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Graphics also found the degree of co-
ordmaunnu1mn*es~ ve I'* avetogive
a presentation this evening.” she said,

‘and I've already lfee“ to fouror fivein-
formation desks without being very sure
aboutanything but the location of room
in which it will be held.’

Peter Savieda of Genasys Madrid ex-
pressed surprise to find ‘so many visi-
tors from Eastern Europe and so few
from Spain’ and blamed it on a ‘re-
pressed’ Spanish GIS market. How-
ever. he said he was pleased with the
degree of knowledgeability of visitors.
“The days of people asking: “What is
this GIS?” seem to be over,’ Savleda
said. ‘People stopping at our stand
know whattheyare lookingatand, gen-
erally, what they are looking for—even
if not many of them are end users.’

Added Aline Duplaa of France’s Scot
Conseil: “We are finding that visitors
who stop at our stand know about GIS
and want demonstrations and infor-
mation relevant to their own business
needs.’

Though the European-French di-
chotomy was very apparent (for in-
stance, the ESRI stand, though staffed
by people fromseven nations, was clear-
ly French while the Intergraph stand

was pan-European in feeling), some
French exhibitors were clearly looking
outward. Catherine Le Cochennec of
SPOT IMAGE pointed out that 85 per
cent of her firm’s revenues are from ex-
ports, and was very pleased to find SPOT
IMAGE’s stand visited by ‘non-experts
from all over Europe who realize that
remote sensing and GIS are becoming
more and more linked.’

One innovative aspect of
MARI/EGIS ’94 was a marathon (five
hours plus) special session co-spon-
sored by SPOT IMAGEand ESRI, Inc.,
which tested both visitors’ endurance
and Anglo-French linguistic amity.
Though instantaneous translation was
available, and some papers were deliv-
ered in English, the tone of the event
was defiantly Gallic even to the point
of one member of a culminating ‘round
table’ apologizing for using an English
word wherea French one wouldn't quite
do.

Although the session was co-spon-
sored by ESRI, Larry Avers. executive
vice president of Intergraph Corporo-
ration, stuck it out on stage for the en-
tire marathon in order to deliver a 15-
minute talk illustrated by four slides. ‘I
was darned,’ he said, ‘if I was going to

let ESRI steal the day without getting
a word in for Intergraph.’

Another innovative aspect of
MARI/EGIS ’94 was an all-day con-
ference on Road Navigation and Data-
base, sponsored by Ortech and pre-
sentinga multinational range of experts
on the subject. According to Franck
Bleuzen, this conference—aimed at
commercial and industrial types, not
boffins—is a precursor for future spe-
cial MARI-allied conferences includ-
ing one on geo-marketing next year.

To sum up, MARI/EGIS wasn’t so
much a show as two shows—one French
and for the most part quite domestic in
feeling and the other pan-European—
coexisting quite happilyin a single venue.
Where the two intersected—SPOT
IMAGE, forinstance—one gota glimpse
of the super-Euro show which could
be. But not yet.

CHARILES ALVERSON is editor of
GIS Europe and Mapping Awareness.
He can be reached at Longman
Geolnformation, 507 Cambridge
Science Park, Milton Road,
Cambridge CB4 4ZD, UK. Tel: +34
223 423020; Fax: +44 223 425787

Conference report: where are the lost leaders—

and presenters?

BY SBEPPE CASSETTARI

he fifth EGIS conference, set in

I the context of an expanding Eu-
ropean Union and more fully in-
t.demonstrated a GIS
o is also extending its
m=ach [tw=szusnded by over 700 del-
es Tom 45 diferent :o::n:ries. A
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the two-volume proceedings have a stag-
gering 2,145 pages. The GIS commu-
nity is as prolific with the written word
as it is geographically diverse.

But what did it all achieve? Will the
proceedings be used for more than rather
expensive, environmentally-unfriend-
lv doorstops? The EGIS conference is
essentially a gathering of those of the
academic persuasion, and therefore I
was 'oo’-:i*‘:c for some academic va!i~
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_
Where are the Jack
Dangermonds, Michael
Goodchilds and David Rhinds
of tomorrow?
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Looking forward

There were many interesting and valid
papers on the application of GIS to a
wide range of problems. Few of the
contributors had a background in ge-
ography, afact which confirms the inter-
disciplinary nature of the subject—some-
thing the GIS community rightly wishes
to promote. But it was also clear that
GIS is currently characterized by the
‘reinvention of the wheel’. The prob-
lem is that many current GIS users are
not fromthe ‘traditional’ GIS disciplines
and remain either unaware of the body
of work on these subject areas or else
do not have access to the literature.
The GIS industry has some funda-
mental issues to tackle and resolve.
Theserange from theapplication oftrue
spatial statistics in a user-friendly envi-
ronment to generic decision-support
strategics. A key arca is the issuc of
metadata. We still have little idea how
to tackle accuracy and currency in
geographic databases. These subjects

" were, to a large extent, avoided by the

conference, no doubt because they are
difficult to solve.

In many ways the structure of the
conference and the type of papers it
attracts exacerbates this problem. The
number of really innovative and new
contributions is few. Perhaps the
organizers need to be more selective,
to exercise a degree of control and to
stimulate those areas not otherwise
developed.
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GIS is currently characterized
by the ‘reinvention of the
wheel”.

Leadership

What is also clear from this conference
is that GIS lacks innovative, forward
thinking and progressive leadership.
Where are the Jack Dangermonds,
Michael Goodchilds and David Rhinds
oftomorrow? We need to see their like
presenting and inspiring the next gen-
eration of spatial information solutions.

The quality of contributions varied
greatly, both in terms of written content
and presentation. I admire those who
tackle any such undertaking—particu-

larly when they do so in a second lan-
guage—but as a lecturer, I do not ap-
preciate lack of préparation, poor vi-
sual aids or a reading from the text.

Finally, can I add a plea to all those
who were scheduled to be present but
failed to arrive at their sessions? The
credibility of the GIS community is un-
dermined by what is becoming an all
too prevalent disdain for the audience.
We spend too much time and effort at-
tending conferences to learn from those
who. as presenters, hold themselves up
as leaders of the European GIS com-
munity, only to be disappointed much
of the time.

Future directions

EGIS could help GIS become the con-
ceptual home for integrated technolo-
gies in the latter half of the 1990s. For
this to occur, however, EGIS’s devel-
opment must be nurtured and guided.
The organizers must take a pro-active
role. The integration of UDMS and
AM/FM with EGIS in 1995 is a posi-
tive step forward and one most EGIS
'094 attendees seemed to welcome. @
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