
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 1926 - 2022

LIONESS



22

Poet Laureate’s poem
On death of HM Queen Elizabeth

FLORAL TRIBUTE BY SIMON ARMITAGE

Evening will come, however determined the late afternoon,
Limes and oaks in their last green fl ush, pearled in September mist.

I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of thanks,
Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant globes.

A promise made and kept for life - that was your gift -
Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to some,

Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lance-like leaves.
The country loaded its whole self into your slender hands,
Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century's weight.

Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark Munros.
Lily of the Valley, a namesake almost, a favourite fl ower

Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained
Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each infl orescence

A silent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day
Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, and
Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots,

This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose brightness
Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom.



EDITORIAL

This special commemorative 
edition of Lioness 
celebrates the connections 
that Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II had with the 

ATS, WRAC and Association.  As 
with each of you, indeed it seemed 
the whole country, Commonwealth 
and world, the Association was very 
saddened to learn of the death of 
Her Majesty the Queen, Elizabeth 
II.  As well as being the Association’s 
Patron, since 2003, Her Majesty 
was also a Life member.  So let 
us celebrate all those many occasions when Her Majesty 
confirmed her dedication to service in, and through, the armed 
forces and particularly with the Army through her enlisting into 
the ATS, subsequent service as Colonel-in-Chief and Patronage 
of the WRAC Association.

The links with Her Majesty went back to 1944/1945 when, as 
Princess Elizabeth, she became the first female member of the 
royal family to enlist into the military services – joining up into 
the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), where she enrolled on a 
driving and vehicle maintenance course.  Her service within the 
ATS lasted until the end of World War II when she cited “other 
duties” that would preclude her from continuing to serve in the 
army.

On the death of her father, King George VI, when she was 
just 25, she became Queen, Head of the Armed Forces and 
Colonel-in-Chief of 16 British Army regiments and corps.  
Therefore, it was in this capacity that you would have served 
under her.  How many of you took part in preparations for her 
visits and/or actually got to meet her? 

In 2003, while on a visit to Worthy Down, Lt Col Sue Westlake 
(now one of our Life Vice Presidents) enquired of Her Majesty 
if she would consider taking on the position of Patron, following 
the death of her mother (Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother), 
our previous Patron, in 2002.  Her Majesty asked that a letter be 
sent to her Private Secretary so she may respond accordingly 
– which she did, and which she accepted.  Sue’s recollections 
appear in this special edition.

Although she had a very busy diary, we still got to enjoy Her 
Majesty’s company on various occasions and at different 
events.  We always sent her Loyal Greetings for her birthday, at 
the time of our Annual General Meetings and Grand Reunions.  
Her Majesty always most graciously responded to these 
messages, demonstrating an interest in the Association and its 
members.

The Association quickly organised a Service of Thanksgiving 
in Stirling.  The Scotland & Northern Ireland Area AGM was 
already scheduled to take place on the Saturday afternoon, 
and so the Service was organised for that same morning.  
Along with the service being attended by over 30 Association 
members it was also live-streamed on social media and a copy 
remains on our website.  Lt Col (Retd) Rowena Naile, Chair of 
the Membership Committee, represented the Association and 
her report is contained herein.

The Association was honoured to receive an invitation to The 
Queen’s funeral in Westminster Abbey and Brig (Retd) Fiona 
Gardner, our Vice President, represented us there.  Fiona’s 
report of the day is also contained within this edition.

On Her Majesty’s death it was agreed to issue this special 
Commemorative edition bringing together occasions when Her 
Majesty appeared in past copies of the Lioness.  We hope it 
revives many happy memories for you all.

If this has sparked memories of your own please do send into 
the Editor for consideration for inclusion in future editions of the 
Lioness.

Your duty is done.  Rest in peace, your Majesty.

Editor
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Message from the Vice President

Having had the honour of attending the funeral of 
Her Late Majesty in Westminster Abbey as the 
representative of the WRAC Association, one 
of many representatives from the charities and 
organisations of which she was patron, I wanted to 

record and share my recollections and experiences of the event 
for this special edition of the Lioness, but where to start? 

The service itself was a snapshot in time during the period of 
National Mourning that commenced on the very sad news of 
the passing of Her Majesty.  I believe that we will all always 
remember where we were and who we were with when we 
heard the news.  I was on holiday in France, with 6 former 
members of the WRAC, ladies I went to RMA Sandhurst with in 
1985, close friends, with a common bond and shared values.  
We watched as events unfolded and drew comfort from sharing 
that experience with people who understood the profundity 
of what we were watching. Ladies who had sworn an oath of 
allegiance, an oath that meant something then, and continued 
to do so.  It was so moving because we all had the sense that 
it was the end of an era – our era.  I am sure that many of you 
had similar thoughts.  I will treasure the memory of mutual 
support from fellow former members of the WRAC at that time 
and hope that many of you shared a similar experience.

With the news barely sinking in, it was on Saturday 10th 
September, as I was returning from France, that I realised I 
would be attending the funeral.  Ladies, you know how this 
works – first thought was what to wear?  So began a five-day 
hunt for a hat suitable for a funeral (as opposed to Ascot), 
and of course it was a charity shop that came through.  At the 
same time, I was sending letters of condolence to His Majesty 
King Charles III and to our President, HRH The Duchess of 
Kent.  The office posted pre-prepared statements and issued 
press releases, handling queries and arranging the Service 
of Thanksgiving.  It was a very busy time, and I am extremely 
grateful to Paula and the team who pulled out all the stops.  For 
over a week I watched the television coverage and read the 
papers, seeing the public outpouring of love and respect in the 
parks of London, at the Royal Palaces and of course in The 
Queue for the Lying in State.  The arrangements, the transfer 
from Edinburgh to London, the Lying in State were perfect – 
but just a taster of the solemn pageantry that would forever be 
imprinted in our memories on the day of the funeral.

Others will talk about the atmosphere and experience watching 
The Procession, from Westminster Hall to Westminster Abbey, 
on to Wellington Arch and thence to Windsor.  My experience 
was of the funeral service in the Abbey.  I was early, of course 
I was, my task was to be on time and I had no intention of 
allowing crowds, road closures or the Metropolitan Police to 
prevent me from being where I needed to be.  So at 0645 on 
Monday I was standing outside Victoria Tower Gardens with 
hat and medals, waiting for the gate to open.  I was not alone. 
There were officers in frock coats, clergy in purple cassocks, 
ladies and gentleman from all walks of life; recipients of awards 
in the 2022 Birthday Honours List, people from the NHS, the 
Arts, Sport and community volunteers.  As the gates opened 
at 0745 we filtered through the ID check, took advantage of 
the final pitstop, navigated security and were guided past the 
Houses of Parliament into the Abbey grounds and in through 

The Funeral of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
Westminster Abbey, Monday 19th September 2022

the North Door.  There was no detailed seating plan; green and 
purple tickets holders found their area; my yellow ticket took 
me to the Nave where it was ‘fill from the front’.  By chance 
I found myself filing into the third row toward the West Door; 
past the end of the 1st and 2nd rows and landed 2nd chair 
from the end, with no-one in front of me; very close to the tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier.  On our chairs were two documents; 
the Order of Service, and the Ceremonial for the State Funeral 
including the Procession to the Abbey, and from the Abbey 
to Wellington Arch.  It detailed who, what, when and how – to 
the minute, to the mode of transport, naming those in The 
Procession both within the Abbey and outside.  A fascinating 
insight into the planning and attention to detail that had gone 
into the day.

Seated by 0825, as the Abbey started to fill the atmosphere 
was respectful, but not mournful.  I had the impression that 
people were awed and humbled to be there, grateful for the 
opportunity to pay their respects, and to recognise a life of 
selfless commitment and duty.  I watched as the politicians, 
dignitaries, British and foreign royalty entered, passing within 
a few feet of me, as the various processions took place up the 
Nave, including that of VC and GC holders, which for me was 
very poignant.  
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The atmosphere changed as Her Late Majesty’s coffin entered the Abbey; a sombre silence settled within, people bowed heads as 
she passed, a tiny coffin covered in State splendour.  A few had tears in their eyes as the finality of what had happened dawned; 
and genuine sorrow was etched on the faces of the Royal Family in procession behind the coffin.  This was the point where I felt 
your presence; I could feel the respect and comradeship you all felt for Her Late Majesty, as if the whole of the Nave was filled by 
Association members.  It was deeply moving.  The Service passed so quickly, it was measured and calming, hymns we all knew, 
a sermon that celebrated a life well lived.  I could hear everything but of course could see little from where I was seated.  And then 
we heard the piper, high on a balcony directly opposite to me, sending shivers down my spine and testing my self-control.  Her Late 
Majesty’s coffin was carried past me and back through the West Door, followed by His Majesty the King and other senior members 
of the Royal Family.  The great and the good departed in reverse order.  I lingered in the Nave, absorbing the atmosphere, trying to 
remember the details, but very conscious that I had been enormously privileged to be able to say farewell to our Patron, and that I 
had just witnessed history, on your behalf.  The WRAC Association was honoured to have Her Late Majesty as Patron for 19 years; 
but first she was a member, one of us, women who served.  Rest in peace Your Majesty.

Fiona Gardner
Vice President
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On a cool crisp Saturday morning in Stirling the 
WRAC Assn hijacked the Scotland and NI AGM to 
have an Assn Service of Thanksgiving for the life 
and service of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II, our Patron.  The Service was attended in person 

by about 30 members of the Assn and on-line by 341 members 
across the UK.  

We were very fortunate to have Capt Helen Froud from the 
Salvation Army lead our Service; she served in the WRAC 
and was in my platoon at RMAS.  She led us in a beautiful 
service with a wonderful address summing up qualities of 
our late Queen and reminding us all that, in the words of the 
Salvation Army, Her Majesty had been promoted to Glory.  We 
were honoured to have Rosie Garrison from the Birmingham 
Branch bring their Standard up and it made for a perfect 
accompaniment to the altar.

Thanks to some clever moves by Paula Rogers, our CEO, we 
were able to have Musician Michael Garner play the organ and 
the trumpet for us.  It made sure that the singing voices of those 
attending were in action, and I hope that our noise was not too 
excruciating for those who could hear us on-line.  Singing God 
Save the King was still new to us, but we were all word perfect 
(or almost!) and I am sure that very quickly it will become 
second nature to us all.

Many thanks to those who made the service possible especially 
Paula Rogers and the behind-the-scenes team at Assn HQ.

The service can be viewed on the Assn Website.

Rowena Naile
Chair of Membership Council

WRAC ASSOCIATION SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 
FOR QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Saturday 17th September 2022

Book of Condolence

The service

Rowena Naile reading the lessonWRAC Association, Unit 11 Basepoint, Winchester, Hants, SO23 0LD 
Tel:  0300-400-1992                                                  Website:  WRACA.org.uk  
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The Last Post and The Rouse

Capt Helen Froud

Musician Michael Garner Standard at end of service

Stirling members, participants and guests
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I didn’t get a wristband until I reached the London Eye, but this changed the next day 
as the queue was by then starting at Southwark Park.

I finally got over Lambeth Bridge into The Victoria Tower Gardens next to Westminster 
Hall at 1930hrs.  I thought how quickly the queue was moving, but that was where 
the quickness ended!  I queued in The Victoria Tower Gardens for five hours!  The 
queue was similar to passport control, like a snake.  At one time we stood stationery 
for an hour….  Security was a white marquee 5/10 mins before entering Westminster 
Hall.  All mobile phones had to be completely switched off and all food, drinks/liquids 
disposed of in the bins provided.

As I approached the steps to go into Westminster 
Hall there was complete silence.  People quietly 
gasped, some were tearful, others in awe at the sight 
before them, the Queen’s coffin on the catafalque.  To 
see it was the final realisation that our Queen really 
had died.  It was done so majestically, the Imperial 
State Crown was magnificent, sparkling in the light 
with the orb and sceptre.  The Royal Standard looked 
glorious draped over the coffin.  The guards were 
brilliant too, immaculate in their uniforms and perfect 
drill when changing guards.  Sadly, one of the Royal 
Company of Archers stumbled then fell while I was in 
there so live stream was temporarily paused.

Nobody was rushed, we were all allowed to pay 
our respects in our own way.  There were people 
of all nationalities and all walks of life, it was so 
humbling.  I stopped, saluted, gave my thanks for 
her being our patron and some personal thank 
you’s.

I continued to walk through Westminster Hall but 
kept glancing back at this spectacular sight.  It 
was a moment in time that will stay in my heart 
and memory forever.

Big Ben was showing 0042hrs as I walked out 
from Westminster Hall through the Parliament 
gates onto the street.  I had waited eight hours for 
that moment, and would do it all again.

GOD SAVE THE KING

Wendy Hooton

Memories of The 
Lying in State

Of Her Majesty 
the Queen

Westminster Hall, 
London

Ironically, I was on the way to 
Newmarket Rowley Mile Racecourse 
to meet my daughter Hannah when 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II was 
announced on BBC Radio 4.  I arrived 

at Rowley Mile (which is named after 
Charles II’s favourite stallion Old Rowley) 
in disbelief.  I continued to listen to the 
radio and tears kept falling.  Her Majesty 
was the only monarch I had known 
and served; it was the end of an era.  I 
got some comfort knowing I was at a 
racecourse where the Queen had visited 
as often as she could.

Instantly I knew I would queue for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Lying in State, as 
I had queued eight hours for Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother in 2002.

As soon as the dates were announced 
I booked a train ticket for the first day.  I 
knew the queue would be long and would 
be continuous until the day of the funeral.  
People were travelling from all over the 
world to join the queue.  They wanted to 
be part of this historic occasion and pay 
their respects to OUR Queen.  It was 
humbling that so many from around the 
world knew of our Queen, she really was 
“The Queen” of all Queens.

I travelled to London on the first day, 
Wednesday 14th September, and found 
the end of the queue.  It was announced 
Southwark Park would be the end of the 
queue so I went to Tower Bridge where I 
would be walking either left or right!  

Fortunately, I went right and joined the 
queue at London Bridge at 1630hrs.  
There was large black signage directing 
people to the Lying in State queue and 
plenty of event staff enroute.  It was very 
well organised.

The queue moved quickly, I felt I was on 
a route march!!  I was at Blackfriars in 45 
minutes and the OXO Tower in an hour.  
I met some lovely people, in particular 
a couple from Hong Kong who lived in 
Hampshire and loved living here.  As I 
had been stationed in Hong Kong for 2 
years we had lots to talk about.  Another 
chap by me had been in the REME and 
had also lived in Hong Kong….  A small 
world.

I had seen some beautiful views both sides of the Thames including St Paul’s and 
Westminster.  The Festival Hall and Lambeth Bridge were both illuminated in purple.
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The Funeral of Her Late 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

Westminster Abbey, 
Monday 19th September 

2022

On hearing our most gracious Queen Elizabeth 
II had passed away at Balmoral I knew I had to 
travel to London for the funeral.  After a few days I 
guessed the date as they said it would be a Bank 
Holiday.  I booked a night’s accommodation at 

the Union Jack Club with my sister Lyn.  We had both been to 
Princess Diana’s funeral in 1997.

I had been watching Her Majesty’s journey from Balmoral.  I 
even tracked the flight from Edinburgh airport to RAF Northolt 
(I often track planes it’s one of my things…).  Our Queen had a 
wonderful send off in Scotland.  I was really pleased she would 
be travelling almost the length of her Kingdom by the time she 
arrived in Windsor. 

We made our way to Horse Guards Parade at 4am passing 
The Festival Hall.  Not only was it illuminated in purple but there 
was classical music playing, it was magical.  We found a spot 
on Horse Guards for our chairs; we were in the 2nd row across 
from the Guards Memorial in Horse Guards Road.  Karen 
Radford, Jan Foster and Maxine McQue were on the opposite 
side of Horse Guards Parade.  The route left clear on Horse 
Guards Parade for the funeral procession to pass through 
the gateway from Whitehall was much wider than I had seen 
previously.

The Salvation Army were amazing providing free tea, coffee 
and hot chocolate from their truck on the square.  They had 
also given out blankets during the night as it had turned 
chilly.  People were in good spirits and showed kindness and 
consideration to each other.

There was a beautiful sunrise, and we could soon hear the 
band and the troops on the move from Wellington Barracks.  It 
really was a spectacle to see, so many military from the UK and 
the Commonwealth marching onto Horse Guards Parade. They 
passed through the gate onto Whitehall making their way to 
Westminster Abbey.

Then it was time for the King and other Royals to pass by in the 
State Royal Limousines on their way to Westminster Abbey.  It 
was such an honour to be there watching this historical moment 
and see King Charles III for the first time as our King.

There were speakers at Horse Guards Parade but no screens.  
At 1100hrs we listened to the service of the Queen’s funeral.  
People were very respectful, especially during the service.  At 
the end of the service everyone stood and sang the national 
anthem for King Charles III, it was very emotional.

We then waited in anticipation for the funeral procession and to 
see the sailors from the Royal Navy pull the State Gun Carriage 
carrying our Queen on her journey to Wellington Arch.  Our Life 
Vice President Sue Westlake was there.  Her Majesty would 
then be transferred from the State Gun Carriage to the State 
hearse for her final journey to Windsor.

I feel so honoured to have been present for this once in a 
lifetime moment.  The ceremonial procession was perfectly 

executed and made me feel so proud of our Armed Forces and 
Police Force.  The musicians were exceptional and the horses 
just perfect.  The world was watching, and I couldn’t have been 
prouder.  Britain at its best.

May Queen Elizabeth rest in peace as we remember the 
Second Elizabethan Age with great pride.  It was a privilege to 
have served such a dedicated, loyal “Boss” who had also been 
an ATS Veteran.

SUAVITER IN MODO FORTITER IN RE

Wendy Hooton
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Memories of Her Majesty the Queen
and her connection to the WRAC Association

I was honoured to become Vice President of the WRAC 
Association in 2003 and shortly after assuming the 
appointment HM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip visited 
my unit, the Adjutant General’s Corps (AGC) Centre at 
Worthy Down, in her capacity as Colonel-in-Chief AGC.  I 

was PMC of the Officers’ Mess at that time and was therefore 
responsible for all the arrangements whilst Her Majesty was in 
the Mess. 

Prior to her arrival at the unit, Her Majesty had opened the 
AGC Museum in Winchester and had been thrilled to see her 
ATS Provisional Driving Licence on display!  In the museum 
our Association General Secretary, Major Jane Freebairn, was 
presented to Her Majesty

On arrival at the Officers’ Mess, I escorted Her Majesty and 
HRH Prince Philip to the VIP Suite to have a comfort break and 
rest before taking them to lunch with the Officers of the AGC.  I 
pointed out to Her Majesty that I had put a newspaper cutting 
out of her visit the day before to the Imperial War Museum, 
where she had opened the ‘Women and War’ Exhibition, and 
where she had been surprised and delighted to be reunited with 
the six ATS ladies with whom she had undergone training!  The 
article had a photo of the group in 1945 and then a photo of 
them all meeting up the day before. 

When I went to collect the Royal couple to escort them to lunch, 
I asked Her Majesty if she had seen the article and photos 
to which she replied “Oh yes, I have and I have put it in my 
handbag, I hope that’s alright.”  I assured her it was more than 
alright (!) and as I was ‘on a roll’, so to speak and ‘striking while 
the iron was hot’, I said that we had all been desperately sad 
to lose Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother, as our Patron the 
previous year.  I then said that I appreciated that Her Majesty 
was beginning to hand over some of her patronages (she 
was 77 then) but I wondered if she would consider making an 
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exception for us and become our Patron given her service in the ATS.  She smiled, as only Her Majesty could, and said “just write to 
my Private Secretary, I will tell him to expect a letter from you”.  No more was said by either of us.  I wrote immediately.  The rest, as 
they say, is history.

How fortunate we were, therefore, to have Her Majesty as our Patron for the next 19 years during which time we were privileged to 
see her on several occasions …..
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In 2005 I went to the 60th Anniversary of the end of WW2 
and for the unveiling of the Monument to Women of WW2 in 
Whitehall by Her Majesty.  The ceremony was extremely moving 
and I was proud to be a part of it representing our Association.  
At the reception afterwards I was privileged to speak to our 
Patron, Lady Thatcher, Lady Soames (Winston Churchill’s 
daughter and a member of the ATS throughout the War) and 
Baroness Boothroyd.

On 8 July 2008 we received an invitation for 20 ATS members 
to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party to celebrate the 
70th Anniversary of the ATS.  I presented four of our most active 
and stalwart ATS members to Her Majesty during the afternoon 
- a memorable day for us all.  Our Patron was pleased to be 
reminded that it was the 70th Anniversary!  She was most 
relaxed and chatted to the five of us for about 10 minutes.  She 
was delighted to hear that our ATS members were still active, 
like her(!), particularly within the Association, and long may it be 
continued.

Her Majesty attended the Royal British Legion’s Field of 
Remembrance during Remembrance Week several times after 
becoming our Patron and always stopped to speak to us and 
our ATS veterans who had proudly braved the cold and the rain 
to see her in their ATS uniforms. 

In 2014 I was honoured to receive an MBE ‘for service to 
female veterans’. Imagine how thrilled I was on arrival at 
Windsor Castle on this special occasions to discover that it 
was Her Majesty herself presenting the awards that day.  She 
smiled to put me at my ease and said “I always look forward to 
receiving ‘Lioness’ magazine and reading the reminiscences 
of our female veterans”.  Wow!  I wasn’t expecting that ….. so 
I liked to think that as well as being well briefed she may have 
just remembered me…..

The last time I saw Her Majesty was at the Army and Navy Club 
in 2017 when we celebrated the ‘Women at War Centenary’, 
including the Centenary of the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC later to be QMAAC) and the Women’s Royal Naval 
Service (WRNS).  

Following the announcement of Her Majesty’s death I was 
asked to do some local radio broadcasts about how I was 
instrumental in getting Her Majesty to be our Patron.  I was 
interviewed by the following local radio stations: Solent, Surrey, 
Derby, Somerset, Leicester, Berkshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Teeside.  On the morning of Sunday 11th September I spoke 
to Callum MacDonald from Times Radio - he was standing 
outside the gates at Balmoral waiting for the Cortège to leave 
the castle, so that was a most moving interview.  Subsequently 
the BBC asked me to be available on the morning of HM’s 
Funeral to speak live to Sophie Raworth on BBC 1 television 
in Parliament Square but sadly, due to security implications, 
this was cancelled at the 11th hour.  It would have been a 
huge privilege to have done this interview on behalf of our 
Association, but it wasn’t to be.  However, how lovely and 
appropriate that Brigadier (Retd) Fiona Gardner, our Association 
Vice President, was able to represent us in Westminster Abbey 
for the funeral, and I know her memories of the day are included 
in this special edition of Lioness.

Words are inadequate at times like these.  Her Majesty was 
loved beyond measure by so many people for her dedication 
to service and duty, her empathy, her compassion, her ability 
to forgive and most of all, for her love.  Her Majesty sprinkled 
her own unique blend of stardust wherever she went and on 
whomsoever she met.  Whilst we in the WRAC Association 
mourn her passing profoundly, we are also proud to be British 
and a Veteran, as she was herself.

Lt Col (Retd) Sue Westlake MBE
Life Vice President
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Archive articles of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

Her Majesty the Queen’s connections to and links with the WRAC Association spanned 
most of her life.  The following are excerpts from previous issues of Lioness. 

In 1944 she was granted permission from her father, King George VI, to enlist into the Army 
– namely the Auxiliary Territorial Service.
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1945
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1946



17

1947

1948

On the conclusion of the war, and after spending an evening among the crowds with 
her sister, Princess Margaret, celebrating VE-Day, she did not take up the suggestion of 

remaining in the ATS, rather she returned to ‘other duties’.
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1949 Onwards
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H.R.H. The Princess Elizabeth lays her wreath at 
the Cenotaph



20



21



22



23



24



25



26
1979
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1996

2002



29

In 2003, at the request of the Association’s then Vice President, Sue Westlake, Her Majesty 
agreed to be Patron of the Association – a patronage that was to last for 19 years up to her 

death in September 2022.
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The Association annually sent birthday, Christmas and New Year, and AGM greetings to
 HM The Queen, our Patron.  On the death of HRH the Prince Philip we also sent a message of 

condolence.  The following are replies we received:
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