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NO REGRETS FROM THE EDITOR

This is grand! There s no room for me to
do more than congratulate you all, thank
you for vour good wishes, and ask you to
KEEP IT UP,

ep—

HEADQUARTERS REPORT

FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

The Council Meeting held on Wednesday,
Septernber 21st, was of special interest.
Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan was in the
Chair with the following 18 members
present:—Mrs, Richard Addis (our new Edi-
tor who was especially welcomed), Miss
Billington, Miss Clark, Miss Davy, R.S.M.
AL Glass, Mrs. Grundy, Chief Commander B.
Harvie-Anderson, Miss Ireland, Mrs, May-
hew, Mrs. Powell, Mrs. Pratt-Barlow, Subal-
tern R, Pryse, Migs Saunders, Senior
Commiander The Viscountess Swinton,
Senior Commander E. Walker, Miss
M. Slee, Hon. Treasurer and Mrs.
Johnston, General Secretary. Apolo-
gies for absence were received from Chief
Controller L. V., Whateley, who was away
from London, Senior Controller G. H. Fraser
rvytler and Miss Turner, both away on leave,
Miss Bilbrough on account of illness, Lady
Apsley and Mrs. Rumbold. The Council were
very sorry to receive C.8S.M. Kemp’s resigna-
tioen and appreciated her nice letter. C.S.M.
Kemp has been posted to Blackdown and
cannot, therefore, attend the Meetings.

At the Meeting held in July it had been
agreed unanimously that Miss R. Worthing-
ton-Evans and Miss E. Lethbridge, joint
Secretaries of the Duchess of Northunmber-
land’s Comforts Fund for the A.T.S., be
elected Honorary members in recognition of
their great help and interest. The Chairman
had the pleasure of telling the Meeting that
Miss Worthington-Evans and Miss Leth-
-bridge were delighted at being made mem-
bers of the Association and thus having the
opportunity of keeping in touch with the
Service in which they take so great an
interest.

The Treasurer’s Report gave the Meeting
a tremendous surprise and thrill as it will
all members who read the following extract
from it:—** Fhe month of August is usually
one of financial stagnation, but on this
occasion it has proved the high light of the
financial year. During last month I received
from a donor, who wishes to remain anony-

ANONYMOUS GIFT OF £1,000 TO
COMRADES ASSOCIATION

The wonderful present of ONE THOUSAND
POUNDS has bheen given to the Comrades
Association by a friend who wishes to
remain anonymous. You can read about it
in the H.Q. Report, but we would tike to
take this opportunity of thanking the Donor
on behalf of all readers of the ‘* Gazette.”

(Continued from previous columm.)

mous, a gift of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS to
the funds of the Association for use in what-
ever way Council may decide. This splen-
did gift is rendered doubly valuable as the
donor places no restriction on the dispersal
of the capital sum, and is willing that the
whole or any part of it should be used, if
considered desirable, for immediate post-
war activities.”

It was proposed by the Chairman and
carried unanimously that the cordial thanks
of the Council he conveyed to the anony-
mous donor for the munificent gift.

After which the members had the very in-
teresting task of studying the designs sent
in for the Poster and Badge Competition.
There were three designs for a Poster, two
of special interest and seven designs for
the Badge, some of which were beautifully
executed.

Council were of the opinion that sufficient
time had not heen allowed for the competi-
tion as ex-Service women living abroad and
members of the A.T.S, serving overseas had
not had an opportunity of sending in de-
signs. It was therefore proposed by Mrs.
Pratt-Barlow, seconded by Senior Com-
mander Walker and carried unanimously,
that the closing date for the Competition,
for Posters and Badges, be postponed until
MONDAY, JANUARY 15th, 1945,

A letter from Mr. Birrell, Secretary of the
British Legion, with regard to the possibility
of establishing Homes for physically in-
capacitated and ex-Service men and women,
was read. The scheme was highly com-
mended.

In order to save postage, will all members
of the Council please note that the next Meet-
ing of Council has been fixed for Saturday.
November 25th, at 2.30 p.m,, at Lancaster
Gate, London, W.2. Agendas will he posted
to members, as usual, ten days before the
Meeting,

THE NEW BADGE

Such excellent desgns have come in for
both the badge and the poster that the
competition is being kept open until
JANUARY 15th, 1945, t0 give people overseas
a chance to compete. Members nearer home
may also have found time short in this
pbusy summer so here is their opportunity
100

1. A Comrades, Association Badge to he
worn by members,

2, A Poster.

The aim-of the Poster should be to depict
the scope of the Comrades’ Association and
its value to serving personnel after de-
mobilisation.

The competition is- open to all serving
or ex-Service personnel.

Prizes have been offered in both sections.

In order to help those who do not know
the objects of the Comrades Agsociation,
thie following extract Is given from the
leaflet:  Experience has - shown that there
is a great bond of friendliness hetween
those who served together. They want to
meet, they are quick to help each other.
Their comradeship gives pleasure in good
times, it affords help and comfort in days
of illness or hardship, it is waiting if your
work takes you to a strange town. The
Association exists to keep those who have
served in toueh with. one another and to
deal as a representative body with the
things that an individual canmot handle
alone.”

All designs should be addressed to:—
The General Secretary,
QM.AA.C. & AT.S. Comrades Association,
82, Lancaster Gate,

London, W.2.

SERVICE WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT FUND

The Hon. Secretary has to thank Miss
Howson, of Norfolk, for the very nice
parcel of clothing she sent. Unfortunately,
there is no place at 82, Lancaster Gate.
where clothing can be kept so the parcel
was passed to Miss L. Saunders, Secretary
of London Branch Comforts Fund, who was
good enough to distribute the ecomtents be-
tween four families where the husbands are

serving as well as sons. Most appreciative
\letters have been received,
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ATYS. WITH THE BRITISH
LIBERATION ARMY

The first A.T.S. on the Normandy beach-
head had, by the middle of August, settled
in to their camp and were hard at work.
After their arrival most of them spent their
Arst day in France on duty in their offices—
large tents in adjacent flelds. Within twelve
hours the clerks were taking dictation and
typing out letters and orders as calmly and
efficiently as if they were still in England.
The Army officers, some of whom had been
in Normandy several weeks, were delighted
to see their A.T.S. again, all of whom had
been senti to France by special request of
their branches.

After breakfast on the first morning the
A.T.S. Officer, Subaltern Margaret Marshall,
and her senior N.C.O.s, Staff Sergeant
McClymont and Sergeants Loe and Mundy,
piled into a jeep and set off on a tour of the
camp. The A.T.S. lines are in the middle
- of the camp area so that none of the girls
are more than two or three fields away from
their work: The auxiliaries were confined
to barracks for their first day or two and
theéy spent their off duty time unpacking
their kit, washing their “ smalls” and ex-
perimenting with their tommy cookers.
They were able, however, to make their first
acquaintance of the French people because
the .camp area contains farms where. the
residents are still carrying on. French
tarmhands drive round the camp at intervals
in a donkey cart to milk the cows which are
tethered in the fields.

Soldiers, including pioneers and sappers
had worked at full pressure to prepare a
real “ luxury ” camp in what had been a
fleld of thistles four days before the arrival
of the A.T.S. Two large marquees had been
put up as sleeping quarters, and smaller
tents are being used as sergeants’ and
officers’ lines, and as the company office.
One spare tent has been fitted as the ironing
room. Drinking water and electric light are
laid on. Hot water is provided by a stove
and showers were put in as soon as possible.
" The A.T.S. are still ini the same high spirits
ini- which they landed on the beach. They
were thrilled by being so near the front line
and pleased with the comfort of the camp
a5 they had expected to rough it at first.

Mail began to arrive at the camp fairly
soon after the girls landed, one girl actually
received a letter while still in convoy.

A further 1,000 A.T.S, are already mobil-
iged for services with the B.L.A, and a larger
~ontingent left shortly afterwards.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT

For the benefit of our new members who
may not know thai the Annual General
Meeting of the Association is held on the
last Saturday in February each year, we
would like to announce that:—

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - of
QO.M.A.A.C. and A.T.S. COMRADES ASSO-
CIATION = will be. held on SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 24th, 1945, in LONDON.

Let us hope that all the lights will be up
by then!

| from Great Britain,

P.S.K. AND ATS.

By Irena Wachlowska

The following is a dranslated extract from
an article written in the Polish women’s
monthly paper called “Ochotniczka,” which
is their word for an ‘ auxiliary.” The pro-
duction of this paper has really been a
marvel of achievement because they have

written, collected and proofed all the
material themiselves, and it has been
printed in their mobile printing

press
wherever they have been, and distridduted
‘amongst their members in all the scafttered
units, where the minutest fragment of
Polish reading matter is as welcome as
water in the desert. K.

Two sister military organisations, the
Pomocnicza Sluzba Kobiet (P.S.X.) and the
Auxiliary Territorial Service, have one
important aim in common* to aid in attain-
ing victory. We did not have to be taught |
this, it is known by every conscious and in-/
telligent woman, regardliess of nationality,
race or descent, Only a united effort of
will power and energy can be of use in
war. The British women understood this
and based their organisation on it.

Our women were similarly organised in
the Women’s Military Cadet Organisation,
and they were trained for the same type
of duties. The unexpectedly quick war 01:
1939 in Poland did not permit the full ex-
pansion and use of this organisation and

after the oceupation of the country our
duties were of an entirely different
character.

The A.T.S. on their own ground could
continue the formation and training of
their units in a country that was free,
though heavily hit by war.

When a new Polish army started to be

other officers and N.C.O.s, trained and re-
cruited from all the many mnationalities in
#he Middle East.

Wilen we first arrived on the counse we
were met with curiosity. Many blue British
and black eyes looked at us. We were able
to converse in several common languages
and without any difficulty we spoke to each
other. We felt wonderful. The training
started with English drill, which seemed
funny to us at first, but later as we got
accustomed to it we found that we liked its
rhythm. Lectures on several subjects opened
to us the secrets of A.T.S. organisation,
gave us a view «of many military matters.
The A.T.S. by that time were well or-
ganised, regulated, united. This uniformity
giruck me later when visiting some A.T.S.
camps. These camps are built comfortably,
even when they consist of tents dug in the
sand. They all have a large canfeen and
a nice mess room, one of the A.T.S. sub-
alterns being entirely responsible for it.

The A.T.S. girls are working in male
units, but the discipline is ' in the hands
of their own officers and these women have
the power of command over the girls. They
are working in many flelds, their aim is
to replace a soldier wherever possible. They
are not allowed in fleld units, although
probably miany girls are anxious to fight
the enemy direct, When wondering why the
A.T.S. are not trained in small arms weé
were told that the women’s duties are mani-
fold and though the blood may be calling
the other duties have to be carried out
as well,

The A.T.S. girls are working with a smile
and good humour. They are quiet and well
balanced, knowing that thelr families are
in a strongly defended country and receiv-
ing letters often from their relatives.
Different with us, where each girl has
somehody waiting here or there, somebody

formed in Russia, we Polish women volun-
teered as well, ready to carry and take |
over the heavy duties of the common war. ]
We were not able to start from the begin-
ning, forming, training and organising our
nunits; we had to start right there where
we were most needed, the training and the
organisation being carried out at the same
time. We passed through different coun-
tries, climates, frontiers—all the time wiork-
ing, cementing our organisation, training
our girls. After every big move, when ‘we
stopped to rest for any length of time, we
always restarted and continued our pre-
parations for the last march. The rests did
not mean for us relaxation—on the con-
trary, double intensity, double work.

Tt was on one of these rests we first met
the A.T.S. We had to -pass through an
officer’s training course, and it was speci-
ally organised for us at the A T.S. Training
Depot in the Middle Fast. After the first
meetings, we went to a beautiful” camp to
discuss the programme and dates. The
camp, situated amongst trees and gardens,
lonked hospitable and friendly, and as we
got to know this camp better we found how
well it was organised and by women alone.
The Command, administration, training,
medical care, all in the hands of women.
The initial work had been done by a very
small cadre of A.T.S. officers and N.C.O.s
and after the first

course the cadre had been enlanged by

whio fights, somebody who waits or possibly
does not wait any more. We have, there-
fore, to call more on our wills and energy!

There are some basic differences bemweeri
the A T.S. and P.SX. The AT.S, is one of
the Services and so an integral part of the
British Forces and their represenatives are
treated accordingly The ranks are substan-
tive in war time, and can only be lost by
disciplinary action or in connection with a
posting to another appointment holding a
lJower rank. The British soldiers under-
gtand it and treat the auxiliaries as their
comrades; their ranks are the same as their
iown, their training similar though
shorter and non-combatant.

Education and civil occupation alone do
not qualify an auxiliary for a commission.
The training of an officer is equally divided
into training and observation of the can-
didate, her organising abilities, her powers
of command, her character, her approach
to other girls and even her appearance.
There is close collabaration between A.T.S.
officers, N.C.0.s and girls but they live at a
distance when off duty. They always have
separate rooms, they have separate messes
and clubs. In one camp I visited there was
only one A.T.S. subaltern in the camp, but
she had her own tent and bath and she took
her meals alone, Possibly it was not very
pleasant, and jt must have been wvery
lonely for her, but according to A.T.S.
regulations no other solution was possihle.
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WHO 1S THE SENDER?

on ‘Tuesday, September 26th, a letter
arrived for the Editor with the postmark
DERBY, 3.46 p.m, September 25th, 1944. The
envelope contained a blank envelope care-
tully gummed down containing a Postal
Order, F3/48 414007, value 5s., with the post
office stamp of Castle Donnington, Septem-
ber 25th, 1944, The sender had not given
her name or address and the Postal Order
is therefore being kept until the member
who posted it sends her name. This should
be.sent to the General Secretary. Will mem-
pbers please note that subscriptions should

NOT he sent to the Editor, they should be
sent to the GENERAL SECRETARY,
0Q.M.A.A.C, and A.T.S. Comrades Associa-
tion, 82, Lancaster Gate, London, W.2, who
will send a receipt and pass the subscrip-
iion to the Hon, Treasurer.

And another point. If the Gazette should
fail to reach any member who has paid her
subscription, she should NOT write to the
Editor, as the Gazettes are sent out from
Headquarters Office, 82, Lancaster Gate, W.2.
Her letter should be addressed to the GEN-
ERAL SECRETARY who will deal with the
matier at once.

BRANCH

In July, only seven members met ag the
club, but we were delighted to have two of
the A.T.S. with us, whom we had met be-
fore, at the home of Miss Cocksedge. We
enjoyed our evening together, and had
cakes and tea, and a real good argument
on various subjects. Gwen, one of our
A T.S. girls, was miost interesting to listen
to. She certainly had her own views about
all the topics we discussed, but she knew
whiet she was talking about all righf, and
we thoroughly enjoyed listening to young
ideas, about so many diverse subjects,
which ranged from: the war to Gracie Fields
and then on to the Duke of Windsor amd
back again to the war. Then August; eight
members were present this time, which is
really good. considering that these two
months are holiday months. Miss Julian
and Miss Fieldhouse did not forget us, and
we were all delightted to receive a telegram
from themy at the beginning of the meeting,
sending their igreetings and best wishes
from Cornwall. We chatted happily to-
gether and had tea and sandwiches, cakes
:and pastries, each one contributing to the
little homely feast. Then it was time to
~catch our various buses. Always the last
ones, as we stay just as long as we possibly
can, and we each qne wen{ home with a
bag of Miss Cocksedge’s home-grown pears

tucked underneath our arms. A gift we
appreciated very 'mwuch, and which we
enjoyed later, E. WARD.

BRISTOL AND WEST OF ENGLAND

In spite of transport difficulties we man-
aged to get together on the 15th July, when
we met for tea at the Cosy Cafe, Bristol.

‘We were delighted to have Mrs. Cheese-
man with us again, after a spell of illness.
She - was looking better, though there is
still room: for improvement.

We were delighted to welcome Mrs, Hay-
don, who has recently lefi the A.T.S., and
we are hoping she will join us on future
nccasions.

_'We are very glad to have three new mem-

hers—Miss A. V. Anrdew, Miss L. L. E.
Hobbs and Mrs. D. I. H. Symons—and are
hoping to meet them shorily.

Our next meeting will probably be

Bath, during September,
. Our friends in Southern England, in the
track wof the fly-bomb, are continually in
our thoughts and we would extend our
sympathy to those whio have suffered loss
and damage. May this menace very soon
be a thing of the past. B. M.

in

REPORIS

EDINBURGH AND EAST OF SCOTLAND

At our August meeting we had the plea-
sure of a visit from our President, Miss
Alice Low. There was a good turn-out of
members t0 meet her. Mrs. Whiteford
brought wlong a visitor from the- South,
Mrs. Woods (May Hall), and Miss Cairns
came to rejoin the Branch after a long
absence.

In June, Queen Marie of Yugoslavia
visited the Elsie Inglis Memorial Hospital
here, when Miss S, P. Morrison, a member
of Edinburgh Branch, was presented to
Her Majesty. Miss Morrison was with the
unit in Malta and in Serbia from 1915—1917.
Queen Marie said that the Serbian people
do mot forget the noble work carried on by
the Scoftish Women's Hospital in Serbia.
Misg Morrison joined the Q.M.A.A.C., in
London in 1917, serving in Newcastle and
Inverness. -

We do mnot meet as frequently these
days, but it is good o know that the
Women’s United Services’ Club, now taken
over by the Y.W.C.A,, is so much appre-
ciated by our sister Services. They are full
of praise for the Y.W.C.A. and their
helpers, and like the homely atmosphere of
the club. They only wish they had more
sleeping accommodation, which is so hard
to find these days. G. D. H.
ILFORD

Our July meeting +was held at Mrs, Spaul’s
and ook the form of a whist drive and sale.
Mrs, Spaul and her friends had worked
very hiard to make it a success. We had
nine tables fior whist, but unfortunately like
our English climatg the afternoon was a
weft one s0 ithe drive (hiad |bo be in the
house instead of in lthe garden, as ‘Spaul
had arranged. We were pleased to 'wel-
come several soldiers from the local ‘hos-
pital, who had been invited for the wfter-
noon. I think they all enjoyed themselves
and one gave a hearty vote of thanks for
the pleasure it had given them. I was sorry
miore of Ilford Branch ‘members did not
turn up to help wwell the numbers, but some
were away and Mrs. Smith, who should
have been part hostess with iSpaul, was un-
able to come owing to the illness of her
daughter. She has to go into a sanitorium,
but we wish her a speedy recovery. The
proceeds of our aftermoon brought the sum
raised to £12 6s. Half of tthe proceeds were
given to Dr. Barnardo’'s Home and the other
half to the Mission to Seamen. Please do
not doubt the figures. We thought we would
aim at £10, but when the money was all

counted it reached the sum stated. ¢ Well
done, Spaul,” we do thank you for all the
hard work you put into this to make it
such @ success. A very mice letter has been
received fromy the Mission to Seamen. ~No
meeting was held during August as two
were held in July. The September meeting
was held at my house, when six members
came along, and we had a very happy time,
Mrs. Thomas has lefi her warstime work,
and amused us with the work and her
account of experiences. Our next meeting
will be on Saturday, Wh October, at Ford’s,
at Ilford.

I was very fortunate to be able to go
to “‘Oversea’” the week after the ban had
been lifted and took a friend with me, We
had a very nice four days there and enjoyed
it. I should like to pass on our thanks to
Miss Taylor for the way she has carried on
and kept * Oversea ™ in such a good con-
dition. Her job has not been easy, for
when one sees the damage that has been
done quite near we know. she must have
had some very awful times. We are grate-
ful and wish we could go there more offen.

, PADDY PARKER.
LONDON :

London Branch held @ Bring and Buy
Sale in-aid of Branch Funds on the 16th
September. An excellent attendance caused
keem competition for the purchase of goods
on sale and the sum of £3 7s. 6d. was raised.
The Commifttee thank all who conrithuted
to the success of the venture, and to the
help given by the sellers. ¢

SPECIAL EVENT.—A Beetle Drive will
be held on Saturday, 18th November, at 2.45
prompt. Donations of 1s. per head will he
given to Branch Funds. Organiser, Miss
Bilbrough. Gifts of suitable prizes will be
greatly appreciated and should be sent or
handed in to the Club, 5, Buckingham
Gate, and marked with the name of giver,
and these will be acknowledged in the
December *‘ Gazefte.” A T.S. of Active Ser-
vice Branch are especially invited to come
along and bring their friends—make it a
good mixed Battery, but instead of
Doodle Bugs—it will be Beetles. Tea will
be available at popular prices. ‘

SPECIAL NOTICE. — The 24th Annusl
General Meeting of London Branch will be
held at the Service Women's Club, 5, Buck-
ingham Gate, S.W.1, on Saturday, 16th
December, at 3 pm. In accordance - with
the agreement at the 1939 Annual Meeting
no elections have been held sinee then, but
the ~Committee feel that the time has
arrived for nominations to be made. - The
Committee hope that you will make a note
of the date of the Meeting and suppori the
work .of the Branch by attending and
putting forward suggestions for the future
activities of same. The present Committee
consist of the following Members, who are
all willing to stand for re-election.

Hon, Treasurer—Miss D, Hayward.

Hon. Secretary—Mrs. B. Mayhew,

Asst. Hon, Sec.-—-Miss W, Binks,

Committee Members

Mrs. Eager, Mrs. Courage, Miss Rogers,
Mige D. Porter, Miss Hannen, Miss L. Samn-
ders, Miss Billington, Miss Bilbrough,

All nominations should reach the Secre-
tary at 25, Denmark Awvenue, Wimbledon,
S.W.19, by 10th December, 1944, - 'Will Mem-
bers please ascertain whether the Member
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is willing to stand before sending in the
nomination,

Nomuinations are also required for Coumeil
Representatives, The four following Mem-
bers are at present serving on Councii and
are willing to stand again:—

Miss Bilbrough, Miss Saunders, Miss W.
Binlks, Mrs., B, Mayhew.

AGENDA,

1. Minutes of the 23rd Anmual General, - -
: ¢ jthe Misses Newberry and brother omutside,

1 and repaired 40 the restaurant above for an

Meeting.
2. Matters arising from the Minutes,
3. Honorary Secretary’s Report.
4. Honorary Treasurer’s Report.
5. Report of Ilford Sub-Branch.
6. Report of (a) Wool Comforts Fund;
(b) Knitting for Merchant Navy.
7. Election of 1945 Committee:—
{a) To elect Honorary Secratary
(b) To elect Asst. Hon. Secretary.
(¢} To elect Honorary Treasurer,
(d) To elect Commitiee.
8. To elect Represeniatives on Head-
guarters Council
9. To discuss fulure Activities,
10. Any wother Business.
Fature BReunions: November 18th at 2.30
p.m. December 16th, at 2,30 p.m.
Nextt Committee Meeting: Saturday, 16th
December, 1944, at 2.30 p.m.
B. MAYHEW, Homn. Secretary.

FINAL COMFORTS REPORT,
SEPTEMBER, 1944,

I must apologise for not sending in this
report before but with the flying-bomb sea-
son jn full swing and the planning of
evacuation for literally thousands of child-
ren, vy time has been fully occupied.

Thie last parcel was sent off in May and
the following letter was received from the
Welfare Officer thanking us for the gar-
ments:—

Dear Miss Saunders,—May I, on behalf of
the personnel of this Baitalion, thank you
and your lady helpers for the 55 pairs of
socks you have g0 kindly sent along,

H. V. MORRISH, Lieut.,

Bn, Welfare Officer, The Middlesex Regt.

Our final total was 1,010, comprising 734
pairs of socks, 25 pullovers, 150 pairs of
mitts, 31 pairs of gloves, 49 scarves, 20
helmets and our mow fanwus Knee caps.

The balance of my petty cash account of
£1 195, 7d. has been sent to the Treasurer
and this with the balance of the Wool Fund
o! £10 10s, 4d., leaves us with a fotal of
£12 9s. 11d. in hand. .

My warmest thanks are due to those
comrades who have so loyally supported
‘the effort. I was grieved beyond measure
to hear of the death through enemy action
ol one of the best of my knitters—Miss Pitt,
She would always find time to take wool
to knit for the regiment., She with other
Service personnel are indeed of the ** Salt
of the earth.”

Thank you all for helpimg to keep our
promise of 1,000 garments and * Good luck
10 the mext gffort ”—* The Merchant Navy.”

LOUISE SAUNDERS.
NORFOLK

Some of our branch members spent a
very enjoyable half-day in Norwich on
July 24th. Five of them—The Misses West
" and MeDermott, Mesdames Pastow, Selvage

and Chilvers—net at Thorpe Station at
215 pan. After greotings, it was decided
%0 take o bus into the city to 4 cinema. A
huppy affernoon was spent at the Hay-
warket. U JPyginalion,” the main picure,
was a good chioice—bothr for those that had
not seen it previously and others who had,

| and the supporting hun and the News reel

were interesting, $00.
At the end of the prograimne, they et

appetising meal of bacon, potatoes apd
colfee—reminiscent wf Service days and
jaunts on  precious half-holidays, The
restaurant closing at 7.30 p.an., members
sauntered round the old Casile Meadow—
now very up to date with its wide road and
pedesirian crossings—to the Royal Hotel,
where the last half-hour was spent in the
ainpty lounge, Members were able to toast
The O.C,A.,, The Branch, Absent Friends,
and Serving Members, in tle lnodern style,
It was regrefitable that Miss Howson could
nof be present owing 1o business, and Mrs.
Rumbold, due to evacuee friends.

Buses and tfrains leaving ai 8.40 p.m,, we
were obliged to part early, but all agreed
that we had spent a few very happy hours
together, in spite of the war.

The Secretary has recently received two
lefters from Molly Howes in Kenya Colony.
Her health is still far from good, but she
was going to the coasy for a holiday, so
we trust the breezes will prove beneficial.
It is only a small journey of 360 miles to
the coast! Recently a ledter luas comne from
Mrs, Robinson  (Sinith, Winmereaux),
who has been ill for 16 weeks. Although
gteadily improving, she s to take life very
slowly, going one pace at a time—hard
work for her, I'm Sure those that know
her will agreel The jetier also contains
news of Golding (Wimereux), who was
in Torbay Hospital, undengoing an opera-
tion to the eyes. We hope that this has
proved suceessful., Also of Nora While
(Wimereux II), who is siill having treut-
nent for her hrarrd. She fell on u broken
boidtle at Christmas, 1942, We look forward
to hearing of the success of her latest
treatinent, Mrs, Stubbins (Kettle Wimereux
II) has been spending a holiday at Thet-
ford, and has now returned home to Cam-
bridge.

K possible another afternovn meeting
will be arranged in the near future, mem-
bers being notified individually,

L. W. CHILVERS.

NORTH STAFFS

I am afraid that there is nolling very
active bo report from the Branch this month,
Most of the members have been busy on
their own account, Mns, Smith had bottled
about 500 jars of fruit last time I saw der,
This keeps her restaurant supplied with
fruit in the winter. These of us who had
the delicious fruit salad at our last Christ-
mas party will look forward to a repeti-
tion of the same—we hopel She has also
had a boy evacuee staying with her, as
well as her own two boys home for the
holidays. |

Our next meeting is on Monday, October
2nd, when we hope to have a social even-
ing af the Nell Gwynne Restaurant. Our
meetings are now held on the first Monday
in the month—and we should be pleased fo

see uny inembers of the Comrades’ Asgocia-
tion who are stationed in ithe district on
that evening at 6.30 p.m. H. CLOUGH.

NOTTINGHAM

Since my last contribution to dthe
“Gazette” we have had a few changes.
Joysit, of J Company, A.T.S., has been
transferred further North, We all miss her
and wish her God-speed. We have been
pleased 40 welcome visitors, Mrs. G.
Williams, of Liondon Branch, who is stay-
ing a few weeks in Nottingham; Miss Mar-
shall, who undfortunately has been de-
miobbed through ill-health; Miss Muriel
Walsh, who spent a week with me, We
were able to contact Miss Susie Stokes, of
Swansea, who was visiting one ©f our
members, Miss Enid Gott. We had a very
enjoyable reunion. Our lalest member,
Mrs, Gerrigh (late A/T.8.), brought her
small son, Michael. Mrs, Tippet brought
her wee grandson. The babies stole the
day, which is not surprising as they are
both so aftractive. We were pleased 1o see
Freda Calvert, who had jusi left hospital
after a mionth’s treatment. We all gincerely
hope that you will feel some improvement,
Freda, and #hat you will soon be restored
o full health.

Once again we of the Nottingham Branch
have been represented at a luncheon meet-
ing of e National Council of Women when
a most interesting talk was given on Inter-
natiomal Affairs as pertaining to women
under stress of war and in the occupied
counrites, These glimpses of confinuous
women’s activities are enthralling and
make us realise the scope of the world fo
which we belong and in which we, as ex-
Service women, must play our part.

There have been two outings for the
members; one to Derbyshire, where tea was
obtained in some beautiful ornamental
gardens. The second was to Nuthall, 40 a
farm belonging to a brother of one of our
eXx-Wraf members. Tea on the lawn, and
Stirland, the ex-Wraf mentioned, is a
wizard in the way in which she makes a
wardtime table appear pre-war.

Our thoughts still go out to our Comrades
in the South and elsewlhere, where one
lives a front line life,

N. OSLER, Branch Secretury.

A.T.8. OFFICERS BECOME ARMY
ENGINEERS

Four young \JT.8. subalterns are the first
wonen to take over important administra-.
tive appointments in the “ works”™ service
branch of the Army. They were the first
members of the AT.8. to be included in
course for officers of the Royal Engineers
at the School of Military FEngineering in
Northern Command, and after passing suc-
cessfully they have all heen posted to ap-
pointments formerly held by men. Subal-
tern Boagey, who last year gave up her job
as a lecturer on architecture at Leicester
College of Art to join the A.T.S., has been
appointed Assistant Deputy Commander,
Royal Engineers, for a large arca in West-
ern Command. Two Kent women—Subal-
tern Hovenden and Subaltern Gilman, of
Goudhurst—hold similar appointments in
Fastern Command. Subaltern Brock is a
staff officer, Royal Engineers, in Eastern
Command.
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A.T.S. ARRIVE IN FRANCE

A Lance Corporal tells her story of the
arrival of the main contingent of the A.T.S.
Continental Group in France in August,

‘... we packed and we had the afternoon
off with tea and a filin which was a4 Goodbye
to England Purty and a 21st Birthday Party
for one of us as well. The next morning
we were up at 2 am.! We left our billets
in shuttles (18 A.T.S. and kit bags to a
shuttle) at 4 a.m. and we arrived at the mar-
shalling area at 9 a.m. where we had break-
fast and a wash and were given all our sea
kit; comprising bags, vomit, 3; lifebelt,
cOINpO rations, tommy cookers, chocolate
and cigarettes. We were out of the area
by 11 a.n, which was very good as we num-
bered over 400. Then to the pori and we
lugged our kit bags and all our packs to the
ship but weren’t allowed on. At last we
staggered into the bowels of the ship which
was a big Trooper and very crowded. We
were put into the steerage hold over the
engines where it was hot and there were
tables and benches. Then we were allowed
on the top deck where, with Canadian
soldiers, R.A.F, and airborne troops we took.
a last look at England. The night was
stuffy and we didn’t sleep much but we feit
we had truly been soldiers as we had exactly
the same quarters and treatment. We woke
at 6 a.m. (forcibly!), breakfasted at 7.30. No
one was gea-sick but lots were atmosphere-
sick. Al the men were charming to us and
very considerate. One could see why we
were winning, they were Real Men. We
were delayed by fog and we shivered a bit
and we stood for some time in full equip-
ment before embarking on the L.S.T. that
landed us. The Canadians helped with our
kit bags and the crew of the trooper started
“We'll Meet Again ” with an accordion and
we all sang. We bumped in lorries over
fields and down lanes and we arrived at
12,45 in our camp. We were given food but
although it was the first since tea-time we
didn’t really want it, we had tea and found
our tents, They have lovely hospital beds
and new pale grey blankets and new bouncy
pillows. The tents are dug into the ground
about 3ft. 6ins, and covered with a kind of
cocoanut matting. There is a useful pole
which we hang our things on, and a ledge
all around the end that isn’t dug out before
the tent walls begin, Four to a tent which is
heaven and we are going to have wardrobes
they say. Soine belonged to S.S. troops and
have German names carved on ghem, They
are putting up a proper wash house, mean-
while there are cold water taps. The hot
water the Press talked so much about is a
Sawyer stove! We were able to sleep till
10.30 the next day. Sunday was free and we
made our tent so cosy. The weather is won-
derful and we shall all be brown. The
Pioneers are working so hard to make this
camp ecomfortable for us, less than a month
ago it was a field of thistles, They have
heen marvellous. My office is in a bell tent
in an apple orchard, everywhere is deep in
dust from the roads. One of the nicest sights
that I have seen was a huge American black
soldier, covered with a large grin, arm in
arm with a wee Frenchman, talking to him
in school-boy French.

Now for a mobile bath . ., .”

THE QUEEN WITH A.T.S.

BAKING AND COOKING FOR THE ARMY

On July 31st the Queen spent a large part
of the day among the otficers and auxiliaries
of the A.L.S. 1 a number of military estab-
tishments 1 South Eastern Command and
in the London District. Her Majesty, who
wore a pearl-grey ensemble ana grey hat
with  shell-pink curled ostrich feather, was
accompanied by the Princess Royal, wear-
ing the uniformn of the A.T.S., as Controller-
Comunandant.

This morning the Queen and the Princess
went first to the A.T.S. Wing of the Staff
Coliege. Here they visited the lecture rooms
and saw A.T.S. officers at their training in
preparation for staiff posts, at not only
A.T.S, establishments but also Army static
headquarters, where their work is exactly
the same as that of male staff officers apart
from tactics or discipline, Special interest
was shown in a map-reading class in the
ground; the Queen watched and gquestioned
officer-students using the prismatic compass
and the protractor.

The next visit was to'an Army static mech-
anical bakery. Passing between the lines of
a guard of honour of auxiliaries wearing
the badge of the R.A.S.C. over their tunic
pockets, the Queen and the Princess went
into large, warm, spotless rooms where girls
in white blouses and trousers tended mach-
ines that Kkneaded dough and formed,
weighted, and counted loaves at gteady
speed, turning out many thousands a day
for the Army’s tables. )

From baking the visitors went on to see
cooking at a training centre of the Army
Catering Corps. Here were A.T.S. officers
trainingy to be messing officers, and auxil-
iaries learning the work of cooks. As the
Queen discussed with one and another the
economical cutting-up of meat and the mak-
ing of delicious-looking salads, she put the
voungest and most shy-looking of them com-
pletely at ease.

After luncheon, taken in the mess at an

A.T.S. Group Headquarters, the Queen and |

the Princess drove to the A.T.S. Officer Cadet
Training Unit, which has the use of hand-
some buildings and grounds that once
housed a public school for boys. Their chief
object here was to see the staff of auxiliaries
—clerks, orderlies, and cooks. A number of
these girls formed an extremely smart guard
of honour, and another squad did some ad-
mirable close-order marching drill,

TWO LANGCE-CORPORALS AND TWO
PRIVATES RESCUE V1 VICTIMS

One . morning some  Auxiliaries in
Southern England were roused by a flying
bomb which fell about a hundred yards
from {heir requisitioned house. Ceilings fell
down, windows were dragged out by the
bhlast, but the A.T.S. were undismayed. They
put on their tin hats and set out to give
what help they could at the scene of the
incident.

They found people trapped in two
cottages. By the light of their torches they
removed rubble and gave first aid to the in-
jured, then wcarried them back to their
home. Most of the victims were suffering
from severe shock and head injuries. The

A8, gave thew teaw while walting tor the
ainbulance to arrive.

Their C,O. received a letter on behalf of
the Local Rescue Service, In which the
writer said: 1 must express the adinira-
tion which I personally and the meinbers of
the Rescue Service atending, felt at the ex-
tremely effickent work that was domne by
the AI.S,, and the care and attention given
to the casualties.”

A.T.S. CORPORAL DESIGNED THE
S.H.A.E.F. “ FLASH "

The flaming sword of liberation, the dis-
tinguishing flash worn by all members of
the British and U.S. armies, including A.T.S.
and W.A.C.8,, serving at the Supreme Head-
quarters of the Allied Expeditionary Forces,
was designed by a 23-year-old AJL.8. cor-
poral.

Corporal Doreen Goodall, who was study-
ing dress designing before the war, joined
the AT.S, in 1940 as a pay clerk and is now
working as a draughtswoman in the opera-
tions branch of the Headquarters. She is
the only woman working in the topographi-
cal office where her colleagues are three
British soldiers and three Americans. One
of her duties is to assemble maps in sections
for the use of high ranking officers and she
worked on those used at the Quebec confer-
ence. Information received in draft form
has to be transferred to the appropriate map
and the layout of forces and details of the
countryside over which they are operating
filled in. On one occasion she attended an
exercise manoeuvre and saw her work put
to practical use.

The S.H.A.E.F. flash which Corporal Good-
all herself was one of the first to wear is
symbolic of the Allied aims. The sword of
liberation is shown against the black back-
ground of Nazi oppression surmounted by
the blue skieg of peace; there is also a rain-
bow including the colours of the Allied
nations. The original design was auto-
graphed by General Eisenhower,

A.T.S. TRAIN FOR POST-WAR HOME

Auxiliaries are learning domestic science
at o well-equipped centre under the tuition
of experts. This is the first large centre to
run domestic science courses, designed to
equip Servicewomen fully for after the war.

Some of the new labour-saving devices
which  the A.T.S. are taught 10
use will be on the market for
the first time after the war. They are given
instruction in the use of the fittings of the
kitchen of a PPortal House, and in the use
of a washing machine type which it will be
possible to hire after the war.

Cookery lessons range fromn  porridge
making or mixing a salad to the prepara-
tion of a six-course dinner, and include such
subjects as fruit preserving., Auxiliaries
are taught how to lay a table carrectly, and
how to do their own plumbing, carpentry
and home decorating, and to mend electric
fuses. It is easier to mend a fuse than to
thread a sewing machine yet how few
women can tackle the job!

The scope of the course is wide, for be-
sides learning dressmaking, students are
able to receive instruction in woodwork,
and miodelling.
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NEWS OF COMRADES
Old and New

The General Secretary was delighted to
get a letter from Jean K. Anderson who hus
been a Life member since 1927. She sent us
4 Gazette subscription for 8 years through
her friend; N. Wilkins; who returned to Eng-
land, or rather Wales, early in the year.
We are sorry to learn that Anderson has
been laid up with pneumonia, she was gtill
in hospital when she wrote her long and
interesting letter, We hope that she is now
quite well again and able to deal with her
garden where she grows everything needed
to keep the household in vegetables, as well
as raising her own seeds which she says
are much healthier than those which are
bought. At the time she wrote it was win-
ter in Australia and she was longing for
some warmth so that she could sit out when
she was well enough to get out of bed.
Like all our Comrades abroad she expresses
her sympathy with comrades in the 0ld
Country who are having a harrassing time
with the dreadful doodle-bugs. Fortunately
it takes more than this form of nuisance to
upset the morale of anyone over here!

Gertrude Gancellor, who has also heen a
Life mnember for a good many years, served
with the E.I'.C. and at Havre. She is now
keeping house for a very dear Uncle in
Oxfordshire. We are glad that she has now
renewed her subscription to the Gazette and
is going to keep in touch with the C.A. Miss
L. Saunders has suffered, as many others of
our Comrades, from the flying bombs. Her
home was damaged but she considers that
tliey have escaped fairly well when she sees
the devastation around. In another place
will be found Miss Saunders’ last Report of
the Comforts Fund as the target of 1,000 gar-
ments for the Middlesex Regiment has been
reached and Miss Burnett is now taking over
and will collect for the Merchant Navy. We
were delighted to hear that Miss Saunders
is preparing for a great day, January 1st,
not merely New Year’s Day, but her wedding
day! We wish her every happiness and
congratulate her fiance, Mr. A. W. Downer.
_Mrs. Olive King (who served as Jordan,
U.A. in France) has also been unfortunate
in having her house blitzed. She returned
from shopping one day to find windows all
gone, tiles off, ceilings down, garage doors
in the drive, kitchen door in the garage, in
fact, a horrible mess with glass and plaster
everywhere. However, she is thankful that
her clothes were safel After a fortnight of
real rest in Wales, in a real bed AND in a
nightdress and no shoes, she feels able to
deal with everything.

Can anyone give news of Florence Mar-
garet Robinson, who used to live at Leices-
ter? Miss Cancellor is asking—she has not
heard from her since the beginning of the
War although she knows that she joined the
A.T.S. We are sorry to learn that Miss M.
A. Carter, M.B.E., had to relinquish her
Commission as Semior Commander in the
A.T.S. on account .of ill-health. She has
sent a Life subscription to. the Gazette as
she is-more anxious now than ever to keep
in .touch with ‘“ Old Comrades’ She has
been.a Life member of the C.A. since May,
1943. 'We hope ghe will enjoy good health in
the future,

Sergeant E. F. Chislett, W /267, sends a
new address as she has lost her holne
through a direct hit by a doodie-bug. She
was 80 anxious not to drop her membership
of the Associatlon that she sent a second
subscription for this yeur as all her papers

are lost and she was not sure if she had-

paid!
pathy in the 10ss of your home and precious
belongings.

Mrs. Salusbury-dones, better known

Many thanks for that and much sym--

to;

many 0.C.’s as Chrissie Adams, writes ** Now '
with a war-time job at the County Hall three :
days a week and “ Bugs” for eleven weeks, |
I don’t feel much like visiting London. We |

are reduced to two rooms as a result of

three flying bombs in our vicinity, so I}

don’t want {0 leave home uniil we see the
last one disposed of.” She hears regularly

from Blanchard in Washington, but has no’
news of Teall so fears that she is still in- |

terned. She was in France so it is hoped
she may be repatriated some day soon.
Chrissie extends a warm welcome to the
new Editor if she should chance to be any-
where near Maidstone, as a bus passes the
gate between Maidstone and Charing, and
she would be pleased to give her tea.

We were more delighted to hear from Miss
J. C. Richman, lately a Junior Commander,
that she is quite well again, after 12 months
of illness. It must have been a very trying
year and it is good to know that she is once
more in her own home which has been re-
paired after it was bombed last year. Sergt.
G. M. Hogan, who also served in Q.M.A.A.C.
at Bourges and Paris Plage, has now left
the A.T.S, and is taking a course of Can-

teen Cookery in Liverpool and is liking it
very much. She will certainly never be"

without a job as a cook, we wish }}er every
SUCCas8,

Mrs. E. Mills, Hon, Secretary and Treas-
urer of the ex-Service Women's Club in New
South Wales, writes a long and interesting
letter on June 9th when all Australia was
thrilled by the news of the INVASION. They
all heard the Allied Commander-in-Chief
making his speech and their thoughts and
prayers were with the brave troops making
such a wonderful landing. Mrs, Mills was
stationed at Le Havre in her Army days and
also knew Rouen well. She finds it hard to
leave the radio as the news is so exciting.
The President of the Club, Mrs. Peachey,
has asked Mrs. Mills to say that the Club
will give a great welcome to any ex-Service
women who come to Sydney and New South
Wales after the war. Those who have visited
Australia can tell. of the wonderful hospi-
tality which has been given to them by the
members of the Club and of the very happy
times they have enjoyed there. Mrs. Briggs,
a member of the Club, has two sons in the
R.A.A.F., one of whom is in England. Mrs.
Kilgour Roberts is once again in * civvies ”
after two years in the AJW.A.8. She made
no less than 800 (yes, eight hundred) scones
for a tea party given by the Anzac Fellow-
ship of Women! Mrs, Roberts seérved in
Q.M.A.A.C. and is a Life member of the
Comrades Association. She is hoping to
come again to England after the war. :

It is quite a long time since we had news
of Frances R. Mackenzie, who served in
Etaples, so it was a pleasure to hear from
her again but we were sorry to learn that

she had a nasty fall and hurt her knees,

‘always unpleasant but more go whén ‘one is

a bit rheumaticy. She is a great cook. An-
other of our famous cooks, Mrs. Marwood,
is still working hard although she is well
over 70. They both deserve great praise for
carrying on such good work, especially in
these days when the job has to be done
without any young help.

Miss Gertrude Gleeson, wlo served at Kil-
dare, has been in Farnborough Hospital,
having been injured in an air-raid, Miss
Hayward was going to visit her, despite the
fact that she had only just returned from
a pleasant holiday to find a blasted house.

Miss M. Stewart Reid, laite A.A.,
Q.M.A.A.C., writes t0 say how very sorry
she is to read of the death of two of her
old Comrades, Mrs. Robinson and Ada Pitt,
both of whom she knew well. She gives
me an interesting account of what she has
been doing with herself for the past 18
years—Housekeeper and Matron at Stock-
well College, Lowther College, North Wales,
Casterton School, Lancs., and at Glasgow
University. Recently she has been Manager-
ess of Residential Chambers in Nottinghill
Gate but the staff problem made her decide
to find a less wearing job and she is now
doing clerical work for {he Minisiry of
Supply which gives her more leisure and
less responsibility. She also does some Red
Cross and W.V.S., work, Unfortunately she
was laid up with a badly sprained ankle
when she wrote. We hope that it is quite
strong again by this time.

Mrs. Nicholas (Birmingham), who served
as Elsie Jones, ig very interested in ‘“ A Mys-
tery  which was printed on page 5 of the
May—June Gazette. She is wondering if the
W.A.A.C. mentioned there is by any chance
MARY NORRIS whom she used to know well
as they served together at Audruicq. They
kept in touch and spent a holiday together
in Torino in Italy. If our “Mystery’ should
be Mary Norris, the General Secretary would
be pleased to put her in touch with Mrs.
Nicholas if she will write to 82, Lancaster
Gate, London,

Miss G. M. Smith, who served at “ D"
Camp, Le Havre, and is now Secretary of
the Imperial ex-Service Women’s Associa-
tion of Victoria, writes as follows:—*‘ It was
with very much pleasure we cabled you the
sum of £25 a few days ago; which was raised
by this Association to assist any members of
Q.M.A.AC, and A.T.S. Comrades Associa-
tion in need of help through bombing. We’
are sorry the amount is not larger, but un-
fortunately our Club is only a small one.
We hope the new menace of robot planes
will soon die out and that peace will be re-
stored again.. The Melbourne Association
wishes you all a big ‘ Cheerio ' and all good
wishes.”” The General Secretary wrote by
Air Mail on August 24th to express sincere
thanks for such a splendid donation and the
deep appreciation Council felt at the gener-
osity of our ex-Service sisters in Victoria.
Miss Smith also sent a Melbourne Poet’s
Tribute to the People of Britain

Mrs. Pratt-Barlow has had an airgraph
from ESTHER PACE in Sydney, tull of news
and remembrances, she says that her great
ambition is to attend an annual dinner.
We hope that one day this will be possible.
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We send our best wishes to Controller
Fraser-Tytler’'s daughter Mary on her en-
gagemeni to Lieutenant Patrick Johu Mor-
gan, D.S.0., R.N. She is also serving in the
A.T.S. Her eldest sister, Jnr, Cmdr. Ann
Frager-Tytler, is in Frange.

Best wishes too go to Subaitern H, M.
Lovett-Cameron (nee Little) who was mar-
ried on August 25th,

On September 2nd Junior Cammander P.
M. Janson was married to Lt. Roy Jackes,
R.A., and we hope that they will be very
happy. On the same day Subailtern L. K. E.
Charles’s marriage to Capt. F. L. Fisher,
R.E., took place, for them we wish all hap-
piness in the future as well as for Subaltern
Joy Wood (nee Pilgrim) whose wedding to
J. M. Wood, R.A., took place on September
14th,

Chief Cammander 1. J. J. Garlebach was
married on September 23rd to Li.-Col. A, T.
B. Bignold-de Cologan (Marques de Torre-
hermosa), The Rifle Brigade, Commandant,
Royal Military School of Music. The good
wishes of many serving and ex-service per-
sonnel will go to her,

The Editor was delighted to get an en-
couraging letter from a member of Edin-
burgh Branch, Miss M. C, Roberts, who
served in the W.A.A.C. at Rouen. She hopes
that with the relaxation of the black-out
and of Civil Defence duties more members
will turn up to Meetings. She hopes for
more publicity to attract serving members
to the C.A. and asks if Comrades with ideas
on how to do this could state them. She

speaks of the aim of the Edinburgh Branch ¢

to keep themselves, and the whole of Scot-
land a really live unit; the Editor, who spent
one of the happiest days of her serving years
in Edinburgh, is sure that this aim will be
achieved, '

A new member of the C,A:, Senior Com-
mander C. Douglas, says that she has

learned many new things about the A.T.S. |

from the Gazette, Other new members in-
clude Chief Gdr, G. M. Heaton, Snr. Cdr. E.
Baines, Subaltern R, Crompton-Inglefield,
and Mrs, Gerrish, who served in the A.T.S.
as Subaltern. Heslop. She modestly says
that she has one son but Nottingham Branch
speaks enthusiastically of him! Another
new reader is W /65281 L/Cpl. M. G. Sumsion
who says that her membership card arrived
on the third anniversary of her first day in
the A.T.S.
%
ON EXERCISE

Troops training to the last minute for their
part in the liberation of Europe, are helped
by the A.T.S. A military unit in Eastern
Command, going out on one such pre-opera-
tions exercise, took with it a medical
orderly, two cooks and two mess orderiies,
all from the A.T.S. These girls had to be
ready to work under any sort of difficult
conditions, and proved themselves well up
to the task,

First arriving at the appointed place, they
had to prepare field kitchens, There was no
time to waste and they quickly tackled the
job of getting- the hydro petrol burner go-
ing and callecting water from a cottage. By
the time the first men arrived, hot and
thirsty, tea was ready. And when the
“ enemy * arrived, the AT.S. welcomed
them with an appetising meall

The medical orderly was busy with her
first ‘“ casualty,” skilfully dressing the arm
of a ‘““wounded » officer.

One meal achieved, the auxiliaries moved |

on to another destination, and set about
preparing the next, which was ready and
waiting when the men returned. = Stew,
beans and potatoes followed by a good rice
pudding, were greeted enthusiastically by
men, hungry after a hard day’s manouvres.
This over, the girls washed up and cleared
away, and prepared the 10-ton lorry which

| was to act as their barrack room for that

night.

The medical orderly was still busy with
her casualties from the day’s * fighting.”

At 5 o'clock the following morning, the
A.T.S. were up betimes, preparing breakfast
by the fitful light of paraffin lamps. At the
end of the exercise they were the last away,
clearing up and taking all the seraps of food
to the nearest farmer for his pigs and poul-
try.

In charge on this job was L./Cpl. Teresa
Jessop, 19 years old, a medical orderly, who
lives in Ellard, Yorkshire. She has one
brother in the R.AF.

One of the cooks was Private Rateliffe.
of Doncaster, who was a bookstall assistant
in ecivilian life. The other cook, Private
Sarah Shaw, known as ** Sally,” comes from

| Barnsley in Yorkshire, and has two brothers

in the Services. The two orderlies were

| Private K. Aiken, of Macclesfield, and Pri-
. vate M. Graham, of Birkenhead,

SECOND ECHELON

There are more than 500 A.T.S. with
Second Echelon, and thev might well he
called the foster mothers of the British Lib-
eration Army. They deal not with tanks or
guns but with people and their job is to
find the happy solution to hundreds of
human problems,

If the Prime Minister calls for the latest
casualtv figures, if a unit in Holland or Bel-
gium needs nrgent reinforcements. if a front
line soldier, medically down-graded. has to
be found a new job, if anyoneé wants news
of a. man on the danger list in hospital in
Fpance, Second Echelon finds ¥he answer, It
is the liason between the unit in the field
and the vast organisation of the Armv at

[ home; it is also the first link between the
" goldier overseas and his next of kin in anv

emergency.

A great part of a soldier’s welfare as well
as that of his family depends on his docu-
ments heing in perfect order; officers in the
fighting line have neither time nor oppor-
tunity for much paper work so Second
Echelon takes over as soon as a unit is
mobilised.
occurs when

the Commanding Officer.

accompanied by his orderly room sergeang.
takes his men’s documents to Second Echelon
In manv .
cases, he also hands over the sergeant who *
‘ stavs to help the Echelon staff.

and handg them over in person.

The nerve centre of the Echelon is the
P.I. Branch—Production of Information—
which acts as a general clearing house of
information about the personnel of the
B.L.A. Junior Commander Tiffin, who is in
charge of a section in this branch, is the
first A.T.S. officer who has replaced an Army
officer in an Echelon formation in the whole

An interesting little ceremony | ! .
. of general duties personnel, administrative

of the British Army. Every day embarka-
tion rolls, casualty lists and returns of all
kinds come into her office,

If Private Jones is in Normandy, Echelon
can tell you when he embarked, what his
trade is, and all about his Army career,
what sort of an education he had, and what
he did in ¢ivil life, who is his next of kin,
whether he has been wounded and if so,
in which hospital he is and how he is pro-
gressing. Echelon is one of the most
“.human  of Army formations, for the sol-
diers and A.T.S. who work there make it
their job to see that everyone is spared umn-
necessary anxiety and to ensure that a sol-
dier's wishes are carried out as far as pos-
sible. If Private Jones names his mother
as his next of kin, but would like any bad
news to be broken to her by hig sister, then
Echelon will see that if he is wounded, miss-
ing, or killed, the {elegram goes to the right
person. If a man is in hospital in France
and notified as seriously ill or on the danger
list, and no further news has bheen received
after twenty-one days, Echelon will send an
urgent request for a progress report so that
his family can be told the latest news,

The auxiliaries take a personal interest in
‘“ their ”’ particular soldiers whom they have
never seen and probably never will see.
Whenever a man’s name is in the news, the
clerks who look after his documents
recognise him and claim him as * one of
ours '’ To help “their boys” they cheerfully
work from early morning until late into the
night, defying the flying bombs that came
over their part of Southern England..

One of busiest branches of Echelon just
now is E.P.W.—Enemy Prisoners of War.
It is a good sign when they work overtime
for it means that another few thousand Ger-
mans are out of the war. Here they can
tell you how many thousand pfisoners we
have taken, who they are, and they can even
show you what possessions were found on
each man at the time. Documents found in
captured enemy offices are also handled here
and the clerks make a translation of each
and also attach a precis of its contents.
Private Doreen Cross, of Birmingham, is the
only A.T.S. clerk working in this branch;
some of her soldier colleagues are teaching
her German to help her in her work,

A.T.S. are working in all branches of the
Echelon, and many of the N.C.0.'s are in
charge of sections and have mixed staffs of
soldiers and auxiliaries. A lot of the clerks
have served since the early days of the war
in pay and record offices and they are
reaping their reward for years of service in
jobs which, but for their importance, could
be very monotonous.

~The Echelon A.T.S. have their complement

clerks, storewomen, cooks, orderlies as well
as two hairdressers and a medical orderly
in charge of the sick bay.

Their Commanding Officer, Senior Com-

i mander Creek, joined up before the war as

a cook and served for some time as a ser-
geant. She was sent to France in:charge of
a section which served with the B.E.F,

There were A.T.S. with Second Echelon at
that time of the war too. They were com-
manded by Junior Commander J. Knox whom
we know better as the second Directar of
the A.T.S, ‘
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Now that I have landed on French soil
and am finding life different and extremely
interesgting, my thoughts turn {p the
* Gazette,” and as I sit in my tent, which
is very comfortable, reading the July/
August number with the note about the
arrival of the A.T.S, in France, I feel, being
one of them, that I must say how very well
and comfortable we all are. Conditions for
the girls are excellent. Girls are cooking
outside in all weathers and if you were to
ask them if they would like to go home
their answer would be ‘“No. Not until the
war is over now.” Anyway, it won’t be
long unitl we shall all be speeding home,
as we feel victory is in sight, and we look
forward to a world of peace once more.

Now I, as a member of the Comrades’
Association, find great enjoyment in read-
ing the * Gazette,” and wish you all the
best of luck in your endeavours.,

W /R4 Pte, LYNAM, A.T.S,
Rear H.Q., 21 Army Group, B..L\.A.

Dear Editor,—I just loved reading the
July /August number and in it you ask us
to tell you things, so I just wondered. . . .

When I was manageress with N.AAF.L,
I did what I could to help the AT.S. who
arrived in the camp. I was invited o a
21t Birthday Party and having been a
W.AALC. T felt quite at home among them
and the old spirit was as good as one
could wish, The Commandant came from
a distance and with the other officers joined
whioleheartedly in the games. The cooks
had made a better “ do” than civvy street
could possibly have done. The Group Com-
mander was most interested when she
heard that I had served in the last war and
with the Army of Occupation, and when I
told her of my life afterwards, she came
to my office and asked if I could talk to her
A.T.8., but she was moved goon afterwards
and I had little spare time. However, I
wondered if we could help or interest each
other through the * Gazeite.”

As a W.AA.C. in 1917 1 was posted to the
R.F.C, at St. Leonard’s, and in June, 1918,
became a W/R.AF, Early in 1919 I went to
R.AF. HQ. in France and on to Cologne.
After demobilisation and a short spell at
home I went out under the ex-Service Emi-
gration Scheme to New Zealand. I worked
in Wellington and Christchurch for two
years and then went across to Metbourne,
where we started an ex-Service Women's
Association and met regularly in Anzac
House. Mrs, Britomarte James was the Pre-
sident ,Dr. Ethel Osborne and Miss Foster,
Vice-Presidents. All three have been mag-
nificent friends to the ex-Service Women
and Miss Foster gtill carries on, Before
starting a teashop om my own I made a
trip ~to England and stayed about 18
months, becoming the first * House
Mother " to the first Toc. H. Women’s Sec-
tion hostel, called ‘New June,” on Tower

' kind of church one was used to.

Hill. My lunch club for city office girls
became a Home from Home, especially dur-
ing the General Strike, when we all did
what we could for siranded city people. I
returned to Australia as assistant matron 10
a party of domestic workers amd to them I
made three suggestions, which I still think
are useful.

(1) To open a Savings Bank Account and,
by the time enough was earned and saved

to return if one wanted to, home-sickness }

would have lost its sting. (2) To join the
(3) To
have some hobby outside one’s job, sueh 38
Guides, Toc H, or Service Fellowship.

In Australia I next ran a Toc H. lunch
club in the C. of E. Women’s Shelter, 10
which I was Asst. Matron, This gave me a
chance to advise our out-of-work and down-
hearted home folk to take any kind of work
for a start.

I received -a cheque from Toc H. and a
request to use it to return to ¢ New June.”
I didn’t use it but I went back and looked
after Padre Clayton’s household when he
was given a clergy house, which was used
as a hostel, lunch e¢lub, etc. Ten years
there and then came this war.

Please forgive all this, but I wondered if,
through the ‘ Gazette ” we could help each
other by telling of the things which will
touch, our lives, and so be able to ‘‘ live 10
our finger tips.” I appreciate your * don’t
worry about your powers of authorship,”
becanse I'my sure many of us who have in-
teresting things to say do hesitate and are
selfconscious. As an old mwember T know
for certain what a tremendous help the C.A.
has been and will be in the future. Mrs.

‘ Johmston (who makes one so welcome), Miss

Ireland and many others have done so

| much more than we ever realise to make it
LA SUCCess.

The club, too, is a real God-gend
to us and we owe much to those who have
laboured on and “ stuck it out” through
the terrible experiences .of the war in
London. With every good wish, Yours

faithfully,
FLORENCE A, DAY.
Springdale, Uppingham, Rutland

Dear Editor,—As a mew member of the
Comrades’ Association I would like to know
if there is anyone whom I could contact
through the ‘ Gazette.” I joined the 45th
Hampshires (Isle of Wight Rifles) in Septem-
ber, 1938, but was not enrolled until the
following January. After serving with this
Company until August, 1940, I transferred to
the Royal Corps of Signals and became a
switchboard operator, finally being posted
to 3rd Southern Command Signals, I would
like to send my congratulations to Senior
Commander Gillespie on becoming an
M.B.E. T had the honour of serving under
her for over a year. It was with regret that
I had to leave the Service, being invalided
out in August, 1943.

If there are any islanders who take the

“Gazette,” 1 would be very pleased to hear
from thems; also any members of the 3rd
Command Signals. My kind regards and
good wishes to all CGomrades of the
Q.M.A.A.C. and A.T.S.—Yours sincerely,

; PYLLIS E. CLEETER.
Town Cottage, Town Depot,
Wood Street, Ryde, 1.O.W,

“ CIVVY STREET”

The return to “ Civvy Street ”’ has been a
dream for thousands of girls for the past
five years. Soon that dream will be
realised, and the women of our Services
will be plunged inte problems of re-
adjustment. They will ind for a time that
they are completely at sea as civilians.
Their tenday leave periods have not pre-
pared them for the complexities of coupons.
Many of them will be returning to their own
-homes ,to take up home responsibilities,
end how different it will be, doing their
duties alone, instead of as one of a team
There will be no break in the canteen or-in
the mess, with that old get-together spirit ¢n
relieve the monotony. Perhaps, for a time,
they will feel lonely. The N.C.O. may find
that the very fact of her old authoerity be-
comes & problem of its own. She has been
"in a position to get things done, but now
that counts for nothing, and her manner,
merely that of a good N.C.O.,, may be
frowned on as overbearing!

Clothes assume a major importance when
those who have been told what to wear and
how to wear it for so long are suddenly free
to choose, and here a word of warning—un
- frilly, frivolous clothes, for a time, at least,
because after a well-cut skirt and jacket of
comfortable slacks and blouse they won't
feel right.

Discipline has hitherto come from out-
side, now it must be imposed from within—
a. hard task. But as the ex-Service women
become accustomed to civilian life again
they will carry forward the pride of their
past service in the Army. Let them also re-
member their pride in themselves, their
appearance and their achievements, In this
way they will render as great service as
citizens as they have as auxiliaries. Soon
* Civvy Street” will not seem so bad and
their Service days will be happy memories.

ON ACTIVE SERVICE
Killed in action in Normandy on July

- 31st, 1944, near St. Martin de Besace,
Lieutenant Denis Mathers, Royal Tank
Regiment, younger son of Mrs. Gibbons

(nee Reid, U.A., ¢x-Q.M.A A.C., Base Depot,
Camiers), of 39, Engayne Gardens, Upmin-
ster, Essex,

On September 2nd, 1944, at Leicester,
Justina (“ Tina ") Harrowing, Subaltern,
A.T.8., formerly member of Red Crnss

Mobile Unit, Chipstead, Surrey, wife of T.
Cuthbert Harrowing.

Will all conftributors please mote that any particulars 'they wish included in the next issue of the * Gazette' should
reach the Editor not later than the 21st of November, Mrs. Richard Addis, Woodside, Frant, Sussex.
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