3-5 years

Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
The Detective Dog by Julia Donaldson and Sara Ogilvie
The Highway Rat by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler
Penelope Snoop, Ace Detective by Pamela Butchard and Christine Roussey
The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers
I want my hat back by Jon Klassen
The Lighthouse Keeper's Mystery by Ronda Armitage
Poo in the Zoo: The Great Poo Mystery by Smallman, Steve




5-8 years
Pugly solves a crime by Pamela Butchart and Gemma Correll
Investigators: Off the Hook by John Patrick Green
Mr Poirot: Mischief on the Nile by Roger Hargreaves and Agatha Christie
Little Miss Marple: Muddle at the Vicarage by Roger Hargreaves and Agatha Christie
Anisha, Accidental Detective by Serena Patel
The Famous Five Five have a mystery to solve by Enid Blyton
Moomin and the Midsummer Mystery by Jansson, Tove
Lizzie and Lucky: The Mystery of the Missing Puppies by Rix, Megan
The Muddlemoor Mysteries: The Book Club Bank Heist by Ruth Quayle and Marta Kissi
The Mona Lisa Mystery by Pat Hutchins and Laurence Hutchins










8-11 years
Ruby Redfort by Lauren Child
Malamander by Thomas Taylor
London Eye Mystery
Agatha Oddly
Sam Sedgman Clockwork Conspiracy
Goth Girl and the Ghost of a Mouse by Chris Riddell
Dead Man’s Cove by Lauren St John
The Highland Falcon Thief by MG Leonard
Skandar and the Unicorn thief by A F Steadman
A clock strikes murder by Michelle Harrison
Emil and the Detectives by Erich Kastner
The Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine


11-14 years

Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens
At Deepdean School for Girls, finding a dead body is very much not on the timetable. But when Hazel Wong stumbles across a corpse that promptly vanishes, she and her best friend Daisy Wells — secret founders of the Detective Society — are on the case. Sharp, funny and packed with red herrings, this is a mystery series to devour.

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
When seventeen-year-old Avery discovers she has inherited a billionaire's fortune - a man she has never met - there is one condition: she must move into his sprawling mansion and solve the riddles he left behind. Full of secrets, suspects and jaw-dropping twists, this is a puzzle-box thriller that is almost impossible to put down.

One of Us Is Lying by Karen McManus
Five students walk into detention. Only four walk out. When the fifth dies in suspicious circumstances, every one of his classmates has a secret - and a motive. A clever, gripping whodunnit that asks: how well do you really know the people around you? Perfect for fans of twisty mysteries with real nerve.

The Sign of Four by Arthur Conan Doyle
It is London, 1888. A woman receives a mysterious pearl every year from an unknown sender — then her father vanishes without trace. Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson are on the case, racing through fog-drenched streets towards a stolen treasure and a deadly conspiracy. Fast, atmospheric and thrillingly clever.

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
A snowbound train. A murdered passenger. Thirteen suspects - all with an alibi. Hercule Poirot, the world's greatest detective, is on board and nothing is what it seems. Christie's most ingeniously plotted mystery is a masterclass in misdirection, and the solution is one of the most satisfying in all of crime fiction.

Wild East by Ashley Hickson-Lovence
East London is all Ronny has ever known — until tragedy forces his family to leave. In his new city, as a Black teenager in a mostly white school, he feels like a complete outsider, caught between keeping his head down and his dream of making it as a rapper. Then a visiting poet shows him something unexpected: that bars are poetry, rap is spoken word, and maybe the two together could change everything.

The Lost Twin: A Scarlet and Ivy Mystery by Sophie Cleverly
Ivy is sent to Rookwood boarding school to secretly take the place of her missing twin sister, Scarlet. But strange things are happening in the shadows of Rookwood's corridors - and Scarlet has left coded messages behind. Atmospheric, creepy and compulsive, this series is impossible to stop reading once started.

The Name of This Book Is Secret by Pseudonymous Bosch
Warning: you should not be reading this book. Two children investigate the mysterious death of a magician — and stumble into a secret society's centuries-old hunt for the secret of immortality. Hilarious, brilliantly strange and narrated by an author who desperately does not want you to find out what happens next.

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy
Skulduggery Pleasant is a skeleton. He is also a detective, a sorcerer, and frankly the most stylish investigator in the business. When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits her uncle's estate, she finds herself drawn into a world of magic, murder and ancient evil. Wickedly funny, action-packed and utterly unlike anything else.

Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency by Douglas Adams
Dirk Gently believes in the fundamental interconnectedness of all things — which is why his detective cases tend to involve time travel, a horse in a bathroom and the ghost of a dead composer. Wildly funny and genuinely baffling in the best possible way, this is a mystery for readers who like their crime 





14+

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
A daring heist. An impossible target. Six criminals with nothing to lose. Kaz Brekker is the most feared thief in the city of Ketterdam, and he has just been offered the job of a lifetime — if he can pull together a crew of misfits, outcasts and killers first. Gripping, twisty and packed with unforgettable characters, this is fantasy crime at its very best.

This Book Kills by Ravena Guron
When a student is found dead, bookworm Nadia is suddenly a suspect - because he died in exactly the same way as a character in a short story she wrote. Fast, funny and brilliantly meta, this is a mystery that plays with everything you think you know about whodunnits. Perfect for anyone who has ever thought they could solve a crime better than the detective.

A Good Girl's Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson
Everyone in Fairview knows that Sal Singh killed Andie Bell five years ago. The case is closed. Pip Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure, and for her school project she is going to prove it. What starts as homework quickly becomes something far more dangerous. Tense, clever and completely addictive, this is one of the most gripping crime novels written for teenagers in years.

Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence
Marlon is sixteen and has always stayed well clear of trouble — until one date changes everything. When the girl he is with dies suddenly, Marlon finds himself hunted by dangerous people and desperately searching for answers. A powerful, propulsive thriller set in East London, full of heart and with real stakes on every page.

The Agency for Scandal by Laura Wood
Eighteen-year-old Isobel Stanhope is juggling three secrets: her family is secretly broke, she is hopelessly in love with a Duke who doesn't know she exists, and she works for the Aviary — an underground investigative agency run entirely by women. When a case drops involving gaslighting, blackmail and missing jewels, and the Duke himself is tangled up in it, Izzy is in deeper than she ever bargained for. 

Crossing the Line by Tia Fisher
Erik's world fell apart when his dad died — and it has been unravelling ever since. Struggling at home and getting into trouble at school, he finds himself drawn into the wrong crowd and offered money that feels like a lifeline. But easy money never stays easy, and what starts as a small favour quickly becomes a dangerous debt he cannot walk away from. When the people he loves most are threatened, Erik has to make an impossible choice. 

Little White Lies by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
When Auto mechanic Sawyer Taft's estranged grandmother offers her a six-figure contract to participate in debutante season, Sawyer's first instinct is to run a mile. But then she realizes her grandmother's offer might mean solving the biggest mystery of her life - her father's identity. So she signs on the dotted line and braces herself for a year of makeovers, big dresses and even bigger egos. . .

Break to You by Neal Shusterman, Debra Young and Michelle Knowlden
Adriana is counting the months until she is out of Compass juvenile detention centre. Her journal is her only escape — until she discovers someone has read it and written back. Jon lives on the other side of the gender-divided facility, and what begins as stolen words on a page quickly becomes something neither of them expected. Intense, tender and told partly through love poems, this is a story about two young people refusing to be defined by the systems that hold them — and the power of being truly seen.

How to Die Famous by Benjamin Dean
Hollywood is all glitter on the surface — but underneath, something sinister is lurking. When fifteen-year-old Milo lands a role on a hit TV show, he starts digging into the suspicious death of a young actor on set. A bold, fast-paced mystery that takes on the dark side of fame with wit and a brilliant eye for detail.

The Agathas by Kathleen Glasgow and Liz Lawson
The most popular girl in school is dead. And everyone’s blaming the wrong guy. After falling from grace last summer, Agatha Christie-obsessed Alice Ogilvie needs to stay out of trouble. While smart and reclusive Iris Adams just wants to get the hell out of Castle Cove. But now they have a murder to solve. There are clues the police are ignoring, a list of suspects a mile long and some very dangerous cliffs. Amateur detectives Alice and Iris are about to uncover just how many secrets their sleepy seaside town is hiding…





