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Editorial

The New Year opens for The Lioness on a rather
uncertain note,. We are very much discouraged by
a letter saying that we have lost readers owing to
the fact that particulars of meetings and secretaries’
addresses are no longer contained in every issue.
Also, we have had more than one enquiry from
people who have, from time to time, contributed to
The Lioness and are still waiting with what patience
they can muster for the appearance of their articles.
Lastly, we note that Manchester Branch find that
women being discharged now do not keep up their
membership of the Association. These three facts
all go to explain why the circulation of The Lioness
declined in 1953. But they cancel each other out,
for the only remedy is more space.

Many fewer contributions are received from
Q.M.AA.C. and A T.S. members of the Assoc-
iation than from W.R.A.C. but, hitherto, it has
been the policy to try to include an approximately
equal number of each. The result has been that a
very small proportion of W.R.A.C. contributions
have been published and the women have, not un-
naturally, ceased to send in as much. Yet these are
the articles which appeal to the three thousand a

year who get their discharge. On the other hand,
there is no doubt that the burden of paying for The
Lioness during the last very difficult years has
fallen on the shoulders of the ex-Service members
and those who foot the bill should reap the benefir.

It is still too early to be sure how the new ad-
vertising arrangements are going to work out. Ata
first glance it looks as though it should build up to a
great improvement and may, in the long run, mean
more space. An extra four pages cost over £17 a
quarter or £68 a year, so it will be some time before
any appreciable result is seen. This fact explains
why it is almost impossible to devote more space
to lists of secretaries and meetings, but, as an
experiment, we have inserted in this issue a table
of Forthcoming Events made up from extracts
from branch reports and other contributions. We
tried this once before but it was a failure because
nobody contributed. If branches want particulars
entered here they may either send the wording of
a standing notice, which will be reprinted in every
issue, or send in one for the three months after
publication which gives detail of the programme
as far as possible so far ahead.

Association Notes

The general secretary, Miss Ruth Johnston, after
a year of useful work for the Association, has re-
signed for personal reasons and her place has been
taken by Mrs. A. J. Lumsden who, as Amy Hughes,
joined the A.T.S. in August, 1939, and served as
a clerk with the Rifle Brigade. She was promoted
sub-leader (corporal) and was commissioned in the
spring of 1941. She was stationed on Salisbury
Plain, at Tidworth and Larkhill, and later at
Catterick. From 1943-5 she was the Officer
Commanding “ P Company, Leicester County
Group, at Gopsall Hall (No. 2 Telecommunication
School), near Nuneaton. Mrs. Lumsden would be
delighted to have news of friends who served with
her and hopes through the medium of The Lioness
to find many old comrades. She takes this oppor-
tunity of wishing all members of the Association a
happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Forty-one magazines were returned * Not
known *’ to headquarters in November. No wonder
our circulation goes down: Could members please
remember to notify the general secretary of changes
of address? Although we realise that it is all too
easily overlooked in the rush and excitement of
matrimony we would ask all brides to be particularly
careful as change of name is an added complication.

Also, may we remind you that annual subscrip-
tions are now overdue.

Frontispiece

During their stay in Holland after their most
successful tour in Germany the Band was enter-
tained by MILVA, the Dutch Women’s Army.
Our frontispiece shows Bandswoman Jeanette
Douglas seated betweén two of her hostesses. After
the dinner the Band gave a concert. .

Held Over

Fortunately, by squeezing up our space; we have
been able to include more current news than we
expected, but we have still had to omit: News of
W.R.A.C. in the Rhine Army and Far East; a
Year in the Life of the Band; some News of
Comrades, including Mrs. Butler (nee Bennett,
A.T.S.), Mrs. G. D. Hardy and Mrs. Lees; Games
and Sport.

We have also received review copies of beoks of
interest to women, one on dancing and an article
on care of the hair. Other articles include many
of the Far East, some of which have been held
over for two years or more, one on Oberammergau,
a letter from Austria, the Job of a Military Corres-
pondent, Sinai, and many others. If you want
these, and the short stories we have received,
please do what you can by increasing circulation or
by direct grants to enable us to increase the size
of The Lioness.

B
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Forthcoming Events

Branch Meetings and Dinners

BELFAST. Dinner, February 27. Information
from hon. secretary. Meetings on first and third
Fridays of each month at 7.30 p.m., at §8 Dublin
Road, Belfast.

EDINBURGH. Dinner, March 6. Information
from hon. secretary. All members of the Assoc-
iation welcome.

Grascow. Annual General Meeting. Monday,
February 15, at 7.30 p.m., in the Service Women'’s
Club. New members very welcome.

HARTLEPOOL. Meetings on first Wednesday
each month in the Sergeants’ Mess, 426 (Durham)
Coast Regiment, R.A. (T.A.), West Hartlepool.

PORTSMOUTH. Meetings monthly at the Drill
Hall in Sr. Paul’s Road, off Commercial Road,
Portsmouth.

SOUTHERN IRELAND. Meetings monthly in the
R.A.F. Club Rooms.

Miscellaneous Dates

March 1-2 Army (Women) Inter-Unit Netball
Competition at Aldershot.
»» Y0 Royal Navy o. Royal Air Force
Women’s Hockey at Burghfield.
s II  Army v. Royal Navy Women’s Hockey
at Aldershot.
5 12 Army v. Royal Air Force Women’s
Hockey at Uxbridge. .
» 26 Reunion Week-end. (See separate
notice.)
» 20 Inter-Services Women’s Netball Tour-
nament at Aldershot.
Princess Royal’s Day At Home at the
Depot. (See separate notice.)

April 25

Annual Dinners

This is the season of annual dinners and those
reported this month have been extracted from
Branch News and collected here.

Bristol—October 29, 1953. The hand-made
menu cards tied with red, white and blue ribbon
had coloured portraits of the Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh on them, commemorating the
Coronation year, The guest of honour was Col.
M. Railton, the Chairman of the Southern Com-
mand Area Committee. Toasts were given for
The Queen, The Princess Royal, Q.M.A.A.C,
A.T.S., W.R.A.C. Association, coupled with the
Guest of Honour, the other guests and the
President. The dinner was a huge success, largely
due to the hard work of its organiser, Miss Cottrell.

London—OQctober 17, 1953. There were 63
members present at the Service Women’s Club
when the guests were Dame Lillian Barker and
Miss Lowry, Matron of Queen Mary Hospital,
Roehampton. The whole evening was a great
success. Everyone was charmed by Dame Lillian
and very much enjoyed her informative talk on the
early days of the Women’s Legion and how she met
and worked with Dame Florence Simpson. It was
also delightful to hear from Miss Lowry how much
the patients at her hospital enjoy the parcels sent

from collections taken at Branch meetings. As
before, the dinner was beautifully cooked and served
and all appreciated the hard work put in by Miss
McNeil and her helpers. The only thing in short
supply was time and the evening sped by far too
quickly but all were agreed that this was one of the
best dinners yet held.

Manchester—Thirty members were present at
the annual dinner held in November and passed a
very happy evening. There were, regrettably, a
few missing faces but greetings telegrams were
sent to them to help dispel their disappointment at
not being able to be present. A collection was
made after the dinner for the A.T.S. and W.R.A.C.
Benevolent Fund and we were very much pleased
to be able to send a guinea to each of these funds.

Wolverhampton—November 19, 1953. It was
a very happy dinner party that sat down at the Sir
Tatton Sykes Hotel to roast turkey and all the
trimmings. There were one or two familiar faces
missing but apologies for absence had been received
from them. The local press photographer kindly
took a flashlight of everyone sitting at the tables
and another afterwards of a few comrades talking.
Speeches were cut short. The Queen was toasted
and ‘absent friends, after which began a lively
session of animated conversation.

Coronation Year Dinner
Edinburgh

This was a combined Service operation and, on
November 7, 126 ex-Servicewomen from all three
Services met together to dine and to reminisce in
comfortable surroundings of sterner but happy
times not long past.

The chair was taken by the President of the
Association of Wrens, Mrs. Boyd, and the guests
were distinguished serving and ex-Service members
of the Women’s Forces. In a dining-room softly
lit and attractively decorated with Flanders poppies
an excellent meal was enjoyed and in conversation
it was discovered how similar were the experiences
of the three Services. Her Majesty The Queéen
was graciously pleased to reply to a message of
loyal greeting.

After dinner the guests were introduced to their
hosts by Mrs. Strath Mackenzie (Mary Frew,
A.T.S.), each Service being represented by one
serving member and one no longer serving. She
had no mean task in introducing Chief Officer E. M.
Drummond, Senior W.R.N.S. Officer, Scotland,
who, during the war, was at Royal Naval Head-
quarters, Plymouth, on the planning staff, during
the preparations for D-Day. There was also Mrs.
Campbell, the ex-Wren guest, better known as
Esther McCracken, but she hardly needed intro-
ductdon. The Army representatives, Lt.-Col.
M.K.R.,Colvin and The Lady Maud Baillie were also
well known to the military members of the gathering,
but it was pleasant to recall Col. Colvin’s excellent
work with Military Government in Hamburg after
the war, and Lady Maud revealed that her tartan .
skirt had had a most distracting influence on the
“ wailers ” at the wall in Jerusalem! The Air
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Force was represented by the present Deputy
Director, Group Officer J. Conan Doyle and Mrs.
Struan Marshall, who has never severed her cbn-
nection with the Women’s Services since she
joined in 1917. Between the wars she was
treasurer of the Old Comrades’ Association and a
member of Emergency Service.

The evening was essentially one of recollection
shared and experiences compared. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed it and all who took part hope
that the experiment will not be forgotten.

Q.M.A.A.C. O.C. Dinner

" This year the Q.M.A.A.C. Annual Reunion
Dinner took place at the De Vere Hotel, Kensing-
ton, and it was voted by many to be the best since
the days at Harrods. Certainly the blue lounge
was a delightful place in which to meet and gossip
over those Army days of 36 years ago and how the
years seemed to slp away as we met, once again,
the comrades of those days. How little many have
changed—the Army seems to keep one young. Mrs.
Hassell {the chairman) and Mrs. Whittaker (Max-
ton) were waiting to welcome us as we arrived
and quite a gathering it was—I130 Q.M.A.A.C.
attended and had a thoroughly enjoyable time. The
dinner itself was excellent and very well served at
small tables decorated with vases of flowers, while
in the corners of the restaurant were large floral
decorations, making it all a charming setting.
When all had taken their places at the tables Miss
Hasselt reminded us that this was the first meeting
of the Q.M.A.A.C. O.C. Dinner Club since the
death of Queen Mary, our Commandant-in-Chief,
and all stood to observe a minute’s silence. The
dinner ended with the usual tosts—the Loyal Toast
and one to H.M. Forces, then “Absent Friends,”
proposed by Miss Martin. As a mark of apprecia-
tion and thanks for all the hard work she has done
in organising the Dinner Club and acting as its
hon. secretary, a bouquet of pink roses was pre-
sented to Mrs. Mayhew (Haines). Thanks were
also expressed to Major Mayhew, M.C., for the
great help he always gives so willingly.” The next
Reunion Dinner will be on May 22, 1954. Reserve
that date and get in touch with Mrs. Mayhew, 25
Denmark Avenue, S.W.19, in good time, for this
year it was not possible to accommodate all those
who applied late.

Annual General Meeting and
General Recunion

. The Annual General Meeting will be held at
the Duke of York’s Headquarters on Saturday,
March 27, 1954, at 3 o’clock.

The General Secretary would remind Branches
of the other important dates in March:
Friday, March 26. Grand Reunion, Seymour
Hall, Marylebone. Doors open 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 27. Q.M.AA.C. Reunion,
Duke of York’s Headquarters. 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 27. Branch Secretaries’ meeting
and luncheon, Duke of York’s Headquarters.
Meeting 11.30 a.m. Luncheon 1 p.m.

The Branch Secretaries’ meeting will continue,
if necessary, after luncheon. Members of Council
look forward to meeting all Branch Secretaries as
their guests.

Remembrance Day

On Monday, November 9, three of us went to the
Field of Remembrance to plant a cross on behalf of
the W.R.A.C. Association. Capt. Fisher repre-
sented the W.R.A.C., Mrs. Richards the A.T.S.
and Miss A. G. Brown Q.M.A.A.C. Capt. Fisher
planted the cross just before 2.30 p.m., while we
stood on either side of her. The Queen Mother
was expected at 2.45 and many people who were
waiting hopefully were turned away by the police.
We were told that this would have been our fate
too but, very fortunately, Dame Regina Evans
kindly spoke to leading officers of the British Legion
and we were allowed to stand by the north door of
the Abbey.

While waiting for Her Majesty we were much
mtrxgued by the activities of a black cat which took
up its position on the matting which had been laid
down for the Queen Mother. We were fortunate
and delighted to have a close view of Her Ma)esty
as she planted her cross.

On Sunday, November 8, 327 (County of Lon-
don) Battalion (T.A) paraded to Westminster
Abbey for the Remembrance Day Service and was

AN
EXCEPTIONAL
OFFER

THE COWDRAY CLUB (LADIES) has
waived the three-guinea Entrance Fee for
a limited period. -

Situated in a famous London Square.
Many pleasant bedrooms. at reasonable
terms; spacious Reception rooms; Res-
taurant and Bar. Subscription moderate.

In view of special concession, do not
delay in sending for further particulars
from

SECRETARY (6},
20 CAVENDISH SQUARE, LONDON, W.I




4 THE LIONESS

accompanied for the first time by its Old Comrades
—those members who served with the County of
London A.T.S. when it was first formed in 1938.
The parade formed up in Petty France and marched
down Victoria Street to the west door of the Abbey,
the ex-Service members bringing up the rear, and
" a brave sight they made with their display of cam-
paign medals and stars. The serving members of
the Battalion were so much impressed by their
newly-found friends that their inclusion in the
Remembrance Day Parade from now on will be a
natural .and foregone conclusion.

In the afternoon of the same day the Battalion,
in conjunction with tire County of London Branch
W.R.A.C. Association, attended a service in the
W.R.A.C. Drill Hall at the Duke of York’s Head-
quarters to unveil a memorial plaque to former
members of the County of London unit who were
killed in action during the 1939-45 War. It was
a very simple service, conducted by the Rev.
Richard Fitz-Patrick, M.A.Q.H.C., Chaplain to the
Household Brigade, the memorial plaque being un-
veiled by Lady Violet Astor, President of the
Branch. A touching point of interest during the
occasion was the attendance among the next-of-kin
of the father of one of the girls whose name ap-
peared on the plaque. He was an old soldier him-
self and informed us that the Drill Hall where the
memorial was erected had been created as his own
drill hall during the 1914-18 War.

Manchester branch reports the placing, by their
secretary, of a poppy wreath on the Cenotaph in the
City on November 8 at the Remembrance Parade
and the banner of the Bristol Branch was carried
at the Cenotaph Service.

Obituary

MISS 1. M. FISHER
E.L.D. writes :

Members will see in this issue the death of Miss
Fisher from a heart attack. She joined Q.M.A.A.C.
in September, 1917, and served until January,
1920, both at home and in France. She enlisted
in the A.T.S. in November, 1938, and was dis-
charged in October, 1944, as C.S.M. She served
with A.A. Command, escorting A.T.S. members
to and from France. Between the wars she had a
company of Girl Guides in which she took a very
great interest.

MISS WINIFRED ROGERS
Miss Druitt writes:

It was with profound regret that we heard of the
death of this much-loved comrade. Her kindly
nature and happy disposition endeared her to us
all. For some years she was on the staff of our
club at 5 Buckingham Gate and was greatly missed
when she retired from her post there. She always
enjoyed coming to reunions and was a regular
attendant until she left London to live with her
cousin in Braintree, Essex. She was laid to rest
in Bocking Cemetery on Qctober 28 and flowers
were sent from London Branch.

E. J. WELSFORD, M.B.E.
Dame Helen writes:

E. J. Welsford was born in 1878 and gqualified as
a gardener. Her first posts were in that capacity,
but she soon proved to have qualifications for
research which resulted in her appointment to
academic posts. She published some valuable
papers on the life histories of the lower plants. We
were colleagues in 1905-7 and, two years later,
visited American laboratories together on our way
to the meeting of the British Association at Winni-
peg. She was dining with me on the February
evening in 1917 when I had just heard from Mrs.
Chalmers Watson of the approaching formation of’
the W.AA.C. Our excited speculation and
discussion may be imagined.

As soon as she could detach herself from her post
at the Imperial College, University of London,
E. J. Welsford reported for duty in France. In 1918 -
she was in charge of the big Camp III at Abbeville,
and she ended as a Senior U.A. She was a most
capable officer, devoted to the Service and to
the well-being of her women.

After the war E, J. Welsford applied for apost
under the Colonial Office. As it happened, she was
the only ex-Service candidate and, greatly to the
credit of the authorities, was appointed, though no
woman had held such a post before. She was sent
to Zanzibar, where she dealt with the health and
disease of trees and crops, going off, like other
colonial officers, for long journeys alone with her
escort of black boys. On her retirement she
settled in Somerset. She will be remembered as
one of those who made that first Corps what it was.

Memorial

ELIZABETH MACFARLANE GILCHRIST,
M.B.E.

Many old comrades who knew and loved
“ Gillie,” who was secretary of the Glasgow
Branch from its formation in 1920 until she died
in 1948, will be much interested to know that her
sister, Mrs. Torrance, of 48 Cleveland Avenue,
Darlington, has erected a memorial plaque at the
crematorium, Maryhill, Glasgow, in memory of
her. It reads as follows: *“In loving memory of
Elizabeth Macfarlane Gilchrist, M.B.E., youngest
daughter of Rev. Robert Gilchrist of Shotts, who
died 9th November, 1948. Served in Women’s
Legion and Q.M.A.A.C. in 1914-18 war and was
the founder of Glasgow Q.M.A.A.C. Old Comrades’
Association.”

DONT FORGET

A member of the A.T.S. earned a small prize
from London’s evening paper, The Star, by telling
them that, against her mother’s pleas and wishes,
she had joined our Service. When the time came
to leave home her mother, by this time quite
distraught, sobbed,  Don’t forget, if you go and
get yourself kllled you needn’t come to me for
sympathy.”
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ROYAL VISIT

Jamaica, the land of wood and water, has always
been endowed with the best of nature’s attributes,
an excellent climate, arable lands, beautiful country-
side ideal for resorts. Distinguished guests have
from time to time expressed delight and satisfaction
with their visit, but never in the history of Jamaica
has a reigning monarch honoured us with a visit.

On November 25 Her Majesty The Queen and
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh landed
at Montego Bay, where thousands, drawn from all
walks of life, stood overwhelmed with humble
loyalty to greet the Royal couple.

The Royal party drove through several of the
country towns, where crowds waited from early
morn to catch one glimpse of them. At each stop the
Queen was received by the town’s custody and
bouquets were presented to her.

At Spanish Town, the former capital of Jamaica,
Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness
“The Duke were invited to sign the visitors’ book,
signatures that will be cherished throughout re-
maining history. After a rousing greeting and a
welcome speech by the Custos, the Royal party
moved on to King’s House, Kingston, where the
first of two mghts were spent.

On the morning of Thursday, November 26, a
military parade was held in Up Park.Camp. All
contingents were to report at assembly areas by
0645 hrs., and so the W.R.A.C. contingent—who all
live out—were accommodated overnight at the
Military Hospital. Our contingent consisted of the
O.C. and 30 other ranks, and we took up our position
with the other Corps and Services of the Caribbean
area.

Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburgh, preceded by His Ex-
cellency The Governor, Sir Hugh Foot, arrived at
the polo ground, Up Park Camp, at 0815 hrs.
' midst torrents of applause from 10,000 spectators,
some seated, others lining the perimeter of the field
five deep. While the Royal Standard flew over the
saluting base the massed band played the National
Anthem.

A Land Rover, especially prepared, took Her
Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness,
accompanied by the Area Commander, Brigadier
A. C. F. Jackson, O.B.E., to review the parade.
““ Green Sleeves > was played during the inspection.
There, under the brilliant sunshine of a Jamaican
sky, we beheld our beloved Queen, a vision of
loveliness, her handsome husband, standing beside
her, elegantly clad in-his naval uniform.

After the inspection the Queen and the Duke
ascended the dais to take the salute, while the parade
took up positions for the march past. The parade,
with measured tread and military bearing, marched
off to the rhythm of the * British Grenadier.” The
bugles sang of bravery and high courage, the drums
of triumph and martial life. The marching ranks
returned to their fixed position. Headdresses were
ordered to be removed by the Area Commander
and three cheers swelled the air for Her Majesty
The Queen. The climax of the pageantry was the
Royal Salute, taking the form of a feu de joie.

TO JAMAICA

Between each dramatic rattle of drums the muted

music of the National Anthem softly stirred the air.
The ceremony came to its end and the Royal

couple drove away in the Royal silver grey car.

In the evening the Royal couple dined in the
dreamland setting of the tropical garden at King’s
House with 100 leading citizens of the British West
Indies. A reception followed, where 2,000 guests,
military and civilian, were present. Among the
guests was Capt. E. J. Nolan, O.C. 5th Independent
Company, W.R.A.C. Music under the direction of
Major R. G. Jones, M.B.E., added to the magic
spell, and overhead the dark canopy, bare of stars
as if she had closed her eyes to dream upon the
brilliant scene below.

The following day, Friday, November 27, Jamaica
witnessed its first Royal investiture. The recipients
and guests arrived some time before 1030 hrs., all
anxiously awaiting to feast their eyes for the ensuing

_ half-hour. The Queen, simply dressed, entered

the high-ceilinged dining-room of King’s House
promptly at 1030 hrs. The ladies curtsied, the
gentlemen bowing low.

The conferring of the accolade of knighthood on
the Chief Justice of Jamaica was the high spot.
Among the other 13 recipients was Cpl. L. A, Small,
who was invested with the insignia of the British
Empire Medal. Her Majesty spoke longest with the
Corporal. Her Majesty asked how long she had
been in the A.T.S., as the Corps was then called.
The Queen asked her if she had been in the parade
on Thursday. Her Majesty commented on the
smart appearance of the W.R.A.C. on parade and
that it had pleased her tQ see them. The Queen
shook hands with the Corporal and the Corporal
withdrew.

At 1600 hrs. the Royal party boarded S.S. Gothic to
continue the long Commonwealth tour. Thousands
lined the route to catch a last glimpse of a Queen
so beloved by all and as the propeller of the Royal
barge spun through the water the words of the
song * Will ye no come back again ?” filled the air.
For nearly three days Jamaica had the honour to
house the Sovereign.

News of Comrades

Dame Florence writes to say that she has had
a most enjoyable month at Elgin, the spring at the
Cape surpassed in beauty anything that she had
imagined. The mitmosas were like forests of gold’
and there were whole fields of wild arum lilies
which grow right down to the shore at Hermanus.
She goes on to say: “I got back in the middle of
October and a week later I drove 300 miles to
Kokstad in East Griqualand. There I met Mrs.
Tresham (ex-W.A.A.C. Richardson). She was
married to Major Tresham after the 1914-18 war
and went to India; she looks very young to have a
grown-up daughter. They have got a charming
house and garden. When I got back to Harrismith
I met Mrs. Stocks (ex-W.A.A.C. Scott). She

Continued on page 12
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Princess Royal’s Day, 1954

The Depot will be “At Home > to the public
from 2.15 to.6 p.m. for Princess Royal’s Day this
year on April 25. Individual invitations will not
be sent but all serving or retired members of
the Association will be particularly welcome. The
programme will include displays by the permanent
staff and recruits, programme of music by the
Corps band, showing of the films “ Greensleeves *’
and “ The Gentle Sex,” side shows in aid of the
Benevolent Fund, Drumhead Service. Please
apply for tea tickets during February or
March, stating whether for Officers’, Ser-
geants’ or rank and file mess.

Correspondence
Dear Madam,

During her recent visit to Perth, Dame Leslie
Whateley, in discussing migrant ex-Service women,
suggested that I write to you for certain information.

In our Ex-Service Women’s Sub-Branch (Re-
turned Servicemen’s Ileague) we have several
English girls, and it has occurred to me that there
must be more who are domiciled in this state but
who have not been contacted. 1 felt that, in
coming to a new country, these ex-Service women
may welcome the chance of meeting other Service
women and joining our association and we could
endeavour to help them to settle down and make
their lives less lonely. The members of our
Association include all Service women who have
overseas service, or those who have served in an
operational theatre.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) S. C. PeErry (Miss).
Repatriation General Hospital,
Hollywood, West Australia.
August 21, 1953.

News from the Territorial Army

It was encouraging to find ninety women from
63, 64 and 82 A.A. Brigades who were sufficiently
keen to give up a Sunday to a one-day course and,
like Oliver Twist, to ask for more. For the second
year in succession 609 Regiment won the Brigade
W.R.A.C. Drill Competition, at which some two
hundred spectators included many V.I.P.s. The
1oth Cadet Battery, R.A., provided the music
which was much appreciated, as were the refresh-
ments afterwards. We are glad to announce that
W.O.IT Allen, B.E.M., who finished her regular
engagement in December, enjoys working with the
T.A. so much that she is transferring to the new
Type “R” engagement, and returning to 609
Regiment.

Badges
The Badge of the Association, the design of which
you can see on the title page of this issue, can be
obtained, price 9d., from the General Secretary.

A Work of Great Achievement

It was the South African War which made clear
the need for an organisation which would make
itself responsible for the welfare of our soldiers
and sailors—both during their service and after
leaving the Colours. With this object in view
The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Help Society came into
being at the end of 1899 with H.R.H. Princess
Christian as its first President.

At a later date, after the formation of a separate
and independent Air Force, the name of the Society
was altered to The Soldiers®, Sailors’ and Airmen’s
Help Society. The Society operated under this
title until 1948, the year in which Service women,
previously dealt with by the Society as auxiliaries,
became part of the Regular forces. To cover this
new situation in its designation and also to in-
corporate one of the main features of the organisa-
tion’s work, the Society became, as it is known today,
The Forces Help Society and Lord Roberts
Workshops.

The Headquarters of the Society are situated at
122 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3, but there are
branches all over the British Isles and abroad.

During last year some 85,000 serving and ex-
Service men and women were assisted in a variety
of ways—e.g. when on leave while out of touch
with their units, in obtaining compassionate leave
to settle business affairs, in training problems,
in obtaining grants to meet civil commitments and
general help in domestic problems. The work on
behalf of ex-Service men and women comes mainly
within the category of rehabilitation and settlement
but there are many other things that are done to
make the transitional period from service to civilian
life a little easier for the men and women who have
served with the Colours. The Society might
purchase trade tools to start a man in business,
help him towards the cost of fitting up his home,
during sickness and convalescence and even help
him towards the cost of dependants’ funerals.
Indeed the work that is done at the London
Headquarters of the Society, in every city and town
and in many of our smallest villages, covers the
widest possible field and can only be summarised
by the expression  welfare plus ’—for this is
welfare work at its highest level. More than three
million individual cases have now been investigated
by this voluntary Society in a little over 5o years—
a wonderful record. '

The Society also runs a number of centres which
cater in the main for the medical needs of men and
women suffering from injuries to the spine, where
apart from receiving remedial treatment, they
are trained in clock assembly, invisible mending,
etc., with a view to becoming home-workers in
these occupations.

Throughout the year the Society’s Overseas
Service works to capacity and from every theatre
abroad a steady flow of cases are dealt with. This
work might involve tracing missing relatives
and reuniting them with Service men and women
serving abroad, investigating business releases,
and dealing with housing, domestic, legal and
resettlement problems—and places as far afield
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as Jamaica, India, Australia, Malaya and Korea
have been covered by the Society’s representatives.
Conforming to the wishes of the Services the

Society concentrates on tours and lectures to
encourage members of. all the Services not to
conceal their problems, but rather to bring them
to the Society which is well equipped to solve
them in such a way as to minimise the deterioration
which anxieties must have on their efficiency as
Service men and women.

One of the main features of the Society’s work,
however, has been.to train and provide permanent
employment for ex-Service men who have a 50
per cent. or higher rate of disability. In order to
carry out this work, three workrooms were establish-
ed at the end of the South African War. Here men
were taught the making of toys and small articles of
furniture. When Lord Roberts died in 1914 it was
felt by the Committee of the Society that the
great Field Marshal could not have a more fitting
memorial than the extension, on a large scale,
of the Workshops in which he had always taken so
great an interest. As a result the Workshops
as known today are named after him.

There are now nine fully-equipped factories—
at ‘Fulham, Liverpool, Bristol, Colchester, Brook-
wood, Edinburgh, Inverness, Dundee and Belfast—
where disabled men are trained and employed on
productive work suited to their particular dis-
abilities. They are enabled to earn good wages,
and, what is more important, to retain their in-
dependence and self-respect.

The days when toys were made have been left
far behind, and at the present time these factories
are energetically engaged on the drive for essential
goods. Cabinet-making, joinery, mattress and
brush making, basket-making and decorative lacquer
work, etc., are all undertaken. The men trained
and employed at these factories are all ex-Service
men and the average rate of disability is about
65 per cent, .

As distinct from the great financial and moral
benefit to men employed in the workshops, the
physical benefit derived is very striking. Many
men can now be seen at work who have actually
recovered the use of their limbs and hands.
Orthopaedic experts say that this is because the
right kind of exercise has been given to the injured
limbs, but perhaps the improvement is more due
to the employment of the mind on definite and
interesting work, and the often quite unconscious
use of the disabled limb to assist the sound one
which carries out the main part of the work.

This then is the work of one of the oldest of
our Voluntary Societies working on behalf of men
and women of the Services, and the remarkable
achievements obtained in these difficult times
reflect the greatest credit on all concerned.

Aldermaston, 1939-42

Grand Reunion on Saturday, May 1, 1954, for
all (staff and recruits) who served at the Training
Centre. For particulars write to: Miss D. M,
Beston, 380 Station Road, Dorridge, Birmingham.

Eighth Passing Out Parade of

W.R.A.C. Officer Cadets

The Eighth Passing Out Parade of W.R.A.C.
Officer Cadets took place at the W.R.A.C. School
of Instruction on Wednesday, December 16, 1953.
The Salute was taken by Lieut.-General Sir Dudley
Ward, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.0., Deputy Chief of the
Imperial General Staff.

The Parade consisted of 15 Senior Officer Cadets,
23 Junior Officer Cadets, 52 members of the
Permanent Staff and 25 Student N.C.Os. The
W.R.A.C. Band played.

After the inspection and march past the
D.C.1.G.S. addressed the Parade and presented the
Ceremonial Sash and Certificate of Merit to Junior
Under Officer B. D. Watts. This is the third
occasion on which both the Sash and Certificate of
Merit have been awarded to the same Officer
Cadet. The Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal was presented to Sgt. Morrison, R.A., who
looks after the G.D. men attached to the School.

After the buffet luncheon, the D.C.I.G.S., who
was accompanied by Lady Ward, departed by car.

The School was exceptionally lucky with the
weather, which was dry—if a little cold—whereas
the previous afternoon it was shrouded in fog.

Women’s Hockey
Combined Services v. U.S.A.

The U.S.A. Women’s Touring Team won their
match against the Combined Women’s Services on
November 11, 1953, by 8 goals to nil. Our Miss
Whitaker was reported to have been by far the best
player on the field, and had it not been for her the
score would have been far greater. However, the
W.R.A.C. Band played beautifully and looked most
impressive. It was the first match the U.S.A. had
won which was very good for American morale and
international relations.

W.R.A.C. in Gibraltar

The Garrison Handicrafts Exhibition was held
in November at the Calpe Institute. Unfortunately
our best exhibits had not arrived from the Exhibi-
tion in U.K., but the girls rallied round and made
some very attractive soft toys. Pte. Zouch, with
her arty arty touch, helped to arrange the Exhibition
and was on duty there for several days.

The Drama Festival has just finished after a
very successful week. The R.A. Drama Group
were successful in winning the first prize and both
the individual awards for their production of
excerpts from Terence Rattigan’s * Harlequinade.”
One of our members, Pte. Fay Johns, played the
part of Muriel Palmer in a very accomplished
manner.

A.T.S. Badge Brooches

Gilt badge brooches, at 2s. 6d. each, are still
obtainable from the A.T.S. Benevolent Fund, 73
Elizabeth Street, S.W.1, to which proceeds of sale
are credited.
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Planting the Q.M. A.A.C. Tree

[Courtesy: The Surrey kd&rermer

Depot Notes

Some months ago the
Council of the W.R.A.C.
Association decided to present
three oak trees to the Depot
to symbolise the three phases
in the development of the
Women’s Services. Our Direc-
tors, past and present, are
busy people and it was no easy
task to find a day that would
be convenient to them all. In
spite of the difficulties we are
proud to have achieved a record
bag of four Dames of the
British Empire on Saturday,
November 28.

The Q.M.AAC. tree was
planted by Dame Helen,
assisted by Staff- Sergeant
Russell, B.E.M., still serving.
Dame Leslie planted the
A.T.S. tree, assisted by W.O.1I1
Wiffen, and the W.R.A.C. tree
was planted by Dame Mary,
assisted by Staff-Sergeant
Germain, the senior N.C.O.
at the Depot, who has nothing
but W.R.A.C. service. We
were also glad to see the
Director and Mrs. Rumbold,
who originally suggested the
tree planting at a meeting of
Council. We were sorry that
Dame Regina was unable to
be with us. The visitors had
coftee in the Sergeants’ Mess
before the ceremony and after-
wards lunched with the officers.

ANITA COLBY’S BEAUTY BOOK

Anita Colby brings to the writing of this book
considerable experience with many of Hollywood’s
first ranking stars, as well as her own vivacious
personality and a contagious exuberance for
developing the personality, poise and charm of each
of her readers. She sweeps us along through 250
breathtaking pages with the utmost confidence of
being able to make us into a Hedy Lamarr or a
Ginger Rogers—with a difference l—that difference
being the characteristic, talent, ability or glamour
which she is confident of being able to find and
develop in each one of us. '

The book covers most topics about which a
woman would wish to know and in which to
become proficient. As well as a complete course
on beauty and charm lasting four weeks, there are
many helpful hints on how to become the perfect
hostess as well as the perfect guest; there are novel

suggestions for parties and for menus, encouraging
diets and miraculous slimming exercises, and much
sound advice on acquiring good taste in clothes and
careful -wardrobe planning. But, surprisingly
enough, in a subject of this nature, there is another
equally interesting side to the book, one which
might be called ““ a philosophy of beauty.”” The
art of living is to keep learning and widening one’s
horizons, the authoress tells us, and this is only
one example of the grasp she has, not only of
the1 fart of beauty culture, but of the art of life
itself.

The book is written in a vigorous and lively style
and is well illustrated with many humorous, enter-
taining and apt sketches by the writer herself.
Anita Colby’s Beauty Book is priced at 21s. and
can be obtained from most booksellers and depart-
mental stores throughout the country.
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W/[6811 Staff-Sergeant
A. G. RUSSELL

Those who can should look up their
Lioness of November-December, 1950,
wherein they will read of the already

" long and distinguished service of Agnes
Russell, who has served for all the
time possible between 1918 and the
present day and has worn in her time
all four badges (counting Q.M.A.A.C.
as two) of our Corps. We picture her
receiving her B.E.M., one which we
make so bold to say, was never better
earned. We offer her our congratu-
lations and best wishes.

[Courtesy: The Times %
Staff-Sergeant A. G. Russell receiving her British Empire

Medal at the Tower of London

News of Comrades—Continued from page 5

was married and came out here 35 years ago.
They have got a farm about 18 miles from here,
and she has four grandchildren. On November 21
I drove to the Blue Mountain Inn at Teyateyaneug
(nice name to try and pronounce-—generally abbre-
viated to ‘ T.Y.”—it is 5,000 ft. up in the moun-
tains in Basutoland. A charming and most com-
fortable small hotel. While there I met Mrs.
Unwin, she was staying with her daughter, Mrs.
Hennessy. Mrs. Unwin was one of the first to
join the Women’s Legion in 1915, and was at
Epsom; I remember her there. She was with the
Royal Flying Corps and transferred from W.A.A.C.
to W.R.A.F. when that corps was formed, as many
others did in order to stay with the unit they were
working with.”

Preston Branch sent us news of Mrs. Wethersett,
* formerly Volunteer Dyson whose home and service
were chiefly in Lancashire. Now she lives at 3517
West 2z2nd Avenue, Vancouver 8, B.C., Canada,
and would be glad to hear from any comrades with
whom she served. From Edinburgh we hear that
Mrs. A. Sloan (Margaret Fleming, A.T.S.) and
Mrs. D. McArthur (Valerie Anson, A.T.S.) were

located during the year. Both served with 167

(M) H.A.A. Regiment during the war; both have
young families and both can be reached through
the Edinburgh Branch.

Mrs. Armstrong’s friends will be glad to hear
that she is now very much better. Her plans are
uncertain, but it appears fairly clear that she is still
not Well enough to do all her boundless energy
demands of her. She is anxious that her Canadian
friends will not think that any omissions of

correspondence have been due to slackness. She just
has not been well enough to deal with it.

News from Branches

To economise space we are printing news of branch
activities without the usual spaces between branches
and we hope that readers will not find it any more
difficult than usual to find their oun news. Some
items of more general interest have been extracted to
other columns.

Belfast. The Annual General Meeting was
held on November 6, 1953, with the president,
Mrs. O. B. Graham, O.B.E., in the chair. Office
bearers for 1953-54 were elected. Appreciation at
the suitability of the new club rooms were expressed.
Particulars of meetings and the annual dinner are
shown in Forthcoming Events and further parti-
culars can be obtained from the Hon. Secretary:
Mrs. Patricia Neilly, 382 Merville Garden Village,
Whitehouse, Belfast.

Bristol. Since 1947 we have maintained our
membership but there has been no outstanding
increase so an appeal was launched in the local
press. The W.R.A.C. film, “ Greensleaves,” was
shown as part of a film show at the November
meeting. The British Legion Festival of Remem-
brance at the Colston Hall on November 7 was
voted to be the best yet. Omne scene, entitled
“ Women at War,” was much enjoyed. It showed
the different uniforms, Q.M.A.A.C,, A'T.S., down
to the present W.R.A,C. No. 1 dress. How they
have improved !

At the annual meeting in December a report for
the last year was given and the officers elected for
1954. Mrs. Bernays was again elected as president
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and Col. E. I. W. Hobkirk joins the vice-presidents.
An interesting programme has been mapped out for
the next six months and one item is a visit to Bath
Branch,

Edinburgh. Although we here have not been
sun-bathing, the fact that Christmas Day has come
and gone without a hard frost and that snowdrops
are flowering before New Year is so unusual as to
be memorable. Human nature being what it is,
however, the more gloomy-minded among us are
moved to mutter: “ We’ll pay for this ere long.”
Be that as it may the mild weather has enabled us
to enjoy to the full the fall of the year. The branch
activities have been well attended and casualties
through coughs and colds have been few.

At the annual general meeting in December the
chairman, Mrs. J. Rattray (A.T.S.), voiced the
feelings of us all when she said that the year had
been remarkable for the spirit of comradeship
which had flourished among us and that now, at the
end of the year, she felt that the branch was ful-
filling its true purpose of perpetuating goodwill and
friendship among all its members.

At one of our meetings a most interesting talk
was given by Miss Helen Nimmo (A.T.S.) of the
Scottish Headquarters of the W.V.S. She spoke of
the unlimited scope of the Women’s Voluntary
Services and such was the interest aroused that the
branch has decided to help the W.V.S. wherever
possible by collecting useful commodities and by
individual members undertaking emergency duties.

It is with much regret that we say good-bye to
Miss Semple (A.T.S.), a staunch and loyal member
of the branch, who is known to many outside
Edinburgh as the Secretary of the Women’s United
Services Club. She is leaving to take up an appoint-
ment in Stonechaven and we wish her all success.
Our loss is their gain.

Gibraltar. The meeting on November 2 was
held in the home of one' of the members, Mrs.
Hartman (ex-Q.M.A.A.C. Forewoman Pinchin),
and the open coal fire was a welcome sight to the
serving members, the homely and cosy atmosphere
adding ‘greatly to the meeting., Afterwards Mrs.
Hartman produced the most tempting buffet, to
which everyone did full justice. Many hands made
light work of the washing-up and Mrs. Hartman
had much difficulty in getting into her own kitchen.
The gratitude of every member of the branch is
due to the ex-Service members who, by offering
the use of their homes for meetings, help to produce
an excellent spirit of comradeship.

The first dance organised by the W.R.A.C.
Association in Gibraltar was held on United Nations
Day. It was an excellent demonstration of com-
munity effort. - Contributions from members helped
us to decorate the gym and provided table flowers
and spot prizes; the Sergeants’ Mess took charge
of the bar, one of the most energetic members
being our own Sgt. Stewart, who never seemed to
tire; Staff Sgt. Squibb of R.E.M.E., the husband
of Mrs. Squibb (Gibbon, A.T.S.), carried out the
duties of M.C. most efficiently; Pte. Zouch pro-
vided light entertainment in two of her eastern
dance numbers. Tickets were limited and crowds
turned away but, even so, it appears as though

about a hundred crept in through the skylight or
the cracks in the wall. It was a great success,
everyone enjoyed themselves, and we sent £20 to
the W.R.A.C. Benevolent Fund.

Another successful effort which resulted in a
profit of over £3 was a whist drive in the W.R.A.C.
games room on November 18. Mesdames Kearley
and Squibb provided very tasty refreshments and
Lt. Powell carried out the duties of M.C. A guiz
on December 1, arranged by Lts. Scudamore and
Powell, brought the activities of 1953 to a close. The
Will Bs (serving members) beat the Have Beens
by 1} points. Our correspondent was the scorer
and confesses to having had great difficulty in de-
ciding when Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
fall in the same year. :

Major Askham’s many friends will be sorry to
hear that, at the time of writing, she is a patient in
the Military Hospital. She has been much missed -
and has the good wishes of everyone and their best
hopes for her recovery.

Glasgow. Twenty orphaned boys and girls.
from the Glasgow Corporation orphan homes were
entertained at a party held on Hallowe’en in the
Service Women’s Club. A very enjoyable after-
noon and evening were spent with the children, who
were delightful guests. In November members and
friends were welcomed to a happy and successful
Scottish country dance in St. Andrew’s (Mid.)
Hall. Also in November, our president, Miss
Thomson, and one of cur members, Mrs. Crawford,
spent a very pleasant evening with Q.M.A A.C. as
guests at their annual reunion dinner. The De-
cember meeting took the form of a military whist
drive at the Service Women’s Club, at which mem-
bers’ friends were welcomed. Please see Forth--
coming Events for notice of the annual general
meeting.

Hartlepools. The same faithful few turn up
every month at our happy meetings, to which we
wouild welcome more. Time and place of meetings
is shown in Forthcoming Events. It was with much
regret that, at the annual meeting in November, we
accepted the resignation of our most efficient sec-
retary who, owing to the increase in business, is
forced to give up. We take this opportunity of
thanking her for all the hard work she has done.
One of our Public Health nurses gave us an interest-
ing talk on Local Government at the December
meeting and it was explained in detail what services
are administered by the Corporation. “Now, if we
did not before, we know where the money goes!

Iiford. We have had a very happy year once
again. The usual members have met and we have
had some enjoyable talks. We held one whist
drive. The branch, while respecting her reason,
had much regret in accepting the resignation of the
secretary after 14 years of faithful service. The
members welcome her successor, Mrs. Curtis, to
whom all communications should now be sent.
Miss Parker adds a personal note: I am now resign-
ing after 14 years as the secretary. 1 feel it will do-
the branch good to have a change, but my interest in
the branch will be just the same. Wishing all
Comrades everywhere the very best of wishes for-
1954. The best is yet to be.
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Ipswich. On November 6 members and friends
met together for a social evening, at which two new

members were welcomed. A good deal of hard work .

was put in behind the scenes and the hall was
decorated with bracken, berries and flowers. The
blowing up of balloons, with the aid of a car pump,
made our preparations anything but dull. Laughter
also came from the “ sandwich cutters,” indicating
that quite a lot of fun was being got out of a some-
what tedious task. Thanks to so many willing
hands, however, all was ready for the evening’s fun
—and what a good time we had! The band played
with gusto and if noise and laughter are anything to
g0 by, everyone enjoyed themselves. All too soon
the evening came to an end, but we are all quite
determined that, at a not-too-distant date, Ipswich
Branch will have another social evening.

Liverpool. Since our last report in April, 1953,
we have been very active in spite of no meetings in
June, July and August, which, being holiday
months have usually had poor attendance at meet-
ings. Qur membership remains about the same
and we have recently had enquiries from possible
new members. We find, however, that regulars do
not seem to continue their connection with the
Association once they have left the Corps, and we
wonder if other branches have the same experience.
Qur activities have included -whist drives and a
beetle drive and we also had a very successful dance
at the focal T.A. Drill Hall. During December we
held our annual bring-and-buy sale and, although
the attendance was smaller than usual, the result was
most gratifying. We look forward to 1954 with
confidence and take this opportunity of wishing all
members of the Association a very happy New
Year.

London. A new item on our programme was a
handicraft competition held on October 1, which
was such a success that we decided to repeat it next
year. There was a large number of entries and the
high standard of workmanship made the task of
judging very difficult. Miss McNeil, however, did
this most efficiently. Our second meeting in
October was a very entertaining evening of * One
Minute Please,” run by Miss Ireland. During
November we had a spelling bee and a very suc-
cessful bring-and-buy sale. We were sorry that
Miss Thompson was unable to be with us to take
the chair at the annual general meeting, but this
task was ably performed by Miss Ireland. At the
Christmas party, on December 17, we were enter-
tained by Mr. Allen Benbow, the magician and ven-
triloquist. This, plus a few games and a sing-song,
made a very merry and enjoyable evening.

Manchester. Meetings have continued fort-
nightly throughout the year, with an excellent
attendance. Owing to limited space at meetings,
the Christmas party was held at the home of Mrs.
Wozencroft, who, before her marriage, was our
treasurer. Some 20 members spent a very happy
evening and our thanks are due to Mrs. Wozencroft
for making us so welcome and to her very brave
husband, who, among so many of the fair sex, made
endless cups of tea and carried rbund plates of
sandwiches! Christmas presents have been dis-

tributed amongst our permanently sick members.
Norfolk., Autumn branch meetings have been
exceptionally well attended and have been very
interesting, with work by members on Christmas
presents. (Greetings have been received from Molly
Howes, Kenya Colony, whose health is not so good;
Molly Saffrey, Vancouver; Miss Edwards, Rotting-
dean; Mrs. Blackburn, King’s Lynn; Mrs. H.
Clarke, Sudbury; Mrs. Rutter (nee Walker),
King’s Lynn; Mrs. Robinson, Dudley; and many
other Norfolk members. Our thanks to Miss Brock
and Mrs. Wilson, who have been able to visit ex-
A.T.S. Miss Wilson, who is ill at Hempnall.

Portsmouth. Due to ill health Miss Hebb has
had to relinquish the secretaryship, a post which
she has held since the inception of the branch, and
we are grateful to her for all the work which she has
done. We are very much pleased that she will re-
main a member and hope that her health will im-
prove. A few of us went to the W.R.A.C. Handi-
crafts Exhibition in Salisbury, in May, and spent a
very pleasant afterncon there. In September we
had a supper at the Victory Restaurant in Ports-
mouth and, on this occasion, had the pleasure of
welcoming a new member, Miss Pam Stansfield,
who has recently left the Service. We were sorry
to say good-bye to Miss Bull, who has returned to
Bournemouth. A bring-and-buy sale in December
enables us to make a small contribution to ‘the
A.T.S. Benevolent Fund.

Preston. The annual general meeting was held
at the Drill Hall, Stanley Street, Preston, on Thurs-
day, November 26, at 7.30 p.m. The minutes of
the last meeting were approved and signed. Cor-
respondence included a letter from Mrs. Wethersett,
whose news appears in News of Comrades. The
treasurer read the balance sheet and stated that the
finances stood at £24 7s. 8d., showing a loss of
£1 5s. sd. on the year’s work, but we hope to remedy
this during 1954. Mrs. Bucklee, Miss Downham
and Miss Harris were re-elected as chairman,
treasurer and secretary respectively, and Mrs.
Heaton as vice-chairman and Mrs. McCue as
assistant secretary. Donations for Christmas were
discussed and it was decided to send a guinea each
to Preston Shepherd Street Mission, W.R.A.C.
Benevolent Fund, Preston Harris Orphanage,
Preston St. Vincent’s School for Boys, and the
Westminster Abbey Fund. The drawing up of a
programme for the cormng year concluded the
business and the meeting closed with tea and
biscuits.

Southern Ireland. There was a complete re-
shuffle of officers and committee at the annual
general meeting on October 1. Those who had
been officers for a considerable number of years
suggested that they should stand down in favour of
newer members and, after some protest, the mem-
bers agreed. The following were elected: Mrs.
Boles, chairman; Miss S. Mellon, hon. secretary;
and Miss M. Pilkington, hon. treasurer. A special
appeal has been made to the members to come
regularly and support the branch, and interesting
suggestions have been put forward for the monthly
meetings.
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WELDED. SILVER COLOURED.
WATERPROOF. EYELETTED.
ROT PROOF. TEAR RESISTANT.
AN ESSENTIAL PROTECTION IN ALL WEATHERS
Easy to put on. Easy to fold and store
THREE USEFUL SIZES
12 <836/6 - 15 x 1261
I8 « 12 76/-

Supplied in Cardboard Carton
You pay no more for postage and packing
Money Back Guarantee

LINDACO (Dept. L)
3 Station Approach, Brent
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HIORNS & MILLER |

SPECIALISE IN
REGIMENTAL
CHRISTMAS CARDS

BROCHWURE ON APPLICATION

Personal attention given to all orders and enquiries. Estimates
and samples sent on request, -

RING 437 DEVONPORT

A Printing Service backed by over
63 years reputation. Diestamped
Stationery, Invitation Cards, Ac-
count Books and Printing of all
descriptions from a Visiting Card
to a Regimental History.

HIORNS & MILLER LIMITED
40 Marlborough Street, Devonport

UNIFORMS

Tailored to measure uniforms can be

supplied with rank and ribbons.

TAILORS TO THE SERVICES FOR 70 YEARS
OF COVENT GARDEN -

Junction of Garrick and Bedford Streets, W.C.2 Temple Bar 4477
; AND BRANCHES
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“London Gazette”

HONOURS AND AWARDS
New Year Honours:
O.B.E. Lt.-Col. M. S. F. Millington, T.D.
M.B.E. Major E. M, Harroway (T.A.}), W.O.IT A, Whittaker.
BFTA:'A ) Sgt. G. 1. Holmes, S/8gt. J. Mansell, Sgt. S. G. Vickerage

PROMOTIONS ANP APPOINTMENTS
REGULAR ARMY

Colonel: . D. Morgan, June 23, 1953.

Lr.-CoIoml.- A. D. 8. Hurburgh, June 23, 1953.

Major: M. H, Nalder, June 21, 1953; R. B. L. Puxiey, March 3,
1953; M. E. Gribble, September 9, 1953; M. E. Besle, Decem-
ber 4, 1953; M. M. Power, December 5, 1953; K. Cooper,
December 17, 1953; R. Stride, December 18, 1953; M. M.
Bishop, December 13, 19§

Captain: M. E. D.-Gibbes, fuly 10, 1953; D. L. Harrison, July
20, 1953; B. Kearney, Seplember 13, 1953; J. Sharcott,
September 22, 1953; . Cook, April 30, 1953; A. D. S.
Williamson, September 28, x953, A. S. W. Russell, September

9, 1953 °
C aptain (for duty with RE.M.E.): J. M. Giffen, B.Sc., August 26

,apzam (for duty with R.A.0.C.): B. M. W, Bass, September 30,
1953; G. E. Prosser, July 12, 1953.

Lxeutenam A. Williams, June 27, 1953; P. Woolridge, July 6,
xgsg E. Achurch, July 6, 1953; M. Atkins, July 10, 1953;

Sadler, July 18, 1953; J. H. Waycott, July 19, 1953;

. M. Chng September 13, 1953; E. Roper, September 29,

19 3; Hartland, Igtember 20, 1953; B. Whitaker,
Februery 4, 1949; N. M. Dugsard, October 31, 1953; J. M.
Lester, April 29, 1983; D. Mitchell, June 3, 1953; G. McNeill,
June 10, 19535 N. A. Sharland, -November 15, 1953; B. B.
Turner, November 15, 1953; E. M. Miseroy, November 22,
19535 J. M. Grieve, September 17, 1953; A. M. K. Senior,
November 19, 1953; E W. Roach, S. M. Powell, R. M.
Turnbull, December 13, 1953.

2nd Lieutenant: 1.. P.'Dakin, March 10, 1953; D. I. Presswell,
December 7, 1953; A. L. Shepley-Taylor, January 9, 1952;
V. E. Castens, February 3, 1953; H. M. Drudge, M. L. M. Watts,
J. E. Walker, D. A. P. Sheppard, R. J. Holmes, February 19,
1953; E. P. Leach, March 5, 1953; B. J. Thomas, A. A.
Farrington, J. A. Farrington, A. B. Ward, July 22, 1953; F.
Saffery, December 31, 1951.

Short Service Commissions

Major: M. Coverdale, July 4, 1953; M. A. Clarke, August 3,
19533 P. McDonell, October 18, 1953.

Caprain: P. A, Laverton, August 20, 1953; M Leetham, M. G.
Campbell, C. M. Harris, September 26, 1953; M. L. Edmondson,
November 3, 1953; L. Warren, July 5, 1953; G B . Simmonds,
December xg, 195%

Lieutenant: urse, A. E. Wright, July 4, 1953; K. E.
Griffiths, September 9, 1953; A. S. Nichoison, July 22, 1953;
M. A. Sibbald, November 15, 1953; A. G. Vivian, August 11,
1949; R. A. N. Hurst, November 15, 1953.

znd Lieutenant: M. A. Inglis, P. Al Dunningham, P. M. Lett,

P. S. McReorie, BE. M. Salmon,]ulyé 1953; C. M. d’E. Charmoy,
J. S. Buchanan, July 22, 1953; A. Sergant, A. P. Harris,
S. E. D. Harries, B. B. Duxbury, September 9, 1953.

RETIREMENTS, ETC.
REGULAR ARMY
Retirements with gratuity: Major O. Douglas, Capts. E, Jameson,
. R. M. Parker, B. Carson, M. H. Sumner, B. A. Hutchinson.
Resignations: Capts. D. L. Harrison, K. W, Taylor; Lts. A. E.
Dunnett, J. A. Dodsworth, C. M. Sabey, A. Clarkson, D. C.
Clarke; 2nd Lts. S. S. Northmore, A. Homan.
Reéired on account of disability: Lt. M. T. Floyd; 2nd Lt. E. M.
treet.
Shors Service Commissions
Rengnanons Ma)or O. M. Patch, T.D., Lt. K. J. Crean.
letion of service: Capts. A. C. Turnbull
MB.E, E. J P Varney, Lt. A. Burgoyne.

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS
Appointments
L1.~Colonel: C. E. Hammond, December 16, 1953.
Major: O. M. Patch, December s, 1953.
Captain: S. V. Jeffries, August 26, 1950.
Lieutenant: P. E. Sadler, August 23, 1953.
Resignarions, eic.

Resignation: Capt. J. Smith.
Cessation of membership on reachmg age limit: Cape. J. M. Gowans,

T.D.; Lts. A, G. Powner, V. L. Hobbs.

Staff Caliege Posrmgs

Major M. J. Allen, Staff Captain *“ A,” H.Q., 1 A.A. Group.
Major D. B, D. Lance, Staff Capta.m, M. S 2, War Office.
M?gjcx CI)V‘R M. Power, A.R.R.C., Staff Captain {Maint.), H.Q.,
Capt. J. K. Allison, Staff Captain “Q ” (A.E.), G.H.Q., MELF.
Capt. M. E. Davison, Staff Captain *“ Q,” Hanover District.
Capt. R, M. Engel, G.5.0.3 (SD), H.Q., B.A.O.R
Lx. (T/Caéat) A. Hodgson, G.S5.0.3 (8.D. x), War Office.

Capt. E Joynt, Staff Captain Q i+ {Works), Singapore District.
Capt. C H Leese, Staff Captain (S.T.8), War Office.
Major ] . Parker, (3.S.0.3, G.S. (W.) 3, War Office.
Capt. N. J. Pike .G.S. 0.3, C-in-C., Secretariat, B.A.O.R.
Capt. ]. W:lson .Staff Captain (D.A.P.M.}, MELF.

Personal

For charges and particulars please see Contents page.

Edinburgh.—When in Edinburgh stay at the

omen’s United Services Club, 12 Drumsheugh
Gardens. All ex-Service women welcomed. Special
terms for serving W.R.A.C. Write for the brochure
to the Secretary. Phone No.: ]‘Edmburgh Central
4952.

London, Royal Kensington.—Members wel-
comed in friendly hotel. Lounge, piano, garden.
Room/breakfast, 15s. daily. Sharing, 27s. for two.
Adrian House Private Hotel, 49 Holland Road,
Kensington, W.14. Western 4471.

Come and spend your holiday at Trelawne,
Lancaster Gardens, Clacton. All Comrades and
friends welcomed. Every attention and comfort
with good food. Small hotel run by ex-A.T.S.
Write as above or phone Clacton 979.

Bexhill-on-Sea.—Small hotel (run by two ex-
A.T.S. W.0.s), set in spacious grounds, secluded
vet within easy reach of sea (12 mmutes), also
Hasnngs and Eastbourne. On main London-
Bexhill road. Comrades specially welcomed. Write
for brochure. Mrs. I. R. Barnard, Thorne Hotel,
Ninfield Rd., Bexhill-on-Sea. Phone: Ninfield 212.

For Sale.—A.T.S. officer’s greatcoat (Hunts-
man), fully lined, red silk. Whipcord service dress
and cap, all with W.R.A.C. badges and buttons.
£10 the lot. Fit 5 ft. 4 in., 36 bust, 28 waist, 38
hips. Apply Mrs. F. Macey, The Cottage, Surbiton
Road, Kingston-on-Thames.

For Sale.—British Warm: khaki greatcoat and
service dress and shirts. To fit height 5 ft. 7 in.,
waist 34 in., hips 42 in. £s the lot. Mrs. Gumbsl,
15 Ovington Square, S.W.3.

For Sale.—No. 1 Dress: bust 34 in., hips 37,38,
height 5 ft. 5 in., cap size 7; gloves (new), size 7};
shoes §3. £30. Also khaki greatcoat (little worn),
£8. Service dress (worn), £4. Battle blousé and
skirt, £2. Box No. 2/54.

Wanted.—A.T.S. Service dress: bust 36 in.,
hips 40 in., waist 28 in., height 5 ft. 4 in. Box No.
1/54.

For Sale.—Officer’s barathea battledress, tailor-
made. Bust 36 in., inside sleeve 154 in., shoulder
to waist 18 in., hips 37 in., waist 27 in. Cost £20,
worn twice, will accept £8. Apply Mrs. Little,
Beacon Lodge, Penrith, Cumberland.

Two ex-officers would like partnership in small
business, .guest house, etc. Would any other ex-
Service women be interested ? Box No. 18/53.

Wanted.—Officer’s khaki service dress, tunic
and skirt. Height 5 ft. 8 in., bust 34 in., waist 27
in., hips 37 in. Reasonable. Box No. 3/54.

Forthcoming Marriage

MR. C. SCOTT, R.A,, anp MISS A. F. V.
SCUDAMORE, W.R.A.C.

The engagement is announced between Chris~
topher Scott, R.A., and Amoret Scudamore,
W.R.A.C., Gibraltar.
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LIST OF BRANCH SECRETARIES

When sending alterations to the Secretary please write out the complete entry in capital letters.

Adelaide.—Mrs. C. Hurren, 190 Torrens Road, Woodville, South Australia.

Ayrshire.—Miss J. Howie, 5 Alton Terrace, Monkton, Ayrshire.

Aberdeen.—Mrs. M. Wilson, 6 Crimon Place, Aberdeen.

Bath.—Mrs. Kennard, 2 Raby Place, Bath, Somerset.

Bedford.——Mrs. E. Hayman, 9 Cardington Road, Bedford.

Belfast.—Murs. P. Neilly, 382 Merville Garden Vlllage, Whitehouse, Belfast.

Birmingham.—Miss E. Udall, 84 Longmore Road, Shirley, Birmingham.

Bournemouth,—Miss J. Lunniss, “ Lamorna,” Stapeh111 Nr. Wimborne, Dorset.

Bradford.—Mrs. E, M. Suttle, 9 St. Anne’s Terrace, Baildon, Nr. Shipley, Yorks.

Brighton.—Miss J. A. Durndell, 38 Toronto Terrace, Brighton.

Bristol.—Miss K. M. Cottrell, 435 Fishponds Road, Fishponds, Bristol.

Canterbury.—Mus. R. Closier, 3 The Paddock, Upper Chantry Lane, Canterbury, Kent.

Cardiff.—Mrs. D. Rucknell, 11 Kyveilog Street, Cardiff, Glamorgan.

Carlisle.—Miss E. Wightman, 11 Orfeur Street, Carlisle, Cumberland.

Chelmsford.—Mrs. M. Bragg, 57 Byron Road, Chelmsford, Essex.

Chester.—R.S.M. C. M. Savage, M.B.E., W.R.A.C,, The Drill Hall, Volunteer Street, Chester.

Chesterfield.—Miss E. M. Cleary, 543 Chatsworth Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire.

Colchester.—Miss Manley, 118 St. Andrew’s Avenue, Colchester.

Derby.—Mrs. C. V. Neal, 41 Marjorie Road, Chaddesden, Derby.

Dumfries.—Miss A. Gibson, 93 Lockerbie Road, Dumfries.

Dundee.—Miss G. J. O’Hara, 283 Strathmore Avenue, Dundee.

East Africa.—Mrs. M. Ewing, P.O. Box 619, Nairobi, Kenya Colony.

Edinburgh.—Miss M. Cruikshank, 16 Roseburn Place, Edinburgh 12.

Glasgow.—Miss J. S. Clarke, 26 Lochbrae Drive, High Burnside, Rutherglen, Lanarkshire.

Gibraltar.—W.O. IT E. Mallard, W.R.A.C., 54 A.A. Regt. R.A., Windmill Hill, Gibraltar.

Harrow and Watford.—Mrs. D. Cormack, ¢ Highlea,” 52 Aldenham Avenue, Radlett, Herts.

Hartlepool.—Mrs. M. Jewell, 21 Whitfield Drive, Foggy Furze, West Hartlepool.

Hull.—Miss M. Redmore, 119 Westcott Street, Hull.

Ilford.—Mrs. Curtis, 293 Mawneys Road, Romford, Essex.

Ipswich and Suffolk.—Miss J. Brett, 403 Woodbridge Road, Ipswich, Suffolk.

Isle of Wight.—Miss P. Cleeter, ¢ The Waterfall,” The Esplanade, Bonchurch, I. of W.

Leeds.—Miss M, Miller, 9 St. Lawrence Close, Church Lane, Pudsey, Nr. Leeds. -

Liverpool.——Miss A. Hayward, 163 Greenhill Road, Liverpool 18.

London.—Mrs. Giles, 4 Arlington Drive, Carshalton, Surrey.

County of London.—Sgt. C. E. Memmott, W.R.A.C./T.A., ¢/o 327 (County of London) Battalion, W.R.A.C./T.A.
Duke of York’s H.Q., S.W.3.

Lanarkshire.—Miss Barclay Barr, Drumna, 117 Netherton Road, Wishaw, Lanarkshire.

Manchester.—Mrs. Yeomans, 51 Orchard Road, Northenden, Manchester.

Middle East Group A.T.S.—Miss C. B. Healey, Shermanbury Grange, Shermanbury, Nr. Horsham, Sussex.

Maidstone.—Miss N. Court, Isolation Hospital, Fant Lane, Maidstone, Kent.

Newbury.—Miss C. Rashbrook, 5 Chesterfield Road, Newbury.

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Miss M. Addison, 56 Haig Avenue, Whitley Bay, Northumberland.

Norfolk.—Mrs. L. W. Chilvers, 2 King’s Head Terrace, Great Witchingham, Norfolk.

Omagh.—Miss L. Ladyman, c/o The Residency, Omagh, Co. Tyrone.

Oxford.—Miss J. M. Cleaver, 49 Marston Street, Oxford.

Portsmouth.—Mrs. Prior, 16 Holmfield Avenue, Farecham, Hants.

Peterborough.—Miss L. Beeken, 42 East Street, Crowland, Lincs.

Preston.—Miss M. Harris, 37 Raikes Road, Preston, Lancashire.

Plymouth.—Mrs. O. Foster, 2 Notte Street, Plymouth,

Ross-on-Wye.—Mrs. B. M. Mason, “ Rogarth,” Pengraig, Ross-on-Wye.

Reading.—Miss E. B. Ridley, 4 Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading.

Salisbury.—Mius. E. Pearce, 4 The Mount, Elm Grove Road, Salisbury.

Southern Ireland.—Miss S. Mellon, 70 Brighton Square, Rathgar, Dublin.

Seaford.—Mrs. Patterson, 29 Vicarage Walk, Seaford, Sussex.

Southampton.—Miss J. B. Revell, 31 Keble Road, Chandler’s Ford, Hants.

Southend.—Mrs. T. Johnston, 48 Claremont Road, Westcliff-on-Sea.

Staffordshire North.—Mrs. H. Clough, 3 Eleanor View, Newcastle, Staffs.

Sleaford.—Mrs. B. Futter, Red House, Fleet Road, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincs.

St. Leonards-on-Sea.—Miss N. Osler, 21 Stockleigh Road, St. Leonards-on~Sea, Sussex.

Sheffield.—Miss D. Olivant, 87 King Street, Knutsford, Cheshire.

Teeside.—Miss C. Humble, 76 Leven Road, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees.

Tunbridge Wells.—C.S.M. Nairne, T.A. Centre, St. John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells.

Wimbledon.~—Miss C. Samuda, 25 Wordsworth Drive, Cheam, Surrey.

Wolverhampton.—Mrs. A. B. Dand, 39 .Aldersley Road, Tettenhall, Wolverhampton, Staffs.

York.—Miss L. Kidson, 11 Holly Terrace, Fulford Road, York.
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I Ind. Coy.—W.Q. I Van Os, Redford Cavalry Barracks, Colinton, Edinburgh.

2 Ind. Coy.—W.Q. 1I Bell, Venning Barracks, Donnington, Shropshire.

3 Ind, Coy.—L/Cpl. M. B, Elrick, School of A.A. Artillery, Manorbier, Nr. Tenby.

4 Ind. Coy.—Sgt. I. T. Friend, G.H.Q., FARELPF, c/o G.P.O., Singapore.

6 Ind. Coy.—Sgt. M. E. Greeves, H.Q. Southern Command, Salisbury.

7 Ind. Coy.—W.0. II K. M. McManus, H.Q. Southern Command, Salisbury.

8 Ind. Coy.—W.0. II C. Pilgrom, H.Q. Southern Command, Salisbury.

9 Ind. Coy.—W.O0. II J. Wiffen, Fugglestone Camp North, Wilton, Nr. Salisbury.
10 Ind. Coy.—Mandora Hutments, Hope Grants Road, Aldershot.
11 Ind. Coy.—W.O. II F. Hardwick, Chilwell, Beeston, Notts.
12 Ind. Coy.—2/Lt. C. R. Mordaunt, Menage Lines, Old Infantry Bks., Canterbury, Kent.
13 Ind. Coy.—L1. K. J. O’Keefe, Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn, Co. Antnm
15 Ind. Coy.~W.0. II 1. M. Butterfield, cjo 18 Trg. Bde. R.A., Park Hall Camp, Oswestry.
16 Ind. Coy.—Sgt. N. Richards, Wolverley Camp, dedenmnster, Worcs.

17 Ind. Coy.—P. & E.E., New Ranges, Shoeburyness.

21 Ind. Coy.—W.0O. II Dunn, 13 Rutland Gate, London, S.W.7
25 Ind. Coy.—W.0. II G. M. Cook, “ Cloverlands,” Newdlgate Lane, Kimberley, Notts.
26 Ind. Coy.—2/Lt. V. N, Fawcett-Barry, “ Highfield,” Carpenders Park, Nr. Watford, Herts.
22 Ind. P1.—S/Sgt. D. M. McDonald, H.Q. Land Forces, Hong Kong.
24 Ind. P1.—Sgt. M. Trinnick, P.O. Box 4000, Nairobi, Kenya.
2§ Ind. PL—Sgt. Trendall, Abercorn Barracks, Ballykinlar Camp, Co. Down.
3 Bn.—W.0. I C. M. Savage, M.B.E., Catterick Camp, Yorks.
12 Bn.—W.0, Il Andrews, Richmond Park Camp, Kingston, Surrey.
14 Bn.—Sgt. P. Gilbey, H.Q. Northern Army Group, B.A.O.R. 1
- 1 A.A, (M.) Sig. Regt.—W.0O. II Carney, Orsett Camp, Orsett, Essex.
2 AA. (M) Sig. Regt.—W.O. 1T A. Newton, Barrosa Barracks, Stanhope Lines, Aldershot, Hants.
3 A.A, Gp.—S/Sgt. McNeil, Riccarton House, Currie, Midlothian, Scotland.
4 A.A. Gp.—Capt. V. Emblow, 4 A.A. (M.) Signal Regt., Peninsula Barracks, Warrington, Lancs.
5 A.A. (M.,) Sig. Regt.—W.0. II Burford, Burniston Barracks, Scarborough, Yorks.
46 (M) H.ALA, Regt., R.A.—W.0. 11 Pilgrim, Hobbs Barracks, Lingfield, Surrey.
. N.LD. (M.) Sig. Regt.—2/Lt. Page, Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn, Co. Antrim.
Scottish Comd. (M) Sig. Regt.—Capt. Rushton, Glencorse Barracks, Milton Bridge, Midlothian.
Southern Comd. (M.) Sig. Regt.—Sgt. K. Russell, H.Q. Southern Command, Salisbury.
School of Instruction.—W.O. I F. ]J. Hadley, Huron Camp, Hindhead, Surrey.
Depot.—W.0. I Ashworth, M.B.E., Queen Elizabeth Camp, Guildford, Surrey.
Staff College.—Frimley Park, Frimley, Nr. Aldershot, Hants.
6 Bn.—W.0. I K. M. Holmes, W.R.A.C. Camp, G.H.Q., M.E.L.F. 17
321 (Ulster) Bn. W.R.A.C./T.A.—W.O. I H, Bell, Thxepval Barracks, Llsbum, Co. Antrim.
455 (M.) HLA.A. Regt. (Kent), T.A.—C.S.M. Nairne, T.A. Centre, St. John's Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
54 A.A, Regt., RA.—C.S.M. E. Mallard, Windmill Hill, Gibraltar.

Note.—Where the secretary’s name has not been notified the address only is given. Will Officers Commanding units
please check this list and notify the Secretary (NOT the Editor) of any. inaccuracies.

Births

GUMBEL.—On October 17, to Muriel (J.
Comd. Glyn), wife of Walter Gumbel (ex-Lt.-Col.),
a daughter (Elizabeth Anne). Present address:
15 Ovington Square, S.W.3.

LEEMING.—On September 16, to Peggy (nee
Green, Major, W.R.A.C., retired), wife of Capt.
John Heys Leeming, a daughter (Susan Margaret).
Present address: 178 Whitby Road, Eastcote,
Middlesex.

TINDAL-CARILL-WORSLEY.—On Novem-
ber 23, at Military Hospital, Gibraltar, to Rosemary
(nee Davidson, Captain, W.R.A.C.), wife of Lt.-
Col. P. G. N. Tindal-Carill-Worsley, R.A., a son
(Mark). Present address: 47 Europa Road,
Gibraltar.

Marriages
SABEY-THOMAS.—On October 3, at Singa-
pore Cathedral, James C. Sabey to Clare Thomas
(Lieutenant, W.R.A.C., Gibraltar Branch). Present

address: c/o J. C. Sabey, Esq., Police H.Q., Bluff
Road, Kuala Lumpar, Selanga, Malaya.

TAYLOR—CHANCE.—QOn November 28, in
London, Harold Charles Harker Taylor to Celia
Mabel, youngest daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Geoffrey Chance of Stourton, Worcs., and a J.
Comd., A.T.S.

Deaths

FISHER.—QOn November 4, suddenly, Leah M.
Fisher, ex-Q.M.A.A.C. and A.T.S., member of the
Birmingham Branch.

FOSTER.—At her home in Liverpool, on
October 22, after a long illness which she fought
with great courage, Eleanor Mary Foster, aged 34
years. Ex-Sergeant, W.R.!‘}.C.

HARRIS.—On March 28, Marjorie Harris, wife
of Rev. Robert Harris. Ex-A.T.S., Wembley.

ROGERS.—On October 24, Winifred Rogers,
ex-Q.M.A.A.C., member of London Branch.

WELSFORD.—On October 17, Evelyn Janie
Welsford, M.B.E., of Combe Cottage, Porlock, late
Q.M.AA.C.
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