
  
 

WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD AT THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB, LONDON 
SATURDAY 21ST MARCH 2026, 12:30 

 
Trustees Present: 
Amanda Hassell (AH) Chair and Vice-President   
Rowena Naile MBE (RN) Chair of Membership Council  
Monica Jones (MJ) Chair of Benevolent Fund Major Grants Committee 
Alexandra Fawbert  
Janette Deans 
Barbara Johnson  
Helen Merrington-Rust MBE   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Online attendee: 
Shân Veillard-Thomas ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Timothy Savage (TS) Treasurer 
 
Area Co-ordinators Present:          ​ ​ ​ ​ Trustee Apologies:                                              
Maggy Ashmore   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Vivienne Buck                                                               
Amanda Foster​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sue MacKenzie 
Dawn Hawker                                                                                  Dawn Menday 
Tracey MacPherson​                                                                  Shelley Whitehead​ ​  
Ann Stack​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
In Attendance:   
Paula Rogers (PR) Chief Executive Officer   
Jane Winfield (JW) Finance & Governance Officer (minutes) 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Item Notes 

1 Chair’s Opening Remarks - AH 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those joining online that only 
those in the room can vote. 
Noted that there is now a woman at every rank in the British Army and announced special 
guest, Vice Chief of Defence Staff, General Dame Sharon Nesmith DBE will join us for the 
restoration presentations following the AGM. 
 

2 Apologies for Absence - AH 
Vivienne Buck, Sue MacKenzie, Dawn Menday & Shelley Whitehead. 
 

3 Confirmation of Minutes of 22nd March 2025 AGM Meeting – AH 
The Minutes of the previous AGM held in March 2025 were published in the “Lioness” 
2025/2 
Proposal: That the Minutes of the 22nd March 2025 AGM are agreed as correct. 
Proposed: Amanda Hassell                                Seconded: Maggy Ashmore 
Approved: All 
 

4 Business Arising – AH  
None 
New agenda item to formally recognise and remember those women who served in the ATS 
and WRAC who have died in the last 12 months. 
 
List of names read out followed by one minute’s silence. 
 

5 Governance Report – AH 
Three new trustees have been appointed this year: Viv Buck, Alex Fawbert & Janette Deans 
Trustees held two trustees meetings this year as well as an away day with the Membership 
Council where a skills audit was conducted. 

Charity Number 206184 
 



Trustees were thanked. 
Rowena Naile stands down as the Chair of the Membership Council and as a trustee at the 
end of today's meeting. 
Tim Savage stands down as Treasurer today although he will see his tenure out and stand 
down as a trustee in July. 
These posts have been filled and nominations approved by the trustees. 
Proposal: Ratify the appointment of Janette Deans to the post of Chair of 
Membership Council for a 3-year period. 
Proposed:  Barbara Davies                          Seconded: Mary Woollard 
Approved: All 
 
Proposal: Ratify the appointment of Barbara Johnson to the post of Treasurer for a 
3-year period. 
Proposed:  Ali Brown                                   Seconded: Nicky Moffatt 
Approved: All 
 
Annual reports are on the tables and available on the website. 
A revamped website will be launched and announced on social media and in the Lioness 
magazine. 
Two new members of staff introduced - Sam King, the Admin & Grants officer and Kelli 
Banks our Operations Officer. 
Staff members thanked, particularly Claire Simnett for organising this and other events. 
Headquarters will be moving to Worthy Down this year, although outside the wire, as Sir 
John Moore Barracks is being sold. 
 

6 Membership Council Report – RN 
Membership currently stands at 4,634. 
New branches have been set up as well as special interest groups inc. walking and PTIs. 
Thanks to Lyn Hatch, Leslie Roberts & Nina Smith who have given up the role of area 
co-ordinator in the last year, and to Maggy Ashmore who has taken over as area 
co-ordinator for London & the Southeast. 
Staff, area co-ordinators and life vice presidents thanked. 
Janette Deans wished well in her role as the new Chair of Membership Council. 
 
Certificates of Appreciation  
Certificates of Appreciation presented to: 
Lynn Blowes of the Winchester branch 
Herme Emary who set up the Winchester branch, which will be 25 years old this year. 
 

7 Benevolent Fund Report – MJ 
In the financial year 2024/25 the amount spent on grants was £200,878.  
There were 111 grants awarded. 
Membership Support Grants x 7 were provided to help members attend key events. 
 

8 Influence Report – AH 
The Female Veterans Transformation Programme is in its final year. 
The Female Veterans Toolkit was launched in November where we were joined by the 
Minister for Veterans and People, Louise Sandher-Jones MP and Director of the Office for 
Veterans Affairs, Anisha Worbs. Now in the education and training phase we need your help 
to let the people and organisations that we engage with from your GP to your MP know 
about the toolkit. 
The FVTP staff - Liza Jarvis, Stacey Denyer & Ria Luke all thanked. 
Paula Rogers, CEO, has been elected to serve a further three-year term on the executive 
committee of Cobseo (Confederation of British Service Charities). Our Trustee Viv Buck also 
sits on this committee in her capacity as CEO of BLESMA. 
The Association is leading the way in restoring berets and cap badges to those affected by 
the pre-2000 ‘gay-ban’. 
Short video shown of Cathy Cherry (a previous restoration recipient) to promote applications 
for financial restorative measures as the deadline is December the 12th 2026. 
Cathy Cherry thanked. 
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9 Annual Report and Accounts – TS (online) 
New auditors HSJ Accountants have been appointed after our old auditors tripled their fees. 
We have had a smooth transfer of responsibilities. 
HSJ has checked financial policies and processes as well as the accountancy figures to 
ensure we are meeting our own rules as well as those of the Charity Commission. There are 
no outstanding actions to be taken. 
Sarah Morris, internal auditor and Jane Winfield, Finance & Governance officer thanked. 
Investment managers RBC Brewin Dolphin has done a fantastic job with investment gains of 
£572,704 this year. 
Legacies received totalled £30,519 
Thanks to everyone who donated including the Lionesses fundraising activities. 
 
AH - Thanked Tim for his four years as treasurer, and thanked Rowena Naile for her time at 
the WRAC Association including presentation of leaving gift. 
 

10 Resolutions – AH 
None received from trustees, Membership Council members or our branches. 
 

   11 Any other business – AH 
No other business tabled or raised. 
 

   12 Dates of Next Meeting – AH 
Next AGM will be on Saturday 20th March 2027. Location TBC but might not be London. 
 
The meeting closed at 13:30 

 

Signed as a true record. 

 

Chair:                                                                                                             Date: 
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