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ENTRIES FOR LIONESS

Entries for Lioness are welcome but the following
points should be noted when submitting items:

1. Entries should be typed whenever possible

2. Branch Notes, Obituaries, Golden Weddings etc
should copy the format from earlier Lioness editions
as far as possible. (This saves re-editing)

3. Put captions to photographs (remember the 5 ‘W’s
Who, What, Where, When and Why). Indicate the
position of people in the photograph eg, Left to Right,
Seated/Standing, position in row from right or left
looking at the picture or in relation to another
recognizable person.

4. Include maiden names or names at the time of the
event as that is how you will be remembered.

5. Please enclose self-addressed envelopes for return
of photographs.

EDITORIAL

By the time you read this, the Blackpool Reunion and Corps
Day 1997 will have taken place. All the hard work by Mrs
Rosemary Perry and Mrs Lois Gilbert was not in vain,
since the vast majority of ladies thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Even the bomb scares of the IRA did not
deter our members from venturing to Blackpool. The
centre pages are devoted to the Reunion.

Corps Day 1997, although not as warm as last year, still
continues to be an ideal venue to meet up with oid friends
in military surroundings. We hope to have a report and
pictures in the next issue.

The Council of the Association, on your behalf, entertained
to lunch, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother
at the Army and Navy Club London. As ever, our Patron
was interested to hear news of the Association.

Our Vice President and Chairman, Brigadier Anne Field,
will be retiring from Council in November. She has been a
tireless Chairman for 12 years. We thank her for her
unfailing support and wisdom.

There are several reunions taking place in the autumn
throughout the country. | look forward to hearing, and
Seeing the photographs (stamped addressed envelopes
for their return) for printing in the next LIONESS.

BURMA STAR ASSOCIATION
FAR EAST EXHIBITION
AT DUXFORD

If any Ex-ATS who served in the Far East wish
to contribute to the cost of this Exhibition, to
which the National Fund is contributing, they

should get in touch with:

Mr E J Cooper
Far East Exhibition Appeal Fund
Little Foxes
Hay Green
Therfield
Herts SG8 9QJ
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THE ARMY
TAUGHT
YOU NEVER
T0 GIVE UP,
SO DONT

So there you are in civwy street. Completely at a loose end, But..why?...The
Army's what you're good-at. What aboot joining the TA? [t's part af the British
Army 50 you'll stifl be a soldier

There are two options open to you, First, you can join one of the Territorial Army
Indepandent Units based in the TAVRA region in which you have decided to
seftle. An ideal route for those who wish ta serve locally, Which Unit you join will
depend on those available in the area you live in. Second, if you are leaving a
Corps, you could retain your capbadge and become a member of either an
Independent Unit as above, ar a 14 Specialist Unit, In either, yau can mamtain
and extend the special skills that you have leamed,

The minimum commitmant as a member of the Independeant TH 15 B weekends,

a two-week Summer Camp and some weekday evenings. As a Specialist we ask
only 13 days traiming and £ weekends, in return, you will earn Army rates of pay
and an annual tax-free bonus

Amanay, | can't imagine yvou ina suit and tie all of the time. Go onl Phone or write
Ve need you

y 7.

TE'.EHI'I‘GRI.HL ARRMY

BE THE BEST

Phone 0345 300111, or write to The Terrtorial Army, Freepost 4335 | Ref; 91000, Bristol BS1 37




Remembrance

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Proformas whlIBE Campsesserdinae Versign for
members and standard bearers wishing to attend the
above parade.

Extract from the Royal British Legion letter about
Remembrance Sunday.

Marshalling on Horse Guards Parade

There have been a number of complaints about the
organisation of the Parade and of the inaccurate coverage
by the BBC. It is our intention to meet the wishes of all
Associations that their members should march together.
We will therefore plan an Order of March for Associations
within each column and allocate a space for each. The
BBC in turn will be acquainted of that Order of March and
thus be better able to identify particular associations or
groups. They can also be guided by the wreaths carried
by members on the front left of the column as they pass
the Cenotaph. In order to bring about the improvements
which have been requested by many of you | would be
grateful for your assistance as follows:

The appointment of one member from all associations
with more than half a dozen on parade who can act
as co-ordinator. His/her tasks are:

- To report to Horse Guards Parade at 0900
hours.

- Collect a marker board and stand in the
space provided for his association under
the direction of the Parade Marshals.

- Return the marker prior to moving off.

Please may | take this opportunity through the
Lioness of thanking members for their cards, phone
calls and messages of Get Well.

I am now discharged from hospital after treatment
for cancer. The support from members has been
overwhelming. Thank you all.

I am now on the way to recovery.

Chris Cowley

—

'‘NAAFIIN
PARTNERSHIP’

Reports of the demise of Naafi are
unfounded. Instead people will see a new
Naafi, a professional and dynamic
organisation offering choice, efficiency and
value for money. To achieve this Naafi is
working in partnership with leaders in

particular business areas, using their
expertise to help provide an unbeatable
service.

In March Spar was awarded the contract to
convert Naafi's 200 UK shops into a world
class operation. Newly refurbished shops,
with longer opening hours, will have a more
extensive range of stock, focused on what the
customer wants.

Naafi, not merely content with modernising
its clubs, is going into the fast food business.

- order catalogue and a new financial services

In conjunction with Eurest, part of the
Compass Group, trial partnerships are being
conducted to introduce a number of leading
branded foods to clubs, for example Mama
Mia Pizzas and Not Just So Donuts.

Other initiatives from Naafi include the
creation of Naafi Select, Naafi's new mail

company, Warrior Group. Naafi Select offers
non food goods to Service personnel
worldwide at high street prices while
Warrior Group will offer all of those services
currently available through Naafi Financial
Services as well as many new products.

The Armed Forces can be assured that Naafi
will continue to service as it has done since
1921. There is a positive future for Naafi and
most importantly, its increased profits are
returned to the Service’s welfare funds.

Naafinews
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Officers’ Lunch

OFFICERS BRANCH LUNCHEON

The annual mosdilo GOPISASSRIBIESS Vehsigkac

Association will take place in the Officers’ Mess of the AG
Corps Centre at Worthy Down nr Winchester on Saturday
13 September 1997.

The Meeting will assemble mid-morning for coffee. This will
be followed by a briefing on matters of interest and an
opportunity to ask questions.

Pre-lunch drinks will consist of an initial drink included in the
overall price. After that a cash bar will be operated.

Lunch will be in the Dining Room of the Officers’ Mess.
Wine will be served with the meal.

Inclusive price for morning coffee, pre lunch drink, lunch
with wine will be £15.00.

Please send your cheque for £15.00 made out to WRAC
Association with the application form below and an sae for

return of your ticket.

Please apply no later than Monday 1st September 1997.

CLOSING DATE MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 1997
TO: WRAC Association HQ,

Block 10, AGC Centre,
Worthy Down, Hants SO21 2RG

| wish to attend the Officers Lunch on Saturday 13
September.

My car details are:

| enclose a cheque for £15.00 for the lunch.

| enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope for my receipt
and ticket.

CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO
WRAC ASSOCIATION PLEASE

WRAC OFFICERS DINING CLUB

At the final meeting of the WRAC HQ Mess the proposal
to form a WRAC Officers Dining Club was floated and met
with considerable support. Two years on, the club was
formed and continues to this day.

The aim of the club is to hold one dinner each year,
normally in Autumn, one in the north of England and one
in the south. To date, two dinners have been held. The first
inaugural dinner was held at the Army and Navy Club in
London on 14 October 1995. The second dinner was held
at the Stakis Hotel, in York, on 19 October 1996. The third
dinner is planned for 1 November 1997 at the Army and
Navy Club.

The WRAC Officers Dining Club currently has a
membership of 200 and is open to anyone who held a
commission in the WRAC, including a TA commission.

The club has to be self supporting financially and an initial
subscription of £5.00 is required to help cover basic
administrative expenses.

If you are not a member and wish to join, please complete
the proforma below and return it to me, with your initial
subscription, by 15 September 1997.

WRAC OFFICERS DINING CLUB

Lt Col (Retd) V E Trout
Maybank

28 London Road
Amesbury

Wilts

SP4 7DY

| support the idea of a dining club and wish to join. My
cheque for £5.00 made payable to WRAC Officers Dining
Club is enclosed.

| would like to make the following suggestions in respect
of possible venues or other related matters:

| would like to attend the dinner on 1 November 1997
(delete if not applicable).

RETURN BY 15 SEPT 1997 PLEASE



Letters

Ladies, please use this page to air your views,
ood or bad, .
PDF (Fompressor Free Version

Dear Edior

Marie McCreadie (née Gemmell} and Kath Taylor (nee
Byrniz} would like Edith Gray (nde Ashe) to know that they
remamber hier very well from life in the WRAC Officers’
Mess, Catterick Camp, in 1949050,

White visiting Kath in South Australia recently, Marie (from
South Croydon) was looking at a photograph album  of
Calterick davs and Kath was reading Edith's lefier in. a
1906 kssue of the Lionsss, We sought and found &
pholograph with Edith and her Siamese cat, includad
harewiih.

We ramamber Pat Gray with his distinctive headdrass very
will, and send all good wishes and a warm helio o Edith.

Mane MoCreadie

17 Croham Park Avanug
SOUTH CROYDOM
Surray CR2 THN

Kath Taylor

21 Halifax Courl
ELIZABETH DOWHMS
South Australia 5113

WRAC OFFICERS' MESS 185950 CATTERICK CAMP
BACK ROW: ifice White, Kath Byrne, #, F, §
FRONT ROW: Marie Gememell, # .8, 00§,
Jonn Croake, Edith Ashe

)

The enclosed photograph was found in the eflects of a
deceased member of cur Branch, iss Doris Sayers. Wa
have no knowledge where it was taken or who the Cfficers
are with HM The Cheasn kothor,

Diear Editor

Miss Sayers was a Sergeant Major who served most of the
wear an Salisbury Plain,

Hon Secretary
Mrs S5 H Musgrave
7 Horseshoe Walk
Bathwwick

Bath

Baz 8DE

Daar Editor

| would like to write a few lines In answer to the letler you
published in tha Lioness this year about the wearing of
green berets and the general appearance of the column at
the Cenolaph.

Whilst | was at the front of our column and therefore could
not see tha rear, | would ke 1o say that | saw ne signs of
soruffiness arpund the area |was in,

With regards to wearing the barats, whilat | agree it would be
nice 16 see averyone wearing one, itis nol always easy o
get ong, My local shop closed many months ago as have
many othars in this lown, so | parade in the beret | was
isswed with whilst | was semving.

Bul are we nof gatting away from  the real reason wa
parade? That is lo remember those thal gave their llves so
that we could live ina country free from tyranny.

Sp pleass, white | can understand the lady being proud of
being in the AT.5. as | am mysell, please do not make an
issue of this subject, let us remember in our own way and
dont Insist on everyone wearing a baral,

Mrs F T Goff

3 Moariand Road
MEWPORT
Shropshire

TF10 TPZ
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Dear Editor

After reading the rather strong letter by one of our members
who obviously wished o réamain anomymous for whalever
reason (Lion 1837} | for one was rather disgusted
a3 ot o
was wearng if they looked clean and bidy, It wasnl a
Fashion Show, i was an Act of Remembrance 1o so many
of our colleagues who died giving us the right 1o Freedom?
Many of the people who attended that Service at Whitehall
had most probably saved evary panny they could atland just
to have the honour of being thers. Yes, many of us did
wear a full green unilormigreen beret - we weare the lucky
ocnes whao coukd afford these items of clothing, Laws  musi
MOT be passed elling our ladies whal they can and canmod
wear othervise numbers attending will decrease nof
increase. | fell honoured and very, very prowd to bs in tha
same company for the same reason as all those people whao
marched with heads heald high at the Cenotaph
Remembrance Service on  November 10th 1928  and,
please God, will I8t me attend in Movembsr 1957 | shant
feel ashamed.

Mrs Barbara Castell
164 Leicester Road
Groby

Leicesier

LES QDP

Dear Editor

We are grateful for the letler sent in o The Lioness'
magazine abowt the appearance of our Association, the
ATS, on parade at The Cenotaph last Movembear, Our
thoughis entirely.

We have been 1o the parade in London every Movember
o Hor SO years,

The WRAF and WRNS seem very organised on parada, all
uniforms in front and others at the back, and all looked vary
tichy.

We agree that our Association has a lot more in numbers. [f
whe  could rely on somecne to organise  the group this
wiauld ba of banafit. In 1935 one lady did fry to ake on this
iask bul somecne guestioned her  authonly, leaving the
lady fesling upset and unable fo continua. This lady was
very smarly dressed in green. Our Assodialion did notice
that she was not preseni at the 18996 parade.

Thanks to the lady fior frying.
ROCHDALE BRAMNCH

The ATS Association

The WRAC Association

Sea Foyal British Legion Letter - Editor,
96

Dear Editor

On June 26th, 1943, then Cpl Madeleine Rees, my marriage
took place at 35t Mary's Church, Morwood Green,
Middlesex,

The guard of honour consisted of members of the British
Red Cross Society, (an active member mysell before
military senica), and colleagues from Wimbledon Civil
Affnirs  Staff Centre. Om  the extrems righl s Staff
Sergeant Judith Bridge, then LCpl Meona Curtis, Private
Cherry Brown, Corporal Robbins, the first officer s Junior
Commander Doreen  (Dinks] Hinckley, second officer
Lirtkrwr.

JC Hincklay subssquently married becoming Hancock
and posted 1o the Blackpool area. Her replacement was
HC Gunning.

Cherry Brown and | have corresponded regularly and
recently | found and visited Dinks in Somersel.

Al ong tima | Iried o organise a reunion bul ondy had Twao
replies  from advertizing. I'd love o hear from  armpone
who ramembers Skelmorlie, Parkside, Wimbledon, whare
we messed, A V1 fell on one of our bdlets but fortunately
there were no casuallies except the plano which salled ol
of a window. The bullding was without doors, windows and
roof for guite a while, 1 slepl in an oid larder,

brs Madeleinge J Groll
8 Woodvale Avenue
Chestfald

Whitstable

Kent CTS 3K

4 ' e -3
Mrs Madeleine Croll



Dear Editor

| served in the ATS from 1942-6 and have lost touch with
all my friends from those days.

| search the rEDRZine (anPY- ARkoACK Betteweang ¢mand
behold in Norfolk and Suffolk detailed list in The Lioness

was 481 (M) A A Bty. | was Joan Beckett OFC. | was with
481 in Hyde Park - Kent, and Hastings, - Belgium, Germany
and the name Winnie Armitage does seem familiar.

What a good idea, perhaps other Branches will copy Norfolk
and Suffolk.

My nick-name was Becky as there were so many Joan’s.

Perhaps you will be kind enough to publish this letter, to see
if Winnie Wigg remembers mel!!

Mrs Joan L Lappen
7 The Cloisters
Priest Hill
Caversham Heights
READING RG4 7RQ
Tel: 01189 463103

Dear Editor

| attended a Remembrance Day service on 10th
November 1996, at a Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery, at Menteng Pulo, Jakarta, Indonesia. It was a
very moving experience, and as | was the only person in
attendance who was old enough to have been involved in
the 39-45 conflict, | found myself to be made rather a fuss
of. | have some photos of the cemetery, and of the War
Memorial, and having been with (M)HAA | made a point of
taking a photo of a Gunners grave. After the
representatives of the various Commonwealth countries
had laid their wreaths the whole assembly moved across
to the India and Pakistan memorial, where the ceremony
was repeated, with a change of prayers, in deference to
the Sikh, Gurkha, Hindu, and Moslem fallen.

Winifred Lee (née Barton) in her article, Lioness No 1, 1997,
did not dig deep enough. She said that there were no
Mentions in Despatches for the whole of AA Command. |
was very privileged to be awarded one, and | cannot believe
that | was the only one.

W/135608 Ex WOII 531 & 539 (M) HAA Btys

Muriel R Poole

17 Brockhurst Gate
143 De La Warr Road
Bexhill on Sea

E Sussex TN40 2JJ

Dear Editor

Get fell in Major Lance !
My number was W/404.
Any lower takers ?

Jill Huxtable (née Gill)
10 Copenhagen Walk
Goldsmith Way
Crowthorne

Berkshire RG45 7QU
Tel: 01344 750607

Dear Editor

I was only 41/ when war broke out, so | was only vaguely
aware of a change of tempo in our lives. Father became an
Airman, Mother worked hard growing extra food on
allotments, raised ducks, chickens, goats and bees, and
took in evacuees and nurses as lodgers. We used to
scuttle down to the vast cellars of our Victorian house near
Northampton when the air raid sirens went off and our town
was actually bombed and Father's shop had a crater in its
back yard; | remember going to see it. Also | vividly
remember the German pilot in a burning plane that | saw
from my bedroom window just seconds before it crashed
into the fields only a few yards from our back garden.That
was the extent of my war and as | have read stirring stories
in The Lioness from the girls in the ATS and the TA who
served and fought during and immediately after the war |
did not feel that | had a tale to tell until | read the letter
from M D Evans, née Grundy, in which she asked “What’s
happened to the WRAC of the 50’s?”. My immediate
response was that we are most likely to be hovering around
retirement age now and as such will soon have more
leisure to participate in WRAC Association activities, as
indeed | have been able to do for the past year for that
very same reason. Now | expect you will be inundated with
fetters from the new batch of OAPs.

The Suez Crisis galvanized my spurt of Patriotism, well, that
plus the fact that after trying my hand at farming and then
training as a cook, at 21 | was restless and this was just the
boost my questing spirit needed.

Friday 13th April 1956. | was in the Army and ready to do
my bit after the obligatory 6 weeks at Guildford. It was
suggested that 1 become a cook! You what? | wantto be a
driver! | ended up as a trainee mechanic at REME Barracks
Woolwich, the 2nd WRAC mechanic at that time, though I'm
sure many more were to follow. The WRAC quarters were
in a house near the Royal Academy parade ground, our
spare time was mostly spent at Joe’s cafe down the road
listening to Tab Hunter and Fats Domino on the juke box
and eating egg and chips. | worked at the REME
workshops, crossing the Academy parade ground daily on
my BSA 125 motorbike with my beret creased across the
top to create a slipstream and my old black and yellow
school scarf flying in the wind and in defiance of
regulations, anyone remember me? | was mostly known as
“That mad WRAC on a bike”.

As | worked, | daydreamed of exciting desert warfare, the
nearest |1 got to that was repairing, maintaining and
camouflaging vehicles for desert use!l The dispatch
vehicles were my favourite. | loved to test them out on
Woolwich and Greenwich Commons, somewhat to the
consternation of a few motorists who were surprised to see
a “gir” riding such a large bike. | spent time at GCHQ
Moenchengladbach 1957 and 58 and finished my time at
RAOQOC Donnington in the stores office. My three years were
up and | decided there was still a big wide world to discover
so | took my papers and went off to seek my fortune in the
USA but that’s another story.

Ruth (Robbie) Jennings
1 Little Ash Gardens
Saltash Passage
PLYMOUTH

Devon PL5 1JZ
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Dear Editor

There was a photograph of "Dippy' Portway with whom |
played tennis in 1956 and shea didn't look 8 day cider! On

Vetoran TereD o PrCUL A TeE VB o

playing, though | am somewhal slow aboul the court now.
Could you put me in touch with the appropnate person, or
Is it slill Captl Mikki Bochella? 1 ihink it was 1956 that | was
playing in the WRAC 1st Tennis V1 and even the Inter
Services Singles at Wimbledaon. | think we played on Courts
2 & 3 that vear after the Wimbledon Championships were
ovar, | also wanl on a lour o BAOR with Dippy Porbway,
Myrtie MacCagan and Jane Walters, | think was the 4th, We
staved in the mess al Rheindahlen which was very nice.
Some vears kater when in Podenbow with my husband, |
joirsad up with Audrey Mitchell (nee Williamsaon} for & ladies
dowblas tournament at Rhelndahlen, but | don't think we did
wvery well

I ook forward to hearirg from you.
F5 Left WRAC Jan '58 on marriage,

Elizabeth Harthard (née Liz King)
2 Cove House

Ashion Keynes

Wiltshire

SHE SHNS

Tel: 01285 BE1221

Dear Editor

It was with some surpnse: when mvsel, on the mght and
Mary Patts weare walking back fram Wesiminster Abbey, not
being able to march any more, We were 20 ouched when
three young mean of ihe Parachute Regt Association came
over, gave us a hug and said how proud they were of us.
Meedless fo say, our thoughts were of these young men
whio were also wearing their  medals wilh pride.

Jdizar Webster (nes Brernnan)
35 Hulme Street

Crawe

Cheshire CW1 3PB

Diear Edifor

With reference fo the latter froem Mrs Evans of Luton in 1ssus
Tof 1997, | too have wondered why  confributions from
ex-WHAC are  virlually non-axisient,

| joimed the WHAC in Cecember 1963 and sarved until my
marriage in May 1968 and | know of the whersabouts of
crby o of my contamporarnies, and  she lives i Balgium,
| have looked in wain through my  previous coples  of
Lanass for famikar faces ard the onfy one | have sseen
iz that of Brigadier Fietd, whom | worked near in Aden
and Minisiry o Defence, Lansdowne House, when she
was a8 Major, and who was kind o me on  several
OCCESIonS.

Possibly one of the reasons there are few  contributions
from ex-WHAC s because joining the Assocliation was not
suggesied during or al the end of service, Carainty no-one
meentiared I to me when | kel and in tact | did mol jain until
about benanty years later.

There it also the point raised by Mrs Evans that post-war
life may not appear as inferesting or deamalic as warlime
senvice but we had our moments (oo, both exciting and
alarming, Mevertheless, | thoroughly enpoyed my 4°0% years
and have always thought that joining the Army  was ane of
ther baest things | ever did. It changed my ks lor ever and
far the beter

I think | could write a pofted history of my Army  career, if
anycne is inferesied, as | quite agree it is up (0 us youngar
members 1o keep the Associalion goandg,

Peggy 5 Bush (née Wells)
Wi420705 Sol

¥ Meadow Close
Sundome

Shrewshury

Shropshire 5%1 4PLY

Dhear Editor

I weonder if any ex-ATS who are longly, loss ol husband,
family or friends would like a pen pal 1o mesat up with for
oulings or holidays

birs Malsie Harrading (rdae Pullack)
1 Smock Mill

Whyrnoncham

Morolk MR12 QPG



Dear Editor

Here is a picture ol Mrs Margaret Renwick with Lord
Scarsdale of Kedleston Hall, She organised a reunion there
and ook a partg,f of 41 ladies,

F Com r Free Version

esso
I, Mrs Mc:-nl-iman WES 3 3@ freop courier driver al
Kadlasion Hall soma yaars ago.

Dear “Lioness”
It i anky racently that | have heard of your magazine.
Issue Mo 2, page 84

| was a shorhandtypist fo the Director of Transportation
(Ports, Docks, Harbours and Railways) in GHO Home
Forces (later to become HO 21 Army Gp when Monty ook
cver from Sir Bermard Paget). At Hammarsmith | was
billeted with my two closest friends - Joyce Days (nee
Erassington) and Jean Copland (nee Willingale) in a top fat
in Argyle Mansions opposite the old Olympia which was our
mess, Sadly, both Joyce and Jean have now  died. Wa
wiorked In two Rouses in Edith Road. We were bombed out
of both of them and eventually moved to Nevern Mansions
naar Earls Court.

| was sent to Normandy and thers ara many lales ta tall of
these Hrsl days in the apple orchard outside Bayeux. My
typewriter groanad into  activity every moming, not  liking
the damp atmosphere under canvas despite the special
metal covers which had been issued for our machines, Afer
g week or two | was asked to see the D Ta and two of his
officers. & appeared | was 10 accompany  them with a
detachment of Roval Engineers being sent forward to
Fouan. They bacame a forward arm of HQ in charge of
reanstating the railways which had been heavily bombed,

Being the only girl | was billeted with a french family, M ol
Mme Medard, who had had a prefty bad time during the
oocupation, Thaer daughter had been arrested and taken
with the retreating Germans just before my arrival and they
had ro idea what had become of her, While | was in Fouen,

General de Gaulle visited the town and asked specifically
to meat the Medards, | was mvited 1o the sendice held in the
calhedral befora thay left for an informal gathering to meet
hem. | still have the newspaper of that day among many
photographs.

After a month we moved on to Amiens where | was
billeted with a wery different French family consisting of M
&t Mma Busseull, Grandmare Helen and their maid Berthe.
Thay weore wall known for thelr weekly bridge parties.
Although | had neither the time, nor the abiity o join them
in playing, | met a great many local people including two
school teachers who insisted | wvisited thedr school, Later
my pholograph  was displayed in thedr hall. They were
talented pianists and sadly showed me  their freasured
grand pan i their home which had been badly damaged
during the occupation.

I was away from the main HG for about six months, during
which time | had an insight info  the effect the German
ococupation had had onthe French pecple. The one thing
they were nob shorl of in Amiens was eggs; oeul-a-la-
neige and pancakes wers served up wherever | went,
which was rather babter than the food | was ealing in the
Sergeants’ Mess with the men. Unlike Eileen Stapleton |
had been fortunale encugh fo be issued with wedlingion
boots, which was as well because it was very cold, bleak
and snowed heavily most of The limae.

At the end of February 19845 we moved on to Brussels
whera | was billstad an the first night in the bathroom  of
what had been a former ambassador's mansion in Avenia
Louise. This was because no-ong was expecting me and il
ook a few days lo dizcover where | had come from!
However, | was once again working inthe D Tn's office with
my lormer colleagues in the Shell Mex building in the heart
of Brussels. And | was pleased to be billated with my two
friends, Joyce and Jean, even though it was in that awiul
former 35 headquarters further down the Avenue Loukse.

We flew into Germany scon after VE Day and were taken
from Minden airport to Bad Oeynhausen in trucks along the
massive autobahns.

I still have some of my air fickets - including one for the
return journey o and from Croydon airport when | hkad a few
days compassionate lave from Brussels.

lesue Mo 1 1996, page 50

I have been delighted to have been In contact recently with
our former GO Ann Fraser-Tyther (now Lady Erskine) and
another of 21 Army Gp's officers, Mrs Treadaway.

Sylvia Wild (née Cook)
'‘Craigdale’

1 Cardinal Driva
Lisvang

Cardifl

5 Glamorgan

CF4 560



Friends from New Zealand
Dear Edilor

Hera 15 a photograph of my friends  Joan and Bill Connor

We all servedupyF1gAgHRHATLSF Fdevrsidipatn

SUssa,

We all three, (ma, Mary Santer) metup alter 50 years
at the VE Celebratiocns Hyde Park, They have now
returned o Mew Zealand whare thay have lved for many

yEars,
L. Mary Santer, Bill and Joan Conrar

Friends from Now Sealand

Mrs Ann Needle

Branch Recruitment Officer
SS5AFA Forces Help

18 Queen Elizabeth Street
London SE1 2LP

From:

As the National Recruitment Officer for SSAFA
Forces Help, | am constantly booking for more
wolunteers to carry oul our work. Cur
volunteers cover every village, lown and city
throughout the UK. We also have branches in
Gemany, Cyprus and Malta.

We estimate 14 million people today ara
eligible for our help, support and {nendship
should they need it, Qur work continues fo
increasae annually. Well over 85,000 paople

call on us each year - the highest percentage
from tha Army,

| would appreciate any help you can give me
in this matter.
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THE ARMY & NAVY CLUB

The only London Club
exclusive to officers of the
three services
*

Free membership for the first three
years of commission

1 *

Inexpensive accommodation
in comfortably furnished rooms
+
Superb catering facilities
L
Spacious & stylish public rooms
*

Located in London's West End
*
Family membership encouraged

Annual membership rates 1997:
London £275
Country £185

— S N R S .

Flease send me a membaership pack for the
Army & Navy Club.

=T = )
MIBHING. TRIB oo :
e [ R L Sl e S e o e L

Mail to;: Major D B Taylor, Secretary
The Army & Navy Club
36 Pall Mall
London SW1Y 5JN
Tel: 0171 8930 8721
Fax: 0171 930 8720




Letters From Abroad

MRS SYBIL M GRAHAM (née LEAMON)
15 ALBANY CRESCENT, ASPENDALE, VICTORIA,
PDF ogsFree Version

| joined the ATS in March 1942 and did my training &t
Honiton from where | was posted o the Citadsl at Plymouth
in Apnl 1942 My service number was W158542. In May
1843 | was transferred to Fort Stamford across tha
Cattwaler af Turnchapel.

Whitst at Stamford | met, firstly, a good friend  called
Dorean  (Jill) Finnigan and secondly my  future husband,
David, who was an Australlan Airman serving with the
Australian Mo 10 Sunderdand Squadron at Mountbatien,
We married in Movember 1944 and | came to Australia as a
wiar bride in May 1946,

Mre Sybil M Grohom (née Leamon)
15 Albany Crescend, Aspendale, Vietoria, Australio 3195

My husband belongs to the Royal Australian Air Force
Association and inan ex 10 Squadron Mewsletier, mention
was made of the Mayor of Plymouth (a Councillor Jack
Firnigan). Thinkirg that ke must be related 1o Jill | wrote
to him and unbelievably, 3 weaks later | recelved a letter
froem Jill which was a great thrll. The odd part is that Jack
Finnigan is not related to Jill but is a close ax school friend
of Jili's husband, Bernard Chapman, and they visit aach
ather reqularly.

We now keep in close touch and sha very Kindly sends me
gach adition of the Lioness which s wonderdul as it
fransports me back over 50 years. | pass the magazine on
to anather former ATS girl, Irene Archibold, who is also a
war bride and whom | meet at the Ex Service Woman's
Bowlzs Day,

| enclosa a photograph of the girls at Fort Stamiord in 1943
and also one of Jill and myself taken at my homa whilst on
eave in 1843, | am on tha rightl.

CHRISTINE “TONI" PARTRIDGE
o4 EILEEN STREET, GOSNELLS 6110,
WESTERN ALUSTRALIA

In the las! issue you had letiers asking for more input from
the WRAC and | have also naticed a marked absence of
thiz, | sarved in Maryhil, Glasgow, and than with 4
independant Co Tanglin, Singapore during 19521960, at
GHO Farell in the Signal Centre. | keep tabs on sic ol my
od Army pals and they are Corporal Vanda McFarane,
Corporal Jean Trevelyan, Private Janet Hughes, Private
Jaqueline Hollander, Privala Robbie Masson, Private
Gwen Milng, | algo remember two others, Dot Brown from
Willesden, London, and Maoira Chapman who marmed a
Chinesa/Singapora national who worked  for the Army.
Maira was discharged and her consequert plight living in
a local Kampong was the subject of an arlice in an
English daify newspaper. | have Ired many avenues in
Singapora fo find Moira but to no avail, we all wonderead
what became of har. Of the above mentioned soldiers,
Vanda McFarlang lives in the Isla of Man, Jean Trevalyan
fives in Bimmingham, Jackie Hollander in Helsby, Janet
Hughas in Gosport, Robbie Masson in Johannesburg's
Africa, Gwen Milne in Pedh/Australia, and mysell also
Australia. It would be nice to have a register for WRAC
Owerseas and the UK. | sincerely hope this brings some
raaction. In the meantime, best wishas to everyone.

MRS PATRICIA NEAL (née HARRIS)
5041 214A ST, LANGLEY BC, V3A 8K3, CANADA

Does anyone remembar me, Palricla Harmms Wi2844727 |
was on a Driving Course at Camberley in 1843 and then
to Slough, Bucks. | was finalty demobbed in 1946 from
Dorchester on Thames as Cpl Harris (Pay Cpl).
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MAS DORIS E MADILL
1404-200 DUFFERIN ST, TORONTO, ON, MEK 124,
CANADA

BAND REQUEST
PDF Conr:&"essor Free Version

lam a long standing me of the International Military
Music Society (Canadian Branch). Does anyons know of
the localion, origin ard background of the march “Tha
Padstow Lifeboat March”, foghorns 1oo!? | would be most
appraciative if | could be informed and | will pass itbon,
I would reimburse malling axponses.

FOOTHOTE: Music of the Stall Band of the WRAC iz stil
being plaved on Radio Band Shows.

MRS ELSIE LOWE (née JONES)
13 GLANWORTH AVENUE, ST THOMAS, ONTARIO,
CANADA, NSR 1E5

This is my first latter to the Lioness. What has prompled ma
to write is my desire to congratulate Morfolk & Suffolk
Branch on the listing of their members which is a great
contribution, and also complies with the  request in each
issug of Licness that maiden names, or names at the time
of tha event be included, The name we bore whilsl we
werg sarving is the namo that we are remembered by,

| read my copy from cover fo cover, scanning faces and
wondaring if among them are any with wham | served, bid
end up being frustrated,

WINTER OF %6 AT SHERFORD CAMP, TAUNTON,
SOMERSET
L-B Sgi. @), Turner, next five unknowen, ¥ Toy Trotier,
Syt 8. Brufon, Sgi. E (Jones) Lowe, Pre. T, D, MacKenzie,
Cpl. Dygehne ¢

| was also pleased to sea ncluded in the aforementioned
list that there was a membor who attendad the ATC Clarks
School. Golders Graen, | was there April'May 1945 prior o
my  posting to HQ Southemn  Command al  Taunton,
Somarset. With the greatest respect to the HAA girs who
obwviously are more in number and perhaps  more
interested in comesponding than ofthar trades, it behoves
Ihe lattar to “get in thare!” as one of our NCOs used 1o say
frequenily, and contribute 1o tha magazica, | have af last!

My thanks to Viera Caole for the chuckles in reading what
happened whan shea lirst experienced " The  Joys of Joining
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SOUTH WEST INSTRICT BARRACK OFFICE STAFF,
SHERFORD CAMP, TAUNTON, SOMERSET, 946
L.t Sgt. Gould, Capd. MeKie Stokos, O Fred ¢
Sgt. E {Jones) Lowe, Cpl. M. {iMeCanna) MeCallum,
O, C. Mr. Mot

the ATS' similar to mine at  the KOYL barracks in
Pontefract, Yorks

The Mo 1 1997 issue of Lioness has several entries that |
am sure werna vary much the sama for mos! of us,

P51 ama member of ATS WRAC Assoc, London,
Orntaro, and a pald up mamber of the Woman's Roval

Ay Covps Association.

HYCOY BOUTH WESTERN GROUP ATS 1947
OROERLY ROOM STAFF, ASHUHURCH CAMP, GLOIS,
Back row nomes unknoen, Front L-R Cpl, Betiy Robinson,
Sl Elsde (Jones) Lowe



MR E H FRASER
(husband of MARGARET (TIM) FRASER)
TAIORAHI, 195A SHAKESPEARE ROAD, MILFORD,
AUCKLAND 9, NEW ZEALAND

I am writing toPyPuE)rQ)%FBPSP ﬁ)’) \xifg,r%eey%fg%ﬂicer
of WWII. Her name on joining up at the beginning of the
war was Margaret HALL. After initial training she became a
teleprinter operator, attached Royal Corps of Signals and for
a time was stationed at the War Office in Whitehall. For
some time she was also seconded to the Polish Forces
HQ atthe Rubens Hotel. At a later stage, about 1941 or 42
she was posted to the War Office Signals in Cheltenham.

After that she was posted to various stations, mostly on the
South Coast on “Hush-hush” assignments.

Her number (possibly only after being commissioned?) was
211264.

She married me on 100643 (Corporal EVELYN HAROLD
FRASER of 3 Tp No 10 (IA) Commando).

She resigned from service in the ATS. Her nick-name, by
which everyone knew her, was “TIM”.

We would be extremely gratified if we could be put in touch
with any ex-ATS members who remember her from
Cheltenham WO days. Perhaps you would be able to
publish this request and our address in New Zealand (where
we have lived since 1952) in any publications you may be
circulating.

KEITH ROBERTS
35 TRIG HILL ROAD, ONETANGI, WAIHEKE ISLAND,
NEW ZEALAND

As an avid and fortunate reader of the "Lioness’, | felt it
was time | wrote to express my awe to your contributors.
To the many women who have given me an insight into a
period of their lives. To read of their experiences,
especially those who served in times of conflict. Their
courage, determination and fortitude, is inspiring to say the
least.

You see at the various Remembrance parades these
“ageing gracefully’ ladies, medals shining, trying, (as much
as the arthritis will allow), to stride it out in tune to the music.
From the onlookers you hear, “ATS, who were they? What
did they do?” They may well have swivelled a cannon
pointing skywards or decoded ciphers of some impending
battle or driven a truck with vital supplies.

Through your stories I've got to know you better. In one way
| have been fortunate, in that my Mum is ex-ATS, all 5 feet
nothing of her!! A member of the Auckland NZ branch who
through the pages of Lioness located the girls’ she served
with, all those years ago. Thank you ladies.

ATTENTION!
ALL BENEVOLENT FUND
KNITTERS

Yes, | mean you; All the Ladies who have kindly
provided me with jumpers, cardigans, hats, gloves,
scarves etc for the Benevolent Fund throughout this

past year. Congratulations to you all, through
your efforts we have been able to send woollens

to 70 families in 1996. A huge leap from 43
families in 1995. | know that | have written to you
all, but | thought it would be a good idea to tell all the
readers of the Lioness about the wonderful work you
do on our behalf throughout the year.

For those that are wondering what this is all about,
the Benevolent Fund is very fortunate in having a
loyal band of Ladies and Association Branches
around the country who knit a variety of children’s
clothes from baby size up to large 10 year olds.
These are then forwarded to me as the Benevolent
Fund’s representative, for dispersal.

Through the work of the Benevolent Fund, we hear
of former members of the Corps who require our
help from time to time. In addition to its normal work,
the Fund operates a system, whereby families with
children aged 10 years and under are sent parcels of
excellent hand knitted woollies made by former ATS
and WRAC Ladies. Many of the woollens are “made
to order”, for example, there was a situation earlier in
the year when we have several very well built 10
year olds, and nothing suitable to hand — a quick
letter to our Ladies and back came unisex jumpers of
all colours as well as the ubiquitous school grey — to
fit the requirement. For my pan, and having spoken
on the telephone and by letter to many of “my
Knitters”, it is a most satisfying way for us to
continue feeling part of “the family” which we all
joined, and also to feel that we can still help one
another. Some of my Ladies, who are part of this
huge countrywide Knitting Circle, have told me that
they themselves have been helped in the past by the
Benevolent Fund and now they very much enjoy
being able to help in return. That all the goodies
which are sent to our families are welcome is borne
out by the number of letters we receive back at
Association Headquarters at Worthy Down. It is a joy
to be able to give, but it is an even greater joy to
know that the gift is most welcome!

If you would like to know more about the work we
do, and perhaps join our Knitting Circle, please let
me know. | look forward to hearing from you.

Mrs Babs Mitcheson
King'’s Hill Cottage
Netheravon
Wilts SP4 9PL
01980-670285
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Reunions

WRAC SENIOR RANKS DINNER NIGHT
SAT 8 MAR 97
PDF Compressor Free Version
The inaugural WRAC Senior Ranks Dinner Night was held
at the AGC Centre WOs’ & SGTs’ Mess on Saturday 8
March 1997. Thirty four ex serving and serving ladies
attended as follows:

Kate Arnold, Sandy Barclay, Karen Ballard, Maureen
Brown, Andrea Denham, Agnes Doig, Gail Farmer, Andrea
Ford, Jan Ford, Betty Green, Joan Grimston, Angie
Hamilton, Wendy Hooton, Jenny Jackson, Liz Lawrence,
Mary Linnegan, Rene McGregor, ‘Mitch’ Mitchell, Norma
Nicholas, ‘Paddy’ Rhodie, Gill Rich, June Rigby, ‘Sammy’
Simon, June Skelton, Elaine Smith, Madge Smith, Sue
Taylor, Jill  Trainor, Val Trout, Jill Turner, Jacquie
Warsop, Nicki Wellings, Julie White and me.

Our two guests were Lt Col Sue Westlake AGC (SPS) and
the RSM of the Mess, lan Pendlebury.

The evening started at 1900 hrs. There was a buttonhole
and bucks fizz for everyone on arrival (there was also
supposed to be a photographer to take a group photo of us
all prior to sitting down to our meal, but | am afraid he let us
down). We were fortunate to obtain the services of a
pianist who played throughout the dinner which was very
pleasant indeed. Port was passed around the table for the
Royal toast, followed by liqueurs and speeches (Col
Westlake and myself). | also read out a very nice letter
which | had received from Brigadier Anne Field (Vice
President of the WRAC Association), which | shall repeat
here for the benefit of those who could not, but would have
liked to have attended, as | think it was very kind and
thoughtful of her.

“Greetings from the Vice President and Members of
Council of the WRAC Association on this your inaugural Ex
WRAC Senior Ranks Dinner Club Dinner. Have a splendid
evening and a memorable occasion”.

Before we left the table and adjourned to the bar there was
a small raffle and we also discussed the feasibility of
making this an annual event. | explained that what Andrea
Denham and myself had organised for the evening could,
perhaps, form a basis which could be built upon in
forthcoming years. As a result | am delighted to say that
SSgt Julie White  (currently stationed in London)
volunteered to organise the Dinner for next year.

Judging by the laughing and talking that then went on at the
bar into the wee small hours, | think | can safely say, that it
was a splendid evening and a very memorable occasion.

Mrs Lesley Trattles
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WRAC LUNCHEON CLUB

The first WRAC Luncheon will be held on 11 October 1997,
at Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. The cost of the 3-course
lunch, glass of wine, coffee and mints will be £20. The Hotel
are offering accommodation, Fri/Sat/Sun, plus full English
breakfast, at a special rate of £25 per person per night
based on two people sharing a twin bedded room. Single
rooms are available with an added supplement. Anyone
requiring a vegetarian meal please let me know at the time
of booking. Would ex WRAC, who are interested in
attending this unique occasion, please complete the
application form below, send a cheque made payable to
WRAC Luncheon Club, with a stamped addressed
envelope to Ann Deakin, ‘Cobblestones’, 2 Chesham Road,
Stafford, ST16 3JP. The closing date for applications must
be 13 September 1997. If you want to re-create the
atmosphere of Blackpool, then you need to be at Tillington
Hall Hotel on 11 October 1997. Numbers are limited.

ANN DEAKIN
‘COBBLESTONES’
2 CHESHAM ROAD

STAFFORD ST16 3JP

| wish to attend the WRAC Luncheon, to be held at Tillington
Hall Hotel, on Saturday 11 October 1997.

Full Name (Mrs/MiSS/MS) .....coooeviiiiieeiiiiieeeceee e
Maiden Name ...
WRAC Register Yes/NO ...ooooviiiiiiiiiecccin e
Serial NUMDET .....cooiiiiiiii e
Date Enlisted ...
Vegetarian Diet Yes/No

Hotel Accommodation Required

Single/Twin Bedded ROOM .......ccccoiiiiiiiiiniiiniceeeceeee
(delete as applicable)

I enclose a cheque for £20 for the Luncheon.

I enclose a stamped addressed envelope for my receipt,
ticket, hotel information etc

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO WRAC LUNCHEON CLUB



WRAC STAFF BAND
BAND BRANCH REUNION 1998

Calling all ex-members of the WRAC Staff Band. There is

to be a reunion lunch at the Victory Services Club in London
on Saturday 31 Mk 9gp@ressor Free Version

Morning coffee will be available from 11am, and lunch will
be served at 12.45pm. Bar available for drinks 12 noon to
3pm.

Tickets £24.00 each, includes morning coffee and 3 course
lunch.

Admission by ticket only.

Guests welcome.

Please send your application form to:

Miss G Sale
21 Park Road
Aldershot
Hampshire GU11 3PU

Please enclose an SAE for receipt & tickets.

For further information contact the Band Branch Secretary,
Gill Sale, on 01252 330250

CLOSING DATE 1st FEBRUARY 1998

APPLICATION FORM
(photocopies of this form are acceptable)

POSICOTR: ... et
Telephone: ...

| wish to attend the Band Branch Reunion on 21st
March 1998 and require ....... (Number of Tickets). |
enclose a cheque for:

(made payable to “WRAC Association Band Branch”)

ATS Dinner Club Luncheon at Mount Royal Hotel,
Bryanston Street, London, on Saturday 4 October 1997.
Details in next newsletter. Non-members who would like
to join, write to: Mrs Doreen Brookes, 99 Meadow
Road, Coventry, CV6 4GW.

The 1997 ATS Reunion will be held on September 12, 13
and 14, 1997. The event takes place at the Ramada Inn,
Niagara Falls, Ontario. For information please contact:
M. Chamberlain, 26 Dunleaven Ave, St. Catherines,
Ontario, L2M 6A7.

SCOTTISH AGM & REUNION
11 OCTOBER 1997

The Scottish AGM & Reunion 1997 will be held at the
Cairndale Hotel, English Street, Dumfries on Saturday, 11
October at 1100 hrs. Coffee will be served from 1030 hrs
and the price of the tickets includes 2 course lunch plus
coffee/tea at 1500 hrs.

The normal Raffle will take place following a Regular Army
Speaker on ‘Life for Women in the Army today’.

Dumfries is a lovely area to visit and the Cairndale Hotel
is offering favourable terms for those attending the Reunion
(Tel 01387 254111).

TICKETS PRICE £13.00 ARE AVAILABLE BEFORE 19
SEPTEMBER FROM:

Miss S Marcroft BEM
245 High Street
Dalbeattie DG5 4DW

Please come and join us.

Area Reunion for Wales and the West will be held at Priory
Hall, Coventry University on Saturday 20 September
1997. Tickets/Information from the Secretary: Mrs D
Brookes, 99 Meadow Road, Nunts Park, Coventry CV6
4GW. Tel: 01203 362866.

NORTH EAST GROUP REUNION 1997

The North East Group Reunion 1997 will be held in
Cleethorpes on Saturday 27 September 1997 at the Winter
Gardens. Reception at 11.30am followed by Luncheon.
Tickets £10. For further information phone 01642 556101
or write to Mrs G. Friday, 25 Murton Road, Billingham,
Cleveland TS22 5AZ.

ARE THE BARRACKS STILL
STANDING?

Have you ever wondered what became of the Camps
you served in? Do you have favourite memories of a
particular barracks? Do you have stories that wouls add
to their history? Or do you have a photo of yourself — or
just one of the barracks? If you have and you're curious
to know what became of it, do write in and we will see if
we can find out what’s happening there now.
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NETLEY VETERANS REUNION AND DISPLAY
14 MAY 1998

We are proposing to hold a Reunion in conjunction with the

Netley Branch ?ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ I@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁplﬁr 1 F\%%Jﬁﬁfﬁ,)t:i

Country Park, the site ¢ argest Military

The event is to mark both the Centenary of the Royal Army
Medical Corps, and the 20th Anniversary of the closure of
the Hospital. The proposed date of 14 May 1998 is also the
exact 100th Anniversary of HM Queen Victoria visiting
Netley to award VCs to Piper Findlater (Gordon
Highlanders) and Private Vicary (Dorsetshire Regt) for
actions inthe Tirah Campaign inIndia. Various events and
historical displays are planned for the day.

The Reunion is open to all service and civilian medical
nursing and support staff who have worked at Netley. If you
are interested in attending please complete and return the
enclosed form so we can judge the numbers who may
wish to attend. Full details will be sentto you in Spring of
1998 if there is sufficient interest in such a Reunion being
held.

Please pass this information on to any Netley veterans
you may be in contact with.

Your sincerely

Patrick Kirkby
Historian, Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley.

Netley Veterans Reunion and Display - 14 May 1998

Netley Veteran Ticket Request

NAME/RANK ...

PV [0 =TT N

Connection with Netley ..........ccooceriiiiniiii e
Regiment Association and Branch (if any) .........................
Name of Guest (0ne only) ...,
Please return by 30th July 1997 to:

Patrick Kirkby, 2 Colson Road, Winnall, Winchester, Hants,

UK, SO23 0EX

Please note: This is not a formal booking but to register your
interest so we can judge the number of people interested.
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National Army Museum
Royal Hospital Road
Chelsea

London SW3 4HT

NEWS RELEASE
SOLDIERS OF THE RAJ

A Major Exhibition at the National Army Museum,
opening on 15 August 1997

To mark the Fiftieth Anniversary of the end of British
Rule in India the National Army Museum is mounting
a major Special Exhibition commemorating the
achievements and experiences of the men, both
Indian and British, who served in the armies of the
East India Company and the British Indian Empire.

The items on display will be drawn from the
extensive collections of indian Army material in the
National Army Museum, one of whose objects upon

foundation was to preserve and record the
achievements of this, the largest volunteer army in

history. They will include striking oil paintings,
watercolours, uniforms, medals, weapons, books,
photographs, maps and documents, all illustrating
the life of the ‘Soldier of the Raj’ in peace and war.

Among the items to be seen will be pieces of
ordnance cast by the East India Company in India,
the telescope used by Sir Henry Havelock during the
siege of Lucknow, General Sir Sam Browne’s
pistols, the full dress uniform of a trooper, the first
Victoria Cross to be awarded to a Jewish soldier
and a copy of the last order ever issued to the Army
of British India.

Many of these exhibits will be well known items from
the Museum’s collections although some have not
been on public display before. For example, one of

the key paintings in the Exhibition, Hamilton’s
painting of the Gurkhas at the Battle of Peiwar Kotal

(1878), has not been on display in London since the

Museum acquired it in 1951.

The exhibition will open on 15th August 1997, the
50th Anniversary of Indian Independence. It will be
open to the public until 1999. Admission will be free

For further information please contact Julian
Humphrys or Lucinda Brown on 0171 730 0717
ext 2210 or 2243




Poets Corner

BLACKPOOL BANQUET BAND

PDF Compressor Free Version

There were hundreds who came to meet and to chat,
While the band played on

They sat down to dinner dressed in their best,

As the Band played on,

Their memories went back over the years

They spoke of their hopes, they banished their fears,
There was laughter and joy - sometimes a few tears,
As the Band played on,

They ate as they talked about this, about that,

And the Band played on.

The years rolled away for each WRAC and each AT,
As the Band played on.

Before the Band left ladies all took their chance

To get up and march - or was it to prance

Lets say it looked like a conga-style dance

Then the Band played out.

Came Sunday morning - time for the church

And the Band came too.

Hundreds and hundreds of women rode in

And the Band arrived too.

They waited an hour then squeezed in somehow,
To listen, to laugh and to learn that their vow

Of service and discipline is relevant now

Then the Band played again

Outside they “fell in” in smart ranks of six,

And the Band feli in too.

Simmy Simons and others licked them all into shape,
Then the Band played on.

So with heads held high they marched all serene,
Proud of their Standard, their uniform green,

To end this reunion, what a joy it had been

Thank you to all - and to the Band too.

Author:  BETTY MITCHELL

ol o0 ol o0 ol ol o0 ol o0 o0 ol

TO MABEL, WITH LOVE

Now once we had a Sergeant, her name was Mabel Dee,

Beneath her firm exterior, she was soft as she could be.

Where we had any trouble there wasn’t any doubt

If it was really possible our “Dee” would work it out.

We've many happy memories of our days at Danson Park,

And the friendships that we made there have really left their
mark.

Then on the Essex Marshes, and also Belgium too

In mud and snow and ice there, we still came smiling
through.

Each year we hold reunions, and hope for many more,

But this one’s really special - our Mabel’s reached four
score!

Though many years have passed now, and the War is at an
end

We'll drink a toast to Mabel, our Sergeant and our friend.

Author:  ROSA RILEY (née DAVID) 525 M HAA Battery

THEN AND NOW

Did you see the shadow?

Did you feel the past?

Wasn't it a fresh breeze
Tumbling memories as it passed.

Did you feel the strength we knew?
Did you hear the laughter?

There was the comradeship

That never knows departure.

Did you see the young girls?
Did you see their smile?
Drifting through your memories
Just for that brief short while.

Did you see the years fly by?
Did you see today?

Yet the youth within our hearts
Is always there to stay.

No matter how or where we are

No matter where we rest

Good friends like these are always there
Thank God we are so blest.

Authors:CAROL BURBRIDGE Ex ATS WRAC
JEANNE BURRIDGE Ex ATS WRAC
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FOUR ATS FROM LONDON

We're four ATS from London, we’re perfectly topping
We’re from Ealing ahd Kensington, Poplar and Wapping
We've never IPPRFNE FaifgressseTidierdersion
We find life in Norfolk a terrible bore.

There isn’t much fun or excitement at all

In Necton, or Swaffham, Holme Hale and Sporle.

We've been used to a cinema just over the way

Now we cross half the county to see Frances Day

And a nice Fish and Chip shop was just down the street
And a snack bar where only the best people meet

And rows of shops - Harrods - the Co-operative Stores
And Woolworths and Selfridges, where you buy scores
Of interesting things that you can’t buy at all

In Necton and Swaffham, Holme Hale and Sporle.

There were buses and trams, and plenty of trains
Central Heating, and constant hot water — and drains!
There were hundreds of fellows to take us about.

In Sporle we all cheer if we see a Boy Scout!

There isn’'t much fun where there aren’t any men

So we just have to creep off to “Bye Byes” at ten

We long for Romance, but it's no good at all

In Necton and Swaffham, Holme Hale and Sporle.

In Necton and Swaffham, Holme Hale and Sporle

There are hundreds of acres of nothing at all

Except wheat fields, and beet fields, and cattle and sheep
It's enough to make us poor Londoners weep

Though we like all you people we feel we must say

That each night at Necton we kneel down and pray

That it won'’t be too long before Armistice Day

Then we’ll tear down to London again and go gay

In our native surroundings - it's perfectly topping

In Ealing and Kensington, Poplar and Wapping.

Author: UNKNOWN

ANNIVERSARY
November!
Remember?

Recall with pride and sorrow
The dead of yesterday.

The old men of tomorrow
Will mourn the heroes of today.

Author:  BARBARA REEVES
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REGULAR FORCES
EMPLOYMENT
ASSOCIATION

Our task is to assist all ex-Regular
servicemen and women who did not hold
commissioned rank to find employment,
provided they served with good character
for a minimum of three years, (or less if

discharged on medical grounds). We take a

long term interest and can, as a registered

charity, offer our free counselling service to

them throughout their working lives. Since

March 1996 this service has been extended

to any officer who served in the ranks for a
minimum of three years.

The RFEA works together with the Tri-
Service Resettlement Organization, the
Services Employment Network.SkillBank,
the Officers’ Association and the
Employment Service, as part of the Forces
resettlement service.

Our Employment Officers maintain close
contact with local employers, also offering
them a free service, from our 39 Branches

spread throughout the United Kingdom.

Their addresses and telephone numbers

can be obtained through Resettlement
Officers, Corps and Regimental

Associations, Job Centres, Yellow Pages

and local telephone directories.

Sadly, only half of those eligible to register
with the Association do so but during the
period 1 April 1996 - 30 June 1996 the
Association assisted 2,992 men and
women with their resettlement and placed
1,157 in employment. That is a 38.7%
success rate. Of those placed, 556 were
men and women from the Army.

Why not contact us and see how we can
help you?




Sport

TALES OF A NORDIC SAGA
THE ARMﬁgﬁ S BIATHLON AM ASON
OB ESHAL,

(ai ersion

On a bleak November morning last autumn, seven
females set sail to Norway to begin training as the Army
Ladies Biathlon Team. They had spent the previous
summer months roller skiing, swimming, running and
generally being pushed to their physical limits. Once in
Norway it was time to learn the Nordic technique of cross
" country skiing.

The team consisted of five RAMC soldiers and two
members of the RLC. Their coach was a PTl and he
leaned heavily upon the EIm Street side of nightmares.
Training in Norway comprised endurance sessions in
the morning, shooting in the afternoons and sprint
circuits at night. (The local pistes were lit up so there was
no such thing as an early night!)

We were to spend the first two months of the season
just outside Lillehammer, training with the Infantry Nordic
ski teams. As the only all female team we caused quite a
stir at the Infantry Ski championships and after we had
convincingly beaten a fair few of the male teams our
confidence was lifted. The only shock to the Army Ladies
was the loss of Pte Stevens, who fell and broke her leg
along a steep section of one of the races. (Proof that
Nordic skiing is an adrenalin sport.)

From Norway we went on to compete at the UK Divisional
Ski Championships, Exercise Spartan Hike. In fantastic
weather and outstanding scenery, we again proved that
Nordic skiing is not just a testosterone sport. The ladies
came 15th out of 35 teams in the biathlon relay and 21 in
the 4x10k relay.

From Serre Chevalier we drove to the Army Winter Sports
Association’s 50th Anniversary and competed against
some of the top male teams within the Army. Saint
Moritz is one of the most impressive resorts in Europe and
the opportunity to ski there provided a memorable
experience.

The highlight of the season was racing at British Ski
Week. Although the Army Ladies main rivals, the RAF
Ladies Team, failed to make an appearance, the girls
were able to thrash the civilian competition. So much so
that three of the Team are now being considered to ski for
Great Britain at the Lowlanders International Races next
January.

The Biathlon Team enables female soldiers to become fit
and sound marksmen. It provides them with the chance to
live in exclusive ski resorts and race on Olympic standard
courses.

“SHE FLIES LIKE A BIRD”
by Major S J Cadec AGC(SPS)

From Icarus to the Bird Man of Selsey, man’s desire to fly
like a bird has always been an elusive dream. The advent
of hanggliders and paragliders, however, has meant that
these dreams have gradually become reality.
Paragliders, as opposed to parachutes, allow one the
opportunity to travel long distances without recourse to
mechanical assistance, relying solely on natural
phenomena such as thermals and wind. Conscious of
ever increasing years but not one to miss an opportunity
to try something new, | got the chance to attend a
paragliding course in Southern Germany. During a 10 day
course, one can generally obtain Club Pilot (CP) rating
which allows one to fly without supervision. SP means
that one has grasped the basics but needs to
consolidate the training with a number of high, longer
duration flights. | went to Bavaria to try and upgrade to
CP.

Following kit withdrawal and canopy inspections, it was
off to the slopes for low level revision training. I'd
forgotten how heavy and bulky the total kit was, easily 35
Ibs and encased in a large, ill fitting rucksack. Struggling
to the launch site, | recalled that whilst fine, dry conditions
are a bonus of the sport, it does mean that one ends up
hot, sticky and sweaty and looking less than elegant.

Revision consisted of launch techniques; one quickly
remembers how important it is to run at full pelt if you
want to become airborne at the first attempt, pussyfooting
around is not tolerated - “Up, check canopy, off the risers
and run, RUN, RUN, RUN! Get those little legs
moving.....”

Once airborne, the flying is relatively straightforward,
though all too quickly the ground appears and a strong
flare is needed to avoid a heavy landing. The chute is
then gathered and the long trek up to the top of the hill
begins. Being less than well endowed in the height
stakes, coping with 75 sq m of canopy can be tricky. Five
more flights (and trips to the top) followed before we
collapsed hot and sweaty into the minibus.

Next morning, driving to the landing site and viewing the
launch site, towering some 1451m above sea level |
began to wonder whether { really wanted to do this after
all. Viewing the launch site and looking down from the top
of the mountain confirmed my fears. The launch site was
relatively short in length with a slight drop over the edge.
If you weren’t off the ground by the time you reached the
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edge, chances were that you'd have 1o starl again.
Chivalry did neot enter inlo tha crdar of launch - as tha only
woman | was quite happy lor “Aler you, men first® to
apply. That way | could walch their launchas, learn from
any mistakes Py Pl 2 SEHRPIRRIE SRl o1
wanl to iy or nol. Paragliding is one of the few sports
whare you are not put under any pressure to fly. You
have o be confident in yoursealf, in your chute and in the
skifls learnt. Once in the air, although in radio contact
willh the instrictor, you're very much on ywour own, Il you
fail to react when faced with difficutties, you're likely o
injure yourselt badly. | decided o go torit, The launch
went smoothly and | rose and flew off in the necessary
direction, Flying at height isn't the unnarving part, | found
it was the unexpected reaction of the canopy thal threw
me, You can feel the air buffeting in and against the
celis, On occasions It fell quite turbulent and the
automatic IE'I'I'EIEFIFE}' was o over compensate resulting in
& bumpy Might. &t thatl polnt 1 doubted my sanity and
swore at the instructor o “eel me down”. Fortunatedy,
| hadn'l depressed the pressel 50 ha was oblivious (o
my yekls

Clearing the road, | had o put in & series of 8
manoeuyres to lose haight over the landing site before
liming up for fouchdown. Landing on my feet, my knees
which had gone to jelly, gave way in the infamous mud
This was not my idea of fun,

Bhe Flies Like A Bird

Howevear, | was down safely and in one piece. "Any
landing is a good landing” as the instructor said. "You did
what you were taughi - that can only be good™. That's as
maybe but as | handed back the kil | thought *Sally, it's
fime to grow ofd gracefully™. That was 4 weeks ago. Back
on terra fiena, when the sun is shinirg and the sky is
clear and Bloa, the urge to fly and to exparience that
sensa of Ireedom had resurfaced. Maybe | will try again
nexl year because when it's good, it's wonderful but when
i's difficult, it's what adveniure fraining is &l about - try it
and sea,
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Stories

FORMATION OF THE ATS

— DOROTHY DIXON
PDF Compressor Free Version
As September 1998 marks the 60th Anniversary of the
formation of the ATS, could members be requested to
approach their local Council Parks and Gardens
Department with a request that our insignia, as shown, be
planted in a prominent place? It would be lovely to have
them displayed throughout the UK with golden coloured
flowers.

‘AND MOTHER CAME TOO’
MRS JOYCE STERIO AND HER MOTHER,
MRS AMY BROADWAY
467 & 540 BTYS, 158 REGT RA
BY IMOGEN CORRIGAN

When | met Mrs Joyce Sterio (née Broadway) in Wales last
March, she told me her remarkable story. She and her
mother both joined the ATS together in 1942. Mrs Sterio
had been in service for a year and came home, deciding to
join up but she had reckoned without her mother. Although
just 16, she went to the nearest recruiting office where she
was asked if she was 18. She told them she was and, of
course, they didn’t query it as her mother (Amy) was with
her. Just in that split second, Amy had decided to join up as
well. ‘| didn’t really think she meant it, but she did - she put

all the furniture in storage and we went off to Honiton on the
train together’, Mrs Sterio told me. In fact, this wasn’t her
mother’s first taste of army life as she had joined up during
the First World War and had been attached to the Royal
Flying Corps. Readers may know that there were upper
and lower age limits for girls joining up in the Second War,
but, if you had served before, the rules were waived and
you could join up to the age of 50.

So, off the two of them went, not telling anyone on the train
that they were mother and daughter. ‘I think she did it to
look after me really. | was so young that | joined up
wearing a gym slip, and | remember how concerned she
was about me when we had our injections which were
very painful.” Of course, the truth about their relationship
came out quite soon, not least when they were allocated to
their rooms and the mother and daughter found themselves
together, mother on the bottom bunk and daughter on the
top.

Despite the fact that it's evident that they had a very good
relationship, things didn’'t go entirely smoothly. Joyce Sterio
likes order and found it easy to adjust to army life.
Strangely, it was her mother who rebelled. ‘She didn’t
seem to mind joining up older than the other girls, but she
just carried on as normal. She wouldn't do square
bashing, wouldn’t salute for her pay, wouldn’t wear her gas
mask correctly or her hat around Camp - a Sgt Major's
nightmare. On pay parade, Joyce would go in first and her
mother would nudge her, saying, quickly - what's my
number? Then she’d go in and just brush her hand across
her forehead in a semblance of a salute. As | listened, my
jaw was dropping, trying to imagine how Amy escaped
unpunished. Some people do get away with things and,
in Amy’s case, it may have been because she was so well
liked. She worked in the Officers’ Mess and probably
mothered them as well. She never drank or smoked, but
she had a passion for whist and taught all the officers to play
cards. One officer confided to Joyce her mother was leading
them into bad habits.

There were pros and cons for Joyce. On the one hand, her
mother cleaned her shoes and buttons for her. On the
other, Amy insisted on being with her daughter, always
managing to get a pass at the same time, going to the
pictures with her and there was certainly no chance of Joyce
ever having a boyfriend. Joyce was selected to be No 1 on
the Predictor. Amy became a Mess Orderly. After recruit
training, they should have parted, but no - the army had
reckoned without Joyce’s mother too. Interestingly, Amy
had no qualms about her daughter going on to a gun site -
she just went too. They were together at Honiton, Arborfield
and Aberdour.

Despite all sorts of possible problems, things went fairly
swimmingly until the great day came when Joyce was
selected for promotion. ‘I thought | had sewn the stripe onto
my greatcoat but | must have sewn it onto hers! Mother
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got up in the moming and said she must have been
promoted, | said | hadn't heard about i, but she insistad -
after all the sirpe was on her coat' At this point, Amy's
rebaliicus streak really began to show  itself but then, how
many mothers s SR RRET FRESVERSIEh
Eventually the army intervensd and mather and daughter
ware parted, Amy was moved to another part of the Battery
a few miles away from Abercour, bul they could sl maeatl
in the town. Soon after that, Amy was invalided oul leaving
Joyce, | should think, breathing a sigh of relief. 'It seems
funmy row’ said Mrs Slerlo, "but i1 wasm't al the tme, but
alsa, | never realised then how unusual it was for this o
happean at all.’

The story dossn't end there, In 1245 Amy Introduced her
daughter to Chifford. They were married 3 months laler and
are still together after 52 years, Sadly Amy died young,
when she was 52 She died on Joyce's birthoay whilst
staying with her. ‘She cedainly never inlernded ma 1o
farget her',

Joyoe and Clifford Sterso mow live &t 1, Bleanant Street,
Duffryn, near Port Talbot, West Glamorgan S413 3HE,

L] - L] L L

Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, Aumts ... Are there any
more stornes o redalives serving logether of  near each
oiher? i so, et us know -wea'd lovea to hear them.

Mg cloves STERIG

12

FRANCES MUNNALLY
7138 CHEROKEE ROAD, RICHMOND, VA 23225, USA

Memaories of Word War Il conjure up visions of tanks
rumbling over desert sands; dogfights 0 the  sky, Flying
Forrass lormations taking off at dawn lor missions over the
continent. All, after an interlude of more than 50 years, stuff
for romantc fims. S0, ihen, whalt am | dong sl
draarmirgg of pols filked with sleaming slews antd anormous
plattars of suet puddings with treacle poured on top?

| served i tha ATS from 1941 10 1946 and during those
vears subrmanged inocookhouse and meass-hall lite, Thea
troops needed to eat io sustain the mgorous training fheat
would help win the War, | remember standing in front of
the cookhouse doors and pouring cocoa Into mugs as the
soldiers filed by for their "alevenses”. | poured and | powred
encugh quid 1o launch a battieshipl

We fed many hundreds of men each day. And wa
aciually did hawve a “distwashing” confraplion, a hugs
maching that groaningly washed the plates we fed into s
yawning interor, We called it “Cidd Bertha®, But atthough
*Old Bertha™ served us well, once a week for reasons o
hygiena it was required thal we wash all platas  and
utensils by hand, In hat, soapy water, of course,

Spap in baleaguarad England was nol exacily kind o your
hamnds. After they had been submerged in that braw,
scrubbing plates for several hours, the skin was peeling off
cur lingars in sinps So, when we guils had dates that neghl
wa wara hard put to explain the condificn of our hands to
our boyiriends or dancing pariners. MNof a  thousand
ttures would have eficiied from ws thatl our glamarous
wiartima pobs  consistad of running a dishwashng machma
and washing platas!

Owver the span of S0-plus years, our vanities have shrunk
and wa sea things much more realistically. Tha cookhousas
and mess-halls of warima England wera weapons as
poweriul 35 guns and tanks, | am proud to have had a share
in fighting and winning thal War

LIEUTENANT COLOMEL L. HUXTABLE RASC (RETD)
10, COPENHAGEN WALK, GOLDSMITH WAY,
CROWTHORNE, BERKSHIRE, RG45 7QU

Readers might like to see this photograph (n fact &
postcard) of elghteen members of the Women's  Legion
taken during the Graal War of 1914-18. It recalls a fimsa
whan women made major inroads into the working life of
the country, in this case, female drivers with the Army
Sernvice Corps (ASC) Research shows that 613 MT
Compary ASC was formed at Chaster i February 1916
be=img given the functional fitle of 25th  Auxiliary MT
Comparry, The Unit's role was to provide support for
Western Command which consisted then of the countles
of Cumberdand, Lancashire, Chashire, Shropshires,



Gloucestershire and Wales. During  tha panod March to
June 1916 so many men joined the Army  that training
centres and  hospatals wene opened all over the cormmand,
whech  required more dovers and  more  vehicles:
adddateonal duti ing fimber for Canadian
Forasty Corod MinG RO G T EASSev SO ae
wall as providing transport for e Mational Shipyard In
Chepstow, Initially there wara & Officers, 170 man and a
otal of 133 vehicles of different types, but changes throwgh
the war led (o the following strength by the later half of
1918:

20 officers 7B Ccars 145 motor cycles with side
Cars
S50 men 54 box vane 169 lomies and 87

ambulances

in addition, some 150 Women's Legion drivers ware
employved, as well as 50 members of the Cueen Mary's
Auxilkary Army Corps (OMAAC), hatf of tham baing Mobile
and hall Immobile {(which | think refers 1o their posting
position, mod thair physical charactaristics!), In August 1916
the Company HGQ moved to Liverpool and its four sections
iplatoons) were in Chaster, Liverpood, Manchester and
Cardifl.

The photograph bears cloze examénation; ‘Central Section”
probably means that this was the sectlion which was In
elfect tha company headquarters; the varisty of headdrass
and the way the hats were wom say much for the sense of
independence and character of these women; ages saem
i vary between 20 and 50; there is a good selection of
gloves and coats, not  to mention foohssar, with the left-
hand sealed woman wearning long spats, o gaiters, thres
other seated women wearing high lace-up boots and the
right-hand seated woman wearing leather laggings; ona
woman in the front is wearing the waist belt of 8 Sam
Browne, two women (left standing and cantral sitting) ara
Clearly wearng ASC  shoukder tiles ard all of them ara
wearing ASC cap badges and Women's Legion collar
badges. The notice to the left of the door refers to ‘enquines
should be made at 19 Low Hill round the comer’, which
confirms tha location as Livarpool.

Major M.5.M. Dumford ASC was the OC of 613 Company
bt there i no record of who these women are. Could any
of your readars halp?

A POSTAL WORKER REMEMBERS
BY MAUREEN BROWN

im 1953 it waes decided to include the trade of postal
worker into the WRAC. Tha first batch of girls, after 5
weeks basic training at Guildlord, were postad fo
Richmond Park, Kingston on  Thameas under the
command of 12 Bn WRAC.

We fravelled, daily, to Inglis Barracks, M0 HIll, to be
taught how bo sort 1,000 letlers, by hand, an hour, How
o Hiethem into bundies, breaking the string with a twist
and a strong tug, with our fingers. How fo tie up a sack
of letters  with string and & lead seal. Learnt the
postage rates of letters, packets and parcels, airmail and
surface, to the different BFPOs all avar tha world.

Armed with all this knowiadge wae were now abla to daal
with the real mail. We then travelled, daily, to Home
Postal Depot (HPDVRE) which was situated in Raphaal
Sireel, London, near Harrods. It was  originally & nighit
club that was damaged during the war and was patched
up for gur use. There was no heating or modem lacililies,
we wore Blacks and leather jarkins, and in winler warked
in owvercoats as wall during the night shills.

Our C0 was Lt Col Beading RE, and in the baginning all
the MCOs ware BE, and we did exactly the samea work as
the tads. We worked three shifts round the clock: 0600-
1400, 1400-2200 and 2200-0600, six days a week for a
48 hour week. In the build up to Christmas we siarted an
hour earlier and finished an hour later, overlapping the
shifts, making a &0 hour week. The night shifis wera 5
weeks long and the other ten weeks with ona week early
and one week late allernating. There wera no mechanical
aids and a full mail sack is quite heavy. We soon leamt
that two hands on the lop of the sack, knes in the side_a
heavy kick and lift and it could ba thrown inlo the back of
a J-lonner.

Tha mail cama from all the London Rallway Stations
day and night. We sored it into air mall and surface
and bagged it up to the wvarious destinations. The
aimmall was flown from Heathrow daily and all the
weights had o be phoned to the airport, before dispatch,
in ‘kilos” (no faxes in thosa days), It was unheard of for a
truck to be late and miss a flight, and at night during tha
London Smog it had 1o leave earlier with two peopla, with
lamps, in front of each whesl walking to guide the driver
rourd the traffic islands and parked or crashed cars,

How many can remember being on early shift and running
for the coach, which left on the dot of 0500, with a cup of
iea and a bacon sandwich, because the cooks had
cversiepl again?

| was on 201 shift and my namea, then, was Maursen
karritl. Does anyona remembear ma?
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TWO MACKAYs AT CAMP AUGUST 1839
MRS ROBINS MBE
HILLVIEW, SNOWHILL, DINTON, SALISBURY,
WILTS, SP3 5HN

Does anyong) NE
(Kent) in the summer .:.5 15§g§mwrbm

My sister Peggy (later Gibbs) and | volunteered at
Canterbury in 1938, We were encouraged by our parents o
do something for Defence, in those dayvs of the Munich
crisis. We chosea the TA, [was just 18 and my ATS number
was WTES, Can amyone beat that? | did meal someone at
the Bath reunion with a lower number, but she was very
eldery and sadly could not remember much about those
early days.

I was “Local Service” because of my lender age! 50 years
later al 16 one is considarad “grown up” and by 18, often
a mother, perhaps marrhed  or unmarrsed.

TWO MacKAYS

My sisler was assigned to Genaral Servica, 5o she weni
to the unit cookhousel There for 2 week she wallowed n
welliesin a sea of mud, | was put in the wnit Ooderly Roam.
| thirk it was the Royal Wast Kenis. All | can remember
about twas that | spent hours checking atiestation papars,
the document signed by all who volunteered to join the TA.
Most of them seemed 1o live i Madstone, and  many
worked for Sharps Creamy Toffags!

It was the lack of camping equiprment that | can remeamber
moet clearly. We wera each given a palliasse which we had
o fill with straw, | suppose we had a grosndshaet, although
| don't rermamber thal, We slapt 8 to a Ball tent, an aur
palliasses with three blankets only, Later, when | was in
barracks al Hounslow in 1940 we had "Biscuils”, Thess
were 8 mattress divided info 3 egual sguares. Tha Camp
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Commandant thought we would be safer an the floor, 50
he took away all our bedsteads, bul thal perhaps is another
SIary.

The uniforms, (or  lack of them) were as the piciure
suggests, long and loose. We had got the ssue khaki
cotton lisle hose (stockings) and shoaes, but only a few of us
were propery dressed. We also had granny-shde  long
tegged khaki knlckers made of Celanesa, a sort of knitted
arfificial silk we all hated.

It was a vary wel weak. My hushand, who is now 93, was
REM to 2nd London Corps Signaks (second ling) later Sth
London Corps Signals, was i camg near Corfe Castle and
he remembers the confinuous rain, We didn't know each
other thent

As my sister was General Servico. she was called up
immediaiely and was posted to an RA undt at Lydd (Kent)
to work inthe cookhouse, | befleve, in the Saergeants bass,
Her carear than followed through with the Gunners, while
ming went io the Signals, and we never served logethar.

| had 1o wait a weak for oy call up. | had o repord 16
Rochesier Podice Station on the following Sunday and was
allotted a billet with a bauilder and his family in Rochester,
My work was &t Fort Bridgewoods, oulside Rochester, a
radic intercept staton, along with a group from Maldsfone
mainly, aiso from Sharps Creamy Tofices!

I was a typist, and [ fourd myself on & teleprintar, and tar the
next six months we banged ouf code to Mo.d Intelligence
School, a5 it was thencalled. it was code thal the radio
operators ook Trom German  ransmissions. and
Japanese diplormatic traffic.

They wera halcyon days, aimost boring, until Dunkick
when we were considersd to ba in danger, and the whala
place was closed down and maved, and we were all posted,
| went to Eastern Command Signals at Hounstow  and indo
the London Blitz, but with lols of new friends and
camaraderie and fun. It was very cold, and we used 1o
follow the coal barry and pick up the coal that was dropped
i order that we could light a fire inour room 10 help ws Keep
wiarm, but fife want on and | enjoyed it all.

MRS ENID COX
50 YEARS ON

1897 rang more than ona  bDedl in my mind. Fiestly | had
reached the ripa old age of 80 plus 25 pence and secondly
I had been a membear of the Aszn for S0 vears,

In 1847 | was posted to the School of Arillery as CSM of “F"
Coy ATZ. The RSM, on a vislt “persuaded” us to join the
Assn, Serving members could pay 196d and receive their
ocwn copy of Lioness in addition fo the umt copdas.

The 1947 Reunion was held in the Albert Hall and it was
ircredinle o think that we filled the hall, siting proudly under
cur Command signs: Norhern Eastern, Western, Southem
Scottish, Ack Ack, MELF, SEAC, BEF and cthers.

fn 1950 | was posted to 46(M) HAA Regt RA, the only
peacetime mixed Regl RA. The senior "ma’'am” said | had
to attend a mesting at Duke of Yorks HQ as the Secrelary
o thez Unit Branch.



What a shock that meeting was - we “serving secretaries”
sat at the back and listened as the Branch Secretaries
gave their reports. Then we were called upon. 46 Regt RA
had run a Regt dance and sent the money raised to the
Benevolent Fund so thankfully | was able to report

something. Tlpﬁ;pv@?i i y\% len
Gwynne Vaughan an @Efééséﬁgzmgegma vans.

Members who served in the 1940s at Chilwell may well
remember her as their CO.

When the first WRAC from 46(M) HAA Regt were posted to
Gibraltar in 1952 they became part of 54 Regt RA and
“‘mixed” 94 (New Zealand) Bty RA. Our CO, Major E
Askham WRAC, became the Chairman and | the Secretary
of the newly formed branch.

Posted home in 1954 to 308 Bn WRAC TA, the CO sent me
to collect the books of the lapsed Leicester Branch of the
Assn from a former CO. We reformed the branch, Major W
M Smith as Chairman and yours truly as Secretary. | was
so pleased to read in the last issue that they are still a
flourishing branch and celebrated 42 years.

307 Bn WRAC TA Nottingham was my next posting. The
CO, Major L M Stephens, and myself started the
Nottingham Branch and held our meetings at the Derby
Road Drill  Hall, Nottingham, the branch is now
incorporated with the Leicester Branch. The Northern area
under its Chairman, Col Stead, and Secretaries, Daphne
Suttle and later Monica Bradley, held regular meetings for
the Secretaries and contributed much to the Assn. On
retirement | became a member of Bradford Branch and, on
moving to Cromer, am now a life member of Norfolk and
Suffolk Branch.

PRIVATE NORA CAVENEY

CAVENEY, Pte NORA, W/91467. Aux. Territorial Service,
attd 505 Bty, 148(M) HAA Regt, Royal Artillery. 17th April,
1942. Age 18. Daughter of John and Hannah Caveney, of
Walsden, Todmorden, Yorkshire. 2210.

The Netley Parish Council have asked if anyone in the
Lioness knows details of Pte Nora CAVENEY. She is buried
in Netley Cemetery and was believed to have been killed in
action whiist manning Ack Ack Guns in the village.
Rumour has it that Pte CAVENEY was the first woman to
die in active service in the UK.

Please send any information to Patrick Kirkby, 2 Colson
Road, Winnall, Winchester SO23 OEX.

MEMORIES FROM MRS M P CHILES

A lot of water has gone under the bridge since 1 was
Driver Pam Wade W/284742 after almost four years
service in the ATS 1943/1947.

My initial training was at Guildford (I was a volunteer at 17
years old). We were kitted out completely in khaki and
taught what the ATS was all about. | was then posted
to Camberley to a driver maintenance course. There we
had to learn all about the maintenance, changing tyres,
greasing nipples on a variety of vehicles. | took my test on

an ambulance (which | think may have survived from
WW1). During the course we had to learn how to march
properly, being instructed by a sergeant major from the
Brigade of Guards. Our farewell song in the show we put
on went something like this:

Thanks for the memories of FANY NCOs

Trips to NAAFI shows and ali those silly lectures which
drove us all insane

Thanks for the memories of driving in the rain back, to
drill again

Manys the time we were drowned off

And many’s the time we were ticked off,

But we just told them to B..... off,

We did have fun and no harms done etc etc... (others

may have a better memoryl!)

Then our postings came, we went in all directions, mine
to Larkhill on Salisbury Plain. From there in 1946 | was
posted to the occupation forces in Germany.

In the Lioness No 1 1997, a Mrs Braddock and Mrs
Powles asked if anyone remembered the South Mimms
Transit Camp. Yes | was there on my way to Germany
in 1946 and sailed from Hull to Cuxhaven, to an
eventual destination Bad Oeynhausen. | was driving
Humber Super Snipes there in that terrible winter of
1946/47. 1| met a lovely person in transit too, Daphne
Mullin, great fun with a lovely Irish sense of humour. We
still keep in touch. She is now Daphne Crowley and lives
in Liverpool, so it's not easy for us to see each other
frequently. | had my 21st in Germany.

Demob came in 1947, and | joined the Official Car
Service in London from 1947/48 when | flew out to New
Zealand to visit one of my sisters who had married a New
Zealand pilot here in the war. The flight took 16 days,
because air travel had scarcely begun. | had then to
work to save up enough to come home, which 1 did in
1951. It was quite an experience picking up the threads
again when | did arrive home in 1951. Neither of my
parents were alive. In December 1952 | was married. And
here we are, our Mayoral year ends on May 5th, my
husband having been Mayor of the Borough of Reigate
and Banstead. Something | never thought would
happen in my lifetime, but it has been very interesting.
Our generation were so disrupted by war, my father in

WW1 and me in WW2. We also remember the
30s.......... and my mother was killed in an accident in
1933.

But on the good side, the ATS taught us a lot, we had no
luxuries unless you consider “drawers woollen long ATS
for the use of” luxuries, | am sure we did in the freezing
cold and often drenched through to the skin!! Everyone
was the same and my word we were all in it together.
There were bad times, but | tend to forget them.

You can imagine the thrill when | was on the march in
London to Commemorate VJ Day in London. My husband
was there too. Somehow it took me a bit by surprise
when | met up in Birdcage Walk, and just about everyone
had grey hair! But the determination was there, in spite of
the heat, as there had been 50 years before.

P.S. I don't pretend to be a typist - but I've had a go! | do
enjoy the Lioness.
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TOPS FOR TRACEY

Sucoess for the third time around has come for LCpl Tracay
Rayner when she attended her RS course during April this
year, Mot only did LCpl Rayner Pass the course, she came

lop. Mo m IITRDrOP e g%iun
Extra spaclamayn&r pnli;nmasi’ih& first g@mi"ala i in
the ALC. (Regimental Signal Instructor)

LCpi Rayner joined the Army in 1992 and completed her
basic training al Guikdford. During her dnver fraining at
Leconfiald she attended a preseniation on the Hadio
Operator Trade. From that moment on her only ambition
was 1o be a Radio Operator. Her enthusiasm was so graal
that she was immediately put onio a B2 course and fo her
credit she came lop of the course.

With no expenence of Army life she was posted to B
Regiment in  Munster, Gemmany. Serving in a Transpor
Squadron she scon found harself daployed to MI gaining all
the experence she needed, When that tour was over she
refoined the Regiment, this time in the Radio Troop in
Catterick where they had moved, She aitendad her B1
course in Ociober 1995 and once again came top student,
I July 1996 LCpl Rayner was posted to sunny  Aldershot
where she joined 3S5gt Holdings Radio Troop In 2V
Transport Regiment. Befora attending her RS| course she
was sent io Bosnia and served for 6 monlhs as a
Datachment Commandear with 23 Para Field Ambulanca.

Aprll T 1987 was a very big day for LCpl Rayner; she had
bean working towards her ambition to be an RSl ior along
time and now she was at Leconfield. She said “Sitting
fhera on day one | was very nemvous and wvery
apprehensive. | had heard 50 many horror stories aboat the
course i made me think twice about altending”. She wanl
an to explain I was fold from day one, you were bombarded
with work, 50 much so thal you would not be abla to copsa.
Also, you were expected to know everything and you
would work until the early hours every nighl. I just wasn'l
frue, when you atiend you really need o be at the right
fevel, plenty of expenence and not afraid to stand in front of
a class and talk with authority about your subject, There was
Itz of hard work and plenty of pressure, we worked late
just about evary night but overall it wasn'tat all bad.
The instruciocrs were always there fo help you, including
during the night time and contrary to popular belief they did
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not mess us around at all, Al in all it was a very hand but
enjoyable course”,

LCpl Rayner did very well to come lop of the course against
sarme vary good compeatition. Baing the first femals RS will
ne doubt encourage some  of the olher first class female
radio oparators o attand the same cowrse. She now has
her sights firndy set on being an Instrucior al the Signals
Division. When she reaches the rank of Sergeani, no doubt
ghe will achieve her new aim and be the firsl female
instructor al the Signals Divigion, Coubkd she also be tha first
:E'FH-E]?? Divisional Warrant Officar in the not oo distant
Ll

CLERK MARGAURITE GETS HER MEDALS
50 YEARS LATE

More thar 50 vears after she left the service a former ATS
Clerk applied for her Second Workd War modals,

Mow the Countess Margaurite dAuray she was Margaurile
Whitbread when she joined the ATS as a clerk in Aprd
1841 senving until July 1845, During her service she met
and married a8 Canadian Officer, the Counl d’Auray who
was sanving in  England with the Canadian Army., Thay
refumed 1o Canada after the war, Now a  widow tha
Countess lives mainly in Spain but often visits England.

MNB. If you are entitled to a medal and have not yet
claimed it, please contact: Army  Medal Office,
Government  Bulldings, Droitwich, Worcestershire
WRS BAL. EDITOR

Clerk Morgauriie gets her medals 50 years late



CPL KIRSTY EVANS - MARIE CLAIRE

Marie Claire Magazing in their Careers Seclion
interviewed Cpl Kirsty Evans and the interview is shown
here. PDF Compressor Free Version

SOLDIER

MName: Kirsty Evans,

Age: 24,
Occupation: Lance Corporal  with 27 Transport
Regiment Hoyal Logstic Corps, based at Aldershaol,

Hampshire. Route to job: Kirsty left school after GCSEs
and worked atl Thomas Cook  in Paterboroogh for nina
months before joining the Army in Apnl 1880. After
training az a driver at Laconfisld, Yorkshira, she was
posted  to 41 Squadron Royal Corps of Transport &t
Abdershot for eighteen months, then joined the 1st
Armourad Division Transport Regiment in Germany lor a
year to drive four-tonne trucks. She then went on a six-
month operational tour of Canada, laying minefieids with
the Royal Engineers, betore moving to 1 General Support
Regiment in Germany lor a year, whare sha was
promioted to Lance Corporal, She spent a year at a
Terrtorial Army umit 0 London, running the  transport
saction, then moved to 27 Transport Regiment in
Cctober 1995, In the past year she has reprasented the
Army in the Ladies Nordic SKi Team in Morsay.

Dress: Combat trousers and jackst, regulation boois and
a blue beret,

KIRSTY'S DAY

‘I get up ai Yam, lzave the house at 7. 45am and drive five
minutes 1o work, There are aboul 90 of us in the squadron
and we gather ouiside the squadron offices at 8am. We
are brought fo attenfion by the Regmental Sargeant
Major, have our names called, then fall cut and go to our
dulies. Duite offen | don’t know what my duties will be,
bul it's malnly driving, which usually involves moving
ammunition, troops or storas to different bases.”

‘At tha moment we're training for an operational tour, so
wiz're working to a woekly programme of PT lessons,
leciures, assaull cowrses, driver training, weapon-
handling and firing, and circuit training. We  also spand
whole days on the range, where we practise  firing
weapons, We have a regular Combal Fitness Tesl
(CFT), which s an esghi-mile run In two howrs, carylng
22ib in weight and a weapon. Last wesk we did a “trailar
run' - & team of ten of us had o run round the camp
pulling a traiter for an hour. We coften have lectures
thioughout  the day on anything  from health  and
hygiens to the CGeneva Convenfion, There's a break
from 10am to  10.30am when we go to the NAAFI for
caffes and & snack. Lunch is in the main cock house at
12,30pm lar an hour, Most Wednesdays we have a

sports afterncon, 'If 'm not too exhawvsted by 4.30pm,
whan we finish for the day, I'll go rofierblading, | also
teach disabled children to ski on Saturday momings. 'l
love my job because it's never mundans - there's always
a new challenge. There are about fiftean to twenty other
women in the sguadron, but I'm always competing with
the men. If you keep up with them, you feel you're just
as good as they are. | like the fact that in the Army,
things can change daily. One day you're oul on the
ranges and the pext day you could be off on a tour of
Awanda without warning.'

CAPTION COMPETITION
Al Angecers by 1si Ovlober 1997

Punetoars [ !

n7s



Where are you now?

IF the amswer & ves! Thes contaci:

Chris Bariber Seerglary B0 Dier's, 45 Wikdichouse Rowdl, Leigh an Sea, Essen.
2% S5E, For demifs of farmer collengues apd reuninns,

Wi3a2503 Pte Ann IRVINE

| have received a lefter from W/3B2503 Ple Ann Irving, Jung
1953-66. Her postings included tha Manor House, Latimer
1853, Wilton nr Salisbury 1955, Didcol 1954-55 and
Richmond Park 1956, She servad as a Waltress in the
Officers’ Mess, She is interested in finding Salty Heathcote,
Ann Lydon, Cpl Gwen  Denman, Sgi Nichals, S5gi
Heldens. There i ona person in particular thal she would
ik to contact armd that is Sgt Magor CullardCulian who
was stationed at Didcot in 1854-55. Anyone who knows
Ann, or e whereabouls of her fiends, would they pleasa
contact Ann Deakin - 01785 2490992 - who will pass on tha
irharmation.,

Mrs Lilian Penfold (née White) (W/E4014) would like to
hear from Mrs Murmay (ex Sgth. 64 Downs Avanue,
Easibourne BMN20 8TL.

Mr M Brookes wanls to hear from LGpl Batly Gunirp wiho
was stationed at Shrewsbury, Salop. Please reply to 1
Pine Mall, Heacham, Kirgs Lynn, Norlolk PE3T TAL,

Mrs Joan Ester Maryan (rede Cooper) W/33123 1941 -
1945 ATS would ke to hear from anyone who knew her.
Please reply to 24  Winchester Road, Delapre,
Morthampton M4 BAY,

Mrs Marjorie Ovadia (née Craig) would like fo hear from
any af the 16 mambers of the Teleprinter Secton, 516 Coy
ATS - 3 GHO Signals Caire MELF wha servad with her frarm
1942046, especially Jean  Tasker (nee  Waters), Diane
Timbell (Sgi) Eve Cherry, Joy Webb, Jean McKay {Capd)
and any members who joined the CADMS whilst in Cairo
and who took part in support of  the Banavolent Fund in
“Maid of the Mountans®™ - and Fose Mare in 1943,
Arvvane whio can halp in fracing  these wartime  Triends,
please  contact, Marjore Cwvadia 4 Tysoe Drive, Sutton
Caoldfield, Wast Midlands B7E 20U,

Winifred Mary Letitia Howver. If anyona ramambers her
of krows ol her whereabouts would they oontact fhe
Aszociation HO.
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Mrs Ann DEAKIN [née Butler)

2 Coy 2 Plalcon October 1962
Lingfield

Below is an alphabetical st of all the girls who signed my
photograph on the 27 Movember 1962, Unfortunately, | can
ooly pul & few names to the faces in the photograph,
Woaorking from the left on each row | can identiy:

Back FRow: Tih Helen Tudor

Third Row: 2nd Joan Barratt

Second Row:  Gih Ann Munn; Bth Gina Cartwrght;
last Fiona MacFartane

Front Row; Gth Cpl Churchill; 7th S5gt Mokirm;

gth Cpl "Winky" Hacker; 12th Ann Butler
{me)

2 Uy 2 Platoon Chetober 1962

Arg you ong of the gils in this photograph? Can you pul a
namea o any of the faces in the photograph?  If you can
then please kel me know,

Ann Ball Joan Barrati Ann Basford
Hazel Bolton 5 Butler Geogrgina
Cartwnght

Cpl Churchill Gillian Clark Helen Clarke
Patricia Cotton Carale Dibb Ann Dixon

D C Els June Gabbestas Eileen Grffiths

Cpl ‘Winky' Hacker Rochelle Hall (Tush) Oiive Hartley

Elizabeth Hastings Josie Heath? Laura Higginson
Christine Hill Betty Hulcheson?  Chiig Inman
Jean Jackson Margaret James  Mary Jones
Anne Lowdon Fiona MacFarane SSgt M McKim
Gay Marsden P A Meliors E A Nesworthy
Ann Nunn Margaret Revitl M Robertson
Irene Shaw Crarol Simpson Angela S

Wid16641
Marion Smith Janet Sytvesier Helen Tudar

Wia1erz2
Sandra Weedon Birdy ... Eilgen ...
Janny ... Monty' ...

Contact Ann Deakin {néz Butler), 'Cobblestones’, 2
Chesham Hoad, Statlord 5T16 3JP 01785 249902



Joan Angell and Ann Ryan wish 1o contact

Pal Spragget  Joan Tippett
Vialet (Blue Bell) Paddy (Anna) Ryan

Dorathy Gibbs
Bobby Hall

Iy wer DeBTSCURIROD FIOTEL 10

411-801 Mt Pleasant Road, Toronio, Ontario, Canada

doan Angell

Peggle Ricardi DUDGEON

Whare are vou FORMER Waverly Lawn girls?

Marjorie Cubby  Molly Turme Joan Cavahy
Elsia Wilson Vara Pluckstt  Ellen Gorman
Shirfey Smith  Pearl Goodman

Would lowve to hear from you

Peggie Ricardi Dudgeon, PO Box 858 Murrells Inlet, SC
29576-B174

Are you Incthis photograph? i 50 Mora August woukd love o
hear from you. I's a March Past in Mewbury 5 Wales
somewhere around 1842 - 43 by the G L girls from Heawvy
Artillery Baftery 549, Any replies to N August, 32 Martin
Drive, Whiting NJ DBTS9

Mrs N August

bir Morey would like fo hear from anvone  who might
recognise his mother from this photograph. It was taken
al Glen Parva in Lelcester, Mrs L Morley is seated third
from the right on the front row. Any replies to Mrs L Hollis
(Hon Zec), 3 Parklands Avenue, Groby, Leics LEG 0BL.

- -

Mr Maorley

Mrs Lily QUICKFALL {née McCann)

Whilst browsing through the latest edition of "The Lioness™
Mrs Lily Quickfall {née McCann) thought it would be nice to
maet up or chal to old fiends from 438 (H) AA Battery.
Joan Skelcher, vy Clapsom [Brummig), Joan Hickey, Iy
Williams, Doris Les, vy French, Phyllis Hughes, Mary
Comelius (1942 - 1848) or do vou recognise  yourself on
this phate? All replies  to Mrs Lily Quickfall, 15 Nalson
Haouse, Albert Street East, Grimsby,

Mrs Lily Quickfall
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Mras Chris Wilkes (née Walsh) of 96 Queens Road,
Radclifte On Trant, Mottingham would like to hear from
any WRAC serving at WRAC Centre Guildford 19661968
and Hong Kong 19681968, She served in the Medical
Centras.

Mrs Rosina LBEW {0 mdgsspr Free Version

| would very much like to hear from these girls, If anyone
knows  their whereabouls would they please gat in fouch.

They are from Top Left, Joan Messant, Kay Molfatt
(classmate from  Halbwtt 31 Senior Gids School,
Dagenham, Essex), Doresn Glavin from Bristol. Boltom Left,
Kay Struthers, LCpl Rosina Goddard (myself) and Pairicia
Greensit,

Replies 1o; Rosina Lock, 27 Percy Avenue, Kingsgale,
Broadstairs, Kent CT10 3LB.

Mrz Rosina Lock fnée Goddard)

Mrs Anne BRADSHAW [née Ranyard)

York Milllary Hospital 608 Coy RASC Ambulance Drivers
1845/46

Where are you now?

Lily Gavin - Peggy Stone - Una Birt - Betly Allen - Sudrey
Priestly - Betty Evans - Pam Baxon - Daphne Day -
Margarel Buck - Maureen Walsh -Stella Fulford - Mildred
Smith.

Would kove to get in touch. Anne Bradshaw (née Ranyard)
= L marrbed the guy in the middle 50 vears agell Tel 01530
838798, 77 Castle Rock Dr, Coalville, Laics.

il

York Milifary Hospital 608 RASC Ambulnnee Drivers
TR
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Mrs Crystal REEMAN (née Syrett) Ex 531 (M) HAA Bty

Would like to hear from odd Triends, and in particulars would
like news of Cpl Batty Baxtar who served with Migdle East
Land Forces, The latter went to school with Crystal at
Barrow, Nr Newmarket Please write to “Thresways",
EES;? Road, Bergholt, Suffolk IP9 2DH or Tel: 01473
by L2

Mirs Crystal Beeman {rée Syrettl Ex 531 (M) HAA By

Mrs D DUNBAR

| am trying to trace the gid on the laft of this photo. All | Know
is her name is Margarel. She was on a ship bound for India
at the beginning of 1945, Also Lieutenant Peter Crump
323558 of the WNorthants Regl. Flease contact s D
Dunbar, 43 Beauvala Dr, llkaston. Darbyshire DET 8AY
Tel: 0115 9328790

Mes IV Bundur

Gladys Howarlh (née Semken) would ke to confacl ex
Cpl Syivia Heodgkiss from Waolverhampton who sered with
har for over two yoars (1943/45) with 307 Coy RASC 1 AS
Group or any ofhar mambers of thatl unit. Raplies b 33
Hollywood Lane, Wainscott, Rochester ME3 BAG or Tel:
01634 721507



Mrz Doresn BROOKES (née Green)

Where are yvou Doreen Douglas? The ather Dosean is frving
fo find you?

Repies to: P, RRBICNDP FH¥e SRPTYIFVS

AGW

Dyreen Brookes (nde Green), Dovesn Dowglos,
Luton Hoo, Luton, Beds LU 370

Mrs Jean STOUT (née Nott)

Piease help me Jean Stout (née Mott) to find my Army
friend. Her name was Eve Neve, and we wera with the Ack
Ack site of Aamsgate, Sittingbourna during 1943 - 1944
zee photograph). When disbanded | went to Ordnance at
Mottingham, | have discoverad that Eve wenl abroad. |
wolld be grateful for any halp or information you may have,
Replies 1o: Mrs Jean Sloul, 16 Panrith Road, Harold Hill,
Romford, Essex AMI NS

Mry Jean Stontf (née Noff)

Mrz F E STARKEY, The Mansion House,
Luton Hoo,Luton, Bads LU1 3TQ

Should any of the members of your organisalion have
served at Luton Hoo during the last war, or attended the
Foundation College as it was called, prior o demob; than |
would appreciate  their names 3o that | may get in towch
with thiem.

Mrs Pamela Bence (née Cpl P Brise-Johnson B6348)

Wanis o race any comrades from VRD Charfoury, Oxon,
Replies to: 5 Oxcars Drive, Dalgety Bay, Fife KY11 5UG

Mrs Joan Ester Maryvan [nde Cooper) W/93123

Joan Ester Cooper WA3123 (sea phofograph) would like to
hear from  anyonse who may hava krnown har, Sha was a
driver stationed at Hereford, Blandford and York, Replies
io: 24 Winchester Road, Northampion MNN4 BAY.

Mrs Joan Ester Maryan (rée Cooper] WISSIET

Mrs Sue Steel (née Johnson) is looking for amyone wha
was in 2 Coy B Pin Guildford Aug - Dec 12971 or Sguad
T106 AMP Depot Chichester Dec 71 - Feb 72, Replies to:
Salisbury Branch

Mrs Rachel Davison (née Pre Ray Darling) of 14
Hatfield Housa, Borough Road, Morth Shields, NE28 6JZ,
Would like to  hear from anyone from  West Mool Sub
District or Luton Hoo Eastern Command,
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Mrs L C Duddridge (née Browne) W/68333 ATS Cpl MEREDITH (née Beeston)

| would like to contact any Ex ATS members who took part Where are you now? asks WEB333 ATS Cpl Meredith,
in the Salule the Scidier Campaign during 1942 - 1945, | {née Beeston) Mancy, (known as 'B') seated front, right,
joined _ this exhibition from Cove Camp Famborough  waq ing first ATS Driver at 12th LAA Penhale, Comwal

touring round PP Ra@e nfrprdsse - Facke Sepsignant o400
Sergeant with me, ara you still active?

Replies to: 47 Danes Road, Kings End, Bicester, Oxon Oxg = was Col Church's driver for 3 yrs, and actually had a

BLM. reom of her ownl She would like to hear from amyona on
thesa phofos, Raplies tocMrs N Meredith, 41 Bishton Road,
Albrighton, Mr Wolverhampton, Staffs WYT aLP,

Mrs E. Duddridge (née Browne)

Mrs Marie Roberts 5 looking for anyvone who served with
har at Guildiord in 1966, ses photograph. Replies fo: 100
Scorton Avenue, Lavion, Blackpool, Lancs FY3 THD.

WESIRT ATS Cpl Meredith (néde Beeston)

Derrick Carr is trying to trace Elizabeth (Betty) Mehegan
from . Medhyr Tywdill who served in the ATS on the cadre of
Special Operators Training Squadron,  Replies fo; 46
Homelea Crescent, Lingwood, Nonwich NR13 4BHM,

Miss Mildred Veal is looking for St B A Baines (BIDGE),
Mrs Marie Roberts 30 Milion Court, Ridings Park, York YO3 6PU.
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Blackpool

KMEELER PROJECT KEPT MARIE IN STITCHES

it took 36 holRDICoapresser ihreenyexsion: 1o
create this church kneeler for the Blackpool WHRAC
Association,

Marie, who lives in Scorton Avenue, Layion, mada tha
knesler  from & specially commissioned design  for the
Women's Royal Army Cormps Reunion, attendad by 1000
gx-senvicewomaen, ai the Norbreck Haotel,

it has now been presented to St John's Church, Blackpool.

Marie, who sarved in the WRAC, was helpad by har
neadlecralts wior, Catherine Beaumaont, who teachaes adult
education classas.

Marie joined her Thursday evening class atl St Mary's High
School. 3he i3 a keen parl-iime student and has tried her
hard  al  soft  lumishings, dressmaking and tafoning,

stained glass, caltigraphy, book-keeping and French and is
planning o join a gentle exercise ckass in Saplamber io halp
har arthiritis.

Bev Michae! Manly is preaented with the kneeler by Marie
Hoberts, watched by, from the lefd, (live Driver, Evelyn
Harris and Catherine Beanmond

BLACKPOOL REUNIOM CHURCH PARADE SUNDAY
20 APRIL 1997

(BY WO1{RSM) SIMON)

Parade Commander Parade RSM

Lt Col Westiake WO [RSM) Siman

Detachment Commanders Detachment Warrant Officers

Maj Young WO2 Sleighthalimes
Maj Thomson W2 Denham
Capt Lawrence W2 Thome

SS5gt White

In March, | received a letter from Mrs Fiona White asking
me to fake control of the Grand Reunlon Parade in
Blackpool. My inilial thoughts wera "Ch whaf a nighbmare’.
With just a few weeks to go | took over the reins from W02
Andy Denham, who had already dona most of the hard
Wwiork

Sunday 20 April 1997 soon came around. | arrved at the
church at 1045 hes o find o my astonishment a3 quawse 8
mile long. Spirits were high and there was a warm and
wlcoming atmosphere as | explained the agenda of the
marning to groups of peopka. Al one stage | felt like a fim
star &5 there ware 50 many requeasts for photographs. What
I would ke o know was which lady oflersd me the good
advice that if | wanied my woice o last the day | shouwld
shoul from tha stomach? Afler all | was nat expecting a
problem, as my fonsitls had bean well lubricated  with the
port that | kad had with braakiast,

After a memarabie Church Service  the Wamant Officers
worked quickly and swiltly to fosm up  their detachmenis,
For those looking on it must have been a wondarfud sight,
everyone knew whal they ware doing and  where they
should be. Neverin my 20 years sarvica have | witnessed
such an  evenl. Some 15 minubes later averyone was
formed up with the band in the centra of the parade ard the
standard bearers behind them. Approximately 800 ladies
were awaiting the word of command. In complate silanca
(you could have heard a pin drop) [t came, ‘Cuick March'
they steppad off togethar with the rear detachmeants marking
time, All these ladies marched with pride, heads hald high
and staying in step. (| do believe 1hat they have had
more practice than myselil, Thay weare a credit 1o
themselves, the WAAC, OMAAC, ATS and WRAL. As the
end came, amotions were high as they bade farewell, with
the excaplion of those lades meeting In the British Legion
later, | felt a great elemeant of relief that it was ovar and had
gone so well. My fellow Wamrant Officers and | were
honoured and privileged to have been part of something
which meant so much 1o all those who attended. A day
wihich will live leng in our mamories,

RAFFLE

There were 5o many  donabions o the raffle that we were
unabie to name evenyons individually.

A very big thank you o all thosa who contnbuted.

Editor.

WRAC ASSOCIATION CHURCH KMEELER
MADE BY MARIE ROBERTS (BELACKPOOL BRANCH)

Drder Codae KGT 322

1-2 Kits £35.75 sach plus post & packing U3.50.
Lettering exira 85p letter.

Size 14" x 10" x 3"

& holes to Inch,

Took 36 hrs to do, including making up

¥,525 cross stitchas
Dretais from; Jacksons of Hebdan Bridge
Cralt Mill

Hebden Bridge

West Yorkshine HXT 8AP
Telaphona: 01422 B42964
Fax: 01422 842385
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Number of

Ticket

016633
011699
004286
003870
008934
007941
009574
009170
015353
004103
008340
016171
017127
011253
013259
002536
010739
019013
004356
002375
016096
019302
010833
019136
018060
014868
010688
607306
004520
019151
003895
018450
003620
000997
015753
003923
008809
002132
013803
010456
017095
007149
002333
008628
007300
014555
018677
007586
009969
018058
001530
019187
013790
007373
008844
008997
003167
006879
012352
007720
002126
000339
002095
008051
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RAFFLE HELD AT WRAC REUNION DRAWN ON SATURDAY 19TH APRIL 1997

Name

PDF @Hh%?i’é%or Free Versioffhy!
B. Lister B

W. Hooton
D. James

J. Wilson
M. Evans
M. Bowing
D. Partridge
R. Lock

A. Matthews
G. Manderson
Debbie R.
M. Cox

D. Vernon
M. James
M. Mitchell

Seward Australis

D. Tiplady
W. Simon

C. Woodward
M. Ricards
A. Hudson
E.R. Griffiths
B.M. Laverick
vy ?

B. Swift

H. Thompson
D. McGee

A. Farlow

J. Hayward
J. Friend

B. Venworth
B. Giriffin

S. Grafton

P. Taylor

A. Moir

S. Whitehead
L. Hayes

I. Carroli

D. Gabbott
K.P. Gibson
P. Johnson
G. Black
Mrs. Goodwin
J. Lynne

.G. Rounds
M. Daniels
Malicock
Scammell
J.M.

M. Sutcliffe
F.K. Head

A. Brown
D.M. Reid

J. Leyland
I.P. Mulley

E. Shepherd
M. Howard

B. Smith
K.R. Rigby
J.A. Wood

E. Alexander
P. Elson

N. Judge

Branch

arnsley
Bury St Edmunds
Medway
Blackburn
Cleveland
Leicester
Piymouth
Canterbury
R.H.Q.
Bucks
Wrexham
Aldershot
Liverpool
Leeds
Keighley
Room 17
Hull
Beconsfield
Fife/Tayside
Wrexham
Bradford
York
Gt. London
Cardiff
Bucks
Colchester
Wilmslow
Richmond
Gt. London
Medway
Birmingham
Wincanton
Hereford
Blackpool
Stockport
Accrington
Sheffield
Newcastle
Manchester
Gt. London
Wilmslow
Perth and Tayside
S. Wirral
Channel Isles
Wolverhampton
Somerset
Crewe
Gt. London
Cardiff
Shipley
Gt. London
Newcastle
Gt. London
Accrington
Accrington
Coventry
Blackpool
Dumfries
Crewe
Sheffield
Glasgow
Sheffield
Rochdale

Number of Prize

CoONOOTODAWN =

Wine

Food Hamper

Travel Voucher

£50.00 Voucher

Bottle of Whisky

M&S £10 Voucher
Whisky

£25.00 Voucher

Work Basket

Jewellery Box
Olympus Camera
Pack of Bedding

Kettle

Wine and Silver holder
Cool Box

Whisky

Tea Party Basket
Calculator

Rowenta Brush (Electric)
Hair styling brush
Hamper

Wine

Hand Vac

Set of Cases

Set of Towels

£15.00 Cash

VIP for the Day
£50.00 Voucher
National Garden Voucher
Bottle of Brandy

Bottle of Whisky
Flower Vase

Case of Wine

£5.00 Voucher

Meal for 4

£10.00 Boots’ Voucher
Meal for 4

Table Mats
Spellmaster

Desk Fan

Hamper

Tablecloth

£15.00 M&S Voucher
Wine Voucher

M&S Voucher

Wine

Whisky

Sherry

Surprise Parcel

Tin of Biscuits

Holiday toilet bag
Glass Dish

£25 Tyre Voucher ATS
Meal for two

Jewellery Box

Bird Watching Voucher
Bottle of Whisky

Pr of Edinburgh Crystal candlesticks
Surprise Parcel
Crystal Bottle

Travel Clock (Batteries)
Clock

Toiletries and Hangers
Bottle of Whisky



Blackpool

PDF Compressor Free Version

byl Bronch seiting off

A might ont af Thornton Cleeeleys = Eastbourne Hronek Daphoe Jervis née Prior recetring ber Cerfificate of
Approcigtion from Brigadier Aane Field, Ch, CBE

Enjoyving o gloss of wine of the Secrefaries Lonch
THE ToPr TARLE
L« K Brig. Field, The Mayor of Blockpood, Col. Morrioff,
Mra Hemmings af fhe Grosd Rewnion
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The Church Queue
The Crews Branch al Dipner

London Branch af Dinner

Hlandards fo Chaerch

O fo the Parade Members of SBalisbury Branch go to Church



Ready for the Off (in Porode




i
17 Yl
e
|
e =i ]
-

L, Col. 5. Weestlake - Parade Commonder

Wikl (RSM) Simon Parade RSM
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Blackpool Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor

My members HAlRFa6kedmpa s sendtooe egMeatsli omnks
for all the kind letters received for our work in making the
1997 Reunion go so well, “Well done Fiona”.

Our member from Canada, Mavis Wannamaker, was with
us and we all enjoyed meeting her.

We still have some souvenir tea-towels and will giadly
forward same on request.

“Once again thank you all. Come again.

Olive Driver JP
(Secretary Blackpool Branch)

Dear Editor

| attended the Grand Reunion last week with a friend, with
whom | served. We both enjoyed it very much and thought
the standard of the hotel and the food was excellent.

However, one thing seriously spoiled our weekend, and |
felt it was important to let you know our thoughts on this
matter, so that you could pass our comments on to the
relevant quarters.

We had indicated on the booking form that we wished to
attend the Church Service, and we did book early in the
year. When we reached the Church on the first available
transport, and having queued for over half an hour in the
cold, we were told that there were no seats, indeed, no
room at all. An official said perhaps we might stand, even
the gallery was full, also the porch. Since | recently had a
major operation | could not possibly have stood for the
service.

On waiting for a taxi to take us back to the hotel we met a
very distressed lady who had come especially from Ontario
for the Reunion. She was just given a copy of the Order
of Service. Since she was walking with two sticks and was
crippled with arthritis, we did feel that this should be
brought to your attention. | think you will agree, a most
unsatisfactory situation.

Why were tickets not issued, as in St. Paul's on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee in 19887

| understand that the Norbreck Castle Hotel was prepared
to allow the service in the baliroom, and the march past
outside. Surely this would have been more satisfactory?

We should be grateful if you would pass on these comments
to whoever was in charge of making the arrangements.

Mrs Joan Riggs
(Exeter Branch)

The numbers we were given from the proformas sent out
indicated that St. John’s Church could accommodate
everyone. The Norbreck was never considered as a
venue for Church.

Sadly we were not able to issue yet another set of tickets
as we did not have enough staff to cope. Editor.

Dear Editor

Please pass my thanks to all those “behind the scenes”
personnel who made the 1997 Reunion such a “grand”
affair. Logistically it must have been a nightmare but on
the night, for us attendees anyway, it appeared fault-
free.

It was my first Reunion and | was staggered to see 997
seated for dinner and all credit to the Norbreck Castle
Hotet for producing such a good meal - and it was hot - a
feat in itself | thought.

| was delighted to see some “old” faces - Audrey Purton,
Janet Lawson and the every youthful “Bimbo” Colman.

The Band of the AG Corps gave a superb performance
and, as ever, their choice of music was spot on.

Allin all, a great night and hopefully, 1 shall be there at the
next one.

Sue Steel (nee Johnson)
(Salisbury Branch)

Dear Editor

I would like to extend my personal thanks for a wonderful
weekend at Blackpool. The accommodation, the facilities,
the food, and of course, the atmosphere, was terrific. |
congratulate you, your Committee and the Blackpool
Branch for the undoubted success of the weekend. The
weekend will be talked about for many a long day because
it was GREAT. Comments such as “brilliant”, “a smashing
weekend”, “good Reunion wasn't it” have been repeated
over and over again so | think you can take it we all enjoyed
ourselves. Let’s repeat it again in the year 2000.

My personal recommendation for a venue, in the year 2000,
would have to be the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool. A
suggestion to overcome the problems of overcrowding at
the church would be to bring the church to the Norbreck
Castle. The Norcalympia, where the Grand Dinner was
held, would be ideal. Transport would be unnecessary, the
disabled would have fewer problems and the hall would
be able to accommodate everyone for the service. If you
can secure the services of the Reverend Brian Stevenson
once again, to give the Address, then you can guarantee
that everyone will travel home with a smile on their face.

Once again, my thanks and appreciation
concerned for all the hard work.
weekend.

to everyone
It was a memorable

Ann Deakin (nee Butler)
W/416734 1962-1965
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Dear Editor

| attended the ATS/WRAC Association Grand Reunion at
the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool 18-20th April 1997
and was very disappointed the programme did not conform
to that advertispgHqrigi i i o gth
of which many ex Sgg?valg? ol;qaegns %ﬁfﬁ@m his
contravened the Trades Description Act. ‘Outings to local
areas of interest’ did not take place, nor did the ‘Reception
hosted by the Mayor of Blackpool’. There were insufficient
raffle tickets for sale which were unavailable from 2 hours
prior to the draw. Personnel attending this sort of event are
mostly very elderly; infirm; and some handicapped, and did
not think they were expected to wander about not knowing
what they were supposed to do. Not even cloakroom
facilities were provided for those coming into the hotel to
attend the dinner, until eventually reception came to the
rescue, and provided coat racks so that the ladies needn’t
carry them with them all evening.

The dinner and band entertainment was enjoyable;
everything else lacked proper organisation, and unless
future reunions show no improvement I'm afraid a large
number of ex-Service ladies will think twice before spending
so much money on travel and hotels, for a non event.

E Duncan Ex Sgt
(Leicester Branch)

Cloakroom facilities were available in the foyer from 6pm
onwards. Raffle tickets were on sale in Branches, and at
Blackpool from Friday evening onwards. Editor.

Dear Editor

On attending the “Grand Reunion” at Blackpoo! last
weekend, had to pen a few lines, as the small group of us
from Leicester (not Leicester Branch) were very
disappointed at the organization.

| do feel, thought should have gone into that a very large
number of ladies were disabled and partially disabled and
not able to get about very well. Some arrived after lunch on
Friday and never left the “Norbreck” until Sunday morning
when transport was laid on. A couple of coach outings
during Saturday would have been appreciated | am sure, as
a large number said they would not attend a “Reunion”
again. The last Reunion in Glasgow was so well organized
and the members, not as young as some, thoroughly
enjoyed the coach outings laid on.

| did ask one of the “Blackpool” ladies on duty about the
above, and she said “They have the AGM and the
Swimming Pool and they can take taxis and the tram into
Blackpool!

| understand too that a cloakroom was not organized until
later, as members were asking us, who were staying at the
“Norbreck”, to look after their coats as they had nowhere to
put them.

| would add the “Dinner” was enjoyed by all and the Band
was excellent.

Barbara Lannon (Mrs)
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Dear Editor

We all had a wonderful time at Blackpool and thank the
Committee for the hard work they must have done in
organizing such a large event. A special thank you should
of course be given to the members of the Blackpool Branch,
they must have been exhausted by Sunday evening.

Mrs Betty France
Hon Social Secretary

ATTENTION!
ALL BENEVOLENT FUND
KNITTERS

Yes, | mean you; All the Ladies who have kindly
provided me with jumpers, cardigans, hats, gloves,
scarves etc for the Benevolent Fund throughout this

past year. Congratulations to you all, through your
efforts we have been able to send woollens to 70
families in 1996. A huge leap from 43 families in
1995. | know that | have written to you all, but | thought
it would be a good idea to tell all the readers of the
Lioness about the wonderful work you do on our behalf
throughout the year.

For those that are wondering what this is all about, the
Benevolent Fund is very fortunate in having a loyal
band of Ladies and Association Branches around the
country who knit a variety of children’s clothes from
baby size up to large 10 year olds. These are then
forwarded to me as the Benevolent Fund’s
representative, for dispersal.

Through the work of the Benevolent Fund, we hear of
former members of the Corps who require our help from
time to time. In addition to its normal work, the Fund
operates a system, whereby families with children aged
10 years and under are sent parcels of excellent hand
knitted woollies made by former ATS and WRAC
Ladies. Many of the woollens are “made to order”, for
example, there was a situation earlier in the year when
we have several very well buiit 10 year olds, and
nothing suitable to hand — a quick letter to our Ladies
and back came unisex jumpers of all colours as well as
the ubiquitous school grey — to fit the requirement. For
my part, and having spoken on the telephone and by
letter to many of “my Knitters”, it is a most satisfying
way for us to continue feeling part of “the family” which
we all joined, and also to feel that we can still help one
another. Some of my Ladies, who are part of this huge
countrywide Knitting Circle, have told me that they
themselves have been helped in the past by the
Benevolent Fund and now they very much enjoy being
able to help in return. That all the goodies which are
sent to our families are welcome is borne out by the
number of letters we receive back at Association
Headquarters at Worthy Down. It is a joy to be able to
give, but it is an even greater joy to know that the gift is
most welcome!

If you would like to know more about the work we do,
and perhaps join our Knitting Circle, please let me
know. | look forward to hearing from you.

Mrs Babs Mitcheson
King’s Hill Cottage
Netheravon
Wilts SP4 9PL
01980-670285




Gunners’ Corner

10 GIALS REUMNION

Reunion in HIMDEE€ ompressor FEregNVersionars
Radar Operators for 612 ‘B’ Ballery HAS arourd Newpor
and Cardiff 1543-44_

07 GIRLES REUNTON
Lt B Gepene Evans, Bedty Sedtle, Mary Wilson,
dewn Galbraith, Ida Jaweti, oy Finch, Peggy Akers,
Brenda Palmer, Moira Parkin, Edie Rus

THE REUNION OF THE
93RD SEARCHLIGHT REGIMENT RA HELD
IN NOTTINGHAM ON15M16 MARCH 1997

On the 15 and 16 March 1897, the ladies held their
annual  Regimental Reunign in Motiingham at  the
Wesiminster Holel, The stalf were kind ard attentive at all
limes. The Westminster will be recommended | am sura by
all the ladias.

Sawee of the fadies wwho alftended the reanion

Onthe Saturday night, at dinner. we wera entertained by
the South Mothinghamshire Hussars' bamd  which  was
arfangad by Alan Booth, the son-in-law of one of our
ladies. They playved light music for us during dinrer  and
afterwards we had a sing-a-long which we all enjoyed.
Afterwards the bandsmen left to go 10 a previous
angagement which they had delayed on our behalf,

On Sunday morning, after breakfast, the ladies who wished,
were faken along to the Hussars' museum which is a little
way outside tha City limits, They found this very interesting,

it was graat for all three batteries to be so well represanted
ochoe again ard the camaradens was wordariul,

The orgeniser, Wes E Lopham, with the members of
fhe South Nottinghamshive Hussors

The next reurson will be held in Learmington Spa on the
weekend of 4 and 5 April 1998, Looking forward 1o seaing
all the giris again, and perhaps some others who haven’
yet been able to join us.

Information will bie sent out to all In due course. Please
write to Mrs Lapham at the address given if you wish to
ko e, | owill write to everyone on the mailing st

Thanks to evanyone who sent me such lovely letters,

Mrs E LAPHAM

31 Barnfiald Road East
Stockport

Cheshira

SKIBTT

477 HAA (M) BTY RADAR MEMBERS

Where are you?  Sgi's Madge Waltars, Peggy Hods and
Betty Palmer, Ple's Alice Preen, Mora Spence, Lyndsey
Willams, Migge Mitchell, Red McMurdo, Gladys Pottar,
Pta Hipwall, Dot Firlh

Contact Rita Luckman (now Fellows) - 01684 577063

323 AND 438 BTY

biss Catherine Mayor would like 1o hear from anyone who
served in the above regimeanis

34 Mountcombe Close
Upper Brighton Road
SURBITOM

KTE 6L

13



544 (M)H AA BTY

I enclose two photos of 554 [(M)H AA Bty, The girls on
molorcycle pholo were friends of my lale wile Mavis {néde

P am oG AR PO

I read the Lioness from cover fo cover and find it vary
noslalgic and | also lind olher men who read it via their
wives enpoy it

Mr W COURT
harsh Acres

High Lane
Sloothby-Alford
Limzs LN13 9NR

A )

L to R: Bizzie Desmond (Kenid), Jean Green (Bristoll,
Louren Johnston (Powys)

§dd Mived HAA Battery » Do nod Ernow nemes

41 ACK ACK BTY

Mrs STELLA MOSS née DAY wants 1o hear from anyone
from the above Ballery.
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566 COASTAL DEFEMCE REGT RA

A lot is written ghout the girls in Heawy Ack Ack bul no
mention is made about the ones in Coastal Defence RBA.

We ware plotters in Coast delence with 566 Coast Ragl
based at the Citadel in Plymouth and stationed at the
Gun Placemenis al Wembury Point  on the Coast.
Shipping was our “interest”, We have recently had a
Reunion in the lovely cily of Plymouth {now of course
completely rebuilt) and a great time was had by all. Cur
third meeting in over fifty vears. Wembury is now HMS
Cambridge.,

Feggy BAKER née Bush

WOODHOUSE EVES

I am a sledent at Sunderland University and | am
currently gathering information concerming the ladies
of the ATS, paricularly those stationed af
Woodhouse Eves during the war vears. | would love
iz hear from ladies who would ke o share their
mermaories with me. 1 can assura you of the utimast
respect for your privacy,

I can be conlacted at the following address:
12 Tower Strael
Hendon
Sunderiard
Tyne & Wear SH2 BNF

ar Tel; 0191 565 &700

“THE CANAL ZONERS"

If any Ex-ATS who sarved in the Suez Canal
Zone wish to join "The Canal Zoners” they
should write to:

Mr Godfrey Jezzard
16 Bridgeway
Twickenham

W27l

For details of the proposed Association




Branch News

Ayrshire Branch

Our branch had 0K ComRKkess ok Lxess Yebsionour

members over the past two years. Our Honorary President,
Mrs Joyce Neilson, died just a few months after celebrating
her 100th birthday. Mrs Neilson was the founder of our
branch and was an inspiration to all of us. Mary McLean,
who had served in the WAAF and was an associate
member of the branch, died last year and recently Grace
McTavish and Betty McCaw passed away. They are all
greatly missed by the members.

We continue to meet monthly for bar lunches which have
proved very successful. Our secretary Jenny Hill had a
serious iliness last year and we were grateful to the other
office bearers who kept the branch going. At our AGM we
had the usual allocation of funds to charities, which included
a donation of £140 to Erskine Hospital for ex-servicemen
and women raised by personal donations of members at the
bar lunches.

We have enjoyed two joint reunions with the local WRNS
Association and these were very happy occasions.

Berwick Branch

Although our numbers have dropped considerably, some
moving to be near their families, others have gone to the
Parade Ground in the sky, we still meet regularly. We used
to meet in the British Legion Club, but were moved to a
room where we were unable to have tea-making facilities.
We now meet in the Kings Arms Garden Restaurant,
where we enjoy good food, grand company and fun
galore!

Congratulations on producing such a splendid Lioness this
time. It's good reading from cover to cover.

Blackpool Branch

On the 16 May, we had a lovely lunch at Muttens Restaurant
in Cleveleys and plan a trip to York in June when friends are
also invited.

Our lunch with the Lancashire Regiment is scheduled for
November this year. We had a great day last year, visiting
their Museum and lunch in the Sergeants’ Mess was just
great.

We are a new branch, only 3 years old, with 52 members
and meet every third Friday at the RBL Club in Thornton-
Cleveleys directly opposite the bus station and have a
great chip shop opposite.

So if you should be in Cleveleys any third Friday call and
see us. All welcome.

Bradford Branch

The Bring and Buy sale at Undercliffe Cricket Club was
a great success. This year we were pleased to have the
Dunkirk Veterans join us. This was a most enjoyable day
with £130 profit to swell the funds. Thanks again to lvy
Wheelhouse who arranged the use of the tea-rooms for
the day.

A large contingent travelled to Harrogate to attend the
dedication of a bench to the memory of Monica Bradley,
in recognition of her long and valued service to the
Association. After a short service, attended by many
members from the North East, we proceeded to the
Church of St Peter the 75th
Anniversary of the Royal British Legion. Many thanks to
the ladies of the Harrogate Branch for the wonderful tea
provided by them.

for a service to mark

The AGM was held in September in order to send balance
sheets in early as requested. As this was the same date
as the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Elsie Walmsley
and husband Jack we also had an impromptu party. Our
best wishes for many more happy years together. (No
more broken ankles please, Elsie.)

We were invited to the Civic Service of the.Lord Mayor of
Bradford held in Clayton Parish Church in October.

The North Eastern Reunion was held at Marton Hall
Country Club and hosted by Cleveland Branch. After a
magnificent luncheon the aforesaid ladies entertained
everyone with a concert, which was thoroughly enjoyed
by ail present.

In November, the Festival of Remembrance was held at
the St George’s Hall. This was a very special occasion as
it was the 50th Anniversary of it being held. This was
followed a week later by the Remembrance Day Parade
and service in Bradford.

The annual lunch for the Veterans of the 14-18 War was
held on the 16 November. Our one surviving veteran, Mr
Harry Holmes, was to celebrate his 99th birthday three
days afterwards, and to this we also invited the Dunkirk
Veterans, who all agreed it was ‘a right good do’.

Our Christmas lunch was at the Pine Room of Bradford
University. A very good meal was enjoyed by all.
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Canterbury Branch

In earty March of this year, Marjorle Jones ex ATS
and member of Canterbury Branch, was admilled to the
William Harvep ' 36’ Hered Mor sk bed
WES 8 very unhappy lady named Violet Sluart who had
moved to Wye a year ago following the death of her
husband so as to be nearer to her daughter.
Unfortunatety she had not settled In the town and had
made no friends or contacts. In conversation, Marjorie
discovered Violet had served Inthe ATS during the war
but had nol heard of the Association. Violet's daughter
regularly visited her Mum in Hospital and always wore a
pendant of the Royal Morlolk Regiment in which her
tather served. Marjorie's husband landed in  Normandy
with the same Regiment and has faint memornies of Sqt
Stuart.

Violet weith the Viear of Wye, BE Reo Davild Stwart-Smith,
Rev David Bay with Marjorie Jones looking on

Joyce Haynes, also of Canterbury Branch, wvisited
Marjorle in  hospltal and found that Viclet lived only a
short distance away in Wye, but they had never met

Since relurning home, Marjorie and Joyce have wisited
often and Violet is now & very proud member of
Canterbury Branch and although unable to attend
meetings due fo illness, is keen to hear all the news

The Hospice staff felt that Violet would be more
comfortable on a recliner chair, SSAFA were contacted
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and Inno tima at all funds were donated by the WRAGS
Assn, Royal MNorfolk Regiment  Assn,  Normandy
Veterans Assn Folkestone Area, the Royal British Legion
Makdstone and the RBL Ashiord Branch and the chair
was delivered quickly,

The Vicar of Wye visited Violet often and she expressed
a wish lo be confirmed. It was decided 1o hold the service
while she was still able to go to the Parsh Church. So,
on a lovely sunny afternoon, accompanied by her lamily
and friends, over 50 in all, Violet was confirmed by the
tormer Bishop of Rochester. R Rev David Say. The
lesson was read by Joyes and Veronica, Warden of the
House where Viclot lives, sang a solo, Violet proudly
wore her Association badge on her dress, Alterwards all
returned fo Violal's home where tea was enjoyed and she
thanked everycne ltor their support on  this  har very
special day. Although she is aware of her condition,
Violet is now a contanted lady with many friends who
visit reguiarly. Without these comtacts in Hospital and
through the Association, perhaps mone of the above
would have happened to a now happy Violel Stuart.

We have proved that "Esprit de Corps” still lives on in our
lives.

Cardiff Branch

We still continue to have our Branch mesetings, on the
second Tuesday of each month for which we have very
good attendances of between 22 and 30 members. Also
we have very good raffles at each ons, and our popular
Bring & Buys twice a year, and had four new members
since Fabruary,

Ten of us had a very entertaining afternoon in May at
Harry ARamaden’s, which in the near future | am sure we
will be repeating. We would like 1o thank the Blackpool
Branch members for the wonderful weekend we spent at
the Grand Reunion and the work they did for that
weekend, also not forgefting the imprassive church
servica on the Sunday maorming.

We are looking forward very much be ihe Beunion in
Coventry in Seplamber,

Chelmslord Branch

Ouwr first Meeting of the New Year saw us welcoming two
members from the Samaritans. They cover a very large
area of Mad-Essex and apart from the work they do at their
Headquarters in Chelmslord they also have a van with a
soundproof room in I which they take fo pop festivals,
agricultural shows elc. Some of their volunieers also visit
Chelmsford Prison  where some of the inmates take up
training fo help others in tha prisan who are suffering from
sirass.



February brought us a new member whom we welcomed
warmly. We manage to keep our membership up in spite of
our increasing age! Today’s meeting was a general get
together, business, then a chat over a cup of tea and

biscuits, followed by some games of Hoy organised by one
of our membegi)fvr éompressor Fyl‘ee Version

In March, we welcomed Sister Peggy Boyne who spoke to
us about her life in the Church Army. She was most
amusing, as well as being very informative. A Singles Club
is being opened shortly in Chelmsford for single, divorced,
separated and widowed women, and Daphne Attridge, our
Secretary, was able to give further details to those who
. were interested. We have a tablecloth with the ATS Motif
embroidered on it, together with the names of all of our
members and now new members are being invited to put
their names on it too.

April brought us a fascinating talk by Rusty Ryan who
served as a WAAF Officer during the War, working in
Intelligence and using her fluent German in breaking down
the German codes. Her talk ended too soon and we are
hoping that she will come back again to tell us more.

In May, we held our May Fayre where members
contributed cakes, clothes, plants, books and items for the
White Elephant Stall. Everyone is very generous and we
make a good profit which goes towards subsidising our
Christmas Party. We had a very enjoyable visit to a pretty
little Essex Village called Steeple Bumpstead where we
met a very vivacious lady called Julie and her assistant,
Caroline. Julie unveiled the mysteries of chocolate
making and afterwards a very good tea was provided and
we were able to purchase some of the products she had
been demonstrating.

Ten of our members attended the AGM at Blackpool and the
general consensus of opinion was that it was extremely well
organised and most enjoyable. Congratulations to all those
involved in it!

By the time this report goes to print we shall be going on
our annual holiday to Warners - this time to their latest hotel
at Littlecotes, near Newbury. We are well known at the
various venues for, as a Group, we are prepared to take
part in the various quizzes, fancy dress, swimming and any
other pursuit.

Chester Branch

The last twelve months at the Chester Branch has been a
mixture of sunshine and sorrow - as sadly it is for many of
us.

We have lost several members not the least, Molly Coulter
from Ellesmere Port, who had been a loyal and much
liked member of the Branch. Molly presented the Branch
with the Standard and she will be long remembered.

The highlight of our year was arranging a reunion for all the
Branches in our area. This was held at the Town Hall,

Chester, on July 17 1996. We were honoured by the
presence of the Lord Mayor of Chester who confessed that
she was totally amazed by our potted histories of our
various service with the ATS and even more amazed by our
vigour. Colonel Batchelor was our special guest and we
take this opportunity of thanking her for her ever present
support. At the end of the day we were able to forward
£400.00 to the Benevolent Fund. All Branches of the North
West Group supported us and we have had appreciative
compliments from nearly all Branches attending, especially
the very kind remarks made by the Manchester Branch. A
special thank you to them and to our hard working
members.

We have obviously had a very busy and interesting year.
Sadly our standard bearer for many years, Mrs Pam
Bowdler, had to stand down owing to ill health, but as
always a willing and excellent volunteer succeeded, Mrs
Molly Chopin, who has continued to carry our standard very
proudly - indeed as we are of her - to the Remembrance
Parade in Chester Cathedral, the Reunion in Blackpool
and other parades to which we are invited.

Members attended the special birthday party held by the
Southport Branch - we say have more birthdays! The Tea
Dance was hosted by The Rhyl Branch. Believe me, Rhyl
Branch, as befits a Welsh seaside town, can really push
the boat out. They hosted a remarkable afternoon and
are to be congratulated on the happy atmosphere and the
wonderful home made buffet. The only blot on the
afternoon was when our very popular secretary, Mrs Vera
Hamblett, in collecting:a magnum of champagne slipped
and hit the floor rather harder than she would even if she
had already sampled the champagne; fortunately there
were no bones broken and the Town Hall staff are not
polishing the floor as vigorously as they used.

We welcomed three new members during the year and
continue to have a very pleasant meeting with tea and
biscuits in a very welcoming hote! in Chester.

The same hotel put on a super Christmas Lunch for us and
although we might not have got as “tiddly” as we did 50
years ago, we enjoyed ourselves tremendously.

All our members have asked that we put on record their
grateful thanks for the “Lioness”. We feel the magazine
does more to keep us together and also leave us hopelessly
nostalgic than anything else in the Association. A very
excellent Journal which never fails to leave us dewy eyed.

We remember the wet and cold and the scratchy khaki -
the ablutions which always left a lot to be desired, the
PT, the cold showers, cold huts and wet feet and whisper
it, sometimes, not so hot food. But above all that we
remember the laughter and fun, that friend who was
always there to help, the different places we all finished
up in, that rather handsome airman or was he a corporal
in the REs or was it the RAs or was it the RAF? We
remember those who did not return and whom we have
lost since but now, as then, most of all we remember
each other.
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Colchester Branch

We now have 143 members and meelings ara still well
attendad,

PDF Compressor Free Version

COLCHESTER

There were soveral heavy snowlalls In the Colchester area
during January making travelling difficult. However, 45
brave souls came 10 ow  monibly meeling and were
emertained by a group of four lady musicians, They were a
light-hearted group with a greal sensa of humaur and weant
down well with our mince pies. It urned out o be a lively
and happy meesting for all of us.

During February we had the pleasure of meating the autbor,
Imogen Corrigan, who is  af the moment working an a
ook aboul the ATS. Sha was most interested to hear the
many fales we were able io recount about our timea in the
Sanice. Al the star of cur mesting wa received the sad
news of the death of one of our much loved members, hy
Bracegirdle, al the age of BS. vy, who lor some years
remembered all cur binhdays and ilnesses without fail, was
a remarkable woman and happiest whan helping others,
She  joined the ATS in 1838 and served in the Rifle
Brigade as W1199. Afler sevaral postings she was drafled
io Mo 1 ATS Clerical Company in Mairobi (Kenya) and
demobbed in October 1946 with the rank of WO (SO845),
Oine of her most memorable expenances was o receive
the first teleprinier message announcing ne end of ne
wiar in Europe, Sha was awarded the Cerlificate of Good
Senvice by Eastern Command HOQ and her othar
dacorations  included the 1935049 Star Defence Medal,
and Territorial Efficlency Medal. Some years atter ho war
sha and her huosband, Jack, wers founders of the
Wivenhoe branch of the Guide Dogs  for the Bling
Association. Her fumeral was attanded by a guard of
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horsowr mounted by our members in memory of a truly
remarkable woman,

Al our monthly meeting in March we were given g
tascinating demonstration by Mrs Small on the subject of
eqg decoration, She showed us her vaned collection of
beauiifufly decorated eggs of all sizes which was most
imterosting. Alzo durimg March  we enjoyed a meal al
Clacion Golf Club - always an event 10 look forward o
During the month | notoed the obiuary notica in the Daily
Telegraph of Brigadier Dama Mary Tyreehitt who had died
aged 93, It was interesting that  two of our members
remamberad her well. Helan Thompsan, who was her Chisl
Clerk at one time, and Louisa Care who met her while on an
NCOs course. Durireg this mondh we also  lost owr oldest
member, Jesske Cook, who had anly recently celebrated her
0th Bithday. Sadly she did not sea har photograph ina
recent edetion  of Lioness, Once again we were proud 1o
mount a guard of honour at her funaral.

In Aprl, 15 of our members, including ouwr Secretary Vera
Cole, attanded the AGM at Blackpoo! and despite the oold
waather zaemed to have enjoyed thamsslves, Mow we ars
looking forward o the sumimer months and have several
outings planned so we aré keeping our ingers crossed for
SOIME NICE SLNMY weathar,

Ty Bracegivdle whao died aged 85 af Colehester



Crewe Branch

We started celebraling Christmas early by having a
Christmas ouling al the very popular Stapeley Water
Gardens HE::“EEHMigI at the end of er, Far our
Chrstmas outhdH SQIRESSSOTLkEe e Ner sidnayr
friends and relafives enjoyed an evening at Crewe Theatnz
1o see the pantomime starming Gorden Kaye and other TV
favourites.

We then had a break wnbil the February mesting when wea
planmed ouf  fund raising activities for the year. On
February 15, our member Elsie Walton tock a party of us
oul to lunch at the Dana Bank College, Crewse, which was
very pleasant. Since then she has baeen il in hospital but |
am pleased fo say she is now recovenng al home, So wilth
oiir good wishes o her, we hope she will s00n be joining us
afain.

Our Chadrman, Betty Pation, attended the 93nd 51 REG
Feunion at Noiftingham on March 15 She had a very
pleasant weekand and sends best wishas to har searchiight
friends. The Branch was imdled 10 a dance on March 22
ghven by the Royal Mannes Association, Stoke-on-Trent
Several of us were able to go and we were made very
welcoma. |1 was a lovely avening,

M course, A group of us went 1o the Grand Reunion af
Blackpool cn Apnl 18, In spite of the iravel difficulties thal
day we all managed to get there. It was a very enjoyabla
waekend, The hotel was greal and they coped with us all
marvaliously, It 5 8 wonderful fesling when so many  of us
get together in comradeship as it is something we all cherish
very misch

Chur first fund ralser this wear was on Apnl 12 when we held
a charity stall in Crewe Market which did very well. We are
having a Gala Dance on May 15 al the Crosville Club
Crawe. We arg also holding our annual Cofles Moming al
Mantwich on May 31, The Branch has been imdted foa
Sith Anniversary Might with the Roval Afillery Association
Morth Staffs on May 27 which we ara [ooking forward o,

We shall be attending the usiwal civic and senice parades
and we also hope to fit some social oulings in, oo, during
the summer period, one of which is an invitation from Bhyl
Branch o a Welsh Tea on July 24, We are hoping some of
ug will be able 1o go to that,

Lodies af the Bronch af Siopeley Water Gardens

Dacorum Branch

Dur Branch here continues to flounsh, our membership has
now nsen o 36 and we  are stll thrving., Our manthily
meatings, at the Scout  Hall, Queensway, Hemel
Hempstead on the first Tuesday of each month, from 2-
dpm, are well attended,

In January we all enjoyed a talk on Gulde Dogs for tha Blind
given by Jill Graves, & puppy walker who brought her
puppy with her, Bolh were brillkant,

For our meeting In March we had a  falk from Ruth
Chapman, the Dacorum Councill Woodlands Cificar, very
informative and entertaining.

April saw us off for an culing to Lulon Hoo, 8 mansion
house set in beauliful sumoundings, the home of the
Wermnher Family, who have been host o our own Roval
Family marmy times in the past.

Mow we come to Friday 18 April whan & members met at
Hemel Hempstead o awail the coach, coming from
Aylesbury with their members already on board, Then on to
Lutonn te gel the main confingent from Luton and
Wimbledon, and off we set for Blackpool and the Grand
Reunion, ard a great weekend, all orgarised by Madge
Evans of Luton Branch, Well done Madge, a big thank you

for a most exciting tnp.

The coming months are already plannad with 1alks, quizzes
and outings. More aboul them in our next report.

Easthourne Branch

We now have asbout 70 members. This year has been
much quieter after the 50th Peace  Anniversary
Celebrations, We have had inleresting lectures,
aspecially those given by members about “What thay did
in the war”,

Cwr October maeting was a coach trip to Boulogne via the
Channel Tunnel, a first for many of us, We had our usual
Remembrance Day activiies and later members visited
the Royal Hospital, Cheisea. Members with our
Standard affended the Grand Reunion in Blackpoo! which
we ended with fish and chips in Harry Ramsden's. All
misch  enjoyed. Varous other annual reunions were
attended, mcluding that of the Kines who wvisited
Manorbiar Camp where all Kines rained,

Dur thanks o all who helped o make Blackpoo such a
success, in spite of the bomb scares,
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Fife and Tayside Branch

| am pleased to say we now have 28 Life Members and 56
Annual Members. We include in this a member from
WeIIingborou nis, who w(a |on WI h one of
ress IE) 'S1011
our members and wishe join our ranc receive all
the news. We also have a member from Canada who
originally came from this area but is now widowed and joins
us when she comes on holiday most years.

Our monthly venue is held at the Royal British Legion Club,
Perth. About 23 to 27 of us meet for lunch and a chat.
Then we have a small raffle which all helps to raise funds.
Each month they voluntarily pay 50p each towards
eventually being able to send a cheque via our treasurer
for Benevolent Funds.

As last year was going to be a very busy year for us, we
started off early by hoiding a few boot sales to raise a bit
of extra money towards our Scottish Branches AGM last
October. This went off very well with a large attendance.
We decided to try something new, in fact a “good as new”
and this appeared to go down very well. There was also
guitar entertainment to which we were able to sing along.
Local businesses and distilleries were very generous with
rafﬂe prizeS' the treasurer and | were becoming very expert

We heard that our local mental hospital had hoped to start
off a project which involved reviving their old walled garden
that had lain in a state of desolation for many years. They
were hoping through sponsorship to be able to do this, so
we decided to get involved as we had been visiting ex ATS
who had been patients in the hospital. An arbour was
decided upon and after many months of planning and
visits, it all came to fruition last October. Two cherry trees
were planted and a variety of trailing and climbing plants
have gone in. Even the gardener and patients have been
involved and have put in quite a few bulbs. A plaque has
gone up as this is a memorial garden and all the Scottish
Branches have contributed to it. A fund is also being set
aside to replenish any plants where necessary. Also, there
are two seats which we have put in the arbour as part of the
memorial arbour.

In December last year we met for Christmas lunch at the
Royal George Hotel, had a few games, then had a sales
table and raffle table. The daughter of one of our members
made a Christmas cake and we had fun “guessing the
weight” at 20p a time.

Next week, 26 April, we are off to the Royal George Hotel
again for lunch and AGM (Branch). Our entertainment this
time will be in the form of a magician and mind reader.
Quite a lot of interest is being shown and we think it will
be interesting in more ways than one.

May |, on behalf of Fife & Tayside Branch, wish yourself and
colleagues all the best. We appreciate your hard work on
our behalf.
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Glasgow Branch

We continue to meet in the Garnethill Community Centre
on the second Tuesday of the month.

Our meetings are very well attended by our members.
September starts our session with a bring and buy sale, the
proceeds going to Erskine Hospital for Ex-service people.
In October, Mrs Cox told us of her life in the Middle East.
We also attended the Scottish AGM in Perth where the
members of Perth Branch entertained us so well and we
thank them sincerely.

We attended the Armistice Service in George Square and a
wreath was laid on the Cenotaph.

Mr Keigh gave a slide show of scenes of Scotland which
reminded us that we live in a very beautiful country.

We had a very successful lunch at Christmas in the Town
House Hotel.

For the start of 1997 we had representatives from British
Rail showing slides of rail journeys.

A lady from Social Services explained her work with
sufferers of dementia.

We invited ladies from the WRNS and WRAAF Associations
to our guest night and were entertained by a group who are
known as the French Connection. We were invited to visit
the WRAAF Assoc and had a very enjoyable afternoon.

Twenty five members travelled to Blackpool for the Grand
Reunion and we thank the Blackpool Branch for a very well
organised weekend.

We close our session in May with a Social Evening.

Grimsby and District Branch

First of all | have to say congratulations to all concerned in
the new look “Lioness”. We all think it has improved
tremendously (not that it was bad before) but it is now even
better. In December our Branch was ten years old. To
celebrate we held a luncheon at the “Inn  On The Park”.
The Park being Blundell Park, the home of Grimsby Town
Football Club. We had the honour of the company of Col
Cook as our main speaker. Members so enjoyed this event
that they asked for a repeat next December, so this was
booked by our Secretary. Col Cook took advantage of her
stay here to visit the “Winter Gardens” along with our
Secretary, Eunice Dillerstone, to make sure all was in order
for our Northern Area Reunion in September which
Grimsby Branch is hosting. The Colonel thought it was an
ideal location.



In March, we were invited to join our friends at the Hull
Branch for an afternoon. What a lovely time they gave us.
Colonel Cook was there, too. There was a large table
absolutely groaning with food, and a very good raffle with
loads of prize h d a ood natter and, more.than a
few drinks. Vesalr)yﬂn%‘aié S Ortjf ranc?\ |ac10 ies for
your hospitality. We sang aII the way home.

Fourteen of our Branch went to the National Reunion at
Blackpool. We very much enjoyed our weekend. The
dinner was excellent, we only had one complaint and that
was having to queue for quite a long time for the church
service and then to find there were no seats available when
we finally got into church. We had to stand all through the
service. We loved the Canon who gave a very hilarious
sermon, but with a very good message in it. By the way, in
all the years | have been attending church this was the first
time | have ever heard a Canon, Vicar, Priest or any one
else receive such a tremendous applause. He helped us
forget our aching legs. Is it possible to issue tickets next
time as you have in the past?

The band as usual provided us with excellent entertainment
on Saturday night, and again on Sunday morning when
they led the Parade. We give them ten out of ten.
Unfortunately, we have lost four of our members since my
last epistle. One of them being Chris Pinnock who used to
write on Branch news for several years. They will all be
sadly missed.

Coming events include a Summer Fayre in June and also
a days outing to “Heartbeat” Country and Whitby which we
all look forward to. Until next time best wishes to all who
write in and read our magazine.

Hereford Branch

it is with sadness that | have to report, we have lost three of
our ex ATS members since this year began. Mrs Joyce
WARDMAN died in February, Mrs Beryl MORTON died in
March and Mrs Dot HANCOX died in April. We shall miss
them greatly.

On a brighter note, we have had three ladies join us. Jane
Murchison, Nicole Turvey and Evelyn Radford. We welcome
them to our Branch. Also Mrs Sue Walton has had her
second baby, David, and along with daughter Rachel, they
often join us at the monthly meetings. These are held on
the last Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in the RBL Hall
in Belmont Road, Hereford. All members are most welcome.
We average 15 at each meeting.

We held our Christmas lunch at the Wye Inn on
December 10 1996 and 24 ladies attended and one
husband “braved” the occasion! We held a raffle for
Branch funds and sold badges, diaries, pens and some
of the plaques that Mrs Billy Cordner had painted for our

1995 area reunion in Hereford. We still have a few more
ATS and WRAC left if anyone would like to purchase.
They are all framed and the Wye Inn landlady bought a
“double one” and it has pride of place now, over the
Bar!! Everyone had an enjoyable time, and several
messages and cards were read by the secretary from
distant members. Debbie Casey in Cyprus, Bill Cordner
in Evesham, Jackie Keeble in Cumbria, Philippa
Williams now in Ross-on-Wye, Sybil Grafton in Wigmore
and Phyllis Martin in  North Waies. In January, our
meeting was held at the home of Mrs Ena Price who
kindly provided a “Board Room” for the meeting and an
excellent buffet lunch. It was lovely - thank you Ena. Mrs
Maureen Roberts, the daughter of one of our members,
Mrs Lilian Cross, who is in a nursing home in Shrewsbury,
has sent us two dolls to use in a raffle. One she made
herself and it is beautiful and like the one she made for
our reunion. Thank you Maureen and our “best wishes”
to Lilian who has just celebrated her birthday. In
February we sent a £150 donation to the ATS and WRAC
Benevolent Fund. The long awaited Newsletter was sent
out this month by Miss Nicholls and Mrs Walton. Joyce
and Sue had been helped by Sue’s husband Kim and
everyone agreed it was a great success. Thank you
Joyce, Sue and Kim! One of our members living in
Worcester, Mrs Vera Denning, was thrilled to read in the
last Lioness about “The Gentle Sex”, a film made about
the ATS during the last war. It brought back many
memories for her as she had been “chosen” to take part
in it. In March, a few of our members sent generous
donations to Branch funds. Thank you very much ladies
- itis much appreciated. Also, Mrs Nora Maunder who
has not been at all well this year, gave us a lovely cool
box. We subsequently sent this on to our General
Secretary, as a prize for the Grand Raffle at the AGM.
Happily, Nora is in good health now. Thank you Nora!

In April, of course, the AGM in Blackpool, eight members
attended and enjoyed it immensely. Our thanks go to
Council and all other helpers, Blackpool Branch also. The
Band entertainment on Saturday was much enjoyed. On
Sunday the Church Service was moving and what about
that address by the vicar of Blackburn - wasn’t it good!?
Then of course the great “March Past” and another great
- the splendid Sgt Major and her helpers. We did enjoy that
march and the Band also. We were all back in uniform - in
our minds anyway! We now look forward to the next one!!
Since that “March Past” one of our younger members has
been running a private raffle to raise funds for our very own
standard. Mrs Jackie Neave is determined to raise the
money one way or another and we hope to apply to the local
Council also for help. Jackie has even offered to be
standard bearer - so any contributions will be gratefully
received.

At the May meeting, the Secretary, Jo Anscombe,
announced she had received two beautiful bed-shawls from
Mrs Phyllis Martin - hand crocheted by Phyllis. These will
be raffled at a later date. Thank you Phyllis. Mrs Sybil
Grafton won a £5 Boots Voucher at the AGM - our only win
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this time! Mrs Neave bought a Crystal Box at AGM and
handed this in for a future raffle prize - thank you Jackie!
A beret and shoulder flashes have been sent to our Area
Chairman, Mrs Maggie Purkis, along with a price list and

hopefuily this be raised ér)ext Louncil
eth 55190 the

g col DG omprassar e

Blackpool AGM. Eight members have booked to go to
Worthy Down on June 14 for Corps Day, and twelve
members are booked for area reunion in Coventry on
September 20. We are looking forward to both events.

A car boot sale and Market Stall are booked for July 13
and July 15 respectively. Any contributions will be
gratefully received. Please ring Joyce Nicholls on Hereford
356240 or Jo Anscombe on Hereford 270165. This for our
own members obviously.

We send our best wishes to all our members, especially
those who are not too well and wish them speedy
recoveries. Thank you for all your donations and letters etc.
.They are much appreciated. We wish Mrs Burton’s
husband Harry lots of luck in his recovery too. Eva and
Harry are the RBL stalwarts at the club we attend for our
meetings.

Last but not least - congratulations to our General Secretary
and Editor, Mrs Fiona White and helpers for an excellent
Lioness. We look forward to the Journal with great
eagerness. Qur grateful thanks also to Jo Anscombe’s
daughter Judi, for typing the reports sent to Lioness.

Leeds Branch

We continue to meet on the first Wednesday of the month
in Headingley British Legion Club (by kind permission of
the Commission). All former members of the ATS or
WRAC will be made most welcome.

16 members enjoyed four days in Blackpool in spite of the
very cold windy weather. We filled the Thornton Cleveleys
British Legion Club and all joined in the dancing, singing
and bingo. We had bracing walks on the sea front and
sampled the fish and chips. The stalls on Saturday were
much too close together for comfort but we bought our
sticks of Blackpool rock as a reminder of long gone days of
childhood.

Those who attended the AGM were pleased to meet Mrs
White, hear about the help given to needy comrades by the
Benevolent Fund and the success of the Association in its
new home. One thousand ladies sitting down to dinner
was a sight to remember. The sermon on Sunday was one
humour and yet left us all with something to think about.
A fitting end to a memorable Reunion. We have started
saving for the next one.
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At one of our meetings we had a talk by a member of
Alcoholics Anonymous which made us realise what sorrow
this condition can cause to families of those afflicted and
what help they get from meeting together and talking over
their problems. We also get help from one another by
meeting regularly. Long may it continue.

We entertained 14 members from York Branch at our May
meeting and were thrilled to have Col Cook. A most friendly
afternoon was rounded off with a buffet tea and special
raffle. We shall be pleased to have them again sometime.

Our Secretary, Emily, will be at the Mixed Hy AA Weekend
at Holme Lacy, and 15 will be joining the Combined
Services weekend in Bridlington. We are sharing a coach
with Bradford Branch to attend the Northern Area Reunion
in Cleethorpes in September which will conclude a most
enjoyable year.

Liverpool Branch

It is a little while since we offered a report for the “Lioness”,
but due to changes in Branch officials, combined with
sickness, alas, this has regrettably lapsed. However we
are still up and running and hold regular monthly meetings
on the third Wednesday of each month, except January and
August. We meet, currently, at 1.30pm in the Clubroom on
the Ground Floor of the Liverpool City Branch of the RBL at
34 Rodney Street, Liverpool 1. After our business matters
have been dealt with, we usually have some “activity”
such as a quiz, bring and buy sale, dutch auction, beetle
drive or the like. Apart from the 50p which members pay at
each meeting for a cup of tea, a biscuit or cake and a raffle
ticket, our income comes from the various sales of goods
given by members and generous donations to Branch
funds from time to time, also by members. The meetings
are very busy and lively, and new members are always
made very welcome.

The past year has been quite eventful. A large number of
us attended the North West Group Reunion at Chester
Town Hall in June 1996. This was very enjoyable, and we
are grateful to our host branch, Chester, who worked hard
to make the afternoon a great success.

Later in the year several of our members joined Rhyl Branch
at their Town Hall for their usual Weish Tea Dance, which
is always such a happy event, well organised, and we are
always made so welcome. It is good to meet up regularly
with our friends from all the attending branches.

We also attended the Liverpool Scottish Regimental
Service at St Davids Church Childwall, and joined the West
Lancashire County RBL at their annual service at the
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. This is always well attended,
and the March Past through the city which follows, with
standards and colours unfuried, attracts many spectators
which is good, for it is important that the present



gererations  MEVER forgetl the great sacrifices made
during  successive conflicts that thay may enjoy their
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in Flanders fields.”
- Col Jehn McCrae,
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We shall be supporting these events again this year.

Three of our members celebrated their golden wedding
anniversaries: Maisie Dovasion on 18 May 1996, Bely
Doyla on 20 July 1986, and Doreen Vamon on 5 April 1997,
We sent each our congratulations, but sadly, we heard that
Ron Doyle lost hes lenglhy ballle against illness on 28 April
1887. We =hall ok forward 1o sesing Betiy again at our
meelings when she feels able 1o attend, This also applies
o one of our oldest members, Flo Bolton (23], who sadly
lost her husbard Harry in April after along illness, Harry
and Flo had baen lrelass workars lor their branch of the
RBL, and we Know that his place will be very kard to fill,

LIVERMNM. BEANCH 50TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEQN
Baek Row (L - Ei: Dorathy Parker, Stacia Cunndngham,
Ereline Cooper (Redmanl, Mary Tayler (Dawns),
Lillian Humphreys (Davies), Eileen Marsden (INvond,
Dareen Vernon (Weirh, Retty Dovle (Henley),

Trudie Orehard (Willioms), Beryl! Hepworth (O Doanell)
Middle Row (L-R): Kay Foxley, Marjorie Hay (Blncklock),
Koy Goodehild (Neaferv), Vielenne Boughion, Svlvia Lewis,
Sadie Smith (Furbyh, Eikel Myers {Holmes),

Agnes Lappin (Davies)

Front Row (L-Ri: Dot Conk {Hitchinl, Margared Barion
{Edmwards), Andrey Hayword, Fronces Rimmer (Parr),
Guen Learmonth, Flo Bolton (Evanal,

Maizie Dovasion (Dodeen), Hannah Kennedy (Jenkins

The highlight of 1998, for us, was cur celebratory lunch
to mark our FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY as a branch, This
was held on the 11 December 1996 at Garsion Masonic Hall
and 27 mambers warg able (o atternd. A special cake was
made for the occasion kindly provided by our Treasurer,
and  our President, Mizs A G Learmouth MBE TD,
performed the cutting ceremony. The photographs were
taken for our Branch albuem, and names have been
supplied in cass any are recognised. This event was such
an putstanding success thal we may have set a precedent,
Many members fesl thal we should have a regular
Chrisimas luncheon,

Sk Anniversary Cake

It has been nice to welcome back our former Secretary,
Margaret Barton, afler a quite distressing liness which
caused her o rasign her past aftar 27 years of loyal service
to our Branch, We do sincerely thank her for all her efions
on our behall and at our September 1996 mesling a
prasentaton was made 1o her.

On a sad note, wa have just been advisad of the passing of
a former member, Mary MoChesney, in barch 97, Qur
condolences have been sent to her family.

Finally, we are irying 1o recover from the “GRAMND
REUMICNT, which has been woted without doubt an
excallent “do”, May we offer our sincere thanks to the Naorth
West Group, bul particularty 1o the members o the
Blackpool bvanch who worked so very hard to ensure tha
greal success of the  avenl. Hera's to the nexl Grand
Reunicn and the Millennium,

Loendon Branch

Anather Grand Reunion was enjoyved by many from e
branch, even though some of us had such a protracied
[ourney because of security alerts. Our frain rever did gel
to Crewe in sharp contrast to the many times that | seemed
o get stuck fhere when | travelled on leave from
Manchester io London. From memony it always seemed to
be the middle of the nighl. How many ol you recall that
gloomy station and the ocwvercrowded train with sleeping
bodies and kitbags jammed nto every concaivable space!?
Why was Crewe always such a biack spot? We thank
everyone who this me organised such & joylul occasson al
Blackpool.ln January we wera happy to  welcome Major
Imogen Corigan o our meeting and | believe thal she was
able to garmer guite a few mamories o add to her projected
collection. We look forward 10 reading her book which | am
sure will be worth the wait. Unlike the lamented ATS and
WHAC, the FAMNY. stll sodier on and in Februany,
Captain Decia Stephenson, their Records Officer, tald us
about their current aclivites which include manning the
telephones when the City of London is struck by disaster,
as lor Instance during the recent IRA  bombing, The Sus
Ryder Foundation was the subject of and illuminating tafik
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at our March mesating and [ think most of us wera vary
surprised at tha world-wide scopa of this  wonderful
humanilarian organisation. We continue 0 gain naw
members but sadly we have lost several owd  friends this
year, including Win Amaold and Sadie Williams wheo will be
greatly mis ssor Free Version

Manchester Branch

For the winter months we meet gach month but  are
unable o join many activities as members ara lar-fung so
save our energy for the lighter evenings,

This, of course, did not stop our meesting up al Blackpood
along | understand wilth 947 other ATS. This is a mast
axciting time for all and we were able 1o meel some of our
friends from furtber afiedd,

The whole weakend was a greal success. linishing up at
St Johne  Parish Church in Blackpool for a3 Service of
Remembrance belore we all saparated to go our dillerent

Ways,

Oin refurn wea weare med with imvitations from other branches
to meet up again with them in he near fulune; 20 aven
though the branch is few in number we manage 1o squaeszs
i many activities,

Some of Ihe members are Ex Antll Asrcrall Gunners o ang
looking forward 1o another reunion in York in August, more
friends 1o meet and perhaps o continue Trendships we
made at the Blackpool Reunion.

Medway Branch

This pasl year has been hard regarding fund raising. due
o the lack of fransport, 50 we are keeping to the bring and
buy stalls.

In ihe year we have a good increase in membarship and
three WHAC members. It's a pity more don't attend the
meatings.

Cur mestings ara sl at the Madway  Arl Centre on the
second Tuesday of the month.

Sandhurst will be our first march of the year,

Sitinghourne Group are sl going well, eleven members
saving hemsehves a jourmey 1o the Meaedway Towns,

Wall what a wonderful time we all had at the Reunion, | was
sorry | could mot join the marching round  the tables. | was
fortunate to meet up with two ladies | was stationgd with at
Bicester. | do like the idea of the register for the WRAC
ladias. Ann Deakin is doing a good job.

hary of us managed 1o gel inlo the church, We fell sy for
those who had to stand. It was lovely just being there. | am
sure Grace would ke to thank Doreen for her great
performance of the Sunday episode of Coronation Streel.
I's @ wonder we weran't thrown out!!

Thanks to all those who made the Beunion worfwhile,
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Plymouth Branch

The beginning of 1987  has booughl greal sadness 1o
Plymouth Branch. Qur Chairman and standard bearer,
Doresn Greenaway, died on danuary 26, Her death was a
shook 1o the Branch because, altnough we knew she was
not well, we all feft that her indomilable spirt would bring
her through, Than tragically, on tha day of Daraen's furaral,
February 3, our President, Mary Byers, collapsed and died
at hamea as she was prepaning 1o go o he funeral,

Mary Byers was the first chaioman aof the Branch when it
farmed in 1978 and throughout its 19 year history she was
ong  of ils mainsiays and guiding lights. She became
President In 1985 and as such, was a font of knowledge,
always ready to halp and advise; in her genfle, kind mannar
she could be firm and falr and everyore respectod her and
lowed her. Mary had initially served as a radar oparator in
the RAF but later she became a Captain in the TA  and
was awardad the Terrtorial Decoration for kar dadicated
service, 3he was well known far her great love of animals,
ahways ready 1o lake in a siray and care for L Mary was truly
a lady whao was "gentle in mannar, résolute n desd™.

Mary Byers



Doreen Greenaway died siddenly of a hearl attack in
Darritord Hospital on January 26. She had served with the
ATS during the war asa driver at Aldershot. Later she was
baged in Plymouth with tha TA working in the "0ps Room”
and taking pagt | BES 0

i ¢ ) o & T Y
her proudest moment was when she carried the standand in
St Paul's Cathedral al the Golden Jubilee of thae ATS in
1988, She also represented our Branch at the Federation
of Ex-Services Associations in Piymouth. Dorean was well
knoown throughout the WRAC Association, she made friends

wherever she went; the Branch has had many cards from
other Branches expressing thekr sorrow al her death and we

Doreen, Greenomaey

thank our comrades nationwide for thelr kind thoughis
and tributes. Everyone remembers Doreen as a dynamic,
bubbly person who was there o holp whenaver she was
needed,

To remember Mary and Doreen and all past membars of
the Branch, wa are slarting a Remembrance Book which
will be dedicated a8t our Anniversary Servica in St
Catherine's on the Hoe at the Citadal on & July.

As a Branch we shall endeavour to carry on as Mary and
Dorean would have wished. Our comradeship in the
Association will help sustain us.

Rochdale Branch

Mesatings have confinued throughout the winter, and have
been well attended, One or wo mambars am on the sick list
and our prayers are with them for a speedy return to health.

As psual, a group ol our ladies gave their ime  to sl
poppies for the Royal Britlsh Legion (picture. enclased).

Twenty six of us wended our way to Btackpool on 18 April
15497, After a lot of problems we all linally arrived at the
Morbreck. We were lucky, fiving maore or less on the
doorstep, but many members had lots of aggro  with the
bomb scares and road and rail closures, As usual we all
enjoved our weekend, searching for and mesting old
friends, taking Inps 1o Fleetwood, Cleveleys and Blackpoo!
towr. Most of us took advantage of the imvitation to visit the
British Legion at Cleveleys and a good lime was had by all.

The Reunion Dinner was & grest success, the spaechas
were  really  Interesting and enjoved, and the band was
greal.

Sunday saw us dressed up and ready to go, We had guite
a wail o get into church and it was unforlunate that not
evaryone coukd be accommaodated. It was a very enjovable
senvica, ihe address by the Rev, Brian Stevenson being wall
recelved,

L:B: Mary Campbell, Doris Hunlh.mle fnur standard bearerd,
Mona Schofield
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The RSM had us all assembled and ready for our march, in
quick time and her fellow WOs and Sgts were really
efficient. The band, in the centre of the parade could be
heard by all, which | know improved our marching. It

brought back ;Em({gemories to you trul)g/vho. was a
WO atthe Edsterh ConahbSHaINng Ehire CTS10M

Roll on our next Reunion, the Millennium - | wonder where
we shall be then?

Rhyl Branch

After our AGM in October we were looking forward to our
Christmas lunch at the Oriel Restaurant attached to our
Pavilion Theatre. Some members went there with the
Dunkirk Vets for their Christmas lunch. We had a successful
Christmas fayre and then into the New Year. Our meetings
are usually well attended and active and enjoyable. We
celebrated St David’s Day going first for dinner, then into
the Special St David's show at the Pavilion Theatre. We
have coffee mornings and table top sales which help our
funds. The Coldstream Guards had a show at the Theatre
to which some members went. There was a trip to
Southport, and six members went as guests of the Rhyl
Branch WRNS to a united service at Bowring Park,
Liverpool. Sixteen members joined in the coach travel to
the Grand Reunion in Blackpool with the Chester members.
What a memorable weekend that was, the weather kept
fine and it was great to meet up with so many old friends.
Whilst there, one of our members braved the “BIG CONE”
and members sponsored her for funds for our Branch.
She did it quite successfully. We are now busy preparing
for our ‘Welsh Tea’ afternoon in July, and have ordered a
nice sunny day for our visitors.

The Branch extends congratulations to Yvonne, our
Treasurer, and Frank on the occasion of their Golden
Wedding. They are also guests of Her Majesty at the July
Garden Party. Our congratulations also to Mrs Fiona White
and her staff on the success of the Grand Reunion
Weekend, and the hard work put in by the Blackpool
Branch.

Salisbury Branch

Our monthly meetings continue to be well attended but the
gremlins seem to be getting at our speakers! In March
Suzanne was unable to attend so we missed her slides of
France and Imogen was unable to attend in April.

In February we had a most interesting up-date on the
activities of the Royal British Legion from our County Field
Officer, Peter Dougals. We have held small ‘fund-raising’
activities to  help towards the transport costs for the
Reunion. The most enjoyable was lunch with Clare when
we were treated to a 3-course ‘gourmet’ meal on a beautiful
sunny day.

Twelve members went to Blackpool and enjoyed the
weekend, especially the service and march-past on Sunday
morning. Well done to everyone concerned.
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Scarborough Branch
January-June 1997

January 1997 Christmas Lunch at a local hotel.

Individual gifts to members.

February 1997 Raffle books - 47 books distributed and

sold.

March 1997 A Buffet Lunch was prepared and
served at one of the member's houses
incorporating the monthly meeting.

April 1997 Monthly meeting in the form of a buffet
lunch at another member's house.

April 18/19 WRAC Reunion (Blackpool). Members
attending (five). In spite of British Rail
and their strike.

May 1997 Suggested visit in July 1997 as
Branch outing. Not yet confirmed.

June 1997 Combined Services w/e Bridlington

13/14/15 June 1997.

Sheffield Branch

The members still meet on the first Thursday of each month
at the Victoria Hall. Sadly we lost two members recently
who will be greatly missed.

1996 ended with our annual Christmas lunch which we all
thoroughly enjoyed. In January we went to see the
pantomime “Aladdin” performed by the Major Operatic
Society at Sheffield City Hall.

The AGM took place at the March meeting and was well
attended. We managed to iron out some outstanding
matters. We retain our Chairman, Mrs Margaret
Hawksworth, and Secretary, Miss Florence Bell. We have
a new Treasurer, Mrs Lorna Hames, who we know will be
as excellent as our former treasurer, Mrs Beatrice South,
who has had to retire owing to ill health.

Our trip to Blackpool for the 1997 Reunion was a
memorable occasion. The hotel was excellent, as were the
food and the staff. On our first night we visited the British
Legion where some of our members managed to find old
friends whom they had not seen for 50 years. A lively evening
followed - we listened to an organist, then played an
hilarious game of bingo, foliowed by a good old sing-song.
The following morning we went to the Norbreck Hotel to buy
souvenirs and after lunch we rested in our hotel to prepare
ourselves for the big event. The evening began back at
the Norbreck when we good humouredly waited our turn,
wine bottle in  hand, to enter the restaurant. Before the
speeches we were entertained by the Band of the Adjutant
General’'s Corps. The rest of the evening was spent taking
photographs, singing war-time songs and just moving from
table to table reminiscing. We returned to our hotel
exhausted but happy. Sunday morning we packed into
church for an interesting and humorous service. Our hymn
singing nearly raised the roofl We formed up outside the
church and paraded past the Lord Mayor of Blackpool - more
like twenty-year olds than our real ages! It was a wonderful
end to a weekend which none of us will ever forget.



Shipley Branch

DOROTHY O'MNEIL (Ex ATS) nés PEARSON. ATS
SMENALS 19841-45.

Dorothy has bR e ST EFRS O FEERY ERSIOThes,
She 5 @ Royal British Legion Gold Badge Haolder having
more than 52 years service. She also serves on  the
Pensions Committee and has done so for the past 40
yRars,

An ardent church worker for St Andrew's Church in
Keighley, as a token of the esteam in which Dorathy is hald,
she was nominated by her church, lo receive from Her
Majesty the Queen, a gt of Maundy morey whan the
Cueen visited Bradford fo  officially open  Centenary
Square and perform the distribution of the Maundy  money
iry Bradiord Cathadral on tha 27 Barch, 1997

We in Shipley Branch are very proud of Dorothy and her
achisvements and wa were zll very interested in the
Maundy money she browght for ws 1o sea.

I any of the readers of the Lioness recognise Dorothy,
she woukd be delighted 1o hear from anyona, she  sared
45 a Switchboard operator,
PEARSON,

Her Maiden name was

L !
DOROTHY ('NEIL (Ex ATS) sde Pearson
ATE Signals 104145

Shropshire Branch

We start our Report on a sad note, having kost two of our
members, Baryl Podd died in October, and Man Allen in
MNovember, Nan was the sister of our Vice Chairman, Chrig
Grigg. Severa! of our members formed a Guard of
Honour for Man, and a donation af £25 was sent 1o the Assn
Benevolenl Fund.

Dawley Parish Councll, of which, Chris Grigg is Chairman,
held their civic service in October, Lucy Bowyer paraded our
standard, with Benyl Lane and Mancy Tipton as escons, We
all enmjoyad a bullet lunch aftarwards &t the rest room.

On Movember 10,  Leoy paraded our  standard al the
Ceremaony of Light, in Oakengates Theatre. On the 11th,
she was on duly again at Charlton  School Remembrance
Servica  ab Bam, then in Wallngton Sguare at 11am.
Lucy's batman (husband Chares) cerainy has his work cul
aul, for Lucy always [ooks so immaculats.

Alzo i Movember, we had an axciting and memorable
avening at the lheatre in Wolverhampton. Our Social
Secrgtary, Irene Hall, amanges pleasant swprises, and
outings for us.

Once agaln i January, we calered for the Dawley Sanior
Citizens belated Christmas Party. About 40 guests were
present.

We let our hair down st our Annual Dinner In February, this
tirme at the Buck's Head Hotel in Wellinglon. We had an
excellent meal, and aferwards, Lucy Bowyer was
presented with a framed embroidered ATS Insignia, In
appraciation for parading our standard countiess timas over
the vears. The Insignia was expertly ambroidered by Joan
Purcall.

In owr spare moments we kave the wsual atlic sales efc, to
boost funds. We have had a few enquiries from would-be
members,  bul unforiunately  they cannod atiend our
evaning mastings.

in March, we put on “& Bil of a Do for one of our mambears,
(alzo our Area Chairman) Maggie Purkis, and husband
Coling, celebrating  thedr Silver Wedding. (See pholograph
elsewhera). We consumed a deficious bufiet, Lucy Bowyer
makes exceedingly good coconul  fars, amongst olher
things, Terr Golfl made a beautiful iced cake, and Beryl
Lang’s trifle was out of this world, quite intoxicating!

Suitably refreshed, the amateur dramatics started.
"Flannagan & Allen" appeared (Chris Grigg & Beryl Lana)
singing their well known songs, then "Henry & Liza™ (Mancy
Tipton & Lucy Bowear] were qguite frustrated over the ‘Hodo
ir their Bucket'! Thare were monologues, recilations, ete,
foflowed by a good old sing along,

Mow we are |ogking forward io the Grand Reunion  at
Blackpool, we shall enjoy every manute of it
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Stafford Branch

Time seams to fly these days and It doasn’t seam many
weeks sinca the last report was sent off to the Lioness,

we neve recaiy e P RYEST MhRhes VAESION i
Stafford, Belly Crsp and Glen Lorenz née Getrych, The
athar 2 live in the Polteraes, Peggy Dutton nee Billon and
Marjorle Seaton née Brookes. Unforiunately, we lost 4
membears at the beginning of the vear so our numbers
remain the same:

8 Life Membars
25 Annual Members
1 Associate Mambsar

At our December, February and March mealings we were
given instruction on First Aikd and Resuscitation by a
member of the Ambulance Sevice, As wall as being a good
instrector he was also a very good cormedian and mada tha
sessions very enjovable for us all,

Az December is always such a busy month, we decided to
posipone our Christimas lunch thiz year and 15 members
enjoyed a New Year lunch instead. We celebrated our 32nd
Anniversary of the Branch formalion on 18 April 1587 by
hawving lunch ai a local public house.

Mext came the highlight of the year with our visil 1o
Blackpool in April. What an enjovable Grand Reunion it was.
Congratulations and our thanks 1o all wha had a hand in
making it such a memorable occasion. Owing fo the securily
alert in the Midlands on the Friday moming, some Branches
had a wery long and frustraling journey. ANl the
inconveniences were soon forgoiten when they met up with
triends. Everything about the weekend was parlect — the
hated, the food, the Grand Dinner on Saturday Might {fonce
someons fownd us a table), the Church Service and last but
not least the Parade. Some of us could have gong on
marching for a while longer, as we were just gelting into our
sirade.

=
SOME OF THE STAFFORD BRANCH MEMBERS
AT BLACKPOOL
Boack Rowr Elsie Howard née Ballard, Marjorie Powell

née Woison, Kath MeCobe née Kenny, Ann Deakin née Builer

Front Row: Cath Phillips aée Evans, Joan Higgins
niée Shoe, Linda Ball née Chichester, Win Plani

rite Kennedy, Dpahne Jervis néde Prior
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Our Chairman, Ann Deakin, worked very hard over the
weekend meeting WRAC members and adding the names
i har Register. She is to be congratulatad on her results.

The highlight of our Secretary, Daphne Janas' woeokand was
the presentation of her Cerlificate of Appreciation, which
was long overdue, She was surprised after the Grand
Dirner by the armval at her table of a large bowgquet of pink
roses  and carnalions, tlogether with  numerous
congratulations cards and a garden gifl vouchar from her
colleagues in the Branch.

Instead of our usual May mealing wea had a vary suctassiuf
coffee moming which was held at the home of ouwr
Secratary, Daphne Jarvis,

We are [ooking forward o the Wales and West Feunkon
which is being hosted by the Coventry Branch on Saturday
20 September 1997,

Stirling Branch

The branch has one life member and 55 annual members
and confinues o have a good attendance at the meelings
on the last Saturday of each month.

A donation of €50.00 was seni fo the ATS Benevolant
Fund and E100.00 to Erskine Hospital and, due to
donations frem members, a healthy bank balance =
maintained,

We have been fortunata 1o have spoakars from
Strathcarron Hospice with their musical entertainment, a
falk by the organiser of the Library Service lor the
Housebound, one of our awn talenied members gave us
an hour of Scols readings and verses and anoiher
member gave a8 demonstration of wvarious types of
patchwork. A bus run was organised o Strathcarron
Hospice followed by a tour round the Fintry Hills. A
collectlon taken for the Hospice realised £160.00 which
was much appreciafed.

Four members took part in the Festvval of Remembrance
at Falkirk Town Hall in Novarmber 1935 and in Decembar
we had our annual Christmas Lunch. In August, four
members fravelled to York lor the ACK ACK Reunion
which had a surprise visit from Noel Edmonds and Gloria
Hurnmiford with their Big Band. We look forward 10 seaing
a recording of this on TV on Christmas Day.

The branch wish to record thair appreciation af e work
that goes Into producing the Lioness twice a year and
many friendships have been renewed through the
requests for confacis.



Swanses Branch
ISPOTLIGHT])

| cakad on Ewanﬁaa Branch Il‘| Iuhrt::h ET to firdd tharm
cetebrating I.'h qii] SSO ree W 1ur h.w
o wine, [rt’ss n'rpnnan ng fight }rf 8

add that tea and Welsh Galms wara also available E.I'II:|
were being freely distributed around the imposing Guildhall
pwiere they bhave their meetings) in the inlerests of good
public relations, hrs Veronica Barringion
(President'Secretary and, indeed, Founder of the Branch)
showed me round the Guikdhall where it was plain from the
siaf's reactions that the Branch is held in some  affection,
Should yvou aver go thare, | recommend thal yvou see tha 17
enormous painted panels by Sir Frank Brangeyn which
wogre ongyinally destined for the House of Londs.

Soansea Branch - Moarch 1297

The Branch holds i meslings on  ihe first Wednesday
afterncon of every month and will abways gladly welcome
new recruils, So far, it has 31 ordinary members and 12
life membears, Although only 18 of them had made it through
pouring rain the day | visited, & sense of famiy spint
carmd through clearly. Swansea Branch was started by Mrs
Bamington In 1983 and had lis first meeting on 14 March of
that year. Looking at the original minutes (theyre very
organised in Swansea), iUs evident that the Branch
membars started oul as ihey meant 1o with a programme
of outings, fund raising evenls and so on, At the meeting |
attended, there was discussion of plans for those going to
Coventry for the Wales & West Area Reunion and also 1o
Blackpool, as well a5 for more local outings and  guest
speakers, In April the Lord Mayor of Swansea will make
his annual wvisit {0 the Branch. This has become a
fradifion that ahways includges an official pholograph with
the Lord Mayor. Al thedir visils, successive Lord Mayors

have the opporunity o talk to Branch members - and
discover (perhaps to their surprise) that the ladias there
have such varied backgrounds as Mrs Flo Maker who was
AAMC, Mrs Jovee Stero who jened up with her mother
{see separale article}, Mrs Sylvia Oats who cooked for the
Military Polce, Mrs Enid Goodwin who worked al COD
Cronnington [and who seeks a Women's Legion cap badge,
by the way, should anyone know of one} 1o name bul a lew,

Swanzea Branch is run by

Chainman: Miss Dorolhy Llewellyr (Major
CARAMNC)

Traasurer; Mrs Violet Bates

President/Secretary: Mrs Veronica Barringion

Sadly, one of their founder members died In Janeary, brs
Enid Lewis who joined tha ATS i 1938  will be greatly
mizzed by all members of Swansaa Branch

Ulzter Branch

We held oor  Apnual Luncheon in February with 62
mambers attending. Ouwr usual Bring and Buy stall was
held,

We held an guting in May with 42 members going fo Tyrone
Crystal factory where we had coffee, then a tour of the
faciory. Onto the city of Armeagh, which is of great historical
interest, for lunch, This was followed by a kovely meal at
Loughgall Prestyieran church provided by the adies of he
church.

In Cctober, 32 members travalled 20 miles to join  the
Omagh Branch for their Annual Lunch, In Movember we
held our AGM in Bangor with 48 members present and
again we had lunch beforehand,

We ara most fortunale 1o have several new members who
are senving in the Royal Insh Regiment  (formerly UDR)
and hopalully they will bring more colleaguas in the future,

Thirtean members are hopeng 1o atland the Grard Rawnion
in Blackpool,

Weymouth Branch

On 25 March 1597 Weymouth and  Portland  Branch
celebrated their 40th Anniversary af the Kingswood Hoted,
Weymaouth, The Guest of Honour was Lisutenant Cobonal
Valerie Troul, and thiry four Membars from  Weaymaoulh,
Porlland, Dorchester, Bridpon, Chideock, and district
enjoved & splendid lunch, ending with the cutting of our
anniversary cake. We had plenty of lime 10 chal and ook
back over forty happy and successiul yaars,

A party of fifteen members went to the Grand Heunion at
Blackpool, and had a very enjoyable fime. We made this
a "mini holiday”, travelling to Blackpool by coach on the
Thursday and refurning  home on the Monday., We wara
happy 1o have with us two members who, alihowgh having
moved  from Weymouth are still by their own requests,
members of our Branch -Doreon Woolcock now ving in
Bristol, and Kathlean Willlams who now lives n Worcester.
Cwr coach slayved with us In Blackpool, and took Us on
the Friday to Lake Windermere, whare some of us had a
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wvary enjoyable  (and smooth!) boat ip on the Lake.
Saturday was a busy day - the Secretaries meating,
followed by an excellent bufiet lunch, when we would meel
with our opposite numbers from other  Branches and
exchange Eh‘m:. Then the m Q)El aftarnoon
and the Gran Qiﬂl)a‘i‘?r“?s:ﬁ{ g L EESOR &
crowd! It is on these occasions that we get a glimpses of
how big our  Association is. Community singing and a
‘Conga” brought a happy evening to a close. Church
parade on Sunday moming also brought back memanes
of other Church parades! We did not all get seats in the
body of the Church, but eveniually some of us weani aloll to
the gallery, where we had seats.

We had another lovely coach drive on Sunday aftermocn
iz the Trough of Bowland and the Ribble Valley ard our
coach brought us  safely home  on Monday after a very
happy Reunion weekend,

Sirce our last report we have sadly o mention the death of
Joan  Wratten, one of our long standing  members, on
January 5. Two committee members visited Joan before
Christmas, and found her bright ard happy to see them, but
in the New Year she had ancther stroke from which she did
not recover. Her funeral on January 13th was attended by
zaven members; we shall miss visiting Joan in the MNursing
Home where she was always so well cared for. Joan was
one of our long-standing members,

There are busy days ahead of us, A Military Festival here in
June, and we plan to have a charity stall on the Esplanade
on Jure 19 for our ATS & WRAC Benevalent Funds, At
Sherbome Castle, also in June, there is & bilitary Tattoo
where we shall be helping and also enjoying curselves, as
we are making this evenl our sumemer outing.

After this, we do nol meet again untl September, which
gves Us a break 1o have hodidays and 1o welcome relatives
and friends for a holiday hera with us,

WEYMOHITH ANTD PORTLAND BRANCH
HOTH ANNIVERSARY - 25TH MARCH 1997

L:: Rose Stanbridge - Secretary.

Necia Trent (wde Polley) - Chairman,
Lienfenant Colonel Voalerie Trowl, Goest of Honour,
Pieg MeEhooine (nde Tenuesi) - President
Murigl Pegree (nde Pennock) - Treasurey
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Wilmslow Branch
Owr members enjoyed the visit 1o Blackpool for he AGKM,

Thanks 1o the Blackpool Branch for arranging the Friday
gvening welcome al the Cleveleys British Legion, and the
stafls  al the Morbreck Hotel on Saturday. Two of our
mambers won raffle prizes.

Saturday's evening entertainmaent by the Regimenial Band
was axcallent but we did think tha dinner was disappointing

Tha highlight of our visit was the church service on Sunday
marning. The wisiling vicar, Brian  Stephenson, from
Blackburn was hitarious, | don'l think that church has ever
echoed o so much laughber. I made the long wall for the
doors o open worthwhile.

Our Branch are making plans for  days oul during the
summer months. Also, we are pregparing for our visit 1o
Longon, for the Albert Hall and Remembrance Parade.
Ten of our mambers will attend, On Friday alternoon we
will be taking tea at the Grosversar Holal - i will maks a
change from our vsual place - the Rilz!

At our last mesating, & lady who was on holiday from
Australia paid us  a visit. She was in the Australian &ir
Force during the last war. We  made her welcome and
invited her to join us on our day out

We would welbcoma any  ex-senvice ladies o join us. Wa
mesei evary 15t Thuwrsday of the month at 1.00pm ai
Wilmslow British Legion.

We cannot promise & funny vicar but we can promise A
frigndly welcome.

Wolverhampton Branch

Since cur kst repor we have two new members, both ex
ATS and we are pleased to welcoma them 1o our Branch,

We continue 1o enjoy our meetings which are very friendy,
In January we had a guiz which all members thoroughhy
enjoyed. Because of the unseliled weather we decided to
have & bingo session in Febreary, March browght us to our
Easter Fayre, the proceeds of which went lo our Branch
Funds.

Apnl, of course, brought us o the Grand Reunion in
Blackpool. 20 of our mambers altended this and despite the
antics of the IRA on the Friday we all amived at Blackpood
sale and sound. Our Grand Reunions are  always
memaorable events and everyone returned fooking forsand
fo the next.

Wae have an ouling 1o Weston Park in June and we have
been nvited to visit an old member of ours in August who
meaved anway.One of our mambers, Mary Hodgson, & o
have a painting exhibied in London in May. The EAC
{Eldarly Accommodation Counsel) atiracted entries from
arlisis aged between &0 and 94 and Mary was one of 73
anfries oul of 3,200 to be short listed in the confest,



Wimbledon Branch

One of the most enjoyable occasions of the vyear is the
Christmas Party. Last Christmas, 26 members attended
and had an extremely entertaining afternoon. As ever, the

were peased b IALo CAILM GO ESELFR, YT

and she took the opportunity to thank the Wimbledon
Branch for organizing a successful Reunion last September.

We do not meet in January and this year we were
delighted because the weather was so atrocious, practically
no one, certainly no elderly lady, would venture forth. The
wind was straight from Siberia. In addition the train service
is now so erratic that hanging around on railway stations is

" not recommended.

In February, we had a most interesting talk by David Roe
who has spent the last 20 years looking, enquiring and
noting the history of English pub signs - quite an unusual
thing to do. We found his talk most entertaining. There were
excellent slides and the history of some of the older signs
was quite fascinating. A very good talk enjoyed by 24
members.

In March, we were visited by Epsom Coaches, a very well
known organization in this part of the world. They sent along
one of their younger members of the staff who told us about
the history of the firm and particularly about the coaches and
the way they have been modernized and reconstructed
over the years. The lecturer had some excellent slides going
back to the early 1930s and these were of great interest to
a lot of our ladies, especially those who live around the
Epsom area. The attendance was not as good as we had

hoped, only 20 members turning up but we did have two
husbands who seemed to enjoy it all very much.

The Bring & Buy held in April is one of our popular events.
It is also a very important meeting because it is one of
the three fund raising occasions we hold during the year. It
is surprising the number of objects that the ladies seem to
find at home which they bring in to sell to each other and
there is always a lot of excitement as everyone crowds
around the tables looking for bargains. When most of the
things have been sold and we cannot really sell anything
anymore, we then turn to Frankie Fox who is our very
talented auctioneer and who keeps us highly amused, as
well as selling off seemingly unsaleable items for really
rather silly prices but it is very good fun. 24 ladies attended
and several others very kindly sent in donations, for which
we are extremely grateful.

On the 25 April the Chairman, Marjorie Hindley, held a
Committee meeting in her home. Due to some forward
planning, we are pleased to be able to state that this Branch
will not have to close down in the coming Autumn as we
feared. Volunteers have come forward to take up the
executive positions on the committee in October, so
Wimbledon will be business as usual. After the meeting
lunch was served.

In May, 22 members were present and enjoyed the talk
given by Mrs A Roberts, Secretary of the Kensington
Branch of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, which
received its present name in the middle of the last century.
This was a fascinating talk full of historical detail and
statistics. A brave body of men and women, of whom we
should be proud.

LADIES BROOCHES

Sé6 Sweetheart brooch £ 4.15
S79  RA Badge. Sterling Silver/Marcasite

Laurel surround £37.25
S80  RA Badge. Sterling Silver/Marcasite £34.85
S128 RA Grenade. Sterling Silver/Marcasite  £29.28
S111 RA Badge. Gilt brooch fit L 245
S127 RA Cypher - Hallmarked Silver £28.00
S127A RA Cypher - Silver Gilt £32.50

COMPACTS & PILL BOXES

S110A Stratton Gilt ‘Athena’ Compact

Loose or Solid Powder. RA Cypher £18.45
S110B Stratton ‘Athena’ Compact. RA Badge  £18.45
S109 Pill Box RA Cypher £14.65
S109A Pill Box RA Gun Badge £14.65

ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION SHOP

ARTILLERY HOUSE, FRONT PARADE, ROYAL ARTILLERY BARRACKS
WOOLWICH, LONDON SE18 4BH

The above are but a small selection of our total holdings - please contact us at the above address
Jor a full price list of goods available.

Telephone No. (0181) 781 3022

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 238197

LAPEL BADGES
S30  ATS-WAAF-WRAC-QARANC and
Womens Land Army £ 3.00
TRINKET BOX
S95 White Porcelain, Cobalt Blue Band with
Gold Keyline and RA Cypher
in Gold on lid £11.50
SPOONS
S54  Tea Spoon Grenade Design. EPNS £ 5.95
Sterling Silver £19.80

S55 Coffee Spoon Gun Badge Design. EPNS £ 5.30

Sterling Silver £19.05
CRYSTAL PERFUME BOTTLE
S173  Crystal Pyramid Perfume Bottle
RA Gun Badge or RA Cypher £20.20

Fax No. (0181) 781 3706

LI
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WRAC Register

Listed below are brief service details of everyone included on the ex WRAC REGISTER. This list only includes those who
registered before 14 May 1997. | would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has written, telephoned or faxed
me at any time during the last 18 months. Thank you for the compliments, the encouragement, the support and best of
all the storiepgndtie pekhare Firelleddqwigigmory lane so often that my family have had to send out a search
party for me. May | alsc apologise, in advance, for any errors that | may have made but | have been working to a deadiine
date, very late at night, as well as going to the office, packing for a holiday, attending Line Dancing classes, Tai chi etc

etc. Housework! Ironing! | don’t have time for it. If | have made any serious errors please ring or write.

w/

24186 Sgt Hayler Hilda Muriel Recruiting 1939-1975
32892 Sgt Redmore May Clerk 1940-1963
112553 Sgt Garrett Estella Clerk 1941-1955
112675 WOll Kenny Kath Ops/AckAck etc 1941-1952
249639 Capt Prior/Jervis Daphne Wireless Op/Teleprinter  1943-1967
295552 Pte Owens Margery/Marge Driver 19437-1955
342789 Sgt Zanelotti Pameia Mary Clerk 1947-1958
345485 SSgt Race Barbara/Bobby K-T Operator 1947-1960
347794 Pte Morgan Delia Cook 1948-1950
350308 Pte Jones Connie Pay Clerk 1948-1950/1
350662 Cpl Skinner Bridget/Bridge Cook/PTI 1948-19537
350724 Cpl Paul Joan Pay Clerk 1948-1954
351078 Sgt Pates Phylis SBoard Op/SH Typist 1948-1957
353475 LCpl Ballard Elsie Elizabeth Telephonist 1948-1950
353908 SSgt Winter Joyce/Tubby Clerk 1949-1955
354351* ? Kelly Mary Librarian 1949-1953
354630 Sgt Fox Jacquie Bandswoman 1949-1959
89268 Pte Jones Edna Ambulance Driver 1950-1958
362563 Cpl Collier Diana K-T Operator 1950-1954
362688 Pte Halsey Betty/Gerry Batwoman 1950-1954
364517 Dvr Bodill Mary Driver 1950-1955
369015 Pte Grundy Madge Driver 1950-1953
371578 Dvr Evans Jean Driver 1951-1955
372016 SSgt Chatham Doreen/'Chat’ MT 1951-1961
374713 Sgt Spencer June/Spence Secretarial 1952-1955
375520 Pte Norton Evenlyn Margaret Waitress etc 1952-1955
376490 Cpl Rutter Ellen Signals 1952-1955
377051 LCpl Abbott Rita Elizabeth Teleprinters etc 1952-1956
377077 Cpl Flower Irene Clerk 1952-1955
377094 Pte Rooney Celia/Micky GDOrderly 1952-1955
379990* LCpl Edwards Ann ? 1953-19567
380880 Pte Rummey Sheila Storewoman 1953-1956
381041 SSgt Hili Mary/Titch Staff Band etc 1953-1968
382359 Pte Stockton Brenda Batwoman 1953-1955
382419 SSgt Merritt Maureen Postal Worker/Clerk 1953-1968
382503 Pte Irvine Ann Steward/Waitress 1953-1956
383057 Cpl Ryder Joan Technical Stores 1953-1962
385626 WOl Gray Jean Clerk RAOC 1953-1975
388376 Cpl Sturgess Kathleen Clerk 1955-1961
388481 LCpl Fairbrother Jessie Driving Instructor 1954-1957
388638 LCpl Martin Kathleen J ? 1955-1957
389148 LCpl Martin Mavis Driver 1955-1958
389156 Cpl Jones Gladys Shorthand Writer 1955-1960
389170 Pte Hope A Edna Shorthand Writer 1955-1958
393476 Pte Brown Irene Clerk 1956-1959
393804 Pte Lane M Ord/Postal Worker 1956-1960
394272 Pt Leach Doreen Switchboard Operator 1956-1958
397016 Sgt Harris Hilda Clerk 1957-1964
397397 LCpl Armstrong Ruth Clerk 1957-1960
397413 Pte Dennis Jenny Mess Stewardess 1957-1960
397423 Pte Jeyes Christine Clerk 1957-1960
397492 Pte/ Maskens/ Ann RAPC/Admin 1957-1995

P/Maj Mclntyre

398524 SSgt McNeil Patricia Clerk 1961-1983
398968 Pte Beer Janet Vehicles 1958-1961
399100 LCpl Smith Janet/Jan Switchboard Op 1958-1961
399402 Cpl Boyle Cicely Vehicles/Clerk 1958-1965
401861 Lt Webster Valerie Geraldine Recruiting 1959-1962
402541 SSgt Carnegie Winifred Ann Regimental Stores 1961-1983

150



402574
403595
404985
405152
405255
405468
405658
1003499
406423
408976
410608
410971
412023
413142
414005
414779
416439
416707
416714
416734
418121
418917
418940
418964
418984
420211
420251
420747
420792
420923
421039
421926
421972
423176
423234
423286
425624
425889*
427477
427926
428557
429115
429433*
429763
430114
430438
430494
430923
432193
432664
432730
433171
433867
434025
435658
435730
435795
435867
439550
443199
444615
444938
454188
455010
457674
457946
458180
458501
460634
462465

n

Mandy
Mary
Phyliss
Betty/Kim
Maureen

Janet Ann
Jan

Sheila
Mabel E
Sally
Dorothy/Dot
Jean

Janet
Peggy/Phil
Margaret
Georgina
Lillian

Ann

Irene
Madeline
Susan
Christine Ann
Jenny
Mary

Sue

Pat

Moira Elizabeth
Doris
Glenys/Gee
Margaret
Anne

Helen
Jeannie
Patricia

Jan

Chris
Isabel/Paddy
Margaret
Joyce

Christine

Carol
Maureen
Josie

Sharon
Lesley

Susan

Kathy
Margaret
Susan/Sue
Eleanor/Rigby
Lorna

Audrey
Elaine/Bodie
Laura Anne
Susan

Paula
Valerie/Ginge
Rona

Jane Marguerite
Elaine/Smithy
Gillian
Nicola/Nikki
Elaine
Christine A
Yvonne
Deborah Ann
Diana/Mowgli
Maria/Shortie

Sgt Mandeville
Cpl Davies

Cpl Harris
LCpl Earley
LCpl Terry
WBIE CompEESon Erse VEEIOMonsie
Pte Davis

Pte Knight

Cpl Pitcher
Pte Adam

Cpl Shelley
WOl Ryder

Pte Lowery
Pte Moore
WOll Phillips
Pte Matthews
Cpl Cartwright
Cpl Ingham
LCpl Butler
LCpl Whittaker
LCpl! Phillips
SSgt Marcroft BEM
Pte Thorne
Pte Light

Pte Cully

Pte Waind

Cpl Hickman
wWOll Colguhoun
Cpl Mead

LCpl Hughes
Pte Goodinson
Pte Scott

Sgt Dunn
WOll Kerr

LCpl Buck

Pte Veness
Sgt Appleby
Sgt Turner

Pte Price

Pte Nicholls
Pte Walsh

Pte Hayes

Pte Nash/Clark
LCpl Windsor
Pte Penn

LCpl Lioyd

LCpl Holland
Pte Woosey
Pte Baird

WOl Taylor
LCpl Jeffrey

Pte Smythe
Pte Rowley
WOll Boden

Pte Sobotowska
LCpl Dyer

Sgt Panting
woll Haynes
Pte Andrews/Everitt
WOl Terry

WOl Smith

Pte Bastin
WOI Rochelle
Pte Harwood
Cpl Frost/Freer
Pte Giles

LCpl Witney
LCpi Gardner
Sgt Wells

Exp Asst Gunnery
Signals

Clerk

Signals

Waitress Offrs Mess
Postal Worker

Clerk

Clerk
Batwoman/Waitress
PTI

Postal W/Storewoman
Signals

Data Telegraphist
Punch Card Operator
Tech Clerk
Clerk/RAPC/Admin
Clerk

Clerk

Cook

Clerk

Signals

Postal
Provost/Dvr/Recruiter
Stewardess

Driver

Comcen Operator
Comcen Operator
Clerk

Clerk

Driver

RAPC

Office Orderly

Clerk

Switchboard Operator
Comcen Op/Data Op
Signals

Clerk

?

Driver

Comcen Operator
Signals

Medic

?

Clerk

Clerk/Dental Hygienist
Comcen Operator
Signals

Tech Clerk

Pay Clerk

Clerk

PTI

Comcen Operator
Driver

Switchboard Operator
PTI

Pay Clerk

Cook

PTI
Welfare/Admin/Signals
Signals

Analyst Programmer
Clerk

Tech Clerk

PT!

Stewardess

Signals

Clerk

Commcen Op
Clerk/Driver

Staff Clerk

1959-1965
1959-1963
1959-1966
1959-1962/37
1959-1963
1959-1962
1959-1981
1959-1962
1960-1963
1960-1963
1961-1964
1961-1966
1961-1993
1961-1963
1962-1964
1962-1987
1962-1965
1962-1965
1962-1968
1962-1965
1963-1966
1963-1966
1963-1992
1963-1965
963-1966
1963-1964
1963-1967
1963-1966
1963-1986
1964-1967
1964-1968
1964-1966
1964-1974
1964-1972
1964-1974
1964-1966
1965-1968
1965-197
1965-1968
1965-1967
1966-1968
1966-1969
1966-1968
1966-1969
1966-1988
1967-1969
1967-1970
1967-1970
1967-1968
1967-1971
1967-1990
1968-1972
1968-1969
1968-1972
1969-1979
1969-1971
1969-1974
1969-1974
1971-1993
1972-1974
1972-1987
1973-1995
1974-1977
1975-1997
1976-1978
1976-1983
1976-1980
1976-1983
1978-1982
1978-1990
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4E646T S5at Turmer Gilliar

466239 Fle Bremner Alyson

470840 Sql Pierca/Pirie EleriTaft
AFIAT2S LCpd Foote Deborah Ciane
BO7BES LCp Watking Sharon Donng
PA4B8S7S ' Ijie: Mary
fin fEPF cOn@:ﬁgpgmee VETbfo
PA93179 LiCol Westiaks Sue

Awaiting sarvica details of the following:

S5l AdlionPhillips Marjorie
Beansan Alrma
Gllmare [Hana
Meal Jaan

Pra Stewart Irane

Pie White Jurne Linda

Medic/Admin Asst 19749-1994
DChriver 1980-1582
Shaorthand Writer 1982-1989
E; 1883-1285
Staff Clerk 1980-1991
Cataring OMcer 1968-1579
RAPC Admin 1957-1905
AGE 1871-To daie

19563

1558
Vehicles 189571960
Signals 1964-1966

Members of the Stafford Branch - service details unavailable al present.

Catherine Bradbyry - 1981-1894

Ple Marion Hanshall - 1950-1952
Wid38004 LCpl Anne  Whyatt - 1870-1974
Wi473144 M D Wilton - 1583-1088

Royal Cambridge Home

RESIDENTIAL CARE IN RETIREMENT & LATER YEARS

Siruated near 1o Hamprton Court Palsce, the Home
15 beautifully appointed within its own grounds, Founded in
1851 for the widows of seldiers we can now welcome into
the Home those women who have themselves served in the
Army andor the Army Nursing Services and Nursing
Yeomanry. An enhanced quality of life in retinement
awaits you in a safe, manageable and comfortable
environment. For further details and a brochure
phease call or write to;
The Superintendent, Royal Cambridge Home,
82184 Hurst Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 94H

Telephone (D181) 979 3758
Registeresd Chariry Mo 225674
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SHOPPING LIST

The Association Badge is available for sala
from the WRAC Association HQ, These cost
£2 50 including package and posting.

If Branches order from 10-20 badges they
may deduct 5% from the cost

For orders ovaer 20 they may deduct 10% from
the cast,

All cheques to WRAC Association please
and seni ia:

WRAC Association HG
AGC Centre
Waorthy Crown
Winchester
5021 2ZRG

Mew ams

Association Key Fob — £1.80
Aszzociation Lapel Badge — £1.50

Please allow 28 days delivery for all llems.




Birthdays

Mell SHADFORD - 90 years

Nell Shadiord REMRCz0mpEesso Bl te TV CES IR in
Halsey House celebrated her 90th Birthday on 12 March,
1947,

Residenis and friends joined in the celebrations.

Mell joined the ATS in Fetruary 1938 and served with the
4k Moreeich Cay.

Whitst at Annual Camp at Britannia Barracks, MNorwich,
and on the declaration of War on 3 Seplembar, 1939, she
remained thera as a8 Stores Crdarly with the Royal Mosalk
Regiment,

She was transferred io the Royal Ordnance Corps at
Mousahold, Morwich, and became &4 Technical
Storewaman.

Later she served with HQ 13 Coy RADC at Elstres, Hars
and fnally at ARV RADC Brackley, Morhants whara sha
was demobbed in Seplember 1949 with the rank of S5t

Medl is a member of Leicester Branch WRAC Association
who sent thedr congratulations and presants and visit her
throughout the year.

Nell Shadford - 890 Years O

Alice Sarah DODEKINS — 100 years

Mrs Alice Sarah Dodking, & formar member of the QMAAC,
was 100 years old on 12 June 1997,

She was born Alicg Sarah Harwood in Stoke Newington,
Lordon, infe  a large family, Her father was a master
plasterar, Sarah - as she now likes to be called - did very

wedl at school; they wanted her 1o stay on and train as &
teacher, but financial pressures meant she had to go out
to work, She and her three sisters worked in a tailoring
faciory, she soon had & good position as a cutter, She
jwined up on 18 January 1918 ard served at Catarham
and Purflest, elther as a cook or an orderly, She was
discharged on 26 Octobar 1919,

In 1821 she married and had known her husband since
thedr school days. James Willlam Dodkins volunieered for
mititary service in the first week of September 1914 and
faught in the Royal Fusiliers. After the war he served in the
TA inthe Tower Hamiet Rifles. They had 5 children, At
the beginning of the War he was posted to Aldershot on the
slaff of the ACC Depot and Training Centre, and the family
moved there from the London area, Their aldest daughter
had already joined the ATS, and their son was soon called
up to the Rifle Brigade.

Sarah later became the caretaker of the Aldershat Manor
Houze, where the Regisiry Office was sileated and savera!
Health Clinics. She now lives in a comforiable Home in
Famborough where she is frequently visited by  her
children and her many grandchildren. A big lunch party is
fo be hedd on the day at a nearhy hotel. All her ife she has
been keen on tha theatre and particularly enjoved musical
shows. She has often told me of an evening at Caterham
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Leftt Side - Mrex Sarah Dodking

Barracks spent siiting on the dustbins singing with the star
Jack Buchanan, celebrating his birfhday with a boltle of
champagne, | do mol krow i he was  well known in those
days; she old me thal he had been thrown oul of the
Officers’ Mess but whather he was a yvoung officer or just a
mess  wailer was not revealed! She is a wvery
wondarlul mother-in-aw. Veronica Dodkins.

FREE W PRINTED OR EMBROIDERED
s AMFLE Vs TO YOUR OWN DESIGN

« T-SHIRTS

+ SWEATSHIRTS
(LK. MADE OLIVE
GREEN T-SHIRTS

- POLOSHIRTS
« RUGBY SHIRTS
« SWEATERS
= BASEBALL CAPS
HUMDEEDS OF
EMERCANERED
STOCK DESIGN:
AVAILRELE,

.r' FiOR FHEE [OLOUR EROCHUSES CONTALT:
I,

TEES TOTAL
4 High 5t Wootton Bossett,
f Swindon, Wilts 5N4 TAR
TEL: {(01793) BAFE88E

FAX: (01 793) B49890
CREDIT TERAMS FOR W M, FORCES

ENTRIES FOR LIONESS

Entfries for Lioness are wealcome bul the following
points should be noted whan submitting items:

1. Entries shoukd be typed whanaver possible

2. Branch Motes, Oolluarnes, Golden Weddings el
should copy the formal from cartier Lioness editions
as far as possible. (This saves re-editing)

3. FPut caplions to photographs (rememaer the 5 “W's
Who, What, Where, When and Why). Indicale the
position of paople in the photograph eg, Left to Right,
Seated’Standing, position in row from right or lefi
looking af the picture orin rekation o another
recognizable parson

4. Include maiden names or names at the time of the
evant 25 that is how you will be remambered.

5. Please enclosa self-addressad envelopas for retusm
ol photographs.

R A MUSEUM

Thie niew musewm, under construction at
Woolwich, is desperately needing
mamorabllia of the ATS,

At the moment, they have very few ilems to
prove we actually did exist during WWII years.

Sao please, if you have anything at all which
wiould help to dispel this myth = cap badges,
shoulder flashes — clothing — any insignia of
any kind = pictures of the girds in action, doing
their nomal jobs — you namea it, the musaum
wanls L So come on girls, pleasa halp.

Sand 1o ¢

Mr Mare Sharrilf
RA Historical Trust
RA Institution
Old Roval Military Academy
Woolwich
London SE18 4DH

Marc will acknowledge all contributions.




Weddings

SILVER WEDDING The Ballz are off o Buckingham Palace on 15 July 1o
aftend the Quean's Golden Wadding Garden Party.
PURKIS. MagtDdnorispateksoiSiipe OVWatisioRarty
given by the Shropshire Branch.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

BALLS-GUEST. On 3 May 1247 al 5t Mathaw's Church,
Withernsea. CSM Fred Balls RASC to Private Mally Guest,
Aumliary Terrmloral  Servica. Present  address: 156
Wiastella Road, Kirkella, Hull, East Yorks HUMO 7RP,

TIPTON-SCOTT. On 2nd August 1947, at Wellington
Register Officer, Trooper Foy Tiplon, 43 Recce RAC,
Cafterick, o LCpi Mancy Scoft. ATS RASC, Catierick.
Present Address: 91 Dawley Foad, Wellingion, Tetiord,
Shropshive TF1 2HT.




SAMPSON-PALMER. On the 2 August 1347 at 5t LONGSTOM-LIDDELL. On 8 March 1957 John and Mariha
Wilfrids Parish Church Notthenden, MG, Corporal Frank  were marmed al  Cadin, Scotland, Present address: 235
Sampson 1o Yvonne Doreen Palmer, Auxiiary Teritorial 11 Avenus Box 1481, Lively, Ontario, Canada F3Y 1N1,

Service. They have been invited to the Queen's Garden

ooy coped T CorHR SR EE N e Slof S T
- -

Road, Bhyl, Danbighshire LL1B 3PS5,

Fifty Years Cn The Longetons Today
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of Peggle (Ricardil Pudgeon and Hesband an their
Sk Anniversary, A Augusi 1837

Present address: 607 Live Oak Drive, Garden City, South
Caroling 29576, USA.

Poggie when serving

CANNING-WODD. On 12 July 1947 at 51 John's Church,
Harlow, Essex William J Canning ex Royal Marine to
Bamara Wood ex ATS, Present address: "Orlolans”, 3
Rainbow Road, West Mersea, Essax CO5S 8RE,

The Conningws in their goeden todoy
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CHRISTIE-SMITH-LEWIS. Edna and Theodore were JONES-WILLIAMS. On &th September 1947 at St Giles'

married on 25 January 1247 at 51 Margaret's Church, Church, Derby. Reuben Jones, Royal Welch Fusiiers
Lendon, After meeling in the Corporals’ Maess al the Royal

iy CiSgl, to Barbara ‘Wiliams Sgt, ATS of Hay-on- !
Y et DiapaL e Mg, Fresent address: 28 Momington  Crascent, hznhm,
Darby DE22 4BD. We met in the Sgits’ Mess at Guildford in
December 1946, he ATS wore laking over the camgp from
the Demab Centre, as a Training Centre, Eter to become
Cusen Elizabein Camp.

Wedding Dy

Edna and Theadore at their Goldm Wedding
cutting the cake on 25 January 1987 al fhe
Guarterdeck Hotel, Pocle, Dorset
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OWENS-VINER. On 24th May 1947 al Hope Baptist
Chapel, Highbridge, Scmerset. Bombardier Artificer Henry
Oweens formerly with 513t Highland Division married Edith
Vimer formerly Cpl  ATS with 484, 643, 524 (M) HAA
Batleries, Present address: 1 Smallwoods Mews, Quarry

Road East. HPEPP. @Gipressor Free Version

Thie Dewens Today

Wedeling Dy

RESEARCH INTO ATS

The research is going well but more
information is needed. If you are willing o
writa down your memoirs or be intendewed,
pleaze gel in touch with:

Maj [Reld) Imogen Corrigan
52 Wakeatords Park
Church Crocklam

Fleet
Hanls GU13 0OEY

Many thanks to all those individuals and
Branch Secretaries who have bean 50
genaerous with their tima.

Were you an ambulance driver in your service
dayz? Do vou have any memones thal | could
use in a book | am compiling about the British
Army Ambulance? Any experiences,
pholographs or details of senvice life, whether
humorous or dramatic would be of interast, and
also informatson about ambulance units,
espeacially 753 Field Ambulance Unit.

Please write {o:

Mike Homer
68 Ashdown Way
Saxon Meadows

Romseay
Hants 3051 5QR

or telephone me on Romsey (01794} 513982 o
ensure that the ATS/WRAC pearspective is
included in this book.
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Obituary

BRIGADIER DAME MARY TYRWHITT

Brigadier Dare Mar{- PIREETHOE F5eeoVESIOR the
Women's Boval Army Corps, 1949-50, died on February 13
aged 93, 3he was born on December 27, 1903,

The founder-director of the Women's Roval Army Corps
(WRAC) when it was formed in 1949, Mary Tyrwhitt played
an ingpirational rode in ensuning the fulure of women in the
Brittsh Army. The WRAC sprang out of the Auxikary
Temitorial Service (AT3) which had proved itsell in the
yaars of tha Second Workd War.

Bul in the postwar period it was not a foregone conclusion
that a women's corps had a robe o play. AL a fime of
uncerainty and dowbd for the ATS, it was her advice 1o the
Army Councll and her falth in a conlinuing women's role in
the Army that helped to bring the WRAL into being,

Although she did not herself join the ATS until she was
almost 35, Mary Joan Caroling  Tyrwhill came  from a
thoroughly martial family - albeit naval, nol military, Her
father, Admiral of the Fleet Sir Reginald Tyrwhitt, had
made his reputation during the First World War as
commandar of the celebrated Harwich Force of cruisers
and destrovers, which was renowned for its buccansering
spirit in constant clashes with the enemy.

Brigodier Dome Mory Tyraehidd
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Her brother, Admiral Sir St John Tyrahitl, who died at the
ralatively early age of 56, was a Second World War
desiroyer commander and Second Sea Lord from 1959 io
1961. Mary Tyrwhitt was therefore brought up much in the
iraditions of the Senior Service, and a5 a young gid she
fravelled the world with her parents.

Ag war clouds gathered, and il was apparent that, as they
had in the Firsl Warld War, women were going fo have 1o
play a role again, she joined the ATS on Movember 11,
1936, twanly years 1o the day after tha Armistice. The ATS
had been established two months eardier on September 2,
i3 purpose, o provide women  auxlianes to release
Tarmitarial soldiers for active service in the event of war,

She soon proved herseff to be an officer of outsianding
ability. Her first task was o raise a plalcon al Cranbrook,
kent, which was affiliated io The Royal East Kent Regiment
| The Buffs).

On the outbreak of war she was in charge, first, of
general dulies parsonned and, early in 1840, was appoinied
company commander in charge of cooks, clerks and
orderéas at Chatham. She was then appointed to be an
instrucion al the first ATS Junior Officars” School.

This was followed by appointments as chiel instructor and
the commandant of the NCOg' School (then located at
Foyal Holloway Codlege in Egham, Surrey) with the rank of
Chief Commander. After senior appointments on the siaff
and on regimental duty, she became Deputy Director ATS
as a Controller, and in 1846 took over from Dama Leshe
Whateley as Diractor,

She was immediately faced with the responsibility of
advising the Army Council on the possible formation of a
new corps of woman as parl of the Regular Army. It had to
be decided to what extent this new comps should be
governed by the normal regulations of the Army, There was
a good deal of discussion, inwhich Many Tyrwhilt played an
imporant part, and it was nol  undil February 1, 1849, that
the new comps cams into being. Samor Controller bMary
Tyrwhitt became the first Director Women's Roval Ary
Corps, in the rank of Brigadier, refiring a year later.

She was appointed OBE In 15846 and DBE in 1843, She
was awarded fhe Termlonal Decoration in 1850, She held
the appointment of Hon ADC 1o King George VI from 1848
ber 1950,

Sha ratired in 1951, bul remained as a member of the
WRAC Council for the following three years and alsc
became President of the ATS Dinner Club - an appoinbment
which sha enjoyed for many years.

She had served in the Army for more than 12 years and in
her retirement joined the Women's Royal Volunlary Service



and became an assistant regional administraior in the
Southern Region until 1965, She lived for many years in
Fowsey, Wiltshire, before mowving finally to Tiddington
near Stratford-upon-Avon,

Abways interead i 5 BB Tl BREACSIOR, in
towch with the Corps throughowt the years. In 1988,
afthough by than in her sighties, she was very happy to
become ATS representafive on the committes formed o
arrange the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Servica.

In that year she travelled up to London for the many
meetings, insisted on doing all  the tinng  walking anound
the Barbican and gave her fellow meambers of the
committes the greatest pleasure by har  unfailing inferest,
enthbwusiasm and Fumour.

She was unmarrad.

Courtesy of THE TIMES (28 Feb 1937)

MATIOMAL ARMY MUSEUM RECEIVES
BRIGADIER DAME MARY TYRHITT'S MEDALS

Hrigadier Anne Field. lan Robertson (Direcior of the
Natinnal Army Musseml ard Sir Regpinald Tyeaehitt with
Merrv Twrwhidis Medals

The Mational Army MuSsum in Chelses has been
presented with the medals of Brigadier Dame Mary
Tyrwhilt, one of the foremost serscewomen of the 200
Century. Mary Joan Cargling Tyrwhitt was bomin Dublin
on 27 December 1903, 0n 11 Movember 1938, aged
thirty four, Mary Tyrwhilt joined the newly formed
Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) and proved to be an
officer of outstanding ability. After a number of highly
responsible posts she became Depuly Dirgctor and then,
in 1846, Director ATS,

Since 1993, the Mational Army Museumn has been home
tx the Collection of the Women's Roval Army Corps,
much of which k& currently on  display in a Special
Exhibiticn entitled “The Righl To Serve”. Mary Tyrwhill's

medals will shorlly be added to this Exhibition in a case
which already includes items relating to her caresr.

Brigadier Dame Mary Tyrwhitt's medals were presented to
the Museum by her nephew, Sir Reginald Tyrwhitl, They
are as follows:

Cirder of the British Empire,
Badge and Star of a Dame Commander,
Detence Medal 1939-45,
Brilish War Madal 1933-45,
Efficiency Decoration 1851,
Women's Voluntary Service Long Service Medal,

COLOMEL A A KELLY BA

Calonel Gail Kelly first joined the Army as Oificer Cadet
Hulchesen  when she became a member of Quesn's
University Officer Training Corps in October 19682, A
sludent studying for her BA she was bright, bubbly, keen
and full of fun. She fackled evarything pul in her way. It
was no surprise  thal she chose an  Army caraer on
successfully completing  her degree and  was
commissionad inte the Regular Army in Movember 1365,

Initially she worked with Royal Signals doing a tour in
SHAFPE, then located in Paris, bul did not get a lurther
posting culside the UK wuntil she weni to Gemmany on
promotion to Cotonel as Commander WRAC/Chie! G
HQ BAOR in 1887. The majority of her career was
spent working for  the Comps. She worked as a Staff
Caplain and later as a Major in MOD AGTE and then as
502 WRACZ, WHAC Directorate, She worked at the
WRAC College and then commanded Richmond Wing
RMAS after the move from Frimbey. She was an
outstandingly good siaff officer.

During her 24 vears service she worked seiflessly for the
good of ohars of all ranks as a caring, loyal and
conscienticus officer. Popular with her peers, officers and
sarvicewamen she was always ready to help anyone  at
anytime,

She married Bill and ook on her new family with love,
enthusiasm and an added zest for life, She was always
g0 proud when her stepsons  achieved success in theair
Army careers. Our deepest sympathy goes to Bill, and
the family, over har sudden death last December. She
is sorely missed and mourned by many colleagues,
farmily and friends,
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ACREMAN: Pamela Frances (née Cook) of
16 November 1996. ATS

Aylesbury on

ALLEN: Ann (née Gamble) of Dawley Bank on 5 November
1996. ATS

PDF Comogressor Free Version
ARNOLD: Ethel Winifred 31 January 1997 at Barnet.

ATS

BLACKADDER: M S Miss of Hamilton on 23 October 1996.
ATS

BLAND: LE (née Potter) Blue Water AUSTRALIA on 13
January 1997. ATS

BONFIELD: Winifred May (née Martin) in November 1996
in Plymouth. ATS

BOWKER: Kathleen Anne (née WISBEY) on 14 April 1997
in Seal. ATS/WRAC

BRACEGIRDLE: Ivy Elizabeth (née Shepherd) on 12
February 1997 in Colchester. ATS

BROWN: D F (née Moffat) on 26 April 1997 at Brentford.
ATS

BROWN: Janet Miss on 10 December 1996 at Callendar.
ATS

BYERS: Mary Miss on 3 February 1997 at Plymouth. ATS

CHANDLER: Ethel Kathleen aged 101 on 21 January
1997 at Portslade. QMAAC

CHASE: Marion (née Davidson) on 10 April 1997 at
Lockheath. ATS

CHIDGEY: Margaret Elizabeth (née Ratcliffe) in January
1997 at Bruton. ATS/WRAC

CLARK: Gladys May Miss on 17 September 1996 at
London. ATS

COOK : Jessie (née Barber) on 6 March 1997 at Clacton On
Sea. ATS

DEWER: M (née Telfor) on 1 January 1997 at Frimley. ATS

DRAKE: Sheila Lt Col on 28 April 1997 at Shaftesbury.
ATS/WRAC

DRAYTON: Alice Dora (née RAYTON) in December 1996
at Hull. ATS

ELLINGTON: Edna (née Austin) on 7 April 1997 in Norfolk.
ATS

ESDALE PEARSON: MARY (née HARRISON) on 3 April
1997 in Cowes.

FIELD-SMITH: Meriel (née RICHARDSON) on 16
November 1996 in Ascot. ATS

FITZPATRICK: Lady Mary (née CAMPBELL) in July 1996
at Otley. ATS

FLOREY: Esther Florence (née McCully) on 13 December
1996 at Chatham. ATS
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GALPIN: Eileen (née Butler) on 18 January 1997 at
Hayling Island. ATS

GIBSON: A Miss in February 1996 at Dumfries. ATS

GREENAWAY: Doreen Mrs on 26 January 1997 at
Plymouth. ATS

GREENSIDES: M D Miss on 19 February 1997 at
Bridlington. ATS

GRINDLEY: M F (née Mullins) on 22 December 1996 at
Kingsbridge. QMAAC

GUY: Catherine B on 30 April 1997 at Glasgow. ATS

HANCOX: Irene (née Baker) in April 1997 at Worcester.
ATS

HELMSLEY: Renata (née Serafini) on 16 February 1997 at
Stirling. ATS

HENDERSON: Davina Mary Miss at Cromer. WRAC

HULME: Kathleen (née Connolly) on 15 October 1996 at
Crewe. ATS

JONES: Phyllis Mary (née Penny) on 20 February 1997 at
Orpington. ATS

KAYE: Cecil, Beatrice (née Knight) on 13 October 1996 at
Chepstow. ATS

KELLY: Abigail Col (née Hutheson) on 28 December 1996
in Ireland. WRAC

KIDSON: L in January 1997 at York. ATS

LEYLAND: D (née Hunt) on 25 January 1997 at Coventry.
ATS

LUCAS: Peggy Mrs on 23 December 1996 at Huntsville,
Texas. ATS

MacTAVISH: Grace Ann (née Goldsworth) on 5 January
1997 at Ayr. ATS

McCAW: Betty Mrs in March 1997 at Prestwick. ATS

McCHESNEY: Isobel Mary (née Miffy Smith) on 31 March
1997 at Southport

McINTOSH: Iris Mary (née Whitbread) on 16 December
1996 at Cleethorpes. ATS

MANN: J H (née Walker) on 21 June 1996 at Sutton. ATS
MORTON: Beryl Edith on 1 April 1997 at Hereford. ATS
NEILSON: Joyce of Ayr in her 101st year. WAAC/ATS
PALMER: Joyce Evelyn at Swansea. ATS

PAYNE: E M (née Dove) on 2 January 1997 in London.
ATS

PINNOCK: Christine Margaret (née Ravensdale) on 18
February 1997 at Leicester. ATS



PLANT :Joan AW on 21 December 1996 at TRING. WRAC
POD : Beryl (née Harding) in October 1996 at Telford. ATS

PRICE: Selena (née Whitehouse) on 1 January 1997 at
Coventry. WHASE Compressor Free Version

QUARRIE: Lt MBE Joan Elizabeth in December 1996 in
Leicester. WRAC

REDFERN: Eva Johanna (née
December 1996 in London. ATS

Feilchenfeld) on 31
REES: Vera Ballard Miss on 8 February 1997 in London.
ATS

REID: Margaret (née Kerr) on 7 December 1996 at
Omagh. ATS

SAVAGE: Phyllis (née ARMSTRONG) on 25 December
1996 at Cleveland. ATS

SLADEN: Mary on 28 December 1996 at Seaford. ATS

SPALTON: Peggie Rosemary Miss on 28 December 1996
at Gillingham, Dorset. ATS

SPENCE: Henrietta Taylor on 9 April 1997 at Edinburgh.
ATS

TAYLOR: Maureen (née Harper) in December 1996 at
Darlington. ATS

THOMAS: Alice (née Haggas/Wrigley) on 5 February 1997
at York. ATS

TORTOISE: Margaret
Haywards Heath. ATS

Elizabeth on 10 January 1997 at
TWIGG: Edith Eileen (née Sarney) on 27 February 1997 at
Gosport. ATS

TYRWHITT: Brigadier Dame Mary DBE TD on 13 February
1997 at Stratford Upon Avon. ATS/WRAC

WAGSTAFF: Patricia Ruth (née Richardson) on 20 April
1997 at Eastbourne. ATS

WALKER: A L Miss on 10 April 1997 at London.
ATS/WRAC

WARDMAN: Holly Joyce in February 1997 at Hereford.
ATS

WATKINSON: Veronica Miss in July 1996 at Leicester.
ATS

WHEADON: Kay (née Kirk) on 27 December 1996. ATS

WHITAKER: A (née Ramsden) on 25 January 1997 at
Norwich. WRAC

WILLIAMS: Alice May on 27 March 1997 at Rhyl. ATS

WILLIAMS: Sadie (née Keeton) on 10 April 1997 at
Wandsworth. ATS

WRATTEN: Joan Mrs on 5 January 1997 at Dorchester.
ATS

ENTRIES FOR LIONESS

Entries for Lioness are welcome but the following
points should be noted when submitting items:

1. Entries should be typed whenever possible

2. Branch Notes, Obituaries, Golden Weddings etc
should copy the format from earlier Lioness editions

as far as possible. (This saves re-editing)
Who, What, Where, When and Why). Indicate the
Seated/Standing, position in row from right or left

looking at the picture or in relation to another
recognizable person.

event as that is how you will be remembered.

of photographs.

3. Put captions to photographs (remember the 5 ‘W’s

position of people in the photograph eg, Left to Right,

4. Include maiden names or names at the time of the

5. Please enclose self-addressed envelopes for return

SILVER PLATED ATS BADGES

ASSOCIATION HQ now holds a stock of the
silver plated replicas of the ATS badge which
was issued to volunteers in 1938-39 before
uniforms were available. The cost is £2.75
each including packing and postage.

Branches may order in bulk and a 5%
discount is allowed for orders over 10 badges.

(The stock of these badges offered by London
Branch in the last Lioness has been
exhausted.)

WILLS

You are asked to consider when making or
revising your Will to leave a bequest to the
Corps Benevolent Funds.

For example, words such as “l bequeath the
sum of £ XXXXX to the ATS & WRAC
Benevolent Funds, presently at Worthy Down
or their successors. | wish my legacy to relieve
the current needs of those eligible to receive
help from the said funds.”.
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