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EDITORIAL

By the time that you will be reading this edition of
Lioness the VJ Day Commemorations will have taken place
and the Nation will have reached the end of a seven year
period when some event of the Second World War was
being commemorated fifty years on. This Association can
claim to have been the first in the field with The Grand
Reunion in 1988 which commemorated the 50th
Anniversary of the Formation of the Auxiliary Territorial
Service in 1938.

However, this edition was being prepared before the VJ
events and the items in these pages are concentrated much
more on the VE Day events in London, the Provinces and
across the Atlantic in Canada.

Also being commemorated are 34 Golden Weddings
indicating those who saw 1945 as a time to look to the
future. There is also one couple celebrating their Emerald
Wedding who showed even greater faith in the future by
marrying in 1940.

| regret that we are reaching the point when it will be
necessary to review the rates of subscription. It costs over
£1 per copy to produce Lioness and over 50p to post each
copy in the United Kingdom so it is obvious that the £2
Annual subscription is insufficient to meet the costs of
Lioness leave alone the running expenses of the
Association. Although our offices, equipment and staff
wages are met from the Ministry of Defence budget, the cost
of items such as printing, postage, stationery, the AGM and
audits all have to be met from Association funds. Although
the Association has investments which bring in some
income this is clearly not enough to cover inflation and the
terrible rise in the cost of newsprint. Watch this space!

This page also contains a notice which shows that your
General Secretary and Editor is approaching his ‘sell by
date’. Thank you for your support and for the mass of
material for this edition. Keep it flowing.

GENERAL SECRETARY

The position of General Secretary to the WRAC
Association and Joint Secretary to the Benevolent
Funds will become vacant in the next twelve months.
It is a Retired Officer Grade 3 Civil Service post with a
starting salary of £12,500 and with the opportunity to
earn performance related increases.

Anyone thinking of applying should in the first instance
register as a potential Retired Officer with:

Ministry Of Defence
Civilian Management (Retired Officers)
Room 348, Somerset Hall
Somerset Street
BATH BA1 5AB

The act of registration does not imply any obligation to
take an RO post.
It simply means that those who register will have their
eligibility established and receive notification of all
posts as they become available.

SHOPPING LIST

The Association Badge is available for sale from
the WRAC Association HQ These cost £2.00
including package and posting.

If Branches order from 10-20 badges they may
deduct 5% from the cost.

For orders over 20 they may deduct 10% from the
cost.

All cheques to WRAC Association please and
sent to:

WRAC Association HQ
Block 10

AGC Centre

Worthy Down
Winchester

S021 2RG

WRAC Association Badge
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CONGRATULATIONS

B Troop of 301 Battery of 33 Searchlight Regiment on
hiaving their Victony V behind St Paufs Cathedral depicted on
national postage slamps

PDF Compressor Free Version

£
i .

Mre Vera Royoll presends bouguet fo Viee-President,
Brigadier Anne Fisld of Southern Group Reunion

Mrs Daoris Madill (Nee Bunch) for being the first overseas
member b0 receiva a Cerificate of Appreciation. It was
dedivered to her in Canada and the picture balow is of har In
her ATS days.

Darias Runeh (new Madilll

Sergeant Kelly Holmes ATC [(formedy WRAC) in
reprasanting Greal Brtain n World Champlonships.
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Corporal Andrea Joanne Matthews AGC (Provost) and
Lance Corporal Ann Mare Bevan BLE both formery WRAC
an the award of the MBE in the Birhday Honowrs List 19585

Rita Macdonakd (Méa Brown) of Glasgow an baing helped
by Cilla Black's “Searchling” to a reunion in Luton with tha
Mayor and other membars of 93 Searchlight Regiment.

Mrs Margaret Bingham (Méa Starmwvay) ook parl inoa
Channed 4 fund raising appeal for 5t Dunstan’s of which she
has been a beneficiary sence 1944 when she was blinded
while senving with the ATS,

Mrs Ruth W Jewsall MBE of tha Greater Londan Branch on
hiar award In the Mew Year's Honowrs List 1905,

Major B Walters-Davies, Captain WA Allen and Captain C
O'Mians on recendang their Cofours for Onenteening,

Mrs Mary Hawley wino lawd a wrealh at the Uinknosn
Soldiers Tomb in Brussels on 50th Annivarsay of VE Day as
part of & British Libaration Army Association feam.

Members of the Colchester Branch who raised £575 for
the Benevolant Fund ir Bau of Tlowers in memosy of their late
Secretary Beryl Waolfe who died in May after a long and
brave fighl against cancer.

Lisutenant Colonal Heten Homewood RLG (V) on being
appointed fo form end command 163 Movement Control
Regiment (V) and to Lieutenant Colonel Diana Henderson
on being chosen to Command 162 Movament Condnol
Regiment (V). They are the first female Commanding
Officers in the Royal Logistic Corps (V).

Are you thinking of
FULL-TIME study for a degree?

Have you thought of CRMBRIDGE?

LUCY CAVENDISH COLLEGE
CAMBRIDNGE
is
the college of Cambridge University
which specialises in admitting malure
women (21 or over) as undergraduates

Why not find out about us?

For more information contact:
Or. Lindsey Trauh
Lucy Cavendish College

Cambridge CB3 @8U. (81223-358288)




MEMORIES
by Josephine Flinn (née Moseley)

Anniversares hawve a habit of bringing back hapgpy
memaries, and on my Golden Wedding Day | thought back

Camacie. BV B o
Barracks, m@m I t nge
barrack block, and | was in “Martinigue’. Just two of us were
English, the remainder Scots. There was the usual daily
barack room inspection by the Duly Officer with marks oul
of 10 and remarks about the stale of the floor, dust on
Iockars and lack of tidiness, etc., recorded on & form pinned
to the wall by the door. Each month the rocom with the
highest marks was awarded the honour of holding the prize,
a pictura, for the ensuing month,

Unforiunately "Martinigue' never succeeded in winning
the prize. The picture wsually hung in “Aamilles’. But one
day a lovely walercolour appeared on our notice board,
painted by one of the girs, with the inscription, "Presenied
in "MARTIMNIZUE', for having ihe difiest lloor, the dushies
lockers, but the BEST GIBLS! This they cerlainly wera, |
alten wonder what happened to that pictura.

As the date for my mariage leave drew near, | was
consfantly informed about Scollish customs on such
pccasions, and one was thal on my last evening | would be
pait in & wheelbarmow with my face blackenad, and paraded
around the Square, accompanied by all the ocoupants of
‘Martinkque’, while the Reveille bell was rung as loudly as
possible. As a gullibbe Sassenach, with no knowledge of
Scollish customs | was very apprehensive, and decided o
go-out for that last evening with my fnend Ada, and stay out
until Lights Qul.

When we got back to "Martinique' that night, after Lights
Cut, wa found the hghts were stil on, but everyone
apparently fasl asleep. On my bed were hwo lile size
dummies, a male in slacks, and a female dressed in my best
uniform, They were stuffed with pillows, happy faces drawn
with makeup; good wishes and many humorcus messagas
pinned to both, Beneath them my bed was the best "apgpla
pie’ aver. Dried peas and rice and other lems from tha
kitchen inside the folded boltom sheel, pyjamas completely
sewn up everywhare with the liniest stiches - bultonholes,
sleeves, legs and waistband; absolulely unwearable, hose
slitches would take hours to unpick, it must have takan them
ihe whole evening to do. It dawned on me then (how "green’
| wasl), that the threat of the wheelbarrow ride was just to
make sure that | would make mysell scarce for a long time,

Im twig mindtes the room was in uproar as Ada and | wanl
round and tpped up mattresses, tossing everyone oul of
bed, The Sgls were spots and stayed in their litthe room and
allowed us to have cur fun, | will never forgel "Marinique’,
and the never-io-be-forgotten send off they gave me info
marmage! Their wedding gifts treasured skill,

| wonder if anyone reading ihis will remember that night
toa. Whene are you now? Effie Molnnes our artist, Bella
Farguhar, Milly Glancy, Batty Steven, Cathy Hall, Margaret
Kelty, Mary Laird, Marjorie Fostor, Emily Mackay, Helen
Dykes, Margaret Morris, Cathie Pathson, Ann Mackie and
athers, You knew me as Jo Mo’ and | woukd love to hear
from you, &t 4, Walders Road, Rustingion, West Sussex
BM1E 3PE. (01203 774818)

VARIED SERVICE
by Dorothy Perry (nee Wheatley)

| served in the ATS first at Talavera Camp Northamptan,
After fraining | was company runner betweean 5 companes
of ATS, Later someone fook pity on me and I8l ma usa a
bicyche. The Princess Foyal came to inspect, | was OM
Clerk then in HO Company Morthampicnshire Regt. It was

1941, very cold and snowy, We had o wall on parade for
Princess Mary for 2 hours, no great-coats allowed. The 5gis
of the Morhamptonshires frained us for drill, They didnt
think tac much of this at first - out they changed their attitude
later, when they knew we passed out in various trades. We
ware Volunteers then. This was my rank | would ke
anyone who remembers me to contact me. Serving (name
Wheatley) there or later in 467.72 S/L Regt RA at Gurst in
Morlalk in the operations room. | was a teleploter than. |
was on duly when Group Capt Aitkin a fighter pilol was
bryireg o land. He was a “lame duck” after a raid in Europa.
He sent a massage on landing safely - “Thank you boys for
the golden road’. The duty officer told me o link all sites and
pass on the message. He didn't think most of the boys’ on
duly were “gifls" ATS,

| was in the Middlesex Regt at the Menor House, Oid
Hanstanion as a decoder. O Col Boggis alfowed us to
wear a comflower on our sleeve {because of a senvice his
tamily had done for the Crown) in past timas. Micky was the
ATS with me and some HO clerks. | saw in tha SAGA
magazing and cornflowers please contact for & reunion. |
did this. They told me we don't have women ai our reunion,
What a shower, weant from there o ATS Provost raining on
passing 1o Aldershod, Luton, Hull - R Har, B Walts, Panny
Duckeh - Cambridge, London District. | would love to hear
fram amyone who trained with me at Mychett,

Hazel Tilly or Booker, Jean Tumer who was with me
serving in interrogalion centre 15844, Dorothy Wheatley or
long known as BLOT.

ATE PROVOSET 104
Huazel Tilly - Doratky Wheatley (now Perryvi

ATSE PROVOST REUNION
Helen Wheeler - Dyrothy Perry - Pom Bowles



BRITISH VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT
by Mrs Sybille Phillips (née Nugent)

This letter is meant to be on behalf of all who answered
the call for help in 1940 via the British Volunteer Movement
in the ColoniesPlAdh £n6 mjpicessimrithsn@irth aesd @Bked
to join up, Many did - | cannot give any statistics but | was
one of 25 women who came in October 1942 from
Washington, DC.

Perhaps you have not heard of this movement. The troop
| was with, sailed from New York on the “City of Hong Kong”.
A very perilous journey but we made it and eventually were
sent to Guildford No 1 Queen’s Camp. We were a happy
group and made a lot of friends. Eventually | was
Commissioned, only rose to a humble Subaltern.

| am writing, as | say, on behalf of all. We lost touch, as
like all others were scattered and eventually repatriated.
However - this 50th Anniversary year, | wonder why no
mention is ever made to this group of men and women. We
could have stayed in peace and plenty but chose not too.
Don’t want to be called gallant or any such thing but { am
sure for history as well as our love of Old England couldn’t
we have a “small mention”?

| am a member of the British Legion - not the Women’s
Section and would gladly march in that wonderful group if
my legs would allow.

My husband reads to me but not The Lioness. | have all
the bits of paper the Embassy in Washington sent.

Hope | have not bored you!

ENTRIES FOR LIONESS

Entries for Lioness are welcome but the following
points should be noted when submitting items:

a. entries should be typed whenever possible
(Modern scanning machines can copy direct without
the need for re-typing/typesetting)

b. Branch Notes, Obituaries, Golden Weddings etc
should copy the format from earlier Lioness editions
as far as possible.(This saves re-editing)

c. Send original photographs. (Although no absolute
guarantee can be given we do make every effort to
safeguard and return photographs. While modern
reprographic techniques are very good the fact
remains that every time a picture is copied the
quality goes down})

d. Put captions to photographs (remember the 5 ‘W’s
Who,What,Where, When and Why). Indicate the
position of people in the photograph eg, Left to Right,
Seated/Standing, position in row from right or left
looking at the picture or in relation to another
recognizable person.

e. Include maiden names or names at the time of the
event as that is how you will be remembered.
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EARLY DAYS AT GUILDFORD
by Mrs Barbara M Jones (née Williams)

| have intended to write this letter for a long time. Having
read the reports over the last couple of years of the farewell
ceremonies in the Journal may | offer a quite different point
of view, a romantic one.

| was a Platoon Sergeant in Leicester in 1946 at Glen
Parva Barracks, when we were told that a move to Guildford
was to take place. Leicester was closing down as a Training
Centre.

Our final Company was in training and the Main Party left
from Glen Parva station by train. | was on the Rear Party
and we left Leicester on 6 December 1946.

It was a cold, cold day, the roads like a sheet of ice (no
M1 then). RASC drivers drove the trucks and jeeps.

In one of the leading jeeps was Cpl Maclean from my
Company, No 3. Blue ribbon on shoulder.

Every so often on our slippery trip the leading vehicle
would stop, always near to a mini wood or an interesting
looking hay stack, and we would climb out for the obvious
reason.

At last we drove into the camp at Guildford after quite a
hair raising journey, but a lot of laughs.

We were eventually taken to our huts, the Sergeants’
Mess was a shock, there were still men in the camp, some
of whom were German Prisoners of War. They did coal
fatigues and various odd jobs around the camp site.

One of the members of the Mess paid particular attention
to me. He and a few others showed us around Guildford and
the Stoughton area. My escort was a Staff Sergeant in the
Royal Welch Fusiliers. He changed his posting from York to
Aldershot. Guildford at that time was a Demob Centre. We
met on 6 December 1946, engaged 6 May 1947, married 6
September 1947. You can imagine what memories were
evoked for me in Guildford.

The Training Companies on the Square, medicals in the
CRS (now gone) and queuing for kit at the QM Stores, near
the Museum site.

| finally left the service in April 1948, and moved into
married quarters in Aldershot. My husband was a regular
soldier and had already served 19 years in his Regiment, 3
years of which were in Burma. | was to follow the flag for 12
years, W/33263.

PR D OR EMBROIDERED
— D YOUR O DESIG
4 -
T "
i ? d & ()
-~ iz .
) \‘ N n -
uk woeouve | NN, - BASEBALL car
GREEN T-SHIRTS . i OR FREE COLOUR BROCHURES CONTA
OUk; TEES TOTAL
HUNDREDS OF D]‘:SIGI 748 High St,Wootton Bassett,
EMBROIDERED HERE Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB
STOCK DESIGNS y / TEL: (01793) 849888

AVAILABLE.

FAX: (01793) 849890



ANTIPODEAN ADVENTURES
by Mrs Barbara M Jones

| have recently retumed from Sydney, Ausiralia where |
again contacted the Brilish Ex-Sarvice Women's Associabon,

Lnfortu
closed, but thh ies. D by o0 R A s oibroe
Street

I attended their October meeting and as | was the Branch
Standard Bearer at Allastres, Derby, for 3 vears | voluriearad
to carry the Standard for the British Ex-Service Women at the
Armistice Day Sarvice, | had o cancel thal honour because
my arthritis reminded me it was still there,

| thar attended the Chrisimas lunch in December and we
had a lovely meal including small individual Xmas puddings.

i was with greatl deight | met up with Grace Hansford
pgas,

She kad come down from her home in Katcomba in the
Blug Mouniains, and had brought with her a baeactilly
decorated Chrsimas cake. Grace has made the cake for the
parly for many vears, one of dozens she makes and lces,
wedding, christenings, anniversaries, you name H Graca
makes it. | can’t remember all of your names ladies | am
sorry, but | met Olive Durkin and Molly Webb again. Molly
had had a broken hip but was on the mend, the kst time |
saw her was 4 years ago at the Gamzon Church in the Rocks
Area, she was wearing her full ATS wniform, The anky thing
that would fit me foday would be my capl!!t

I lovied meeting them all again, | was mada 5o welcome.

You are asked to take a small gitt which is placed in a bag
then each lady draws one out,

There was also a wonderdul raffle and | was lucky, my
nismber came out and | was abie o choose a beaufifully
ambrosderad picturs.

Wy huskband and | had a busy tima. Wa flew to Metboume
and he mel two Burma comrades from his Regiment S0
years on, and on o Adelaide wheta wa visited ald naighbours
from my marred guarter days in Germany and Jamaica. |
followed tha flag for 12 years aftar | was martiad,

| read “The Lioness” from cover to cover and the latest
edition has a photograph with fris Fenick in it. She batongs to
the Wimbledon Branch of the Associaton.

She, Eileen Molan and | wesa all al Glen Parva Leicesler
In 1845-1846 and moved to Queens Camp, Guikdford on &
December 1846. Iris and | were Mo 3 Training Company
{ble ribbon). Eileen Molan Mo 2 Company (yallow rbbon). |
mat her one day walking through Up Park Camg, Kingston,
Jamaica, she had come out on a banana boat to tha
Caribbean Company. Our Regiment had trooped an HBAS
DILWARA.

| have looked in vain for vears for anyone from those
fraining days, | had mowved io Laiceslar whan Honlion closed
down. 5o - Jenny Palon, Sgit Corbett, Sgt Robson, CSM
Coldwell, Ky Prior, Sgt Higgins, Sgt Lokultz, Cpl Davidson,
Cpl Kitchen where are yvou all? | know wherna Ticky Wright is,
wa ara still in iouch.

| am a life member of the Leicester and Mottingham
Branch of the Association, nol able to attend meetings I'm
afrasd.

THANK YOU

WO Il (CSK) Kate Prior wishas to thank afl of her
Service Inends and wall wishers for thelr many
letters and kind messages of suppon during her

recent illness. They were much appreciated,

CANADA REMEMBERS - 6 MAY 1995
by Mrs Marjorie Brough [nége Holman)

Saturday &th May 1955 dawned bright and clear with a
fairty brisk breeze and lots of sun. It was with some
trepidation that we descended on (he Western Fair Grounds
at B.45am. So much had already gone wrong and we
appearad o be a lorgotten few. After advertising for ex-
members of the ATS, WAAF, WRNS and WRAL in our kacal
paper, we were homified o find curselves identified as the
Army Transport Service. On guestioning this, we ware told
that the paper had received this interpretation of our sarvica
from a Ligutenant Colonel in the Canadian Arvy and
ancther [rate officer vehemently denied there was any such
Corps as the WRAC. It took quite a long explanation o
satigfy the reporter that we were indeed ex-mambers of the
Auxitiary Territorial Service and that there was a very
flourishing Women's Royal Army Crops with headquarters
in the UK., This did elicit an apology in the next day's press,
However, when we arrived at the parade ground no one
knew where fo place us and. you've guessed it, we were
fodd we would be riding with the 22md London Service
Battalion. This, in spite of our nsistence that some of our
members would be marching. However, we dug in our heets
and after going throwgh varicus channals of authority, were
given permission o march. We had an ATS and WHRAC
Agsociption Banner attachad o the side of tha vahicls while
just 2 brave souls carvied & Banner and were not even within
hearing distanca of any of the bands to lighten our staps.
However, our members riding In the transport gave some
vary spirited renditions of WW2 songs and as we came out
of the Fair Grounds, the chears of the crowds reached our
ears; we gripped the banner firmly; our heads went up and
we slepped out smartly. The warmih ard friendliness of the
crowds; the "Good for You™ cries from many of the women
watching and the many children waving their flags made it
all worth while, One of the most heart-wanming sighis wers
3 children, with a gentleman who appeared o ba Iner
grandiather weanng medals from WW1 and WW2. The
three children had obviously been wall schodled and with
thelr grandfather, gave us a perfect military saluta as we
passed them by.

Ciur day didn't end afier the parade - we had baan given
permisgion o hold a display in the old Court FHouse akong
with the Royal Hussars and The Royal Canadian Regimant.
We managed quite a formidable display of memorabilia and
spent the rest of the afternoon answering questons abaut
our varicus roles during the war and Ffe in Britain.

Altogether we wera happy that we had been able 1o make
people awarg of the coniribution made by women from all
walks of life and particulary prowd of having bean a part of
such a memorable shice of history

BY



VE DAY IN BRUSSELS Bth MAY 1845
by Mrs Joan Awbery (née Stittle)

A lgiter home [opened by the censorl} dated 10th May
1845 is full of exciternent.

nave boen at RO KHIKBIEYOR | WECS SOl nas

zaid "1 wish | had been al home, or in London’, | guess it has
been simply wornderful in Londorn. And what waathar? Righit
up to Sunday it was cold and rairy and dull, but since Monday
it's been very hot and pariect for celebations.

Our exciternents started on Monday because we heard
tiven thal Germany had given in during the morming 50 at nighl
all the civiians celebrated. Al the height of activibas | saw
three iruck-loads of German prisoners in that awful grey
uniform being transported through the city, The reaction from
the population was frighiening.

Tuesday, work as usual in the marning, but after luncking
al the Canada Club and meating up with Trands and having
rictous reunsons with some girls who had just come across
from England whaom | had krown in Camibridge days - we met
Henretta and her husbamd (Belgians with wham | have been
friendly for somsa time) and they ook us off to a cale (roughty
equal to a pub excapt that they are open all day long for the
sale of any sort of drink and most of the lables arg out on the
pavement 50 one sits among the pedestrians). Al 3 o'clock
we heard Mr Churchill speak through a loudspeaker set up
fromt of the American Club. What a thrill that was, and what
excilements 100k place, Mo mose work that day, We walked
miles round the city admiring the illurmirations, the neon
signs, the fioodiit buidings and the antics of a wild pubc,

In the main square was a loudspeaker playing all the
national anthems; it was crowded and | really thought we
wera nevear going 1o gal cut alive. We faur bald tightly to aach
other's belts; Margaret, being the largest, was in the lead and
forced a passage fhrough. We wera pelted with flowers,
confetti, clapped and slapped on the back and cheered and i
was & mosl embarrassing expersance, Eventually we fourd
our way to the AEF Club, had supper thare and wera in e
o hoar the King's speach. Altersands evenyona in the Club
got up and cheerad, Than we ware off again. By this lime wa
had no feeling in our feet and collapsed into a quiet cate ina
side streal. At least we thought It was quiel. As soon as we
enterad the entine confents of the place gol up and cheared
us, It was terribly ambarrassing, anyons wouwld have howght
we had actually baen responsile for it all.

We regained our sirength and went off to a fen-far;
roundabouls, swings, bumpeng cars, things that teirl roend so
violenthy that s impossiole fo think coherently for several
howrs and throwing Dalks and knocking things down. Thare
ware street partias and firaworks, shouts ard cheers in gl
directions, offerings of food and dank in all the cafes. About
ane o'clock we staggered back to barracks, hof, tired and st
axcibed oy it all.

Planes wera fhying cver all day dropping hose bis of sikver
paper, and ballaons and draggeng Union Jacks bahing tham.
The flags of all natons are out in full strength hers, but 1l bat
Bethnal Green has beaten it hollow for decoration. Pva had i
gaid o me three or four fimes that the war ended for the
Balgians on their day of liberation. Hennetla said that for
thosa people who had no-one in the army (and there ara
several) or who were working in Germany or prisoners of war
it erded on the day the British entered Brussels |ast
Seplember. Bul for all that, their delight at the and of the war
is truly magnifcant.

Cars are going around the oy, jeeps, (hree-tonners,
private cars, all full to bursting with cheering and waving
people, hammerng on the roof, rding on the bonnets, The
trams which normally bold about fifty people are crammaed
with probably two hundred hanging on o any surace thay
can, We have Lo walk just aboul everywhera, IFs Impossitla
to get aboard a tram,
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Please save me all the newspapers you can, | havent
seen ong for days and urdil kst night hadm't heard a proper,
BEC Home Service one, Then | dida't hear he baginnang,
somathing ahout a salvo ol a thousand guns being fired
somewhsare, could have baen London, or Moscow. When we
were oul in the woods this evening, recuparating, we kept
hearng gunfire and couldn't make up our mends i L was a
Garman advance or whelhar 0 was Moscow over-reaching
itzalf a bid."

13th May 1845, ... “As for the people hare, they are sill
calebrating, There are still fireworks and parties. Every hour
of 30 4 bile parade or procession gQoes past the window,
some with a small band with a lomg trad ol chnlsans bahend
waving banners. Some of the processions are studants calad
out FOR the Kirg, or NOT called oul for the King! It's very
confusing and practically impossible to tell from this which
way the wind is actually blowing. There ara fiowers outside
th gates of the roval palace,

Thiz moming Elsie, Mary and | wenl o the catheadral for
High Mass. Major Momis suggested it would be interesting for
s 85 The Cueen Mother, some vary high Cathalic priests
and government officiais were to be there. So we went and
saw the party march in, whereupon everybody inside the
cathedral ket loose with cheers. Than wa stood solammly bal
rather uncomprabandingly throwegh the chanbng for an hour
and then made cut way out. Wall, we would have done if we
could. The congregation went mad yelling ocut “Vive b Roi”
and “Leopold”. 1 was almost worse than VE night, We had the
greatest dfficulty getling out of the cathedsal and found it
rather frightening.

& day or 50 8go we saw an unveailing ceremany of a plaqus
on a wall where two patriots shot a Beigian collaborator.

The cihvilians think we are going 1o be demabbed straight
away. They zay " expect yvou will be going home now” and
don't really balieve us whan we say we shall probably be hare
for anather yaar al laast. ...

Cpl foen Stitile foow Awberyl



VE DAY + 50 CELEBRATIONS
by Mrs Mavis Middieton (née Princel)

Felt | had to write about our wonderful four days in London
for WE + 50. | was stationed on the gun EIIEI II'I Hyda Park

during the war %m

Frl 5th HI}) ﬁfm oTes E I &
aarly in the alemoon - amving in Viclora amund Aprn, Taxi
o tha Viclory Club - oo much luggage 1o bus or take the
undarnground. Bookad in - unpacked and first prioly 1o walk
cwver to Hyde Park ard check the entranges - hustle and
bustie - everyone working there fiat out, Back to the Club o
change for Dinnar and Dance in the Carisbroake Hall, Lovely
avening - met old rends. Natiered the night away - back o
our reoms in the small hours. Far too excited ta sleap.

Sat 6th May. Up at the crack of dawn. Braakiast - then off
to Hyde Park by 8.30am, How forunaie we weare staying
within walking distance of all these wonderful evenis
Reported to cur WRAC Association sfall to do our bit. The
1935-45 Velerans Cenire was the focal point and housed
3,000 paopla (hope I've got my facts right thers!). 1t was a
glorious day -how lucky we were with the weather, | was
foriunale in getting an Invite to the Royal Enclosure for the
Cpening of the International Event. Her Majesty Quean
Elizabath the Queen Mother, gave a speech - also our Prima
Minister, John Major. Princess Margaret also attended. It
was lovely and cool siting under the canopy - comfy seats -
coukdn't believe my luck, This was followed by a lunch time
receplion in the Veterans Centre, Lovely biles, the wine
fowned freely, also fresh juice for us thirsty Goldan Oldies”,
Met John Major, whal a charming man he is! Back on the
stall o do gur stint and moch 1o owr delight Dorsen and |
were asked to do a TV interview for Sateilite TV, We went
along o the news margues where femific lamps were umed
on us and a charmirg gent (named Peter - B oy memony
holds correct) procesded with the intervaw. What was said |
canm't remamber - bul wea later giggled about it firmly
comvinced we sounded like "Gert and Daisy’! We didn't get 1o
zee this ourselves - but weare told it was OK. Felt ke 8
grease spob with all the heatl We then went back 1o the
Victory Club to change, have a meal ard ofl to tha Hoyal
Brifish Lagion Concert, What a memorable evardng that was.
Qur zeals were in Z row. Righl al the very top. Lovaly and
warmm - we didn't even néed cardigans! Atmosphere was
alectric - not a spare seat and the crowds were unbekovable,
Police and millary on every cormer. Wondarfully onganized -
must have faken a master mind. Vera Lynn, Cliff Richard,
Elairne Page - all the greals appearing in the show - search
lights {thev'd be lazer beams in this day and age | guess)
played over the sky, Such a lovely evening. We waited with
the crowds to watch the Princess Royal and har husband go
by, Than i was Sunday.

INSIDE VETERANS CENTRE

Sun Tth May. 5till 2 fovely hot and sunny day. Four of us
ook a laxi 1o St Paul's and outside the Cathedral who
should | meet bul Lady Soarmes (Mary Churchill as she was
when | sarved wilh bhar on our gun sita in Hyde Park). We
had a short chal - really made my day. Then Mr Healy camea
along, he too stoppad for a briel natter. | had a seat in the
Mave and was fortunate to be sitting nextto a retired London
pdiceman who knew |ust anout everybody. He was a wealih
of information, Lady luck surely was with mae this day. all the
Rovals, Heads of State and Government attended.
Waonderlul servica. This was followed by a bullet luncheon
at the Locamo Suite, Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
The rumber of buses and the crowds were unbelievable,
Finally got on the right cosch. We were met al the doos by
a manisler who escorted us o the luncheon room. Had o
keep pinching mysetl 10 maka sure it was ma attending this
grand, wonderiul, memorable function. Afer the meal the
buses were waiting to take us back to Hyde Park for the
Heads of State Ceremory, This was attended by Her
Majesty The Queen and Heads of Statle, The miliary bands,
the chair of 1,000, tha children in heir national costumeas
and fhe flower childran wera a poy. | was pleasad o be
weanng a hat as we were sal in the stands this time and
facing the sun, Culte a few folk were overcome with tha heat
and tha 51 John's Ambulance, Red Cross and the medical
services had their work cut oul stretchering. After all the
excitarmant of the day we were pleassd o go back to the
Victory Club, have a meal and an earky night.

Mrs dear Webster of Crewe meets Duke of Gloucesier

Mon 8th May. |t was coaler. We had an sarly breakfast
and want aver to our stall for a spell. Doreen and | decided
we'd waltch the bands lorm up, but wouldn't march with
them to Buckingham Pakace, We stood behind the barmers
bt theexcterman of the crowds was oo much, We asked a
young policeman on duly il we could march with the guards,
he said OK, and el us thra'. We fell in with the band, medats
proudly displayed, feeling 10 feet tall marching with these
wonderful soldiers, all the way down The Mall and right thro®
the gates of Buckingham Palace. Dorean said we shoukdn't
raally be thare, we'd get thrown in the towsar for thas!
Fortunately, we didn'tl Harry Secombe pined Vara Lynn
and Cliff Richard and we all joined in the singing. Her
Majesty the Queen, Princess Margaret and the dear Queen
Mother appeared on the baloony and the crowds kel up ona
almighty chear, & Ty past by wartime plares and the Rad
Arrows, and fireworks like | have naver ssen belore. We had
our pictures taken with the dear Chelsea Pensioners - we
did it all'l Then much to my delight - wa marched off with tha
Sea Scouts this tme, thro' the grounds of Buckingham
Palace and out to Hyde Park Comer - marching with tha
bands thro' the park. Did owr old hearls good and it wasn't
50 bad on the feet either. Back to our stall to do another sting
and whilst there a couple of lads doing lve broadcast for
Radio Kot asked il thoy could interview s, They didn'
have mums or grans in the ATS during the war =0 wa
couldn't give them one of our enrolmant forms 1o join our
WRALC Assodialion, But we obliged with the interview and
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How do you feel

about leaving the Army?

Asym'remdanm.mminmmsni just &
job, It's & way of He. S0, s no surprise, that after
beenving, rany peopke el as though they're high and dry,
liee & fish out of watbar

But there's no need for you to feel this way. it's
parfactly possible for vou 1o keap up with old friends,
make use of the unigue ks you've acquired, and
make & vita! contribution fo the nation's defence nto
the bangain.

How? Simply by becoming a member of the
Violunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Ammy
and represent a significant part of our comrtmarnt
iz peaca.

Thare are two oplions opan 1o you.

Firsthy, you can |oin one of the Temitorial Anmy
Independent Linits basad in the TaVFA reglon in which
you have decided fo sefile. An ideal route for those
ssaving Infantry or Cavairy regiments.

Secondly, if vou are leaving a Corps, you couid
ratain your capbadge and become a member of arthar
an Independent Unit or a TA Speciakst Unil in efher,
Vo can maintain and extend the special shils that you
have leamed,

Yol can contribule as much time as you wank
in amy one year. The minimum that we ask is that
az a mamber of the Independent T you compéala
& weskends, a iwo-week Summer Camp and soma
weakday evenings. As a
Specialist we ask
only 15 days
traming and two
weakands,

In return you will receie paymant equivalant to
the rates paid to Reguiar Axmy soldiers plus an
annual ax-fres bonus,

H you would ke more information abou? how
you can stay in the swim of things, wiite fo the
address below, gnving datass of which opfion you
are interested in, yow curment sge and address,
your intended county of residence, and of the
regiment you have laft or ane laaving.

The Terrforial Ammy, Frespost, 4335 (Hef: 2000}, Bristol BST 3YX,

tEh |



thoroughly enjoyed cursalées answering the questons, eto,
Didn't get 1o hear this on radio but it went oul on Tuesday
morning at 7 o'clock and my sister heard it

That evening was the grard finaka. Back to the club for a
refresher and change. Getling back Into Hyde Park was a
struggie, the qppyge il ARSI our
way back. We weare ’rﬁgﬂa lga min harvgng ﬁckelz the
reception in the Vets Centre where we were tempted with
dainty bites and wing,

We attended tha VE night party. | was lucky in having an
invitation into the Roval Enclosure, where bDlankets were
suppliad, the weather had decided it had been kind enough
for long enough ard it tumned really cold, A wonderful
programme with stars from the London shows. Prior 1o the
show Her Majesty The Queen lit the Royal British Legion
baacon - one of 1,000s boing 1 all over the country and
across Europe. This wondarul evening finishad with a
magnificent firework display,

What a grand finish fo a truly marmorabla weakeand,

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS - HYDE PARK
by Captaln Eileen Carter MBE TD

We locked foreard with great oy (o the pleasune thal
Hyde Park would brirg and evaryons eagerly applied for the
fickats to join in the events,

It was amazing really that so many of us wers privilaged
and able to view and join in the Cpening Ceremony where
HM The Cueen Mother spoke 5o well and touchad all our
hearts.

More of Us than we ever darad 1o hope ware lucky
enough to have seats in 5t Pauls Cathedral far the Service
of Peace and Reconciiiation on the Sunday marming, and
what a greal cocasion thal was - il only all the Heads of
State had bean able o wear a notice saying who they wera!l

After that Tollowed a splendid lunch, by invitation of Hig
Government, and then later in the afiermoon, the Heads of
State Ceramony in the park which most of tha Royval Family
attended 1o0.

Hyde Park was lull 10 capacity on the Monday aftanmoon
and soma members were brave enough to go to the
Evening Concert as well, where Hh The Queeen i the flame
o start the chain of beacons threughout the land.

GLOBE OF PEACE IN HYDE PARK

The Association had two stands in the Official Area, one
in the Military Charlties Section and a smaller one in tha
Veterans Centre. The purposa of the stands was 1o foster
interest in the Association and hopafully Dring in new
membars and donations.
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ASSOCIATION STALL IN VETERANS CENTRE

MNew axhibition display boards had been produced
showing the ATS in action and the general public were mos!
intgrested In the old uniforms and photographs of the
“fashionabla undies” issued to the ATS on enlistment,

Forty members from the Medway, Canterbury, London
and Greater London branches ably manned the stands
throughout the weekend.

The sunshine helped tremendously, but there was joy in
our hears the whaole way through for all of us

SISTERS
by Enid Cox (née Mallard)

My sizter, Beryl Charles and |, Enid Cox {Mallard) applied
for our tickets for the VE Celebration separately, she from
Derbyshirg and | from Morfolk on differant forms and dates
whan tha tickels arrived we werae surprised 1o find that we
had zeals on the same row i the Foval Box and next o
each other in the Stands,

The Roval Box tickets were for the Opaning Ceremony
and as lhe ssals in batwean were not occupied we werg
able fo st next o each other as the enclosed photograph
taken by our friend, Mavis Middleton, of Canterbury Branch
shows.

We were saddened by the loss of our school friend and
comrade, Peggy Richardson (George) who collapsed and
died after the Victory Club Dinner on Friday night.

We all served in the ATS and enlisted al likeston,
Dertwahire

Beryl Charles and Enid Cox (nde Mollard)
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CAN ANYOMNE REMEMBER THE COOK
by Ex-Staff Sergeant Terry Hart

| jpined up at Chatham, Cid Brompion, where my SO was
the Junior Commander - now Damea Mary Tynwhitt,

| was sal £ W EG/n 1940 - we
did our umm%mﬂﬂﬁﬁ?&&g the
command of Junior Commander Maxwell, from thera we
sailed to France, dropping off small contingents of ATS girls
- we landed at Le Havre, from there the girts went to Dieppe,
Arrag, Mons and Paris, etc,, - my contingent was sant to
Mantes, 102 Group HO, our officers there, Saenior
Commander Wagstall, Junior Commanders Carden and
Guggisberg - both now, | believe, sadly deceased - Miss
Carden was awarded the BEM for getling the remaining
talephonists out of Paris - these girs, stayed at their posts,
until the last possible moment, even, | believe, conversing
with the Germans, until help armved.

At Mantes, the Colonal-in-Charge at the BASC MT unit
was somewhat annoyed at “those blasted women in
uniform” (his words not mine).

We all seftled down o do the job we were sent out o do,
and over a period, said Colonel, was won over and ha
presanted a plague from his office door o our unil, tha
inscription read, "Whistle while you work”, and it was also
decorated - how many of my colleaguas remembear that and
the other one “Seventh Haaven”

I have & number of postcards and Nantes and Clisson, all
autographed by all the girs at 102 Group - If anyone would
lika copies of these autographs I'd be happy to oblige, thera
are far too many names on them o st hare - have also a
card at the Provost at the BLA who were at Sompting with
e and if thay are interestad | will have them copied.

I did my initial ACC training al Guildford and Aldarsho
and became a Siaff Sergeant instructor - ravelling widaly
nat only to teach but to trade test potential cooks - including
gome from the TA and was the first NCO fo do this job!

I was also at Sheemess, Bournemouth, Reigate,
Bletchley, Carlisle, Makdsione, Pitsea near Vange, in Essex,
and many other places also Shormcliffe,

MORE COOKS AT MAIDSTONE

| had to travel with two enormous laundry baskets, which
conlained all my necessary cooking aguipmeant!

In view of some of the places | have mentioned | woukd
paricularly like to hear from Junkor Commandear Comish -
CO at Sheamess, and Wyn Guinn, | belisve now Mrs Heath
lazt heard of in Palfrey and “Jock” from Scottish Command,
Sylvia from Honiton and “Brownia” at "Sevanth Haawvan”,

I'm sure many will remember our jourmey by lormes o 51
Maka, whara we ambarked on ke already overladon 55
Princess Astrid, landing eventually ai Southampton and
then on to Aldermaston where we were sent homa on
disembarkation keave - 16th June 1940.
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Incidently our address i Mantes was the “Moulin de
Proca™ a lovely house in lovaly surroundings!

| saw the photo of the cooks at Invicla Lines Maidstone
have already written to Mell Creane -l am enclosing a
photacopy of all the cooks at Invicta Lines.

| was the Staff Sergeant in Charge of all messes - the
photo that Mell sent, was one | iook, of some of the girls -
&0 is there anyone cul there that remembers Mall and
YOUrS Eruly?!

SUNDERLAND'S VE DAY
by Mrs Muriel Brown [née Masier)

We old Veterans of the Sunderdand Services Club, all ex-
service women, wondered whelher you would be interasted
In just one or two ways we, and the people of Sunderland
celebrated VE Day fifty vears on.

I live in a block of flats for the retired, and Sundsrland
Foolbal Management were kind encugh to irvite ma and
“Veterans” from various clubs in the area to walch the last
game of ithe season belween Sunderland and West
Bromwich on Salurday &th May.

| would say between two and three hundred Veterans
met at Seaburn Hall, where we were handsomely fed and
watarad pros to tha matech.

From thigre wi ware taken by coach to the football ground
at Aoker Park and shepherded in orderly file into the ground
all of us proudly wearing ocur medals,

| also wore my Ele husband's medals correctly on the
righit side.

We were warmly applauded by the home and wvisiting
supportars as we walked around tha football pitch.

Everyong of the speclators rose as one and applawvded
us all the way to our 3eais, | was thrilled. | felt very proud,
wvary humble and unashamedly emotional.

Happily the result of the malch was a draw, We were very
wall [ooked after during the game and plied with packeats of
potato crisps and cups of tea,

Greal care was taken of us all al the end of the gama, 1o
make sure we all gol safely out of the ground and on our
way home,

Horray for Sunderland Football Management. A greal
day out.

On another oocasion a teacher and pupils from Dame
Doroihy School, Sunderland came fo the block of flkats
whara | live, 1o listen and kearm from we old Imers just what
it was like to have lived during the Second World War, nat
only we who had been In the services, but also how did
civiians cope with the bombing, ralioning, loss of hames
and Farmilics,

| was amazed at just how knowledgeabls the children
were. it was obyvious o ma that the children of today lsamed
mare of the Second World War then aver the children of
yesteryear learmed of World War One,

We also of the flats where | lve, celabrated in our own
way.

Flags and Bunling decorated our founge, as akso fthe
enirance, grounds and garden. All very festive.

& huge tea and enter@inment, Vera Lynn siyle, plus
daneing to sud our ancient boneas followead.

Reminiscence of the first VE Day;, some just couldn
remember cleary, Cihers had stories | couldn't repeat.

We of the Sunderand Club are a cheartul, jolly lot, sadly
depleted over the yvears, but of lale joined by many youngear
lasses. We often join the Mewcastle girls at their club as
vigitors, and what a jolly lot they ara.

I hopa you find something of interest in my episile
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TWIN SISTERS IN THE ATS
by Nora Houldsworth (née Hay)

Early in 1842 my twin sister Mary and | voluntearad for
the ATS and we were called up on Friday 13th February to
the Duke of RBIndompresses I negnViessiomel,
Halifax. | remember it was very cold and snowing and the
huts where we lived weren't the height of comiort. We weare
all very young and we hadn't been away from home belore
but we soon got used o it. After our inifial tralning we wara
posted to York for Signals training 1o be lelephone
switchboard operators where we were in private billets with
a vary nice family.

After passing oul we had our first posting to the Royal
Army Crdnance Corps, an ammunition sub-depat at Well
near Bedale, Morth Yorkshire. We wore the Royal Signais
badge. There were six ATS agirls. three telephone
switchboard operators and three teleprinter operators. We
had a small switchboard which was manned by us, day and
night, The shifts were moming and avening, afternoon and
all night then a day off 1o cateh up with our slesp, We had
a happy time there as we had dances and concers in the
little village hall al Tanfield and my sister mat a8 Welsh man
who became her husband. Well was a very small village
with one street, it had a church and a pub, a post office and
another small shop, We lived in a tiny village institute with
six beds and we had one cold 1ap. One of the girs, Marjorie
Brown who was older than the others was a lance corporal
and she had to look alter us, Wae were there thirteen
months and celebrated our 2131 birthdays with a lovely
party, the Colonel paid for our bithday cake. Wa weare
postad then o Mewcastie for a trade test and from there to
York where we spent three years on Northern Command
Swilchboard Jiving in Low Moor Hutments, Fulford
Barracks

Early in 1945 | was pul on an overseas draft as | was
single, my sisler was marred by this time 30 she hadn't to
Fo. When the war in Europa was over the deafl was
canceled,

We stayed togelher until my sister was demohbed in
December 1945 and | was demobbed in February 1846
after four happy years,

We never regrefied our army service and have always
been proud of serving in the ATS, We are both members of
Ihe Association, Bradford branch and | have bean the
Treasurer for twenty eight years, | am also the Sacretary for
the Royal Signals Association, Bradford branch. Mary went
to live in Pontypridd, South Wales when the war finished
baut | came home to Bradiord and mamed a Yorkshire man
also Royal Signals.

96

BACK TO CAMPERDOWN
by Cynthia Stanforth (née Edmundson)

Al last after 51 years my husband ard | have made a
return visit io the Belfast area. With the halp of an ordnance
survey map we were able o pin-point our old A& Gun sile
at Camperdown which was on a farm hall way betwean
Dundonald and Comber,

It reminded wus of our courtng days whan sarving thare
wilh 490 Mixed Heavy AA Battery, Il broughl back memories
of Church parades led by the Dundonakd Flute band playing
“Sate in the arms of Jesus™. The Christmas party we gave 1o
ihe local childran, my taking part in the regmental sports at
Holywood and Practice Camp at Ballymacormick Point near
Groomsport. Not forgetting the Security Sergeant’s visits
when none of us wera brave enough to step out in front of
his motoreyele ridden at break neck spesd to ftest our
defences. This failure led to lectures on security for ihe
whole camp. Apparantly no one thowght fo put in gates or a
barrier pole which was dona at other sites. How lucky for the
Sergeant he naver mal another vehicle head on coming out
of camp. It was the longest time we wera on ane site 26th
Movember 1943 to 27th August 1944, The enclosed
photograph shows there is still some evidence of those days
and wea very much enjoyved our returm visit. We would ke to
thank afl the kocal pecple we met who showed such inferes?
and kindness to us and made our visit so successiul.

Coamperdoirn Gunsite, [lster

BOMBARDMENT FROM FRANCE
by Doreen Thompson (née Chatham)

| rgad In the Lioness with interest the story by Grace Carr
about her days and nights at Margate and Deal during he
heavy shelling,

A few years ago while on holiday in France with my
husband we visited the area of CAP GRIS NEZ which is
from where the Germans fired the shells which caused so
much havoo, damage and fear. We fook several
phaotographs. one of which is hare, although these relics are
showing signs of decay they really are enormous struciures,
Foundations of 20m visible walls 10m diameter 40m. The
guns which hawve long since been removed fired 380 calibre
shells, 2m fall, weighing one fon. This s one of four
blockhouses of the TODT battery.

The ground and surrounding area must really have
shaken when the enemy shot theses Irightening missiles at
our coastline.



GERMAN GUN EMPLACEMENT

LIGHTING THE SHEFFIELD VE DAY BONFIRE
by Mrs Brenda McGhie (née Stephenson)

Thought you would like to share a special nighi in my
life. This is a photograph of my sister kg Cooper, Ex
Provost Mililary Police, Service in Belfast, Moflingham,
ete,, and ‘me’ Brenda MoGhie (née Stephenson) ex No 4
& Mo 9 The “famous” 93rd Searchlight Regiment 301
Battery "C' Troop,

Hope il triggers some memories 7 Troop H.G Bignalls
Comer, Middlesex, Colney Heath, Herts, | remember Miss
Shenton, Vera Bulcher. | still hear from my friends Mellie
Dy=on and Rene Raynor (née Durance), would be nice fo
hear and get togather other veterans.

Wasn't The Queen Mother wonderiul? Watching the
thaen and now as sho siood with her dausghters Her Majesty
The Quean and Princass Margarel, must have brought a
few tears to many I'm sure. It was 3 great days, finding oul
meora aboul the war now, than we did than. Bul now | will
tell you about VE 50 night,

I was that special someone chosen o light our beacon
{what an honour} after all it was more or less at the same
fime as our CQueen [also ex-veteran ATS). Like Her
Majesty our youth was also formed, during the Second
World War. So it was a great honour, 10 be jeining onoo
more with Hear Majesiy to celebrate the Peace and
remember 1o honour those who made it possible, | canno
baliave il raally.

AT THE BONFIRE
frenda MeGihie and Iris Cooper

ON DUTY 184544
Left Brewdo Stephenson (oop Welihio)
and friv Stephenson (now Cooper)

It took place on in  Morth
Mattinghamshire,

Even though a bifter cold wand was blowing the families
who came, stood ramrod still from the first rocket for the
o rinutes silence tl the second rocket, The chalrman of
the Royal British Legion passed the torch to me, the
people clapped warmly, then @ was Ume for the brillant
firework display. as the beacon bumed brightly. It was just
like yesterday the real VE Day | was back on Clapham
Common, wea gifs burmed tha blackouls, our searchlights
lit up the London skies and bevond, bells ringing, everyone
singing. Twinkling lghis shone from homes, Vehicles
could see where they were going, no more “TAKE POST
OME MINUTE". Ah well, wie fought the good fight, Next day
Radio BEC Mottingham rang me and agreed with me what
a great honour poining with Her Majesty The Queen in
lighting the beacans which lit up the skies of Greai Britain.

| hope all this looking back (o the end of the war has not
been too sad a tima, we are allowed to shad a tear, but |
for ocne appreciated my warlime friendships, just like &8
second family working together days and many [ong
nights,

| have besn a widow since 1966, John was 2nd
Seaforth, 51st Highland Division. But no one can take
away our memories, Thank yvou for sharing my extra
spacial night, my sister and | send our sincere good wishes
to "Her Majesty The Queen Mother, our Commandant-in-
Chief', to all forces past and present, | look forward to my
nexl ' LIONESS" with anticipation, who knows how far flung
thase thoughts might reach.

the highest point

CONVOY REMINISCENCES
by Mrs Belty Gosney (née Brightmore)

Caling all coméoy giris, remember the “nighls away’;

The nine pence if you stayed in a military establishment
for the might, because they provided dried up cheese
sandwiches for lunch ihe next day?

I you bothered to pick them up, you genarally threw them
over a hadge. One shilling and six pence if you stayed in a
privale billef, because they did not provide sandwiches so
yvou had to buy your own food for the day. Private billets
varied considerably, from a very poor house to one | slayed
at whara there was a maid, feather bed, linen sheels,
prewarmed for me o get into, and breakiast served in silver
dishes. On the other hand | remembar we were going
through a small vilage al the foolt of & mountain pass in
Walas, It was late on a very dark winters nighl, whon we
were stopped by the villags policaman. He asked where wa
were going, we sakd we couldn’t tell him, But you are going

a7



over the pass? we said of course, Mo yvou are not, nol
tonight with those poor lights vou could go over the edge, its
much loo dangerous. After some argument we agreed to let
him find us billets for the night, The house thal anothar girl
and mysell were allocated was a Elile Welsh coltage with a
fitthe old lady, Py @%wew Pirlsd Ve pliopRver
sald a word 1o e, but sho us upstairs bo a dark badroom
with & double bed in, There was no gas or eleciricity just
candles, | think || was the old ladys bed in which she had
been skeeping before the policeman had woken her. We got
into bed as we were and slept soundly. The next moming
wa went downstairs 1o find the old lady stiring porridge owver
the firg, she spooned oul wo seniangs for us and then we
ware on our way - not having had a wash or anything.

One night siop that stays in my mind, was & high dass
hotel in Glasgow, win bedded reoms with all “mod cons’,
After a wash and tidy we went down to the dining room for
& meal, caviar, el 1o start then a lovely meal and our eyves
ware popping out with our mouths watering at the sight of
the sweel irolley heading in our direction. Just al that
momant & waiter leanad over us and said thal the Manager
wanied 1o 5ee us in his office immediately. We downed our
napking and went wondering il it was a massage from HO.
The Manager looked as if he was going to have a hean
altack. Wa were supposed 1o go into a small room at the
side of hiz office for our food where an ordinary meal was to
have been served, Whenever we slayved there again that is
whal wea had to do, but it had been'a meal to remember,

In Edinburgh we stayed at the Barracks and it was thare
that | lsarnad to like tha sownd of the bagpipes, played In the
hills bahind the Barracks, When we had to dellver down
south below London on the way back we always slayved &
night at ATS Headquarters. | think it was called Warwick
House near Goodge Street. If there was an alert we had to
go down into the bowels of the building, where mattresses
were laid along one side of the passages, that did not leave
misch room for people to walk past and pecple were walking
up and down gl the time and the pipes and cislems weara
making a conlinuous noisa 0 as soo0n as we thowght that
they had been round checking all the rooms ware emply wa
willd go back up to bed. As our frain did not leave until after
four o'clock that meant we could spend the day going round
the shops. In spite of all the time we had | was always in &
last minute dash for the train.

| remember one funny incident in Lopdon, we were
havirng a coltes when a man suddenly called oul “duck
evenvbody”, it was a doodie bug - we all ducked under the
table, but one of the girks had caught the cloth and a cup of
coffee went down her back, Afterwards she was going
upstairs to the ladies o clean up when there was a man
coming down and a waitress going up. The waitress said 1o
the man “they don't arf go fast don'l they™ The man replied
“&0 wioukd vou if you had a b..... flame coming from syour
arse”, In cocknay It sounded funny.

Then there were nights when we got neither a private or
military bed. After working on the depot all day we could get
back to HO for our meal al 6.30pm only o find we were 1o
lake some lormas 1o Manchester, fo arrive there for prompl
on midnight, with just encugh petrol for us 1o gel there, On
arrival al the works in Manchaster the men (civilians) would
greet us and give us slips of paper with numbers written an
Such as 2 1o No 26 - 3 lo Mo 24 efte. We would go across
the road and down the street opposite the works and 2
wirild knock on Mo 26 and the door would be opened and
you would go in quickly because of the black oul and the
lady of the house would have cups of hot tea and home
made cakes or one old lady always made delicious apple
pie. Half an hour later one of the men would call with a lomy
Iz take us to the station to catch a train back to Stafford,
arfiving &l 3.30am. Gelting back to HQ one could
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somatimes find you wera on anather convoy that morning,
it was all go in those days,

Driving through & week of fog

Cwiring the war there was a week in which England was
covered from top to botiom In fog.

Just before the fog came down Glyn and mysalt went up
1o Blackburm (o collect two jeeps and fake them down sowth.
We had not been going long before the fog began, il was
freezing fog and soon we were having o lean out of the side
as he windscreen was frozen over. | remember gatting 1o
Kenthworth and stopping at the Copper Kelile because we
kniew there would be a fire and hot drink there, but fiest | had
I prise my fingers of my right hand off the steering wheel
Al a table by the fire wera soma civilians who looked al us
as though we had come from Mars, | krow our faces must
have bean black with the fog and we were mufiled up wilh
scarvas, graal coal, leather jerkin, trousers and boots, but |
did hope they would move away from the fire. The wailress
who had seen us many fimes before took one [ook al us and
ward and fetched us a tray of hot tea and foasi,

Befty Brightmaore (noe Gosnexl
WITH HER DAIMILER 5C0UT CAR

THE ARMY AND NAVY CLUB
(THE RAG)

Retired Officers of the ATS and WRAL are ellgibée o
joim the Arey and Mavy Club in Pall Mall and make
Lse of its extensive and (for London) reasonably
priced facilities including overnight accommaodation,
The inaugural dinner of the WRAC Officers Dining
Cluby is to be hadd there on 14 Oclober 1995,

Far Delails of the Club and membership
Wit to

Major DB Taylor
The Secrefany
Army and Mavy Club
36 Pall Mall
LOMDON S8W1Y 5JN




The nexl stop that | can remember was Banbury, it was
dark and thal made seeing almost impossible. | stopped at a
ke side and went to say to Ghyn thal if | could find the cross
| knew my way o the Police Station where we could ask for
b#lets for the night. Seeing a man stood close by | asked him

5o of cours | bl o USRSk ek R

vary kindly walked just in front and led us there. The police
found us a billet aliight bul i was not & very warm and
welcoming ong, 8 bed and that was i1, The women looked at
us as though we were criminals of at best vagrants. Of
course we were dirty, cold and tired. During the next fow
days travel | saw a post wilth a nolice board and stopped.
Glyn came forward and | pointed to the board so she went io
lock up at it and quickly came back, It says No Fishing, and
I mearly fall i and if you don't aler course we will all be in, it
was the lake In Windsor Greal Park and becauss i was onky
a grass verga it had been dificult to see the adge of the road,

Wall evenfually wea reached our destination and being
alraady two days ovardus | decided to call our HQ o et them
knoaw why we were delaved and would get back as soon as
possible, That was a great mistake, | gol as far as the word
fog when there was such a valling in my ear, | couldn't make
out all that was said but gathered that my duly officer couldn’t
care bess how, when or where we were we shoubd not
mention the weather over the telephone. She calmed down
a little and sald she knew we would gel back as soon as we
could and | gatherad she was not & bit wormied about us,

| did feel a bit deflated, we could have found our way
home of a nice billst and stayed untii the fog had cleared and
no one would have said a word or thought less of us, Mever
mind we ieok & train up 1o London and stayved the néght in
Wanwickshire House and the next day visited the shops in
Landan until our frain for Stafford at 1600 hre,

AlIR CRASH 1945
by Mrs Elizabeth Heal (née Paddock)

In October 1845 | was an ATS Sergeant al Flalton Transit
Camp near Peterborough, My duties wers 1 meet ATS and
nurses coming in from overseas and billet them unlil papers
were ready lor leave or demob. For those retuming from

lsave, | arranged thair refurn overseas.

This was the case on 3 October 1945 when bwo planes
wera refuming io laly keaving some Hme in the moming with
ane camying 5 Mursing Sisters and 17 ATS, the othear 15 ATS.,

About 4 o'clock in the afterncan | heard that the plane with
22 personnel had crashed and that all had died. They were:

Wi TE2G WiSgt Semark JE
WHB4T15 Cpl Cosens H
W145732 Ple Goodman B
WHS4454 Ple Larkin J
Wi4d264 |LCpl Rica ED
W/237256 Cpl Goring J
WHs5271 Pte Fraser HA
WM47946 Pte Precious RE
W 939752 Ple Taylor M
WIE3E83T Fa Mann ME
W/ 23244 LGP Allan W
W203386 Pte Courtman S
W/ 77451 Pte Bacon P
Wi2s2Te1 Pie Cullen
WI2SBES3 Ple Edwards AC
WATD03E Lopl Macleod 5
W 744508 Pte Lillyman A

The plane crashed on 3rd October 1845 but news was
not given 1o the next of kin untd 9 Ocicber and no further
detalls were released untd slx weeks laler when the Daily

Mail dermandad answaers fram the Alr Ministry,

“No place like home!”

When Princess Margaret visited Princess Christian
Homes, residents were proud to show her their
“homes from home"'

The FORCES HELP 50OCIETY tnes to ensure
that disabled and elderly ex-service men and
women can stay in their own homes as long as
possible. But when increasing difficulties with day-
to-day living call for help to be at hand throughout
the 24 hours, the Society aims to provide the best
possible residential care. with equipment and staff
10 give the personal assistance needed, without loss
of personal dignity. with companionship or privacy,
stimulating activity orf rest, as each resident
chooses,

This quality of life has been made possible at
Princess Christian Homes. Now the Society plans
for similar residential care at its 5t. Vincents Home,
Ryde, Isle of Wight. The necessary extension. re-
furbishment and installation of equipment is being
carried out in stages. How soon the entire project
can be completed depends on funds coming in.

Please support us now with donations and
covenants and help our work to continue into the
Future with a legacy.

THE FORCES HELP SOCIETY & LORD ROBERTS WORKSHOFPS

122 Brompton Boad, London W3 1JE

Tal: M71-589 3243 Fegistarad Charity Mo, 208753
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WAS THIS A RECORD?
by Mrs Mary Hughes (nde Lioyd)

My parents had four daughters and one son, First bom,
hwin daughmm l'l"ry‘EﬂH and sister Daisy, followed at 3 year
imervals by siphps: Thin T eV O iiam.
All four daug aA 5. Fwsth:guwaaﬂaﬁy

whi vulunta in Moveamber 1841 | volunteered in May
1942, Gwen was called up in June 1942 and Marjorie in
March 1944,

Marforie Llayd

Daisy, Gwen and Marjorie all wenl in the Signal Corps as
leleprinter operators. Daisy and Gwan were eventually
stationed together at Luton Hoo, perhaps someone may
remember them? | want into 553(M) HAA Battery RA starting
off &t Lancaster, then Oswestry, Tycroes, Wolwerhamplon. in
1943 our Battery moved 1o HMS Ganges, Shatley, and were
there for D Day. In 1944 owr Battery was disbanded and |
was ransferred o the RADC and sent to Feltham Depot,

Mary and Daisy Lo
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We rarely managed 1o get leave at the same lime 50 kept
im louch with letters, but we certainly had plenty of memosies
to share whan we waera all demabbed in 1946 and 1947 and
back home.

Feoen Liloydd

Our local newspaper did 8 write-up in 1944 about our
family holding a service record in the district, of having four
daughters serving In the ATS. Wa often wondered if there
was any other family in the country who were in the same
position.

WORKING WITH OUR ALLIES
by Petty Troutman (née Wallace)

| was conscriptad into the ATS in February of 1942 | did
my basic fraining In York, and from there was sent 1o a
Training Centre for secretanies at Strathpefter in Ross-shirg.
We stayed at the Ben Wyvis Hotel, and the scenery was
absolutely fantastic and the air Bterally tasted ke wina. |
loved every minute | was there, and my parents enjoyed
every lethar | wrote to them becauss thay were so intarasting
and cokourful,

From there | was sent o Salisbury and billeted in the
Theolegical Seminary across from the cathedral. | was anly
there for a shor time and then was stationed in Wilton,
Wills., and was secretary fo an amy officer at Wilton House,
the home of Lord and Lady Pembroke and Montgomery,
While thera, a contingent of American soldiers arrived in the
area and were housed in the dungeons of Willon House
until they could build their own camp, The Commanding
Officer applied fo the British for the loan of a stenographer,
and it 30 happened thal | was chosen,

The American camp was built just down the road from
Winon House, and is presently occupied by a branch of the
Government. It was called Fugglestone Camp and was the



home of Southern Base Secton, ETO, WSA. Thay wers
Missan Huts and it was soon a hive of activity. At first, | was
the only woman an the camg, and whan the GO was away
o Inspection fours of the area, | would be on loan o a
variely of officers, and at cne time atended court martial
triaks of prisofRPB jeess ol tRpeeriVelsion! his
went on until ona time the CO came back from a trp and
happened o read whal | was typing, and Il was a prefty
gruesome account of a rape, and he pulled the sheat of
paper oul of my machine and said thal | would no longer
atfend court sessions! Everything was going along
beautifully for me; whan the soidiers went 1o the P thay
would bring candy bars, chawing gum and cigareties, back
for me and laave them on my iypewriter, and in the evaning
| would hand them ouwl 1o tha girs in my barracks and m um
ihey would do chores for me, eg cleaning shoes and
buticns! Whan the girls would stand oulside the cottage lor
inspection in the morming and eveniually march off to Willon
House o their assigned jobs, | would wait behind and a car
would pick me up to fake me to Fugglestone Camp! Most o
the e | woukd eat at least one meal a day in the Officars’
Mess, and it akways beat our maagre rations!

One day, Brigadier General Charies O Thrasher,
commanding the basa, decided that he would write 1o he
British War Office ard ask that | be released from the ATS
so thai | could be re-enlisted o he Amardcan Army. He
sakd that | had kearnad the American way of doing paper
wiork and thelr speling and thatl | was invaluable to him.
Unforiunately, the War Office fired a latter back saying that
it was only due 1o an oversight that | had baen allowed 1o
siay with him for such a period of time and thal forthwith |
wolkd return to Southermn Command] This was when my
"bubble” broke!

However, In e meantime, | had become engaged to
KM/Sgl Ed Troutman and we wara 1o be marred in June of
1843, Qur first daughter was bomn in May of 1944 and |
came bo the States to live in February of 1946, | came to &
small town called Cwansboro, Karducky; tha first English girl
to armve here. We now have a large number of ladies from
Engfand, as well as Germany, Franca, Balgium and sevaral
other couniries. We have a club that meets anca a maonth,
but then the English gals meet another tima during the
month in each others homes, and we share 50 many things
in comman from thea early years of our bvas, that wa have a
strong bond of fellowship,

My husband and | had four daughtess, e eldest s 50
years old, then 45, then 42 and the youngast is 35. We have
gight grandchiideen and five greal-grandchildren. We
celebrated our 50th weadding anniversary lasl year.

MEMORIES FROM CANADA
by Adrienne Dawson (née Standage)

I try 1o remember as much as | can, fo recall my ATS
years 8s il was a good tme inomy life,

I did my inifial training &t Morthampton i 1942 and from
there | was posted o Whiston Grange, just outssde of
Rotherham, Yorks to a GOR 152{M) HAA Regimant.

Phyllis Huckle (rée Charman) and | fravelied togethar to
Rothernam and we have remainsd fnends over the years,
although | now live in Canada.

The enclosed picture faken aulside our nissan hul shows
gome of our shift and  anyone out there recognises
themselvas Phyll and [ would Boath kove to Riear fram yau.

| was posted to Bursledon, Southampton several
months belore D Day still plotting in the GOR. After O Day
we moved o Lyndhurst in the New Forest and then one
might wa were iransported to Bridlington, Yorks right on the
sea front,

OFF DUTY AT ROTHERHAM

Whan | was called inlo tha ATS | had wanied 10 be a
driver however everyonge seemed lo be going into Anti
Aircralt at thal tirr, Well in 1945 | was 2ent on a Drivers
Course to Chesier and ended my days in the Army as a
Driver B4 Co RASC Woolwich, urdil | marned an ex-POW in
1848,

I% aryore oul there who remembers??

Address is: Mrs Adrenne Dawson, 960 Wastnay Rd 5,
Apt 215, AJAX, Ontario L15 711 CANADA.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
HALSEY HOUSE, CROMER

Halsay House slands In its own spacious grounds, a faw
minutas from Cromer Town Cenlre and Sea Front and is
managed by Mrs B Mayes,

Thera are fhree purpose buill accommodation wings
including a dependency wnit staffed by a sister, nurses and
CArers.

There are 47 men and 10 women rasidents al presant, 8
of thia women have served in the ATSWRAC and their ages
range from 77 years 1o 88 years. The residents are very wall
looked alter, with plenty of recreational facilities, including a
coach and minibus with lifts which take residents including
e wheeichalr bournd on excursions to the country, coast
and town for shopping. The ATSWRAC racall their servics
life with pride and hope to hear from any old comrades who
may remmembar tharn,

Sadly, since this report Eitean Allen lost her fight against
cancer. The lunaral service was held In the Chapel af
Halsey House which was packed with faméaly, friands and
residents. The Chaplain paid tribute to Eileen's sarvice in
the ATS, and her courage and chearlulnass in the faca of
adversity. Eleen was a great example to us all and k5 sadly
missad,

Wi202505 - Mabel Lees joined the ATS in June 1842 on
a direct intake and was posted to A Company, Bourmemouth
and billetted at the Sunclifie Hotel. She was employed with
tha RAPC "H™ Wing responsible for the RASC and Pionear
Corps accounts in the Pay and Pensions Seclon. She was
demobbed in 1946 al Basingstoke, She runs the *in Howse”
Drars and Whist and the Red Cross Libeary.

Eileen Allen joined the ATS at Morwich in 1241 and
freined at Aldermasion. She was ihen posted o
Bournemouth and attached to The Royal Arillery Signaks
Oifice a5 a Cook'Orderly. Later she was posted to The
Royal Tank Regimeant at Lulworth Cove,

Eileen finished her service al King alred's College,
Winchester attached to the War Office, when she was
demobibad in 1945
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Eileon was confined to a wheslchair and lved In the
Hospital Wing. She paricipated in the varous aclivilos.
Elleen had two sisters In the ATS,

The late Eileen Allen aw Queen of Hearis

Sgt Maud Poulton (née Gage) was bom in Pratoria and
came to England in 1935, She enfisted in the ATS in 1942
and joined 527(M) HAA Bty RA and trained as a Predictor
and Plattar,

The Battery wert o Waybourne and Whithy Practce
Camps and served Gunsites at Bevarey and Spum Paind,
Yorks, She married Jack Poulion a Sergeant in her Batiery
in 1845,

Wi14190 Enid Cox (Mallard) enlisted in May 1539 with
the 10tk Derbyshire ATS attachad fo the Sth Bn Sharwood
Foresters at the Drill Hall, llkeston, Derbyshira, Mobilized on
the 3rd Saptamber 1933 sha was posted to COD Chalwell as
a8 RAQC Clerk,

In 1942 she was posted to 528(M) HAA Bly BA and latar
B85{M) HAA Bty RA, Tours of duty with the Royal Ardillary
inciuded the S of A Larkhill, B02(M) HAA Regt RA TA, 46(M)
HAA Ragl RA and S4{New Zealand) Bty RA Giorallar.

Posted to HQ BAQR BAD Oeynhausen she senvad with
the RE [Movement Condrol) as a train conducting Warrant
Cificer. Her tours of duly on a home posting were 320, 307,
308 and 305 Bns WRAC TA.

S/Sgt Ellen Shadford (née Neal) W/9417 joined the ATS
in February 1939 and sensed with the 4000 Nareich Coy

She was attending Annual Camp af Britannia Barracks,
Morwich on the Declaration of War on 3 September 1939
and ramainad there as a slores arderly with the Royal
Morfolk Reqt. She was ftransferred to the RAOC at
Mouseholkd, Morwich and became an AADC Techmical
Storewoman. Laler she served with HG 13 Coy RAQC at
Elstres, Hers and finally at AFY RAOC Brackley, Maorthants
where she was demobbed in Septembear 1949, Nell is a
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member of the Leicester Branch of the WRAC Association
whose members visit her al Halsey House, She & a
meamber of the Halsey House Darts Team.

WiBE201 Trudi (Rita) Love was called up n 1941 and
fraired at GuEldiord. On complation of traiming she was
posted o 12 Coy ATS Canterbury, Postings to Aldershot,
Catterick and finally finishing her war-tima service at
EBeavers Lane Camp, Hounskow, Trudl rejoined after a spedl
in civwy strest and served at Milan and Naples.

A posting followed by HOQ BAQR at Rheindalen for 2
years ard then on to LEsburm, Martham raland amnd Ricaron
House, Edinburgh,

Her firal four of duly was with the Stafl College.
Camberlay.

Trudi completed 31 years service in the ATS and WRAC
recaived the Long Sarvica and Good Conduct Medal whila
at Guildiond.

HALSEY HOUSE MEMBERS
Back Roe I to B Mabel Lees @ Enid Cos 1 Mes Mayes
Front Bow L to B Maud Poulton ; MNell Shadford ; Tradi Love

THE FORGOTTEN FEW
by Mrs Pamela Green (née Rice)

I was 54 pleasad to seea the piclure of the Training Coursa
at Mychett Mitary Police Depot semt in by Mrs Mary
Jackson and pubdshed in 1995 Lioness - many whom |
recogrised.

Az we weare a relatively small part of the ATS ey itk
has been written aboul us and our duties.

I, o0 trained at Mychatl in 1942 and sersed with the ATS
Provost in London District until 1249, Cur duties were varied
and interesting, not all the Gime was spenl chasing
auxiliaries, as is often thought, for having long hair and rot
wearing caps! Whike many of the newly tramed provost were
posted around the country and some overseas, a fairly large
unit remained in London Déstrict, carmying out simitar duties
o our male counterparts, through Incendiary Raids, V1s
and V2s. We witnessed the 1ot. In fact | cannot remember a
day whan the Patrols did not go oul regardiass of raids, the
exceplion being VE and VJ Days, when we werz able to
colabrale with everybody alse, Thara was not a great deal
of free time, but when there was any, we played hard as we
wivked hard. | stayved in the Army after the War anded for
andlhar lour years, it had all been a wonderdul experence
never 1o be forgotten, frendships mada during those days
have ramained, and the years slip away when we get
togethear, The local ATSMWRAC Association has helped o
keep these memories allve, afthough there are still some
raised eyebrows when | am asked “What unit were pou with”
and | raply “Provost”. Some memaones die hard!



THE REVEREND COLONEL
by Lt Col Helen Homewood RLC{V)

On 3 July 1984 in Canterbury Cathedral, Colonel Sua
ﬂng was:jnrdahad by the Archbishop of Canterbury as an

glican Pri g
e e b O e At v v oo

My husband and | were loriunate encugh o be able o
join Sue and her congregafion in Brenzett, Kent, last
autumn and see her "in acton’, Not ondy were we made
mos! welcomsa by all bul they also sarved coffes and caka
before the service which resufted in slomachs as well as
souls baing at peace dunng the samon.

What the Army has lost is the Church's gain and we
congralulate Sua on her crdmabaon and wish her wall in har
ministry in her many parishes in Kent,

Reverend Sue Wing

SILVER PLATED ATS BADGES

Aszsociation HO now holds a stock of the silver plated
rephicas of the ATS badge which was Esued o
volurdeers in 1838-30 before uniforms were available.
The cost iz £2.75 each including packing and postage,
Branches may order in bulk and a 5% discount is
albowned for orders over 10 badges.

(The stock of those badges offerad by London Branch
in the tast Lioness has been exhausted)

SHOW TIME IN TYNESIDE
by Mrs P Binns (née Bell)

Dwring one of our club mestings, & small group of
members decided that they would like to form an
entertainmenis group with the idea of bringing even more fun
and laughier o our happy club,

Six of us "Gils” fmally formed ourselves inlo a Concert
Party and than the fun and hard work begand

We met every Thursday, firstly to pool ideas, then draw up
a programme and begin to collect props and make our
costumes, Then slarted the serous business of regular
rehearsals. This was when our fun began, as we realised
there could be no high kicking in our show! Even though the
fiesh was willing, I'm afraid age prevented it. A this fime, we
wesg Indebied 1o John, the Resident Steward of cur Social
Club for allowing us the use of the Concer Hoom and
playing the ongan for ue al rehearsal and al the actual shows.

Ohur first shew, on 1840 January, weant on B weaeks after tha
initial idea was suggested and was acclaimad by all who
aitended Io be a huge success,

We sent nwvitations to the members of the clubs 0
Clevaland, Sunderland and Middlasborough, who, along with
our awn mambers, filled the Concert room, with aver 100 Ex-
ATS “giris” all waiting for the show to bagin.

“Hello everybody, how do you do, | have some friends 1o
pntertain you, There's Peggy, Joyoe, Lillan, hy and Anne,
they're gonna do the best that they can, Well start the show
wilth some cheerful songs, If vou kEnow the words, then
please sing along”. 5o opened the show which lasted
approximately 1 haour,

A delicious Bulfel Meal for the audience was provided in
the Interval by the membars of the Mewcasile Club and then
the audience setiled down again for the final par of our show.

Thizs proved to be a wonderful afterncon for all, especiallby
the Perormers and worth all the effort and worry, (ves there
was some) when we heard the applause given to us, The
sound, the sight of all those friends’ arms upralsed, swaying
and singing, “We'll meal agaln® al the end of the show will
ramain N our minds and ramend us thal our efiors weare
ndesd appreciated and that the companionship we enjoved
in the ATS still exists today, but we need to show if more,

Can we, “The Girls", suggest to other clubs to iry this for
thems=alves, Ona never knows what talent les hidden unbl
called upon, There's lols of enjoyment and age sels no Emits
1o hawving furn,

Mo show can gooon withoul help backsiage and our
thanks want b cur Mo 1 and only helper, Lena, who was our
dresser, felcher and General Dogsbody who could, by some
miracle ard withowt fai produce any item of clofhing
needed from under heaps of coslumes and props. She was
indeed & ganius,

NEWCASTLE CONCERT GROLUP
Ann Palionis (née Atkineon) : Toy Benneti ;
Siephenson (née Enfon) @ Reity Arkle inde i
Lilian Barrons (nde Symons) @ Peggy Binns (rée Bell)
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83RD SEARCHLIGHT REGIMENT RA
by the late Mrs P E Longland
formerly Subaitern P E Baxter ATS

it's all a vary long time age and memarias of tha Second
World War areRD¥nG denip éstsor FndedV ersivaiely,
I would ke to put on some of the delails about the
existence of the only Searchiight Regiment in the world to
be manned by women, namaly the 33rd{M) S/L Raglt A,
Compared with the exploits and adventures of foday's
WRALC, our ATS efforts will probably sound insignificant but
in 1842 wa ware uniqus and had to prove that we could do
the job and stand the conditions that only men had coped
with previously, War Office had said thal we wouldn't be
abla to cope and waran't capablea - it was to be a vary lomnaly
and hard existenca - bul Ack Ack Command had more faith
in our ability and Gen Sir Frederick Pile won the day. As he
wrole in his book "Ack Ack': "To place a dozen girs in some
bleak and desolate spol, five miles or more from the neanest
fown, with mighl sentry duties to carry oul in a countryside
abounding in noises eene 1o & wnsman was anoiher thing,
How would thay deal with possible intruders, with sabotaurs,
with all the sudden imponderables inharent in the nural life.
Ag it happened we naed not have worred. The now famous
Q3rd went into action for the first ime in the middle of 1542°.

The main stumbling bocks wera the fact that the desel
generators which supplied the power for the 540 equipment
wera ioo heavy for women to turn over (it was feared that it
would spoil their child bearing chances) and the fact that wa
would have to live on very isolated sites with little contact
with civilisation. We even had to leamn pick and shovel drill
during fraining in order to dig our own latring pits. As a
concassion o owr famminity salf-stariers were fitted to tha
generators, thus that obstacle 1o our effickency was
removed. As to loneliness, evervone coped remarkably wedll,
probably bacawse we falt that we were really doing
zomething useful, We also had to justity our worh in the
eyes of the War Office and to dispel their doubts for good.
Consequently morale remained high throughout,

There wers six delachments 1o each froop and lour
troops to each battery, with three batleres 1o the regiment.
Each delachment consisted of 14 girls - one a cook -
commandad by a sergeant with a corporal as assistant. The
equipment in their charge cost thousands of pounds. Each
troop was commanded by an ATS subaliern {equal o a 2L1
or Lt} This was the externt of operafional persocnnal. Al
battery lovel admin was in the hands of a male caplain and
the command of the regiment was a male L1 Col, Each
detachment had a male radic-mechanic housed in a hut at
the other end of the site weall away from the opposite Sax.
Guard duties were carried oul by the girds withoul any
defensive weapons of any kind so0 how we could have
defended ourselves and our equipment against respassears
or marasders remains a bit of a mystery. After ona or two
mir incidents we were allowed to carry a shor stick but it
would have been guite useless had we been aftacked. Cur
only contact with the ocutside wordd was a small rado
transmitter and receiver on which detachment parsonnel
could give and receive messages from the troop officer, The
radio set was manned hourly during the day and constanily
at night 5o that the traop olficar could war he datachmens
of the approach of enemy aircraft. & dispatch nder visited
each detachment daily with details of the number and colour
by which triendly aircraft could be identified, and at the
same lime dellvared personal mall. Personal mall took
rather a long time being routed through batlery HO and
iroop first. The ration oy visited the detachments twice
wieakly 10 delfvar what will now seem 1o be meagra rations

The funclion of searchiights was obwiously 1o illuminate
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enemy aircraft o aid the Gunners, bt they also had a
secondary rola in illuminating the way home, to the nearast
aerodrome, for crippled, frendly aircrall returning from
operations over France and Germany. These were called
homing beacons, A permaneni hazard was ihe fact that
engmy aircrafl would fire along the searchlight beam o
extinguish it

The work was very vaned and interesting. We leami the
rudiments of electricity, radio circuits, mechanics, radar,
morse code, plotling arnd had to be able 1o recognise a
minimm of S0 gircraft, both enemy and friendly, on sight,
good, bad or indifferant light.

Initially the searchlights had to be aligned visually,
supplemenied by sound localors, DUl later  mone
sophislicated eguipmeant appearsd in the form of what must
now seam 10 be gule crude radar eguipmeni, knowm
affectionately as "Elsie’, Movement of the searchlights was
manual, rather after the way guns were aligned, though
laftarly mechanical means were provided whereby one
person could elevate and track on has awn, remate from tha
searchlight itself,

From the point of wview of the operafions network,
‘searchlights’ were linked io the sectors operated from the
RAF establishments al Biggin Hill and Tangmere as part of
Ack Ack Command, Defence of London was the purpose
amnd for perhaps obvious reasons siles were in remote
couniry argas, with access 10 command posts for roop
officers across ploughed fields, at the top of church lowers
arnd the like - heighl above the surrounding couniryside
being Impotant,

Clear skies at night meant no sheep but virual conlinuous
‘stand o' with daytime swallowed up on care and
mainfanance. Broken cloud meanl broken slkesp and
hazardows nightly journeys with all the noises of night time
in the country to give the town girs the jiters, In refrospect
they wara good times with quite a camaraderie, though by
now quite & few will have fallen by the wayside. Few of
those that remain seem to have kepl in touch and againgt
today’s sophisticated weaponry it possibly seems 1o be
something cut of "cloud cuckoo [and’ buf to thase who were
Irvotved the clatter of heavy guns and the like ware all very
real, As with many there were long periods of boredom and
than periods which were quite frightaning,

It was my privilege 1o serve " searchiighls’ hwice, firsl as a
corporal and then to retum, after officer iraining, &8s a troop
officar. It was also my privilegs, though | kad my doubts
aboul that at the time, 10 be taken up by the RAF in a win
engined plane at night o see what it was like al the other
end 5o to speak, (See page 90).

A SEARCHLIGHT BATTERY
UNPON JACK CLUR (904



MORE INFORMATION
Private Nora Cavensy

More informabion has been recaived conceming Privata
Mara Cavenay, the first ATS girl in AA Command fo have
bean killed on .

Mr Rushworty bt OB ESSRLETee, Version e
following paragraph, compilled from letters he recenved in
responsa to the paragraph on page 73 of LIONESS No 1
1885

Private Mora Caverey W/91467 came from Walsdan,
near Todmorden, north of Rochdale, Lancashire. The
daughier af John and Hannah Caveney of Walsden, she
was 18 years of age.

She was attached 1o 505 Babtery of 148{M} HAA
Regimani, Royal Artillery and was serving on tha A& site
known as “Weston® in the grounds of Netley Abbey (ruins)
in Grangs Road, Mettay, on ha north shose of Southamptan
Water just putside the south-sast boundary of Southampton
Borough.

On 17 Apnl 1942, &t 0230 hours thare was 8 minar alr
rakl on the Porswood, 51 Denys, Bitterns and Pearfree
districts of Southampion in which & bombs weighing 3 tons
seriously injured 1 civilian ard slightly njured 2 others,
demodishad 12 houses, sericusly damaged 26 and slighthy
damaged 247,

During the raid Private Caveney was al a pradictor whan
she was hit and killed by a splinter from a high explosive
bomb which exploded close 1o the gunsite emplacement.
Her place was immediataly taken by another ATS girl,
Private Gladys Kool and the tracking of the anamy aircrall
continued.

Private Cavenay is buried In the Miltary Camatery at the
Royal Victoria Hospital, near Hound. Shortly atter her death
a memarial plague was dedicated to har on the gursite, but
the site has bean completely claarad in recent years.

Cne of Mr Rushworih'e correspondenis, Mrs Mollie
Bedford (née Cox) now ving In Canada, was a predicior
cperaior in 529 Battery, 1942-1845, and remembered that
the recreation hall on the site was decorated in Mora's
mamory with a large piclure of Mora above the stage.
Ancther correspondant Kindiy sant a photograph of Mora's
grava and had basan in touch with a former officer of 551(M)
HAA Battery who himsel had shown Nora's parents asownd
the gun-site so that thay could sea where their daughter had
senved, and he too remembers sesing the memanal plague.

Privafe Cateney's Grove

HEROIC ACT REMEMEERED
From the MIDDLESBOROUGH EVENING GAZETTE
18 December 1942
ATS GIRL CLIMBED INTO BLAZING AIRCRAFT AND
PULLED OUT BY SOLDIER

When a British aircrafl crashed in the North of England,
Private Margarel Johnson, a 22 year old ATS ambulance
driver, climbed inlo the blazing plane and risked her lifa
among a hail of bullets in an altempl 1o rescuee the crew.

She was on duly driving her ambulance along a komelby
couniry road in the black-out when she saw the plane
crash. She was carrying a patiant, another ATS, who was
not sericusly il and was =itling beside har.

Private Johnson pulled her ambulance into the sida of
the road, jumped oul, scrambled over two walls and ran
across a fleld o the plane, tying a scarl round her haad and
wming up her greatcoat collar as she ran lowards the
flames.

“| eouid hear one of the crew screaming for help” she
zald afterwards “and the thought of my brothar, who s
training 1o be a pilet, made me datermined to try and rescue
the aiman’”,

She cut the canvas, climbad right into the blazing plane
and seized hold of the pilot before she was overcome by
the smoke and heat and was pulled out by a soldier who
had sean the crash from a distance and found Private
Johnson already struggling to release the airman when he
arrived,

The officer commanding fha ATS company said “Private
Johnson's hands were burmt and she will ba unable to drive
for several days™.

Before the war, Private Johnson, whose home is at
Altrincham, Cheshire, ran her own hairdressing salan at
Eccles, Lancashira.

Private Johngon was awarded the British Empire Medal
in April 1943

It anyona who knows of this Drave lady, or amsone who
senved with her in the ATS would get in towch with Br
Rushworth, 3 Kingsdown Crescent, Dawlish, Devon EX7
OHP it would be greally appraciated.

GUARDIANS OF THE HUMBER
by Mrs Elsie Walker (née Windsor)

Whai memonas those words canjured up Tor me!

I was L'Cpl Elsie Windsor W 19617 aged 19 and in 1942
was serving with 518H(MJAA  Battery, "B" Troop,
130H(MAA Regt RA

The Battery had previously been stationed in Yaorkshire
and Derbyshire and armved at Barmow Haven, batwean Mew
Holland and Barton on Humber all "genned” wp and ready
for action.

The gun-site had been ococupled by an all male A&
Battery and the first shock was the state of the billets, these
wara wooden huts, but the mner linings were full of holes
and goodness knows what was stulfed into the linings!

There wera no ATS lines 50 the Sergeants’ Mess was sel
up in & hut which thus divided the RA and ATS lines,

The advance parly had prepared the kitchens and dining
hall for use. The dining hall was decorated on three walls
with landscape murals, but the mural on the other wall made
our ane and only ATS officer blush very nicely, as it was of
a full-zize lite {nude) of Adam and Eve standing undar an
apple free among whose branches was antwined a serpent
which gazed with a leering look at Adam and Eve.
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Someone suggested this would certainly take ones mind
off the quality of the food served here!

The signwriter was called in and told to paint leaves over
all the interesting places before the Church Army came on
Sunday to take the Service.

Then it wasHUtaivathip fiedstherd wee Werblasks of
latrines, so one could be for ATS only, as the cubicles had
only waist high divisions, and one could, if one so wished,
have shaken hands with the girl in the next cubicle. The
single block of showers would be used day about for RA and
ATS but as often “the best laid plans gang oft aglae” when
after a night's work on the guns the now grimy Gunners
didn’t worry over whose turn it was of the showers.

The guns were 4.5’s with a Vickers Predictor where | was
either operating at number four or one when on duty. The
OP was a clock across the river and there was a restriction
on firing across the city. It was a “busy” site and hardly a
tour of duty passed without a “Take Post”.

My friend then was Grace (where are you?) who lived in
the city of Kingston-upon-Hull. Grace and | had met at
Arborfield where she was the occupier of the top bunk while
I had the lower one. One Sunday she invited me to meet her
folks and | discovered the delights of REAL Yorkshire Pud
and Apple-pie with cheese.

When | first stepped off the ferry in Hull | was shocked to
see the cobbled streets awash with what looked like blood,
finding out, mostly by the smell, the ferry landing was close
by a pickle factory and this was pickled cabbage time. The
one day off per week was spent over at Hull, often ending in
a rush to get the last ferry, which, alas, sometimes got stuck
on one of the ever shifting sandbanks of the Humber. It was
no use, when late saying “The ferry got stuck” as the Army
said “You should have allowed for such a possibility, 7 days
confined to barracks (CB). On an evening off, if we had any
money left we went to the cinema in Barton-on-Humber,
where there were double “Lovers” seats in the back row.
Then a stop at the Saliy-Ann for “Beans on” after which
there was The Railway Waliz back to camp. Ever tried to
walk arm in arm along the sleeper tracks? It's one short and
two long steps. (Yes, we did have permission to Waltz the
track). Grace’s efforts to pair me off the a blind date came
to nothing as | was more-or-less going “steady” with L/Bdr
Stanley Walker, RA also confined to barracks did not worry
me as | saw “My” L/Bdr every day, and some mornings got
a nice mug of “char” with my early morning duty call,
delivered by the guard complete with steel helmet and rifle.
At times L/Bdr Walker was Guard Commander and took
over from me, who had been on daytime gate picquet. | tried
to look him in the eyes (they were blue) as | reported “l have
completed my tour of duty. | have nothing to report. | have
no prisoners” - if indeed this was so.

My other job, was Gas Instructor and now and then | was
sent on a course to keep up to date. Then L/Bdr Walker
went on a small arms course to Catterick where he
discovered the joy of the Sten gun, in fact he became quite
attached to it, (one does NOT do rifle drill with a Sten and
it's lighter to carry). He decided all this gadding about was
not good for the romance and asked me to become
engaged to him. So there | was, not waiting at the church
but in the NAAFI on Xmas Eve 1942, waiting for him to
return from Hull where he SAID he was going to buy a ring.
Why did | not go with him? Well, was he serious? Would he
have enough money to buy the ring | might choose? Had he
missed the last ferry on Xmas Eve? When he arrived,
backed by his pal who had gone with him to help him get up
“Dutch” (Scotch) courage, and to lend him money towards
the ring - what did | tell you? Just as Stan put the ring on my
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finger the Bells went and as | was on duty | went too, without
even a kiss to seal our engagement!

As number four on the predictor my first job was to switch
on the equipment, so | switched on to enable me to inspect
my ring. “Put that light out” - what's the use of saying “Put
that light out” when we had a searchlight on the site?

This was not loved by the Gunners and made then
uneasy by illuminating the barrels of the guns and we all felt
“exposed”. But | had seen my ring which was a tiny sapphire
in a circle of tiny diamonds. Hitler, DO your damdest!

My “fiance” played the trumpet in the group for the unit
Saturday hop, and as | was a wallflower | usually “washed
my hair’ on Saturday night. | was willing to exchange duties,
subject to Sgt Deacon’s approval, to stay in camp and so
wangle a week night off with Stan. Thanks Sarge! Worth all
the hard work and the wheedling? YES.

Firing practice was now done on a gun site at Spurn
Head, and could have been the one described by Mrs
Shrimpton in her letter, so desolate was the area there. We
went there on a day’s stint taking haversack rations. The
pop song of the day which was “Sand in my shoes” took on
a new meaning of “Sand in my sandwiches, Sand in my hair,
Sand in my shirt, Sand everywhere.”

518 Battery moved away from the banks of the Humber
in 1943, and we often talk over the old days and think, with
affection, of the time we spent guarding the South Eastern
approaches to Kingston-upon-Hull.

PROUD MOMENTS
by Mrs Sue Crook (née Sylvia Woolston)

On 7th October 1943 | was called from A Troop, 606
MHAA Bty at Stone Cross, Walsall, to the HQ site in Perry
Park, Birmingham for reasons unknown except that | was
being sent “somewhere’. | was told to wear my Service
Dress and take changes of clothing. | must tell no-one.

| was issued with a complete new uniform - | would be
transported to my destination the following day. My memory
lapses as to what mode of transport | used - | went alone -
and my journey ended somewhere in Epping Forest
(Leytonstone rings a bell).

There were many other girls, singly, from other Ack-Ack
units, as | was. We soon paired off.

We were told that evening of an important Parade which
was to take place in the near future. We would undergo lots
of “square bashing'.

Meanwhile we were confined to Barracks. Our new
clothing had to be prepared - skirt hems to 16” above the
ground - stripes blancoed - bow and arrow flashes sewn on
- buttons brassoed - plenty of “spit and polish’ to our new
shoes, uniforms neatly pressed. It was a busy weekend.

From Monday 11th to Saturday 16th we travelled daily in
lorries to Wellington Barracks. Other groups arrived from
other centres. We drilled continuously - formed into five
ranks -round and round - up and down the square.

Then came Sunday 17th. This was THE DAY. For the last
time we went to Wellington Barracks, a last practice, we had
been told what was happening.

We formed into our usual five ranks - we marched up The
Mall - this time lined on both sides with cheering crowds.
When we came to Buckingham Palace we were given the
"EYES RIGHT in our Salute to Queen Elizabeth (now The
Queen Mother). How proud we all felt. Then on to
Westminster Abbey for a Thanksgiving Service - the fifth
Birthday Parade. | well remember the Trumpet Voluntary -
how Royal it sounded.



Corporal Svivia Woolsion (now Croofk)

Again the crowds cheered as we re-iormed ouwr ranks and
marched along Bird Cage Walk, to whera our lorries wera
waiting to lake us back to our temperary accommodation.
The following day | raturned 1o Walsall,

Sad o say | cannot remamber the name of the girl with
whom | made fnends for those few days bul | do remamber
on the Saturday avening whan we werg given a few hours
of freedom In Londan, that she and | spent an kowr on the
steps of 56 Madin's in the Fislds where | had been
requestad o masl L1 Bill Crook for the first tima. Due 1o a
misundarstanding the meesting did not take place, but that |s
another story,

BRANCH REPORTS

ACCRINGTOMN, Aftar a slow start to the year the invitations
started  arriving from  the vanous  ex-servicemen's
assodiations in the area asking us to attend their funclions
to celebrate the S0th anniversary of VE. We did manage to
attend mast, the main one being the Royal British Legion
conoerl, a photo iz enclosed. We also attended the church
sarvica in the o,

The Branch had a dinner in Jure a5 our celeoration, and
akong wilh soma old friends of the Branch we kad a most
enjoyable evening.

We are now preparing 1o commemorate VJ Day.

SILVER PLATED ATS BADGES

ASSOCIATION HO now haolds a stock of the silver plated
replicas of the ATS badge which was issued to
volurisers in 1938-39 before uniforms ware available.
The cost is £2.75 each including packing and postage,
Branches may order in bulk and a 5% discount s
allowed for orders over 10 badges.
iThe stock of these badges offered by London Branch
in the lasi Lioness has been exhaustad)

ACCRINGTON BRANCH WEMBERS
Back Row: Mrs J Howarth, Mrs H Beaitie, Mra o Dalaney,
Mrs I} Cassidy
Frond Row: Mrs T Hamilton, Mra § Whiteheod

ALDERSHOT. The accompanying photegraph shows
members of tha branch relaxing after our Bay Fayre, which
to-data has almost reached last year’s total of £600 for the
Benevolent Fund - but money Is still coming in, s0 we may
yet have beaten our recard. Standing just outside (e doar,
on the left as you look at it i Emily, at age 94 our oldest
membar, still upright after valuable work on the battie stall,
and yes, there ARE two husbands in the picture, tha "Head
Gardenar” on tha right baing the ganius behind the plam
stall - ladies, beware of inviting him to your garden, he'll lake
a culling and el ten of the samw nexd year - on second
thoughts, as it will be in aid of the Brilish Legion or the
Benevolent Fund, not such a bad ideal

ALDERSHOT BRANCH MEMBERS
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We have had a stimutaling series of events since our last
eniry in Lioness, talks on the history of Sandringham, the
South Pacific and Deaf Awaraness, this fast being wery
useful nod only for these whose hearing is fading bul also for
those who converse with them - we even leamt something
about sign lARDECorhpres sorEre oW rsipaure
alphabet. Cutings have includad (or will have dona s0 by the
time you read this) coach tnps o the Royal Tourmament and
Corps Day al Worthy Down and a memorable day on the
isle of Wight at the South Group Reunion, For those of us
who attended the AGM at the Nabkonal Army Museum it was
A vary greal pleasura to ba thers when Kay Edwards was
presented with her Cerlificate of Appreciation; nol only was
Kay a member of the ATS from ils incaption in 1938 but she
raisad the Aldarshot Company of her Batlalion when the TA
was refarmed after the war and when she retired she turned
her attentson o the Assoclation and founded our branch,
thus being iz longesi-sernving member - congraiulations
Kay, from all of us.

Dulings apar our meetings are held on the 3rd Tussday
of every month al the Church of Scotland Hall, Queen's
Avenue, Aldershot, al 7.30pm. If we don't have & guest
speaker we organise our own aclivity at a "Club Might” plus
colfes and biscuits and a Bring and Buy Stall. The exceplion
Iz this s our branch anneal dinner, 1o be hekd on the 10t
Qctober 1995 at the Squire’s Holf restaurant (on the Hog's
Back), We would be very happy to welcome yvou at any of
aur evanls: why not join us at owr dinfer - our Sacratany,
Brenda Killick (Tel: 01-252-330250) will be happy to take
your booking and we have chosen the venue especially so
&s to be in the centre of the very large area that our branch
covers. We look forward to seesing you, [parmers walcomes
of eourss).

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH. How to celebrate VE Day? It fell
an our regular monthiy meatng day, o0 we changed our day
o May 151, thus enabding members © attend events in thais
home area on the aclual day.

A Tea Party was decided upon to be held at our usual
vanue - Holywell House Holel, Proprietor - Betty Carier, one
af guir fourding membears.

It saemed a shame to restrict il i our membership and
the coccasion seemed appropriate o include others, wha,
bke curselves nad much to remember. So we sant out
feebers for WENS, WAAF and Land Army ex's. There was
N trouble in inding them; finally | was necessary 1o call a
halt, In thiz area there was no shorage of Lamd Army,

ASHEY-DE-LA-ZNICH VE DAY PARTY
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WAAF's fakrly sasy - WANS not 20 easy. Three wane feund,
but, unfortunalely, one had to call off &f the last minute dug
o a family bersgvamant. Wea endad up with a complets
parly of 50. Thay wore all given narma lags and small rbbon
bows - dark Hue for the Mavy, Red for Ay, light BHoue for
WAAF and green for the Land Army. This enabled them o
recogrise their own fellow service membsars.

Alter assembly, they wera greeted by the Chairman,
Coreen Peters, and each group identified. Then, the
wieather being favourable, half an hour was spent enjoyving
the spacious and interesting gardens of the hoiel, There
was planty of chat, phatos were faken and finally, the Prass
arrived o take some for the kboal papaer.

Tea followed, being provided by the branch members.
Once again, the conversation flowed and the level of noise
was ample evidence of how well everybody was getting on
together,

Maviz Litchfield-Pamy, our Vice Chairman, enterfained
brigfly with some amusing stories and very generous raffie
prizas wara distribubed.

Cur Chairman thanked all who had helped with tha
occasion and presenied Betly Carter with a flowering plant.
She thanked all the guests for attending and remarked how
kindly fime had deall with uz and what a good advertisemani
wae are for our generation.

A suggeston that we do it again in 10 years ime was
grested warmly, A great time was had by all and we have
received a number of ‘Thank You" letters from our guests.

On May Tih, a group of us altended the VE Celebration
Church Service in 31, Helen's Church, Ashby,

AYLESBURY. We held our third annual Garden Party, in
the charming home and garden of our chairman, Alma
Siride, on Thursday, May 18th. The dublous wealher
forecast seems to have daunted some members, but the
Met Office was wrong, we had a kovely day! Members were
asked towaar a "Patriolic Hat” - some of the creations would
have put Gerrude Schilling to shame. An excellont buffet
lunch was provided by Alma, with contributions from the rest
of us, and raplete, we sat down 1o two Quizzes, A Musical
one, compiled by Freddie Weatherey, and a General
kncwledge one by Madge Evans. We were laler shown
round some aitractive and exlensive gardens, by one of
Alma's neighbowrs, and wisited the litbe country church
bahind Alma's home, & greal ime was had by all.

Plans ane wall in hand for the 1995 London Area Group
re-union, which we are hosiing at Ayvlesbury Ex-Services
Club, on 2nd September, It should be great fun - we have
limed up some inferesting speakers, and some good food,
Wa hope Brigadier Fiald will be able to altend, together with
members from the other branches i the Loncon Area
Group, We aim to caler for about 150, 30 someong had
beiter turn up - ses your Branch cfficers re tickeis.

One of our staunches! supporters, Edith Bedford, has
suffered a siroke and sadly, had 10 go into residential care.
We maintain contract with her through Nancy Pearce, our
dedicated Welfara Offhcer, who also regulary visits Sheila
Baxter, who is chronically il and confined to her home.

Gertie Mitchell, our enthuslastic Ererainments Officer
has arranged several interesting events: we all drossed a
potato as an historical or a nursery rhyme character - entries
ranged lrom King Henry VIl to Little Red Riding Hood. Local
super-markels were scoured for suilably shaped spuds.
Mext we had our version of the Antiques Road Show, each
faking our oldest family hairloom. Highlight of the show was
the leg of a vovage W Ausiralia in the 1850's, written by one
member's grandfather, Beautiful copper-plate handwriting.
Wa then had a photographic display, all taking cur earfiast
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photo, one in undlarm, and a wadding phota, which was very
amusing. On VE Day minus onge (PLUS 50 years), wa hald
a Bring and Buy Sale, and sent the proceeds to the
Benevolent Fund. Gertie has been awarded a medal by
Dacorurn Chstrict Gouncil, in appreciation af her service 1o
the Communiy.

Saveral naw members have joined our ranks, amongst
them Wyn Carler, Hida Lang, Dorothy Lett and Jean
Waestrope, On paper we have aboul 70 members, usual
attendance averages above 30.

We are sad to repor he death, last Septarmber of
Manarie Mattiock, ex-ATS.

BOLTON. 1995 gat off to a good start with our Annual visi

i February 1o the Mayors Parour. This has now becamsa
an established event in our calender when we visit to pay
our respects 1o His Worship the Mayvor and the Mayoress
Wa spant a vary pleasant hour enjaying our tea and biscuiis
{chocolate] whilst the Mayor regaled us with a fund of
amissing stories aboul some of the towns history,

Qur next trip out was to the Chester Branch Tea Dance
whare a good lime was enjoyed with the wsual mesting of
ald friends and making new ones, It was a lovely sunny day
and the drive through parts of the countryside made it aven
more enjoyable. Thank you Chester {or your warm welcome
and hospitally,

Alica Chandler invited mambears to her home for 3 cofies
morning, where we enjoyved the lovely bullel she had
provided, (our thoughls always ssem fo be cantred around
food) but we all appreciated Alice's etforts on our behall, mo
targetting her husband Ernest, who is a good friend o the
Branch, he produces our news lefier and as a special
gestura he printed some “Goldaen Wedding™ grestings cards
for three of our members Sybél, Kathlesn and ve.

The Sacratary attendad the AGM in London when she
received har Cerificate of Appreciation from Brigadiar Field,

VE Day. We starled tha day by attending the Calebeation
Sarvice on the Town Hall Square whera the Mayor laid a
wreath o poppies on behall of the lownspeople. Lucy
Ainswarth laid our Branch ATS wreath. We then made our
way o a ‘mght club’ opened specially at lunch time lor the
‘weterans’ on the parade. Wa enjoyed a supar buffet, the
drinks were Deing sold at 1945 prices, Unicn flags wernz
provided, tha Mayor and Mayoress joined in and a good
fime was had by all, In the evening a Grand Concerd
organized by the Combined Ex-Searvice Man and Womean's
Aszocigtion was held in the Town Hall, this was voted a
great success,

On May 12th we visited Bootle Town Hall 1o see the
Mantme Memorabdia in the Council Chamber, the Mayor

axplained what all the ditterent insignias and flags depicted
ard later we were given & guided tour of the Town Hall by
the Mayor accompaniad by the Mayorass. After the visit wa
were invited by the Chairman of the Morth West Area, Irena
Walker, 10 her home for aflermoon lea.

This half year ended on a very sad rofe with the death of
our Aszockate Member, Mrs Jovoe Slackie. Jovoee had bean
an Associate Member for over ten years, sha had shyvays
attended every meeting and social function and she had
been very generous 1o the Branch, Sha died in Bofton
Hospice after a long and painful illness bome with great
patience and loritude. She will be sadly missad,

BRADFORD. We are now almost into the second hall of the
year - sorry, by the time this goes into print we will be in the
second half - how time flles as wea gat oider,

Owir hwo walking woundead (Mrs N Houldsworth and Mrs &
Hudson) have now had thelr second knee operations and
have made very good recoveries,

In Movember | visited Perth, Ausiralia ard then Mew
Zealand for three months on a visil 1o my dacghler and her
husband who have gone there to live. New Zealand is the
most beautiful country and | would recommend it 1o anyong
wha has the chance to visit.

Ancther of our members brs Eva Kincald has just
returmed from Australia and we will be gelling a first hand
report on her visit at our June mesting.

Our usual Fissl World War Veterans lench was hald in
Movember, with threg in attendance, and with the Lord
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Bradlord a hapoy time was
had by ail. This may ba the last one as this week | attended
the funeral of Mr Sam Wainwright who was just 18 days
away from his cantury. & iovely man.

Dur Standard was paraded at all the events of
Movemnber, Oldham Festival, Rermambranca Day Parade in
the moming - & service and parade at Eccleshil In the
allermaon and our own Festival of Remeambrance Concari
and Sernvice in the 5t George's Hall having been held the
pravious Sunday because Remembrance Sunday lsell was
geiting to be too crowded with events,

in February 30 members visited Harry Ramsden's
famous Fish Restaurant in Guissley,

May was a very crowded month with VE Day 50 in
evaryone's minds, Mora Houldsworth, Peggy Kenny and
mwaell along with varous associations spent some time al
fha Mational Museumn of Film Photography tatking to school
children about our war-fime memaones,

Saturday 6th May we had a VE dance and ona ol our
members Mrs Isabel Toft won the prize as the besi dressed
40°s shyle housewile, and very wedl daserved too.

BRADFORD BRANCH MEMBERS
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Sunday Tth May a drumhead service was held at Valley
Parade Football Ground, Bradiord in the presence of the
Lord Mayor and the Bishop of Bradiond,

The last event was a VE Day in the Park, with bands
playing 40's music and lots of Army activities ending with

parachute jum[q? i

We ran a stal Emﬁfn%m:mgﬂscgrjm&r}{e&%&nam
bric-a-brac items which helped fo swell our funds,

The accompanying photograph was laken al our VE
Party on the 151 May.

In July we will be &t the Underchiffe Cricket Club again for
our yearly Peas and Pies lunch, meeting and bring and buy
gale - thiz I always & good evenl and our thanks o vy
Whealhouse for the hard work she puts info it

Last year | made a mistake with the name | said
Eccleshill imstead of Underclifle so am making sure | get i
right this time.

Mow looking forward to the re-union at York in
September, this was a great success last yvear.

BURY. Cur mambership has increased slightly and our
maonthly meetings are well attended, as are our |ocal
outings. We hope 1o arrange more social oulings as the
weather improves.

Sevaral of our mambers attended the Chester Re-union
i April and all enjoved their day very much,

W Gregory s presenthy in Austrafia and in ber absonca
birs Belgin and anothar membear attendad the mesting of
the Morth West Area held in Southpot,

Wa joined in the VE Day Church Parada.

CANTERBURY. This Branch confinuees to meet at the
Jubilee Hall, Wincheap, Canterbury on the 4th Wednesday
ol the month at 2.00pm. Cur average attendance each
month is approximately 33, and although we are a large
branch of 120 plus, many of our members ve 100 far away
to atiend the mestings. We iake this opporunity to send
them grestings. Sadly we lost one member, Wrs Joan Ling
aarly in the New Yeaar.

Wae have had some very good speakers over the year
including, slide shows of "The Counfryside during the Four
Seasons”, and oneg on Travel - “A vigil to the Holy Land”,
The Canterbury Townswomen's Guild Choir entertained us
and we jolmed them in singing some of the well known
pieces. We invited The local branches of the war-lima WaAF
and WHMS to & party, followed by enfertainment provided
by one of our members, Kay Rawlings accompanied by her
husband Phil on the keyboard and their group of singers,
Kay and Co do a ol of enteraining for Local Service
Associations and are very popular and gel everyone singing
the choruses, They have promised o do Part I of thair
programme at our next party!!

In order to keep our expenses down We EncCOurags
members o give falks on their expenences. Jovee Deme
and Doreen Dennis spoke aboul their wvisit o the Sh
Anniversary of the batile of Amhem and Mijmegen, Reggle
Stinson and Mary Richardzon fold us aboul their visit o
Buckingham Palace Garden Party where they were lucky
enough fo meet and speak 1o HM the Quesn and see olher
members of the Roval Family at close quarters. Ancther
popudar meeting s the Poatry Reading when mambers bring
their favourite poems o share with others, We are very
lucky to have our ocwn poel in the branch, Madeling Crodl,
who has had saveral of har poems publishad.

Some of us attended the ATS Luncheon at Welington
Barracks [will we aver lorget it7)

The AGM was held at the National Army Museum, where
we were lucky enough 1o see the exhibliion “The Right o
Serve”, We sant members to the November Service of
Remembrance at the Cerotaph and later this month [Jung
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24ih) we hope 1o be taking a minibus o Worthy Down for the
AG Corps Open Day.

For our fund-raising activiies wa have a Colfes Moming
in June in the Secretary’s garden. We have & Raffle and
Bring and Buy Sale every month al our mestings, and one
of our members, Mavis Middlston, makes and sells
Homemade Apply ples and gives the procecds o Branch
Fuirds.

Four of cur membars attended many of the evenls staged
al the VE Celebralions in Hyde Park and two of them had
invitations fo the 51 Paul's service of Reconciliation and
Remembrance. They met up with several members from
ather branches and had a memorable time. We are now
looking forward to Ausgust and the VJ 50th Anniversary
calabrations.

CARDIFF'MEWPORT. The branch is slill expanding and
membership has now reached 55. Mestings are hekd at the
Uniled Services Club in Cardif on the second Tuesday of
avery manif,

We held cur annual dinner in January, which by common
consent was the best fo date, Several members attended
the re-dedicalion of the War Memoral in Casrphilly in Spril,
Four of our members were invited to attend the VE semvice
al Uandaff Cathedral on Bith May and included Mrs Syhvia
Cawley and Mrs Doris Clifford who were in the guard of
honour for HAH The Prance of Wales as he enfered the
Cathedral. That aftermoon many branch members attended
a senvice al the Cenctaph in Cardifl and then marched in the
parade o tha Cily Hall, We then enjoyed the hospitality of
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress at a 1840 s-styvie tea
dance in the City Hall. The subsequent Lithe By Band
Forties Show was much appreciated by evervone present. it
was a wonderul occasion - to reminisce, o meet former
members from all seclions of the armed forces and to sing
the old songs again.

CHESTER. We continue to meet at the RADE Club, City
Foad, Chester on the second Monday of each month and
have gainad three new members.

The last twelve months have flown since last going fo
press - this also goes for the last fifty years!

Sadly too many of our members and our Secretary have
been ocut of action due to liness but glad fo say all are
making progress

Four of us attended the Ack-Ack Re-umion in York, I was
good o mest obd comrades from our War years.

DOnee again our Standard Bearer has done her duty as
always by carmying the Standard on special parades despile
the wired and the rain,

Mrs K Jones laid the wreath on Remembrance Sunday.

Mrz W Hambdet and Mrs M Chopin oblained seats for the
Albert Hall and would not have missed 1 for the world,



Mre Homblet and Mrs
AT A-A RE-UNION IN YORK

A vary good AGM with officers vated in. Donations sent to
ATS Benevolent Fund and The Royal British Legion.

Members enjoved the Christmas Dance supporied by
different associations and family, We had & Chrisimas Lunch
thiz year well supported by members - our first Tea-Dance
want down very well, most of the nordhem area branchos
came and also the northem area chalrman, Miss | Walker.
Everyone enjoved themsealves and dancad 1o the music of
“Mr Frank Sampson” - thanks Frank you were greaf!

kembers joined in the VE Day celebrations at Tation Hall
Fark, Knuisford and were pleased to see tha ATS Standard
on parade carmed by Mrs E Francis.

On VE Sunday cur Standard Bearer, Mrs P Bowider and
members were on parade in Chasier whars a sanice wWas
held in the Cathedral - which was packad to overflowing. Tea
and biscuils were enpoyed in the Town Hall after the Parade
and karch Pasi

There was also an exhibition in the Town Hall of war tima
meamorabilia to which all sactions of the commienity
contributed, The chaiman of our branch, Mrs J C Mclellan
prepared exhibition boards covering all aspacts of the ATS
senvice during the war, The weekeand was rounded off by a
rvar brip up The Des with buffet and dance and bar! The trip
had been arranged by the Wrexham branches of the Dunkirk
Velerans and Eighth Armoy Velarans and there were over 8
hundrad ex-sanvice man and woman havirg a jolly good lma
as only we know how,

Ona of owr members, Miss Pal Conway, spenl the
weekend in London, and met wp with three ex-ATS membars
she servad with durirg the war. Har verdsc] was that il was a
marvellous weekend and she wouldn't have missed it.

Maxt year we ara hosting the northern amea re-enion at the
Town Hall in Chester 5o look out for the final details in the
Fabruary “Lionass” in 1996,

All willl be welcome,

COLCHESTER, Cwur branch has gathered a few mom
members this vear so numbers are hokding steady. We have
had a number of very anjoyable meebings with speakers,
quizzes and of cowrsa, lots of happy chat.

Dwring May about 50 of us had a supar lurch at Clacton
Galf Club followed by a mystery coach tour round the Essex
couniryside which was great fun,

VE Day was of course the highlight of ouwr year. 24
mambears marched n the Colchestler parade resplandent in
their green berets (which we had an awful job to frack down!)
It was a very emolional cocasion - the public tumned out in
force and the applause was terific. At tha same tima 12 of
our Clacton ladies marched to the town War Memaorizl and
taok part in their own parade.

During the same week we had a memaorable lunch at the
King's Cliff hotel in Holland-on-Sea followed by a visit 1o tha
Westchiff Theatre fo see the show "Happy as a Sandbag'
whare we all waved cur flags turiously and sang afong with
ihe performers.

THE LATE Mrs Beryl Wolfe
RECEIVING HER CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FROM
THE VICE-PRESIDENT

June was not such a happy month for us al Colchester
because our well-loved Secretary, Baryl Wolfe, died on 19th
May after bravely suffering a kong liness. Her dedication o
our Association was an example to us all and she will be
sadly missed.

However | am sura that she would have bean wery
iouched 1o know how many of us attended her funeral 1o say
our goodbyes to her. Dur Treasurer, Vera, has been laking
meetings during Beryl's iliness and has been really
wondedul keeping us all going. We are now looking forsard
o ane or two outings in the near future to cheer us all up
again.

Several of us are off to Worthy Down on the 24th Juns
fallowed in July by a trip 1o Bury St Edmunds o have tea
with Lady Kemball - hopefully in her lovaly garden (weather
parmittingl} On 18th August we are kooking forward to
visiting the Imperial War Museum which should ba anothear
great day oul

Cur monthly coffee momings, held by invitalion in the
housas of members at Clacton, are also proving very
popular and also providing a uselul additional source of
Branch funds.
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CREWE. We staried tha New Year off ke we always do
with our Chaimman's Party, in March our Secretary, Edith
Francis and Chairman, Befly Pation atlended another
informal mesating called by our Area Chairman, Mrs Purkis
and hosted once agaln by Heredford Branch who kook after

us wvary well

In Aol wo bt an B LEs 0t RLee YOrsion, o
our fund raising this year. Lates in Aprﬂ a party of us want o
ithe theatre to ses Music Hall, it was a very amusing and
enjoyable evening. Still in Apel, our Chakrman and our
Secretary who is also Area Secretary for Wales and West
aftended the AGM in London which was al the Chelsea
Mational Army Museum this year. Qur Secretary, Edith, was
pleased o recelve a Cerificate of Appreciation after the
maating from Brigadier Field.

On the Gth May a party of us went to a VE Day
Calebration al Tatton Park, Chashire, ts lovely parklands
wera g perfect setfing for tha evant, it was a hol, sunny day
which helped to make 0 a very happy occasion which
finished with a Parade and March Past taken by the Lord
Ligutenant for Cheshire, Mr Willlam Broméey Davenport.
Dur Standard Bearer, Edith carried the ATS Standard.
Crewa Branch were the only WRAC Association memberns
on the parade. We were approached by one or two Ex-
WRAL girls who were interesied in joining our Association
g0 we were pleassad to halp them.

The next day Sunday, May Tth we attended a big Parade
and Service for Crowe and Nantwich held at Mantwich
Parish Church. it was quite an international occasion
attended by a deputation from our German Twin town of
Bischfoshein and our Franch Twin town of Macon and of
course our own Mayor and Mayoress and the Lord
Lieutenant for Cheshire. The Rev G D Geddas gave the
sarmon in Englsh, French and Gamman, prayers wene said
by a French and a Garman representative and we finished
the service singing all three Mational Anthems.

Later on the Parade ihe March Past was again taken by
ihe Lord Lieuienant of Cheshira. When the Parade was over
Mr Bromley Davenpor remembered us from the day belore
at Tatton Park and he complimented us on our smart furm-
out an Doth socasions,

On May Sth our Branch was invited by the Mayor and
Mayoress with other ex-service personnal o a VE
Calabration evenireg in the Mayor's Parlour it was a wvery
nice evening enjoyed by everyone,

May 20th was our next furd raiser at Mandwich, we joinad
the local Lions Club again whan they hiekd their opan air fund
raising event, in spite of it being Cup Final Day and vary cold
we did very well and wera pleased with the resulis of our
labour. We were also pleased 10 see Mrs Phvils
Rzeszewska the Wrexham Secretary and her daughter whao
came over 1o support us that day,

CREWE BRANCH MEMBERS AT TATTON PARK, CHESTER
FOR VE DAY PARADE
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Mrs Edith Frarcia
GUTERE NATHINAL ARMY MUSELM
WITH HER CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Cur Branch has three Golden Wedding Anniversaries
thiz year. The first oné was on Jure 2nd, Mrs Elsie Walton
and husband Harry, who is the President of Crewe Branch
British Legion. Elsie took a pary of us out to lunch to
celebrate the anniversary and we gave her a piece of
Aynsley China to mark the cecasion and we wish them both
coniinued Good Health and Happiness.,

Our next fund ralser was a Colles Moming at Mantwich
on June 3rd which was a horible, wet day but it was
successiul inancially 5o we were happy.

We szem o be having a hectic year this year, we shall
be attending the usual crvic and service parades and we
hope to fit in some social oulings oo, Mot forgelting we
have two more Golden Weddings to book forward 1o, one in
Augusl and the other in Nowvembsar. There are also several
events being organised in Crewe for the VJ Celobrations in
Augusl, Our Branch are having a Celebration Dance on
August 17th.

FIFE AND TAYSIDE. We celebrated Christmas with 3
festive lunch in the Gl Service Club, Parh, lollowed by a
visit from Santa and live music. The same venue was
chosen for unch before the Branch AGM al which bMrs Belly
Berwick agreed to lake over as Secretary from Major Iscbel
Gordon who requosted & break alter neardy seven yaars in
the jab.

The next Branch get-together |3 in September, allhough
ey ol iha Pardh membars allend a monthlby lunch in the
Royal British Legion,

Dundes and Perth members took par in their respective
cities' commemoration of VE Day, and several plan to
attend the VJ Day ceremonies in Edinbungh.

Sadly, we bost three staunch members with the deaths of
Mizs Izabella Marting, Mrs Eveline Morgan and Miss Helen
Macdonald. Our condolencas are extended o thair families



GLASGOW. Our Glasgow branch goes from strenglh o
strength, we have had 4 new members in the last session.
We hodd our meetings from September fo May, and we
oo together on the second Tuesday of each manih,
In Seplember wa hald a Bring and Buy Sake and the

proceads warapg i i s
Bameron oD GRS SRt o PSS
jourmeys through Scofland.

27 members attended the Scoflish AGM and Re-union
wihich was hosted by Ayr branch, this was a most enioyable
day.

In Movembsr Major Steel spoke of how Erskine became a
hospital and home for the First Workd War ex-service
members, a film of the care ihey received, and tha
workshops, they now have there are a number of a-senicn
WWEHTIET.

A Remembrance service was held at George Sguare m
Movember where one of our mambears laid a wreath. Wa held
o Chnsimas lunch al Clyde Hall and had a most enjovable
tirma, with entertainment by fnends of our Treasorer,

Dur second hall mesling started on January 10th 1995,
the first of hwo spaakers showed us shdes and spoka o
Scotland's favourite drink (o not whisky) bat Bams lm Bru
we all ended up by being given a can of the favourite drink,
March was our AGM.

Our friends from he association of WRNS and WHAF
Azzociation wera our guests al our Apal meeating. We wera
enteriained by a group frormn Strathchyde Polica Force Known
as “off the beat”. We had an atiendance of seventy ard all
gnjoyed the music - joining in many of the songs, which
raminded ws of tha many camp concens of long ago, We also
included an Easter Bonnel Parade and finished ol with a
Buffat supper. The evening was voted a huge success by all
- many thanks Strathclyde Police! Mexd came the VE
celebratons and we had 8 busy weekend - Saturday
msaiming Bih May saw us assembled in glorious senshéne al
tha Peoples Palace in Glasgow Grean o join the Ex-Services
Parads. Parl of the route took us throwgh the famous apen
ajir BARRAS Market where wa were warmly applaiuded by
shoppers and traders alike. The salute was taken by
Brigadicr Alastalr Pearson CB DS0 OBE MG TD, who later
congrabulated us on our marching. We were invited 1o attend
the VE day dance in the evening in the Barrowland Balirooam
where many of the damcers wore costumes of the forties,
seeing many of the ladies in two piece suits and Silver Fox
furs, made us smile and brought back happy memories - we
enjoved listening 1o the Glen Miller music played by the 16
pisce band, a big thank you 1o the Barras Enterprise Trust lar
their hospitality.

Sundclay moming saw us at Glasgow Cathedral where we
joined  the Nomandy Velerans Association inoa
Commemoration Senvice. Being in the Cathedral again
ramirded us of the service there whan the Grand He-union
was held in our city in 1991. Alterwards, led by the
Strathchrde Police Pipe Band, we marched to George
Square for a wreath laying ceremony - then to the City
Chambers for welcoma refreshments. A few of our members
were privileged io be present al the service n 51 Giles
Cathedral, Edinburgh, on Monday Bith and it was a
memorable occasion. [V was attended by HRH Thea Princess
Roval, and laler at the reception in Pariament Haill, she
chatted W us for a few moments, We returmned 1o Glasgow
fired, bul agreed it had been an emotonal and unforgettable
waek-and.

GRIMSBY. We feal our branch must ba vary spacial as soma
af our members travel 30+ miles to join us at our monthly
mestings; as well as those from Scunthorpe area, we now
have a new member from Sutton-on-Sea, Dorls Sinckson
inde Fanihorpe). We would be interested 1o krow Il ofher
branches have regular members from such a distancea.

Pauling Ellis (mnde Wade), who has bean our Treasuner for
soma years, has falt the need o relinguish the ask which
she has carried ouf with such efficiency and enthusiasm. A
presentation was made from us all: and we are pleased o
announce that she has faken on the offica as our President,

Mrs Ruth Jenner (neée Hansop) has taken owver as
Treasirer.

Tha ASDA collection raised £944. Plus £37% House o
House collection,

Mre Panline Ellis and Mrs Buth Jenner
AT LOUAL ASDA STORE SELLING FOPPIES

Dwr Quiz Team has again been in action - winners locally
and during a visil to Torquay: "Back to 40's", War Songs
Sing-A-Long, el Fancy Dress another winner Dolly
Thomgson (née Fox] and Kitly Scruton (née Vander-Vord)
provuddy dispdaying ATS Posler and Union Jacks.

We have been represented al VE Thanks Giving Services
at 51 James', Gnmsby Sunday Tth May and 3t Peter's,
Clesihorpes Monday Bih May and proudly marched behind
aur Standard.

We continue o share in friendship and comradeshap fund
raising for local and association chartes.

HASTINGS. The last issue of LIODNESS showed some of our
members wearing pretty or patriofic hats al our 14k Birthday
FParty, Since that isswe we have celebrated our 15th Birthday
and as the date fell very near to Easter the thame was Easter
Bonnets, The party was organised by our Rye contingent
ard we had a most unusual cake with 15 candles and 15
Easter chicks sifting at the fool of sach candle. The cake was
donated by the brother of one of our meambers who ded
recently.

Hastings celebrated the VE Anniversary with lots of street
parties and the Royal British Legion organised a Family Fun
Afterncan on the East Hll which ended with fireworks and
our baacon being bt

Cn Bth May there was a march of Ex-Sarvice and Youth
srganisations from the Town Hall along the Sea Front to the

White Fock Theatre where & Sendce of Thanksgiving,
Reconciliation and Hepe was held, The Address was given
by Reverend Falher Peler Fenwick who (s a mambor of our
Iocal Ex-Prisoners of War Association so he was able o
combing the theme of the Service with his own expenences,
emphaskzing the selflessness of some of those who shared
his experiences. The Parade was ked by the Standards of
participating organisations.

Ancther event was the VE Celebration Touwr - & tribuls fo
the music of Glann Miller. At the Mayor's invitation our Vice-
Chairman and Secrstary attended a wonderdul nostalgic
avaning, The band was conducted by Glenn Miler's nephew
and one member of the orgnal Alr Force Band - Peanuls
Hucko - was still capable of playing magnificent darnel sodos,
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HASTINGS BRANCH STANDARD CARRIED RY
MARGERY LLCAS
(Phote Hasfings (Meeroer)

We were asked o provide posiers showing the work of
the ATS during the war for display in local libraries and
museums, We had no such posier so we made our own by
asking members 1o bring appropriate pholographs, Our final
effort: was well received and displaved in Hastings and
Bexhill

On the death of her husband our sympathies go to Betly
Marshall who has been a branch member for cver 14 years.

Betty and Tom mel on a gun site in Morfolk during the
early days of the war and corresponded while he was
overseas. They recently celebrated their Golden Wedding
and a gift from thelr children was & holiday in a hotel
adjacent 1o the location of that gun site. Tom was an active
member of the AA Association and always took an inferest,
a very halpful interest, in our own activities. He will ba sadly
missed by many of us.

Dur congralulations go o Fanmy Frewan Laton who has
just received a three-book publishing contract. Two of the
books are already written and pubdication will be eardy in
1984, The first book is THE TORTOISESHELL followed by
THE GIAL FAOM LILY COTTAGE. We do hope her book
on our Sarvice THE KHAKI GIRLS will alss be published
before oo long.

HEREFORD. Since sending my last repor, our membership
has gone up o 45, and we ane as usual, very busy raising
funds and preparng for the annual area re-union, Tickets
are selling well, but we are now Invillng branches from
outside the Wales and West Area. Anyone wishing to attend
can contact the Secretary on 01432 270165,

The nostalgia of VE has been commemorated and
celebrated in many ways locally and nationally,

Last December several members enjoyed our annual
christmas lunch al the “Stage-Coach Inn®. We had a big
raffie and raised funds for tha branch.
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15 members attended the January meeting and a sub-
committes mel lo discuss arangements lor the forfthcoming
area re-union next Seplember 30ih 1995, A Markel Stall
netted over £100 on January 31st 1935,

In March, Mrs Cella Davies a co-founder of Herelord
branch and Chairman since July 1988, stood down in favour
of Mrs Mary Micholls. Mary was our Vice-Chair so fits
comforiably in the Chalrmanship! Celia, sl is an active
member and was sincerely thanked for her support and
inlerest.

Cn March 4th we enterained 27 members from Area
Branchas al the Roval British Legion Hall for another O&4&
meeting with Mrs Maggie Purkis in the Chair. Mrs Miriam
Murray had received flowers and & "Get Well’ card after har
recent oparation. Cheques from branches for sale of area
raffie and re-union tickets were already coming in &nd so
enabling us 1o keep solvent at the bank!

April saw 11 members travelling fo the AGM in the
Mational Army Museum, Chelsea and enjoyving themsehes,
Cur member Mra Sally Waterhouse-Brown, tells us she did
some cartoons for the Army, during the war, and we are
anxioushy awailing a report from her as o where they are
row. We understand they have been exhibited somewhere.
Mrs Mary Micholls, Mrs Jo Anscombe, Mrs Rosemary Jones
and Mrs Eva Burion were presant at the Civic Sanvice in the
Cathedral on May 7th for a Service of Thanksgiving.
Raconciliation and Hope, to commemorate the 50tk
anniversary of VE - vary moving.

A "Car Boot” on May 21st saw a small profit of £60 and
another market stall 15 booked for June 2610,

Twa more sub-committes mestings for the September
area re-umion have been held al the home of Mrs Billy
Cordnar.

Our lovely "Ross” ladies, Mre Mary Davis, Mrs Dorothy
Brooks and Mrs Phyl Bates, are planning a fund-raising tea-
party shortly.

Mz Ena Prce and Mrs Vera Denning have kindly
donated cheques and evenyong s busy working hard sefing
raffle tickets, making goods to sell, and begging raffle
prizes. We hope our re-unton in Herelord on Saturday
Saptember 30th 1995 will benafit the Benevolent Fund
greally.Miss Joyoe Micholis i3 working particulary harsd and
wie are most grateful. Joyoe and Rosemary, as our only car-
drivers, are kept exiremely busy and are always willing.
Joyoce hopes fo have a "“Wine and Cheese” evening
sometme foo,

it is & great jov 1o be secretary 1o 8 great hard-working
branch, We wish our "Not so well® members speady
FECOVENES.

ILFORD., Iford branch meets the first Saturday of every
mionth at 40 Argyle Road, Word from 1,30pm. We are a wery
small group with loval members some of whom have been
coming for & good many years.

One of our members Barbara Canning comes from West
Mersea a long joumey and an axpensive fare. We were
delighted, therefore, when it was Barbara's name that came
up when we had a draw for the one ticket the branch
recaived for the service at 5t. Pauls.

Three of our membears were able to join the Sunday
events in the afternoon of the VE weak-and.

As a result of the paricipation of one of our members in
the local VE events we have recruted anather member to
join our small group.

We had a good attendance al the AGM in April when cur
Secretary was prasented with a Cerlficate of Appreciation
in its vary atiractive frame.



ISLE OF WIGHT BRANCH - REMBRIDGE STREET FAYRE

ISLE OF WIGHT. What a vary busy year wa have had so far
arvd by the entries in diaraes I8 will appear o be continuirg!

We had a very enjoyable Xmas Lunch when we
wedcomed members of the Southampton Branch to join with
us and the usual support was given 1o us by our Padre and
his Sister togeiher with our own members. This all seems
such a long tme ago especially when wa were S0 busy
planning the Annweal Re-Union of the Southam Area of the
20th April last when we were 50 pleased o welcomea
membars from our area Branches - and a few peopla who
supporied us (via of course invitations from our marmkbars’).
After g short coach tour from the Ryde and E.Cowes fermies
we assembled all 187 of us - at The Broadway Park FHotel
Sandown. To our greal pleasure we wara joined by
Brigadier Anne Figld, Lt Caol and Mrs Dunn, L Cod Trout our
area Chairman ard Mrs Ford our area Secretary. Our
spectal guesis from the |stand were The Governor - The
Losd and Lady Mottisione and many other represaniatives
of Island Ex-Service organisations. After what we all know
was indeed an excallant meal the usual raflle followed and
our Chairman presented Brigadier Fiedd with an "old print’ of
Dsborme House Cowes and our lady guests all receved a
small floral bougueat. Departure for our mambers catching
the E.Cowes ferry was delayed because of time-tabée
changes for which we were nol awara. We do hope i did not
spoil your day with us and again apoéogies for this " hitch', At
this paint | would like to thank you all lor tha lovaly lattars
that we have received from other Branches and | may add
from individual members saying how much everyons
appreciated the hard work by our Branch and the enjoyable
day spent on tha Island,

On the 28th May we had our usual stall at the Annual
Streel Fayre al Bembridge and I it is possible the
photograph | am sending will explain what a “fun day’ we all
have at this particutar function - together with the hard work
of course!! To all contributions received Trom our membars
both for the “white elephant’ stall and ouwr produce stall -
from guns o gateaux and from bormbs to bunst!

Your attention please - have the ex-ATS members
reading this robed the war lime “Join the ATS" poster on the
front of the stall - | think this possibly helped us to win the
SECOMND prize In the best decorated stall compatition.

All these events on the Branch’s agenda and in between
ol course has bean the VE plus 50 years when again our
Standard was paraded logether with quite a few of our
members taking part on Monday 8th May kast al the
Mewport caelabrations in the form of a March Past - Drum-

head Service and a religious service as wall. The Branch
was again represanted at the RBL Parade at Sandharst in
June. Maybe but it wasn't exactly mid-surmmsar!! We will, we
hope, be taking part in the VJ plus 50 years in August - the
local Branch of The Burma Star Association have issuwed an
invitation {no Standard this time) on the 15th August but we
shall ba fravelling o Portsrmouth on the 1610 August 1o take
part in the celebrations to be heid there.

| wioukd juest like 1o thank once again all of aur own Branch
membars and those from “overseas’ who have supported us
during the last manths.

LEEDS. We confinue fo have our very friendly monthby
meetings and have now moved 10 a new vanue, Headinglay
Branch of the Royal British Legion have very kindly allowed
us the use of ome of their Losnges and a well equipped
kitchen, an improvement on our old room which was a tight
sguesze whan we had full attendance, We have two new
members and two possibles,

Elizabeth Bustard, whose pholograph was In the last
Lioness helped the Royal British Legion with an Exhibition
of Memorabilia in Boston Spa Vikage Hall on 'Wednesday
May Ird as part of their VE Day calabeations. Sic of our
members plus one husband met for lunch in one of the local
hostelrias belore supporting the exhibition. The verdict was
“weldl done” one of the highlights being Elizabeth's Wadding
and Going Away Dresses. Sho also won the prze lor her
oudfit, atmeost awthentic wartime, Three members supportad
the Royal British Leglon Cofles Moming In Brambam on
Saturday May Gth.

All members ook part i their local VE Day Parades and
Sireet Parties unearthing Pay Books Badges and
Photographs, Many memores came tumbling back of
comradeship and fun which made Eght of the many hours
gpent on duty In the cold and the wet. A few tears were shad.

On May 11th the Lord Mayor of Leads Imited tour of our
maembers to & Wartime Lunch in the Civic Hall. Ethel
Cotterill, Emily Newbould, ktay Walker and Rose Walson
joined about 300 other ladies who had all dore war-work of
some kind, The Menu was Comed Beel Fritters with Salad,
Ceormed Beef Hash with Potaloes, Carrots and Peas, Jam
Rohy-Poly and Custard with Tea or Coffes - could have
come straight from the Cookhouse. | wonder if anyona
played the Bugle. Crackers, Paper Hals and Serviettes were
Red, White and Blue and the appropriate music was played.
Our members sal alongside the Mayor and  had

photographs taken.
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LONDOM, Az a prefuds io the VE Day anniversary events we
have had, ab our monthly meetngs three speakers who
shared with us their memories of war-tme senisca. Derek
Sleave was one of the men who helped o 58l up Mulberny
H:umnur, that Ir'iun'u:lh of ingenuity which played such a vilal

RATER YL

talk entitled “It ain't halufmfd Mum®™ Mrs Hannatord described
her winter of 1344/45 a5 she followed the army with ENSA as
they pushed through Holland and witnessed the dreadiul
deprivation of the Duich civilians with a lunch of a few
miserable vegetables, but served up with pride as if it might
be a Sunday roast. Mr G Bovill talked aboul his senice with
S0E and the dedicated work of those who flew clandestinehy
inie France (o assist the work of the Resistance.

Mary mambers enjoyed the Govemmant's hospitality over
a memorable three days in Hyde Park. Everyone is to be
congratulaied on the success of all the events armanged for us
and especially the Velerans Centre where sveryone
contrived o make us feel very special and we send a vola of
tharks 1o all the young serices personnel who were on duby
1o webtome us and look after us so well.

Cuite a number of the branch had seals for the sensce in
51 Paul's Cathedral and i was also shown live in the Veterans
Centre where we were given the order of service and ware
able to follow a vary moving cccasion. A few of us wers happy
to be on duly at the ATS/WRAC Stand and the WRAC
Benevolant Fund Stand zlongside all the other Military
Charities and we did cur best to raise funds and recrutt new
members o he Associaton - 50 far wa have seven new
FriEibers,

As well as the public Opening Ceremony, Heads of State
Ceramony and VE Night Party when HM The Queen it the
first beacon there were also receplions each day In the
Veterans Centre and varous Govermmenl Ministers chatled
to us, A truly enpoyabile three days,

We have had an inleresling coach Inp io Willon House
where General Eisenhower had his HQ and many
momentous decisions made in these now peaceful and lovely
summoundings. We parficularty liked the beautiful Ehzabethan
COStUMEs worm by the guides which lookad so approprate in
the carefully resorted rooms. Sad to say the armed services
ledt it in a mass,

Qur last event for this half of the year was the Parade,
Senvice of Rededication and Victory Commemoration Senice
af the Hoyval Mistary Academy, Sandhurst arranged by The
Foyal British Legion, Our luck hald and the heavy morming
ran stopgped as we marched behind the Standard of the |sle
of Wight branch of the WRAC Association fo the Parade
Ground, How nice it was to march 1o the musse of the
Wantage Siver Band who kepl us in step ail the way. We are
noww looking forward toa good furnout for the AG Corps Day
at Worthy Down.

LONDON BRANCH MEMBERS AT 8T PAUL'S
L {0 R: Ethel Rurrows, Chris Gibbs, Doris Chaplin,
Edna Hall, Janet Reeve, Beryl RBarker
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MAMNCHESTER. 1925 started quietly for us, dark nights,
efc., which curtailed our activities bul not our plans far the
rest of this very special vear

Chur first excitement was being invited to the weadding of
Phyllis Owens and Douglas Young who you will recall met
afier a wvisit o Mormandy. Phyllis I3 a member of our
Canlerbury Branch and a Standard Bearer for the British
Legion. Douglas was with a parly of Cassino Vels
Association.

Phylks wvisited our Branch and we scon bacame firm
friends. Douglas = a member of British Lagion in
Manchester. | think you will in previous write-ups recall we
had pradicted the inevitable. | have snclosed a photograph
taken al the wedding of the happy couple escorted by the
Standard Bearer.

WEDDING F
Pleyilis Queng and Douglos Young

Qur ATS group flanked the rear o completa tha phota
group, The couple are now residing in Ramsgate so Phyllis
can returm to her ATS Branch at Canterbury.

Owr st venue was a VE concert given by the Ashbon-on-
Mersey showband, What a day | They play every year to
commemorale, bul this was something very special. We
armved in our Red, White and Blus, given Union Jacks,
Balkoons, etc., 1o commeamorate tha fun side. All 1940-45
songs and activities, the audience fruly played their par to
maka i a quite excaplional oocasion.

Dur next vanue was VE Day proper. Our ATS Branch
accapled an nvitation from the kocal British Legeon Branch to
march with them io the local parish church for a specral
senvice. Included in the parade were British Legion Branch
contingent, Maval Club, RAF cadets of all apeciallties. We
were placed in the parade, just in front of the HAF and their
cadels. The parade was led by the Manchester Police Band
so wa really had o be on gur metile,

The band played in church whilst we took our allohied
places, followed by the full clergy and choar, I was a
welcome sight 10 see various oullels of youngstar joinirg in
our homage, it was a welcome sight also 1o 2ea the youngar
element as infent as we were [oining in this most baautiful
senvice and acknowledging all that it meant 1o us all. Aftar the
senvice the Police Band playved for us to march back to tha
Eritish Legion, this being aboul a mile away. All contingarnts
laid wreaths at the cenclaph and accepted Brilish Legion
hospitality, a very special and Iouching commancament to
the foflowing day of VE Day proper. One of the Vet soldiers
said jokingly “Ee Lassies thea can march thee knows™. We
did, fealing duly proud to do 50 in such good company. It was
a beautiful Service of Remembrance before VE proper whan
wiee could kel our hair down.

On VE Day some of us ventured imto the centre of
Manchester. As we all had our ATS badges prominent wa
wiarg stopped several fimes from people taking pholographs,
| don't axpact wa will ever get to see them ourselves but who
KNS Wa may adorn somebodies mantie-shelf one day.

Wa laft town early to get a glimpse of TV from London and
all the celebrations there and of course 1o see our beloved



Cueen Mother joining m the singing on the balcony of
Buckingham Palace, and sha krew all the 5orgs 100,

Perzonally | can remember seaing her with King George
Wi picking thedr way through the rubble after a rakd and
saying they were proud o do s0. They hfted the morabe of
the London folip Fygy FEgy S PEE Ve §ion ner
standing on the balcony 50 vears later. God Bless Her, After
tha sxcitermnent of May, we seitled down {0 our naxt mesting
o arrangs 1o visit our fnends from Chester Branch, They
made us very welcome and the buffet was superb.

I am writing this after just amiving home from an afternocn
tea dance mviled by Bhyl Branch for celebration of VE, a re-
union of all branches,

We danced every dance devised in 1240-45, if we didn't
dance wa sang. (| didnt remember those words did 7).
Once again we enjoved a lovely tea and were encouraged
o take home a “doggy bag” o eat on the way home. It was
a lowely day to be “beside the sea side”. A little weary in the
legs, but with a lovely feeling of belonging io the ATS
Associalion,

We booked our passage from Manchester by coach so
werg vary pleased our friends from the Wilmslow Branch
werre aboard. We sand our happy farawalls, still living it up 50
years on, after VE,

At this point | feel we must thank bath Chester and Rhyl
Brancheas lor thair superb efiorts of making us realise what
the ATS Associalion i alt about after 50 years.

MEWCASTLE. Al tha beginning of the yvear we invited
Middiesbrough, Cleveland and Sunderand Branches 1o our
meeting and our concert party entertained, (See page 103).
Members have attended parades and VE Day Celebralions.

Twenly hwo members are going for an Ack-Ack weekand
at Martwich, Cheshire at the end of June,

Two of our members, Mrs Summerell and Mrs O'Redl and
two membars of Cleveland Branch, Mre Marsh and Mrs
Sklanny arranged o go o York Railway Station and meet
anather member of 484 Battery whom we had not seen for
S50 years! We had a meal iogether and you can imaging we
had planty to talk about,

During our stay In Belgium in 1944-45 some of our girls
became friendly with a Belgian famdy, but lost touch, With
e 50 yaars celebration coming, Mrs Sklanny of Cleveland
Branch wrols to the Mayvor of Lovain regarding John and
Marie Louise Clarabosts-Denaes, He contacted them and
thay phoned Mrs Sklanny, the result was she and mysall
going 1o Brussals lor four days and had a day at John and
Marie Loutse's apariment. Oul came the photo albums and
Marie Louise never stopped takkingl

HORFOLK AND SUFFOLK. We have had the pleasure of
welcoming several new members dunng the past six
moaths and now numbsar 132 in both counties, We wera
vary sad to lose Sheila Mocklow who died in March, She
had been with us for many years and came regularly to
mestings. In the ATS as Sheila Hall she had been a Dome
TeacherOperator in aircraft recognition with tha Royal
Artillery, stationed in Datchel, Hampstead, and al 31 John's
Point and Balkvkillner in Morthern Ireland,

Ohar monthly mestings continua to ba well-attended and
vary jolly allairs, often with a speaker on suech diverse affairs
as The Role of Men in Sociely today® and descriplions of
haolidays in Bohemia and Mew Zealand, At the May meeling
we ware shown bwe videos of thea plague ceremony at Graat
Yarmouth in 1384, On the first anniversany of this ceremony,
11th May this yvear, the Yamouth members placed a wrealh
at the fool of the plague in memory of the 26 ATS girls kiked
in 1943,

Also in May zome of us altended a Maval sarvice at
Great Yarmouth when a plague was dedicated to 7
WRENS killed in another bombing incident thare i 1943,

Twa of our members attended the AGM at the Natonal
Army Museurn in Apdl when our Chairman, Joan Awbery,
was honoured to receive one of the Association’s
Cerlificates of Appreciation. Three of us weant o the ATS
Dinner Club Tea Party atl the Victory Services Club.
Mombers conlinue 1o Knil jumpers and Blanketls . for
QxXFAM and we have just made our annual contribution
towards BLESMA funds.

Sixtean of us [oined in Norwich's very large parade in
celebration of the 50th anniversary of VE Day, The
numbers taking part weara swelled by some 200 American
veterans who had known East Anglia as their home for a
great part of their service days, fiying out of the
innumerable bases dotted throughout the area. Morwich
had bean a very popular war-tima rendezvous for tham
and this year they had come across the Atlantic in their
hundreds for the occasion. They were keen to fell us of
their fondness for the local MAAF] Club, the Samson and
Hercules Ballroom, the friendlinass of the local families,
and of the girls they had met and marned. Aller the sarvice
they joined a large number of ex-servicemen and women
at the Lord Mayor's Reception in 5t Andrew's Hall where
reminscences brasghl many emotional re-unions.

The parade had formed up early in the moming on a
sgena that could have baen that of a moming after onea of
the '‘Basdeker raids” on Morwich. We faced the burnt-oul
sholl of the City Library, fotally destroved by fire last
Mowvember, and, to our left, the badly damaged and
roofless skeleton of the Assembly House, scens of
anothar fire in April. It made the occasion parboularly
pegnamd. The Lord Mayor and Lord lronside, whose father
General Ironside had been present at the parade on VE
Day in 1945, took the salute and we marchad o tha
Cathedral for a Service of Thanksgiving, Reconcillation
and Hope,

Crthar activities for the 50th Anniversary of VE Day here
ward low-key: plans aré now In hand lor cetebration of tha
Anniversary of VJ Day which will be a particularly
important day for us locally, s0 many men of the Royal
Morfolk Regiment were lost in tha fall of Singapors or
prisonars of war of the Japanese and VE Day was nol the
end of the war for them. VJ Day will be a greater cause far
local rejoicing.

NORFOLE AND SUFFOLE BRANCH MEMBERS IN
NORWICH
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PLYMOUTH. Doesn't time fly when you are enjoying
yoursell and for the Plymouth Branch it seems no tme al all
gince the last report.

This has bean a very busy s months culminating, of
course, in the VE Day Sth Anniversary cetabrations. Wa

Ware S0 prou BE,
many of M?mm% at
Plymouth Pavilions, Wedl done to Doreen Greenaway, our
“Standard Bearar in Chiel” and to Dosis McCoy, our naw
Deputy Standard Bearer, who really earmed her “spurs” in all
the marches and Parades, Wil done too, o Mrs Jane Rendie
who, complete m fuban and wrap-arcund pinny, gavae a
spirited damonstration of the “Palais Glide™ to the audience of
ihe Radic Devon programme “A Knees Up for VE Day”,

Since Christmas we have welcomed & new mambers to
the Branch so our lotal membership now stands at 80
Annual and 28 Life members. With members living as far
afield as Porthleven in the West and Bamnstaple and Meawlon
Abbolt in the East we consider ourselves a very active
Branch with up 1o 30 of our members managing to get o the
monthly meetings,

In Febraeary we Inacgurated a Theift Club o enabls
membaers to save for Branch functions and outings, With so
many trips plarned for the coming Summer months this has
becoma a thriving concam!

In April sevaral members were interviewsd by the
Piymouth papar *Prime of Life” about whera they wera and
whal they were doing on VE Day. We also ran a compatition
for poems on this subject and our Falmouth meamber, Mrs
Doreen Parridge, had her poem printed In the Westem
Moming Mews on Bth bay. During this month a small group
visited Plymouth Museum fo see the "Houss of Elioif”
costumes. This was linked with an Exhibition showing life in
Plrymouth in the 19205 and 30's. Mrs Batty Bitchell, ouwr
Treasurer, representad ws and our views af the Association
AGM in London. Sha retumed full of praise for the “Right to
Sense” exhibition.

Al the May meeting we hekd a May Fair which raized the
princely sum of £51 for our funds.

On Juna 4th our annual Anniversary Service ook place
at 31 Cathering’s upon the Hoe chapal at the Royal Citadel.
Our previous Standard which had bean laid up in 1988 was
on view in front of the aliar which itself was decorated with
fliowers in the Corps colours. We had invited the Standard
and meambers of the Royal Artillery Association to join us
and ware delighted to welcome 16 of their number to tha
Senvice and to the Curry Lunch afterwards in the WOs' and
Sgis’ Mess, 20 Commando Hagiment BA,

AND NOW ... An open invitation to all readers, If you are
holidaying, visiting or just passing throsgh the Plymaouth
anea on the first Monday of tha month why not drop in o our
monthly meeting. We would love 1o see any Assoclation
"grockle” in the region!! Branch Secretary is Glynis Harey
(01752-336203) who will give details of the mesting and will,
it at afl possible, arrange transpaort.

PORTSMOUTH. Portsmouth branch starl this repord on a
gad nole, Our Treasurar for tha past fen years, Miss Irig
Clover diad on the 3rd May 1995, Sha joinad the ATS at the
beginning of 1838 and served through the war on mixed
heavy AA batterles serving all over Southern UK and in
1844 at Antwerp and Germany. Remaining in the amvy she
sarved in the WRAC her last years attached o the TA. She
refired in 1965 after sarving 26 years. Miss Clover was a
loyal member of the association and sadly missed by us all.
Our Standard and 15 members attended her funeral.

Portsmouth members and Standard attendad the VE
parade and service In Porsmouth Guildhall Sguare on
Sunday May 7th 1855. This was broadcast live by Anglia TV
so for a brief faw minutes we ware TV stars, we also got a
mention in the commeantary.
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In the afterncon we all altended another parade and
service al 5t Many's Church organised by the Royal British
Legion. It was quite & day with all the marching bul everyona
managed vary well. Things have bean fairly quist oiharwisa,
gome members went fo the AGM and enjoyed sesing the
Mational Armry Museum, Our Standard and six members will
be attending the Royal British Legion parade al Sandhurst
on the 4th June 1295, We are all looking forward to going to
some-of the WJ events in Portsmouth in August.

RHYL. Since Magazine No 1 Rhyl Branch has been busy as
usual. December wa had the Christimas Dinrer nol enjoyed
guite as much as other yaears, it has been deceided we will try
a Christmas Lunch this year (Tempus Fugit and all that) we
don'l carg for going out at night! 'We did well with the
Chrisimas Coffee Moming and in the Mew Year wa have
had a Jumble Sale, Afterncon Tea and a Book Stall. The
gifls worked wvery hard preparing and organising our

RHYL BRANCH
L to B: oy Ruffley, Yoonne Sompeon, Joan Selisbury-Jones
Cathy Hurt, Norma Earith, Fhyllis Brown, May Walker
Mive Fernikough and (Muwen Landin

Aftermoon Tea Dance in June approximataly 130 attanded,
with a good Raffie, Tombola and other things, we had a very
successful monetary result. Enclosed a group that attended
51 Thomas' Church and Parade on VE Sunday.

ROCHDALE. We continue to have well-attended meetings,
held al our levely Rochdale Town Hall, on the last Tuesday
of each manth, Most of us parake of a very pleasant lunch



ROCHDALE BRANCH MEMRERS AT TOWN HALL

i the Town Hall Restaurant beforehand, so we are well
fartified for tha mesting to follow,

Two of our ladies attended the Tea Dance at Chastar,
iz which we had been invited on 28th March 1295 Our
March meeting was held the day following a very heavy
snow storm the pravious night and eleven kadies braved
the elements to attend with yours truly and ancther
member falling and measuring our length in the ica and
slush; we soldiered on lo arrive shaken and wak.

30th March 1995 saw nearly hall our members
attending & Celebratory VE Concert at The Queen
Elizabeth Hall in Oidham. The ladies from Manchestar
Branch were also there along wilth hundrads of ex-senace
personnel. A very memorable aftemoon was experienced
by all,

’ In April we ware visitad by the *Rochdale Aaporter” who
wrote: “During the Second World War, It was the womean
who kepl the home fires burning while the men were
tighting on the front.

They had a variely of jobs In the forces ncluding
mechanics, clerks, MT {(motor fransport) drivers and
swilchboard operalors,

The Rochdale branch of the Womean's Royal Ammy
Cofps was founded 13 years ago afler women decidad
they wanted to start & branch closar to home than the
nearest group in Manchester.

Most enjoyed their time in the forces - and il was
where many met thelr future husbands,

Mre Jovce Goddard, aged V2, of Hoft Street,
Litheborouwgh met her late husband Tom who was a
sargaant in the same battery.

Mrs Vera Dargan, aged 72 of Edenfield Road. Norden,
cannot understand the maaning of the word stress.

She said: "We don’t know why people have 1o be
treated for stress these days - we saw people killed.”

Vera was bomm in County Durham and came 6
Rochdale after the war with har family,

She volunteerad in 1941 when she was 17, Her first
station was York city and she later moved to Marskeby-
tha-sea on the east coast.

She worked as a switchboard oparator and a physical
training instructaor,

‘| used to take the girls on a three-mile country rin
which thay did not like and | was the most hated person on
the-camp when L came 1o that'

Ona day they found & whale on the baach - it was nearly
spiit in two and was nddled with bullets. Vara thinks il had
bean mastaken for a submaring,

“Wa had to wear masks lor ihree days, the small was
that bad.”

Mrs Mary Campbell, aged 72, of Rooley Moor Road,
jomed up in 1541 and was a radar oparator on an anh-
alrcraft camp,

She grew up in Rochdale in the Milkstone area and
Spolland and was marmed to the late Robeart Campbeill.

Mrs Mona Schofield, aged 71, from Cutgate, joined he
forces as a cook, but as soon as she saw the big Dutch
owens in tha field, she had sacond thoughts and becamea
an orderly stalloned at Rhyl,

She then became a switchboard operator and
ransfered io Weambley.

‘| was a radio mechanic thera and we used o make the
radios thal were dropped o the sples. It was all hush-hush
and we had to sign the Official Secrels Ack.

Like many of the women, she can remember a lol of
good times and comradeship - something that still
exlsts today.

Said Mrs Goddard: ‘Il cne of the membars has a
problam everyona comes together to halp.”

These days they have aboul 30 members and they
meet every month at Rochdale Town Hall and raise cash
for good causas.

They are always on the look out for new members, IF
you served with any of the women's forces and would like
to join, telephone Mrs Goddard (374304)."

On Gth May ten of our members helped out at the British
Legion street party for children in Rochdale and once
again & happy time was had by all.

On 3tk May a party of fiftesn paid a visit 1o the Polico
Museum in Manchester - what an inleresting afternoon we
had. The Sergeant [Retired), who took us round, was a
ireasure who had all the facts off pat and was really palient
in answering all our questions,

On Bth June four members attended a Tea Dance
organised by the Rhyl Branch.

SALISBURY. We conlinue to enjoy our monthly meetings
which so far this year have included a Silent Auction; Ciuiz
an flowers - won by Maureen Robertson and Kath Cassey;
a talk from the Samaritans, and a delghtfully Hustrated
talk on Wiltshire Churches by Miss Kathleen Guinn.

Twelve members attended the Southern Area Re-union
an the Isle of Wight which réally was a most enjoyable day.
The tour of the island was much appreclated as was the
excallent meal. Thank you to our hosts,

SALISRURY BRANCH MEMBERS AT SOLUTH GROLUP
RBE-UNTON QN ISLE OF WHGHT WITH GRODT®
CHATRMAN AND SECRETARY
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Seven mambers went 1o the National Army Musaum for
the Aszsockalion AGM In Apsil, With the appeal for new
members in mind, we were fortunate to get an aricle
published in a lecal newspaper and a5 a result ten new
members ware welcomed o the May meeting by our
Chairman, EWBF“G&Fifggressor Free Version

Membears aftended a rvice of RAaconciliation at the
Civie Hall when the Standard was camied by Mrs Thurza
Siblick,

We are looking forward to a picnic lunch at the home of
Colonel Troul later this month, we can only hope for some
rrprovarmant in the present " summers’ weather!

SWAMNSEA. Our meatings confinue to be held on the first
Wednesday of every month, at the City Guildhall, and are
very well attended, We held our AGM and belated Xmas
Lunch on January 4th. We were all very sarmy to haar thai
o of our committes members had resigned owing bo il
health, But they still attend the meestings. They are Mrs
Lilian Clark, Hom Secretary, and Mrs Irene Morgan,
Chairwoman, Wa had our usual Tea and Welsh Cakes on
March 15t

EWANSEA BRANCH MEMBERS
WITH LORD MAYOR

The Lord Mayor visited us in May, He told us all abowt
his year of olfice which was very interesting.

on VE Day, May Bth, a few of our lady members went on
parade and they marched down to where the New Ack-Ack
Gun is at the entrance of the Park Tawe bridge overlooking
the River Tawe.

We were all made welcome at the Roval Welsh Fusiliers
Clulr for & Buffel which we all enjoved, Al 3 o'clock we
attended the Church Service held at 5t Mary's Church,
Swansea.

on our mesting of June Tih we had a lady speaker talling
ws all about how the streets of Swansea were named,

The ladies who are going to the Herelord Re-union are
looking forsard 1o it

im 1265 the Re-unicn will be hald In the City of Swansea,

SCARBOROUGH. We, through the local press and
personal contact of members have become acguainted
with various people from the area who are already
members of the association or are prospective new
mambers.

We arranged 1o have & bulfet lunch at the TA Cenire o
which they were invited - our own ME Area Chairman,
Colone! F M Cook attending along with our own Branch
Chairman, Major Sally Mohan (Army Careers), Caplain
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SCARBOROUGH BRANCH MEMBERS
WITH GROUP CHAIRMAN

France, OIC TA Cenire and his Colour-Sergeant,

We had a very pleasant lunch - good food - drinks -
pholographs and flowers,

Members from other fowns in the area ook part in their
own [owns aclivilies during the VE weskend celebrations -
we in Scarborough allended a Thanksgiving Service on
Sunday Tth May 1985 followed by a Parade of Velerans
and thair Standards along the seafront - The Salute being
taken by Sir Marcus Worsley - followed by refreshments.

On Monday Bth May a 40's dance was organised in tha
evening with an American Buffet and on Saturday G6th May
a much larger dance was held in the Spa Qcean Hoom
attended by the local dignilaries - and | noticad several
cadels among the packed assembly,

We are hoping o arrange a fund raising effort within the
nexl few months,

Onme member of the Scarborough Branch attended the
Hyde Park celebrations and had a thoroughly good time,

SOMERSET. We have held our monthly mesatings but
some of them have not been business ones, February was
an ordinary meeting, but the January one fook the form of
a Coffes Morning at the home of Audrey Riley which was
enjoved by all, The March meeting was an enterlaining
slide show by our Assisiant Secretary, Dorothy Warren of
her trip down the BMile. In Aprl, instead of our wsual
maaling, Helen Jofiries organised a Skittles Evening on
27th April, this was a great success with an attendance of
3 which included three members of the family of one of
our members and a new member and her husband. It was
pleasing o welcome a member who cannot altend our
meslings during the day, together with her daughter. The
evening concleded with an ample supper. In May, seven
members and husbands came to the Otery St Mary
Garden Centre, The visit was very much enpoyed. In June,
we hope to have a Somerset Tea al the home of one of our
lengast saning members, Rebacea Hardinge-Francis.

Three WRAC members and wo olher ex-sarvice
personnel were al Hyde Park on Sunday 7ih bay,
Apparenily, it was “quite like ald times” with everyone being
so friendly, and our party was well looked after. Two of our
members were able 1o obtain tickets for the Sarice in St
Faul's Cathedral.

On Saturday 19th August at Marfock, there will be a
Commemoration with a full day’s programme commencing
gt 8.30am. At about 4.00pm there will ba a Drumbead
Service and a parade of Legion, Regimental and
Azsocialion Standards. At 8.00pm there will be a Bamn
Dance fellowed by a Grand Priza Draw.



SOUTHAMPTON. The early part of 1985 saw us caught up
with The Saints football matches as we meet some 200
vards from The Dell so we had to meet hall an hour earbear
o avedd baing one of their many fans, also it entailed one
speaker boing cancelled. With summer here and with the

Cup having i ble
free months mqwmmmy we
will have to join them!

Al our 4ath Annual Dinner hekd on Sth Apdl, 19485, three

members were presented with Cerlificates of Appreciation
by Mrs Audray Pickedt, Chairman.

From I-R:
Mrs Ruth Young : Mrs Frances Allen : Mrs Betiy Rush

Three mambers only were available to attend the
Associaton Annual General Meesting hekd af the National
Army Museumn, Chalzea, on 22nd April,

On the last day of April 13 of us very much enjoyed this
yoar's South Group Re-union hosted by the lsle of Wight
Branch, cne with a difference in that we started off with a
boat ride, then a coach towr of the Island, and an excellant
lunch &t & spacious venue in Sandown, Thank yow very
misch [OW, On tha return boat trip we evan gained a mew
membsar having enguirad who were wa and why 50 many
ladies travelling!

At our May meeting in our own [ittle way we
commemorated VE Day with a deink on the house prior 1o a
lady speaking lo us on her experences during 35 years as
a Home Help, somsa down to earth and others very amusing.

Ten membars were very fortunate in being able o attend
the VE Day Commemorative Service at Winchesier
Cathedral on Sunday 7th May al which we were very proud
b be part of the congregation. Packed o capacity with he
sermon baing given by Lord Runcie.

Thera are ofher commemaorative evants later in the year
at which we will be attending and parading cur Standard,

STAFFORD. Since the last issue of the Lioness we are
pleasad to wealcoms bwo maw members t© our Branch
bringing our total membership to 35,

We continug to meat an the second Tuesday of each
manth in aur small rocm at The Royal British Lagion. We
have recantly had a flower aranging demonsiralion gasen
by ona of cur membars and on ofher evenings have had
quizzes, which are always popular, or Bingo is enjoyved now
&nd again, With such limited accommodation it s difficult 1o
Invite outside speakers bul we find that jusl gelting togelher
ance a manth and challing about ald times is enjoyable.

Cwr March meeting and AGM were cut short when we
heard that one of our regular attenders, Mrs Pearl York, had
been imvolved In an accident with a car on her way 1o the
meeting and was al the hospltal with a nasty haad wound.
Fortunately she made a good recovery and was able to join
in th& VE celebrations in London.

STAFFORD BRANCH - ANNIVERSARY LUNCH - 30 YEARS
Reack Ro:
down Higgins : Dorey Newdon : live Hardy @ Linda Ball
Pearl York : Kaoih McCabe : Ann Deakin
Seated: Rhodo Tavior @ Vera Faulkner : Winnie Plandt

On March 27th we held a Cofles Morning at the
Secretany’s home which was most successful in spite of the
snow. Yes, snow!!

I April our Branch had been in existenca for 30 years so
we had a celebration lunch afl the Lockhouse Restaurant by
the canal al Greal Haywood near Stafford. & coach party
was also there and, chatling to two of tharm aftar the meal,
we discovered they were mambers of Birmingham Branch.

May seems to have been a busy month staring with a
Drumhead Service in Stafford on Sunday 9th May. Nine of
us were on parade with the make Ay doterans and e
lonwn was crowded with onleokers who clappad us all the
way. Three of our Branch spent 3 or 4 days attending the
events in London.

Then on the following Sunday, 14ih May it was Mayor's
Sunday which several of us atlended,

In April the Chasrman and Secroefary attended the AGM in
London and four of us are planning to altend the Walas and
West Area Reunion hosted by Hersford Branch on 30th
September. We are looking forward to this event.

STIRLING. The Stiring Branch of the Hoyal British Legion
inviled members of fhe Association lo join them in a
Commemorative Parade on 7ih May 1955, The Parade
formed up on Stiring Castle esplanade and marched to a
senice in the Church of the Holy Rude, After a march-past
ard wreath laying ceramony al the War Memosal a civic
reception was gwen by Stirfing Districl Council atl the
Goldan Lion Hotal.

The enclosed photograph shows some of the members
of the branch waiting to take par in the Parada.

STIRLING BRANCH
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On Monday Bth May 1935 a Semvics 1o commemaorate the
50th Anniversary of the End of the War in Europe was held
im St Gies' Cathedral, Edinburgh in the presence of Her
Royal Highness The Princess Royal and Commander
Timaothy Laurence AM and was followed by a reception in
Farfiamant HEBEF@mE&)ressor Free Version

The Secretary received an invitation fo afiend this
Sarvice and was privileged 1o join the 800 Ex-sendicemen
and a few Ex-Servicewomen, It was a most impressive
evanl and the Princess Royal spent over two hours talking
to a great many paople.

On Sth May 1935 we ware sorry 1o hear of the death of
ong of our founder mambers, Mrs Barbara Mecintosh.
Condolences were sent 1o her husband and family and the
Branch was representad at her funeral together with
representatives from the many charties and organisations
with which sha was irmeohvad.

ULSTER. Since our kst report we have hald our Annual Re-
union Luncheon which was attended by 57 members.

Two members attended the VE Service in St Anne's
Caihedral, Baliast and also a Civic Banguet in City Hall
hosted by the Lord Mayor, The Duke of York was present af
both events amd also at a reception on VE Day held al
Hilisborough Caslle where another four of our members
were prasant.

In May we had an outing by bus to Enniskilien and visited
the Bellock Potlery. Afler our meal in a Dungannon Hobeal
the Branch Secretary, Mrs Alison Warnock (née Dixon) was
presented with the Cerificate of Appreciation by Miss Ethel
Thompeon, WHALC Association Council Member for Ubstar,

Some members are hoping to attend a Garden Party for
Vaterans hosted by Secretany of Siate Sir Pairick and Lady
Mahew and hopelully o members will attend the WJ
Celabrations in Landon.

MRS ALISON WARNOCE
RECEIVES HER CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FRROM
Mige Ethel Thowmpson, Group Chalrman
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WINCANTOMN. Wa held our Colfes Moming in March this
year, and n spite of a cold, wel and windy day, and faw
vigilors, did quite well, although the procesds wera down on
lasl yaar.

We hired & Coach to go o Chelsea for the AGM and
evenyone enjoved the day, and found the Museum most
interesting.

Al our May Mesting, three of us gave shorl talks on our
war-tima work. This proved popular, and we shall rapaat il,
with other members giving accounts of their life in the
Sanpces.

Our next outing will be fo the Adjutant Ganeral's Corps
Bay, at Worlhy Down, and we bave already booked a Mini-
bus for both the VJ Commemoration at Portsmouth, in
August, and the South West Area Re-union at Taunton, in
Septambar.

Maone of us managad to get to London for the VE wesk-
end evant, but | went up the previous day, for another Re-
union in Buckinghamshire, and was amazed at the sight of
all the marguees in Hyde Park

WIMBLEDOMN. Dur membarship remains al 96 and our
avarags altendance has risan o 26 but it would bea pleasing
for this fo continue to nse. We hawve 2 new members.

The account of our past six months activities begins with
the Chrisimas party which was well supporied with 28
members attending, Including the Group Chalrman, Captaln
Eileen Carter, MBE TD. Members always give gonerously
on ihese occasions o maka the festive board appetizing.

We do nol meet in January but in February we had an
excallent keciure given by Joan Eventt, one of our members
who is a lalented and experienced lecturer, on the history of
English Cathedrals well documented by her slide collection,

in March the Secrelary of the Branch, Bessio Wrighl,
gave a graphic account of har tour in 1srasd last November
itlusiratad with many colourtul slides.

in April, a loyal and suppaordive group altendad the  Bring
and Buy' which iz an important meeting for fund raising.
Frankie Fox stepped in o auction the remainder of goods &t
crazy prices. Also in Aprdl a small group of members
altended the AGM at the Mational Army Museum in
Chelzea, They were pleased 1o see Doris Lee awarded the
Certificate of Appreciation by Brigadier Field. Doris joined
the ATS in 18940 and was posted to the Welsh Guards af
Sandown Park, Esher, where she served from 1941 to
1846, She became a life member of the Wimbledon Branch
in 1968 and was iz Secretary for 8 vears, In 1973 she
became a member of the Welsh Guards Association,

Az Chabrman | am delighted that no lewer than 12 of our
membars wera invited fo attend the VE Service of
Reaconciliation at 5t Paul’s Cathedral on the Tth May, Thes is
a signal honour for our Branch - a memorable experience,

I May, Ken Woodward, the amaleur acior, thealre cfic
and member of the Theatre Trust, established by the lale
Haroid Wilson when Prime Minister, amused us wilh his
many anacdolas about theatrical life - a different kind of takk
wedl receivad.

WOLVERHAMPTOHN. We were well represented al the VE
Farade and Service on Fih May. Our members followed the
Standards, 50 headed ihe Ex-service secton of ihe Parade.
(How did we manage thal?) Two ladies were in wheelchairs,
ong a member of our Branch, and the other one an ex-
WAAF, s0 wa are sure we were naticed by the townspeople
waltching the Parade. We had three Bands, one being a
Ipcal Pipes and Drums Band which was immedialely 0 front
of the Standards. They had a varied reperiaire of tunes, but
not all suitable for marching! Somehow the Slandard
Bearers managed 1o keep in step. Following the Service in
51 Pater's Church, and the March Past, we were invited o
the Civic Cenfre for light refreshments. Baeing such & warm
day we were all very thirsty
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ALEXINA — A WOMAN IN WARTIME YORK
(ISBN 0 9525392 0 9)
by Van C Wilson

‘Alexina’ is the story of one woman's war. Set
mainly in York, it traces her life from the outbreak of
war in 1939, through friendships, work, social life and
the first painful losses to her war spent as a driver in
the ATS.

Copies at £3.85 including postage are obtainable
from the author at 42, Frances Street, Fulford Road,
YORK YO1 4DP.

THE VIEW FROM THE COOKHOUSE DOOR
(ISBN 0905355 45 8)
by Sylvia Mundhal Harris

The author joined the ATS on the day that war was
declared. This book tells the story of her struggles
and tribulations as a private in the ATS before being
commissioned and working in the Royal Army
Educational Corps. Later she married and went to
South Africa. The latter part of the book reveals how
her early subordinate experience helped her to
understand her servants’ problems in a country
divided by Apartheid.

Copies at £6.50 post free are obtainable from
CAEDMON OF WHITBY, 128 Upgang Lane, Whitby,
North Yorkshire YO21 3JJ.

HAD | THE HEAVENS (ISBN 0 86332 955 1)
by M M Burnie

The author is a teacher and this is her first novel. E
L-S writes: “This book will be an interesting reminder

BOOK REVIEWS

of what it was like to leave the security of home and
community to embark on a hitherto completely
unknown way of life for women with the exception of
a few who had previously served with the Forces in
the First World War. MM Burnie gives a graphic
description of Polly Reeves experiences in the ATS;
from her day of enlistment in November 1942, her
training and service with Anti-Aircraft Command in the
Defence of Great Britain from German bombing
missions and later the Vis and V2s to her
demobilisation in June 1946. Three and a half years
in the ATS opened up a new world for Polly Reeves,
memories which will remain with her forever and
brought her a new kind of confidence and freedom.

“Had | the Heavens” will be of interest to any
women who lived through this particular time in our
history.

Copies at £14.95 are available from THE BOOK
GUILD Ltd. Temple House, 25-26 High Street,
Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2LU.

THE HISTORY OF BRITISH MILITAY BANDS.
VOLUME 1 CAVALRY & CORPS
(ISBN 1 873376 01 4)

This is the first of three volumes which will be the
definitive illustrated history of music in the British
Army. Volume 1 covers the Cavalry and Corps
together with The Parachute Regiment and Brigade
of Gurkhas and includes the Women’s Royal Army
Corps. The accompanying compact disc includes
the slow and quick march of every band-included in
the volume.

Copies at £60 are available from SPELLMOUNT
PUBLISHING LTD, The Old Rectory, Staplehurst,
Kent TN12 OAZ.

A unique ceremony took place in Wolverhampton on 15th
May. After the fall of Holland the Dutch soldiers who
escaped from the Nazis came to England and served with
the Prinses Irene Brigade and were in camp at Wrottesley
Park near Wolverhampton. They soon became well known
in the town, and, in fact, quite a number married local girls,
and some eventually settled in the area. Members of the
Prinses lrene Brigade Association and their families have
visited Wolverhampton on several occasions, now, due to
their ages and loss of members they decided to hold their
last Parade, and because of their close connections with
Wolverhampton, chose to hold it here instead of in Holland.
The local Ex-service Associations were asked to support
two events. In the morning a Parade and Memorial Service
was held around the War Graves in the town cemetery, and
in the afternoon we gathered together again outside the
Civic Centre, where we were inspected by our Mayor and
the President of the Dutch Association.

Afterwards the Mayor took the Salute during a short
March Past, and a Service and Wreath laying ceremony was
held by our War Memorial. The Dutch Queen had to give

permission for a very special Dutch Flag to be taken out of
Holland, and our Queen had to give permission for it to be
carried in England. This was carried and escorted by a group
of present day Dutch soldiers, and it was very interesting to
watch the ceremonial way in which they handled this Flag.
We felt it an honour to have been asked to join in which the
last Parade of the Prinses Irene Brigade Association. We
were all given a pair of tiny clogs as a memento.

Pat Ash, our Treasurer, and Nan Joesbury, a loyal
Committee member have celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversaries this year, and we extend our best wishes to
them and their husbands.

Although we have over 50 members, there are many we
do not see for various reasons. We would like to send them
our very best wishes and assure them they are not forgotten.
We appear to have lost touch with an ex-WRAC Life
Member. Where are you now, Carol Richardson? The two
Mary’s would like to have news of you and Ken. We would
also like to send greetings to Nell Shadford; we hope you are
well, and still enjoying life in RBL Hasley House, Cromer.
(See page 102)
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AGC CORPS DAY 1995

The Corps Day of the Adjutant General's Corps was hald
at Worthy Down on Saturday 24th June 1995, twas the one
day in the middle of the June Heat Wave when the sun did
not shine andPP Nofo i ovnf ridenVemSio nvas
contrary to the weather forgcasts and caught those
attending without that extra layer of clothing which would
have made all the difference between comfor and scumying
between wind breaks. As Worthy Down bad once been an
air station It is by nature faily flat and exposed. In
consaquence the wind was at its most efficient. Howaver il
did not rain and the temperaiure ot of the wind was
plaasant.

The theme for 1995 was 0 be a family day with an
gmphasis on the country fayre siyle of events, There were
ferrets on display, an Arfs &Crafts exhibilion and sale,
geasze herding, second hard book sales, archery (nod
Arohear Addiction) |, coconui shigs and all the fun of tha fair.
On the military slide the Royal Miltary Police laid on an
extansive axhibition of their work, the infantry displayed their
wares and the local Ay Training Regiment gave examples
of i syltabus. |0 the arena a military skilks competlion, on
the theme of a race against the clock and other teams, was
bald, & junior six a side football competilion was completed
and the Free Fall Parachulists dropped in.

The day stared at noon with & Drumhead Senice in the
Main Arena, The Colours of the Duke of York’s School at
Dover werg marched on and piled on the drums, The
Stardards of the antecedant Corps Associabions weare also
paraded. In fact two standards from the WRAC Association
ware on parade. The standard of the Birmingham Branch
carmed by Mra H Thomas and the standard of the Iske of
Wight Branch caried by Mrs J Trowbridge were displaved,

After the Sarvice lunch was sarvad in Associalion tents.
The WRAL Association at 250 members was by far the
largest conlingant. With greal bravery and considerable
organisational skill Lieutenant Colongl Di Davies and
Lisutenan! Colonal Sue Wasllake, both on the staff at
Worthy Down, had aanged a sumptuous lunch of salad,
sandwiches, strawberries 'n Cream plus coltes or tea for the
250 members at the unbelievable price of £2. A bar had also
beean provided which was wall patronised.

After lunch was the opporfunity o visit the side shows
and waltch events in the Arena or saunter o see ihe
progress of the Princess Royal's Memosial Rose Garden,
rafocated to Worhy Down-and dedicated by Her Majesty
The Cueen In 1993,

Tea was served in the Adjutant General's Corps tenf to
aliow a coming togethar of the serving members al the
Corps and those retired members of the antecedent corps.
It was a pleasant fea served with remarkable rapidity and

AGC CORPE DAY 85
Mre Thomas and Mes Trowbeiodge with Association Stonderds
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gnjoyed by all. The day was rounded off with Bealing
Retreat by the Adjutant General's Conps Band which had 16
female musictans on parade and an enterprising mixture of
traditional lwunas and novelly tams.

Corps Day 1996 is to be on Saturday 15th June 1996
and it Is hoped 1o excesd the 250 members who atlended
this vear. Please nofe the date in vour diaries, Details and
an application form will be in the No1/96 Lioness.,

REUNIONS

GRAND REUNION

The Grand Reunlon in 1997 is to be held in Blackpool on
Saturday 15th and Sunday 2000 April 1997 Evanls will ba
based on the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpoaol. There is
I be a Church Sarvica and March Past on Sunday 20tk

April,

MOTE THE DATE IN ¥OUR DIARIES
AND START SAVING NOW?

ATS BRITISH TROOPS BERLIN 1948 43 REUNION

A reunion for these who served in Berlin during the
Biockede s o be held atl Lytham Sl Annes on 8th and 9tk
September 1885, Details:-

Mrs Jean Eastham (Mees Hart}
11 Morh Houses Lane
LY¥THAM ST AMMNES
LAMCASHIRE FY8 4NT

Tel; 01253 722081

VETERANS OF WOALD WAR Il CANADA WIDE

Friday 20th September 1985 at 201 Miagara Street,
Toronta, OWNTARKD MY 1C5, TELEPHONE (416) 781 2872

ENIGMA REUNION
15 to 18 September 1995

Third, ard possibly the last, reunion for those who
weorkad for the Y service is 10 be hald at the Moathousa amd
Swan Hotels in Bediord with outings o The Park during the
woekend 15 10 18 September 1995, Detaiks from;

SAGA on Freephone 0800 300 666

LOMDOM GROUP REUMION
SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 1995

The London Group Rewnion is to be held at the EX
Sarvices Club, Aylesbury on Saturday 2 September 1385,
An interesting and enjovable day is planned. Details from:

Wirs Eibeen Carler (0181 BG4 T3TE Evenings)
Mrs Alma Stride (01298 §30590)
Madge Evans (01582 606470)



HEAVY ACK ACK REUNMION

B Troop 504 (Mixed) Heavy Anti Aircrafi Battery of 144
Ragimeni, Martherm Command are brying to armange a
rewnian, Write to either;
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Mrs Edna Gobla

Little Condray Farm

THURSLEY

MA GODALMING

SURREY GU2E 620

Mra MH Garmham

32 Kaswick Gardans
Fiuislip

MIDDOLESEX

Had TEM

WRAC STAFF BAMD REUNMION

D0 Saturday 30th March 1996 from 11,00 am to 15,00 pm
at The Victory Services Club, Marble Arch, London. Lunch
will be available. Polanlial atlandees pleass send name,
address and phone number ta;

Mizss Lymette Hopkins

Flat 2

Culworth House

Weat Road

GUILDFORD

Let SAGA organise your

next reunion

Der Rewnion
Service Includes:

Our specinlisl Reunion
Service has sucoessfully
reunied thoasancds ol

eX-RerYicemen anl women
Leave the armangemsnt of
yoIur reimion 1o ws, and
vor'll have o prodessionally
N nised oocisin i
savour zod remember. You
i ey m‘:llplurlnp, ths
apirit of pass glorws wah
yiur comrades, knowing
that every lus detall has
bhewn mken cane of
Witether you wish vour
retarican b ke |::-I:4|;r in the
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WRAC ASSOCIATION SCOTLAND
AGM AND REUMION
14 OCTOBER 1995

The Abaerdean branch are hosting Scolland’'s 1885 AGRM
and Reunion at the Beach Baliroom, Aberdesn on Saturday
14 Octobar 19895 a1 12.30pm.

Following a three course lunch, members will be brought
up to date on "Women in the Army today’ fallowed by the
AGM and raffle. A cup of fea will be served before the
membars depart.

Tickets costing £8 may be oblained from amy Scottsh
Branch Secretary of direct from the Group Secrefary:-

Captain (Retd) PM Stevenson
ACID Glasgow

Chariote House

78 Cusen Streal

GLASGOW G1 3DN

Tal 0141 221 9955 Ext 25

ATS DINNER CLUB
SATURDAY 7TH OCTOBER 1995

The annual luncheon of the ATS Dinnes Club |15 1o be hald
at tha Thistle Mount Royal Hotal, Bryanston Streat, London
on Satrday 7th October 1995, The hotal is a 10 minute
walk from the Victory Service Club.

The cost will be £18.50 including wine. Details fram:-

Mra Fallowes
20 Mount Nod Way
COVENTRY CW5 TGY

ATSE Dhnwer Club
Keathleen folinson, Jean Ogpden, Gueneth Stock

Soare Gieoapy T2
dean tgden, Kathleen Mitchell, Gioeneth @uick
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CORRESPONDENCE
SUCCESSES AND FAILURES

Miss Doris Lee of 5A Burbank, 71 Dukes Avenue, MNew
Makdon, Surrel. BRI Glofpye iso et hee Mersignnse
to the publication of the pholograph (page 66 of Lioness No
1/95) of the St David's Day Parade in 1943, Dosis Goss of
25 Sarvile House, B9 Sulfolk Road, London, N15 5AN was
able to supply some of the missing names and they have
been able to swap memones,

Mr Amold Wasp who put in a bong shol {page 70 of
Lionass Mo 1/95) to find “Olive” was successtul and they
have been in comaspondence,

Mot so successful was my affort fo put photos with
arficles. The pictuna on page 20 of Lioness Mo 1/95 which |
attributed as Posties was in fact members of H Company at
Hyderabad Barracks in Colchester and shoukd have bean
on page 65 and of course vice versa.

Mary of you wrote to idantify the others in the photograph
of the late Major Greta Baylis (page 62 of Lioness Mo 1/45),
Mrs Dilane Egerton (néa Winter) of 2 Sioney Caoftage
Common Lane, Alcision, Polegate, Sussex BN2E 65U
remembered Caplain Baylis in 4 Sguadron of 10 Signal
Regiment at Willon, near Safisbury, Mrs 5 Archer (ngée
Drerham) identifed the W01 as Lois Taylor. Mrs Archar who
ves at 3 Kinsake Aoad, Plymouth PLS 20X sent this phato
of hersef and WOT (then Sergeant) Lois Tavlor in April
1955 at Craigiehall, Edinburgh.

Mrs Archer (nide Derham) and Sgt Taylor. 1555

Mrs Ruby Virtus returned from holiday in Spain to find her
mani re-unkon on page 71 of Lioness Mo 1435 described as
554 Battery when il should have been 555 Mixed Batiery.
The error is mine and Ruby is not going senile in case her
friends were worrad!

Mrs Edna Chnste-Smith (née Lewls) tells ma that hee
message on page 60 of Lioness No 1/25 brought her in
touch with a comrade of 50 years ago in Maidgstona, She
tefls me thal she stll has har ATS wniform and is in much
demand at VENJ Day concerts

Mary Clements (née Fox) comrecls me on the capton
which | put to har piclure on page 62 of Lioness Mo 1/95.
She was in Brighion on draft for Germany In 1951 NOT
1949, Mary lves at 15 Orchard Avende, Stanley, near
Wakefield, Wast Yorkshire WF3 4PB. On the plus side the
e did result in a reply from her lormear G5,
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The Canteroury Branch confingent which attended the
Buckingham Palace Garden Party consisted of Miss Mary
Richardson and Mrs Roxana Stinson who tell me that they
had & wonderful time.

Mrz Rae furovcik (Wessel) (nee Brewer) who wrote an
articia for Lioness No 1/94 (page 15) fells me that sha did
find ore friend from her Chitwell days, She i3 still keen to
find more especially her bridesmaid Eilean Lynch from
Liverpool. Rae's address is 1704 Roming Avenue,
Mckesspor, Pennsylvania 15133 USA. She visited her
Chilwell comrade Audrey Taylor in May this year

Helen Wilson (née McHardy) of Mesalimore Cottage,
Daviof, Inverness V1 2X0 berates me for demoting her in
the articla on page 18 of Lioness Mo 1/895 She was A
Sergeant with 525 Battery of 165 Heawy Anti Asrcrafl
Regiment and | am happy 10 maka the correction,

Mrs J Peggie Dudgeon (néde Fcardi) of 807 Live Oak
Drive, Garden City, South Carolina, 20576 USA made a
contact after her iem and photo in the st Lioness, Readars
will recall that she was seeking an ATS unifiorm, She tells
me that a mal order catalogue recenved by her husband
olfered *a small assortment of ATS miscellanecus tems”,
The mind boggles!

Phyllis Beardsmore was in 1 Section of 495 Batlery o
143 Regimean! and not in 496 Battery as slated on paga 75
of Lioness No 1/85,

Miss Irene Beal, the Scarborough Branch Secratary has
writhan 1o Mrs Afma Stride the Aylesbury Secretary falkowing
the picture on page 61 of Lioness Mo 1/95 and = amanging
a re-unicn in Scarborough (| am giad about this as | was
worriad that the text said Skegness whila the picture caption
said Scarhorough! Ed),

BEACON CAMP, CHESTER, 14

Mrs H Withenshaw lakes me o task for dascrbing her
husbarnd In the Golden Wedding column as Foyal Arifleny
wheraas he was Fleet Air Arm. | apologise for the ermor and
am happy to make ameands. Mrs Withenshaw (mée Dutlon)
sant the phato taken al Blacon Camp, Chestar in 1844, She
iz ai the bottom right kneefing and she remembens Jessle
with the camp cal bahind her and the names of Connie
Seabrook and Doris?

Mrs Doris Rutherford (née Storey) is at boftom right
cormer of this photograph taken &t Mo 2 Holding Unit,
Hadrians Camp, Carliska. Anyone who ramambers her is
asked fo contact her daughier Mrs Y J Nunn al 8 Burdale
Avanue, Slatyford, Newcastla-upon-Tyne MES ZMNLUIL



Mo 2 HOLDING UNIT, HADRIANS CAMP, CARLISLE
Mre Rutherford (néve Storeyh
ix at righi of froni row

WE, THE LIMBLESS,
LOOK TO
YOU FOR HELP

Wi corma from two World Wars, Korea, Kemya, Malayva, Aden,
Cyorus, Uister, The Falkdands and all those areas of turmo whene
peace must be resioed.

Mow, disabied and maindy aged, we must iook 1o you for heip.
Please heln by hefping our Association.

BLESMA Inoks aher the imbless from all the Services. It halps 1o
aercome the shock of losing s, of legs or an eye. And, for the
severely handcapped, it provides Residential Homes where thiy can
bt in paace and digrity

Help the desabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now o a
legacy in the futsre, We promise vou that not one penny will be wasfed

FPLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO GAVE

Ve i e who gave —please
g Bonations and informatien’ The Charmar, Aabiona &npes Cusmes
1 GLESUA, Wiveod Bank FLE, G0 Wher Sotviimh | oncn £0 18 90

 BLESMA

BRITISH LIMBLESS
EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION

THE FIRST STEP
by a recent, young double amputes
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FOR RENT

The Women's Section of the Royal British Lagion
owns two latled houses that are availabla for rent to
ex-Service PLRASAT; NRESHOR.

Bromwen Houss in Southport appears o have no
difficulty in maintalmng full cccupancy but Castle of
Mey House at Haslamera in Surrey has a growing kst
of flatiets which need to be filled.

Each unfurmnished, self-contained flatiet at Castle of
Mey House has its own front door, a small lobby with
finor to ceiling storage cupboards, a living rosm with a
emall partitionad kitchen area and a shower room,
Thare are bathrooms on each floor plus extra storage
facilities. In addition there is a communal loungs,

a laundry room, and a guest roorm that can be booked
throwgh the House Supsnvisor. The rant includes
heating and kot watar. The lenant pays for any
edectricity used by the small cooker and refrigarator
that are provided, There i a telephone point
in each room.

If this scunds of interast 1o you, Or 10 SoMmeans you
know, please write or telephone to the National
Secratary, The REL Women's Seclion, 48 Pall Mall,
London SW1Y 5J%, Tel: 0171 873 0633,

GENERAL CORRESPOMDENCE

Mr H O Pendiebury of 2 Prascot Road, St Helens,
Merseysida WA1D 3UB has a long shot request. He and a
Mr Furmnival were stationed at Compton Verney, nr
Wellesboune, Warwickshire and used to go dancing at
Leamington Spa and mail Hazel who came from
Wednasbury or Hedneslaord in Staflord. Any clues 1o Mr

Pendiabury pleasa,

Mrs Dot Harding of *Twas Four®, Brookhill Road,
Copthome, Wesl Sussex RH100 3PJ tells me thal as
husician Dot Atkinson she was a comet player, a french
hom player and a euphonium player. She would like to haar
from. anyona who remambess her and who might have a
band photograph of har with her euphonium.

Mr Kenneth Wintle of 2 Badtord Road, Wast Bromwich,
West Midlands B71 2R3 (Tel: 021 566 8277} is running a
private "senvice pals”™ linking schemse and would Eke to frace
Mancy and vy Hinshaw foom Mewcastie-upon-Tyne and
Mauvreen Payne (néa Thurlow) thought to live in Sale,

Evelyn McGeachy of Toulbreck End, Bull Park Lane,
Hambleton, Poulion-Le-Fylde FY6 SDD who was m the
WRAGC 1056-1958 is trying to locate Joan Wilson who was
her bridesmaid. She came from Petarborough and they
were in Hong Kong together travelling home on the
MEVASSA troopship in 1958

Mre Sheila Panlon (nde Hulll of “Weoed-be Green®, 8
Oxford Terrace, Harrogate HG1 1HT (Tel: [01423) 507154)
wiould ke to contact drivers wha were with the ATS Special
Platoon in London November 1941 1o Movember 1842 anad
G441 Mixed Transpor Company RASC in Edinburgh
1942-43 and later at Ay,
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Leslie and oJfoom on 5 Chetober T84,
o you know them?

Mrs Irene Hardman {nde Tranion of 33 Croston Drive,
Rufford, Lancashire L40 15T senl in fhis pictune of anothers
wedding. It s the marriage of Joan and Leslie on 5 October
1944, Joan and Irene were stationed at Purflest Whard. Can
anyona help them gel in touech?

GFRAVE OF
Private Barborn Afkinson
IN SINGAPORE

Doas anyone know the circumstances of the death of
Frivate Barbara Atkinson WRALD on 27 May 1950 in
Singapore. Any Information o Mrs H Thomas, 325
Slonehouse Lane, Duinton, Birmingham B32 340,



PIRBRIGHT CAMP 1045
Pegey Riddall (now Wiggett) : Moureen Boost : Sheilo Wallar
{naw

Mra 5 E Tookay (née Waeller) of 28 Haolland Park, Claston-
on-Sea, Essex CO15 6LR has sant in a “then” and “now"

phato of herself and Peggy Wiggstt (nde Riddall).

CLACTONSN.SEA 1995
Sheila Tooley (née Weller) : Pegiy Wiggett (née Riddall)

Mrs Dorolhy Elizabeth Beastall (née Parker) of 75 Park
House Road, Lower Pilsley, nr Chesterield, Derbyshire 545
BDG whe was an ATS medical orderly in London during the
war at Lennox Gardens, Skoane Square, Cueen's Gardens,
and Woalwich remembers the relief when VE Day amved.

LENNOX GARDENS CRS
LOp! Parker (now Beastalll @ Efen amd (e

PRIZECIVING
WHERE AND WHEN?

Do you remember this prize giving ceremony (possibly
Guildford) 7 Il =0 lefephone 01723 378485 o discuss a
possible re-union i Scarbarcaugh,

Mre Kenny inéde Horveyl

Mrs Monica Kenny (née Peggy Harvey) of B4 Reevy Road
West, Butiershaw, Bradford BD6 3LU (Tel: [(1274] 6038E22)
sent this phato of herself in an acquired uniform wom when
sha and Norah Kendall arnd Mora Houldswarth talked to local
school children on their part in Hitler's downfall. She
confesses that the sult i slightly larger than her ariginal,

Murial Canning (née Stephens) is trying to trace anyons in
the ATS who was working at the Ministry of Information in
Warwickshire House, Gowar Streel as part of SHAEF (Rear)
Headquarters. Her address is 3 Greenway Avenue, Rumney,
Cardiff CF3 BHQ (Tet [01222) T96780),
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DRIVERS AT EXPERIMENTAL RANGE
It § ¢ Molly Randle : Mory Hughes : Winede Lock
Lilian Burdeif : Qheeenic Mollet : Frankie Poge : Vera Townsend

Miss 3 E Mallatt of 26 Half Year Close, East Runton,
Cromer, Morkolk NR 27 8PT sent this photograph of her
group wha were drivers on an experimental gunnery range
iprobably Camvey Island). She says thal theer uniform of
navy blue skih or slacks, navy and red hats and white
blouse ware often mistaken lor the fire service,

Mrs Eve Peters whose address is PO Box 54, Lake
Erroch, Vorming, British Colormbsa, Canada has Esued a cry
far help. Her entie reel of 36 photographs taken during the
VE Day avants have faded to devalop, [ ywou have any spares
or coubd lend her your negatives she would ba most grateful,

Mrs Jean Robins MBE (née Mackay) of Hillview, Snowhill,
Dinton, Salisbury SP3 SHM {Tel: [(M722] 716335} would like
ta make contact with anyone that sarved with her in telepriater
operations at Fort Bridgewoods, WNr Rochester, Hounslow,
Chalterham, Stathpeatfer, Holloway OCTU o Taunbon,

Sergrenntl Jean Mackay (now Robing), 1941
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Staff College - Bagshot Park -HELP 11

Diwerireg vy Sarvice in the ATS | was stationed al Bagshol
Fark in 1845, | was on the administrative staff and issusd
wilh & circular brass badge loking rather ke the old penmy,

It had a milled adge and fastened like a brooch with a
long pin on the back, On the fromt was a raised owl
(denoting education) and round tha owl was the inscription
“STAFF COLLEGE", Lintll recenty it was a much treasuned
memeants of happy days of service with the ATS. Sadly this
badge was stolen during a robbery amrd though many
enguities have baen made to oblain another thay have not
been successful. If anyone reading this has this badge and
wiolkd lend it to me tor a shorl perod a copy could be made.
Alternatively | would be willing to purchase one. Any
gxpense will be reimbursed. Please confacl G Shadrack
(Tel: 01245 251088) and THANK YL

o

CENODTAPH CALATS
Mrs tMewen Ternna Mra frish Boyler
(e Crrtis) inée Addinall)

Mrs Iris Boyier visited the UK In 1994 for the Frontline
Britain commeamoaralions. Sha wanted 1o thank all those
Imvolved in these events and the ATS Dinner Club where
sha met ald comrades, She also atiended evenis at the
Cenataph in Calais,

Joan Awbery, 66 Park Lane, Morwich NR2 3EF s
seeking Information on two subjects:

1. Was anyone stationed in Fulford Barracks, Leeds, in
Mowembar 1945 with O Company, Yok Garrison Group
ATSY

2. On the Brookwood Memaonal o the Missing Land Forcas
ares e narmes of 31 ATS girls who have o known
grave. Sevanteen of them wera Killed i an air crash owver
tha Medilerranean on 4 October 1945, The war-lims
figznce of one of these gils, May Mann, (of 602
Comparry, 151 Mediterransan Group, ATS attached 1o
the Supplies and Transpor Directorate in Malson Carre,
near Algiers) s anxious to trace any relatives of May and
wioukd be wvery grateful for information. He knew May's
brother BIE for a long time, but has lost louch, The famaly
had lved in Woodtord, London E18. Please can anyone
help? {See article on page 99).

Al raplies will be acknowledged,



Znd CITY OF LONDNNY COMPANY
Cpf Cole iv fowrth fram left in frond row

Mrz J Coliins {née Cole) of &8 Wincroft Road,
Caversham, Reading REd THH would like to hear from
anyone in this photo of the 2nd City of London Company
at tha Suncliffe Hotel in Boumemaouth,

Mr Willkam Edward Lincoln MBE of 10 Derwent Road,
Tettenhall, Wolverhampton, West Midlands WWVE SES (Tel
[01902] 759126) wishes to contact both LCpl Jil Gambiar
Parry and LCpl Robbie Russeall.

The Greta Baylis query in Lioness Mo 1/95 (page &62)
has produced this photograph of the Signals Operators of
18 Army Group Signals Regiment at Rheindahlen in 1956,
WO1 Greta Baylis is on the COs left and Captain Pat
Auston WRAC on his right.

19 ARMY GROUP SIGNAL REGIMENT. 1856

Miss Evalyn Morton of 15 Pendlebury Drive, Mickleover,
Derpy DE3 555 served in the WRAC from December 1952
to December 1955 In the Middle East at Ladysmith Camp,
Fayid in Egypt and on the Permanent Stafl at Guildiosd,
sha would like to hear from anyone who remembers her,
she has qualified for her bus pass,

Frivate Evelyn Norton in 15833

Mr Duncan Brown of 10 Northfield Square, Gloucester
GL4 9UB (Tel: [01452] 387565) wrote 10 the Royal Signals
magazing in an efford to trace Sergeant Barbara Jordan
who was serving with 2 Company ATS Signals Main HQ of
215t Army Group in 1945, Can anyone halp Mr Brown?
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A8 SQUAD DOUGLAS ISLE OF MAN 1843

Miss Kathleen Tucker of 75 Lowden, Chippenham,
Wiltshire SN15 285 sent in the jolly looking group of Squad
34 at Douglas on the Isle of Man in 1343, The raining was
for %" Baction radio operators,

Mrs Mancy Hayward (nde Vincent) of “Sorrenie”, Coads
Grean, Launceston, Cornwall PL15 7LY was on convay duty
on VE Day but sent this pholo on a subsequent day off in
the hills at Church Siratton in Shropshireg with red, white and
blue ribbons in their halr,

CONVOY DRIVERS RELAXING

QMAAC IN PARIS. 1919

Mrs Nora Budd {née Cann) of Lithe Craft Elderly Peoplas
Home, 44 Barry Aoad, Oldham Common, Bristol BS15 60Y
has gona back to 1919 with this historic picture of the
COMAALC in Paris,

Mrs Greta Wells (nde Docker) of 25 Princes Close, Eton
Wick, MNr Windsor, Barkshire SL4 BLZ (Tel: [01753] BED208)
would ke to hear from anyone who remembers Pay
Corporal Docker. Mames which come to mind are Micky
Hearn, Ella Adams, Elsie Fumess and Jean McCraady.




Drathy Fanthorpe fo Sergeant Durrant, 1918

Mrs Doris Strickson (née Fanthorpe) of 51 Marine
Avenue, Sutton-on-Sea, Lincoinshire LN12 2ND. (Tel
[01507] 442630) has sent In some interesting photographs.
One is of a group at the wadding of her aunt, Dorothy Durrant
inée Fanthorpe) in 1918 at Mominghdl Camp, Winchaster.

The other is of Mrs Strickson when Private Fanthorpa at
the Tees "J' Gunsite at Greetham, near Hartlepcol, Co
Durham i 1942,

H02 (Mived) HEAVY ANTI AIRCRAFT BATTERY
Private Doris Fanthorpe

Mrs Shirley Rosa (née Fortag) of 227 2229 Mapke Strest,
Vancouwver, British Colombla, Canada VES 3TS sent this not
wvary warlike picture of hersell and Morah Worlay n Egypt,
and as a8 new Lite member wonders if anyone alse
remembers her.

EGYPT
Shirley Fortag {now Rosel with Norah Warley on right

Mrs J B Troake (née Sparks) was a driver with the CAS
at Gorleston-on-Sea in Mordolk 0 1945 and senl in this
photo of Captain &nn Jordan AAMC and her team. Mrs
Troake would like 1o hear from anyvone who remembers har,
She now lives at 19 Orchard Close, Lower Westford,
Willington, Somerset TA21 ODR (Tel: [01823] 864016).

CRE GORLESTON-ON-SEA - JUNE 1845
Cpl Sparke (now Troake) is 3rd from leff in rear rank

Just up the coast bul 50 years laler the members of the
Great Yarmouth members of the Mordolk and Suffolk branch
laid wreaths at the site of the memonial plague 1o the ATS
killed im 1943,

GREAT YARMOUTH MEMORIAL PLAQUE
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HEH Princess Mary af Bedmin 1940
Mins Anne Smith is in middle of centre rank

Miss Anne L Smith of 4 St Pirans Close, Trure, Comnwall
TR1 15F sent this photo of Princess Mary, Princess Royal
at Bodmin Barracks in 1940, Whethar HAH commantad on
the hat style that she was inspeciing |5 not recorded.,

HEIGHTFINDERS
Doreen Moclntvree : Mary MeNabd ; Wary Hopper
Lt Threpleton ; Elizabeth Groham ; Ruby Walers
Befte (Spikel Morgan (now Rosel

Heightfinders ranged in size in this photo from Mrs E M
Rose (nde Morgan). They are with C Section 522 (Mixed)
Baftery at Ty Croes in 1942, Mrs Rose in now in Australa
bt wioukd love 1o hear from anyona in 522, Her address is
Ty Coed”, 9 Koonunga Avenua, Rostrevor Park, South
Ausiralia 5073,

524 Battery telephonists and spotters want 1o expand
their group, Mrs Rosalie Martin (née Gardner) was
tefephonad by Gladys Johnson after a showing of Songs of
Praise from Hull where they had both been stalionad. Thase
two are In conlact with Rose Stakes but would ke 1o hear
from other 524 or 518 Baltery members pariculary Maxie
Mill, Joan Middielon, June Boyd, Kath Hughes. Mrs A A
Martin (née Gardner) lives at 11 Crabble Close, River,
Dover, Kent CT17 OLK [Tel: [01304] 822474,
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Mrs Alice Kemp (mée Loging of “Keystones® 19 Fore
Sireet, Morelonhampsiead, Devon TO13 BLL would fike to

contact anyone from 511 Battery of 151 (Mixed) Heavy Anti
Aircrall Regiment, She was on prediclors al Manchester, -
Praston near Hull, and Ty Croes. Mrs Kemp is the taller

Corporal in the picture,

—— D

Corporel Alice Login fnow Kemp) 1842

Mra | (Paddy) Bromley (mée Blacksiock) of B Essex
Sireet, Morth Road West, Plymouth, Devon PL1 5HB served
with 525 Battary in Schoton, Antwerp and would love to hear
from others who served there. She sent a photo but it is oo
poor quality 1o print. It shows Peggy Cullen, Sergeant
Mochahon, Margarel Muldowney, vy Shorland and
Margarel Mekanzie in echelon with Paddy Blacksiock so if
you were there please gel in touch,

SILVER PLATED ATS BADGES

Association HO now holds a stock of the silver plated
replicas of the ATS badge which was issued to
voluntears in 1838-39 badore uniforms were avaiable,
The cost is £2.75 each including packing and postage.
Branches may order in bulk and a 5% discount s
afiowed for orders over 10 badges.

(The stock of those badges offered by London Branch
in the last Lioness has beon exhausted)




490 MIXED BATTERY

ECpl Keflan (now Radford) is second from right in front row

Mrs Any G Jago (née Hogg) of 21 Temple Green, South
Shiedds, Tyne and Wear NE34 OHH congralulales Syvivia
Crook {50 do we all) on her Battery Linking Project through
which Mrs Jago has met some ofd batiery friends. In the
hope of meeting more she has sent this picture of the CSM
and Section Sergeants of 462 Batiery of 133 Regiment
stationed mainly around Bristol with its HO in WD & HO
Wilks country manor.

J62 BATTERY OF 133 MIXED REGIMENT

Standing L fo R: Seclion Sergeants Phylliv Cousins : Behby
Hughes : Una Tearle and Amy Hogg (now Jago)
Seated: CEM Clarice Notl

Mrz D Vicky Radford (nde Kellan) has sent this group
photograph of B Section of 480 Mixed Heavy Anli Aircrafl
Battery in 1944 while stationed at Kinnegar Camp opposite
Holhvwood Barracks near Belfast. Mrs Iis Boyier {née
Addinall) who features in an earlier item will recognise
herseif in the third row from the front,

The arlicle on Service Life by Phyllis Harvey (née Birch)
on page 23 of Lioness Mo 195 revived memories for Mrs
Marjorie Jones [née Davidge) who served with a Reng
Ogden with 434 Searchlight Batlery. Shae remembers baing
at Hoo, near Rochester during a doodlabug raid when they
sharad a stoeal halmet! Mes Jones' address is 81 Somerset
Aoad, Folkestona, Kent CT19 4NW.

Mrs L B Johnson of 3 Thomas House, Mount Pleasant,
Brighton, Sussex BN2 2JT (Tel: Brighton BB5926) would like
to haar of or from Mary Patterson of Ayr as they sarved
together in 645 Mixed Heavy Anti Airoraft Battery at
Thryberg, Yorkshire in 1843, Mrz Johnson was then
Corporal L B RBobins and she lelt the battery when her
daughter was due, Her husband was killed on AHanfic
comnoys il these facts help jog any memoarnies.

Mizs Morah B Fallon of 17 Bakers Almshouses, Lea
Bridge Road, London E10 7EF (Tel: D181 558 7384) senl an
interasting pictura of a "Salute the Soldier” parade in Balfast
i 1344, Whal is interesting is that undike most Gunners
Comer items this is not of Mixed Heavy Antl Alroraft
Regiment but Costal Adillery namely 525 Coast Regiment,

SALUTE THE SOLINER PARADE - BELFAST 1844
Private Fallan i fifth from righf in cenére file
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468 (M) HAA BTY » PORTISHEAD

Mrs Monica Walton of 9 Leighton Court, Leighton Road,
Dover CT16 2JZ was at Portishead, nr Bristol on VE Day
with 463 Mixed Heavy Anti Alrcraft Battery and sent this
phata of the occasion,

'j"l
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525 SEARCHLIGHT BATTERY
Pt Browwn fnow Grayl is second from left in contre roe

Mrs Irene Gray (née Brown) of 9@ Vernon Walk,
Marthampion NN1 55T sent in this picture of membaers of
525 Searchlight Battery stationed at Buckland, near
Farmngdon in Berkshine,

She alse served with 82 Searchlight Battery at
Raveningham, Norfolk

A ready lor action group Is of 504 Mixed Heavy Anti
Alrcraft Battery. Mrs Nina Gamham (P&H) has sent a
history of the Battery from its formation al Blandford in
Dorset In 1941 to its disbandment &t Westerhope,
Newcastle in 1345. The Battery are having a re-union and
any ex-504 members should contac! Mrs Edna Goble, Little
Condray Farm, Highfield Lane, Thursley, Godalming,
Surrey GUA BZ0. Mre Garmnham lives at 32 Keswick
Gardens, Ruislip, Middlasex HA4 7XN,

oGt

-

S MIXED HAA BATTERY
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a1 BATTERY

Mrs R W C Leach of 23 Sunbeam Drive, Great Wrley, nr
Walsall W55 6LX sent this difficult to decipher picture of 531
Mixed Heavy Anti Alrcrall Baltery al Grove Park in South
London during the V1 and V2 raids.

Balle Coates (now Mrs Stark) writes from Australia and
sands good wishes fo Win Richardson all meambers of 510
Battery of 151 Regiment. She had enjoved her visit to the
UK in 1994 for the Grand Re-union, a visit to Normandy and
the Ack-Ack re-union in York.

Mrs Enid Gooch (née Lines) of 83 Summerwvond Estate,
Great Massingham, Kings Lynn, Morolk PE3Z 2ZHS is
seeking comrades from 487 (Mixed) Batiery stationed at
Whetstone, Morth London, Names which come 1o mind are
Audrey Salt and Irene Hallis,

Another success story for Sylvia Crooks, Battery Linking
Project is Mrz Nora Williams {nde Forstar) of 21 Gramgpian
Avenue, Chestorle-Sireel. Co Durham DH2 3AY, She was
with 517 Mixed Heavy Anfi Aircraft Batery and other
members are in fouch. Inthe hope of increasing thelr number
she has sent this group photograph. (See page 144).

51T MINED ITAA BATTERY
AT BARTON QN HUMBER. 1944

The article by Joan Ahrens on page 26 of Lionegss Mo
1/35 has brought a response from Mrs Mary Green (née
Clark) of Edgaways, 1A Chresmans Place, Aldershol, Hants
GUTZ 4PL. She was & cook with the 2nd AA (Mixed) Signal
Regiment who joined 96 (Mixed) Heawvy Anti Aircraft
Regiment at Carer Barracks, They too had moved from
Waller Barracks in Devizes. Mre Green marmied an ACC
Sergeant who after demabilisation worked in the Royal
Hospital Cheksea for 24 years. She would like to hear from
anmyone who remeambars her,

Il Arne Shae from Warringlon, Lancashire stationed at
Chigwell, Essex in Aprilfay 1944 reads this sha is asked 1o
contact Gil (Sorden White) at Melsbrock, 26 Roath
Street,Cardiff CF2 3EA,

Mrs Morah McKenzie (née Flynn - LCpl) sent this pholo
of 485/602 Battery taken at Kampanhout - Belgium in 1845,
Meorah is kneeling left end/bottom row,

Sgt George: s centre/moiiom row.

Evelyn Mobymeaux 3rd from righttop row,

Morah's addrass in Ausiralia for anyona interestad - oo
Mrs Sue Crook - Baltery Linking, 14 The Larchas, Woking
GU21 4RE

JEFEE BATTERY AT KAMPENHOLT



GOLDEN WEDDINGS

BEAT-TYSON On 21 Saptember 1945 at 5t Mary s Church
Cockerlon, Darlington, Co Durharmn, John Bsat Bth Army o
Connie Tyson, Awdliary Territorial Service. Present Address:

93 Trataigar AR Scounpiigs sikkinee Her siom
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BULLEN-TWIGG On 23 Augusl 1945, Sergeant William
Bullen, Roval Army Medical Corps fo Private Lo Twigg,
Auxiliary Territoral Service. Present Address: 13 Holden
Lana, Balldon, Shipley, West Yorkshire BD17 6HZ

CHALCROFT-LAMB On 8 Oclober 1945 at 5t George's
Garrison  Church, Moascar, |smalia, Egypt, Ronald

Chaloroft, Royal Miltary Police fo Dulcie Lamb, Auxiliary
Territorial Service. Present Address: 76 Wellinglon Way,
Sallsbury, Wiltshire SP2 98X

Wedding in Egypt

FLINN-MOSELEY On 2 September 1944 at parish church
of 51 Nicholas, Arundel, Sussex, Colour Sergeant C Flinn,
Royal Marines to Corporal Josephine Moseley, Auxilary
Territorial Service. Presenl address: 4 Walders Road,
Rustington, West Sussex BN16 3PE

The Flinns with fomily



CULLEY-DALY On 24 May 1845 at the Church of
Scotland, Glengarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland Corporal James
Culley, United States Army Air Force to Private Grace Daly,
Auxiliary Territorial Service. Present Address; 6 Library
Lane, Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 USA

= -
P _ E
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The Flinnz going cipay 18404

HARPER-HUNTER On 22 December 1944 Corporal
Harper to Private Florence Huntes, Auxiliary Territorial
Sarvice, Present address: 104 Great Knightleys, Basiidan,
Ezsex 5515 AW
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HAWLEY-KENNEDY On 21 July 1345 at the Church of
Motro Dame de Sablon, Bruxalles Private Arthur Hawlay,
Royal Pioneer Corps to Corporal Mary Kennedy, Ausiliary
Temitorial Service. Presen! Address: 17 Aoberd Saunders
Court, Unwin Close, Letchworth, Hertfordshire, SGE 3RV,

HAZELL-MOUNT On 4 August 1945 Ronald Hazell to Joan
Mount, Auxiliary Territorial Service. Present Address: 34
James Road, Toukley 2263, Mew South Wales, Ausiralla
(Her bridesmaid was Ellen Fisher and Mrs Hazall would like
to hear from anyone al Hobbs Barracks, Lingfield 1941-42
or Brompton Barmmacks, Gillingham 1942-45)

HILL-DUROSE Cn 7 July 1245 at the Parish Church ol Al
Saints, Oystermouth, Swansea Lieutenant Wilfrad Hill,
Aoyal Signals to Junior Commander Dorgen Durose,
Auxiiary Temtorial Service, Present address: - Pippins
Field, Uffeulime, Cullompion, Devonshire EX15 385,

HOPE=-JAMES On 24 Movember 1945 at 5t John's
Evangelist Church, Miles Platting, Mamchester Frank Hope
Royal Army Ordnance Corps fo Bianche James, Auxiliary
Territorial Service. Present Address: 31 Weaver Road,
Meantwich, Chashine CW5S SN,

HOWARTH-SEMEEN On 17 March 1945 at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, Wanstead, London E11 Driver John
Howarth Royal Army service Corps 1o Corporal Gladys
aemken, Auxillary Territoral Service,

— -

The Hills Golden Wedding .
(ATS and Royal Signals bedges on the ookl The Howacths “then™
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The Howarths "o

HUTCHINGS-MORDEY On 28 Aprii 1945 Private
Hutchings Royal Army Ordnance Corps o Private Lottie
Holden Mordey, Auxiliary Terrtorial Service, Present
Address: 60 Bodden Avenus, West Bolden, Tyne & Wear
NE3& O0TF

JONES-0'KANE On 21 August 1945 at the Homan
Catholic Church, Bad Salzufien, Germany David (Tatf)
Jonas, Roval Signals fo Dorothy (Pal) O'Kane, Auxliary
Tamitorial Service. Present Address: 15 Brynteg Avenue,
Pyle, Mid Glamorgan CF33 680

Tlee Jowes foclay

LEAN-SHEPHERD On 10 NMovember 1945 at St fiden's
Church, Sheffield, Trooper Kenneth Lean, Reconnaissance
Corps to Dorathy Shepherd, Awdliary Territorial Service,
Present address: 26 5t Leonard’s Cour, Longley, Sheffisld
55 TSH

The Happy Leans

LEYLAND-MCGUIGAN On 3 March 1945 at Wigan Parish
Church Leading Alrcraftsman Fred Leyland, Royal Air
Force 1o Privale Kathlean MoGuigan, Auxiliary Tarritorial
Servica. Present Address: 26 Junclion Road, Bolton,
Lancashire BL3 4LT

Leylonds and family celebrate Golden Wedding
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McGAVIN-BOARDMAN On 20 January 1945 at 5t
Micholas Church, Ingrave, Brenfwood, Essex, Musician
Andrew MoGavin, Grenadier Guards to Sergean! Daphne
Boardman, Auxiliary Temiorial Service. Present Address:
82 Bull Lans, Rayleigh, Essex 556 8LY

PDF Compressor Free Version

MELZER-BOARDMAN On 4 July 1945 at 51 Saviour's
Church, Wesclilf on Sea, Essex, Corporal Richard Melzar,
Royal Signals to Private Jeanne Boardman, Auxiliary
Tarrilorial Service. Prasent Addrass: 78 Dundonald Drive,
Leigh on Sea, Ezsex 559 1MA

O'BYRNE-WALLER On 8 Saptemnber 1845 at St Ignatius
Church, North London . Pal O'Byrne, Desert Air Forca to
Rosa Waller, Auxiliary Temitorial Service. Preseni

Address: 110 Hipswall Highway, Wyken, Coventry CV2
SFJ
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Richard and Jeanne Melzer

PEARCE-DOUBLE On 7 February 19245 al Holy Trinity
Church,. |pswich, Sullolk, Private George Pearce, Royal
Pioneer Corps to Private Marorie G Double, Auxiliary
Territonal Sarice. Prasent Address: 64 Denisaon Stresat,
Baeston, Nottingham NGS 1AX




Pearee-Dopble Colebration

PRIOR—EELES On 12 December 1846 at Balgrave Church,
Torquay Lance Corporal Brian G Prior, Royal Berkshire
Ragiment 1o Sylvia D' Eeles, Auxiiary Territorial Service.
Present Address © Reverend and Mrs Prior, 26 Lea Road,
¥YWyke Regis, Dorsel OT4 94T

QUARRIE-HAND On 29 Seplember 1045 al St Mark's
Church,5t Helens, Lancashire Regimental Sergeant Major
Jack Quarrie, No & Commando to Company Sergeant Major
Irene Hand, Auxiliary Terrtorial Service, Present Address: 5
Thatchers Croft, Copmantharpe, York Y02 3YD

Sergeant Maiors Marry

RAFFELL-TUCK On 14 October 1944 at Holy Trinity
Church, Norwich Corporat Reginald Raffall, Royal Alr Force
o Private frepe Tuck, Auxiliary Tarrdtonal Service. Present
Address: 8 Hillside Grove, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 904

Rajffells af Gf Yarmonuth in Moy 94

REDFERN-BOWEN On 25 August 1845 at S5t Paul's
Church, Sheffield, Leslie Redferm, Royal Army Ordnance
Corps to Mabel Bowen, Auxillary Tarritorial Service, Present
Address: 48 Weaver Road, Nantwich, Cheshire CWS SNP

SHEPPARD-SYMONDS On 10 February 1945 Flying'
Officer Bryan Sheppard fo Kalhesn Symonds, Women's
Audliary Air Foree. Presently living in Canada.

STANFORTH-EDMUNDSON Cn 10 March 1945 at West
Parley Church, Dorset Private Wiliam Stanforth, King's
Own Scottish Borderers (formery Rayal Artillery) to Private
Hyacinth (Cynthia) Edmundson, Auxiliary Territorial
Servica. Present Address: 3 Sandhill road, Begbroke,
kidlington, Oxfordshire OX5 1RS,

143




STOCK-QUICK On & March 1945 at 51 Andrew’s Church,
Deal, Kent, Phllip Stock, Royal Signals 1o Gwenath Culck,
Augiliary Termtoral Sarvice. Present Address; 2 Clareamont
Avanue, Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes ME11 1HH

The Stocks of 5S¢ Andrew's Chuech Deol on wedding day

The Btocks B vears on
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WALKER-OPEMSHAW On 11 April 1945 al Usbridge
Ragistry Office Sergeant Fred Walker, Essex Regimant to
Private by Openshaw, Auxiliary Territorial Service, {| am
Iodd that a passing Polish airman was witness as their own
wilnessas ware latel Ed)

WALKER-WINDSOR On 20 September 1944 Lance
Bombadier Stantey Walker, Royal Ardillery to Lance
Corporal Elsie Windsor, Auxiliary Territorial Service,

WALTOMN-WOODHOUSE On 2 June 1945 at St Barnabas
Church, Crewe, Corporal Harry Walten, Roval Army
Ordnance Corps lo Elsie Woodhouse, Auxiliary Territorial
Servica. Present Address: 61 Carlisle Street, Crewe,
Cheshire CW2 THX

WILLIAMS—FORSTER On 16 April 1945 at Parish Church,
Chester-la-Streel. Co Durham, Frederick Williams, Royal
Mavy i Lance Corporal Mora Forsler, Suxifiary Territorial
Sarvice. Present Address: 21 Grampian Avenue, Chester-
l&-Streat DH2 3AY

Lanee Corporal Nora Forater

WILLIAMS—CUTLAN On 11 August 1945 Sergaant Gethin
Willkams, Foyal Artillery to Private Enid Gladys May Cuthan,
Auxiliary Territorial Service. Present Address: 8 Darren
View, Crickhowell, Powys. NP8 1DS

WILSHAW-TYS0OMN On 17 March 1945 at the Priony
Chusrch, Bridlington, Yorkshire, Gunner George Wilshaw,
Royal Arillery to Corporal Betty Tyson, Auxiliary Territorial
Sarvice, Prasent Address: 16 Priory Crescent, Bridlington,
East Yorkshire Y018 558



The Yaies on their wedding day

N CAPTION NECESSARY

WILSON-EELES On 21 July 1945 al Balgrave Church, The Yates Golden Wedding
Torguay Captain Geoff Wilson, Royal Army Service Corps
o Corporal Daphne E Eeles, Auxiliary Terrtornal Service.
Presant Address: 58 Bure Lane, Friars Cliff, Christchurch, EMERALD WEDDING
Dorset BH23 4DL

LANGRISH-CHARLES On 1 June 1240 at Epsom,
YATES-KELLIE On 9 May 1945 at Wigan Parish Church, Lieutanant Roger du Plessis Langrish, Royal Army Senice
Flight Lisutenant Geolfrey Yates, Roval &ir Force to Private Corps to Daphne Marguerite Charles, Auwxiliary Territorial
Sybil Kellie, Auxiliary Temitorial Service. Present Address:  Service. Present Address: 14 Nelson Cour, Fareham,
24 Bradyll Road, Over Hullon, Bolton, Lancashire BLS 10V Hampshire PO14 10P.
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OBITUARY

AGNEW. Miss E Agnew of Whitehead, Co Antrim on 20
February 1995. ATS

BALL. Mrs Jognpiartera fia) a4 Niog) pLBomiRh Fisex
on 19 May 1995. ATS.

BARLOW. Mrs G Barlow (née Pickin), of Swansea on 15
February 1995. ATS.

BARROW. Mrs Jane Ann Barrow (née McCann) of Whitley
Bay Northumberland on 8 January 1995.

BECKETT. Miss Margaret Beckett JP of Whitehaven,
Cumbria in December 1994. ATS.

BELL. Miss Joan Ellen Bell of Whetstone, Leicester on 14
April 1995. WRAC TA.

BREHAUT. Captain G M Brehaut (née Pucknell) of Gower,
Swansea on 18 April 1995. WRAC.

BULL. Mrs P | Bull (formerly Plodway née Stannage) of
Hendon, Middlesex on 13 October 1994. ATS.

BURLEY. Mrs K R Burley (née Hampson) of Birmingham on
1 January 1995. ATS.

CHAPPELLE. Mrs Phyllis Chappelle (née Crawley) of
Otterbourne, Winchester, Hampshire on 8 February 1995.
ATS.

CHEVERILL. Miss C M Cheveril, MBE of Trowbridge,
Wiltshire on 13 March 1995. ATS.

CLOVER. Miss | V Clover of Portsmouth on 3 May 1995.
ATS/WRAC.

COLLINS. Mrs Lilian May Collins
Bournemouth on 17 February 1995. ATS.
COMBE. Mrs Martha Florence Combe (née Price) of
Seaton, Devon on 7 April 1995. ATS.

COTTER. Mrs Audrey Margaret Cotter (née Dobson) of
Godstone, Surrey on 1 July 1995. ATS/WRAC.

COX. Ms Audrey Cox of Derby on 29 January 1995. WRAC.
DACRE. Mrs Elizabeth Dacre MBE TD of Rottingdean,
Sussex in February 1995. ATS.

de GARIS MARTIN. Lieutenant Colonel Cynthia de Garis
Martin of Poole, Dorset on 21 July 1995. WRAC.

DAVIES. Colonel Lucy Myfanwy Davies CBE (née Anwyl-
Passingham) of London on 2 August 1995. ATS & WRAC.
DICKSON. Miss Dorothy Dickson in The Royal Star and
Garter Home, Richmond on 23 May 1995. ATS.

DOW. Miss Janet Dow of Glasgow in May 1995. ATS.
DUNCAN. Mrs M B Duncan (née Sinclair) of Edinburgh in
April 1995. ATS.

EMERY. Mrs Kathleen Emery (née Grice) of Walsall,
Staffordshire in March 1995. ATS.

ESPELAND. Miss Margaret (Margot) Espeland of Cardiff on
26 May 1995. ATS. WRAC.

FLACK. Mrs L F Flack (née Smith) of Braunton, Devon on
17 June 1994. ATS.

FLETCHER. Mrs P Fletcher of Southport on 4 July 1995.
ATS.

FRASER-TYTLER. Controller Christian Helen Fraser-Tytler
TD (née Shairp) in July 1995. ATS.

GILLER. Mrs C Giller (née McKay) of Rayleigh, Essex in
February 1995. ATS.

GODERRE. Mrs Peggy Goderre (née Marchant) of Ottawa,
Canada on 22 January 1995. ATS.

GOODMAN. Mrs V Goodman (née Jemette) of Cardiff on
16 November 1994. ATS.

GOSLING. Miss Joyce Dorothy Gosling of Colchester,
Essex on 16 January 1995. WRAC.

(née Stock) of
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GREEN. Mrs Margaret Green (née Westing) of Maidstone,
Kent on 27 January 1995. ATS.

GRAHAM. Mrs D H Graham (née Hurley) of Blackpool,
Lancashire in November 1994. ATS.

HALL. Mrs M Hall (née Duncan) of Isle of Wight on 4 March
1995. QMAAC.

HARDESTY. Mrs Eileen Ethel Hardesty (née Eales) of Isle
of Wight on 21 April 1995. ATS.

HARRIS. Mrs Margaret Harris (née Street) of Orpington on
6 June 1995. ATS.

HARRISON. Major (QM) E E Harrison MBE of
Bournemouth on 24 July 1995. WRAC.

HILL. Mrs May Hill (née James) of Teliford, Shropshire in
May 1995. ATS.

HUBBLE. Mrs S Hubble (née Watson) of London on 10
January 1995. ATS.

JERAM. Mrs J F Jeram (née Cornwell) of Portsmouth in
1994. ATS.

KINNEAR. Mrs B Kinnear (née Doyle) of Omagh on 8
March 1995. ATS.

LEVY. Mrs Leah Levy (née Cohen) of Newport, Shropshire.
ATS.

MACDONALD. Miss Helen Macdonald of Dundee.
MARLEY. Mrs Beryl Marley (née Woodcock) of Birmingham
in February 1995. ATS.

MARSHALL. Mrs Celia D Marshall (née Mason) of Ashby-
de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire on 15 February 1995. ATS.
MARSHALL. Mrs Joan Kathleen Marshall of Chelmsford,
Essex in May 1995. ATS.

MARTIN. Miss Isabella (Ella) Martin of Perth in May 1995.
ATS.

MAYNARD. Mrs Eileen Emily Maynard (née Ansell) of
Birmingham on 17 April 1995. ATS.

McINTOSH. Mrs Barbara Gorrie Mcintosh of Stirling on 5
May 1995. ATS.

MILLS. Mrs Florence May Mills (née Sheldon) of Doncaster
on 3 December 1994. ATS.

MOCKLOW. Mrs Sheila Jeanette Mockiow (née Hall) of
Norwich on 22 February 1995. ATS.

MONTAGU. Mrs R F Montagu of London on 5 May 1995.
ATS.

MORGAN. Mrs Arabella Morgan (née North) of Bexhill-on-
Sea on 22 January 1995. ATS.

MORGAN. Mrs Eveline (Lyn) Mary Morgan of Perth on 8
May 1995. ATS.

MORROW. Mrs Winifred Ellen Gibson Morrow (née Olsen)
of Livingstone on 2 February 1995. ATS.

MYATT. Miss E M Myatt of Hastings on 23rd May 1995.
ATS.

NEWTON. Miss D A Newton of Glasgow in November 1994.
NEWTON. Mrs Ursula Helen Newton (née Rank) of
Leicestershire in May 1995. ATS.

PAPWORTH. Mrs Phyllis Mary Papworth (née Driver) at
Doncaster in May 1995. ATS.

PHIPPS. Mrs Kathleen Doris Phipps (née King) of
Birmingham on 4 July 1995. ATS.
POLLARD. Mrs Grace Pollard
Middlesborough on 9 June 1995. ATS.
PRANGLEY. Mrs Irene Prangley (née Moss) of Crewe on
30 March 1995. ATS.

PRIESTLEY. Miss A Priestley of Bromley on 22 January
1995. ATS.

REEVES. Miss W E Reeves of Sittingbourne, Kent on 2
August 1994. ATS.

(née Gaul) of



RICHARDSON. Mrs E Richardson (née George) of llkeston,
Derbyshire in May 1995. ATS.

ROBSON. Mrs J Robson (née Johnson) of Berwick in
January 1995.

ROGERS. Mrs C Rogers of Omagh on 17 March 1995,
ATS. PDF Compressor Free Version
SANDERS. Mrs Gillian Ferriday Sanders (née Bentley) of
Oakham, Leicestershire in February 1995. ATS.

SMITH. Miss K M Smith of Inverness on 26 March 1995.
ATS.

SUDDS. Mrs Phyllis Mary Sudds of London in January
1995. ATS.

TAYLOR. Mrs H D Taylor (née Armiger) of Birmingham in
December 1994. ATS.

TAYLOR. Mrs Victoria Taylor (née Prestage) of Wallasey,
Wirral in June 1995. ATS.

TEULON. Miss Hazel Alice Lesley Teulon of London on 10
May 1995. ATS.

USHER. Mrs Daisy L Usher (née Jiggins) of Chelmsford,
Essex on 7 June 1995. ATS.

VAUGHAN. Mrs Barbara Daphne Joan Vaughan (née
Marshall) of Lymington, Hampshire on 5 March 1995. ATS.
WHEELER. Mrs E Wheeler {née Little) of Houghton-le-
Spring, County Durham in January 1995.

WILLIAMS. Miss Joyce May Williams of Somerset on 9
January 1995. ATS.

WILLSON. Mrs (Ex Sergeant) Eileen Mary Willson of
Belvedere, Kent on 24 June 1995. ATS.

WOLFE. Mrs Beryl M Wolfe {née Philbey) of Colchester on
19 May 1995. ATS.

WOOD. Miss Ethel Noel Wood TD of The Wirral,
Merseyside on 17 July 1995. ATS.

COLONEL L M DAVIES CBE

As this edition of Lioness was going to print the sad news
was received of the death of Colonel Lucy Davies. Colonel
Davies joined the ATS at the outbreak of war in 1939 and
served continuously in the ATS & WRAC until 1968. Her last
post was as Deputy Director of the WRAC and she was the
Deputy Controller Commandant from 1967 until 1977. She
was a Life Vice-President of the Association.

A full tribute will appear in the next edition of Lioness.

TRIBUTE
CONTROLLER CHRISTIAN HELEN FRASER-TYTLER TD

Christian Helen Fraser-Tytler (née Shairp) waws born on
23 August 1897 in Lothian. She served in the Foreign
Office between the Wars and joined the ATS at the
outbreak of the Second World War and was appointed by
Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan as her Deputy. In 1941
when London became increasingly dangerous she moved
to Cheltenham with many other of the Adjutant General’s
Department branches and from there as Director of
Organisation (ATS) she dealt with many of the problems of
organization for the ATS and the detailed planning for the
expansion of the ATS.

In 1943 she was appointed to Anti-Aircraft Command
responsible for the ATS in the Mixed Batteries. (The Roya!
Artillery were the largest single employer of ATS and in
Anti-Aircraft command there were more ATS than male
Gunners).

TRIBUTE
COLONEL JULIA MARGARET
COWPER TD

Julia Margaret Cowper was born on 13 April 1907 in
Darjeeling, India and was educated at St Paul's Girls
School, matriculating in 1924. From 1926 to 1929 she was
Assistant Secretary for Literature with the National
Federation of Women'’s Institutes. She travelled abroad in
Italy and France between the Wars and enlisted in 1938,
attended the ATS Officers School of Instruction and was
granted an ATS Emergency Commission. She rose through
the ranks to Controller in 1947. On the formation of the
WRAC she was first granted a Short Service Commission
which was transferred to a Regular Commission in 1949
with seniority dating from 1 August 1938.

In 1949 she compiled the official record of the work of the
Aucxiliary Territorial Service in the Second World War for the
War Office. It is a work of diligent research and commonly
known as “The Red Book” and much revered as a work of
reference.

She left the Army in 1959 and continued her interest in her
predecessors producinga “Short History of the WAAC and
QMAAC” in 1967. She also embarked on a narrative history
of the ATS and her research papers were the basis of eight
of the nine chapters of Shelford Bidwell’s later book on the
Corps published in 1977. He wrote “l must first record my
indebtedness to Colonel JM Cowper TD late WRAC who
wrote the book on Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps and
collated the official reports on the Auxiliary Territorial
Service.” Julia Cowper died on 6th January 1995. KC writes:

“Julia Cowper was one of the many pre-war officers who
helped the newly formed ATS to develop into an effective
auxiliary service under emergency conditions. Very much a
soldier's daughter, with a keen interest in military history
and tradition, her enthusiasm inspired those serving under
her command with a sense of pride in the Service and a
desire effectively to adapt to the military environment — not
always coming naturally, in the early days, to newly joined
women officers. Through her enthusiasm and organisational
skills her influence found widening scope and the
opportunity to promote the value potential of the women’s
service sometimes in the face of more conservative opinion.
She could be a firm contender, especially where matters of
principle were involved. Julia had that kind of outgoing
personality which made her known and appreciated well
beyond the ken of those with whom she served. Whilst in
appearance she could be be seen as a somewhat
formidable character, closer acquaintance showed her to be
anything but intimidating with a jovial sense of humour and
greatly enjoying a party. In particular she will be
remembered with affection and respect for her strong sense
of loyalty, which those who served with her will recall with
lasting appreciation.”

She edited Lioness from March 1950 to August 1954 in
the days when there were four editions per year.

WILLS

You are asked to consider when making or revising
your Will to leave a bequest to the
Corps Benevolent Funds.

For example words such as “l bequeath the sum of
£XXXXX to the ATS & WRAC Benevolent Funds,
presently at Worthy Down or their successors.

I wish my legacy to be used to relieve the current
needs of those eligible to receive help from
the said funds”.
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