RISKY BUSINESS

GEQ:INMNOVATION

MOST OF US WOULDN'T DREAM OF BUYING FOOD IN A SUPERMARKET WITHOUT AT LEAST
CONSIDERING THE "BEST BEFORE AND "USE BY" DATES. SO WHY SHOULD WE BE EXPECTED
TO USE MAPS OR GEOSPATIAL DATA WHEN WE KNOW SO LITTLE ABOUT THEIR SOURCES
AND OVERALL QUALITY? IT'S ALL A MATTER OF RISK SAYS SEPPE CASSETTARI

Oneat the interasting things about the
COVID-19 pandermic s aur beRavioural
nesporise to risk. Someof us have become
More risk averse, cocoening our lives within
strict phsical parameters, while sthers are
more cazual about risk to the paint where they
may negatvedy imgact oo those around them.
Bt frones wve percaivie risk i3, a5 abways,
more puanced than at frst appedrs. At
anvindividual level, our appetize for risk
varies depending on our perceptions,
experences and what we: think wa krow,
When the concerm over blood clots
associzted with vaccinatiion was at ite heaght,
1 weas struck by the reported fact’ that you
were more Tkely todie in 4 car accident than
fram a vaccine-induged Blood clot. have ne
idaa it that = thue or not, but it did nat stop
people using their-cars. Driving. has become
an acceptablerizk .
dayand; Fsuspect; ranehy il aver guestian.

. onewa live with each

Craving certainty
Foor ot af s, iow we fespond to a particufar
risk will depend an the information we
abarh, Far maost af the time we rely an the
media pressntivg uswith statistics or'facts'
and yvee make a juthgemenit on fairly limited
inputs, We tend to atcept statistical evidenice
a5 igiving us a blackfwhite, yesfno aption
Erat it is pever that simphe While we crave
certainty, the only thirg of which we can be
certain is the uncertainty of irdormation.
But being presented with misne
irfferrmation and a discussion aoout
its accuracy ar atherwise s part of
beirwg abla 't understand its value
el howewe should use it
That leads me to the point bera.
Geagraphic data like all other data
|5 neverabsolute inits aoouracy, its
completeness, it cansistency and its
currency. The quality of geographic data,
like all other data iz inherentiy uncertain;
That & nat 1o say that those collecting,
tefnirg and presenting geographic data are
nat daing the very bt thay can tooarsuns
the very st acoaracy 5 achiensed, at least
within the bodgetary and time constraints
placed an ity creation. But no data can be
e hundred percent complete - that is the
rature of data, We sample, we generalize,
we adqaregate, we o all sorts of things
to the data 1o make it usable. That
is-a givers and it won't change.

ﬂ& Recognising

limitations
Honweenver, aryans wiing
geagraphic data
; shauld be thinking
g %‘ about its quality
h* and hiowits
limitations
may impact
on theway itis
used. What risks
are inherent in
the data being
applied in particular
circurmstances for
particular prebhams
and haw that data impacts

on the quality of an analysiz or soluticn that
is then used toinform decision makind,

17 is-after quite difficult toget hold of
proer guality measurss for data sets that
cirme fram primary gatherers, When
a particular data point collectied? What
stuce ar technigques were used? How
acourateisthe data in terrms of position or
classification? Is the daia set complete!

Thien itiz-all but impossible 1 get
propear quality measures or composite
datasets created fram muktipie sources.

It iz hard ta work aut what the quality
Is, 50 generally we don't Bother

Seeking consistency
There wias an initiative backin the 19905 1o
soid metadata inforrmation toall geospatial
olata. We subsequently created standards to
eraune that data iz at least cansistent in it
gualtty. Withoutcansistency there is very litthe
wee can da o dsuess hoer best 1o use a dataset

But Fewy wall are the standards faliowed?
Fro sure marny wher generate data aof one
sort peanather hawe only lirmited awaneness
of the current data staridasds and far less
appheciation af how to apoly them and
adviza their users of the implications

Thereis discussion about the need
far 'end -to-end metadatd tags giving
data afuldl like' quality catalogue that goes
everywhere a dataset-goes. But haw
oiften do you see ary guality 'warnings on
published maps? id venturs tosay never.

At a time of keightensd appreciation
that all decision-makirg involees some level
ofrisk and the desire fornot just more but
better information, naw is surely the time for
the geospatial indwstry v address this issoe.
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