
not only weare the Area Chairman, VWChairman and Area

Secretary present but ALL Branches Wales and the Waest
ware repre F Compressor Free Version

Can we have full marks for attendanca?
Yours Sincarely

Edith Francis
Arga Secrelary.

Dwear Editor

It iz with ceraln sadness that | find mysedf writing to your
magazine. You see, | am the daughter of one of those
brave gallant and amazing ladies that served with the ATS
during the war - Mrs Joan Darroch {nda Kemp) - who
tragically died in late February of this year. My mother
spoke often of the war years and her time in the ATS, she
would frequently regale her family with stories both
amusing and sad and | could listen 1o her anecdoles for
hours, She passed away just a few days short of her fifty
third wedding anniversary leaving an unfiilable void in all
of aur lives,

She had afiended the reunion in York tast year, despite

the fact that she had been guite ill and | know she anjoyed
the time immensely, meating up with many other ladies,
althicugh unforiunataly, never finding anyone she knaw or
had served with, | have enclosed a photograph of my
mother with her friend Laura, with whom sadly, she'd lost
touch and could never manage o |locate her
whereabouts. IT anyone should recognise her, I'd be
delighted o hear from them,

Finally, may | congratulate you on the production of this
Magazing, giving many opportunities to maintain contact
and share thelr wartime expariences, Above all, | would
urge all those ex serving mambers (o tell their slores o
thedr children and grandchildren - don't ket those times be
forgotten.

Yours Sincaraly

Fiona Wyper

British Aerospace Plo
Lotus Compound Villa 58
PO Box 98

Dhahran 31932

Saudi Arabia

Dear Editor
Re:Troopship 'Khedive Ismail’

In Lioness Mol1/898 you published a request from Mr BY
France for any information conceming the Troopship
'‘Whedive Ismail'. | have now wrillen to this gentieman
and given him such information as | have on the incident.

I was stationed in Kenya at the time with the ATS, but
heard nothing of the sinking, Allhough the troops
concemad were sfationed in Kenya and sailed from
Mombasa en route to Colombo in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka)
military censorship kept us in the dark,

The slory of the Khedive [smail is paricularly poignant.
She salled from Mombasa carying troops from 111k
{East Africa} Division bound for Burma, together with 86
yvoung senvice womean, WRHMNS, lecally enfisted Women's
Transpoert Services (FANY) and Army Nurses.

The Khedive [smail formed part of a five-ship convoy
when she was attacked in the Indlan Ocean by a
Japanese submarine on the 12th February 1344. The
submaring fired four torpedoes, two of which hit the
Khadive lsmail. The boiler-reom exploded and the side
of the ship was ripped apart. She sank within wo
minutes.

In all, a tatal of 1,287 souls were lost, a disaster greater
that the loss of the Titanic, The few survivors including
nime service women and 113 Askar gunners (from 307
Field Regimeni, East Africa Artillery). Even more fragic,
the captain of one of the destrover escor was compalled
to drop depth charges as men and woemen struggled in
shark-infested waters for several hours. The Japanese
submaring was forced 1o the surface and later sunk by
lorpadoes,



Because of the security blackout, records of the
subsequent Court of Inquiry were sealed for 40 years.
The wireless operators who learned of the sinking at the
time were ordered not to talk about it. Two of those
wireless operators, Sheila Robinson and Sheila Hammet,
worked in the RIMeds egop sessoTriliesaalershen the
signals were received. They were determined the
memory of the disaster should not go unrecognised. So
after a space of some 50 years a service of dedication
and remembrance was held in the WRNS’ church of St
Mary Le Strand, London.

I am indebted for information on the Khedive Ismail to
Doreen Skinner (née Chorley), ex ATS, a member of our
ATS (East Africa) Clerical Group Association who sent us
an account from her local newspaper. Also to Brigadier
Malcolm Page who recalled the disaster in his book ‘The
Story of The King’s African Rifles’ (1998).

On an earlier personal experience, the convoy | sailed on
in November/December en route to Kenya was dive -
bombed and strafed by gunfire on two occasions in the
Mediterranean. Again in the Indian Ocean we were
trailed, unsuccessfully, by submarine. Our troopship the
‘Arundel Castle’ and all of us, 250 ATS, arrived in
Mombasa harbour on the 19th December 1943, one
month and four days since leaving UK.

Yours Sincerely
G Fahy

Lt Col M G Fahy MBIM
Eastwell

38 Blackmore Road
Malvern

Worcs WR14 1QT

Tel 0684 561868

Dear Editor

| read with interest, Lioness No1/ 98, the report on the
WRAC Luncheon Club and of course wish them well. A
thought crossed my mind - are all these good ladies active
members of their local branches of the WRAC
Association? If not, why not? | can of course only speak
from local knowledge, but it is a fact that the branches
within London Group of the Association are predominantly
ATS. Unlike the TV advert for ‘Orange’ - “The future is
bright”, | feel it is not for the Association. We ATS have
served our three score years and ten, we will continue to
carry on as long as possible.

Without a doubt we do need younger WRAC members to
come forward and take over from us in the Branches while
there is still something to pass on. | live in hope!

Yours Sincerely

Alma G Stride

Dear Editor

| read with enormous interest the letter to the Editor
concerning a posting to Cairo, for at intervals over the
years, | too had wondered what had become of Kasr-el-Nil
Barracks. After the D Day landings, | volunteered to go to
France, so naturally was posted to the Middle East.

| too lived in one of those flats. There were six to a flat
(three to a room), and each morning complete silence
reigned until we had got ourselves over to the mess. We
had a rota as to whose turn it was first in the bathroom.

Which flat it was | do not now recall, but at the end of the
row there was a French hairdresser, and it was there | first
discovered the ‘backwash’ system of shampooing hair.

The mess was awful, and we lived on a diet of tea and
water melon, trying not to look at the cockroaches, but
fortunately we all had lots of boyfriends and eating out
was the norm.

In those days | was W/112168 Pte Legg W, attached to
Movement Control at GHQ, and in spite of my best
endeavours | was always caught out by the sunset call in
the middle of the barracks square!

You have certainly brought back memories - of shared
adventures - remember the Cairo trams/ shared civilian
clothing (illegal of course); picnics in the desert, dinner at
Mena House, Luxor on leave, and | was at Suez when the
prisoners of war came back from Japan.

That | do not forget. There we were - all hot and dusty
and sticky, with our clothing store all ready when the first
lady came through. She was lovely; elegant and slim and
dressed in black. | have often wondered who she was.
She was put through as a proud gesture of course, but the
men - how can one ever forget those walking skeletons?
We only saw the fitter cases for others could not come off
the Hospital ships.

Unlike you, | have never been back to Cairo. There is a
certain irony in the fact that | did not know the Hilton Hotel
was built on the Kasr el Nil site, as for many years |
worked for the Vice Chairman of the company which
owns the group!

Mrs Winifred Garner (née Legqq)
27 Tennyson Avenue
Wanstead

London E11 2QN

CAPTION COMPETITION

“I'm sure Fiona said the Nit Nurse was
coming next week”

Won by Ann Deakin
01785 249992
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Letters from Abroad

ATS Reunion Miagara Falls Canada.

My sister anal ML Gionpressondinas WeksioRake
llinpis USA to Chicago and then changed frains via
Buffalo, Mew York to Depaw, Canada. We wanl by train
to see maora of the couniry.

We were met at Depew by an ex Mavy man called Fred
Skinner who Kindly voluntearad (o look after us. Az we
ladt fhe train he asked i we were the ATS girls, claimed
our luggage and escorted us through customs to his car
1o the home of Mare Chamberlain who gave us breakfast
and Insisted we have a rest unifil our hotel room was
ready

Fred amd Mare's husband lvor later took us o the
Ramada Hotel to get settled in for the reunion. I was
siluated In Miagara Falls and registration was al 2.30pm
and 8 wondarful craft show had bean sat up by the
marmbers.

On Saturday after breaklast we had the busingss meeating
and than were frea (0 sight see. We were taken around
by the local Mavy club members who were 50 kind to us,

Saturday evening began with cocktails. The blessing was
given by the Chaplain of the Mavy club and then we had
a dinner. There was singing and dancing afterwards and
a lot of raminiscing ook place, We met a young lady who
came from the same town as ws in UK - Walsall
Siaffordshire. Her name was Gladys Buswall who now
lives in Centralia Ontario.

Sunday breakfast was served followed by our saying aur
goodoyes unlil we meel again next year. Owar 100 girls
had attendad from all parts of Canada and four of us from
USA. We had a grand time and would like to thank our
hosfesses Mane Chamberain and Rose Alkinson for
baing Chalr persons, They did a wonderful job and we
really appreciated all their hard work, Also a big thank
Yo o the MNavy Boys,

Harriet Wiksom (452 Batlery 124 Regt HAA)
4206 E Wonder Lake Drive

Wonder Lake

Ifinpis GO0OT-8332

USA

ATE Rewminn Septeraher 1597
Niagoro Falls
Marie Chamberfain with Frod Skinner angd foor Chomberioin
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Mews From Canada

| really enjoy Lioness, though § makes me wish | wss 18 again
and could be back in the Army again. Amyway | am in the next
bxest thing, the Comps of Commissionaires so | am sill in uniform.,

I have enclosed a picture of mysall carrying the Conps Flag in
the Batile of Britain Parada last September hera i Vancouver.

Ky sister (Mrs Elsie Cartar) ard [ really enjoyed oursehaas at the
Blackpool reumion.  Whikst thare | menlioned that | was
nterasted n stading a branch of the Assocsation here &
Canada, Please contact me il amyone oul these s interested,

Hida Campbell (WRAC R Sigs)
14085 Tand Avenue
Susrey BLC
Canada VAW 2P7
B L
i g .
-+ .

a
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Hilda Coamplsef
Hasile of Britain Parrde
TROOPS LEARN TO FAINT
Canadian Troops have been sani an official memorandum
tallireg tharm how B faint withau? losing control of themseatves.
The order says;

The soldier must ium his body 45%, squat down, roll 1o the left
and retain contral of his weapon,

To avoid perscnal injury or damage to the weapon.
Soldiers who faint in a slovenly way will be raprimandsad.
Excarpt From The Star August 17 1976

From Hilda Camphbel

14085 T2nd Avanua

Surray BC
Canada,



Memories From Australla

| was astonished o say the least, when rning 1o page
11. | was one of the ATS Guard of Honour for the late
Clueen Mary. | served in 451 Hy(M) (AA)BTY RA. After
joining up at doompriessokdineo YeEsiomeld
- on - again to Burrowhead, eventually to Cribbs
Causeway, Bylttenbury, Waestbury - on Trim - Bristol
where we were in action before the male Bty moved out.
Our HO 133 Regt was in Woodbine House. The other
side of Clifton Suspension Bridge was where are all the
girls from section 2 ware. Ta name a faw, Henie Hill,
Kath Hearn, Sadie McGibbon nee Crook, Elsie
Patterson (from Gala) Mina and Lily Murray (twins),
Janet Fleming, Peggy Clark (nee Watson), Ginger
Setchall, Mickey Kemp, Edith Stowvell, Hay Fimister,
Winnie Moss, Mavis Bird, Paddy Stack, Stella Huntley,
Man Ironsida, Mrs Priecy (J0G), Miss Watson (Sub) and
Miss Gamble [Sub), {not forgetting - Mushroom)] and
many others.

Owvar the yvears Irom July Gih 1941 to March 1946 |
made many friends. Just recently | had several phone
conversations with Vee Robinson, through her | am
now also a mambear of the RAA,

| look farward fo tha next Lionass.

Emily [Buntyllones
Mee Beallia
WIT2049

Caerles House

51 King Strest
Warrawong

NEWW 2502
Australia

On Parade With Royalty

It was [ovely to read a latter aboul sormething in which |
was involved, The Queen's visit to Mewbatile Abbey,
Dalkeith. | remember it wall, 1L was during an
Intermediate P.T, Instructor training course from 30
August o 22 Seplembar 1944,

Wa ware [old thal an extramely Important visiior was
coming, and we were 10 give a P.T. display, lo make
sure that we ware clean, lidy and smart, although how
one could fook smart in the orange and brown P.T,
issue, | will never Know!!

The pravious evening, we discussed, tossed it around
and wondered who it would be, concluding thaf it had to
e ‘Royally'.

I was on the front row. Queen Elizabath was wearing a
very elegant pale dove grey outfit, with maost beautiful
soft lealher cowrl shoes, malching her garments
exactly. Princess Elizabeth in blue with the prettiest hat
I have ever seen, il was all pastel coloured lNowers.

I am enclosing & photograph of myself, perhaps
someona will remember me. Draughtswomen, par lime
P.T.l., later an education instrucior (AMS), finally a
racruiting Sargeant.

Marjoria Phillips (nea Ailion)
18 Haldane Street
Elizabeth Downs

South Australia 5113

Murjarie Phillipa née Aifion

Aomance Blossoms In Brussels

Service inthe ATS was not only about duly rosters and
camaraderia, romance also loomad large in those
years., There werg as many slorles as there weare
brides. Mot all of those war time waddings took place in
picturesgue village churches with friends and families
present.

At the end of the War my cousin Nora married. She was
a refuges from Mazi oppression and Mora and har family
fled from their native Vienna fo Brussels in 1938, Soon
after Hitler invaded the Low Countries persecution
began anew, In 1842 the little family went into hiding fo
escape deportalion to the ‘camps’. For almosl threa
vears Mora and her parents and younger sister holed up
in two small basement rooms. The girls never saw
daylight save the rays that fitered through tightly closad
shuttars on a bright day.
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When Brussels was liberated towards the end of the
war, the family emerged from their hiding place. Almost
immediately Nora was snapped up by a young
Canadian soldier who had helped in the city’s liberation.
The bride’s dress was faded and patched and the cake
was made fr&b) Fafomdnpiassd byewd/siségmnom
from here and there. Last year the happy couple
celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary in Montreal.

Frances Nunnally
7139 Cherokee Road
Richmond VA 23225

E Mail To Houston

Mrs Kathleen E Storm a member of the Association has
sent her E Mail address for anyone who has a computer
and would like to get in touch.

K - storm@ 1x.netcom.com.

5500Grand Lake Street
HOUSTON
Texas 77081

Hot Bedding In Huddersfield

Having been in the WRAC Association for donkey’s
years, and scouring every copy of the ‘Lioness’ from
cover to cover, and taking a magnifying glass to every
picture of re-unions, | have never found anything about
anybody | knew, or with whom | served, until the last
one (No1 1998). Sadly it was in the obituary column.
Lt Col Joan Godolphin MBE. Joan and | did our basic
training together for the ATS in the dark days of 1939,
at Zetland Street Huddersfield Drill Hall. | never know
where Joan came from as we hadn’t time for small talk,
but | should think that she had a job in Huddersfield.
She was one of nicest people | ever met in my life and
if every other Officer and NCO had been like Joan, |
would have had a much happier war!l When the
numbers came through, they were mostly 99, mine was
9951 but | believe there were a couple of 7’'s. When
stripes came through most of us got them, | got 2,
although | had no idea what they were for, or even that
we got more pay. We were really green or at least |
was! The volunteers got 8.4d per week, sub leaders
(Cpl) 11.8d and leaders (Sgt) 14.4d all found?

The first rise we got was for 5°d per week for cleaning
materials, shoe polish and silvo. We went to camp in
July to KOYLIS at Strensall Barracks near York. Joan
had jumped from volunteer to CSM all in one go and a
good one she proved to be. We were allowed out into
York on the Saturday night with instructions to be at
York Minster Cathedral about 10pm for the last bus to
camp. There seemed to be hundreds of women in
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khaki. There were two who had a whale of a time,
jackets unbuttoned, ties undone, caps on the back of
their heads, singing and roaring drunk. The MP’s
marched them off, ostensibly to be shot!

We were sent to Otley showground about 30 miles from
Huddersfield. We were now called the 3rd West Riding
Platoon and all we did for days was walk around getting
to know everyone and making jugs of tea. We ate at
the camp and the mail wagon took us into Otley to our
billet at night. | was one of about 6 who went into a
common lodging house. We wondered why our beds
were always warm. We discovered we were sharing
beds with men lodgers who went to work on the night
shift. We got fleas! Apparently the Army was only
paying one penny per person per night. Next we were
taken to an empty new house which the Army had
commandeered, beside the camp.

It had no electricity or blackouts, but it had 2 fireplaces
downstairs, so we slept 4 to a room and made a big
fire, covering the windows with Army blankets. We just
undressed and got into our camp beds, which we had
to buy ourselves. We brushed our buttons and shoes
in bed. A man from the camp brought us coal for the
fire each day.

Eventually we got jobs, | was cooking for the Sergeants
Mess, and my cookhouse was a little wooden affair
about 3x3 yards square, with no windows or doors, no
floor, only duckboards. The door came later but the
window never came. The stores was a marquee and
my mate worked there. She was fetched out of bed
one night to help rescue the Quartermasters stores,
which the wind had blown down. There really was ham
mixed up in the jam that night as well as mixed up in
the sauces and pickles. Eventually we had to have
duckboards for paths all over the camp as the river was
only 2 fields away and when it overflowed the camp
was waterlogged. | have never been able to come to
any of the re-unions as | live in Australia now, and have
done for the last 43 years and it is too expensive. | am
planning to come to the unveiling of the memorial to the
women who went to war. | am disabled now and my
daughter will be coming with me. Isn’t it a pity nobody
thought of this memorial years ago? Half the girls have
died, and the others, like myself are on their last legs,
or | should say | have one good leg left, the other
having been broken, is a liability. Those who have
gone won’t know how they were appreciated.

The bugle has sounded, you’ve answered the call

To that last big parade in the sky

When you meet with our comrades, just tell them hello
And say we’ll be there bye and bye

Joan, my good friend, | am proud to have known you.

Mollie Davies (née Wilkinson)
1/1 Buchanan Street
CARLTON 2218

Australia



Poets Corner

It Used To Be Good

We met and wo PGPSR Jree Version

We worked for long hours when wages were low.
No TV, no wireless, no bath - times were hard.

Just cold water tap and a walk up the yard.

No holidays abroad, no posh carpets on floors.

But we had coal on the fire and we didn’t lock doors.

Our children arrived, no ‘pill’ in those days,

And we brought them up without any State Aid,
They were quite safe to go and play in the park,
Then, old folks could go for a walk after dark.

No valium, no drugs and no ‘LSD’

We cured most of our ills with a good cup of tea,
But if you were sick, you were treated at once -

Not ‘Fill up a form and come back in six months.’
No vandals, no muggings, there was nothing to rob,
And we were quite rich with a couple of bob.

People were happier in those far-off days,

Kinder and caring in so many ways.

Milkmen and paper boys used to whistle and sing.
A night at the pictures was our one mad fling.

We all get our share of troubles and strife,

And we just have to face it; that’s the pattern of life,
| remember the blessings, our home and our love,
And that we shared them together.

| thank God above.

PP PP P&

An Awful Warning!

This is the tale of Sally Tupp

Who failed to put the blackouts up
Forgetting that the Hun might be
Somewhere in the Vicin-ity!

But watchful Jerry saw the light

and dropped a bomb on Sal one night
Now bandaged in the CRS

Sal's showing signs of great distress

Now take the case of Tilly Toss

As good an AT as ever was

Who never passed a window by
When blackout time was drawing high
But earned her comrades admiration
By thorough blackout preparation.

The moral of my little rhyme
Is see the job is done in time
And do not be like Sally Tupp
Get em ruddy blackouts up!

B Hallam (née Carstairs) 447 Bty AA
Bermerdene Road
Whitley Bay

PP TP PP PP

The Service Is Not What It Was.
By Barbara Reeves.

In my days in the ranks
We’d no cash in the banks,
The pay was no more than a pittance:

Now each little dolly
Can draw the big lolly,
A big spender regardless of gender.

Our buttons we polished
(till brass was abolished)
On tunics of rough Khaki serge.

Now it's camouflage suits
And big comfy boots,
They look both efficient and smart,

Down on the square
We would hate, | declare
P.T. in just vests and our knickers.

| have heard it said
Now they spring out of bed
Romping through an assault course before breakfast.

If a girl lost her head
And the chap wouldn’t wed
The disgrace you would never believe.

Now it's pregnancy leave,
And there’s no chance to grieve,
And she’s back on the job within weeks.

Girls are in the front line
And they don’t undermine
The work of their male counterparts.

They are no stranger
To places of danger
(Not even the back streets of town.)

So here’s to the lassies

Who've taken our places,

Good luck to you all,

The short and the tall,

And here’s to the next generation.

PP PP PP

107



PP TTPIP P I P PPPPP P FP P P P P PP &

ATS CHORUS

Don’t take aw;R/mlE g@‘“ﬁﬂﬂﬁ@é‘dﬂﬂ'&ﬁ BeIHeBye,
Every girl of military age is ready to do or die,

Don’t take away the ATS, they come next to the Navy on
the sea,

So if you take away the ATS

Where will the Empire be Cor Blimey where will the
Empire be.

Don't take away the ATS they all are needed for

Putting pep into the little jobs we do in the Ordnance
Corps.

And if you take away the ATS, there’ll be no Monday
evenings on the spree,

So if you take away the ATS

Where will the poor lads be Cor Blimey where will the poor
lads be.

Don’t take away the darned P.T., now lift those knees up
high,

It will help your dinner to digest, if you don’t collapse or
die,

No don’t take away the darned P.T., it is helping us to face
the Nazi foe,

And if you take away the old P.T.,

Where would our figures go Cor Blimey, where would our
figures go.

Don’t take away the Depot Clerks, you need some snappy
girls,

Everyone a-pushin’ of the pen, along with our soldier pals,
So if you take away the Depot Clerks from Provision and
the.P.B.

{ think you really must with me agree,

Where would the Depot be Cor Blimey, Where would the
Depot be.

Don’'t take away the ATS if you want to win this war,
We're all here to do our very best, then its home sweet
home once more.

And if you take away the ATS, you’ll have Adolf Hitler
calling round to tea,

So if you take away the ATS

Where will old England be, Cor Blimey, where will old
England be.

TP PT PP PP TP PP TP P P L P &
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OUR PRICES
CANNOT BE BEATEN!

If you are looking for leading clothing
brands - Levi’s, Yves Saint Laurent, Kangol,
Armani, Reebok, Adidas and Calvin Klein,
then look no further than the spring/
summer Naafi Select catalogue. We have
checked our prices against all other home
shopping catalogues and we promise that
our prices cannot be beaten!

Our 316 page mail order catalogue also
offers major brands in TV, videos and
stereos including Aiwa, JVC and Sony - as
well as garden furniture, gardening
equipment, jewellery and seasonal toys.

Naafi Select’s unique offers include: —{

® Free delivery world-wide (normally
guaranteed to mainland UK within 72
hours and to Germany within 5 days)

@ VAT free prices overseas

® Guaranteed lowest price promise |

@ Interest free credit on selected items
and spread payment plans F

ORDERING IS EASY THROUGH J
OUR LOW-CALL ORDER LINE

0345 023 753

JUST ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Naalifchs
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Sport

The Everest Marathon 1997
Major Kathic EHMAG®ERjEssor Free Version

Snowflakes, forming dark shadows through the translucent
light on the side of the tent, confirmed the worst. The
Everest Marathon would be run this year in a blizzard of
snow, with the already difficult paths icy and treacherous.
At 17,000 feet, the combination of the altitude, the constant
dehydration and race nerves had meant that sleep for all 74
runners had been fitful at best. We were camped at Gorak
Shep at the foot of Kala Patar slightly higher than Everest
Base Camp which lay to our east at the base of the
notorious Khumbu Glacier. There is nothing at Gorak Shep
save two tea houses and the expanse of moraine and
glacial debris; the end of the track for anyone undertaking
the Everest Trek and the beginning of the mountaineering
routes up Everest.

While the Sherpas prepared breakfast in gloriously jovial
and noisy fashion, it was time for all competitors to prepare
themselves for the task in hand; 26 miles of tough
unforgiving terrain would have been covered by all of us
before the sun set. It had taken 3 weeks to walk up from
the end of the tarmac road at Jiri to the high altitude staging
post at Namche Bazaar, 14,200ft and the eventual finish of
the Everest Marathon.  Trekking days had been
interspersed with ‘rest’ days in order that all runners
acclimatise effectively. The term ‘rest’ was largely a
misnomer. Rest days were in fact running days for most
runners and far from restful!

As the Sherpas brought morning tea to the frozen, |
contemplated as so often is the case in Nepal the
tremendous dichotomy of our positions. While we
undertook one day’s worth of pain, pitting ourselves against
the phenomenal terrain, for them the hardship is their way
of life which they bear daily without complaints; indeed their
good nature makes their sacrifice harder to accept. For the
past 3 weeks each group had been allocated 40 porters
and sherpas to carry the entire kitchen, burners, pots and
pans, all the food, all the tents and camping equipment, all
the medical supplies together with most of the runners’
personal kit. The list was endless as the line of sherpas
strung out across the terraced trails.

The day before the race all runners had to pass a medical
before the final ascent to the start line. Under leaden skies,
in a field full of grazing yaks, doctors armed with
stethoscopes checked runners’ lungs for fluid and tested
balance, making sure that all had acclimatised effectively
and were race fit. As aresult, 15 of the 89 runners dropped
out only 3 miles before the start line. Included were two
disappointed Gurkhas who had not acclimatised properly
and were to start at the 4.3 mile mark which is 500m before
the start line.

At 0650hrs it was time to leave the warmth of the tents. In
true military style we were required to ‘number off’ on the
start line. Shivering in lycra, the international field of
runners called out their numbers and started whistle
screaming into the freezing air. The 1997 Everest
marathon was underway. The difficulty in breathing the
oxygen thin air was compounded by the undulating, rock
terrain and at one point a continual ascent of more than
1100ft that reduced even the elite runners to a fast walk.

An ice covered uphill section below Tengboche monastery
plagued everyone at the half way point, causing runners to
slip backwards. Dick Opsabhl, a 65 year old man from New
York broke a rib sliding on the ice. He finished in 9 hours
37 minutes. Doctors were posted at three mile checkpoints
and as a necessity runners all raced with bivi kit. As a
precaution, all runners had attended a seminar on Altitude
Mountain sickness AMS, outside the Himalayan mountain
rescue post at 14,000ft.

For the Everest race average marathon times are usually
nearly double what runners are accustomed to clocking for
the 26.2 mile distance. Hari Rokaya, a Nepali farmer and
Olympic marathon runner, sacrificed all water stops
throughout the race in an attempt to break the record. He
won the race in a time of 4 hours 15 minutes and 29
seconds to the delight of the 2 Gurkha Teams competing
and the Nepali onlookers. One Gurkha team from 69 Sgn,
Maidstone, led by Maj David Caulfield had travelled out
from the UK to race and the other team led by Maj Chris
Davies had been training in Kathmandu.

Anne Stentiford smashed the women’s record in a time of
5 hours 16 minutes. Considering the conditions, this as a
remarkable feat. She holds the World record for Bob
Graham Fell Race and is renowned in UK fell running
circles. As diverse are the nationalities are the motives
which each runner has for competing in such an extreme
event. Several competitors had raised £20,000 in
sponsorship and resting on them completing the event for
charities such as Water Aid. The first British Gurkha Dilip
Rai, came in a time of 5 hours 8 minutes followed by the
first lady, the Gurkha Rajendra Kumar Rai and
Changrahang Rai in 5 hours 28 and 5 Hours 45
respectively.

John Gluckman, 46, a dairy farmer and mountaineer from
New Zealand entered the race after successfully reaching
the summit of Mount Everest four years ago with his friend
and guide Rob Hall. Gluckman had mixed emotions upon
returning to the world’s highest peak as Hall died during a
disastrous climb in May 96 and his body remains on the
mountain.

The military presence at the marathon was impressive this
year. Maj Caulfield finished in a time of 6 hours 8 minutes
just in front of Ssgt Charlie Charalambous, 20Tpt Regt in
32nd place just in front of me in 6 hrs 33 and the Third lady
position. Cpl Nick Guest RE came in 38th position despite
chronic cramps. Followed by 4 other Gurkhas. Lt Col
McCurdie RAMC provided medical backup before the race
and led a walking safety cordon to follow the runners off icy
wastelands.

All runners would probably agree that it is the uniqueness
of this race which make it stand alone among other
marathon events; the raw beauty of the terrain and the
lasting friendships made with other runners. With
sponsorships from the AG Corps included, | was able to
raise £520. All competitors aim to beat the target figure of
£60,000 to continue to support the Medical and Dental
facilities which have been established over the years by the
Everest Marathon Fund. ltis in this small way that the race
attempts to give back something to a people who are
renowned for their unquestioning generosity and spirit and
without whom the event would not be possible.
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My Recollections Of Tha 1948 Diympic Games
by
Audrey Mitlchall (née Williamson)

Az an Qlymplan | have many memones of the London

o 50 yoors SEE | CnUL o W a7 W s v

medal in the 200 metres, second o Fanny Blankers-Koan,
of Holland.

The British Clyrnipéc Association plans to celebrate the S0th
Annivarsary of the staging of the 1948 Olympic Gamas on
Wednesday 29th July, 50 years (o the day since the 15438
Opening Ceremony.  The BOS will hostl a relaxed buflot
style luncheon and include 1948 memarabilia, a screening
of the official 1948 Olymgbe film and re - enactment of the
pratecol. | will be attending the celebrations. The staging of
the Olympic Games in London 30 soon after the war was in
itzall a cause for celebration in the economic climate of the
time,

The London Games were a magnificent testimorsdal 1o the
British people’ befie!  that sporl was an Integral par of
society - both national and Intemnational - and that now
World War Il was out of the way, sporting Iihe should resume
85 quickly as possible.  Conssguently, despite all ouwr
problems the un - hald X Games allocated to London for
1844 bacame the XV Games of 1948,

| had played a lot of games at school but we did not have
athletics or a spons day, | jomed the ATS immediately on
leaving schaol on 23 September 1944 the day after my 1810
bithday, After an initial PT course | was posted to HQ
South Midland District i Oxlord as a full lime Corporal PTIL
| first competad in an athlatics meeting in 1945, 1o sel an
example az a PT nstructor and to encourage ofnes girks to
enter the Districl meeting.

I continued to compete succassiully at Command and Army
Championghips In the 100 vards and retay events, | was
first spotied by the Women's Amateur Athlatics Assoctbion
at the Women's Triangular Athletics Meating (ke Combined
Senvices) V.Combined Univarsiias V.Saulhern Countes
WA A A in September 1947 as | had beaten an

mternational alhiets In the 100 melres, In Decombar 1947,
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as Supervising Olficer PT/ATS al HO Nerth Midland District,
| was selected as an Qlympic possible for the 100m and
400m reday.  Life then bacame exciling, | was posted in
April 1948 to HQ Westarn Command, Chester as Staff
Officer PT/ATS, and promoted 1o |enior commander,

Unlike today's professional athletes, | had to 6t inomy
fraining scmetimes bafore breakfast running round: the
Chester Racecourss whech lay just below the ATS Cificers
Mess! Mone of the modern fartan tracks; not aven cinder
tracks in Western command.

Ao Cammmanaoter Aedrey Willinma 7259 Ao flhere

But baraly four wesks before final selactions were o be
made. | was sant for intensive fraining to the Army schook of
PT (ASPT), Aldershot with all its facilibes including a six-
lane cindear track at the Military Stadium and lots of opan
gieen spaces where | could frain with olher Army athlotes,
Most important of all, Captain Harry Harbin APTC was
asked 1o coach me; he was an experienced athletics coach,
an instrucior at the ASPT and a D Day Veteran, Bat only
did he give & great deal of his time 1o my training schedule
but he introduced me to, and my own Starting
blocks, quite an innovation in those days the allemative was
a frowel! To him | owe a deep debt of gratitude and to the
ASPT for the excellent facdities. Looking back | was very
single-mindad, enthusiastic and lecussed bul | was nol too
keen on jogging more than once around the track - 440
vards! The marathon woukd rol nave bean for me! Hawing
said that | was an all round sportswomean and played maost
games al ArmyCommand level 50 | was very il

The linal selection for the Women's team was made aller
the WaASA Championships at White City on 26 June 1948
when | was chosen for the 200m and 400m relay. Harry had
recommendsad thal | shoukd try the 200m; | had never
competed in & 200m event until a few weeks before when |
had shown promise over he longer distance. | was 1o repor
to Team HOD in London for the Olympica on 27 July.

Oince selected we had fittings for the uniform at Bowrna and
Huollirgswath I Oxford Streal b a white dress, navy jackel
and white beret. We had to provide our own white shoes
iwith mediem  heels), stockings, a white slip ete out of our
coupons entitlement - no axira coupons were allowsed. We
were sent red and blue ribbon and an extra wnion jEck to
stitch on a sleevaless white colton vast which we had o saw
curselvies and red and blue ribban to siitich on black shors
which we had io provide to specilic measunaments W not oo
shaor - a far cry from today's lvcra all-in-one lectards, We
also had to buy our own spikes. A navy track suil was
provided - not walerproof!



Thare was no Olympic village for female athletes; the men
were a1 RAF Uixbridge and other national teams were
accommodated in Richrmond Park (whers | was in 1950-51
with 12 Bn). The women of the GB team were guarterad
with Ausiralians and Mew Zealanders at the school of

Domestic SciepIy IS FSIRRH BHBESPrfifad
1o make our own fransport Arangements 1o am%lw {on

the underground peopla tended to stare at my starting
blocks) except on the day we were competing when we
werg collecied by car. We could also reguast a spesial
breakfast on those days. We were amazed 1o see the
Australians tucking into steaks which they had browght
with them by sea (56 weeks vovage), | chose a boiled
egn but it did not stay down! | shared a room with Elspath
Whyte, & London University siudent, who was in the
Dizcus and putling the shol with Bavis Reld {Shergold) see
Lioness Mo 1 of 1998 paga 47.

I remember tha freebies on my bad - a Ramer spongs and
Cwalting {or were they horlicks?) Tablets, a far cry from the
Dlympic hand outs of today; the sponge was used o good
effect at the opening ceramony in heat-wave conditions,
when boy scouts holding national bannars were passing
ot

1 was very diet conscious and was lecky to be on heawvy
duty rations (which included extra milk) whilst attached fo
the Army School of PT. Drugs.....| had never heard of
them! | remember collecting food parcels from the
amateur Athlalics Association office in Chancery Lane
sent from Australia and Canada to supplement our 1848
rations! Mine ncluded evaporated milk,  salmon, sliced
beef, pure cane sugar and chocolate milk concentrate.
Mowadays o course ‘elite’ athletes have disliclans,
physiotherapists, coaches, fitness trainers, managers,
agents. plus the opportunity to train at attiede and in the
sunshine in Australia, South Africa, Amarica atc during tha
British winter.

The opening ceremony was held at Wembley on
Thursday 29 July and all team officlals and competitors
warg invited fo take par in the March past which is a
solemn and integral part of the games, we all had to be
dressad in the ‘official uniform’. Grescs was by tradition
the first team to enter the stadium, then 57 countries in
alphabetical order and last, as tha host Nation, Great
Britain. 6000 competitors in all We received a
tumultuous reception from the packed stadium. HM King
George Vi fook the salute and declared the Games of the
KV Olympiad opan.,

The women's 200m heats were on Thursday 5 August; this
event was included in the Qlymipics for the first time. In the
Warming up arena outside the stadium, | remember sesing
Chief Commander Lady Bowyer Smythe, the
Commandant al Windsor ATS OCTU when | was
commigsionad in Januwary 1947 and many other friends,
waving and wishing me luck, Later waiting in the lunnal fo
be callad into tha arena was a nerve-racking experence; |
was in the last of seven heats in the 200m. | heard that
Fanny Blankers-Koen had won the first heal in a tima |
knew | could da; little did | know she had strolled through
b haal,

Heal 7 4.00pm- my big moment; rain began 1o fall and we
had two false starls, The athlete concemed was
disgualified by the starter; she had come from Chile! On
the third attempt, when you could have heard a pin drap, |
stayed pul for what seemed ages but eventually had an
2E5Y raca, winning in the second fastest ime of the seven

heatz, A team official hurrledly took me down into the
bowels of the stadium fo lie down in a darkenad room
before the semi-finals at 5.00pm!

Fanmy won the first semi-final. In the second semi-final |
ran a dead heal with Shifey Strickland Hmed at 24.9
saconds equalling the Brtish record; the photo-finish
camera (being used for the flirst tme in the Olymipics)
could not separate us. Timings were only to one tanth of
a second, ol 1o one hundredth as now. The judges coukd
not believe it and called for a second copy of the photo-
linisk; this was the first dead heal recorded in the games

For the 200m finals the next day, the heavens opened and
conditions were atrocious; the frack was under water and
lanes coukd not easily be seen. One newspaper reported
thal the driest place in Wembley on & August was ingside
the Empire Pood, Even so the stadium was at full capacity
with BD,000 speciators, as thare were on each day of the
athletics, Thare wera six of us in the finals and | was in
Lane 4, we had a good slarl.  Harry Harbin was an
Qlymipic official, on fhe wind gauge in the centre of the
stadium whilst | was competing; | was very conscious of
his support and encouragement at the time. | wall
remember walting to the last possible moment, as
instructad by Harry, before making my final burst lor the
fape and | pulled up ifrom filth to a mud-bespattered
second. It was undoubtedly the tming of that final
supreme effort thal gave me the silver madal again
decided by a photo finish, placing A Paterson USA 3rd,
Shirley Strickland Australia 4th, Margarel Walker GB 5ih
and Daphne Robb South Africa 6th,  After her 200m
Victory, Fanny =aid ‘that was my hardest race and | am
terribly happy',

Fanny was undoubtedly the star of the games with three
individual gold medals in the 100m 200m and B0m hurdles
and a team gobd for Holland in the 400m relay. At this timsa

The Plaudita
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she held five world records - 100 yards, 100m, 80m
hurdles, high jump and long jump! No wonder she was
known as the Flying Dutchwoman!

It was a very moving experience on the rostrum as |
watched the Upippif ' laoer od
to attention foLnj'l?he Eﬁiﬁﬁ%ggs&gﬁgﬁ’ﬁ%&%ﬁgng
or signs of emotion! My only regret was that the rain had
played havoc with my hair, my track suit was saturated and
the white heather pinned on by a well-wisher was looking
decidedly limp. The President of the International Olympic
committee, Mr J Sigfrid Edstrom presented my medal in a
box, not on a ribbon placed over my head as nowadays
and no bunch of flowers. | was then hustled away to be
interviewed first by Max Robertson in the radio van and
later high above the stadium by Jack Crump on television;
in those days there were very few who had teievision to
see my very bedraggled state so | need not have worried!

My parents who had been a great support throughout and
my brother Desmond watched from the stands near the
200m start with A G K Brown, the 400m Gold medallist in
the 1936 Berlin Olympics and my brother's housemaster
and athletics coach at Cheltenham college.

The closing ceremony was a formal occasion with the flags
of all nations carried into the arena accompanied by the
music of the massed bands of the Brigade of Guards. The
Greek, British and Finnish National Anthems were played
as their flags were hoist above the main scoreboard. The
President of the IOC pronounced the closing of the games
of the XIV Olympiad and then handed the special Olympic
flag of embroidered satin to the Lord Mayor of London for
safekeeping until the next games of the XV Olympiad were
celebrated in Helsinki. After a fanfare of trumpets the
Olympic flame was extinguished. The choir and massed
bands were conducted by Sir Malcoim Sargent. The
competitors had marched into the arena and waved to the
crowd; it was a happy finale although there was none of
the pantomime and razzmatazz of modern closing
ceremonies.

The full length technicolour film “XiV Olympiad - The Glory
Of Sport’ the official film of the games made history in two
ways: it was the first Olympic colour film and also the first
full length feature film to be produced in so short a time. In
September 1948 | was invited to appear at an early
screening of this film in Cheltenham, my home town. In
1992 | was invited by the British Film Institute to a private
showing of refurbished film. The 1948 colour film was
fading and also the material of the film was highly
inflammable so it had been restored. | met other Olympian
guests including of course Fanny Blankers-Koen. It was
good to meet her again.

Looking back all that time ago, representing Great Britain
was a wonderful experience. Fifty years later | remain in
the record books under Best British Medal Performances
for my silver medal in the women’s 200m event!

The opening ceremony had engendered an exhilarating
feeling of national pride with 59 countries represented,
such a short time after the war. In the famous words of
Baron de Coubertin, founder of the Modern Games:

‘The important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning
but taking part. The essential thing is not conquering but
fighting weli.’

Is this true today?
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1918-1998
The First World War Remembered

A special exhibition and programme of commemorative events at the Imperial War Museum
19 September-28 December 1998

THE
FIRST
WORLD WAR
REMEMBERED.

The Imperial War Museum is mounting
a special exhibition to commemorate
the eightieth anniversary of the end of
the First World War.

The exhibition will cover a range of
topics including the story of the
Unknown Soldier; the creation of the
multitude of reliefs, sculptures,
cemeteries and monuments as
symbols of remembrance; the founding
of the Imperial War Museum; the
emergence of the poppy as an icon of
the fallen; and the impact of the war on
society. The way in which the war
recorded by artists, writers, composers
and film-makers will aiso be illustrated.

Among the exhibits will be drafts of
several of Wilfred Owen’s most
powerful poems; the typescript of
Siegfried Sassoon’s Memoirs of an
Infantry Officer, corrected by the
author; an easel and paintbrushes
used by John Nash, CRW Nevinson
and Sir Willliam Orpen; the original
typescript of RC Sherriff’'s play
Journey’s End; and a costume from
Joan Littlewood’s celebrated
production of Oh What a Lovely War.

A number of accompanying talks,
readings, film shows and other events
are planned.

June 1998

Press information imperial War
Museum
Lambeth Road

London SE1 6HZ
0171 416 5000

Christopher Dowling
0171 416 5310
Fax 0171 416 5311




Are the Barracks still standing?

Gulldterd
From Camp tB Dilv¢ smpressor Free Version

Do you ever wonder what became of Oueen's Camp'The
WHRAC Depot and Training Centre/QOusen  Elizaboth
BarmacksWHAC Centra'Cuean Elizabeth ParkThe Armrny
Women's Training Centra at Guildiord?

Well, | did and flive years after its closure | found out from
e MOD that it will be demolished in order 1o bulld an estate
of at kaast 300 houses on the 48 acre site. No date has been
sel for this althowgh il is Bkely to happen within the naxt wo
to lour years, The site confinues o be maintained and the
local TA has bought a plot of land which has now been
farced off and includes the former HO Olfices, the Stores
bailding and the llagpoke.

Meanwhile, would Il be possible fo pay a visit o the sile
bedore the bulldozers move in? Thanks to Lt Col Chris Barry
of HQ 4th Divislon ab Aldorshol and Mr David Cope, the
former Accommodation Services Accountant, | was able to
gpand a very nostalgic meming on 12 March visiting old
haunis which | had nol sean for 29 years and had naver
axpacied to sea again.

The Moin goie

Where are the Baltleaxes?

Back in 1965, | had arrived at the Depat in the ‘yellow peril’
on 12 April just six months after it had been officially opened
by the Queen. Everything was brand new and the latest
thing in 1880°s public architecture. | came sfraighi from
school one week after my seventeenth hirthday and
altncugh very nervous as | had never had a job before, | was
excited lo have left home and proud to be joining the
WRAC. The previous year | had paid a visit to old Barracks
and the new bauildings made quite a contrast to the old
Missen huts tharne.

| joined intake 227, No 2 Training Company, 6 Piatoon,
commanded by Capt MA Moore with training NCO's Sqt
Pickard, Cp! Gunnill and LCpl Fletcher, (Are you out there
somawherae?) | still have all the letters | wrote to my parents
back home and commented in the very first one, The
sergeants ate, seam OK and our platoon Officer i very nice.
| haven't seen any battleaxes - yet, but some of the girs look
viry paculiar,

Foliowing my Passing out Parade on 13 May, | joined the
WRAC Staff Band. As we were based parmanently at the
Depot, | was to become very familiar with it over the rest of
rriy four year's aendice,

The Gunrdroom

Memory Lane - Dulside

It was a vary funny feeling entering the camp again for the
first time in nearly 30 years, particularty as it had hardly
changed at all. The years fell away and | was 17 again, only
this time all the buildings seemed much closer together and
the place was full of greanery - the thin saplings had grown
iMoo mature trees. The wide open site that | remambered
was now enclosed by housing, the buildings had acguired
pitchad roofs and replacement windows and the cockhouse
had grown an extension. Therne were additional buildings
dotled aboul the site that | didn't recall and the sman
‘vending area’ seemed lo have disappeared under
landscaping. | noted the essault course laid out on the
grass af the side of the square and reflected that the anly
assaull course wa wenl on was the one at the dances at
Aldershot MAAFI

Inside

First stop was Accommodation Block 12, The band was
based on the top floor befora they moved to their own block
Im 1968, Inside, the ironing room now had a fire exit buikt
inta one wall but the ablulions were much the same, | was
s0iry o see the going of my cosy Corporal’s bunk nearby
which had been removed 1o allow for & larger drying
room. The main addition fo the rooms was thal of carpets
which would have seemed absolite lwoury to us, My
memory is of polishing the floors till you could see your face
in them, often at 6,30 in the moening so that we could gef
hold of the polisher before anyone else was up. However,
polishing stopped abruptly afier one Camg Commandant
slipped and fell during a OOs inspection|

The general aspect of the rooms was unchanged and |
recall my proud parents, now both dead, wvisiting them on
the day of the Passing Out Parade and the Camp Open
Day on 7 August 1965. Like many olher fathers | expect,
myy dad look some pholas and cine. film, all of which | stil
have as a reminder of what the camp looked like at the
beginning.
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Back to the Present

Walking on rourd the site, the Bardroom, now kg silent,
was almost exactly as | remembered I8 apart from the small
store room for our music which had been extended. As for

the Sergeant’ . a
maturs srcherd 3 s QLD A o e Yo M
had smart while cupboards but was fundamenially
unattered.

The Bandroam

Mowving on, it was sad to sae the Church, whare we had
played so many times, ampty and deserled and hemmed in
by houses instead of backing on to open fiskds. The NAAFI,
whora we purchased ezsential ®ib sech as name tapes,
black marking ink, dusters and coat hangers and danced to
the hits of the swinging B0s, displaying A large plague at the
enfranca. This commemorated the completon in 1989 of
ithe major maintenance of a now redwndant camga.

The phone box in front of the Education Centre wsed mainky
for anguished calls home and o boyiriands was still in place
as was ihe accompanying letter box, | have a phato, of the
band marching past with the posiman walching in
amazemant,

Returming fo tha entrance (o the siae, the building of the
former Medical Reception Station (MAS), where | spent a
couple of days sick during basic training, seamed
unchanged, as was the stores. Tha Museum is emply now
of course, and the Guardroom deserted, with no-one to care
whether we came or went, A major change an the sile was
that of HO Odtices as fhe while balustrade and slaps up he
frontage had gome completely, to be replaced by fire
astape-lype slaircases al oither side.

The Conkfounse
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Final Thoughts

It seemed very strange to be walking around the camp In
casual clathes, especlally trousers! We werant allowed o
wear them to the cookhousa, ket alone down inlo Guildford. |
recall too, that visiting the local tatoo padour was a
chargeable offence! What 8 conmtrast o todsy's Service
wioeman with thedr camoudlage B.Ds, and beg combal boots, As

for tattoos, they're soon to be compulsony | expect!

The names of places had altered, the YWCA (the -Do’ o us,
I have o idea wihyll, was now 'Sands’, Iha Junior Rank’s
Dining Room, (the cookhouwse), was The Elizabethan’, and
the MAAFL ‘The Tudor Rose Cluk’, The Education Centre was
o tha CInstructional Centre”, perhaps because onby
instnections were received there, as opposed to Education?

Considering my visit overall, | was somy o see the Depot now
desered atter having Deen such a show-place for tha WRAC
for neary 30 years. | was pleased though, to have been in
almost al the stan of iz life and now, 0 be able 1o soo its
passing, afthough | hadnt expacted it o happen quie so
repiclty.

I'm proud to see the way in which the WHAC has now been
fully incosporated into the Britlsh Arry ard 10 hava played a
part in that. I'm glad though, thal the emphasis s now an the
wiork Ehal sendice wormen do, rathes than on the waaring of the
'badges’ of femininity which so oppressed us,

| am particularly gratelul to L1 Col Berry for making my visit
possible and 1o Mr Mike Cope for gleing un his o 10 lake me
around, There may ba a possibility of mora visils so if ampons
B interestad, pease give me a ring on 01705 - 873259

Jane Smith

Formerly W/425400 Sgi. Stark P.J,
WRAC Staff Band.

Deepout

| keep meaning o write about the barracks &l Deapoul. When
e Iriend and | wenl 1o the Dinnes at Frimley Grean we took
ihe opporiunity 1o visit ouwr old barracks, it wsed 1o be oocupied
by the 2nd and 101h LA,

| workod al variows offices at the 2nd Lad, while my Iend was
a stafi driver,

The whole sita had bean re-built and s now occupied by the
Royal Logistic Corps,




Wa were first looking at the Garrison Church when the
congregation came out, they invited us for coffee after which
one of the Officars Kindly went and ook us round the camp.
The only place we recognised was the old gym,
Evenywhare else had been re-built with the exception of the

Oficers Messp e ifiPestlP INFedpBreih O

company office,

Af the end of the barrack square where ocur CSD was situated,
and winere 1 worked, there was one wall standing.

Deepent Comp Gorrisen fnstitute

We looked round the very interesting Museum, also sent some
itemes for inclusion in . | a0 enclosed a rough magp of the
camp as | remembered it.

Mrs Agnes Cain (nes Vedigan)
& Dainvlarmm Closa

Fakenham

W21 8AT

Hayling

My old Gun Site is still theare, | strofled arournd it in Ootobsar
this vear. It Is now part car park picnic area, the bases of
the HAA guns are still here with seats attached to the
perimeter walis and a plages commemoraling the names of
gunners killad wihen the site was bombed in 1840, Even the
ammiuniticn store i3 still there, Hayling 1skard Councll and
Historical Sochaty s to be congratulated for praserving this
areg.

I returmad to Hayling in 19495 in order 1o atiend a2 meeting of
the local Historical Socsety and by chance mel an ex ATS
whi had been in the same Battery as 1, 458 (M) HAA, She
naw ves on the island, We attanded the ATS Dinner Club

Eve Matihews pée Evans

this year when they haekd their tea pary, we also visibed tha
house that was our BHOL. The presant owners are very
interestad in their home's past history.

| spent five days at Simah Holiday Village, Havling, It was a
We'll Mesat Again' holiday and it was certainly a return for
me as the Village' is only yvards away from where the Gun
Sita was - very nostalgic!

The photograph was laken by the GL ‘Mat’ {Radar)y and the
hut was where we slept whilst on night duty - | was Eve
Evans then and | am centre behind Badio Mech.

BSS/PA Eve Matthews noc Evans

THE FIRST

WORLD WAR
REMEMBERED.

The Imperial War Museum s mounting a
spadcial adhibition o commamaorate tha
elghfieth anniversary of the end of the

First World War.

The exhibition will cover a range of topics
including the story of the Unknown
Soldier; the creation of the multitude of
reliefs, sculptures, cemetaries and
monuments as symbols of remembrance;
the founding of the Impearial War Museum;
the emergence of the poppy as an lcon of
the fallen; and the impact of the war on
society, The way in which the war
racorded by artists, writers, composers
and film-makers will also be lllustrated,

Among the exhibits will be drafts of
saveral of Wilfred Owan's most powariul
poems; the typescript of Siagfried
Sasszoon's Memoirs of an Infantry Officer,
correctad by the author, an 2asel and
paintbrushes used by John Nash, CRW
Mevinson and Sir Willliam Crpen; the
original typescript of RC Sherriff's play
Journey's End; and a costume from Joan
Littlewood's celebrated production of Oh
Whalt a Lovely War.

A number of accompanying talks,
readings, film shows and other events are
planned.
Jure 1998
FPress information Imperial War
Museaum
Lambeth Road

London SE1 6HZ
0171 416 5000

Christopher Dowling
0171 4186 5310
Fax 0171 416 5311
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Life after the WRAC

From Newcastle to Arabia

when it comd2ld ALRmPYessr Exg e Nerfionad

in the four legged variety - so Il you don't share this
interast then | suggest you move on to the next pieca!

| enlisted in the WRAC at Dardington ACIO in 1978 as a
driver and reached the dizzy heights of Sgt belore
feaving for a break of sarvice. [ re-enlisted as an ‘H
type Recruiting Sgt and served for another 6 years - &
{otal of thiflgan and a hall years. I'm sura you ars all
awara that during the re-structuring of fhe Army In
genaral and the WRAC in parficular a lol of recruitars
like myself were forced out of thelr jobs, for me that was
a Bow but not the end of tha world.

Horses have always baen my first lova. My sistar and |
have been riding since wa were § and 4dyrs old
raspactivaely and have owned horses sinca we were old
enough to do a paper round to support them! 1 ek
school and wanl straight to work tha next day at a local
racing yard, [continued to waork with horses for the nexi

Clne of fast vears

3yrs until | fancied somathing with a bit more of a
challenge.

Had my recruiting Sgt had her way | would probably
have taken root at Melton Mawbray and still be serving
now as a kennal maid'groom!  But | stuck 1o my guns
and after a couple of months wait (which | spent working
al Butlins, Filey) | enlisted into the WHAC,

When it becarme increasingly obvious hat | was going o
lose my job at Mewcastle ACIO | startad to plan ahaad.
This reafisation coincided with my sister and her
husband thinking about moving house o somewhers
with seme land and stables and she asked me i1 | would
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ever be interested in "doing something with her, with
horses'. She had recently been 1o the UK International
show for pure bred Arabian horses and was iofally
smilten by the breed and their beauly - and it didn't take
long for me to come round to her way of thinking,

After nearly three years of hard work and preparation -
not te mention a Inghtening amount of money - we Now
have a small stud in Epping Green, Essex, where we
breed and show Arab horses. | live in a converted Darn
with 3 gorgeous Parsian cats, from which | also breed,
and my sister and her husband live in the ‘big houss',

As | wnte this in February, we already have one filly foal
which was born 5 days ago and are very excited about
the mext two, which are due in the next couple of
manths. We have three brood mares, a 2 year old and
an 18 going on 80 year old pony of dubious origing and
unknown pedigree!

Last year we were forfunate enough to gt two of our
mares booked in to the top stallion In this country at the
moment. He iz called Simeon Zadik, and is owned by
Mrs Shirley Walts (vou may have heard of her husband
Charlie, the drummer with the Rolling Stones) This
slallion is Egyplian bred and black and as our Iwo
mares are also black we are expecting two beautiful,
exgquisite and very desirable feals, Dur aim is o breed
the best fo the best and arouse interest in our stock
from all over the world - maybe even Arabs themselves
- lha phrase ‘coals to Mawcastie' springs 1o mind!

Whean | think back to the times when | was a ifraining
HNCO al Guildford, marching across that hallowed
ground that is the parade square, or driving some
Brigadier down o Blackdown for a mess night, of
standing wp, pristing in front of a 100 school kids 1o tell
tham aboul the Army - | wonder i this is the same
parson. Mow | wandar around loocking like a bag lady
{but admittedly a stone and a hall lighter) in furry cap,
wellies covered in hay and straw and goodness knows
whal else, up o my elbows in the smelly stufl - but
never happier. | do think that | have found my vocation
in lita,

Howevar, my time in the Army was nol wasted, and |
thoroughly enjoyed maost of it, as all of the experiences
| encountered in the Army gave me the sell confidence
and self belief to undertake a ventura such as this.

If anyone who got past the first paragraph has a
genuine interast in whal we are Ibrying to do here,
vigitors are most welcome - just drop us a line.

Sandra Elliott
Barnlaas Arabians
Bamleas

Epping Grean
Epping

Essax

CM1G 6PLU



Corps of Commizssionaires

For vears whie | was growing up, my father would talk of the
commissionairas, of course | had na dea whal ha was talkng
about. Mow yaars later, | am a commissionars and mbo my

eleventh vear apIyE Compressor Free Version

In MNovember 1987 | joined the Canadian Comps of
Commissionaires at Halifax Mova Scobia, and sarsed lour years
with them, It i a securty ouifii, that employs ex-military
personnal, S0 it 5 abmost ke baing o the Ay, because we
weara biack uniform, with white shifs and black tie, and we all
have that something in common, bacause we have all served,

Irt the four years in Mova Scotia, | served at the Victora General
Hospital at the Mautical Instdute. | dsd a wesk-and at the
Ligutenant Governce’s mansion two weeks at the legislation
buildirg, and ended wp working in the Mariteme Command HO
in the HMC Dockyard, where | was the guard of the Top
Secure’ ansa

| akso ook part in the MNova Scolia Intemational Tatlod' two
vears running. In November 18271 | moved to British Columbes
on te Wesl Coast of Canada, Where | worked about three
vears gt the Vancouvars Intematomal Airport, whare | st
missed delivening a ‘baby’ by about half an kour, | dscovenad
a lady in labour in a washroom.

Pve abeo worked ol all the varous Tax offices, In and arcund
Vancouvers, and the passport office.

| have thoroughly enjoyved my time in the Commissionaires and
have met =0 many wonderful pecple, and | would secommiend
it to anyone.

It has akso bean a way of puttng oy Army Training and
discipline o good use.

Hilda Campbed (nee Grover)
14085 T2nd Ave

Surrey, B.C.

VW 28T

Beauty Therapist And Mother

Yz, thare is ife aller the WRAC and whal a different new life 1
has fumed out o be far me.

I was a member of HM, Forces for 26 vears, 22 years exactly o
the dany, under the badge of the WHAL before g To senve
tha next 4 years in the Royal Signals under the Emmy’, (The
affectionale name for the cap badge of the Royal Signals),

Druring my last 5 years senice | atiendsd Collage at Famborough
in preparation for my second career a5 8 Beauty Therapist. This
was o give me a broad spectrum of qualifications and included,
body massage, manicures, pedicures, eyelash and eyebrow
finting, facals, electrohsis, waring and aromatharapy massage,

It wias i April 1996 when | lnally [ofl the senices wilh the hope
of stading my own bisiness, intaly from home, b plans for
aventually runring my own salone The business really stared to
do owell, with most of my clents coming from the Army
dependents, The plans for my own salon being put on hold for a
couple of years, undil my husband would have leff the senvices.

BUT a= it hemed out all plans have now been temporarby
postponed due o our addfions 1o our famdy.

All my married ke | had longed for a baby. Undortunately, dus to
medical reasons | was unable o conceie nalurally and over the
vears had undengong many coarabions and examinalions, bul o
no avail. Since ten | have been visiting a private hosplal in
London where | have had many IWF attermpts to become

pregrant. Mothing happenod!

After eaving the Army, | decided 1o heve ona last attempd during
FebruanyMarch 1997, In fact the day | complated my trestment
was the same day as the very first WRAD SNCO's reunion
Dinngr hedd in Worthy Down on the 8th March 1897, This date
being one that | will always remember.

Lo and behold, just two woeks laler | was oid that | was
pregnant?

To cul a long story short, | am now e very proud mother of
bwing, Alice and Bargamin, who were bom on the Sth Oclober
1897 - B weaks earfy may | add, Who would have belleved it |

| consider myeel 1o be extromely lucky b0 have had a really
wondedul career In the WRAL whene | had a tharoughly grest

ez, Mow | feed extremealy forunate in having a second carees
which | hope o resume one day,  But in the meantime | heve two
marselious bundles of joy, who keep me fully occupied (day and
night).

WO437408 WO June Skeion née Hawkhead
5 Walnut Drive, Coleme, Chippeniham, Wiltshire.

i)

Alice and Begans
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The Army Cadet Force

Major Sus Davies-Jenkins nee Wilson has sarvad with the
Army Cadet Force for 14 and a half years and loves it. Sha
has sent in the following phatographs and articles. Any ex

WRAC or Eewpwmﬁeﬁghpm%ﬂgfﬁﬁ

should contact Major ires 10 ledrn mong,

Driver To Instructor

Gwent Army Cadei Force (ACF) Sargeant Instrucior Louisa
Hale née Thompson of Ponlypool with two of her cadets,
Bronze medallist of e Gwenl ACF Junior Team Cadels
Gareth Williams (13) of Abertillary and Steven Margan (14)
of Pantypoal

Ten very prod’ said Louise, "Nine of the 20 cadets in the
Gwent feams thia year comea from my detachment’. Louise
wias a driver in the Women's Roval Army Corps, and keft the
maguiar army to be with her Welsh Guards hushand.
‘Coming out of the amy was the hardest decision of my life”,
she said. Buf, she wasn't unemployed for long; just one
week alter becoming a clvilian, she got a job driving for
parcel force, and she has baen wilth tham evar since. In the
meantime, she joined the Anmy Cadets in Gwent a3 an Adult

JOINT SERVICE HOSANNA HOUSE GROUP

NEG CHARITY HCPT/NHT (LTD) No. 201074 (JSHH GROUI
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DO YOU HAVE A HANDICAP
OR HAVE SPECIAL NEEDS?

COULD YOU CARE FOR
SOMEONE WHO HAS?
PLEASE HELP US, HELP THEM

Ficture cowrfeay of Moo See Dovies-dernkins

Ingtructor, and 15 clearly very happy with hes naw part-tirma
joby in uniform looking after teenage boys and girds,

Tha Armmy Cadet Force is a wvolumtary nabonal yvouwth
groanisation sponsored by the Army, which currently has
o 40,000 cadals.

Gwent ACF contact:Major John Ryan on 01633 267077

JSHHG

The Joint Service Hosanna
Howse Group (JSHHG) Family
Group has recanily formed to

help all make or female ex-service
parsonned ar their depandents
who have special needs, enjoyv a
waek's holiday of a litetims m
France, at Hosanna House,

TF

- a
v,

Mominations for places in the
JEHHG who will join in the 1999
International Mitary Pilgrimage
celebrations are being taken now
and valuntaer helpers ara
required on & one to one basls,

The group will fravel by air from
Exeter o Lourdas. Cost molusive
to nominees and helpars alike
approsimalely E380.

Sponsors and donations for
nomaness fares and growp
medical supplies are welcome
fram any sarving/ax-senics
association, branch of indhviduals,

More information through your
Sarvice Chaplain or deract (o
JSHHG Secretany:-

Ann Mclonald,
37 Bam Park Boad,
Pevarall,
Plymiouth,
PL3 4LP,
Tedfax: 01752 253471




Stories

GLADYS LANGRIDGE
My own memdred o RTHREE S Frge Nersion o
the actual events in the years 1941-1943. They are
anecdotes from an ordinary private.

| well remember the day in August 1941, when having
applied to join the ATS | was summoned to London for a
medical examination and was given the ‘Kings Shilling’ to
keep and to swear to keep my loyalty in the service of
King and Country. To celebrate that evening | went to my
first Promenade concert at the Albert Hall!

My initial training took place at Wrexham in North Wales,
and it was a very wet introduction to the parade ground,
enough to dampen the spirits of all but the most
determined volunteers. Inoculations further highlighted
the often intense home sickness most of the Rookies, as
we were called, felt in that first fortnight of joining up. This
gradually lessened and by the end of our initial training
we were ready to go out to the units we were assigned to.

I found myself with a group of about 12 on a train to
Cheltenham to join a Signals Unit, whilst | was vetted for
security reasons and this took several months. | was
assigned to the Officers Mess as an Orderly. Eventually,
the security release came through and | began work at
the War Office Signals Office as an Orderly/Messenger.

Late in 1942, the Americans came to Cheltenham and our
unit was disbanded and | was sent to Bradford, to the ATS
Signals Training School, to train as a teleprinter operator,
and after the course | was posted to Reigate. After a few
months | was diagnosed with Encephalitis and
Parkinsons and spent most of the next two years in
hospital.

These are the bare facts of my life in the ATS, but convey
nothing of the great comradeship that | experienced in
common with many thousands of service personnel in
wartime.

The heightened dangers of war and the isolation from
ones family all combined to bring us together.
Friendships were formed and loyalties to our particular
branch of the service contributed to the determination to
see the war to a successful conclusion.

It was during my long illness which took the form of
complete paralysis that this comradeship most
manifested itself. | was sent to Leatherhead to an
emergency hospital, quite a few miles away, yet not a
week passed without one or more visits from my friends,
Officers and other girls that had been in my section.

I can still remember waking on my birthday, on my
bedside table were presents from my fellow patients and

nurses, one patient had contributed a small bunch of
spring onions, having heard me complain that they never
serve spring onions in their salads!

After lunch on that birthday a deputation from Reigate
arrived staggering under the weight of what appeared to
be a packing case! They first presented me with a huge
cake, decorated with sweet petals and chocolate icing -
the whole Signals Unit having given up their sweet rations
so the cooks could make it for me. There were lots of
bars of chocolate, 200 cigarettes, eggs and all sorts of
other goodies which in war time austerity meant a good
deal of personal sacrifice, in order to make my birthday a
happy one. There was also a Gigli record, as | was an
opera fan, and a book which remains with me as one of
my most precious possessions, called ‘Of Human
Bondage’ by Somerset Maugham, and in it was a get-well
message by the C/O Reigate, A Section and the NCO’s
and Privates of C.Section.

The following Christmas was just as exciting. On
Christmas Eve a group, who had obtained permission to
take me to Reigate, arrived armed with a wheel chair and
overnight sleeping things. | was carried to the billet and
arrived in time for Pay Parade. Sadly | was not entitled to
draw any. Hospital Allowance was paid by the Army
Hospital Administration Officer who came round on
Thursdays and paid me the princely sum of 7 shillings.
The party that evening was a great success. | tried to
remain calm even though my heart was bursting with a
mixture of pride and humility. | was cossetted by the
Sergeant Major who saw to it that | was not overwhelmed
by the excitement. Next morning she disproved the
sarcasm of the old war time song by not only bringing me
a cup of tea, but my breakfast in bed as well!

A week later | was invited by B Section to the New Year
festivities and then | was allowed to stay for two days, the
welcome was equally warm and | was even taken to the
YMCA for coffee and to the cinema.

Alas the Hospital refused permission for me to go to the
C Section party saying | had enough excitement.

Looking back on those days, which did so much to lighten
the dreary routine of hospital | am all the more certain that
despite great medical care and treatment, had | not had
the moral boosting comradeship of so many of my friends
in the ATS | would not have survived, let alone largely
recover from my illness. | still correspond with many
friends of those times, and a few | still visit.

Gladys Langridge
¢/o 1 Moorland Park
Old Newton Road
Bovey Tracey
Devon TP13 9DH
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SISTERS IN ARMS

At the end of July 1941 my sister and | reported to No.15 ATS
Training Centre at Aldermarston Court. Our feelings were
mixed, excitement and, yes, a little apprehension. Mother had
been rather te RAG i ight.
Excitement wor?tﬁafggﬁ ho eger, angdgggigph?gm(ﬁgun
was unforgettable - a lovely building smothered in wisteria in
full bloom. We were directed to our huts and saw, for the first
time the biscuits and blankets folded at the foot of each bed,
and took surreptitious glances at those who were to be our
companions for the next three and a half weeks.

We were all vaccinated and inoculated over the first weekend.
We were not unduly affected by all the medical attention,
although a few girls were faint and otherwise unwell.
Sympathetic but firm NCO’s were at hand to comfort them.

On the Sunday morning we joined the Catholic Church Parade
attired in the only uniform then available - khaki lisle stockings,
brown walking shoes, a khaki overall and a khaki raincoat, in
July. As in those days women and girls wore hats to attend
church, | was stumped for a head cover as | had no scarf with
me. Using initiative, | wound a narrow blue silk girdle around
my head, snakewise. | asked where we were going and was
told ‘to Douai’ which didn’t really enlighten me. Imagine my
appalled embarrassment when, arrived at church and installed
into the back pews, a contingent of boys marched in and |
realised that Douai was a boys school. | shrank into the corner
hoping that the boys would not be too curious about the
distinctly odd group huddled in the back pew. Both my sister
and | envied those girls who had joined a week or two earlier
and who wore caps and uniform. Incidentally | little thought
then that, 20 years or so later, my next visit to Douai Abbey
would be to enrol my sons there.

| really enjoyed my basic training, loved the drill and the PT
which seemed to consist of English country dancing and
ballroom dancing sessions with Gwen Sylvester who, as
Victor's sister knew a thing or two about the subject. We had,
of course, also to take our turn at cleaning the ablutions - |
remember we used paraffin and sand to clean the baths,
which surprised me not a little. 1 also spent a whole day in the
kitchen cutting up a side of beef for next day’s stew and being
chided by the NCO I/c for cutting off too much fat.

At the end of our training we were all anxiously and hopefully
waiting for our posting instructions. To our delight and surprise
both my sister and | were posted to HQ Company. To us this
seemed like a privileged life. No more sharing a large barrack
room with 20 or 30 others, but the luxury and privacy of a small
room of one’s own.

For some time | worked in the postroom where the importance
of security was dinned into me by the NCO i/c. At one time |
was assigned to the strangest job - that of night guard. For a
week | reported to the Officer's mess at about 8.30pm until the
following morning. The first duty each evening was to fill the
hot water bottles and put them into the Officer's Mess where |
extracted the last ounce of warmth from the dying fire. During
the night | was expected to make (quietly) a tour of the Court
three or four times, presumably to ensure that there was no
sign of fire, and, some time before the morning, to fill the coal
scuttle for the next day. | was also able to read the
newspapers and various magazines lying about the mess,
which was a bonus. At 8am | was free to leave the Mess, have
breakfast and return to my room to rest - it was not easy to
sleep - until lunch time. My sister and | would sometimes hitch
into Reading where a kindly grocer sold us bags of broken
biscuits.
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We have a sad remembrance of that time. This was when one
of the switchboard corporals died suddenly. Her funeral
service was held in the little church in the grounds and she
was buried in the graveyard there. HQ Company formed a
guard of honour from the church to the grave, and the sight of
her young teenage daughter saddened us all. | remember that
there was none of the usual laughter for the rest of the day.
We were all very quiet.

A happier occasion was in October 1941 when H.R.H. The
Princess Royal visited the Training Centre. There was much
shining of buttons and shoes for that event.

Eventually, in December 1941, my sister and | were separated
and posted way from Aldermarston, but those five months
there remain as a very happy beginning to my six and a half
years in the ATS.

Mrs EM Ballance nee Sharles
65 Cutteslowe House

Park Close

Oxford OX2 8NP

BE SURE YOUR SINS WILL FIND YOU OUT.

We were an Ambulance and Staff car Unit at Folkestone. We
worked flat out during the evacuation of Dunkirk after which we
were moved back to a little village near Leeds Castle called
Otham.

We had our field Ambulance taken away from us with the result
that for a short time we had surplus drivers. A batch of us were
sent out every day to help in the hop fields. We must have been
an amazing sight with our gas masks strapped to our chests
and our tin helmets on our heads whilst the Battle of Britain went
on overhead. The East Enders who used this as a Summer
Holiday could pick a bin of hops in the time it took four of us to
do the same. They were a lovely friendly collection of very old
and very young. We gave our earnings to the Spitfire fund.

On Saturday nights a three tonner filled with girls used to attend
the Village Hall for a dance. The girls were not allowed in the
bar and a Sergeant had to be in charge.

On my first duty | met a handsome REME Corporal who danced
well. He asked me what my job was before being called up. |
was too ashamed to tell him | had not had one and the first thing
that came into my head was that | had been a Tight Rope
Walker! He was always there when it was my turn for duty. He
was enthralled with my previous profession. | talked about my
training, diet, clothes, parasol, where | had worked and life in a
caravan always on the move.

One evening | was letting down the tail board of the lorry to let
the girls out when he rushed out of the hall saying, ‘1 am so glad
it is you Serge, there is someone in the bar who you must know,
areal Lion Tamer'. My heart sank, | felt dreadful. Be sure your
sins will find you out. Luck was on my side however as the Lion
Tamer was assisted out drunk before the evening was over.

| have since wondered if he was a Lion Tamer?

Daphine BD Lance
(Major Rtd)

15 Vint Crescent
Lexden Road
Colchester

Essex CO3 3QQ



W/19155 CORPORAL R BRADSHAW (Née Walker)

| have recently come across an issue of ‘the Lioness’,
through another ATS member and am wondering whether
you would be interested in memoirs of one of the early
members. PDF Compressor Free Version

| signed up, aged just 18, in July 1939, at a rally in Hyde
Park and was called up on September 8th 1939. |
presented myself at HQ, | cannot remember precisely
where. There | was given a cursory medical, issued with
army clothing and was posted to the 36th County of London
platoon and sent to serve with the Grenadier Guards at
Windsor as an orderly, there being no other posts available.
We were only about 2 dozen giris and caused quite a stir as
we marched (very awkwardly) through town. None of us
had been to a training school, we were complete rookies.
However, we were soon knocked into shape by the guards
NCO’s on the parade ground.

| was stationed at Windsor until September 1940, when |
was sent to Royal Engineers at Brompton Barracks in
Chatham to replace a girl who was unnerved by the
bombing. We had to sleep in underground dug outs, there
was almost continuous air activity and we had to wear tin
hats whenever out and return for a 10.30pm curfew. One
day we awoke to find some nearby houses had been
demolished, also the Officers Mess where a number of
people had been killed. | served in the men’s mess together
with 3 girls on my shift.

| applied to join the Royal Signals as a teleprinter operator
and was sent to Bournemouth for a 6 week course at the
Signal School. | was a clerk by trade, | soon picked up the
teleprint but was rather non-plussed, when after 4 weeks
training, | was unexpectedly sent to Chester having not
learnt how to work the printer switchboard and was put
straight on one! Thank goodness my fellow workmates
were able to put me right.

After a few months, | was posted to the War Office at
Cheltenham, working one teleprinter which included several
coded messages and on week one the very large
switchboard. | was there for 14 months and planned to be
married on August 6th 1942, but suddenly we were all
posted to other units. | managed to get compassionate
leave, as did 2 fellow ATS who were my bridesmaids. We
managed to have a lovely day accompanied by a few ATS
who had not yet been posted.

My next posting was to the 41 A.A. Brigade just outside
Cambridge. By then | was a Corporal and after 14 months
at Cambridge my last posting was to Northern Command at
Newcastle. There | was in charge of one of our 3 shifts and
was due to be made a Sgt. However, after a few months |
became pregnant and was discharged in January 1944 after
4 years 4 months service.

Since then | have lead an ordinary life and brought up 3 fine
daughters.

I would not have missed my ATS years for anything, the
wonderful comradeship and fun and still have a lasting
friendship with two of my pals and keep in contact with the

children of my first pal, who sadly died over 40 years ago.

Mrs R Bradshaw nee Walker
1 Moorland Park

Old Newton Road

Bovey Tracey

V.J.DAY IN EAST AFRICA
BY FLORRIE BRACHER (Née Debney)

| have recently been introduced to the local branch of the
Association and one of the members kindly gave me some
back numbers of the ‘Lioness’ which | read with a great deal
of interest, especially the letter by Barbara Kersley about V.J.
Day in Africa in Issue No 1.1996.

This letter stirred up many memories for me, some happy
others not so happy. | was also in Nairobi at that time
serving with No 2 ATS Clerical Company, having been
through the holding unit at Radnor Place in September 1943,
prior to going out to Kenya in the November on the troopship
ARUNDEL CASTLE. After six very uncomfortable weeks in
convoy through the Mediteranean, we eventually arrived on
Xmas Eve. This Christmas was never to be forgotten. On
Christmas Day when we went for our lunch (NO TURKEY
1) We were given a bag of toiletries by the ladies of Kenya
(the equivalent to our WRVS). From then on we were kept
very busy working as we were in the Record Office which at
that time was situated next to the Law Courts in Nairobi. We
had our good times and enjoyed our leave every six months
when we stayed at the only hotel near Thompsons Falls. We
also had our bad times especially the tragic death of Sgt Jo
Aston as previously mentioned. She was a great friend and
colleague, having met up in 1941 while working in the
Records Office at Leicester, then going on to Radnor Place
and spending time together in London while waiting for
movement orders. Then going out to Africa with some of the
other girls we had been working with since we joined, we
were all looking forward to our demob in the November and
planning a real get together in London. My lasting memory
of Jo was the party on VJ Night, when we all joined in the
dancing with the men who were stationed at the transport
Battery near our camp, which no doubt any of the girls
reading this will also remember.

On the whole, | was glad to have had the experience of
service abroad and it is very nice now to be able to share that
experience with the other ‘girls’ at our meetings. | rose to the
dizzy heights of Sergeant before being posted, but
unfortunately we were sent over before my 180 days
expired, so | had to revert back to Corporal. | was known to
all girls as Deb as my surname was Debney, so if any of
them are reading this | would love to hear from them. | look
forward to our Association meetings, and my only regret is
that | didn't join earlier, as we have a great bunch of girls
here in Gt Yarmouth.

Mrs Florrie Bracher
17 Hertford Way
Gorleston

Gt Yarmouth
Norfolk

NR31 7LH
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MICHELHAM PRIORY

| wonder if anyone reading this senved with me at E.S.5.0. (East
Sussex Sub-District), based at Michelham Priory, near
Hailsham), betweenhmmﬂaﬂhtumwiﬂqﬁmmmm
dowm? :',"b e e il A

and Line) withl e B W
along with clarks, I:h'n.remrl:hpaﬁl riders, mﬂﬁﬂmﬂmﬂel‘ﬁes
under the command of Brig. Costin, What an idyllic and beautiful
place it was - and sl 15 - sihuated on the Cuckmene rver, ciose
to the South Downes, aight mes frorm Eastbowme, and clse 1o
the lovely village of Ariston, and Drusillas, where we often
oycled for a delicious tea whean we wena in funds!

Im 1960 the Priony was acquired by the Sussex Archasciogical
Trust argd has ever since been open o the general pulbilic, and
ovar the vears | hawve often visfied it Dut revers once measling w
with ary other ATS members who ware siatoned thare,
although | was toid by the curator that they did ofien have visits
from pecple who had served there,  On one oocason | was
askad to sign the Visions Book whach 1 oid, adding my previous
namse and rank, and my present address and talephane rumber,
but mo-one has evar cordacted me. There was another name n
the book which | knew immediately she didn't put her preseni
address. so was unable to conlact her,

Bige Try Schoal Puiney

I made a great friend af e Priory - Pra, Moa Loy who came
from BoBon, Larcs. And we kepl in touch aftes wa ware
damobbs=d and visited each other often. She was the lelephonist
wiho was always on the same shift as myself and we wera close
friends right up to her death in 1996 - a wotal of 53 years, Many
will rernarmber ‘our Mora® Tar her never-tailing choeariuinass and
Eughder, hesr miarth country hiemour and rich Lancashire accenl

Tne oidest parts of Michelham Pricey date from the 13th century
and, not surprisingty, was reputed o be haunted. | remembes
howr spooky I was when on might duty nthe Signal Oflica | had
to fake messages to the Duty Officer. making my way through
the pitch dark corrdors and up creaking stairs to his office, then
retuming all the way downstairs and out aoross the courtyand o
ther Signal office: which was housed Ina pre-fah woddern buliding
in the grounds.  We Signals worked a 3 shift systarn weh a
week's nighl duty every thres weeks, at the end of which we
ware off duty from 8am on the Saturday wntil Bam on Monday.
As | Bved in the West London area | used io dash off after
breakfast and cycle the three miles to Berwick (Sussend staton
o cabch the 9.20arm fast train 1o Viclosa, than lake lha
undenground o Hounskow, amving homs about micday.
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| did my basic ftraining ai Talavera Camp on MNorthampson
racecourse and | well remember how oold B was, being the
depths of winter Movember 1542 50 | was most interested 1o
read brs Joan Scandan's letter in Mo esue of Lionoss this year,
i wiich she mentioned that she also did her irdisl eeing at the
same camgp in Janusary 1942 i bittarly cold waather,  She
recalled the wooden huts with the one rourd stove in the middle
- how well | remembar that stoeal When ifwas my um o get i
geengy, wiech had o be done aroued 4.30pm eveny aflemoan, |
was told it was my responsibility to get the kindling for this, and
fandly imagined that | would find plenty in the fuel store - wishful
thinkenyg - others had beaten mea to it and all | could fird was & pile
of shanvings swept up into a comear, | gathened up as misch as |
could and humied beck o the hid where shivering gels sat
Resddled o their bunks. | e e stove with paper, plenty ol the
shavings, tapped with oval coal brickettes, R 2 maich and sat
back o enjoy my handiwork. Moghing happened at first, then, fo
my hormor, smoke began pouwing from the stove and fram every
jim i thee bong chimmey reaching up into the roof. People shot
off thelr beds ard Ned ol into the Treezing nighl chokig and
coughing! | sal thess hormor slnueck while an rate corporal bold me
to rake it all out and start again, which | did, with lears of
frustration - and smoke running down my biackenad face, while
shivering girts hung around the door, | siruck ancther match -
orily 13 have the same thing rappen all over again! I ksdn't
occurmed o me thal fe shaangs wena veny darmp, haning bean
rasned o snowed upon during the day. The stove was ewvantualby
gal going but cartainky not by me |

Mishelhem Pricey R Sigs Sectlon

After besndng Northampson | was posted o Pulney  Signals
Trairr school 0 leam Morse code ard be a wiraless opearatar
alihough, having trained in civilian lite as a shorthand-typist | had
axpacted o camy on doing that, but the Army had ather ideas, as
i5 often the case. We leamed later that we ATS TWLS were
needed o replace men operaloss who were being sent
oversaas. | couldnt babeve my luck in baing posted. Many's tha
fime I've arrivesd on vy parents doorstep with 8 coupla of fnends
froem the Signals school, ready to demolish the delicious meals
ry mother somehow maraged to produce!

Aler keairy] Putney | wenl fhrough several postings betora
evardually amiving at Michelharn Priory in the late spring of 1943
- such a bagubiul place.

I am enclosing a photograph of pan of the signals section at
Michelbam Prary about 194445 and would love to haar from
armyone who saneed thens from 184346, | also ancloss a phato
taken outside Signals schoo! at Putney eary in 1943 - i anyone
recognises themselves please get intowche §imight add that | am
e T and rermembar iy sanace days with grest afection

Mrs Eileen Taswer (néa Danch)
T6 Chasterfieid Road
Gloring-by-Sea

Waorthing, W . Sussex

BMiZ 6BZ



MY WAR WORK 1941 - 1945

I enlisted in the ATS in 1841 having pul my age up a year io
do sal My initial fraining was in Northampion and afler six
weeks raning | was posted to Hayling Istand which had
been flattenadRiiph ré8sorsFreeNidmsiohwas
sent 1o Birmingham College on a course for a Higher Grade
im Clercal work and having passed that, was senl to Dover,
known as Hell Fire Cormer as the town was continually being
shelled by the German's from France. At first | was clerking
in Largdon Anti-Alrcraft Battery before becoming a Plotter in
the White Cifls tunnels wunder Dover Casile; after the
training and signing of the Secrets Act | was plotting small
boals going across the channel o France on essential war
facfics and their return o base. | was on duty when the
German Balileships Schamhorst and Gneisenau slipped up
the channel in the thick fog due 1o a radar fault, and nothing
o do with me!

My next and last posting was 1o Maidstone where | worked
in the Medical Room of a traiming camp, There | meat my
husband and n 1944 was marned in ibe Parish Church of
Maldstone, evensyong baing in uniform - apart from the vicar?
It was there thal after V.E. Day 1945 | was demobbed to
start a now life in peace lme,

Mrs Hazel Murphy nde Crocker
T Medusa Court

Kings Parade

Holland - on - Sea

Eszex CO15 5JL

DRIVING TO VICTORY

| was an Ambulance Driver in the ARP at Folkestone,
At the beginning of the war untll Dunkirk when | and
threg friends decided we were not doing enough o
thwart Hitler, =0 in January 1942 we enlisted in the
ATS. Ona friend and | ware posted to Morhampton
Race Coursa aon January the 10th in 3 feet of snow, we
never got warm! For the first week, while we wera siill
not alowed out of the Barracks, we had no success in
lighting the Toroise stove, Wae weara supplied with coal
and damp paper bul no wood! Tha ablutions ware
down a paved path about tan yards away, and the
showars were across the far side of the enormous
Parade ground, The showers were always cold. We all
had terrible ams after our Injections, and for the first
lew days had o help each ofher gel into our clothes. At
nighit wea piled on all our clothes, neluding our haavy
graalcoats on top of our beds, to sleep and keep warm.

Az so0n as we couid, we trudged Into Morthampion and
wanl 1o the public baths twice a week for a hot soak, wea
had a cup of cocoa or bovril by the swimming pool
afterwards. Wea learnt to drll on the parade ground on
top of the snow and never saw the concrata, Margaret
and | and five others, were posted to barracks at
Hereford, for a 10 week Training Course on Army
trucks, B0 percent of the course could already drive.
The male instructors had all been regulars in India and
in the Morwegian Campaign or at Dunkirk and said they
were going 10 turn us inte men. The training centre had
ocnly been opan as an ATS training centra for 5 months.

Some of tha men ware sullering rom ‘post Dunkirk'
nerves 0 wa ambulance drivars wera sought after as
reliable Wruck drivars. - for instruction.

Then we were posied to Henlease Barracks, Bristol,
whena il was guiet, 5o Margaret and | and two olhers
managed 1o gel a posting aller a faw waaks, and wara
sant to 3151 Chetenham M.T. Coy, thera | found myseli
immediately driving a security van to London, on a daily
shuttle for- the War Office. partly evacuated to
Cheltenham, Five ‘pick-up points’ on the way, and
avary other night in Lordon, (2 drivers par vahicles.)

After 2 months the W.0. went back to London as things
seemed guieter. 315t Cheltenham M. T. was posted o
Bristol to 202 OCTU, RASC - HO Clifton College. We
girts were blleled in 3 enormous ex theslogical houses
on Cliftan Down. Very early on a gir went to pick up an
officer to take hirm round tha scatterad night guards, ‘Il
can't take a girl round the guards’ he sad, “Well sir,
either | drive or you walk'. No more profest!|

Then the Americans ook over Southern Command,
and we all ‘upped’ and wenl in convoy o Southand,
Eszex, 100 girls and 1000 men, and half of them
cadets,

I toak part in a lot of schemes, driving an Adjudicator or
the M.T. officer, but by Christmas | was suffering from
eye-sirain, night convoy driving on schemes with only
light under the differantial of the wvehicle ahead to
foliow, o | opled to go to Camberey on a delver
instructors course al Mol MTTC.
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After some time, | went on to teaching the ‘16 Tasks’ on
vehicles, and then into the yard permanently, and finished
up an MT.Sgt with 60 vehicles under my charge.

We did almost everything except repairing accidents, de-
coking, and RIMEhG g1 or Thiedastergiosmall
vehicles, such as Austin ‘Tillies’ - IOHP and ‘Bugs’, was
caused by students doing ‘kangaroo hops’ on taking off,
(double de-clutching and no synchro-mesh in those days)
and having to be towed home after taking out the broken
shaft.

Our breakdown vehicle, a 3 ton Bedford, was called
‘Cinderella’, because she did all the dirty work. The
entrance from Portsmouth Road into No3 Coy grounds
had a drainage ditch in front of the hedge on each side,
and students driving a Field Ambulance or a 2 tonner
sometimes turned insufficiently and landed in the ditch.
One had to get ex-railway sleepers from the oil-change
pits in the yard, put them in the ditch, jack up the vehicie,
etc and tow it out backwards.

In the summer of 1945 when civilian vehicle hooded
headlights were being relaxed, a student doing ‘night
driving’ on a 15cwt Bedford was going towards Bracknell,
and dazzled by the new headlights, drove straight into a
telegraph pole on the verge and turned over, snapping the
pole, which fell over the roof. By the time we arrived some
Americans had righted the vehicle and taken the girl to
hospital with a broken arm. Once a Post Office van had
freed the truck of the pole and wires | was towed back to
base. On arrival, 1 discovered | had been sitting in a pool
of acid. (The batteries on 15cwts were fixed between the
two seats behind the gear levers). | had a quick bath and
dunked my dungarees and underclothes but they soon
had holes all over. The Post Office must have cursed us,
we had brought down all the lines between Ascot,
Bracknell and Reading!!

In very cold weather we were in the habit of going down
the line of 15cwts before they started off in the morning
and swinging the engines on the starting handles to save
the batteries. On one occasion | did not check the vehicle
number, it had a re-conditioned engine, and kicked back.
I nearly had a dislocated shoulder.

| was de-mobbed on January 16th, 1946, after a
somewhat devastating last 6 months, 3 months clearing
up the yard and delivering vehicles, motor bikes and tools
to depots all over the place. The motor bikes we took to
Pontefract!! (in Cinderella) after that a Cpl and | were
posted to Gresford, N. Wales for the last 3 months, where
the vehicles were an awful worry. | did a lot of ‘convoy’
work on a motor bike, sometimes round Lake Bala.

| came out of the ATS very thin, but rippling with muscles.

| met an ex-tank commander back at Folkestone after the
war. We were married in 1949, so we celebrate our
Golden Wedding next year!!!!

Mr and Mrs RS Hall
354 Loose Road
Maidstone

Kent ME15 9TT

Tel 51691
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HONG KONG - JUNE 1997

First impression on arrival on 24th June were the wonderful
decorations and the spirit of the majority of the people as
they waited for the 30th June. Hong Kong is always a blaze
of neon lights and signs, but this surpassed anything | had
seen on previous trips.

The people were not waiting in fear, as predicted by all the
media, in fact, in the New Territories, celebrations had been
going on for a week, and this is an area through which the
P.L.A. were to pass after crossing the border. When they
did come they were greeted with cheers and flowers.
Tanks did not come rumbling through the streets and when
| ieft three weeks later military personnel had not been seen
on the streets. They came to replace our troops and with
the memories of Tiananman Square, we all hope that the
one country, two systems, will be successful.

Due to the monsoon rain we watched the events on big T.V.
screens and who could fail to admire the spirit of all who
took part, ignoring the appalling weather? In the great
Exhibition Hall the Handover ceremony was conducted in a
dignified manner and congratulations are due to both
countries. It was thrilling to watch and a moment of history
to always remember.

There was a tremendous cheer in the streets as the
Chinese flag unfurled at midnight. Not many people went
to bed that night. | was lucky enough to join in the
Reunification celebrations that foliowed the 1st July.
Wonderful concerts in the Cultural Centre where music and
songs composed for 1997 were performed. The children’s
choir singing ‘Joy’ was a delight and words fail me when it
come to Tan Dun’'s symphony 1997 ‘HEAVEN, EARTH
AND MANKIND’. Perhaps thrilling would be an apt
description and the anthem sung by Jackie Cheung
summed up the hopes of the people:

Heaven, Earth and all Mankind Listen!

The bells which no longer sound ‘farewell’

Knock at Spring’s door.

The wind of Winter past blows the bugle of jubilation.

The drum, no longer announcing war, plays with everlasting
harmony.

The mother, no longer crying, singing of joyous peace.

Ah! Heaven, earth and Mankind are symbolic.

Everything in the world is one.

| am deeply grateful to Elsie Tu who made my trip possible
and now look forward to returning in 1998 to see how and
if life has changed in Hong Kong S.A.R. (Special
Administrative Region).

Norah Bexhall - ATS No 4861

SUBSCRIPTIONS

REMEMBER TO PAY FOR 1999 BY FRIDAY 13TH
NOVEMBER 1998.

If you would like to pay by Direct Debit please contact:

Mrs Sue Myers at Headquarters




CAN YOU BEAT THIS?

The Thomsaon family irom Edinburgh produeced the following
ATS volunisers.

Jean served BEH PH s Fessor Frg@%mﬂl

Belty (nee Handyside) from 1941 - 1846 Gordon Bks andd
then Rockel Biy

Halen sarved from 1944 - 1975

o

Fecew Thouraor

Berly Huorndyaide

Heten Thoeresan

FOR THOSE BORM BEFORE 1940.

Wa weara bom, belora television, penicilin, pollo shots,
frozen food, zerox, plastc contact lens, video, frisbees and
tha pill.

W ware born Defore radar credil cards, split-aloms, laser
beams, ballpoint pens, dish washers, tumble dryers, elecing
blankats, alr conditioning and drip dry clothing - before man
walked on the moan,

We goi marriad first and than lived together (how quaint can
vion bet),

We thought that ‘fast food’, was whal you had in Lent, a Blg
Mac was an over sized raincoat, and crumpets was
something butierad for tea, We existed before ‘nouse-
husbands’, computer dating, dual carsers and when
‘mearing full refationship’, meant getting along with the
cousing and when sheltered accommodation was whare
you waited for & bus.

We were bom before Daycare Canires, group homes and
dizposable nappies, We never heard of FM radio, tape
dacks or slectrnic typewrifers, arfificial hearts, word
processors, yoghurt and young men weaning earrings.

For us, time sharing meant togethemess a chip was a plece
af wood or 8 potato, hardware was nuts and bolts and
softwane was nol a word.

Betore 1940 ‘'made in Japan' meant junk, the term ‘making
out” was how ona did in exams, ‘studs’ was somathing thal
fastered a coltar to a shirt and ‘going all the way'. meant
slaying on the bus to the tarminus.
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Pizzas, Macdonald and instant coffee, were never heard of.

In our days, cigarette smoking was fashionable, ‘grass’ was
mown, ‘coke’ was in the coal cellar ‘joint’ was eaten on
Sunday, and ‘pot’ was for cooking in. Rock music was
granny's 2P 307 GHERRNEH INF HEAVEIQi0g] e
party and nothing more, Alds meant beauty treatment or
helping someone in trouble. We who were born before
1940 must be a hardy bunch, when you think how the world
has changed and the adjustments we have had to make.
No wonder we are sometimes confused and a generation
gap exists today, but by the Grace of God........ We have
survived.

Jo Anscombe
Hereford Branch

DOES ANYONE REMEMBER ME ?

I spent most of my ATS service in Norfolk, having done
basic training at Newbattle Abbey, Dalkeith in Scotland, -
Hut 50, early 1942, sometime around March to April. My
mum wouldn’t sign my papers at first, but since | said |
would go anyway as soon as | was 18 she gave in, and
there | was, square bashing, and sobbing with
homesickness the first weekend, but that soon passed.

After three weeks training was over and | was advised | was
to be trained as a teleprinter operator in the Royal Corps of
Signals. | bid a tearful farewell to all the friends I'd made,
Tony, Pearl, Stella and Susan - off to be cooks or Ack-Ack
girls (which is what | wanted). So long ago, | can’t put faces
to names - were you little and blonde, Stella? And Tony
were you tall? Do you remember me? Ray Darling?

After your train pulled out leaving me in tears, (strange how
quickly we made strong friendships way back then), |
returned to Hut 50 and sobbed my heart out. There | was
found by Micky Nisbet from another hut, who took charge,
bundled all my blankets together and ordered me to follow
her. We were being kept back as chickenpox had broken
out at Symington camp where we were supposed to go for
training, and all the odd-bodies had to be kept together to
free the huts for the incoming trainees.

Mick and | are friends to this day, we had a reunion in
Hunstanton, in Norfolk, to West Norfolk sub area, or
‘Wensa’. We were known as Scotty (Mick), Mac (Eileen),
and Jock (myself).

There Mick met Frank, a real ‘across a crowded room’
romance, which has lasted over 50 years, though she lost
him last May.

At Hunstanton, we were each paired off with three
switchboard operators, Kitty and Louie from Millwall,
London, who were school friends, and Kath from Grimsby.
Kitty and Louie are gone now. Kitty was my partner, Louie
with Eileen and Mike with Kath. We never sat out a dance,
and were convinced we were all beauties. With hindsight,
we realise there was a plethora of males, Royal Engineers,
North Staffs, RAF etc, and a scarcity of women.

After three months we were moved lock, stock and barrel to
Hillington Hall, near Sandringham, an old baronial type
building with high rooms and long draughty corridors.

Kitty got engaged to Alf, her childhood sweetheart, Louie
met Stan, one of the four RAF wireless operators seconded
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to our unit, and eventually they married. Sadly Kitty, Louie
and Stan have all passed away, as has ‘Uncle Bill’ another
of the RAF lads with whom | kept in touch, and his wife also,
and Bet Linge, from Canvey Island, one of the cookhouse
girls who was loved by all us Signal girls.

I am still in contact also with Molly Sweeney, our little trish
colleen, now Mrs King, and Mary Carter now Mrs Brown.
Pam Sladden who lives near Ashford in Kent but whose
maiden name | can’t remember, and Barbara Alexander
(née Barton) now living in Louisiana, USA.

If any old West Norfolk friends read this I'd love to hear from
them. | am now 74 years old divorced granny with three
sons and two daughters, nine grandsons, six grand-
daughters, and one great grandson with two others on the
way. | am blessed with good health, go line dancing three
times a week and square dancing one night. | love all the
world and its people!!!!

Rachel Davison
née Darling.

14 Hatfield House
Borough Road
North Shield
Tyne and Wear
NE29 6JZ

DOES ANYONE SHARE MY MEMORIES ?

The 1997 No 1 issue of the magazine brought back so
many memories for me triggered by the picture on the
back cover of the wings for Victory Parade in June 1943.
| am wondering if anyone else had the same memories of
being in that special parade at Windsor Castle as an
Officer Cadet while training in Windsor at Imperial
College.

| joined the ATS in October 1942 and became a training
NCO at the Guildford Basic Training Centre, in due
course | went to pre OCTU in Dalkeith, Scotland and then
in June 1943 | was posted to the Windsor OCTU, hence
| was in the parade in June of 1943. | am in the second
rank on the right nearest to the King, George VI, | passed
out as a Second Lieutenant on July 2nd. | have another
picture of the HQ Company parading passed the King,
showing far more of the castle, Band and VIPs behind the
platform.

On leaving OCTU | was posted to 34 Brigade AA in Sutton
Coldfield as a platoon Officer. In May 1944 | volunteered
for searchlight training in Rhyl, North Wales, where we
had a great time learning all about searchlights as well as
how to ride motor bikes in the hills and narrow roads of
North Wales. After training | was posted to ‘B’ Troop 93rd
(M) S.L. Regiment Stationed in Knebworth Park,
Hertfordshire, our HQ was in Hatfield. We were an entirely
female Regiment at site level, male Officers were at HQ
only. It was a happy and active time with quite a number
of excitements of one sort and another. | drove my 250cc
motor bike around my six searchlight sites, crashing on
one occasion outside Beverly Nichols’ house in York St.
Lawrence.

In January 1945 at the time of the Buzz bombs and
Doodle bugs we were transferred lock stock and
searchlights as a regiment to Wimbledon area London.
‘B’ troop was stationed on the golf course on Wimbledon



common. Here too we were kept on our loes and had
some hairy moments, but the only serious casualty was
whan a golf ball (yes they were still playing on the coursa
between raids) broke the front glass of the ssarchlight at
Troop HO,
PDF Conhl)ressor Free Version

The two lasting memaorids of thal period were, ona,
fighting a path for the pilets who were going to France at
the tima of the invasion. We all had 1o “exposa’ our lights
at a low level in a given compass bearing, for whal we did
not know at the time, o form an armow in the direction of
the airborne landings. The other was on VE might whan
my Iroop was chosen o take thieo 30cm searchlighis fo
St.Paul's Cathedral to lluminate the cross and the two
front spires. One light was in the bomb crater at the back
ol the Cathadral, very @arly in the morming we wore on our
way 1o Buckingham Palace, me siiting on the bonnet of

oy Eroon witiliy®

We ware then posted to Titchfield in Hampshire to be
disbanded, a sad time as we had all been together for
gome lime and been through quite excliing tmes all
logether, | was posted to Balhousie Castle in Perth 1o join
HQO 5.E. Scotiand, looking after laundry unit disinfesting
blankets, guite a change after action with searchlights!
Then in November 1945 | was sent on an Officers course
again al Windsor (nice for me as my homa was in
Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshira), on returning to Scotland
| volunteered for service in Egypt, bul | never made it as |
was posted back to Windsor OCTU as a junior
commander Instructor in ATS records, An interesting
time, but not very inspiring 1o teach records. We paraded
each Sunday to the Royal Chapeal in Windsor Castle and
Frincess Elizabeth as a junior commander look the salute
al one of the Passing COul Parades.

I was demobbed in July 1948 from the OCTU posting, so
¥ou can understand why the Wings for Victory parade
made such an impression on me., Windsor played quite a
parl in my sarvice life, ODCTU as a student, and than again
as an instructor for the last part of my service. Happy
daysi

I would love to hear from anyone who has memories
which averlap mine, especially anyone who served in the
Sard (M} 5.L. Regiment from September 1944 1o VE day.

Jean Elisabeth Asdall

nae Badweall, nick namea Tiz
Paveril

Winchester Hoad
Micheldaver

Winchoster

2021 DG

RECOLLECTIONS

After my initial training in Inverness | was posted o
Oswestry for Ack Ack training then on to Kenl, Sussex,
Essex and then over the sea to Antwerp Docks.  After VE
Day those due for demaob returned (o LK and thosa of us
who remained were asked o remuster,

My friend Paggy and | ended up by baing sent to the
B.A.OQ.R. training centre at Sennalager to lrain as ATS

Frovost which didn't make us too popular with others at
the tirma.

When we had completed our courses, we spent a short
time on palrol in Brussels before being posted to a Civil
Internment camp (Sgt Steel) at Neumunater Germany.

Our duties there were to look after and guard a few
hundreds EX S5 woman awaiting their trials and some
times going oul with other sections of the Police to arrest
otners sl in their homes.

During my time there. and this is when | would very much
like o get In louch with anyone who remembers, we

Wier Crirmer Trials ia Hemburg

mioved all the inmates by train {fixed with searchlights and
armed guards) down to Mo level Intemment Camp at
Padarborn.

My ast duty from there before being demobbed in April
1947 was to attend the War Crimes Trials in Hamburg -
photo enclosed shows me on the right - Sgt. Lewin at the
back and Eva Barry on the left who I'm pleased to say got
in touch with me a few waeks ago by the teletext and |
hope o meel up with har.

I've received the Lioness for a number of vears now
always hoping to see or hear of someone | knew, so at
last have written hoping someone may recall having
known me

I have been in fouch with Peggy Leitch and Edie Costin
&79 Biy for & number of years now [we hope o mest up
again in August at the Ack Ack reunion in York).

I will end by saying | had a most adventurous and
memorable lime during my service, enjoying the
comradeship and would do it all over again.

Mrs & Smart (née Chalmorns)
Flat 7 Dunkeld Road
Perth PH1 5RF
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TWO MARGARETS BECOME TWO MOTHERS IN LAW

Mrs Cranmer served in the ATS during World War Il and
the following is an account of how she met up with a

lad lled M
tim in the AUSEAN WORLRS JbiIay Sarvlea T -

Margaret Peterson is the much loved mother-in-law of my
son Nicholas who married Janette - Margaret's daughter,
they have lived in Queensland for ten years.

Nicholas met Janette whilst trekking in India and they came
back to the UK to be married. Margaret visited us at that
time for a month and it was then we both learned that we
were ex ATS/ AWAS serving members during World War I,
but how different were our lives - one battling against flies
and heat, the other against tented Ack Ack sites and wet
socks!!!

But in spite of........... we both have reached our mid 70’s
and between us have two adorable ‘Aussie’ grandsons (and
yes, we both have creaking joints!)

AWAS LIFE IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY

When war was declared | was still a 16 year old school girl,
with 2 younger brothers. My father an engineer found his
firm had been made a protected industry - making army
service weapons etc.

After | had completed a typewriting commercial course at
Business college, | was employed in the office of Julius
Kayser (Kayser Bondor in the UK) where | became a
punch card ledger machine operator, the forerunner to the
present computers. With the war many changes occurred
in Aussie land, dramatically so the once isolated young
country became a hive of activity with the arrival from
overseas of many service personnel. Mainly the
Americans caused great excitement, bringing with them
their different cultures and changing the lives of Aussie
forever. Then came the unexpected queue lines for
accommodation the coupons for everything and of course
the shortages.

Some nights voluntarily | served as a waitress in kitchen
help in the ‘Red Shield Huts’ run by the Salvation Army for
service women and women. On Saturday afternoons |
worked in a factory canning fruit because of the shortage
of labour. Most of these cans were sent to service
personnel. Our land thankfully had only a few enemy
attacks - at Darwin, the Japanese bombs killed over 200
people, and their midget submarines shelled the Sydney
harbour area. Of course all this must seem minor to you
for | am even mindful of the hardships, headache and the
bombing of your own country.

When | was 20 years old, | joined the Australian Womens
Army Service (AWAS) in July 1943, the service had been
only formed about 12 month earlier. | was assigned to the
Corps of Signals Unit, having already a knowledge of
morse code, which | had been taught previously from an
Air Force Base.

| did a months Rookie school, then on to a Signals Unit,
where the course included map reading and general
mechanics besides furthering my Morse Code speed. On
completion and whilst waiting for a posting up North as a
wireless operator, | volunteered to do a courier pigeon
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communications study. Little knowing what was involved
and thinking it was attaching messages to the pigeons by
capsule only, a rude awakening found me cleaning out the
pigeon lofts!!!!

| then did a 6 weeks car maintenance course which apart
from greasing, cleaning and general care, learnt to drive
jeeps, amphibian trucks and 4 wheel drive vehicles.
Unfortunately and foolishly | didn’'t keep driving up and it
wasn’t untit 10 years ago after my husband died that |
gained another licence to drive.

Eventually | was posted to Movements Control in
Townsville, Queensland, some 1000 miles North of
Brisbane. | spent 4 months there working to New Guinea,
then it was to MT. ISA, 600 miles West and near the
Northern Territory Border, MT. ISA was and still is a large
copper mining town, and then it was a staging camp for
servicemen going North to Darwin and overseas. The six
months | spent there were- most enjoyable, but the heat
was unbearable at times - nearly always over the century.
| lost a stone in weight - mother thought | looked like a
scarecrow! From there it was to Alice Springs, Northern
Territory, 750 miles in an open army truck. Not so bad
whilst moving but when the truck stopped, literally millions
of flies descended upon you. Then it was a battle between
the flies and you to see who are first to get eaten by
mistake! | was only a couple of months at Alice Springs
and then caught the train ‘the Ghan’ down through the
desert to Adelaide and then on to dear old Melbourne.
After an absence of 14 months it was great to see my
family and relations again. The winter season was
commencing and it was cold, especially after the heat up
North. My arrival was just in time to participate in the
‘Victory in Europe’ march through Melbourne - May 1945,
the streets of Melbourne went berserk, such excitement
and relief that part of the war was over. | spent over a year
in a camp on the outskirts of Melbourne working a
teleprinter link, high speed links to Kandy (Ceylon) and
eventually Kune - Japan. When the BCOF troops arrived
in Kune - lwo Jima, they opened a link from there to
Melbourne. | was on night shift when it happened and
received the 1st communication sent, which appeared the
next day in the daily papers. 1 still have a copy of that.

Our first AWAY casualty happened at Adelaide river near
Dawin, when our jeep overturned and killed the driver. |
knew him, as we had served in the same unit earlier.

In July 1946, 3 years and 10 days after enlistment | was
discharged and back onto civvy street, and | didn’t like it,
everything seemed so strange. Having to make my own
decisions without a command or order seemed at first odd.

| resumed my employment with Kaysers, where | remained
until after I married in Jan 1953. My younger brother
joined the Navy in the later part of the war and saw service
in and around Japan. My other brother an engineer and
toolmaker was in a protected industry.

There are many incidents and details I've admitted - the
good times - such as the comradeship, the fun the high
jinks, the socials that the camps entertainment groups
produced. You probably can relate to this little tale!
When AWAS were invited to a dance at an all male camp,
we would be transported there, counted like so many head
of cattle and afterwards recounted again. The transport
wouldn’t leave until all were accounted for. We hated this
procedure, the yanks thought it quite archaic and laughed
openly, | can now look back and laugh too.



There were other times when the palliasses were half
empty and uncomfortable, sleeping on the ground too
hard and the draught and cold in the tents. The meals
were often incredible, sometimes fly blown, we would
then spend our meagre pay at the canteen on biscuits to
fill the void. IO PIRISOYFHEE VeASiBlFes-
| feel proud to have been One of so many who served in
the women’s services and have never regretted doing
S0.

I've kept in touch with a few of the ex AWAS we meet for
luncheon, get together and Signal Reunions. But the
ranks are thinning now. Our Corps Signallers motto is
‘Certa Cito’ (swift and sure). | hope this applies to my
letter.

Margaret Peterson
VF511610
516/WM Westwood.M.

PRIVATES PLIGHT.
DAPHNE ATTRIDGE (NEE WILLIAMS)
SOUTHERN COMMAND SIGNALS.

Is the ‘PRIVATE’ in this tale reading this article | wonder?

in 1944 two girls from SMD (South Midland District) based
in Oxford were wandering round the high class store of
Elliston and Cavell when the stopper off a bottle of bleach
one girl was carrying came off and sprayed over a lovely
gown on display. A horrified assistant called the Manager
who looked at the petrified girl and said ‘Have you a private
income?’ And she replied ‘no, only a private’s!’” Of course
the store was insured but I'll never forget how we all felt
when she returned most upset but we did so admire her
reply which we thought priceless, though no wit was
intended.

OBERJOCH - Re-visited
by Helen Jeffries (ex Capt. Beaver)

For those of us fortunate to be stationed in BAOR in the
ski season the name Oberjoch will doubtless revive
memories (and perhaps this article will encourage others
to write about their WRAC service days).

Oberjoch in Bavaria (Southern Germany) was at one time
the venue for the Army Alpine Ski Championships and
the training ground for army Regimental Biathion teams.
I am not sure how many years the WRAC skied there and
completed for the Macfie cup (answer please Colonel
Betty Michell!) We did not of course compete with the
men and by comparison our skiing was a very low-key
affair, most of us being Novices. | recall on one occasion
back in August, talking to a WRAC Major about skiing.
She told me there had been ‘one or two very mediocre
Macfie Cup winners’ and 1 said ‘Yes, ma’am, you are
talking to one of them now’!

Well | was lucky enough to ski at Oberjoch both in 1967
and 1968 several QARANCSs also came and we enjoyed
some preliminary training in Holzgau and Lermoos
{Austria). Where you there then? Have you skied since?
Have you been back?

By chance in 1984 whilst on a family holiday in the
Odenwald region of Germany we had to drive our motor
caravan to Oberjoch to collect the ‘husband’ from a ‘Cure’

- a wonderful ‘holiday’ paid for by the German’s healith
insurance. Oberjoch looked quite different in summer but
we found the shoemaker’'s house where | had stayed one
year and had a drink at the Mattlihaus. | had stayed here
on the second occasion and remember what a walk down
it seemed to meet up with others in the Lanig hotel. This
latter has become very big now with its own ski school
and several shops.

Our friend was actually staying below in the valley at
Hindelang. The drive down was panoramic and not as
terrifying as my first car ride when another Officer and |
were taken out by two corporals in a car loaned them by
their CO (a brave man). | do not even remember the
social event in Hindelang only the long very steep climb
back up to Oberjoch round unending hairpin bends!

The family were very taken with the area and we
arranged to share a cottage with our German friends in
Christmas 1985. The snow was very disappointing and |
felt | should never master the new type boots (the ones
from the shoemaker | had bought with my left over ‘meal
allowance money’ could not be made safe with the skis)
and shorter skis. Had | not joined a ski class | doubt |
should have moved at all. | prayed no one would
recognise the one time cup winner! With the British army
having moved elsewhere one rarely hears an English
voice except for the occasional Langlaufaer.

Again by chance we were in Germany for carnival and
the snow came and we ended up back in
Oberjoch/Hindelang in 1994. The skiing was exhilarating
and probably the most adventurous for me bearing in
mind Oberjoch boosts only Black run (which only our
sons has done) and has only drag lifts. In 1995 | skied
more gently with my daughter. Always toying with
langlauf, though | never know how to stop, | did this all
the time in 1997 when we went later in the season and |
reaily thought that | would not ‘downhill’ again. But 30
years on 1998 and perfect snow found me once more
enjoying the ski slopes at Oberjoch and we have already
booked our apartment in Hindelang for next year.....any
takers!

Certainly Oberjoch has become quite a ski venue
(especially for Langlauf) for the Germans and the Dutch
and there are more lifts, hotels and B&Bs - all fully
booked in the season but the LOWEN still retains its old
world charm and the place remains unsophisticated and
cheaper than most ski resorts.

Helen Jeffries nee Beaver
23 Manningham Rd
Stanwick

Wellingborough

NN9 6TF

40th INTERNATIONAL MILITARY PILGRIMAGE
TO LOURDES 13 - 19 MAY 1998

By Cpl Chery! Stephens AGC (SPS), 1 GS regt RLC

The Second in Command came into the Orderly Room,
gave me a piercing look and said ‘I'm going to make you
an offer you can’t refuse. 1| need a volunteer for the
Lourdes Pilgrimage all expenses paid. Treat it as a
holiday in France’. How could | refuse, so..........
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On a sunny Wadnesday morning | packed my bags and
headed for Guiersioh train station along with 23 ather
budding plgrims for the star of our pilgrimage io Lourdes,
24 hours away.

The miltary psfy PRCiigH 86601 IREVier iitish

servicemen and women with he odd Australian fhrown in
far geod measure, Cur first stop was at Aachen whenz we
ware [olned by the Dutch conlingent for a welcome mass,
mainly spoken Garman, Dutch and a litile Australian,
After the mass we had just enough time for a quick e
cream before we boarded for part two of our journegy. This
stage was highly religicus with 1he bread and wine liowing
freely. The plpar of the Irsh Gds kept us weall entertained
with renditions of "Highland Cathedral' and "When Irish
Eves Are Smiling',

T Rovad fir Losprdes

We finally armved in Lourdes 26 hours kaler, after a short
(izh) delay due to French train sirike. Once in the hotal,
rooms were allocated and sleep set in, after a linie
shopping spree of course,

Friday started with a march through Lourdes to the Grotto,
apparently to get us used to the route (we gol enough
practice at iL) Fathear Steve gave us the welcome addrass
where we werg joined by the Navy and RAF, then on 1o
Father Mark's Tour of Lourdes - well | know where all the
good coffeehouses arel

After a hearty lunch it was a stroll up the longest hill in
Lourdes to "La Cite 51 Plerre’ (known as The City of the
poory. This was accommodation provided at lifile or no
cost o people coming 1o Lourdes thal could ol afford to
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stay in the holels, Most of the accommaodation is adapled
lar the disablad as wall. The motto of the city is 'Lourdes
is for everyona not |ust those who can alford i,

After that it was a guick run down hill in Barrack Dress and
change into No2 dress. We marched through the town for
lhe Opaning mass at S5t Joseph's Chapel, During this
service, one of the British contingen! was ordained into
the Catholic Church, This was followed by the Opendng
Ceremony held in the underground Basidica which was
affectionataly known as ‘the underground car park” and
holds up to 30,000 people,

Saturday started on Friday, well aimost, al 0615hrs we
marched through the tewn behind the band of Hussars
and Light Dragoons to the Grotto for English Mass,
Aryone who was sleeping soon woke up as wea marched
past.

MNaxt wa had the group 'MUG" shot, This photo invobved
squeezing in all 300 of the British contingent on 1o steps
in front of the Rosary Basilica. We had a few hangers on
when about 10 Kalian Soldiers decided they wanted 1o be
in on the action.  The stations of the cross came next, bul
as it was up and down numerous hills | decide 1o decline
the invitation o altend and opl for a glass of lemonade
and a sunbathe in the hotel grounds,

Alter lunch we went for yet another margh, this time o tha
Rosary Basllica for the service of reconciliation, which
was quite an aye openar for a non catholic as the sarvice
included confession. MNeedless 1o say | decided not 1o
confess all, there wera 2 days left of the trip!

We were then asked If we would assist on the procession
of the sick, | was pushing a lady called Mary from the
Hosanna House (an ex services organisation). This was
a vary moving experienca. The procession is to me the
frue meaning of Lourdes where the sick come firsl. Tha
people n the whesakchairs all had a terminal iliness, but,
because of their faith they not only had the courage and
love for themselves but for evervone else. i was a very
humbling experience and it made me realise how lucky |
am to have my health.

Sunday slared with the International Mass at the
‘underground car park’. The same senience in 7 differant
languages iz quite amusing after a while, Sunday
afternoon was the highlight of the pilgrimage for me - The
Closing Ceremany, [ was asked 1o carry the Linion flag lor
the British contingent, only one slight problem, | am 5'3"
and the flag was Bft tall.

We marched through the streets of Lourdes behind the
Irish Gds Piper greeted al every comer with cheers and
applauza from the crowds. The Britlish conlingent were
vary popular with the French (1}, Al the ceremony | all the
nations Armies jined logether as one singing "Auld Lang
Syne'. If you have never heard that sung in 7 languages
at once you don't know what your missing.

Wae fravelled back on Monday stopping off at Oreans for
a farewell Mass - in German, Much to my horror | was
sglected to read the lesson which provided some
amusement when the priest dropped the microphone jusl
belore | starfted 1o speak. We finally arived back in
Gutersloh on Tuesday refreshed from our trip away.

I have to admit there is something magical about Lourdes
- whether or not i11's religious is your decision.



Memorials

Brigadier Eileen Molan repreaantad all the Brltla-h
Women' usim the dedic

Military QNS SR FaF eiﬂﬂﬂm
Cemetery. Here is an account of her Visit.

WOMEN IN MILITARY SERVICE FOR AMERICA
MEMORIAL

The idea was bam soma lifteen years ago. In what became
the largest gathering of servicewoman from World War Cne
to tha present day ever held, (he magnilicent Memorial was
dedicated on Saturday 18 October 1987 by the Vice
President of the USA, Al Gore, Standing at the East Gate
of Arlington Military Cemefery, Washington DC, the
mamarial is a lting nbute 1o all women who served or are
senving in a mifitary rode for the United States of America.
Under the inspired leadership of ratired Brigadier General
Wilma Vaught and her Board of Directors, thousands of

71 ¢

Arfington Nofional Ceneelfery

waorkers have mada the dream a realify.

The building is large and dramatic and houses a Hall of
Honour, musesms, a theatra, computersed database of
registered service of all women who have reguested
inclusion, and a library 2 planned, I has to ba visted 1o
appreciate iha enomity of this aplandid achievemant,

| was hanaured fo recaive an invitation to aftend the four
days’ celebrations as a representative of UK Women in the
Services. | arrved in Washingion to find the arrangements
for our group of twenty in the most capable hands of my
hostess (and opposite number when we wara both serving)
Brigadier General Inez Balley., The programme was
amazing!

Thusr

Moon Civil Reception and Buffet Lunch for Board

mambers and guests.

Evaning Gaka celebration Dinnear.
5,400 attended. 500 waiters!

A wonderfully decorated room (huge) which
coped with us all,

The Vice President, his wile and many guests
attended

The oldest speaker was 101,

Friday 17 Cotobear

Breakfast at 7.30am for 500 Flald Workers -
the fund raisers from all the States, |
addressed this group al B.30am and gave
greetings from the United Kingdom.

Thelr work 'oul on the ground had bean
invaluable,

Marning

Lunch, Each Service had a different vanua.
3,200 women attendad tha Army Heumdon.

Moon

Evening General Raunion for all, So many mamonas

-guch chatier,
Saturday 18 Oclober

Morning Ereakfast af a splendid venue, for senior
officers of all women's sarvices who hald one
siar rank or above, | was invited fo address
this group for 30 minulas.

Midday The moment everyona had wailed for - the
Dedication. |t was attended by 30,000 peopls
i a crowd which stratched all down the road
from the Memorial itseif. Vice President Al
Gore with his wile and Genaral Vaught cul the
rinbon, them thers were speakers and
memories. Prayers ware said by four woman
Chaplaing of the services, {In the USA the
harines are a separate body.) The finale was
in the form of a fiy past of helicoptars with all
famale crews. It was a very memorabla
ocoasion indeed.

Evaning A silent march past and short service outside
the Memarial.

Sunday 18 October

“Atirma to give thanks.” At Arlington Camatany
Amphitheatre,
Ot of doors, and a fitting climax fo lour

splendid days

The whole experience was made all the more special by
fhe halp we all received from the scoras of young
sericemen and women, all in best Parade uniform, who
werg at our side assisting us in 50 many ways - Always
chearful and enthusiastic. | shall long remeamber the young
man who appeared at my side on one occasion and said,
‘Wa'am, will you please do me the horour of allowing me o
escor you to your fable.’ Those four days belonged to all
woman who served, or are serving, thelr country in
uniform.
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Memaorial to the women of World War Two

Marny will be aware that Mrs Jean Crawley who Ivas in
Canada, wrote asking why there is no Memarial in the LK,
to British servicewoman Wwho did 50 much o overthinow

Hitler and his W@%W V&Jg i &nd
the rast of the workd wou friki rmﬁfé{%pprmﬁﬂl&nd

MENAENG reghme,

The Imperal War Museum confirmed that there s no
Mational Memonal to record the critical rode undaraken by
servicewomen, or any other women during Waorkd War Two.
Further research showed thal in addition 1o the 650,000
serviceswwoman, there wara hundreds of thousands maore
women who were Land Army Girls, Munitions Workers, ARP
Wardens, SSAFA Sisters, Overseas Executive Operatives
and many, many mong, The Daily Mail 5 quoted as saying
‘according io the Office of National statistics, there ware
more women involved in the war effort than men!

It was decided io start a properly siructured project so that
a Memarial iz erected, 1o record the Invaluabbe work done by
afl these unsung hergines, in whatever rola thay played, as
parl of our national hertage. We needed Royal and
Ministerial suppori to give us weight, lots of publicity so that
the public are made aware of what women did, a place to
arect it in tha Capital City, a sculptor to make it and of
course, a greal deal of money 1o pay for it

Mr Hugh Bavley, MP for York, and now one of our Vice
Falrons, very kindly tabled an Early Day Maotion In e
House of Commons to get support from MPs across the
Housa, also to stimulate media nterest 1o gain publicity far
the Project, Ower 264 MPs signed up to the Mation, as a
resudt, we have appeared in the national press, "Women's
Hour' (Radia 4}, 'Kilroy’ (BBC 1). BBC Naws, Sky News and

local TV, radic and press. A Latter to HM The Chieen
iwarlime ATS herself), elicited a reply asking 1o ba kepl
informed of progress and agreement o unved it, subject fo
state commitments, HRH The Princess Roval's acceplance
to become a Vica Palron provided us with a much neadad
endorsgement of credibility. The Minister for the Armed
Forces has offered help to find a location for the Memosial
and we are anxicusly waiting for a reply from Westminster
Council o arfange a meeling to stan the ficst of, what no
doubt will be many, discussions regarding siles,
maintenance ©osts, installation costs and other technical
aspects of locating the Memorial. We are also waiting for
advice from the Charity Commission, In response 1o our
application for Charitable Status, at which point we will
make a formal approach o the Lady whom we hope will
become our Palron and will also lead our corporals
fundraizing programme, Fundraising has of course already
started and we are delighled 1o announce we already have
over £6,000. Bul we have long way to go. The Mamorial
will cost about £75,000 plus installation and maintananca
costs,

The project B moving forward in 8 structured and positve
mannear, bul help Is needed - YOUR HELP, Tell yvour local
radio, TV and papers what we are doing and why we ara
doing i1, Ask them to interview you and put ploiures of you
tand your friends) weanng yvour madaks. Don't ba shy
because it will be a good hearl wanming article for tham,
which makes excellent reading, bul remember it is critically
Important to tell them we need funds and give them our
address and ask for chegues fo be made payable bo
‘Memorial Ceniral Bank York Garrison', This will achieve
o important goals, 11 will mairtain ke profile of the Project
and bring it much needed funds. It works, bacause this is
how the first £6,000 has been achleved,

Maj (RETD) DM Robartson Presidant

52 Years of Caring
1946 — 1998

SHAA i 0 mom-profi msaking, Associalion

ast and West Sussex

you or your loved ones,

Our Homes provide:

aszisted facilities as required.

* Elfautil'ulli.' landsca mature gardens.

* Speech call system for summoning help when
needed.

= Sin and double rooms en suite.

Ardath =
Cheneys
Cheneys Court
The Rowans
Oakwood Court

SHAA, 5 Albion Street, Lewes,

Beautiful Reﬁistered Residential Care Homes in

Why not visit us to see how SHAA can care for

= Full 24 hr care from experienced stafl with fully

= Delightful home cooked food prepared each day.

Our Homes are found ai:
Bexhill-on-Sea., East Sussex
Seaford, East Sussex
Seaford, East Sussex
Crowhorongh, East Sussex
Havwards

For more information or a brochure I;“I““g :untncé I'-HI gl.i‘eﬂh%ﬂ';!ur.ﬂli Care Manager, at
-ast Sussex D Tel. {

*Special needs and diets catered for.

* Minibuses available for shupFin outings.

* Hairdressing and chiropody lacilities.

* Activity aflternoons and evenings available,
* (yuests may stay by arrangement.

eath, West Sussex

273) 471166,
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"You won’t believe

what you
could afford!

INTEREST RATES FIXED FOR THE TERM OF YOUR LOAN

Whatever pour budget. theres miver been 3 more sffordable time 1o

r
bury what you need, thanks to the Wilsons' Personal Loan, provided J!\I a 'ﬁ?pd}jﬁ I€H IS
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Wilson Hopp Robinson has negotated a special repayment
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_’l'.'lf'.'ﬁ “f ”r.?f Ff.-‘..":r alm Ust -aS };Du iik,E alver you Fecehs your cheque. 5o why not use this free nme

ETn E 5 i
o re-organise your budget... or to simply enjoy a breather

Tou may wish 1o e the Wikens” Personal Loan e pay off any from any Fepayments.

outstanding credit you may have. Then you'll just have one monthly

rapayraent = and you could even have cash left over to spend on huﬁ SEP GCT . Hﬂv
L

poursel toal |use call lor & gquore and see
ki R Wi - sk

[ Befors ] =
i) e Call today to apply

ceeszral b Hilimew ({210 Lrusm Amesng L1, 000.08

ot Bce s | | e monuy reppmens 14038 for a cheque tomorrow

oo 14 moathd w1 16.F AFPR
Soore Carth Balw @198

Carih feft aver ainer Far HM Forces, procedure are kept oo & minemaim, Thera are no
Torad  £1,094 wriilng accoures 1. 904,00 . 2 : ;
Moy Repsment Toasl L1985 iy il } LA 5= complicaned apphcation forms to complete nor interviews to atterd.
E'ubl. |.lil'.'¢ up thie phong and yol an lliﬂﬁ":n' ENpRCT & decHlon on the
Plgdde e thes B 3 enaivgle oF an wap & WWilsonsg Persoral Loon ooaksl be ysed, ki SPDI:.H}'ULIF laar 1z ELLE‘JlEd.}'\D'J Cain S'Et ;N‘:rur L"IEqI.ilE delesarad] in
raod e qn Peply anE reevance 0 porar D peErol Airance
* Bapayressy e uosly reduoed by nneeden i repayers s 14 hours - if you request the Express Courier Service™

Jmve 01244 692 959

ey apelen: Mondoy - Frada dorn, Sannd oy pm o+ e, Sunday 3. 30am
uating Response Code AGTASMN

WILSOMS INDEFERDEMT FIMAMCIAL SERVICES

Laar e perovacded, ket Do DA by CAPTIRL BAME i, Capdd Houe, Cioy Acas Chaasr CHBE 1AM WWnimr-gusaoona s Safshh on gt Toa o b o e 18 oned o LUK swindesd (s chadiyy v Chaarst Hiliek asd
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ko . O doar o (R1D00 isd cvwd ThE MeninsaT regpreErs peniod sl bk moniby Aey formesnian provided by wod owill be misd iy ik Lesder ied Stbari dor marbiting by il phereh, a-reel o . dredt ol ing el
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Where Are You Now?

Mrs Nancy Barclay (née Goodall)
PDF Com e.Version

| am trying to trace anyone 'H'll'ﬂeﬁgﬂl; rln?ergl.mm; My Bervice
daye, particularly Trudy Ballinger - Photo enclosed takan in
the Montgomery Club, Brussels, 18 May 1245, (f am the
one with the spectackes.)

I was stationed in Gresford, Morth Walas, (D Cov Pay Clerk
1942 - 1944), Aberfoyle, Parthshire, (Pay Clerk 1944) and Q
{Maint) 3, Mo 1 Continental Group, 21 Army Group,
{Mormandy - Germany 1944 - 1946).

| have been b the meunicns in London, Glasgow and
Blackpoo!, but have not met amyone who remembers me. |
would be delighted 1o hear from someona who doas,

I was WAT2164 Cpl Mancy Goodall

Caontact:

Elm Bank

42 Morth Streat
Bishopmill
Elgim

W3l 2EF

Mrs Brenda Rogers [née Oliver)

| would ke 1o hear from any ex-ATS who was stationed at
Tonfanau Norlh Wabes on the permanent stalf of 'J' Coy 7
(M) HAA, Training and Practice camp from May 1942 1o
May 1845 Especially Muriel Williams (Cormwall), Dorothy
Parr [FPorthmadog), Marie and Pat Sweeney (sislors,
Liverpood area), (Curly) Angus Cannan (5 Wales)
Siockport etc, and any of the men that were on the camp
permanarnly.

Contact:

42 Woodlea Court
Verona Closa
Cowiley

Unthridge
Middlesex

uBs 21d

136

Hrs Hrenda Rogers {ade (Niverd

Mrzs M. Hands née Filzgerald
Buliord Camg 1043-1045.

Mrs Hards would like to hear from anybody n the
photograph taken at Bulford Camp (1943-1846).

Froni right, Ellen Monkhouse, me {Tony Fitzgerald) far end
Ann Milne (whe marmed Johnnie Jonas).

Back row, righl, Pam Hooper (who married Tom Dosver) and
then there is Ann from Maoftingham, sumame unknown {one
other missing greatl pal was Doreen Phillips (married name
Pullan), Whera are you now?

Contact

& Houndsfield Grove
Wythall

West Midlands

BiT BLA




Mrs Betty Roberts (née Sullivan)

Mrs Roberts would ke to hear from the other twe ladias in
the phatograph.

Me {ex Sgt SURDIE, Flyeed/émsioiihey
senved with ma in C Wing Office, War Office Wiralass
Station, Queen Ethalburg's School, Harrogate, York 1942-
1845,

| am now an old lady of 77 {widow),

Caontact

26 Lanmowath Ad
Penzance
Carnwrall

TR18 3AB

Edith Ellen Wake

Mrs Wake’s daughter would love to hear from anyone whio
sanved with of has any photographs of her lata mothar who
enrolled af MNewcastle in 1947 and left from
Morhumberand Group Barwick in 1844, Her numbar was
We4270. As a school girl Mrs Hedley often visited her
mather al Berwick and wonders if anybody ramambars
her?

Contact Mrs W Hadley
254 Tilchlield Terrace
Pegswond
Morhumbeariand

MEGT XD

Mrs Rona Buchan née Ridley

| joined the ATS with a friand, it was Friday 13th 1942 |
have just met my friend again, she was down from Fife in
Scolland wvisiting her dasghler in Challenham, so il was
lovely to enterfain her here in Hereford, She is Rona
Buchan {née Ridiey) and like ma was bom and brad in
Sussax, we went 1o the same school oo, She want from
fraining at Guildford o Catterick Camp in Yorkshire 152
ACTU Mame Lines Royal Signals and later to Giaza Lines,
She met her fulure husband John Buchan a Sgt at Catterick
camp, She seeks the following friends from those early war
years, Ruth Quiller both from Balharn in London.  Jacky
Gordon from Selsey, Bill in Sussex and Margery Wenham
whi came from Sussex and may have workad In LEWES
before joining up,

Pleases contact Mrs Jo Anscombe
& Haydock Avenug

Haraford

HR4 9LZ

Har.Ses for Heraford Branch 01432 2701685

Ex L/Sgt Betty Ridgeway

| am looking for ex LS50t Betty Ridgeway (ex Y™ Group),
home address was Vicarage Road, Kings Langlay, Herts,
Her sarvice number was WiT4033,

Shea and | ware hairdrasser trainess at the Regent Street
Polytechnic before joining up In 1941-1842,

Cantact

Mrs M Bushell
Grimstan
Kirgs Lynn
PE32 1BA

NAAFI CLUB KIEL

I am looking for any ATS lady who was stationed in
Rendsburg Germany, on the Kiel Canal at the NAAF] CLUB
KIEL, betwaan 1946-1948.

I remember the managaeress Miss Downee | 7) Ginger Jean,
but altogether there wera about 10 to 12 Naafi girks there.

Al that time, | was 11 years oid. Very offen thase girs
handed over all kinds of goodias to us children,

Mow | am working on the history of the Hme after the war in
Rendsburg. The Naafi Kiel Club was a part of that time. |
need a photograph of the Club or anything In connection
with it

I remember that | brought Jaan fresh strawbearries from tme
1o time,
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So Il anybody, stayed at Rendsburg Germany on the Kigl
Canal betwean 1846 and 1949 pleasa contac me.

Hainz Johannsen

Suhmsheide 1a

24768 Rena®D¥ Compressor Free Version
Farmany

ancl. Picture of the Kiel Ciub from a Postcard. 1950

Kim! Ofeidy freom a postoard 1850

Mrs Jean Johnston (née Milborne)

The enclosed pholograph was taken in Felsied Essex. |
would love 1o hear from anyone who remembers me as, Pla
Jean Milborme. | marmed Sgt Jimmy Johnston in 1944 and
was discharged in Newmarket in 1945,

Coniact

Mre Jaan Johnston
28 Linden Courl
Park Gate
Southamplion
Hants

5031 gAZ

Mrs Muriel Poale

Do you recognise yourseli among this bevy of energetic
beguty??

We were on a PT course in a hutted camp situated below
Stirling Castie, and the date of the course was from Tih {o
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30th Aprit 1843, | wish | had a fraction of the energy that |
had in those days. | would love to hear how the world has
freated anmy of my fellow sufferers  who recognise
themselves from the photos. The other reguest that | would
like to make ks for any information at all, about an ex
colleague, Corporal Barbara Fraser. She was the Battery
Chork of 579 Biy, 155 (H) H.A A Regiment ALA. stationad at
one time on Woolwich Common, and the last contact we
had was at one of the post war reunions al the Royal Alber
Hall probably 1843/50. She lived in Tooting, at 13 Topsham
Road, and prior 1o joining the ATS worked far London
Transport, al 55 Broadway, In the typing pool | would
dearly love to get in touch again,

Contact

17 Brockhurst Gate
143 De La Warr Foad
Baxhill On Sea

TH40 204

Mrs Marjorie Jones (née Davidge)

The enclosed photograph shows the mambers of a course
sometime during, | balieve 1943, | was then Ple Marjorie
Davidge and am shown sixth from the left at the rear.

Unfortunately, | can’t remembar arything about this course
beyond the fact that | was awarded a distinction!!. If anyong
recognises herself and has a clear memory of all the details
| should be delighted 1o hear from her.

Contaci

91 Somerset Road
Faolkestona

Hent

CT19 4MW




Mrs Gwen Darnbrough (nde Copeland)

Whera are you - Irene Brown of Buncorn, Mora
Higginbottom of Chesterfisld (became MNora White after
marrying Jack) Olive Scott | the office stoker), Rita from
Manchester, BIRFEComEesso rakree Versio o
Camp, Longlown, Carlisle, all worked in Planning Branch
HO. Batween the years of 1842-1945.

My name in those days was Gwen Copsland, and latar
became Gwen Dambrough, please gel in touch if you
read this,

Contact 6 Milton Courl
580 Burnage Lane
Burnage

hManchester

M13 18X

Mrs Pamela Green (née Rice)
Whera are you now? ATS Special Platoon 1942,

The pholograph in this years Mo 1 copy of the Lioness
evoked many happy memores, When the plaloon was
disbanded many of the girls transfered o the ATS
Provost.

| recognized Gwen Grifliths, Winnie Pearce, Joan
Clover and several more whao joined us in Lendon District
Frovost, Happy days!t

How nice 1o be In fouch again?  Indesd where are you
now?

Confact

5 Min Lane
Woodiord Graen
Essex

1G8 QUM

ITALY 1945-1946. ANMA

A Mirs Moira Haylock is trying to find a friend from post-war
ltaly, The missing friend was a lormer German Jew called
Anna serving as a Sergeant attached 1o the RAEC either in
Maples or Padua. Her home in UK was pear Lincoln,
possibly at Lewick. If aryone can help identify or find this
lady or prosvede any informalion about her, please contact
the Asscciation Secratary.

Jean Tidd
Posting Wing, 5t Georges Hall.
The main influx of ATS was in 1942544, bt many of the

‘charactars’ were to be found in the earler drafts.  All fhe
ATE above were volunteers In 1939 ard 1940,

The "Eqrly Birds" 3¢ Geerge's Hall Reading

Does anyone recognise hemselves?

Jean Tidd (ex WOT)
124 Dartmouth Avenua
Sheervater

Woking

Surrey

GU21 5PH

Dlive Joan Munday

Do any ex ATS members who served during World War I
remember my mother Olive Joan MundayT

I do nat have detalls of her rank or where she waz stationed,
but she came from Plaistow or Leytonstone and was aged
25 when she was discharged In 1946,

She then went to velwork at the Coram Strect Hatel,
Coram Streat, Holbom, Loadon, urdl | was borm in 1948,

Itz possible she may have had a colleague called Muriel
Ellis or Knight, last known address in Harlow, Essex, did
you sarve with har?

| hopa someors out there can help me by sending any
informiation, nowever small o,

David Mugent

&6 Marine Courl

St Leonards In Sea
East Sussex

THas oD

Mrs Margaret Cranmer née Favell

I should so much like to confact any 'G.L" Ops of 481
Baltery Stationed al Mewhaven and later somewhers in
Suffolk in 1943-4 and 5. | was Margaret Favell, tall with curly
hair (inside kg measurements nol known).

Viva Neuva

2 Moon Ridge
Mewport Park
Topsham Road
Exater
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Mrs Margaret Lapidge (née Cotterill)

I would very much like to make contact with any of the girls
in the aenclosed photograph taken behind the AA Mass,

Waooiwich in 1958. They are members of °C' 12 Platoon
and lived in 2SSor Free Version
Rear Lo R

Unknown, Sheila Hughes, Unknown, Betty Tyson,

Sylvia Frost, Maureen Kickman, Dons Catierill, Ella
Lane, Mayone Unwin.

Fromt Row Lo R
Carocl Joyce, Barbara Knockolds MBE, Unknown

(behind), Jean Sherwood, Known, Me finally Syivia
Bilair.

| have always kept in confact with Madge Unwing, bul would
love o hear from any of the others, plus one not on the
photo but was on the same shift Dorothy Walls also Dora
Davy [named Mockridga).

Anyona looking at this and recognises the girds | would lke
to hear from them,

Kirs Margaret Lapidge [nee Cottell) W/38T828 Ple

Cantact

54 Cleanthus Rd
Shooters Hill
Landan

SE18 300D

Mrs Anne Bradshaw (née Ranyard)

Whatever happened 1o the Rose Bowd, that 610 Coy RASC
184475 won?

I would like to confact any ex ATS on this photograph.
Sylvia Salmon, Daphne Day, Audrey Preistiey.

Cantact

Mrs Anne Bradshaw
71 Castle Rock Drive
Coabville

LEGT 45E
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Winners of the Bose Bowld for Beat Compuniy

Joan Where Are You?

The photograph is of the marmage of Joan Leek (Leek, |
believe to have been her maiden name). She served with
riysell and Joan Connor who now lives in Mew Zealand
with her husband Bill. Bill and tha two Joans served with
122 RASC [CMT) Coy Haywards Heath and the Joan in the
pholocgraph attended the wedding of Joan and Bill Connar,

Can anyone help trace Joan pictura balow? And who is the
Sergeant she married on Saturday October 121h 1946,

Mary Santer
74 Walham Rd
Benington
Harils
SG2TLS

Tel 01438 BG9G8,




Mra Pauline Cook (née Lorimer)

Here s & pholograph taken by myself of some of the Clerks
when we were stationad at the Army Schoal of Hygiana,
Keogh Barracks, . aurrey between 1942-1046, ATS
attached AA G0 mpressoesdreen VeEsiorhere

are they now?

Cantact

Mrs P Cook

258 The Hermitage:

25 Holmesdale Gardens
Hasting

T34 LY

Tal 01424 4383954

Are You On Parada?

Major Joan Laslie sent in this photograph showing Genaral

Slim, inspecting a Platoon at Maryhill Barracks Glasgow in
1852, Does anyona recogniss thamsehves in it?

Coandad
Maj J Leslie TD
1 Clarendon Court

Enst Grinsteac
Was! Sussex
AH19 4EF

Who Is Connie?

The inscription on the back of this photograph reads.
‘Swael Memories of 593 Battery taken Crab Lane Goseston
-On- Sea. 1943 from Connig with all my lowve 300K

Mrs M Watson

A1 Marmaers Closs
Gaorleston-On-Sea
Morfodk

MHE3I &TU

I would ke to hear from anyone who served with ma al
Weymouth and Portland. We were plotiers at The Veme'-
Portland and worked in the Naval Dockyard. & lew of the
NEMES Ware:

Hilda Bullock Birmingham
Lila May Southamplion
Rene Lewington Winchastar
Betty Denver Trowbridge
Vera Whealer Laith - Scotland
Betty Parsons ?

Pat Riley and | were the FT instructors, the girls will
remamber early morming runs in e misly weather al
Portland and ‘Dancing at the Regent’, Also there were wo
ATS's stationed with me al ‘Tinto' Lanark, Scotland. Thay
wera from Belgium and were kind encugh to obtain a2 couple
of vards of Belgium ace to finksh my wedding dress in 1945,
They did not receive my wedding pictures as | was
transferred white on leave and they went elsewhere, |
would like to thank therm again for their kindnass. Tha drass
iz still A1 condition and | tell my granddaughter about tha
lace bodice and sleevas.

Eilver and Pal
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| am hoping that some of the gids mentioned above receive
the Lioness'. It's a great magazine and | only heand about
it a year ago. As soon as it amves in the mail, | drop

everything and read It.

1 am enclosingBlpEsonmpresspanl wge:V ensiomn sl
close friends {since 1940) and visit each other often, She is
now Mrs Clancy and lives in Aldershol, England.

Eilzen W Mesheau 03/11/58
11 Cady Sirest

Ludiow A 01056

LSa

E-Mail {tankcorps & ACL.com)

Who is Jean?

I have recenily been given a copy of the Womans Royal
Army Corps magazing ‘'Lioness’ and wondered if your
readers might be able o help me trace & Warlime member
of the ATS, | have enclosed a photogragh, All | know is har
Chrstian name which |5 Jean. | belisve hat the 'Grenades’
insignia on her uniform means she was attached to the
Roval Arillery, | aizo believe thatl she was invalved in the
siting of the guns.

Jean became angaged 1o my brother Leslie Cook who was
a Bombardier with the 15l Aidanding Anti-Tank Batlery A,
and sadly ha was killed at Amham in September 1944 5 few
maonths later, My family lost touch with her as naturally she
had her own life to lead. but | would very much like to find
her again a3 | feel she may be abla o help me 1o discover
mare aboul my brother, in those few manths before he was
kilfled, and may also have knowledge of which troop he was
with and the Srcumstances of his death,

I was only 3 al the time and my mother is 971 now and her
mamary is not very good, my sister was only about 9 &t the
time ard thinks that Jean came from the Easthoume area
orginalty, Unforiunately neither of them remember her

142

sumame, Perhaps Jean lakes your magazine, of parhaps
one of your readers may recognise her, and would kindly
get in touch with me at this address,

Caontact

Mrs J R Good
Rouwxinol

11 Horsaheath Rd
Linton

Cambridge
CB1aLU

Mrs | D Lynch (née Stokes)
| have enclosed a group photograph of the 12th West
Lancs, Coy ATS, taken in llkiey in 1943, we were attached
Io the 125 OCTU RA.

Perhaps some of vour meambers recognise themsehas. |
am 7th on tha right in the back row,

At lkley wa had a successful concert party and used the
local theatre, which was also our mess hall, for owr
production of Aladdin and Ravua.

It would be greal o hear from anyone who remembers ma.
I was billeted in ‘Gatechiffe'.

After 'D' Day | went to RADQC Derby,

Pta | D Stokes W/30204

Contact

10 Lewize Rd
Northampton
M1 3RA

L T e i N e e, e -"_q‘:-""'-"""-

Leh Weet Lanes Coy ATS

Mrs Linda Steele 515 Bty

The enclosed photograph shows 515 Bty sent by Mrs Linda
Steele. She is on the 3rd row, 5th from kefl. Does anyvona
remamoer har.

Cantact

Ara L Steele

S Willow AveniLe
Broadstairs
Kent




Mrs Mary Dalton (née Beacock)
559H (M) Ack Ack Batieny.

Mrs Mary Dalicn nee Beacock would like to hear from
anyone who ripRyREEdfithressor Free Version

25 King Edward St
Wirkswarth
Cerbyshire

DE4 4FE.

Mrs F Bradshaw (née Johnson)

| am irying to find Mary Tiffany of Knowle Avenue, Leeds,
York, My number was WO 40684 We were newver
slationed togethar, | krow thatl she did gat a posting Lo
Eurcpe later in the War but then we just lost touch., I |
ramamber rightly she was in the HAA, just hope that you
can heip.

Prodlis Bradshaw
2% Barlow Rd
Waendover
Bucks

HP22 6HS

Wi140584 Ple Johnsion.

Mrs Dorothy Tiplady née David (456 AA Battery)

Mrs Dorothy Tiplady nee David would ke 1o hear from
former members of 458 AA Battery, padiculary from the
girfs in hut 7, who signed a book bought a5 a 215t birthday
presant for har.

Margaret Fenby, Amy Sinlon, the wo Fenby's or Batly and
Joan the twins. ‘Bash Bash Bobbes', or any one who served
with us.

I have miet the other five ladies in the enclosed photo bul no
one who sarvad in the RADAR.

Each year when we go fo the reunion at York we hope to
ses our imbers increase but so far siv is all we can muster.

Mrs [ Tipiady

15 Singleton Courl
Fatrimgton

Hull

HU12 O5F

01264 630807

Left to Righs
Grevargrina Papse {ride Pothuryl, Berpl Kneeshow (nee Bovtockl,
Dorothy Tl'p.l'ﬂdj-' freve Daeiel, Erhed Abhaote, ooy Williama,

2nd Lt Eustelle Peck ATS.

Lt Wilkarm Stewarl who served with 131 Canadian Armoured
Divisicn 1942-45 saeks mews of 2nd, Eustelle Pack ATS.
Her last known address was Nelson House, Shady Bower,
Saksbury. Babaved to have come from Shapherds Wells in
Feant, and to have marrad 301 James Wait of the Eighih
Arrmy.

He would degrty love 1o gat in touch. Please contact
William Stewart

R.A.1, Kirkfietd

Lphill

Drario

HOM 2B0
Canada

Tel 00 1 705 833 2286 Fax 00 1 705 B33 2434

Mizs Frances Gresn

Miss Frances Green would like to Enow if anybody
recagnises themsehes all those years ago.

Conlact
12 51 Georges Cres
Fardingbridga

Giwildford Troining Cendre

Mary Irene Burgess

Does anyona have any information on my maothar, Mary
Irene Burgess known as RENE. She married in 1944 Pat
Mewman who servad with the Royal Dragoons,

Py meother served with ATS Skgnals betwean 1942-1945.

Please conlact
Maggie Smart
Longlands
Copse Lana
Freshwater
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Mre J Hamson

Does anyone recognise this building and the girl sitting on
the fountain, Also in the second photograph does anyvone
recognise themselves as one of the five.

D Dt E._t,EDF Compressor Free Version

brs J Hamson
5 Foster St
kckinnon 3204
Vietarla
Ausiralia

Famaps Fiue

BSM A Bayley

Major (Retd) AW Bayley was the mala BSM with 435 HAA
Bly AA - 132 HAA BA al Buckhurst Hill. He would like io
hear from anyone who senved with him.

7T Wastermn Ave
Felizsiowe
Suffolk

IF11 aMT
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Sylvia Cameron nde Munro

Mrs Eliza 3. Cameron known as Svivia, single name
Munra,  Served 19471-1846 irained at Oswesiry then fo
Arborfleld then London 457 Ballery (4 Section) "Bomb Alley”
then to Rye Marshes she is looking for Jessie Ramage
{Glazgow) and Ella Davidson (Aberdeen). She has yvel to
meet any of her old colleagues and if amy of the above rings
a boll with anyone please contact her. She would love to
hear from any of you,

Syhaa Cameron
3 Appin Coltages
Call

Abarteldy
Perthshira

PH15 2JQ

Mrs Josephine Shelly
née Hardicre

I wonder if any members remember thiz ploiune being taken.
| must have sent il to my brothar, who was in the RA serving
in Burma,

My brother died a couple of vears ago, and my nephew
found this piclure in his effects, | was faken in 1942, but
where | can't remember.




The second picture i3 getiing worse for wear, but | would
dearly love 1o know what happenad to (Cavey) Caville can
amyone remember her,

PDF Compressor Free Version

Caciry Caville

Mrs Josephine Shelley
45 Chauncy Rd

Mow Baston
Manchester

M40 GG

Ex CEM WA12533
Tel D161 GB1 4632

Mrs Eva Hughes (née Meire)

Does anyone recognise themssalves in this photograph,

Mrs Eva Hughas (née Maira)
B Falrfield

Dakleigh Park North

London

a0 BaM

ATE & P Admin Staff
Mol ATS PT S
{ilen Parva Bks 1994

Mrs Lynda Parsons

Mrs Lynda Parsons would fke 1o hear from aryore wha
recognises her.

2% Desborowugh Rd
Eastleigh

Hanis

S050 5NY

Lingfield 1961

SUBSCRIPTIONS

REMEMBER TO PAY FOR 1923 BY FRIDAY 13TH
NOVEMEBER 1954,

It wou would fike o pay by Direct Debit please contact;

Mrs Sue Myers at Headguariers
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Gunners Corner

525/155 H(M) AA Bty RA

May | please elplRd GyOMRMRE e5R04a BRGQ-YE BSIRMWh:
was one of the contiibutors 1o the fiest Poots Comer, i the
Lioness Mo 2 1997, | was the surprised subject of her poatic
prowess and was bowled over by the most complimentany
flires!t

& few of the GL girs’ of 525 have been in regular touch and
werve held a small annual reunion since 1990, The 45th
Libaration Festivities in Anbwerp were widely reported in Lioness
Mo 1 19890 by Doreen Peters, when she and | were two of the
seven lucky ATS to be present thers in 1889 along with
hundreds of veterans and fiends. Stermming from an articla in
the Anbwerpen Garetie at the tima, | made contact with [da (nde
Framce} Mees who had mamed a wall known Anbwerp and
Intamational footballer, kda and Vie met whilst 525 Bly was in
the area. ka and | then set oul ko find as many GL a8 we could
and so began our yearly get together. We've been pleased on
these occasions to have the company of those husbands who
ara slill arsund and weve met in different places Including
Morwich, Antwerp, Lichfiald, and Hamogate, to name a faw. Our
latesl was al the Park Hobel, Tyremouth, and this for me was an
exceplional event as, coupled with this reunion, was my 80th
berthciay al which they gave me a right royal time!

The ‘regulars’ al cur 525 Bly do's are:

Rosa Riley (Davis), lda Mees (France), Margare! Muskett
(Meirtosh), Mona Hesday (Lindsay), Hilda Taylor (Wison), Betty
Larder (Ashton), Hefen Wisson (MoHardie), and mysell Mabs|
Bofon (Dee). We've also had Joyee Challoner (Ingerfieid) sadly
now deceasad, and Mica Holks (Ede) who is now not able to
Irannesd.

Mabel Bodtown cute her birthday coke af the 525 By Renrion
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Thanks fo the husbands for their help,  If they're asked by
pecple why they're at these celebrabons they say 'We're
attached o the ATST

More thanks 1o FAosa who, when we were attending again in
Antwerp, the 50th celebrations, composed and read out &l a
wiary large gathering, a poam for the occasion. This was written
on vellem-type paper in caligraphy and was presented to the
Burgemastar, H. Cools.

Bast wishes io &l who sarved with 525 in Danson Park, Wediing,
Kent, and in Anbwanm.

From Mabal Bolion (Dea)

93rd Searchlight Regt RA

Thare will be a Luncheon at 12 noon on Saturday 26
September 1938 at he

Union Jack Ciub
Sandall 51
Walerdoo
London

SE1 &UJ

To be advised

Mirs Ann Slater
3% Hawthoon R
GT CLACTOMN
Essex

CO15 40X

Sigters Unkte After 32 Years

Mrs Rosa Blewill encloses two photograpns of her sister and
herzsel.

Roso o the Lot 1805



We bath joined the ATS and served in the Ack Ack lor nearhy six
vears, her number was W32 and ming WE3433. We kept
in Toch the whole of our service, my sister hadng been a
platter, and me a preckctor number she calls hersed ‘the old
soidier’, as she was demobbed 8 month later than me,

0On demab we it BoGRMRTAS SRS MO M0 raia

and we mel up again this year when | want o Austraka for fiee
waaks haliday. We had a lot to makes up for afier 32 years apart.

We ware beth in 498 Battery 144 Regiment.

My name Rosa Blewilt nde White, my sisler Grace 'V Baldwin
née White

Foss Blewitt

14 Croft House Ave
Marley Leeds

Wast Yorkshire
LSZT SR

0113 2531375

Fosa or the Righs 1997

Burrow Head

My wiler and | read with great imerest the aride relating to Burrow
Haad.

Il wiler Rita Higes nes Penman and |imet while we ware sanang
with the: 483 (M) HAA Battery attached to 139 (M) HAA Ragiment.

We were wed in 1244 and are colebeating 53 years of happy
mamage. We rennemnber vivicly the 24 hour plus raen jourmey that
our unit had b resch Burow Head from the South, | balieve that
we may have been amongst the first of the mixed units to go
thera,

Cre ol the imprassions that came to mind about o amival at
Burrow Head was the urgent need that we had 1o lay duck boards
diwn aver the ssa of mud to form paths to reach the doors of the
Missen huls.

Arother leature that constantly reminds us of Burrow Head weré
he incessant gales that always seomed to be blowing. A
member of our unit zmall in stature had a lucky escape when his
sfeed helmel was thiown Back violently by the wind hus
Ereatening to stranghe hme Could | menton in cosing that we
have seen only one person of our obd unit and hs name was Ben
Healey and he was working o the nesd streel 1o ours.

Hitz and Emie Higgs
164 The Green
West Drayion
blididx

UBT 7PJ

Tel 01895 446059

Battery Linking

Sue Crook weloomes af who wish o be pul in touch with ofhers
in traair btierny inowhich they sansed during WaWz2,

Pleasze give full details of your Christian - Maiden - Sumames
and present address. Also afl Battery Mumbers. Sue makes no
charge but a SAE would be appreciated far rephy/List.

O acsad rmobe, Sue weshes (0 pay tnbuba bo Miss Margery Walls,
(G0} who died In Fabruany 98, Margery was my feend from the
tirre | s postad 1o B Troop afler my mamage in 1944, Ater
demaob, she visited me when our two chilidran werne bom and we
T ket In touch &t Xmas, with only o maeslings undil our first
rewsnion in York 1993 for the Ack Ack gathering. W talked waell
inta the night! She champlonsd my cause of ‘Linking for the
Reurson' and indeed, in 1996, feiched the Master Gunner over
tomeet me and tell him of my invobsament, | and 5o many others
will miss her. Thank you Mangany.

Aher new names are still coming. A lady from Canada has pust
et up with someaone roem her Bty (473) Bey live in the same
postal area, and almast halted the meesting ey weare afiending
wituzn they chatted together. Mumbers are on their way fo 1600,
Keap writing evenong

Sue Crook

14 The Larches
Hiorsell Vale
Wioking

G 4RE

Memories of 602 (M) HAA Battery RA

In 1842 my fiance, Lesfie was classified as missing, after the fal
of Singapora and it was sic montbs before | was mformed he
wizks a Japanese Prisoner of War, Life sesmed so unceriain o
i, and so | decided to be positive and join the ATS and frained
al Gilen Parva Trom Sth October 1942, | recaived additional
Iraining al Arbordield and then did Gunnery practise at
Wenbsourma, | was slaboned in a large rad brick hofel at
Sheringharm. 11 was Decembar, bittarly cold, the ioilets ware
Irozen cves ard (e bobed had bean stralad by Garman fighlers.
The loary pourmey 1o Wevbourme cartainly put colour inte our

chesaks bt did mol always IMDrove oun gUINRary Sccuracy.

In early 1943 we were posted o Morthem ireland,  Sections 1
and 2, which included myself, were af Ballysnod, with sections
3 and 4 at Island Magee, and then onto Mallusk. It was during
my time at Ballysnod that | was informed that my brother had
bean badly wounded whilst fighting with Rommels Afnca Comps.
It was at times like this that | fully appreciated the quaiity of the
winndediul frends arcund me.

in Jarary 1844 wa made the long joumey o Sinah Common,
on the South Westem trip of Hayling Istand. It was a dangerous
area, just opposie 1o e Portsmouth docklands.  Shosthy afer
arrivien we found oul the camp e Deoen complataly destroyad
by Geermnan Dombsars in April 1941, the [sland baing a decoy siba
bor Porzmouth and District. | was a height and range finder and
the four AS anl - ascraft guns and £ battaries wane nght bahing
me, it was a temific nolse and we had o tair share of Junkers
&8 bombers! Qur officers were bss Vaughan Lee, who kler
marmed Brigadier B8 Bradford, Major Wooednddl, Caplain
Thomson, Lt Mathers and Lt Bears, We gifs used 1o visit tha
Tudor Fose tea shop in nearby Havant, and ako HHS
Morthney, a naval base for some good food ard 8 dance, We,
in turn, had a happy time in our Naafi with Sgt Lewington playing
the piano and Tony Dashwood on the accordion.  We wene
sWarn o secrecy, bul we could see the construction of Mulbarmy
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Harbour, which was to become so vital to the D-Day landings on
June 6th 1944, As the months crept nearer to June we all knew
something big was going to take place, and Hayling Island
should have sunk with the weight of troops living under canvas.
We at the camp were kept alert by the local fighter boys who
used to zoom i o tip_their wi we to us
from their cocllgtﬁ i%@ebmﬁggﬂﬁtlyfﬁémmseﬁ
and a few friends walked to the beach and came across items
of flotsam, carried by the tide from Normandy. Pieces of khaki,
clothing and footwear left nothing to the imagination, but wallets,
letters and photographs did! | can clearly remember the first VI
rocket, (Doodlebug), to explode on the English mainland - it fell
onto Portsmouth after passing over us.

Looking back, | think the most amusing incident, but not at the
time, happened during a night raid. Normally | could jump out
of bed, slip on my kit, and run to the gunnery green. On this
occasion | made a mess of it, so put on tin hat and ran in my
pyjamas. ‘Who was that bloody ATS girl running around in
pyjamas?’

My time in the ATS was hard, at times frightening, but also
exciting. Very good friends like Rita White from my home town,
Hugglescote, Lois Wedgworth from Stoke On Trent and Kathy
Parker from Redcar. Also, to this day, | write to Reg and Benny
Curtis, who married in late 1944.

After the ‘Doodlebug Campaign’ | was posted to Greenford,
working as a switchboard operator, and making a good friend in
‘cookie’. London had suffered terribly, what with the blitz, the
VI's, and then the V2 rockets causing devastation.

The ending was happy. | danced outside Buckingham Palace
on VE Day, and rejoiced on VJ Day. My fiancé survived his hell
on the railway of death, and we married in 1945, to have three
children. My brother, Maurice, survived the war also.

1 am very happily married, but every now and again my mind
drifts back to the 1940’s and | remember a young girl in the ATS,
her name, Private Betty Hatter.

Betty Kendrick
79 Fairfield Rd
Hugglescote
Coalville

Leics

LEB7 2HY

SILVER PLATED ATS
BADGES

ASSOCIATION HQ now holds a stock of the silver
plated replicas of the ATS badge which was issued
to volunteers in 1938-39 before uniforms were
available. The cost is £2.75 each including packing
and postage.

Branches may order in bulk and a 5% discount is
allowed for orders over 10 badges.

(The stock of those badges offered by London
Branch in the last Lioness has been exhausted.)

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
To the General Secretary
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
AGC Centre,
Worthy Down,
Winchester,
Hampshire SO21 2RG
| wish to join the WRAC Association as a

Life (£30) member and enclose £.........cccoeeeviieeenne

Annual (£5)

Subscriptions include “LIONESS”
(Please complete in Block Letters)

SUMame ........cooeeeeiviiiiieeeeeeenens Miss/Mrs/Ms ...............

TeIEPNONE .. ..t

Units during SErviCe ..........ccocviiiiiniie e

Surname When Serving ......cccccvvriieiee e

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number ..............c......
(Please strike out whichever is not applicable)

Last Rank held (Present Rank if still serving)..................
Date of Enrolment ................ Date of Release..................

(D L=Tolo] ¢= 1 (o] o 1= TN
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Rosemary Perry Relires

Mrs Rosemary Perry our Chief Clark retired frorm tha Givil
Service after ars service. We wera emely sad
o ar oo TR Ko ADIEE S . er ST M R very

kindly contributed to her leaving cheque.

A cheque Fearm fhee Aaroeialion

Brig Meschie pressentad the chegue aftéer the Granis
Committes Meeling in April where several members of the
Association wera presant

Rosemary cuds the cabe

Tha Association then hosted a lunch time parly in the new
offices where many of Rosemary's friends and colleagues
had gathered 1o surprise her. She was then given Garden
Tokens from her colleagues before culting the delicious
retirement cake,

We wish Rosemary a happy and healthy retirement.

THANK YOU

Ta all Branch members who coniributed to my retirement
gift | would like to say a big Thank You'. |t was a huge
surprise and | was quite ovenshelmad. Thank you also for
your cards and good wishes,

| had & lovely party and it was a very memorable day, | have
erjovead working for the Association and have got to know
50 many interesting people. 'm sure | will miss it and 1will
thirk of you all with affection.

Rozamarny Pearry,

Farewel! fo Rossurery

‘Army Padres and Women
Chaplains’ Assistants

Flease could anyone who served as a
Chaplains’ Assistant, and Officers and
ATS service women who had contact
with Chaplains’ Assistants and padres
during the Second World War, write to
me and assist with the research | am
doing towards a PhD. If you know
anyane alse who may be able to
comment on the work of chaplains,
please draw their attention o my
request, | am investigating the
relationship between soldiers and
chaplains that developed durng the
war. Usually this relationship was
close and supportive, but occasionally
there were tensions and
disagreements. During WW2,
chaplains trained at Chester Teacher
Training College. This institution has
now become University College
Chestar whara | work.

Please write to
Alan Robinson,

Dept of History,
Universily College Chester,
Cheyney Road,
Chester, CH1 4BJ,
or phone me on 01244 341088
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Branch News

Aberdeenshire Branch
The branch iRl GOIRRIGSS Ak RERS VRES QN a

attendance at meetings is oftan not very high, However, for
our Movember meeting we mel in an Aberdesn restaurant
for an early supper, an evenl which was most enjoyable.
Sadly, one of those present died a few days later, a shock
o us all. Frances Bohan was a good supporter of the
branch, she is greatly missed,

We have made a donation to the Erskine Hospital,
Renfrewshire, it cares for all-ranks on long or shorl term
slays.

Three members took part in tha march-past at the Cenataph
in London on Remembrance Sunday as they have done Tar
SOIMIE YEArS.

For our May meeting wea shall be having a High Tea al an
Aberdesn resfaurant,

Froreey Bweetfiearts

The enciosed photograph of three dolls in wartime uniforms
% submitled my Mrs Mary Moewlon (nde Blundy). The ATS
one was knitted during her service at Clay Cross, the ofhers
ware made more recently because of the interest shown In
W.WL 2 by her grancchildren. The pattarn cost 3d!

Mrs Joan Chapman.

Aldershot Branch

Brigadier Molan opened the year's proceading with a very
iMeresting and enterfaining account of her visit o the
dadication of the Women's Sarvices Memorial at tha
Arlimgion Cemetery in Washington, USA. Hor audience was
nat only enthralled, but filled with admiration for her
indefatigable stamina In surviving three days of non-stop
actmiles, al many of which she was required o speak to
very sizeable gatherings.

Future delights in store ase a visit from Mrs Alice Matihews,
who will be telling us aboul 3ome aspects of har work with
the WRAC/ATS Benevolent Fund and a raturn visit from
Miss Joan Tubbs, who will be showing us some of her slides
of the Spanish Pyrenses. These will have iaken place
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bedare publication, but sl to come are a falk on bell-ringing
{im time for the millennicm!y And an indoor ‘boules’
compedition on July 140 in honour of Bastile Day.

Plans are well-advanced Tor the Soulh Area Reunion, which
Aldershaot is to host this year on August 23rd - we hope to
see many former comrades then, Oclober and Movember
bring our annual dinner and AGM and we shall be rounding
off the year with our usual Chrstmas pary.

FPipe Moyor and Mra Fleming (née Sggi Dmen Meleaon)
Baby Cameron Walloee Fleming (07 (08571

This Was Aldershol

The accompanying pholographs give a llavour of Aldershod
in 1he late fifties and sarly sixlias.

Mow, in the late ninsties, the South Area of the WRAC
Association is 1o hold its reundon In Aldershol on Sunday,
Auiguist 23rd 19528 and one of tha visils on the programme is
to the Gamson Museum. Whilst on a planning visit there the
Aldershol Branch Secretany was told thal the museums hold
very few photographs of Aldershot during Word War Il Can
vou help? W oso, i you would be prepaned 1o lend your
piclures 1o be copied, it is promised that very great care will
be taken of them and that they will be returmed in good
order. Photographs will be used in bwo ways:-

Aldershor IS0,
Lecviag Maadora Futrmenta for Alderafal sliow
Asryie pocognise eareeslves?



1, To torm part of the permaneant display at the Garri=an
Musam,

2 For a iemporary exhibition 1o be viewed at tea in the
Church of Scottarnd HaII_ during the reunion mesting
on 23PAYIUE JTpIREs SYFHITPE vy eradglso
welcome pholos of any date, taken in the Aldershot
arega.

Please label your photographs cleary on the back with
names, place, date, (if possible) and MOST IMPORTANT,
your own name and address.

Send to:-

Mrs A.MK, Schofiekd
& Middle &venue
Farnham

Surray

GLUS BIL

Gueens Rirthdey Porode
UADWRAL Mar Doradhe Sreairdd wifk Garerisor Comuprroler

Aylesbury Branch

Hear ye all of this. Aylesbury Branch Report and Mews
Letfter, To assist afl these members who cannot attend
Branch meetings, lirstly let me welcome Sandra Rowlands,
Leona Goflin and Shirey Prime who have been posted 1o us
by Headguarters. We wealcome them and extend our hands
in comradeship. | nust that they will be able 1o join us at
some, it not all, of our Branch meetings which take placse on
the first Saturday of each month at 11am, in the Ex-Sernvice
Ciub, Waltor Street, Aylesbury. | know that | repeat mysalf
but Please do telephone 01296 630590, anyvore who was
nol al the previous meating. We do on occasion have 10
alter cur meeting date and there is nothing more frustrating
than o have made a jourmay and nd il has baen 0 vam.

DECEMBER A short business meeting. We then enjoved a
hot lunch in the dining araa of the Ex Senvice Chub, retuming
b ousr meeting room for wire and pudding, toliowed by party
games ate.

JANUARY As stated in ‘Lioness’ No.1 98, no official
meeting this month or Auguesl However, some of us mat at
Ayiesbury Collage for an informal lunch provided by the
catering department studants

FEBRUARY We were entertained by a talk on ‘Community
Healih Care’, The speaker being arranged and introduced
by ouf Treasurer, Joan Robinson,

MARCH Qur meeting had 1o be brought forward to 28th
February - see what | mean about telephoning firsilt!
During this month & visit 1o Buckinghamshire Counly
Museum was organised with lunch being takan at 5t Mary's
Parish Church, this being a short walk from the Museurm,
Later in the month & wisit was paid fo the Royal Brilsh
Legion Club at Princes Risborough, this ime orgamsed by
two of our members, Molly Marshall and Edna Tapping,
where a most enjoyable lunch was provided - us country
girls do like owr food,

APRIL Wa had a visit from Counciller Mrs Frada Roberts
M.B.E., Chairman of Aylesbury Vale District Councl. Har
late husband was & member of the Bucks Hussars,
Territarial Army. Following her wvisit we felt Local
Govermmeant wiho we ara and what we are aboul. Fallawing
this | wrote to the Mayor of Aylesbury, another lady, Mrs
Rosemary Hicks, telling her about the “World War I
Mamaorial o Woman” project, also suggesting they may like
io support the idaa, at tha moment there is nat movarment in
fthat direction, however all is not lost

We have received an invitation from Mrz Hicks to visil the
Mayors Parlour to viaw the Town Regalia ete..and meest
the Mayor, As stated earlier, Mrs Roberts and Mrs Hicks
hawve laken an interast in our Association, | approached
Mrs Robarls fof her plans to supporl a glan 1o have the
ATS Badge plantad outl in flowers on one of the town's
raised flower beds. This has been passed and | have
paid a visit 1o the Park's Depariment with Badge details
alc. Il is, of coursa, fo celabrate our 60th Birthday - 1938-
1998,

Avleabury Branch fake tog with the Mapor

Cirarteay of Brcks Herald

D mraating with the Mayor look place on the 2800 April and
15 membars atlerded. After an interesting 1alk on the
history of the Regalia, we were served with cream teas. I'm
pleased o say the local press were present, compele with
a photographes, Soma of e girls ware asked 10 volumeer
thair axpariances duning war sendce, Joan Shrlmpton - AA.
days al Spurn Head, Mally Marshall - on cloak and dagger
in France, Joan Robinson - how she joined the ATS with
objections from har mum and Alma Strde on momens of
adventure when doodle bugs were faBing arcund, after
some bullseye shooting by £ guns A4,
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Now a confession!! The Floral Badge idea was not originally
mine. One of our members Ellen, Duddridge of Bicester,
Oxfordshire, together with her husband - pioneered the idea
with the Town Parks Department. At their invitation we shall
be sending 2 JpIBERIETYREIRARUP PR Selpgighiner
tribute to 60 years continuous women'’s service in the British
Army.

MAY At our meeting this month we hope to have a quiz
followed by a Bring and Buy sale.

P.S. A reminder to Annual Members. As stated in Aylesbury
branch report ‘Lioness’ No.1 1998, your Annual
Subscription of £5.00 must be received by the Branch
Secretary - Mrs Alma Stride, Ticehurst Cottage, Peggs
Lane,Buckland, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5HX, by 1st
November 1998 if you wish to receive your ‘Lioness’ in

Bexhill Branch

| wonder if we are still the newest branch? New or not, we
have been going ‘great guns’ since our first meeting last
March and now have 30 members, plus a few more in the
process of joining. A good source of recruitment has been
through our local paper, where we submit a monthly report
of our meetings. We all find it quite surprising so many old
girls (sorry Jenny our one WRAC!) live in the area, for
Bexhill is not a very big town.

After the first few meetings, held in the Secretary’s
bungalow, we now meet in the Bexhill Royal British Legion
and we are most grateful to them for the free use of a
committee room.

Meetings have been well attended. We have aiready
discussed how we might mark the 60th Anniversary of the
ATS due in September. Planting a tree seems most popular
at the moment. On the social front we had a successful
Strawberry/Cream Tea in July, weather was a bit uncertain
but we did manage to boost our funds considerably. We are
looking forward to enjoying a Christmas lunch together in
December and sherry and mince pies a week later in the
home of member Ena Moloney.

We need to make a fund raising priority. Despite great
generosity from our membership in so many ways, we all
realise that money is a necessary part of a successful
branch, to allow us to expand and go on to greater things.

Certainly we look forward to the continued success of the
branch in1998. Maybe we should also say thanks to
Eastbourne and Hastings branches for their
encouragement and support and extending the hand of
friendship to us.

Finally a sad note - to report the death of member Kath
Polhill (née Hill) aged 83, who had spent the last two years
of her life in an excellent home in Battle. Kath came from
Bradford and her blunt Yorkshire humour came to my
notice, when | first met her in Hastings, at the RASC record
office. She used to keep an eye on we younger girls, she
was a lovely person and in all the years of our long
friendship she never changed. | shall miss her!

May Jackson.
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Blackpool Branch

We have had to suffer the loss of Sarah Cudlip, she was on
the Advice Stall at the Reunion and a wonderful person,
very proud of the Association and its aims.

We had a lovely day in York seeing the sights and a Trip to
the Ice show.

This past week we started our Christmas Celebrations at
Fulwood Barracks Preston where the Sgt's Mess
entertained us to lunch. Traditional fare - ending with the
loyal toast - port wine and mince pies, many thanks to the
Regiment.

We hold our meeting at the RBL Club Cleveieys on the third
Friday of every month.

Olive Driver J.P.
Secretary.

Bolton Branch

The Branch is going through a bad patch at the moment
owing to the resignation of both the Secretary and the
Treasurer, no one seems very keen to take up these positions
and both Joan and Vera are carrying on for the time being,
when other members have had time to think about
volunteering. Vera has not been in the best of health for some
time now and she also has a sick husband. Joan is resigning
for health reasons, since being in hospital last year it seems
to have been an uphill struggle. The only way to better health
for both of us we feel is a little less stress.

Betty Crompton, one of our stalwarts has also left us, she
gave unstintingly of her time and her fund raising was one of
her favourite causes. Before she resigned she donated a
number of soft toys which she had knitted. These were sold
and raised an excess of sixty pounds for Branch funds. Well
done Betty.

Our social activities have been somewhat curtailed. We
visited the Mayor and Mayoress and after a brief talk by the
Mayor, tea and biscuits and a guided tour of the Town Hall.
This is an annual event and enjoyable.

The anniversary of VE was marked by a service on the Town
Hall Square where wreaths were laid. the parade was
followed by a Buffet Lunch at our local Barracks.

The 60 years anniversary of the formation of the ATS will be
marked by a garden plot depicting the ATS badge in gold on
a background of green with lettering in red. The plot will be in
full bloom in June (photos in next issue of Lioness).

Vera and Bill Worthington celebrated their Golden Wedding in

December, when they received a certificate of congratulation
from Her Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip.

Bradford Branch
Greeting to all Members.

Our meetings are on the 2nd Monday in each month with a
regular attendance of 25-30 members.



Movember is always a busy month beginning with the
Festival of Remembrance, which was very well attended
and a very good show,

The following Sunday being Remembrance Day Parade
and service aPRC @onpp réss ondireseNer sioe but
the numbers on the parade do not lessen, a very solemn
and sad occasion,

We attended a smaller service in the afternoon, smaller
parade and less pecple but no less dignified than the first.
We hosted our Annual Veteran Luncheon, to which SVA
members and their wives were also invited, We have just
one veteran from the Great War - Harry Holmes who had
his 100th birthday on the Gth Movember.

Christrnas lunch was held at the University, joined once
miare by the Dunkirk Veterans and their wives.

In February a presentation was held by the Royal British
Legion at which Brooches and Certificates were awarded.
The [ollowing in recognition of their sefling poppies over
the years as follows,

For 15 Years - A poppy Brooch to Ada Hendsom, Ruth
Harrizon, Eva Kimaid, Peggy Kenny, Morah Kendall, Elsie
Lamberl, OHwve Rhodes, Elsie Wilkinson. 10 Years
Cerlificates to Mildred Foster and Margaret Ashworth,

In April | accompanied Pegay Kendale o London for tha
AGM, where | was presented with a Cedificate of
Aporaciation for 15 years (now in my 16th year) this was
a greal honour for me and feel very proud o receive it

Litte did | realise that when | volunieered to carry the
standard that wvery first time {remember that word
volunieered) that | would still be carrying 16 years on, On
looking back the years seem o have gone in a flash, |
have greal support from my colleagues wherever | go and
still feed proud as | did the first time | went ‘on parade’.

In Aprl | alzo attended City Hall with Mr M Cooper,
Chairman of the Federation of Ex-Servicemen and
Women and presented a cheque for £500 to the Lord
Mayor for his appeal - a scanner for Royal Bradford
Infirmary, a very worthy cause, and in the past week we
also pregented a chegue for the same amount to
Manaorlands, a hospice which does such magnificent
wicark,

The Standard will be presented on the 171h May at the
civic service to mark the end of the Lord Mayor's year of
office. On the 24th May we will join the DVA and travsal
with them fo attend a service at Sheffield.

Our Secretary Joy Weston contacted City Hall with a
raguast far a flower carpel o mark the &0ih anniversary of
the ATS, this has been granted and will be placed in lkley
= &0 it any travellers should happen to be in the arsa of
“likley Moor BA TAT™, it will be on The Grove' likley.

In July we will be having our yearly bring and buy sale and
Pia and Peas Luncheon at the Undercliffe Crcket Club -
courtesy aof vy Whelhousae. This is always a succassful
el

Mogah Kendall,

Bury Branch

The work of the Auxikary Temiloral Service has been
cormmemdarated in Bury

A reunion of ex-members of the ATS gatherad in Sparrow
Park in Sikver Strest on Friday to mark 80 years since the
wartime organisation was formed.

The Mayor of Bury, Councillor Aoy Wakker unveiled a
plague payirg tribute 1o the ATS which was renamead the
Women's Roval Army Corps al the end of the Second World
War in 1949

Batore long more than 200,000 womean wara giving their
support to services fighting the war.

The women served as cooks, nurses, clerks, drivers,
soarchiighl operators and even as lady gunners’.

Locally many gifs served with the Roval Army Pay Corps
based in Radcliffe, dealing with the accounts of men serving
OVErsaas,

The wnvelling of the plague was 1o ensure thal the
couragaous worman both locally who served in the ATS are
rememberad for their service to the country during Waorkd
War Two.

A report from the Bury Times Newspaper sent in by
Mirs Mary Gragory

11 Boyds Strest

Tattingham

Bury

BLA 3MH

Sparrone Pack, Bury

Chelmsford Branch

In Lioness Mo 2 1887, we were preparing for our holiday in
Littlecote, Wamers new holiday venus. Beauflful gardans
and historical house, great success.

We walcome a guest speaker from the RMIE Talking Books
in June, who iold us B40 milion is spent yearly on this
senvica, as so many folk have failing eyesighi.

July our anniversary outing was to Dowvercourt and
Harwich, with tea arranged by Wi al Wrabnass, our last
auting for a well loved mamber, Miram Humpherson, who
died in August, she was such an asset to our Branch and s
sadly missed. We also losl another member, Calhy
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Wilsher, and a very popular member, Audrey Rayner. The
latter happily moved to the Peak District to be near her
family, we do miss her cheery personality besides all the
help she gave us.

We have had gepprleRPBIe N OP FreePheiio hmiy
Bristowe, who broke a bone'in her foot falling whilst cleaning
windows, and Peggy Turner, who slipped getting out of the
bath. Does this tell us something? - easy on the cleaning,
personal and otherwise!

Peggy does our monthly Newsletter, which is eagerly
awaited, as it is always so interesting, and Joan Scrivener is
our Press lady, which means we get free local publicity,
thereby gaining new members, we have welcomed several
this year.

We have a good band of helpers, which keep the Branch
running smoothly.

October our guest speaker was John Hayes from BBC
Essex, who has a great following in Chelmsford and had us
in stitches, recounting tales of everyday life in local radio.
We also had our annual Christmas shopping day, somewhat
early, in Peterborough, and on the way home enjoyed
sherry, mince pies, sausage rolls and crackers, a great start
to the Christmas season.

November the United States Assn invited us to their Social
- a pleasant evening with super food.

We have just returned from a Turkey and Tinsel break at
Gunton Hall in Suffolk. Chelmsford ATS will be remembered
there for the lone entry in the fancy dress competition, brave
Emily brought the house down as Cheimsford Town Crier,
with her weeping on the compere’s shoulder. Her tears were
so realistic. She well deserved the champagne and the
pretty brooch awarded her.

December we await our annual Christmas funch, hoping
the wintry weather will not prevent our Area Chairman,
Lady Kemball, from joining us. We look forward to another
year of comradeship. Many of our members meet up
between meetings, which proves what a success the
Association is.

Colchester Branch

Another year gone by - how time flies! We spent an
enjoyable Christmas meeting in December with 60
members and had a lovely spread. Our January meeting
was also well attended and we were entertained by the
Copford ladies Bellringing team. We had a wonderful time
singing along with all the well-known songs which brought
back many memories for us all.

At the moment we are busy planning our future programme
of speakers and visits for the coming year and were
delighted to hear that the memorial to ‘Women at War' is
going ahead and things are moving at last.

On March 24th some 20 members are attending a luncheon
at Clacton Golf Club - an outing which we all look forward to
as we are always made so welcome. Our next outing is to
the old fishing village of Burnham-on-Crouch on 21st May.
Other outings have been arranged to visit Felixstowe and
Lavenham when we hope that the weather will be kind to us.
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We have already had two speakers this year. Firstly Mr
Hardy gave us an interesting account of his travels in
Scotland which he illustrated with some beautiful slides. The
scenery held us spellbound and whetted our appetites to
visit this lovely country for ourselves. Following this we had
a nostalgic trip into the past when Dr Peter Tolley related his
remembrance of Christmases spent in Clacton during the
1930s. We had a good old laugh at all his stories and
reflected on how different things were in those days for both
children and their parents.

We are now looking forward to a long hot summer and many
happy meetings and outings to come.

Mrs S.E. Tooley
26 Holland Park
Clacton-on-Sea
Essex

CO15 6LR

Crewe Branch

In October four of us went with our Chairman’s husband to
his 8th Army Reunion at Stoke-On-Trent he made quite an
entrance arriving with four ladies in tow and we all had a jolly
evening.

In November five members attended the Cenotaph Parade
in London the weather was not very kind this year being
very wet but there was the usual good turn out of ladies on
parade.

In December joined by our friends and relatives we enjoyed
our annual trip to the Theatre to see the pantomime. After
the Christmas break we resumed meetings again in
February our workforce is even more depleted this year
through illness and other reasons.

In March our Chairman Betty and Secretary Edith with
Officers from the other branches in our Area went down to
Hereford for a meeting with out Area Chairman Mrs Maggie
Purkis. It was decided that Crewe Branch should host the
1999 Wales and West Area Reunion and Shropshire and
Stafford will assist us. The Grand Reunion 2000 is going to
be organised by the Cardiff Branch. Also in March we were
invited to a dance given by the Royal Marines at Stoke-on-
Trent several of us managed to go and enjoyed the night
out.

Because we could not find a date to suit everyone for our
Christmas dinner at Christmas time we decided to leave it
until the New Year. We eventually ended up having it on
March 29th members and husbands went for Sunday lunch
at the Crewe Arms Hotel, we all enjoyed it so much we are
hoping to do it again later on.

Betty Patton went to the 93th S/L Reunion at Leamington
Spa on April 4th she said it was a very pleasant weekend.
She is now looking forward to seeing her Ack Ack friends
again at the York Reunion in August.

Betty, Edith and Mabel travelled down to London for the
AGM, thanks to Mrs White everything went off very
smoothly. We wished Brigadier Field a happy retirement
and also Lt Colonel Soames. Then we welcomed Brigadier
Meechie as our new Vice President. We all wish her well
for the future.



Edith who was there as our Area Secrefary noted that
Wales and the West Area was fully represented.

Ohr first fund raiser this vear was a Dance on May Tih al the
Crosville Club Crewe which we always enjoy doing. We

have another IPTYFaER6 i piie Y G1FFYEE Versioiirty
Market Stall at Crewea in Juna,

What a o1 of Irouble we have had 19 gel a Flower Bed donea
o commemorate cur B0th Anniversary. As our local Council
has ceased o do them because of lack of funds they
provided us with a site but we had to find someone willing to
do the job and that has been very difficull.  Howewver, i
would seem parsisience has paid off | think we are fized up
now fingers crossed evenything is looking good,

We shall be attending the usual civic and service parades
during tha summer period and we have bean invited to Rhyl
again this year 5o we are looking forsard to going there for
the Welsh Tea.

We shall also be busy this year making arrangemeants for
cUr reurdon in Crewe next yedr,

Batty Patton
4 Chapedmere Courd
Copparnihall

Crewe

Chshire

CW1 45W

Ted 11270 585524

Exeter Branch

On the day the ‘Lioness’ comes through the letter boxes of
fhve members of Exeter Branch mol muwch housework (s
done. We all confinue io search for faces that we might
once have known, Older we may be, bt In the warmith of
our support and friendship we have changed nof one jot.
Dur membership continues fo increase, From a nuclaus of
asight we are now a thriving group of seventy- and still
rowing.

19975 first meeling set the sceneg with a speaker from an
Image Consultant Company called "Colour me Beautiful' we
acted as models for scarves, makeup and stylish ideas
which sent us all homa with a kghter step. The speaker had
complimenied us on our youthful appearance (the lovely
el coboured scarves certainly helped), The mesting
cheared a grey January day.

Crur subsequent spaakers have bean irformative and fun. ...
‘Life on Lundy Island, Recipes from Israel, Keeping beautiful
with 1he halp of Aloa Vera' ale.

Wa hired a hall in Centre of the City and sold our cakes,
books and plants and coffee to passers-by, Few knew what
our initials stood for ATST? Are vou the tyre company? Our
younger clienis marvelled that we were all once real soldiers
- @nd in a war too,...!

Several of us wenl to Worthy Down and others 1o Blackpool,
but cur most memaorabée Sunday was the one spent with our
sister group in Plymouth, We attended a Service and the
Biassing of a Book of Remambrancs for members who had
died, Our sincere condolences went out 1o our friends at the
sudden loss of two of their members, Both well known to us.

July found us at Diana Waters home where the food she
and Mary Pay had made ruined our disls. Money made for
funds and we'll diet tomommow,

At our Annual Birthday lunch at Exeter Catening College, we
Were again so pleased to have Mroand Mrs Hill as our
guests, Doraen is an honarary Meamber of our growp.

All has not been such smooth going though. The Roval
British Legion has changed it's venue and quite suddenly
wi found oursalves oul in the cold,  Bul not for long. Exeter
ladies are nothing if not supporive,. The committes found
a room we could use and by dint of much phoning around
we were able o meet and now look forward fo again
meeling at the Legion's new venue. ([Providing someons
will volunieear to haul us up ihe rather steep stairs). Once we
all make it we shall have anoiher excuse for further
calebrations at our January mesating.

Funds are healthy. We again supported the Poppy Appeal
and our own Benevolent Fund, Our sialwart member Mrs
Joan Parsons nevar lforgels o sand cards to anyona not
wall, and Mrs Irene Woods embroidery skills mow hang in
Exetar's Civic Hall. She made a squars ina quill, Our crest
was beautifully crafted showing the richness and diversity of
the people of Exeter and Devon,

We send greetings io all fellow members, Stay well and
chaarful and suslain yourselves with the continuing
friendships which are so precicus o us all.

Fife and Tayside Branch.

To date we now number 34 Lite Members and 53 Annual
Members, We still mest on the last Thursday of each month
al the Royal Brtish Legion Club in Perth for lunch and a
small raffle, About 26-28 members furm up each month so
it was decided 1o hand ol a news letter o each mamber,
the cost of which is subsidised by the voluntary 50p’s each
member attending . pays,  Decomber 1997 we had our

Christmas lunch at the Hoyal George Hotel, Perth with 46
members attending and the highlight of the day was a very
larga Christmas cake baked for us and donated by 45
Commande Uni, HMS Condor, Qur Association badge had
bean caralfully iced on to il which made i exlra spacial. We
donated E200 to our treasurer towards funds,

Fife ord Tovside. fTatent an Falking ! Eatieg
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We decided to have a "Membership Quiz' guessing names
with given dues and the prizes were Marks and Spencer gt
wouchers £15, £10 and two at £3 each. First Mrs [sobsl
Walzon, 2rd Mrs Grace Kirkland and third equal Mrs Anne
Clark and Miss Beatrice Arthur {(who makes endless trays of
tablet for us). PDF Compressor Free Version

& few of cur members have bean discovering thal they ded
their training at the same place, so have been getiing
togedher on the telephone and travelling to the monthly
lunches together, One of our members krs Peggy Miller
Enitted three sets of very kovely doil's clothes for another
member Peggy Leslie, for the dolls which sit on har bad, and
balonged i her grandchildren whon they whene young
children. Mra Lesfie is unable to travel and can't come fo our
meelings but gives genercusly to our sales tables, raffles
and boot sakes. A BIG THANK YOU BOTH PEGGY's.

Plastic containers were handed out to our members who
wighed o have them, in February. This i an amengoency
information scheme run by the emergency serices and
caring agencles and supporied by the Police, Fire Brigade,
Ambulance Service, the Local Council, NHS Trust, Health
Board, Gas and Electric and the Churches. A fom is
compieted with madication details and placed inside the
iridge, along with personal detadls, doclor, carar and
contact, There are 'emergency’ stickers one for the fridge
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door and one for the inside door to alerd any of the afors-
mentioned services and this can only be a comfort for
anyons lving alona. Just as a matter of inferest are thera
any similar gchemes in any other parts of the country, we
would be interesied to leam? 777

We are celabrating cur ten years as a branch in March by
planting two rases inoour Scotlish branches walled garden
bower. The roses are namead Fallowship” which we thawghl
Was appropriate. We will atso have a small plague doma ‘for
the ten years’,

Cne of our mambers Mrs Maurean Lowson (WRAC vintage)
wWas running in the London Marathon and we had a T.5hin
printed for her with WRAC Association Fife and Tayside
Branch on i1- she was proad 10 wear it and 10 gate she has
raised over 500 for our local mental hospital.  Today we
learmed thal she had just compéeted walking the Wasl
Highland Way and had climbed Ben Mevis so WELL DONE
MALREEN WE ARE PROUD OF YO,

Murathan Gid

Maurven Lowwson

We held our AGM al the City Mills Hotal on tha 251h Apsil.
This was attended by 37 members, We discussed our
future Scottish AGM al Redlord Barracks in October and the
first compedition for the shisdd which will ba competed for in
the form of a lapestry on the day. #1100 was handed to our
treasurer. Once again thanks for all the hard work which
goas in to compiling tha "Lioness’ It is looked forsard to, and
read sagerly.



Dumidries Branch

Qur nenw session opened in Seplember when we hedd our
Annual Bring and Buy sals in aid of Erskine Hospilal. |t was
wall attended, en}uyad I:h)' all and a very successhl evening.
ARer fea, '.H& SRA e 2

Our Scotbsh AGM in October was held in Dumfries and thirky
five of cur members attended, The event was tinged with
sadness as we sakd farewell fo our Scotlish Secretary, Caplain
Fat Sievenson, who has now retired and moved down South
We will greathy miss her, but wish both she and her husband
a long and happy refiremsnt,

Presertafion fo Copt Sterensan

Sunday 9th Movember was our Armistice Senioe held once
again in George Square Glasgow, The weather was in our
favour, being a dry bright Movember day, 5o the service was
wiedl attended, and the hospitality recehved from the Glasgow
ity Council was most appreciated.,. Later that month, we
enjoyed a display of Floral arranging by Miss Many Mair, who
most generously giftied her many arrangements o ouwr
members.

Sadly, wa have kosl thres of our long standing members, Mary
Blackadder, Cathie Guy, Babs Donaldson. Al will be sadiy
riisGad,

Miss Blackaddar kindly beft a legacy of £1000 1o our branch o
be used for oulings for the members and in September we
enjoyed a grand day oul to St Andrews, On our joumey a
meeal was engoyed by all al the Crows Mest Hoted in Anstruthar,

Oyr Christmas Lunch is being hebd on the 11th December in
the Grovener Hotel Glasgow, an event we all ook forward fo
and a pleasant way 1o end the session,

Cher best wishas for the Maw Yeaar go to all Branches.

Maynard Rattray

33 Cumming Drive 32
Mol Flonda
Glasgow G42 3AD

Seartish Renrmion

Grimsby Branch

| cannot believe how fast tha days go by. N seams only
yesterday | was writing the comings and goings of our
bramch for the last ‘Lioness', and here we go again, One of
he penallies of getling old 'm afraid,

First of gl | must blow the trumpst for the Grimshy Branch
and the Morhem Area Reunion, what a lovely day we had!
Tha maal was excellent. Many thanks to Jimmy Jackson
and his staff at the Winfergardens, Clesthorpas.  Also to
Colin Lovelock who plaved the organ through lunch and
afterwards for community  singing. Then we wera
eniertained by the "Humber Belles', a Barber-Shop chair,
whio gang several songs which we all enjoved, They had a
break from singing while one of the Grimsby ladies, Marore
Thampson, gave har rendaring of two monslogues about
how things used to be. Time to go home came all too
quickhy, but it was a pleasure to see all the smiling faces of
members as thay kit. The Grimsby Branch thank all for
coming and hope it will nol be long before you come again.

Earfier this summer we wenl on an ouling to Hearbeal
Country, some of us had lunch in the Aidensfield Arms'.
Wihat a lovely village Goathland is, it was even better before
Ielevision made it famous as Aldenflesd. We finished The
day at Whitby stopping for a meal on the way homae.

Mext came our Summer Fair in June, We all know what a
wal month thal was this year and this day was ro axceplion,
but we made the best of it and didn't finish up too badly al
the end of the day,

We had another oufing in August to the Chease factory ai
Hawes in the Yorkshire Dales. It was a beautiful day. We
lzarned how the famous Wensleydale cheese was made on
a film and than toured the lactory. Lots of the ladies wenl
home with Wensleydala cheese and fruit cake in thedir bags.

Wa had an AGM in October, the Officers Audrey Porter,
Chairman Eunice Dillerstone, Secrelary Ruth Jenner,
Treasurer were all relumed unopposed. Our President
Paukine Elliz thanked them and other members of the
Committes for all their hard work over the year, Sadly on
the day of the AGM several of us altended the funeral of
Belly Anderson one of our hard working members,
Although not a member of the committes she was always
first to furm up at cur fund-raising effords. She will be sadly
missed by all of us, Our new Standard Bearer Carol Tyler
was on duly for the first e for Betty's funeral, and an
excellent job she made of it, aspacially as she had no tima
train for & funaral.

In December we had our annual lunch al the Irm on the
FPark’ again. We had a very good meal and spent the
alternoon naltering over coffee and drinks. A wvery
enjoyvable time was had by all,

In December we had our Christmas Fayre. In spite of ihe
wealher baing very good we did lairly well. We made our
usual donations 1o the Banevolent Fund and Poppy Appeal
from the proceeds of the Fayre,

Wa have already booked our bus and hatal for the Morthem
Araa Reunicn and will be joined by the members of the Hull
Branch for the frip, which we are [ooking forsward o

Cwr new standard bearer Carod Tyter is now being trained
by the British Leglon

Pauline Ellis
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Harrogate and District Branch

It seems amazing thal we cominue 1o grest new members!
It is generaly thought that, afier De-Mob, we all set about
bailding up cur irderrupled lives, oftan marmyng, raising a
family and purpgiyF X Frél Gﬂgf%ﬁ ag
wa know, vary lima consuming.  Then suddenly, you sit
down, retired (chance'd be a fine thing!). take a deep breath,
and take siock! Sometimes atone, widowed, with children
far away, you remembear the ‘good old days'- tha
camaraderie. Bul there's no one 1o remimisce with. "Wait a
ménute, thawgh - how about the WRAC (ATS) Associalion?
Do they meet anywhere near me’y'

The Editor (a lady) of our local paper is happy io put in our
meonthly repart, and the word gels around, Passing on the
Lioness too is a geod advert - such an aftractive magazine!

We have had some fascinating speakers recentty. One of
aur members, Barbara Dawson, gave s a very interesting
ialk on the Canals of Greal Britain; she has a lof ol
experence of these, having a narmow boat herself,  Vicky
Radford enthralled us with a talk and demaonsiration on the
art of lace-making - what hiddan talents lie in our ranks! An
ax-SA5 man, a membsar of our local British Lagion, gave us
a talk and superb demonstration on the making and
Turnishang of Doll's Houses, all 1o scalke.

The Monice Bradley Seqat

Another of our speakers, Mr Deryck Moore showed a sel of
slides which he had taken from all over the world, bul this
ook the form of & quiz, in which we had o say [or guess)
where they ware takan! As it turmned oul, he only had o tell
ug very few of the answers, As he writes a column in the
local paper, he wiole an aicle on owr history which
appeared in the paper itself,

Sadly, we lost ona of our Oiley members, Mrs Lydia Lea, on
May 1st 1988, She had atfended the Annual Luncheon in
March, and our monthly meafing only bwo days bsforg, She
will be greathy missed,

Article Written By Mr Deryck Moore

The Friday Report - The Women's Roval Army Corps
Association.

Margarat Potter i5 the currant Chairman of tha Harrogats
Branch of the Women's Royal Army Corps Association,
founded in June 1968 and she arranged for me o meet
many of their members who had loyally fumed up, in spite
of the rain, for a phobo opporiunily arourd the mamoral
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seat, dedicated to Miss Maonsca D. Bradley, the tounder of
the Harmogate Branch.

Serving im the ATS from 1843 to 1845, the laie Monica
Bradley was emploved as a Clpher Operator High Grade
becauss of her fleert French and Garman and was aone of
the operators who handled General Elsenbower's official
communique o the British Liberation Army in Brussals
intirmating that the war in Europe was over,

Sl attending the Branch meetings ona regular basis, is the
sprightly B5 wear old founder member Miss Dorothy
Wilcockson, who told me thai she was bom and bred in
Harrogate and jined the ATS in 1939 as a Clerk with the
Sth West Riding ATS Cempany and before leaving Catterick
was promoted o Lance Corporal and  aveniually
commessionsd fo Sub Lisuienant to go fo Egypt in 1940,

As an Officer she joined the 501 Company of the ATS,
attached o HG In Cairo but actually stationed &t & most
sacret location in the Desert called the Digla Garrison. Thair
location was so secrel that even the British Army had no
idea where they weare, let alone the Germans, which, she
believes, accounted for their sirange stafling complement
which ranged between 1 Officer and 60 other Ranks o 20
Hiicers and & other Ranks!

The Secretary of the Harrogate Branch is Mrs Sheila Pantin,
froen whom any informalion can be oblalned by telephone
01423 507154, and she joined the Yorkshire and
Lancashire ATS Regiment in Pontefract, siraighi from
schood, until *.....they decided what to do with me’!  Thai
decision came in 1942 when Sheila Pantin became ihe
recruitment poster girl of the ATS and joined a special
Platoon which had been =et up to counteract the smear
campaign, prevalent in those days, insinuating thal
members of the ATS were only from rich families and
imdesd were nothing more than camp followers, What a
greal shur this was on g0 many loyal and devaled Brtish
girts, who were playing a vital role in the fight against the
enemy. Sheila borrowed the monay o gel o Poniefract!

What a disfinguished career Sheita Pantin led as, foliowing
the ATS, she became a F.ANY. Ambulance Driver after 'D-
Day', driving the K2 Ambulance to the fronts through
Holland and Belgium, and was stationed at Waterloo for VE-
Cay, and af Eindhoven for Vd-Day, Her grandson enjoys
saying that his granmy was at Watsrloo! Hawving taught in
schools for twenty vears, Shella Pantin went back info
uniform by paimirng tha WRWYES Welfare Services, a job which
took her all over the workd.

| felt | had made a real link with Harogate's past history
whan | mel Barbara Dawson, the greal grand-daughier of
George Dawson, the fiery-charactered builder who added
the wings on 1o the Crown Holed in 1840, built the elegant
Cambridge Crescent im 18671868 and many other of the
Town's famous bulldings,

Barbara was born In Sublacs in Westem Australia to whare
the Dawson family had emigrated in 1914 and came back to
thiz country In 1959 for & 12 months holiday and stayed|
She became a Sergeant in the B5th Signal Regiment of the
TAVRE in London and taught voung lads o drive 3-ton
lomies. She now runs 'Grandad's Aftic’ in Granville road, in
Harrogate, where she specialises in the sales of working
anfigua tools.

Finally, I must menlion thal in a memorable day of meeting
these wonderful ladies, | was infroduced to Mary Croft from



Belfast, who joined the ATS in 1941 and was sent fo
Dalkeith to train, with a number of her colleagues, alongside
the Black Walch regiment.

Uinfortunately their squad training was naot very successiul

as they couldnip pypec Ws L e o
said and matym!:lwa?s Em io turn ﬂlipawéung way, She
was finally graded as a Radar Operator and wenl to Devizos
for specal training. She then retumed to Scottand whera
ghe was needed 1o replace men who had left the gun site to
form the REME and evenlually became a Captain when she
moved info the Administrative branch.

My wisit towched the history of Harmogate and how much |
anjoyed being wilh this very happy group of ladies, whose
contribution o the war efforl was inestimable and whose
warm comradeship together has [asted so many years, To
ba with them is to be infected by their benewvolent
happiness!

Hastings Branch

1988 marks the G60th Anniversary of the formation of the
ATS and 19599 marks tha 50th Annivarsary of the formation
of the WRAC - two very important anniversaries for us all,
We da hope thal this year the ATS badge will be displayed
ail over the country and we send greetings to ail who served
i the ATS and 10 our younger sieters who served in the
WRAC,

We ssem o have achieved guite a lot in 199788 and our
atendance al meelings remaing al about 50% of The
membarship.

Jon Lovell AGM T

Dur secrefary and Joan Lovell attended the AGM in
Blackpool despite the aclivities of the IRA. Joan received
her cerificate of Appreciation from Brigadier Field and we
congratulate Joan on the well deserved recognition. She
attended the first meeting of this branch and has been
aclive and supportive evar gince. In June [ast year she had
the honour of parading our standard when the Queen visited
Hastings 1o open our new shopping precinet. Again in June
Joan provided the Branch with a strawbemy Tea in her
garden which was a delightful sefting and raised funds for
tha Branch.

Another item of interest lasl June was the atiendance of
Morah Bexhall at the handing-cver ceremony in Hong Kong
and a separate adicle on her visil s altached. A fruly
historical eveni.

Qur Social Secretary, Sue Dash, aranged the summer
ouling which was a vislt o either Hampton Court of Kew
Gardens. It was a wonderful day oul wea thank Sus for

organising it

In August ouwr Chalman, Eleen Kent, recelved a rather
special invilation. When Her Majesty the Queen boarded
the Roval Yacht for her holiday in the Westem Isles,
relatives of the crew were inviled 1o be present on the quay
side and our Chairman had the honour of speaking with Her
Majesty and she presented flowers and greetings from
Hastings Branch.

Cur founder mamber came from Wimbladon branch and in
the past membars of that Branch have visited Haslings to
attend owr Church Services. |In 1597 thay camea for a day
cul al the sea-side and we hope they enjoyed it as much as
wia didd. It wag good 1o meet membars from another Branch
and show them ocur lown. The photograph shows them
aszembled for homeward journey following lea at our local
REL.

Winghledon Broaek visits Hastings

Tweo of our mambers warea invited 1o represent = at the 50th
Arniversary of Canterbury Branch and Murial Poole spoke
of the vigil al a recen! meeting. Thay had a wonderful day
and were most impressed by the arangemenis which had
been made for the celebration, We have jusl 32 vears 1o go
to our own S50th Anmiversary and sincerely hope we will
have soma younger members 1o organise it for us!

We have saven mambers living In Bye so each year in the
past our Luncheon Club has meat once at The Top of the Hiil
Inn I Fye and this has always been very well attendad.,
Thearefora, in 19897 we had bwo lunchas thers and thay wara
50 successful it is to be a regular part of our programme in
futura.
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We have one or two speakers at our meetings each year
and a talk by Mrs Louise Denny who composes military
marches was one of particular interest to us and one of the
most successful we have had.

We held ourp Cg“m f a
Christmas Iunch in 1997 we had a New %rwmlr?the
3rd Wednesday in January (our usual meeting date). It was
a good idea and enjoyed by all who attended but perhaps if
this is to be a regular feature in our programme it should be
nearer to New Years Day.

We have been delighted to hear of the success of the newly
formed Bexhill Branch under the guidance of May Jackson
and we hope they are having a very satisfactory year.

Finally - to mark the 60th Anniversary of the formation of the
ATS we will be holding a Church Service on the 6th
September at 3.00pm in St Matthews Church, Silver Hill, St
Leonards on Sea. This is being organised in conjunction
with other Branches in the South East and we do hope all
ex ATS, ex WRAC, and their friends who may be in the area
will join us on that occasion.

Greetings to all
Hereford Branch

Thank you to Judi Hole for once again typing this report for
me. Since my last report we have been very busy raising
funds for the Benevolent Fund and our proposed Standard
Fund. Jackie Neave has run a monthly raffle at her place of
work as well as knitting beautiful baby jackets to sell. | have
written numerous letters pleading for donations towards the
Fund and Win Birt has also knitted teddies. Several of our
ladies have generously given cash for the cause also and our
thanks go to everyone who has supported us so readily. Our
gratitude also to Crewe and Birmingham Branches for
procedural help.

In September at our AGM the same officers were appointed -
Chairman Mrs Mary Nicholls, Treasurer Miss Joyce Nicholls,
Secretary Mrs Jo Anscombe. Mrs Sue Walton remains our
printer of newsletters and cards. In November several
members attended Remembrance Sunday Church Parades.
Mrs Eva Burton and Mrs Rosemary Jones were our
representatives when Eva again placed our Poppy Wreath at
the War Memorial in the City. Six of us attended the Civic
Service on November 11th.

Several of our ladies have been enjoying pub lunches each
month and November was no exception. A good time is had
by all and anyone who would like to join in please contact
either Joyce Nicholls or Jo Anscombe. Most planning for
future events takes place around a glass-filled table you
know!!! Jackie Neave and Jo Anscombe are both knitters for
the Association Knitting Circle and once again , anyone
interested please contact either knitters. Joyce Nicholls has
been selling WRAC ‘Bears’ as well as a constant order for
badges etc, Jo Anscombe submitted a design for a ‘Diamond’
ATS Garden and we have been accepted by the city Council,
but not sure yet, which park garden in Hereford it will
eventually be planted.

In December we once again met at the Stage Coach for our
Christmas lunch and held a large raffle and Jackie Neave
baked and iced a Regimental cake which was won by one of
our Branch members - Linda Hutton. Joyce Nicholls sold
memorabilia, all for Branch funds. We were especially
pleased to welcome Mrs Lilian Cross our Shropshire member
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of Hereford Branch, along with her daughter Maureen (an
honorary member) who makes lovely dolls and sends them
for us to sell. John her son-in-law came too - as chauffeur.
We always read the Collect before our meal and Toast Her
Majesty the Queen and Her Majesty the Queen Mother and
‘absent friends’.

In February we started selling tickets for an April raffle. We
had 25 prizes and thank all those who kindly donated them.
We also heard that Mrs Billy Cordner, a very staunch Branch
member who had moved to Evesham two years ago was
hoping to start a Branch there. She had been given press
space for airing her views and had several interested
enquiries. A few of Hereford members live in the Evesham
area and would find meeting there an asset, though we should
loathe to part with ‘them’, we do not mind handing ‘them’ over
to Billy’s branch! We shall always work hand in hand anyway.

March saw the usual Branch Officers meeting of Wales and
West Area, again at the RBL_Hall in Belmont Road Hereford
on the 7th March. All Branches were welcomed, sadly not
Wrexham, owing to another commitment and they all brought
raffle prizes and we are once again indebted to them. Our
lovely ‘Ross Ladies’ under the ‘command’ of Mrs Mary Davis,
once more gave us splendid refreshments with help from
many members. It was as usual profitable and £100 has gone
to the Benevolent Fund as a result. We love hosting these
meetings as they are informal and happy and it is so nice to
say ‘Hello’ to our wonderful friends. Thank you for supporting
us and travelling so far. We closed the meeting under the
Chairmanship of Mrs Maggie Purkis, with the area Secretary
Mrs Edith Francis, just in time before the River Wye
overflowed and halted our homeward journeys. March 24th
saw us working on a table sale of Bric a Brac in the Butter
Market and £93.17 was raised in 5 hours. We plan another
on July 7th with a car boot on Sunday July 12th. Six members
travelled to the AGM on April 18th at the Victory Services Club
in London. It was nice to be there to say ‘goodbye’ to
Brigadier Anne Field who has now retired. She was in her
usual good humour and nice to welcome Brigadier Helen
Meechie. Jo Anscombe was lucky to win a tin of shortbread
in the raffle.

On April 29th we drew out raffle prize tickets, Mrs Celia Davies
and Mrs Nora Maunder doing the honours. 1st prize of £15
was won by Mrs Marjorie Prestidge from Pershore. 2nd prize
of a bottle of whisky won by Philippa Williams from Ross on
Wye and 3rd prize a bottle of brandy won by Liz Kemp a
serving soldier in Germany. Twelve other recipients were
military also. Final count of money will be announced later.
Thank you to all those who contributed towards the success
of the raffle.

On May 7th we are holding a meeting at Jackie Neave?s
home to finalise plans for the Standard and on May 12th our
Ross ladies are planning a ‘Bring and Buy’ stall and cream tea
for Branch funds. We shall also hold another raffle. Thank
you to all members who keep our branch a happy and
successful group and we wish all our ‘not so well’ ladies a
speedy recovery especially Mrs Phyllis Martin in Gwynedd
who is recovering from an operation. ‘Get well soon’ Phyl.
We all send our love. We also welcome our latest member
No59 Mrs Heather M.V. Kemp from Abergavenny, and look
forward to meeting soon.

If anyone knows the whereabouts of two Hereford members
who have moved and not left me their addresses, would they
please contact me at 6 Haydock Avenue, Hereford, HR4 9LZ.
They are Ruth Bromage and Linda Williams. Thank you. No
address means no delivery of Lioness, both are life members.



liford Branch

Our average attendance is between 10-16 members
meeting the first Saturday afternoon of every month.

On paper wepip @ JIAPIUSSEr F AP Vereighn 40

some of these members we have never seen sadly some
we have lost contact with in spite of our efforts to keep in
touch.

Our members come from various places in East London and
Essex and some of them travel quite a distance to be with
us.

This last year has seen sickness amongst our members and
their families and we have been delighted to welcome them
back when they are on the road of recovery. Our rent last
year was trebled and | think it is quite possible we shall have
a further increase this year.

Toch H our landlords have been very kind to us over the
years and we were delighted on arriving at our last meeting
to find our room had been attractively re-decorated.
Members have rallied round to help with the increased costs
and by running raffles and increasing their monthly
donations towards the tea and biscuits we are still solvent.

1999 will be our 80th birthday of continual meetings a record
liford can be proud of. Perhaps it's a case of ‘small is
beautiful’.

E.M.H.

Isle of Wight Branch

We have been having our usual busy year on the Island with
the reunion in Blackpool figuring ‘top of the list’. Twelve of
our members travelled North enjoying a long weekend at
the resort. It would appear that the Church Service was
greatly appreciated and in particular the sermon given by
the Vicar who obviously has a great sense of humour!!!

Our birthday lunch last May was as usual a great success
when we were so pleased to welcome members from the
Southampton and Portsmouth Branches - they really do
support us so well each year and we wonder whether it
maybe our SUPER raffle that is the attraction??

The Bembridge Street Fayre was again our ‘charity’ venue
and due to the very hard work of our committee and a few
of the members we raised just over £200 so we put the few
extra £'s required from our funds to make a donation to our
local SSAFA who have been so kind and helpful to some of
our members who have had minor problems at home. A
very large turn out in August to the home of one of our ladies
with the help on another we had a super lunch with the usual
raffle we were once more - with a little help from our Branch
funds - to send £400 to HQ for the ex-ATS Benevolent Fund
- with such a small membership number which has been
reduced over the years has now dwindled down to 40, paid
up members. We do appreciate the co-operation of most of
our members when called upon to help.

On Remembrance Sunday the IOW Branch was
represented by Vera Royal whose name was drawn out of a
hat at the ATS Diners Club to carry the wreath at the
Cenotaph. She marched so well under very difficult
conditions with bad weather and a great deal of personal
pain - we are a tough lot, the World War I Veterans.

Leeds Branch

We continue to have our usual monthly meetings at which
we would welcome any new members specially those
recently leaving the Services, only in this way can we
continue the comradeship.

We had our usual happy Christmas party and a visit to the
Pantomime at the City Varieties. Three members were
lucky in the draw for tickets to the Remembrance Day
Service in Westminster Abbey a truly memorable occasion.
Preceded by the evening performance in the Albert Hall and
followed by an excellent view of the parade in Whitehall this
was certainly a weekend to remember.

Arrangements are in hand for the Ack Ack weekend at
Nantwich, the combined services weekend in Bridlington,
the mixed Hy AA Reunion in York and the Northern Area
Reunion which we are making into a short holiday in Whitley
Bay.

Our Secretary has been in touch with the City of Leeds
Parks Dept. They have promised to make a special ATS
Floral Display to mark our 60th Anniversary.

We were all sorry to hear of the death of our President
Colonel Stead, several members attended the funeral and
money was sent to the Benevolent Fund in her memory.
Captain May Conley was unanimously elected to the
position of President, an honour well deserved and
appropriate as she has recently been awarded a certificate
for Meritorious service to the WRAC Association.

We are looking forward to meeting our usual friends at York.

Liverpool Branch

Since our last report we have had a busy year, and happily
welcomed at least eight new members to our monthly
meetings. For the record these are held on the third
Wednesday of the month, (except January, August and
December), at the Royal British Legion (Liverpool City
Branch) 34, Rodney Street, Liverpool 1, in the Concert
Room (ground floor) commencing at 1-30pm. Our meetings
are informal and a good opportunity for socialising with
others of like interests. Any ex-ATS/WRAC members living
within the Mersey-side area who wish to come along will be
made most welcome.

In July 1997, several of our members once again travelled
to Rhyl to join in their ‘Afternoon Tea’ held at the Town Hall.
As ever it was an excellent event, our friends at Rhyl really
do know how to stage a social afternoon. Even their
husbands are enlisted to provide the musical entertainment
and act as MC'’s, so it really is Combined Operations.

Our next event was our Christmas Luncheon held on the
10th of December at the Masonic Hall, Garston. Forty
members attended and once again it was voted a
‘Christmas Cracker’. I’'m sure that this will now prove to be
an annual MUST.

Our first outing of 1998 was in March to join Liverpool
Branch WRNS Association, at their invitation, and fifteen of
our members were lucky to obtain tickets, which were
limited, since the reunion incorporated all women serving
during World War 2 and since, including WAAF, Land Army,
Nursing Service etc. A rollicking good time was had by all
and we now look forward to joining the WRNS and RN for
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thair annual Service on the 1610 of May al the pier haad
Liverpood, Maval members will be travelling from Canada
for a special service of Blessing the Trees (Canadian
Spruce) io commemaorate the Canadian Forces who saned
in and around Livenpoal during the 1939-1945 hostilities.

on the 21st EAEHCRIR6FSOF RN SFNIORa 1o
Rochdale to join in their 15th birthday celebrations, it was
nice to meet up again with ol irends and acquaintances
and we had a most enjoyable aftarmoon with a superb
bufiel. Fund raising events and a raffle were the order of the
day, and we do thank the committes and all members of
Rochdale branch for their hospitality that day.

Our zocial e has really taken off thas year, for amongst
future outings durkng the coming months are a visil o
Wilmslow branch fo commemorale the BOth anniversary of
the ATS and yet anather trip to Rhyl, Just hope that we can
stand the pacel!

One of our long standing members, Dorothy Churchward,
has regretivily beean obligad fo give wp her home and take
up residence in a Mursing Home following two hip
raplacaments and other problems. She seems to be settling
in wall and hopafully we shall be able to visit her to assure
her that we still care. Several of our membears were in
hespital during Christmas/New Year poriod, bul happily all
are now fully recovered,

Qur former Secretary, Margarel Barlon, and her husband
Andy celebrated thelr Gobden Wedding early in the year, as
did Trudi and John Orchard on May the 1s1.  We
congratulate both couples and wish tham many more happy
vears together,

Lot Conk e Hitcher witk % wear old Ted Runmer
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Liverpool Branch

On Friday Tth MNovember 1997 many of our members
attended the Memoral Service in 51 John's Gardans
Liverpool a5 they do every year ai Remembrance Weekand,
The Royal British Legion stage this event o open the
Garden of Remembrance in connection with the Poppy
Appeal, It is always very wall supported by ex-Sarvice
Personnel and is a very emotive occasion. The enclosed
photograph shows one of our long Serving mambers - Dal
Cook (nee Hitchen, WO Signals) who is currently Madame
President of the Ladies Section of Algburth RBL and a major
worker for the Poppy Appeal, she is standing beside Ted
Rimmeer whao iz 99 years young, He served in the 2nd Kings
Rifles (Liverpood) during 1914-1918. He saw service in
Arras and Paschendale as a scout for the Unit and saw
many of his comrades lose their Inves. He himsel ascaped
death three times, After the war he served 30 years in the
Poliee Serice.

London Branch

Since our last report we have welcomed many new
members who have joined in our activities and becoma
regulars at our monthly mesatings which now attract al least
gixty members, We held our usual Christrmas lunch
Decamber which we all enjoyed. The January maeting was
a very lively discussion on vanous topics and mclueded some
amusing anecdodas from new mambers on their war-tima
aclivities, In February there was a warm welcome for Mary
Coomer who has a greal fund of ATS reminiscences o tall.
Some of you may remember her at Tha National Army

Dorothy Foater receiving fer certificate



Museum when they held 8 'Study Day' on the occasson of
e opening of the exhibition, “The Right o Serve’. At tha
March meeting, Roger McKenna talked about the Cutty
Sark and In April E © Brooks told us all about the brdges in
iha London Area of which there are many more than just

thas i [ with
ados. To AP, S e S X e RO
members and we congrafulated our Chairman, Dorolby

Foster who recenved a Cerificate of Appreciation from
Brigadier Meeachie,

Cur first coach inp of the year in May was to Knole in Kent,
& wery venerabde pile with a great deal of Tudor furniture and
portraits on display. The rainwhich greeted our arrival soon
cleared and even the unseasonable biting wind did not
prevvant us from enjoying the gardens.

Eva Elizon

Luton Branch

On Sunday 268 October 19897 we were honoured o
welcome Brigadier Anne Field, CB, CBE to Luton Parish
Church on the occasion of the dedication of our branch
standard. M was, she told us, her last official engagemant
as Vice President of ihe Association. Sha will ba missed
by ws all. HAepresentative of other local ex-service
organisations, the Royal British Legion, WRVS, Scouts, 5t
John's Ambutance, families and friends also attended the
sendce al which the Reverend Sue Hudspith officiated.
The RAF Association and Burma Star Association also
paraded their standards, which holped our novice standard
bearar immenssly, 2he was Eberni Pirie, who is also our
very alde secrelary. The escorts 1o the standard were Dol
Bell, who served in the ATS, Diana Lidstone, who was in
both the ATS and WRAC, whereas Elerl was WRAC, so,
purely by accident, we had confinuity. Afterwards we
refired to our meeling place at Luton Social and Working
Men's Club where a buflel lunch was laid on by our
members, Four of our guests drove down from Stafford:
Ann Deakin, Daphne Jervis, Majorie Powell and Mr
Deakin, The buffel must have been acceplable - very litila
wias laft!

Declivating the sfandard, Beorer Elerr Pirie

We took ihe standard ouwt for itz second airing on
Hemembrance Sunday al our local parade, where 15
members were on parade. We subsequently received a

Dedicating the aterdarg. Brig Field ond Menbors

charming letter from the President of Bedfordshire British
Lagion complimenting us on our bearing and turnout.

In Decambar we Bad an informal Christmas parly at our
venue with a competition for the most pretiily wrapped
presant, won by Georgina Gregory and averyone prasent
received a gifi.

Cn 22nd January 1988 we celebrated our 2nd anniversary
formally, holding a luncheon al Barnfiald Collega, where
the catering studeniz once again provided an excelient
maal,

Four members altended the AGM al The Victory Club on
18 April, This coingided with a branch maeting whare wo
membars of the Post Office gave an interesting and
amusing falk on the history of the GP{O,

Forthcoming events:

We are entering a float in Luton Carnival on 25th May
depicting ‘Service Thru' the Century’. Mapor Simon Sadler
RaA, Officer Commanding our local TAVR unit, has kindly
agresd to provide a Land Rover and driver (Pte Tracy
O'Reilly AGC). On board will be 3 members dressed in
OMAAC, ATS and WRAC uniform, plus ona mamber in
beret, blazer and tartan skirt carrying the standard. We
shall be brandizhing collection ting lor the Benevolant
Fund. Hopefully we shall have some pictures for the next
‘Lioness’, Our grateful thanks go 1o Jean Waestrop of
Dacorum Branch and Daphne Jervis for the loan of the
ATS and WRAC uniforms respectively

In June we hope 0 have a lalk by Major Patricia
McParlane AGC, who was formerly in the WRAL, on
‘Women in the Army today’,

Finally we are hosting the London Area Group Reunion on
Saturday 12 September 1898 ai Lufon Social and Working
Men's Club, Unit 19; 151 Floor, Luton Amdale Centra. We
hope it will be a success. Tickels are available through
branch secrelarias, bul it you cannol cbtain one this way,
please contact either Eleri Pirie on 01582 611759 or
Madge Evans on 01582 617313, Tha cost s £10 per
head. We have to limit the numbers altending to 120 due
To the size of the venue 30 11 will be “first come, first
sarved’.

163



Manchester Branch

Although we have been slightly depleted over the last
few months, owing to transport difficulties and a spell in
hospital for o %o r members, wel*have Wanaged our
monthly meelndl & QEBIGSSAE TEE JERSY the
operation of our member hospitalised was a great

success, so we can once again welcome her back to the
fold.

We have had a number of invitations to visit other
branches which we will endeavour to accept. We had
an invitation to Rochdale Branch, unfortunately at the
last minute we were asked to attend a funeral service
with the request to form a guard of honour. We dashed
to Rochdale to explain our difficulty, they in turn were
most considerate, and made up ‘doggy bags’ for those
who had to leave early. Thank you Rochdale Branch a
show of true ATS comradeship.

Our next venue is a visit to Wilmslow branch, we are
looking forward to it. It will be nice to go there for the
first time and meet the members.

We still have a full diary, our next venue is a visit to
Rhyl Branch. This means a day out to the seaside for
us, although we don’t have much time to see the sea.
We are much too busy at the Branch who always pull
the stops out to ensure our journey ‘was really
necessary’.

One of our members is ex Ack Ack and is looking
forward to going to York Reunion for the weekend. This
is a very popular weekend . The service in York Minster
is an experience in itself and the complement of ATS fill
it to capacity each year.

We are trying to find out what arrangements are afoot
for our celebrations by the Manchester Council, this
year but have not yet been advised.

Medway Branch

The branch has not had their feet off the ground since
the New Year started. Many Councils have been
approached to do the Floral Display, but only Chatham
agreed to do one free.

In April three members will go to Ypres to visit War
Graves. We held a charity weekend at the Historic
Dockyard raising money for the Benevolent Fund. Nan
Ovenden held a coffee morning to boost the fund a bit
higher.

WRAC Luncheon was attended by three members in
October in 1997 and we hope to join them for the 1998
one. Our attendance has dropped to only 15, although
more members have joined the Branch, we would like
to see more in the future.
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The Branch will attend the Dover Patrol in June. We
have many invitations but a lack of transport.

Sittingbourne ladies no longer meet at Ann Owen’s
House. They now attend the Medway Branch. We
would like to thank Ann for the kindness she has shown

We will have a fete at a local school, raising more
money - Bring and Buy - still bringing in funds.

In September we will have a party for the formation of
the ATS Sixty Year Anniversary. We hope members will
get in touch with the secretary by August saying they
will attend at the same time paying their subscriptions.

We were sorry to say cheerio to Marjorie Huggett who
went to live in Canada to be nearer her family.

Several members attended the AGM in April.

Newcastle Branch

We continue to have our happy gatherings on the third
Thursday of each month at the Newcastle Companions
Club, Leazes Park Road, Newcastle, and we often have
in excess of 50 attending. The management and staff
are so good and we endeavour each year to make a
reasonable donation to the club’s funds, as they do not
make a charge for us holding our meetings there.
Inevitably there are now occasional absences due to
iliness or weather or transport difficulties as we cover a
fairly large area.

Christmas 1997 came early for our Branch. In
November our own small entertainments group gave us
a polished performance of tableaux, sketches, and
musical numbers. There was also a sumptuous spread
of food and a good time was had by all. We decided not
to meet in December so near to Christmas thus giving
members time to devote to their own home festivities.

Our last outing in Autumn 1997 was a bus ride to
Blenkinsop Castle Inn in Northumberland, where we
enjoyed a meal, beverages, bingo, and dancing.
Despite age, we still have a number of active types
ready to go; at the drop of hat.

The 1998 Northern Area Group Reunion is being held in
our region. We are currently co-operating with the
Group Chairman, Colonel Cook, and arrangements are
in hand for the event to be held on Saturday, 19th
September 1998 at the Park Hotel, Tynemouth, where
we should have in excess of 200 present for lunch. We
hope it will be a huge success.

Best wishes go to those of our members who are unable
to attend our meetings for whatever reason.



Horfolk and Suffolk

1997 was a good year for us with ten new membears
joining. The Branch now has 105 Anncal Members and
&1 Life Mamhlg ‘HE still continue ﬁHMI ur manthly
mestings on DL i§s0 BUATASSO L HFEEnYARS19R the
S1.Luke Cantre, Aylsham Road, Norwich al 2pm {excapt
Jan}, with a varied salection of spaakers. 1987 broughi
us a change of office with Joan Awbery refiring as
Branch Chairman after six years. Mrs Olive Brown of 36
Calthorpe RAoad, West Earlham, Morwich, became our
Chairman, and Mrs Trudy Bond of 28 Middieton
Crescant, Mew Costesssy, Norwich, tel 01603-744576
bacame our new secretary, Joan having also been in
this position for 18 months. Waell done, Joan! A few
Branch Members travelled to Blackpoal in April for the
Reunion. Having had a very nice weekand they all are
looking forward 1o tha naxt one. Cwur summer holiday
fook us fo the 100th Bomber Group Amarican mussum
near Diss, and then onto the Butterfly Farm and
Falconry at Great Ellingham. H was a nice day and
enjoyed by all who attended. MNovemnbear was a busy
manth for us, on Sth November, several mambers
tfravellad to London for the Aemembranca Service and
Parade at the Cenotaph. The day want wall except for
the haawvy showers during tha sarvica. Howewvar, the
rain stoppead in timea for the march down Whitahall. So,
having pul away our rain jackets, we marched wilh

Nogolk & Sufivdk Bronch

pride, and it was a very proud moment o0 with such a
large contingent of us alfending this year. Saveral
Eranch members affended the service in Morwich at the
war Memorial. On 11th November, we joined our
Gr.Yarmouth members for a service at the plague
situated at the Palm Court Hotel. During the service a
wreath of poppies was placed on the plague by one of
our commitiee members, Mrs Elsie Blanchflower in
Remembrance of the ATS girls who were Killed thera in
a bombing raid in 1943, Coffee and biscuils werg
sorved alterwards in the hotel lounge. Omn the 13th
Movembear, several members attended a milltary display
given by the Morwich Squadron of ATC at the TA Cantre
in  Aylsham Road, the evening ending with a

Remembrance Service. 19928, baing our G0Uh year,
arrangements have been made in King's Lynn for tha
City Council to provide for us a garden plot set with
golden flowers, also with a plague. This had to ba
achieved through the hard work of one of our King's
Lynn mambers, Mrz Elsie Plummer who would nat give
up until they said yes! Wa now hope to gat similar ideas
for Morwich. Sawveral of our members still continua 1o
kmit for Oxfam. Our lovely Kata (Kata Todd) s still
knitting her sguares for blankets, keep up the good
wiork, Kate, ‘We are now working on our next years
programme of events, and venues for outing etc, and
membership, Sa all in all, wa think the branch has a
very busy yvear ahead.

ATTH Maorfolk and Suffolk Branch

Subs for 1889 to be paid to our new Treasurar
Qlive Brown 36 Calthorpe Road

W. Earlham, Morwich, Norfolk

MRS ARM

Tel 01603 490060

Portesmouth Branch

Here is a photograph sent by Miss Bray of the Branch at
tha unvailing of the statue o Fleld Marshal Montgomery
on 4 June 1997,



Plymouth Branch

Afiter our AGM in Movember 97 wa started our year with a
thaorcughly enjoyable Christmas lunch in the newly
openad Fry'E:lgn House in December and_then started

planning for Atk (s@pressor Free Version

Al the T1th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month
Plymouth Federation of ex-services paraded their
standards In the City Cenlre, it was an impressive sight,
attended by various dignitaries, to be presenied annually

we hope,

Sadly, in February, we lost another life member Mrs Reed
former member of the WRAC, and a stalwan supporter of
our Branch,

In April, Mrs Pratt entertained us by reminding us of
'Gioing dancing in the 1840's° | hope we can saa har again
givimg ancther of her entertaining takks,

In May a large group of us, together with some ax-WHHNS,
are taking a nostalgic trip on the steam rallway to
Minehead, This is followed in June by the South West
Area Reunion, our Treasurer has been happy 1aking
bookings. 11 looks like being quite a large gathering, we
ook forward to seeing old frends, The Lord Mayor of
Plymouth will extend & welcome to all and afier lunch a
present day serving officer will give us a talk on “Service
in Angalka’,

At our July meeting we are going to hear about The Waork
of tha Air Ambutanca’ and at the end of the month aller
going ocut with the collection boxes lor the Armmy
Benavolent fund in the morning, a group of us are
invading the Citade! to attend the "Music of the Might', If
the lasl one |5 anything 10 go by we are In for a
spectacular evening.

Last summer Ruth arranged for a group of us to visit Looe
Island we 0 enjoved it we have asked her to repeat the
performance in either late August or early Septamber.

That brings us to our AGM in Movember all Branch
members are invited to attend. Al the December meeting
Wir and Mrs Palton will talk to us on "Hearing Dogs for the
Daaf’,

Piymouth Branch wishes & successful 1998 fo all our
Comrades and a happy 50th anniversary to all former
WRAC membars,

Rhyl Branch

Since owr last report, we have bean very pleased to
weloome 8 new members ta our branch,

Unfortunalely, our Secretary Joan Salisbury Jones has
had to resign due to her health. Our new Sacretary |s Mrs
Joan Lander and we wish her well, We have had & very
busy year yel again. The ladies wened out for the
Remembrance Day with 14 members on parade and 3
more mambers were at the church. We wara on parads
agaln hy join the Mormandy Veterans at their parade,
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Ryl Christman Laach

We enjoyed our Chrisimas Dinner af the Orel restaurant
where sightean members jomed in tha lestivibes (soa

photograph)

Wa are looking forward to all the activities this year with
the reunions at York, Bridiinglon and Alvaston Hall, when
we always lock forward to remewing friendships and
making lots of new friends.

Az in other years, wa are very busy organising our Social
Afternoon at the Town Hall here in Rhyl on the 18th Juna
this yaar.

Thera has bean one other major change here in Bhyl, we
have had io change cur venue for the monthly meetings
from the RAFA club, as a lof of our members were finding
it difficult climbing the stairs thersa, We hava bean vary
fucky and hawve found a new venue at Maval Club,
Wedllington, Road, Rhyl, where we met every 2nd Monday
af the month al 1pm, 20 i there are any members out
there who find themselves on holiday in Rhyl on theses
Mondays, we shall be very pleased to weicome you to our
mieating.

We continue o meet up al vanous places for a social chal
and lunch once a month. 16 of our group cefebrated S5t
David's Day concerl. On a final | note | would like 1o
mignlicn that i is our Branch 10th Anniversary this
December as near to the date as we can. | will ba
reparting on this in the next issue of the Lioness,

Aochdale Branch

Owur last report ended on the cheerful note that our sick
members were making good progress, but that was nol to
ke, two have been called 1o higher service, Dear Joan
Dagnall died in Movember, when live membaers were able
to traval to Oldkam to altend her funeral. Then our dear
friend, Joyce Lindop, who had fought S0 hard and
cheerfully to overcome her long iiness. Meary all gur
members attended her funeral, with a Guard of Honour
and the Standard, May they rest in peace.



We have all found ourselves a litlle axtra job, Le, polishing
our statuettes of the ATS girl and badge (were we all 50 slim
and zmart? O course we waral),

21zt April 1598 SaW our 15th hirt-h-_:ia'gr. which we held at the
Rochdale Magenyp @by @staed peulat rersheon
cedebration, The management and staff cerainly surpassed
themsahas with the food, which, as all present agreed, was
excellent. Qur frends from Rhyl, Liverpool, Blackpool,

Manchester, Stockpor, Wilmslow and Bury joined us and
we were honourad with the presence of the Mayor of
Aochdaie, Councillor Jane Gartside and her escort,
Councillor James Gartside.

Birthday Celehrabivns

T T LT i

Rirthday Celehralions

The Mayaor in her address recalled that she had an aunt who
wag in the WAAF 5o she was especially pleased o be
askad 1o altend cur birthday celebration and our B0th ATS
Anniversary, She was pleasad to be presented with our
stalueite (more work for her tool!) Together with a basket of
flowers,

We remamberad that it was Her Majesty's ¥2nd barthday so,
of course, we had the Roval Toast with a renderng of
Happy Birthday.

The meal was a great success, after which the cake was cut
and our friend from Manchester Branch, Elsie Dagmer, got
up 1o remmind us that owr branch and Stockport, Wilmslow
and Bury had been formed from former members of
Manchester (ke the dear octopus).

Our ging-song was entered info with the usual enthusiasm
and ‘There'll Always Ba An England’ was sung with the
same gusts as inour youlth, The Bhwl Branch lead ws in the
now familiar conga, than wea finished with Auld Lang Syne
and the National Anthem, a truly wonderful birthday
colebralion was had by all. Thanks to all our friends who
travelled o ba with us.

J Shalley

Salisbury Branch

We were delighted o weicome Brigadier Anne Field as our
guest of honour al our Christmas lunch. 36 members weang
able to atend this wvery happy occasion. (Photograph
enclosed)

Our meetings on the fourth Thursday of each monih are well
altended. Mrs Babs Milcheson came o tell us about the
WHALC Benevolent Fund Knilting Gircle - and gaingd two
maore knitters, Phiflis Richardson and Jean Robins.

Brigadier Helen Meachie was the speaker in February. She
gave us a polted history of her WRAC service and her
expernance of the first months as our national chairman,

Iin March Mr Roy Muttall gave an interesting Mustraled talk
on the history of the Fovant Badges, Many of you have
probably sean the badges cut ina the hillside at Fowvant,
The upkeep seems to be quite a task., We have been invited
12 the annual Drom Head Serice thare on July Sih,

Our Chairman Suzanme Gordon shared her slides and
memanes of her holidays in France with us all in April,

COur Chairman and Vice Chairman atiended the AGM in
Londan,

Our first Mewsbetter to branch members was launched in
March and was vary wall received thanks to the excellant
computer work of Cared Ederle. It is & good way 1o keep in
fouch wilh mambers unable to atlend our mastings. If any
other branches would like to send any confributions, coming
events, etc, do please lorward 10 cur Secretary.

Salisbury District Council Parks departmsant have agreed 1o
plant the ATS badge in marigolds. This will be on
Mewbridge roundabout, 5o keep a ook out if you are visiting
our ity

We have been saddaned this month by the death of one of
our founder members, Colonel Betty Macfie,
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Scarborough Branch

July

Thanks to our Chairman Major Mehan we had a very

Snioyable dapMCHrifpfeVedt Free ver SR

Barracks Tank

We were instructed by two NCOs of the Queens Royal
Hussars in the general workings of each tank - Centurion,
Challenger and Scimitar.

Refreshments were provided and the toilets in the QM
stores were made available to us - Photographs were taken
of Branch members both the two NCOs, plus the driver of
our mini-bus.

August
Anti-aircraft Reunion held at Imphal Garrison followed by
service at York Minster at which the new RA standard was

dedicated - This now includes the Women’s Section of the
RA.

September

NE Group Reunion - Cleethorpes. Four members attended,
lunch and entertainment very much appreciated.

October

AGM, this included a discussion on the proposed monument
being erected in memory of the Womens Armed Forces -
Election of Branch Officers still in obeyance.

November

Garden Of Remembrance Service

Planting of ASSN cross plus smaller crosses for deceased
Branch members. Seven branch members attended the
Parade on Horse Guards Parade and a service at
Westminster Abbey.

December
Christmas lunch still to be arranged.

Irene A Beal

Shipley Branch

We enjoyed interesting and enjoyable meetings in 1997,
which included tatks and slides shows and we held two fund
raising events, which enabled us to send our usual
donations to our two charities.

We also enjoyed our Christmas lunch which was prepared
and served by our Committee Members.

We have a full and varied programme planned for this year.

We now have a sad event to report, as we have lost one of
the founder members of our Shipiey Branch - Miss Evelyn
Slater - who until she became too ill to attend our meetings
was on the Committee and was Secretary from the
formation of the Branch in February 1987. We miss her at
our meetings, she had such a dry sense of humour and
always enjoyed our visit to the Reunions and the holidays
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organised by the Branch, especially the Nostalgia Week we
enjoyed at Whitby with the 2nd World War Memories theme,
and also the trip to France where we visited the War
Cemeteries on the Anniversary of ‘D’ Day. Some of our
members were able to attend the funeral service for Evelyn
and all wore our badges, which the vicar who conducted the
service remarked on, and said it was appreciated by
Evelyn’s family.

Now we look forward to 1998 to enjoy our meetings and look
forward to the planned National and Area Reunions, to meet
and talk and socialise with members of other Branches from
around the country.

Shropshire Branch

Our meetings now take place at the ‘Haywood Lonsdale
Court’” Community Cenire, Wellington, on the 1st
Wednesday of the month, from 2-4pm.

We hope to have an occasional evening outing, to include
Members who cannot attend the afternoon meetings.

We have sadly lost two more Members, Daisy Parsons (née
Harries) in October, and Brenda Cookson in January. We
attended their funerals with our standard.

Brenda served in the ATS/WRAC (TA), rising to rank of
Administrative Warrant Officer, serving for 16yrs. Donations
of £25 each, were sent to the Benevolent Fund, in respect
of Daisy and Brenda.

Two items were omitted from the last report. Scrumptious
parties were given for Nancy Meredith’s 80th birthday, and
Nancy Tipton’s Golden Wedding Anniversary.

On Remembrance day we attended the Garrison Church
Service, afterwards marching in the Parade and we then
replenished ourselves with a very nice lunch at the Swan
Hotel, Wellington. On the 11th, Lucy Bowyer smartly
paraded our standard again, with some members of our
local Royal British Legion, at the Charlton School Service.
They later observed the 2 minutes silence in Wellington
Square. Previously in November, Lucy and husband
Charles were on duty in Tesco’s selling Poppies.

In December, we thoroughly enjoyed the splendour and
music of the Birmingham Tattoo, in conjunction with our
local British Legion, organised by Lucy, who paraded our
standard there.

Nancy Tipton has found another lfong lost ATS friend,
Barbara Stockdale (nee Atkinson) in Keswick, Canada,
through the Canadian Legion Magazine. They were
together at Catterick, 1946 and Barbara was also in
WRAC/TA.

We still have our Attic Sales, some more profitable than
others. Joan Purcell who kindly writes our Newsletter for us,
sends it out to Members who unfortunately cannot attend
any meetings at all.

Once again in January, we catered for Dawley Senior
Citizens Christmas Party, which included bingo, a sing
song, monologues, raffle, etc, ending with sherry and mince
pies. Everyone was delighted and asked us to do it again
next year, and do we ‘Do’ Weddings?!



It was our tum to enjoy an excallant night out in January,
having our Annual Dinner at the Wroxeter Hofel, and
despite the fact we are silling on the stairs in the photo, we
dedinitely were not ready for Dedf|

A warm welcoPP € otpirdssondireesMVessiorns at
our meeting, Elsie Teece, Eunice Clark, and Amy Freeman,
alzo, hoping o join us soon, 15 Jean Bumett Mottershead,
whom we recruited from anoiher party, during the evaning
of aur dinner!

Shrapehire Branck ol Wronster Hotel

In April we had a quiz, causing muech fun and laughter,
which was won by Mancy Tiplorn. . On tha 18th somea of us
journeyed o tha Victory Club for the AGM.

May 22nd was e Annual Dawley Day event, whare we had
our Tamboka stall, which was a great suceass. Wae did somea
Racruifing &t tha same tima, resulling in ane new maembar.

We hope 1o visit Chelsea Hospital on Founders Day in June.

For the &0th Anniversary of the ATS in Sapl, wea are toding
o organise something special. Our AGK will now be held
in September, 1o keap in bne with Annual Subs, atc,

We are Iooking forwand 1o the Reunion al Wolserharmpbor: in
Seplermbar, with greal anticipaton,

Onoe again, we wish o thank all our members o
supparting us, and take this opporienily to Invite any other
Branch Membsars, who may by visiting our Area, 1o pop in
and see us, You will be most welcome at our Meelings,

Somerset Branch

The fast year for Somerset Branch has bean fairly quist
bt wa have managed to increase our mambarship wilh
four new members. A big welcome to each. Cur Annual
lunch was held last March at a local hostalry.  In
additicn to our usual members we invited other ladies
from our sister branches ol the area group, and what a
pleasure to meet them. In total fifty sat down 10 an
axcellent meal, In July we are planning another
barbecue at the home of our Chairman, last year was so
good thal it is worlh repaaling. Three members
attended the AGM In London and what a delight to
witness Dorean  Hill receive her Cartificate of
Appreciation, Well done Doreen you certainly deserve
i1,

Southampton Branch

Anothar six manths ol
meetings.

well-attended and enjoyable

Iin Septembar 1987 four of our members went to the
Imperial War Museum 0 see the exhibliion of ‘Forties
Fashion and New Look’ which was so enjoyabla that the
members would have liked to revisit - had this been
passible,

During sarly Dacember 10 ladies travelled o the lsle of
Wight 10 join that Branch for their Christmas Lunch, as
ahways mosi enjoyable.

Also in December we held our own Christmas Party
which included various games and quiz brain teasers,
as well as a compeafition for flower arrangemeants which
produced many strking entries - making the judge’s
task rather difficuli.

As wsual in April we hald our annueal dinner at tha

'Wing's Courl Restaurant' in Chandler's Ford, anclher
gxcallant maal.

Three members went to the AGM in London in April.
Unfortunately our Secretary, Doreen Pledge, was In
hospital undergoing an operation, and Mrs Sheila
Clement aftended on our benall. We are pleased 1o say
that Doreen has come through the operation well and is
makimg good progress, even though It has to ba (of
necessity) slow.

Wa have again this winter experimenied with a lunch
time meeting instead of evening, and this has proved
popular with meambars.

We would like to mention again our forthcoming S0th
Anniversary lunch on the 191h September. We are
hoping to make this a very special occasion and would
welcome any visilors who would like to join us,
Brigadiar Fiald has accepted an invitation to attend,

Sadie Nias
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Statford Branch

This report covers a year's activities,

We confinue et on the 2nd Thursday of the, month,
at Trinity Crub DB SO $9 B S0 Ve SiThave
a good attendance. Since the last Lioness report we have
gained four new members and one has rejoinad - Mrs
Erenda Peck née Bird, The new members are Mrs Pat
Pocock née Bird, Mrs Dorothy Archar néa Ward, Mrs
Gladys Davies née Jones and Mrs D M Shaw née Key.
This brings our mambearship up to 50.

In August we decided 1o go oul 1o lunch 1o a very old hall,
just outside Stafford, known as Weston Hall which is now
a restaurant, During the war Ingestra Park, the ground of
the Ear of Shrewsbury’s home and just a short distance
from Weston Hall, was 27 Vehicle Reserve Dapol and
Weston Hall itself was the Headguarters of 27 VRD, Two
of our Branch members sarved with 27 VRD 50 they were
thritled to see the Hall in it's present state and nol a
Misgen hut in sightl 13 there anyone reading this who also
sarvad in this unit? We enjoyed our lunch so much wa
went there again for our Christmas lunch and we repoinad
by our Presidant and 3 out of town members - 2 of which
we had not mat before,

Seven of us attended the Wales and West Reunton in
Coventry and reprasentatives attended the Church
Senvices on Ballle of Britain Sunday and Remeambrance
Sunday. In April we had lunch at a restaurant in
Penkridge, just oulside of Stafford, to mark the 33rd year
of Stafford Branch's axistenca.

Three members altended tha AGM, London in April and
enjoved mesting up with old friends,

By now you have all heard about the WRAC Luncheon
Club and Ann Deakin is fo be congratulatad on her
achievement, Last April it was just an ldea which took off
in a big way when we were in Blackpool and, Thanks o
Ann‘s hard work and long hours on the computer, it is now
a thibving Club.

Mrs Daphne Jarvis TD
Secretary
Statlord Branch

Swansea Branch

Here we are again and still going strang, We continue o
mest at the Swansea Gulldhall the first Wednesday
aftarnoon in 2ach month. Our Christmas Lunch was hald
at the Oxwich Bay Hotel, facing the baautiful bay of
Crewich on the Gower Coast.

We all enjoyed a lovely lunch, and a sing a long of
wartime songs with a group of senlor citizens in another
oarty.
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Spaneea Branch Leack

Cur January meeling was cancelled owing o bad
weather.

In February four members attended the Hereford meeting,
and threg membars were al the Cardiff mealing in March,
Also in March we calabrated our Patron Saint 5§ Dawid,
with home made welsh cakes and wine. Unforiunalely the
Mayor could not attend this year.

We enjoyed our meetings and often have a quiz sal by
one of our memoers, We are also looking af ideas to help
Cardiff Branch in the year 2000 and our own venue for the
months ahead, Two members attended the AGM in
London on April 18th. The Branch wish o express their
thanks and good wishes io the people concermed in
publishing the Lioness, which we all enjoy very much.

Weymouth and Portland Branch

Cur report starts wherne the last one |n the 1997 2nd issua
ol the 'Lioness’ left off - with the VYetarans Festival Week
in Weymouth (14th-215t Juna) - when webhve of us ook
part in the Service at the War Memorial followed by the
march-past along the full length of the Esplanade to the
Pavilion, There was quite a long time o stand before the
march began, and everyone had aching legs and feet by
tha end. Howsawvear, the gresatings and applause from the
croweds lining the route made it all worthwhile, A few days
later wa manned a charily stall on the Esplanade ir aid of
the ATS and WRAC Benevolent Funds. In spite of heavy
rain and high winds we managed o keep hold of all the
sale tems; and were delighted with the result - E129]

Two days later we assisted at a Military Tattoo at
Shaerborne Caste which was organised by the Army
Benevolent Fund, Once again, the wind blew and the rain
fell i gusty showars, and our job as tickel sallars at the
gate left us cold and wet, Unfortunately, the weather
sgarmead (o keap peopla away - a pily for tha ABF, for there
were many interesfing events arranged

In Movember, one of our members, Sylvia Prior, gave us
an interesting talk aboul her collection of musical boxes.
They were guite fascinating and most unusual - thank
yird, Sylvia.



Last September we were saddenad o leam thal one of
our members had sullered a stroke. She has made fair
progress since, but i3 now in a Residential home in
Dorchester and unabde o gat to mestings. We hope to be
abta to visit her from time to time,
PDF Compressor Free Version

In March 1928 we held our Annual Luncheon atl which we
were pleased 1o welcome Brigadier Meechie and Lt Col
Trout as our guesis. Also, they will both be present af a
coffee moming we are holding in April at which Brigadier
Meachie will present Rose Slanbridge (our former
secrelary for over 20 years) with a 'Cerificate of
Appreciation’. We are all 50 pleased her service o the
Branch |3 being acknowledge. Well done, Rose and
tharnk you.

Mizs Stontridge is Appreciafed
Flato couriesy of Darset Evening oo

We have recently welcomed 4 new members; three of
whom live some way out of Weymouth along the coast.
Due to the sparsity of local public ransport it is feared
they will Tind it difficult to attend owr mestings, which are
held fortnightly at the BNA Club in Weymouth betwean
Tpm and 3pm on a Tuesday, when we have & regular
attendance and quite lively sessions,

Again this vear, we look forward o the Velerans festival
from 14th-20th June, the Parade on the 14th: and hippe
for better weather for our Benevalent Fund stall on tha
Esplanade on 18th Junsa.

Wilmslow Branch

Since our last report we have made & great starl 1o 1998,
We vigited the Rochdale Branch for their celebration party
in &pril, We were made very welcome and 1he food was
excelient

In June we will be visiting the Rhyl Branch for their party.

Im July the Wilmslow Branch will have our very first party
ginge the Branch convened in 1993, We are looking
forward to this and hope many of the Morth West
Branches will come along.

Our mambers are praparing for summer hofidays. The
Edinburgh Talioo, Pars, America, Jamaica, cruises fo
exotic places and of course, to our own seaside resarts,

We are sl recruiling new members and our membars
living abroad are in fouch with us.

We are making plans for our usual trip to London for the
Remembrance Parade. We are planning to visit a show
this year instead of our usual tea at the Rz or Dorohaster
and Savay.

Wae look forward 1o mesting friends from our ATS days.
Since our last report some of our members have received
letters from former ATS girls and | am sure there were
reminiscences of past expenences. Those dayvs we will
never forget, they were some sad. some happy.

We made the best of them and smiling whatever the
experience. We knew there had o be a new beginning lor
all of us.

Wincanton Branch

Qur monthly meetings have been well attended,
especlally as some members have quite a distance to
fraveal.

In the past vear we have held our annual colles morming
on a cold wel day that kepl the public away, but was well
supparted by our members,

During the Wincanton festival week we had a Tombola
stall in the street markel, again on the coldest day in June.

in July, we celebrated the Branch Birthday with a lunch at
d local hotel, and for once the weather was perfect and we
enjoved & social hour over colfes in the garden.

An ouling to Ofery St Mary and Bicton Gardens in
Saptember was enjoyed by members and friends and the
weather was kind.,

Wincurton Braneh drthday funck
e Oy, Mergarer Nishit, Maily Clay, Dol Stenars,
slpas Faliaean
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At Christmas we had a party in the hall where we have our
monthly meetings.

Each member brought a selection of party food and a
wrapped gift, and we were welcomed with a glass of
bucks fizz. HSIdNiNg e paess aand’ veavMor siiag we
were about to start the party games when it was
announced it was snowing.

As some members had a distance to travel they decided
to leave, which brought things to a sudden halt. A pity, as
the snow did not last. We have started this year with a
very good programme and have already had some
excellent speakers.

One of our founder members, Eileen Spearpoint, has
recently moved from this district, we shall miss her, and
wish her well.

Mrs A Burke

Wimbledon Branch

We have an average of twenty five members attending
our branch meetings and in November held a Bring and
Buy sale which raised £85.60, a very magnificent effort.

We were joined by Major Eileen Carter at our
Christmas party in December. The table was laid with
festive food and members were able to enjoy a glass of
wine paid for by our Vice Chairman Beryl Douglas who
was unable to be present as she had surgery on her
toes. Two other members were undergoing treatment
at the Royal Marsden Hospital and cards were sent to
them to show they were not forgotten.

There is no meeting in January and in February we
heard a talk and were shown slides by RENUE
(Renewal of Urban Environment) who are working on
schemes to harness the power of our local river the
Wandle (a tributary of the Thames) to provide light for
a small museum through a water mill and other
ventures. At our March meeting we learnt of the
sudden death of our Vice Chairman, Mrs Beryl
Douglas. We observed a moment of silence and our
previous chairman, Mrs Margery Hindley, gave a short
appreciation.

We were then put through our paces by our Treasurer,
Miss Betty Syrett, and took part in a series of exercises
which can be done sitting down!! These went down
well and it was suggested we should have a short
session at each meeting. After exercising our bodies
we stirred our grey matter with a quiz on collective
names of animals, birds etc.

On the Monday following our meeting we were
represented at the service of Thanksgiving for the life
of Beryl Douglas.

Bessie Wright
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Wolverhampton Branch

We started off 1998 with a change of venue, we now meet
at Darlington Street Methodist Centre, School Street,
Wolverhampton. The reason for the change was the
stairs we had to climb at the old meeting place and we are
now on one level. With us all getting older and some
disabled we were losing members. We are very happy
where we are and we still meet every 4th Wednesday in
the month from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.

The first few months of the year are very undecided
weatherwise so we are inclined to entertain ourselves.
The Secretary gave us her past experiences before the
war when she worked for Norman Hartnell, the Queen’s
Dressmaker, and one of our members gave an account of
a wedding she attended in Germany.

We are busy now preparing for our Area Reunion on 12th
September which is being hosted by ourselves in
Wolverhampton. Tickets and information available from
Miss Mary Davies, 4 Carol Crescent, Wednesfield,
Wolverhampton. Wolverhampton Council have kindly
agreed to plant a badge of flowers in commemoration of
60 years of formation of the Auxiliary Territorial Service
(ATS) in West Park, Wolverhampton which we will be
visiting possibly in June. Our outing this year is to Hatton
Country World, Warwick on 20th May. Unfortunately we
have lost another 2 members, Beryl Rogers died on
Christmas Eve and Trudie Muffatt died in March. They
will both be sadly missed.

On a lighter side we were very pleased tc see our
chairman, Pat Hill, receive a Certificate of Appreciation for
her work for the Branch.

QM Partridge

14 Westbeech Road
Pattingham
Wolverhampton
WV6 7AQ

Snowdon House, 46 River Street,
Rhyl, LL18 1PT
Telephone: 01745 331786

W/454215 Sue De Barr (Mrs Roberts) runs the
above licensed Guest House.
She is offering registered Two Crowns
Tourist Board accommodation with full
or half board. Snowden House is
three minutes from the sea, shops and
amusements. Ex WRAC who book
accommodation will receive a discount.

Anne Deakin




Weddings

50th Wedding Anniversary

BINNS - BELLPR R zompieasor: FueeaVausion, s

Church Mewcastle-on-Tyne. Aircraftman John Binns to Pre

Peggy Bell & Coy, ATS Aldershal,

Prasant Addrass:

22 Denbeigh Place, Banton, Newcasilla-on-Tyna. They mal
up after John retumed after 3 1/2y1s as a Japanese POW,
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fohn Hines RAF Pegey Bell ATS

A Mo |
Mr and Mrs Jdobin Binne

SMITH - STEED on 14th February 1948 at Holy Trinity
Church, Roshampton, London, SW15 Flying Officer
Geoffrey Smith (RAF) to Subaltern Iris Steed (ATS).

A surprise guard of honour was formed by colleagues
from Iris's wunit al the ATS Training Centre, Queen's
Camp, Guildiord, Surrey, one of whom, Eileen Molan,
second on the lefl, subsequently became director of the
WRAL,

A celebration family dinner party was beld on The Day'
and a few days later Mr and Mrs Smith flew 1o Barbados
t board PEOD ship Victoria' for & two week Caribbean
cruisg. The Smiths have two daughters and Iwo
grandsons.

Irig iz currenily President of the Wimbledon Branch of the
WRAL Associafion.

The Emitha
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HANDS - FITZGERALD on 3rd April 1248 at 51 Marys AC
Church, Hexham, Morhumberland, Pte Gearge Hands 7ih
Batll, Parachule Reg, to Marjora (Tony) Fizgerald Auxifiany
Territorial Service Daorset and District Headguariars Bullard
Camg

PDF Compressor Free Version
Prazent Address:
6 Houndsfield Grove
Whythall
West Mids
B4T 6LR
Tel Mo 01564 6994

Wecled

Meone o ane SOEk Anaiseraary

KEMDRICK - HATTER

Eeity and Les Kendrick seen here af their Wedding in
Decambear 1245 and then again celebrating heir S0t
Anniversary,

The Kerdecks 1995

The Kerdreicks T35

CAMPBELL

Tom and Hilda Campbell marriage June 21st 1952,
Blow at 14085 T2nd Ave, Canada VAW 2P7

Wedding Day 29 June 1953




BALLANCE - SHARLES on 5th December 1947 ab 51
James Church, Spanish Place, London W1, Captain Dareck
WT Ballance RSigs to Jor Commd. Eileen M3 Sharles
ATS, now celebrating 50 vears,

The Balleweces 047

DAVIES-JENKINS - WILSOM on 14th Aprit 1973 at Bishop
Gundulph Church, Chattendan, Major Michael Davies-

Jenkins, Royal Welch Fusiliers, to Captain Sus Wilson
WRAC.

Presenl Address: 13 Park Lane, Groes Fasn, Pontyciun,
RAnondda Cynon Tafl. CF72 8FB.

The Davies-Jenkins loday, picturad at their Silver wedding
party al the 3rd (Cadet) Battalion, The Royal Ragiment of
Wales (Glamorgan Counties) where Sue is serving as an
ACF CHficer,

The cake was made by W/Cpl Jenniter Radford (nee
Lawrence) RALC and formery WHAC, who is currently
sarving with 1AWF, Michael's old battalion,

Meyor Michoe! Davies-lerking amd Captain Sue Wilson
Cudting the Wedding Cake

The Davies-Jenking Culting their Bilver Wedding DCake

Wedding Announcement

| recently recaned an open invitation for e WRAC Luncheon/
Dwner Club to ahend the Weddng of ex WWESESTI LCpl
BavKesmit Bollon and Edward Permy at 10.30am on Saturday Srd
Oclober 1998 at Accrington Regisler Office, Willow Streat,
Accrington, Lancashina, , O ko this very special
occasion, Bev will be unabile to atland the WRAC Dinner which is
being hedd on the same day. 1 am sue everyone will join with me
In wishing Bewv and Edward every happiness for their special day.,

A Deakin,
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Ruby Wedding

MITCHELL - WILLIAMSOMN on 15t February 1958 al St
George's Garrison Church, Tanglin, Singapore, Major Brian
Mitchell RASC 1o Caplain Audrey DS Williamson WRAC.

Prasant Aﬂm iﬂ‘p‘-& WEE.
Ernﬂru.ryn Bay, LL28 41€u° ¥or e

Hill Worihington ond Vera Boxendale 7947

Wales 1508

WORTHINGTOMN - BAXENDALE on Dwcember 131k 1947
at 5t Peters Church, Famwaorth, Lancashire.  Bill
Worlhingion, Royal Mavy, (Burma Star Veleran) to Vera
Baxendale Royal Army Pay Corps, ATS, prasent address:
T Doe Hey Grove

Farnwarth

Greater Manchasier

They received a cerificate of congratlaton from the
Cueen and Princa Philip.

Thee Wontkinpions 1908

176



Obituary

Colonel Vera Kathleen Stead OBE TD DL JP
PDF Compressor Free Version
Vera Siead died al the agde of 92 in Harrogate an 27th
Fobruary 1988. She was the last remaining child of
Charles. Frederick Sitead who owned the Sheepscar
Tannary in Leeds and she was a member of the Board of
Diractors uniil her death,

An excellent horsewoman who siill rode in her seventies.
She had a lifelong passion for the countryside and shared
several successful steeplechasers with her brothar Phillip.
She was actively invalved with Riding for the Disabled

In 1947 Miss Stead was appointed & magistrate and
sarved on the Leeds bench until her sevenlieth birthday.
In 1971 she bacame tha first Deputy Lieutenant for the
Wesl Ridimg,

Miss Stead joined the ATS in 1938 and beld various
appointments, She commanded the 305 East and West
Riding Battalion until her retirement in 1953, Sha was a
mermber of the ATS & WRAC Bonevolent fund Commities
untll 1957 and a member of Councll untl her death, s
1992 she was made a Lile Vice President of the Coungll
of the Associalion.

firigacior Shirley Neeld - an the Teft presenss Codone! Yera Stend
with o paper kil il B Associiion crest

Colonel Betty Macfie TD

Colonel Betty Mactie died on Tuesday May 5th 1988 in
e "Winton' Mursing Home, Nether Wallop, age 95.
Colonel Mackhie joined the FANY which was incorporatesd
into the ATS in 1938, eventually becoming the WRAC in
1849, She zerved mainly in Scotland and London
becoming Depuly Director of the WRAC at the War office,
she also served on the Management Commities of the
ATS Benevolent Fund. While serving al Southarn
Command Colonel Maclie with Barbara Taunton started
the Salisbury Branch of the WRAC Association, serving
as Chalrman, Several mambers of the Branch attended a
Memorial service of Thanksgiving for her in 51 Andrews
church, Nether Wallop, on Thursday May 14th 1998,

I was during her service at Southem Command she
brought "‘Cob Coltage” at Nether Wallop, retiring there in
1955, to carry out her many aclivities, cne of which was
the pond club for the village children where they rowed
the boafs and helped feed the many dicks, geese and
peacocks - not forgelling Larry the lamb. She was also
vary aclive with the Wl and entertained hier old comrades
as she called us flying a WRAC tea towel from the flag

pake.

Colonel Macfie was an expert at decorating, bricklaying,
plumbing and all household repairs, having attended an
Ay course at Aldershot.

Among her many hobbies she used to make dolls houses
and furnifure. She had been a keen ice hockey player,
also a champion skiar,

Colonel Mactie had been in the nursing home for several
vears and was visited regular by membars. She will be
remembered with affection for her dedication and loyval
support to the Salisbury Branch in parlicular and the
Coips In general.
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ABBOTT Miss B of Babbacombe Devon on 1 January 1998
ATS/WRAC

ALEXANDER Mrs Mary (née Ellingham) of London Ontario
in early 1998. ATS

PDF Compressor Free Version
ANDREWS Mrs Pam (née Markham) of Colchester on 16

March 1998 ATS

ARGENT Miss Rowena Louise of Westbury on 13 January
1998 ATS

BAKER Mrs Kathleen Peggy (née Bush) of Christchurch
Dorset on 3 April 1998. ATS

BOHAN Mrs Frances (née Brannen) of Aberdeen in
November 1997 ATS

BONE Phillis Mary (née Collett) of Bognor Regis during
1997 ATS

BROOKES Gladys of Yorkshire in 1997 ATS

BROUGHTON Mrs N M (née Cubitt) of Norwich on 8
January 1998 ATS

BROWN Mrs Doris Edith (née Wells) of Frome in
September 1997 ATS

CONRAD Jnr Comdr Ines Helen of Rustington in 1997 ATS

COOKSON Mrs Brenda of Shrewsbury on 24 January 1998
ATS

COX Mrs Enid (née Mallard) of Cromer on 30 December
1997 ATS

CRIST Mrs Hilary of Albertville USA on 6 December 1997
ATS

CUDLIPP Miss Sarah May of Blackpool in November 1997
ATS

CUTLER Mrs Annie Elizabeth of Burnham Bucks in April
1996 aged 103yrs QMAAC

DAGNALL Mrs Joan (née Cavanagh) of Oldham on 4
November 1997 ATS

DOUGLAS Mrs Beryl {née Mackinnon) of Surbiton on 8
March 1998 WRAC

EADIE Miss Masie of Johnstone Renfrewshire in February
1998 ATS

EDWARDS Mrs Evelyn Jean (née Booth) of Kirkaldy on 1
November 1997 ATS

FLANAGAN Mrs Martha (née Donaldson) of Glasgow on
24 October 1997 ATS

FORSYTH Mrs Margaret (née Muir) of Hamilion on 16
March 1998 ATS

GREEN Mrs Gwendoline Jessie (née Jones) of Hendon
early in 1998 ATS

GRIERSON Col Jane Geddes of Gullane East Lothian on
28 November 1997 ATS/WRAC
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HAGAN Jnr Cmdr Isobel Georgina of Totland Isle of Wight
on 5 February 1998 ATS/WRAC

HARDY Miss Joan of Freshwater Isle of Wight on 2 March
1998 ATS

HARPER Miss Doreen Mary of Birmingham on 3 March
1998 ATS

HARRISON Maj Pam (née Sandbach) of Newbury on 10
December 1997 WRAC

HARWOOD Mrs Freda (née Catherall-Howard) of Spalding
on 25 December 1997 ATS

HENDERSON Mrs Winifred (née Fairley) of Edinburgh on
15 March 1997 ATS/WRAC

HUCKLE Mrs Phyllis Rosina (née Chaman) of Worchester
Park in December 1997 ATS -

HUGHES MORGAN
Kent in 1997 WRAC

(née Lindsey) Lady Isabel Jean of
KIRKPATRICK Mrs Geraldine of Edinburgh on 19 January
1998 ATS

MACFIE Col Elizabeth TD of Nether Wallop on 7 May 1998
ATS/WRAC

MARTIN Mrs Catherine (née Skinner) of Gloucester on 12
April 1997 ATS

MASON Miss Elsie Irene of Wimbledon on 22 November
1997 ATS

MCCABE Mrs Gertrude Elizabeth (née Jackson) of
Birmingham on 19 December 1997 ATS

MCQUAKER Miss Christine of Ayr in March 1998 ATS

MENDHAM Mrs G H (née Jelinkova) of London on 25
October 1997 ATS

MILLER Mrs May Jessie (née Sutton) of London on 9
March 1998 ATS

NICHOLS Mrs Ruby Ann (née Larkins) of Great Yarmouth
on 10 April 1998 ATS

OPPICI Mrs Audrey (née Metcalfe) of Lough in January
1998 ATS

PARSONS Mrs Daisy (née Harris) of Telford on 20 October
1997 ATS

PERRY Mrs Joan (nee Thake) of Telford in November 1997
ATS

POLHILL Mrs Kath (née Hill) of Battle on 27 October 1997
ATS

RAYMENT Mrs Mabel Violet of Exmouth during 1997 ATS

REED Mrs Sheila (née Aitken) of Plymouth February 1998
ATS

REEMAN Mrs Crystal (née Syrett) of Suffolk on 13
December 1997 ATS



ROBERTSON Miss Edith Mary of Meigle Perthshire in April
1997 ATS

RODWAY Major Joan Eleanor of Whitstable on 7 February

1998 WRAC
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ROGERS Mrs B (née Wall) of Darlaston on 24 December
1997 WRAC

SAUNDERS Mrs Sylvia Maria (née Farrant) of Merthyr
Tydfil on 18 November 1997 ATS

SEAGER Miss Irene Winifred of Wallington on 30 January
1998 ATS

‘SLATER Miss Evelyn of Shipley on 2 November 1997 ATS
STYLES Miss Cecilia Anne of Bridport on May 1998 ATS

SMITH Mrs Brenda (née Mangham) of Grimsby in January
1998 WRAC

STEAD Col Vera Kathleen OBE TD DL JP of Harrogate on
27 February 1998 ATS/WRAC

TILBURY Mrs C E (née Grocock) of York on 6 January
1998 ATS

WARD Miss M O of Northampton in 1997 ATS/WRAC

WELLS Miss Marjery Ellen of Norwich on 15 February
1998 ATS

WENTWORTH-REEVE Mrs Margaret Marjorie CBE TD
(née Wagstaff) of Hindhead on 31 January 1998 ATS

WING Mrs M J (née Sutton) of Westgate-on-Sea in
February 1998 ATS

WOOLRIDGE Mrs Rosemary (née Street) of Isle of Wight
on 19 February 1998 ATS

WRIGHT Mrs Nada (née Middleditch) of Croxteth in 1998
ATS

SILVER PLATED ATS
BADGES

ASSOCIATION HQ now holds a stock of the silver
plated replicas of the ATS badge which was issued
to volunteers in 1938-39 before uniforms were
available. The cost is £2.75 each including packing
and postage.

Branches may order in bulk and a 5% discount is
allowed for orders over 10 badges.

(The stock of those badges offered by London
Branch in the last Lioness has been exhausted.)

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

To the General Secretary
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
AGC Centre,

Worthy Down,

Winchester,

Hampshire S021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a

Life (£30) member and enclose £.....................
Annual (£5)
Date.....cccoeeeeiiieieaeeienn, Signature ...

Subscriptions include “LIONESS”
(Please complete in Block Letters)

SUMAME e, Miss/Mrs/Ms .........
Christian Names........ccoooiviiiiiiiiiee e,

Address for Correspondence ...........ccceevveeeeeeeiiceeennn.

Telephone ..o

Units during SErviCe .......ccccovveiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e

Surname When Serving ......ccceveoiiueeeeeeeeeeeeceeee e

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number...............

(Please strike out whichever is not applicable)

Last Rank held (Present Rank if still serving)............
Date of Enrolment ................ Date of Release............
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