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CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH 
 

Scouts - all open to both boys and girls 
Mondays    Cubs aged 8–10, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
   Explorers aged 14–18, 8.15 p.m. – 9.15 p.m. 
Wednesdays     Beavers aged 6–8, 5 p.m. – 6.15 p.m. 
Fridays     Scouts aged 10–14, 7 p.m. – 8.45 p.m. 
Girl Guiding 
Tuesdays  Guides aged 10-14, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Wednesdays  Brownies aged 7-10, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
 
Monday 6th         Indoor Bowls Club, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday) 
Monday 6th     Community Drop In, Village Hall, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
   (and every Monday) 
Monday 6th              Yarnton Band, 7.30 p.m. - 8.45 p.m. (and every Monday, except Bank Holidays) 
Tuesday 7th   Yarnton Bridge Club, Village Hall, 9.30 a.m. (and every Tuesday) 
Wednesday 1st      Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. 
Thursday 2nd           Yarnton Band Learners and Training Band, 6.45 p.m. - 7.25 p.m. 

                     Senior Band, 7.30 p.m. - 8.45 p.m.  (and every Thursday)  
Thursday 2nd   Maundy Thursday service, St. Bartholomew’s, 7 p.m. 
Friday 3rd   Good Friday service, St. Bartholomew’s, 2 p.m. 
Sunday 5th  Easter Sunday Dawn Vigil, St. Bartholomew’s, 6 a.m., Holy Communion, 11 a.m., 
   followed by an Easter Egg Hunt 
Wednesday 8th  Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.30 p.m. 
Thursday 9th    W.I. Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.  
Friday 10th          Copy date May Village News  
Wednesday 15th    Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. 
Thursday 16th  Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m. 
Wednesday 22nd  Annual Parish Meeting, Village Hall, 6.30 p.m. 
Wednesday 29th    Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. 
 
St. Bartholomew’s Church 
Regular services   
Sundays        8 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
   11 a.m. Parish Communion, with Junior Church, followed by coffee 
Wednesdays    9.30 a.m. Holy Communion  
On Facebook  Sundays, 9.30 a.m. Sunday Eucharist  
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Advertising Rates 
One-eighth A4 page: £13 per issue, £117 per year. One-quarter A4 page: £21 per issue, £189 per year. 
One-half A4 page: £35 per issue, £315 per year. Whole A4 page: £60 per issue. 
Classified Ads: 5p per word.  Must include telephone number. 
The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers. 
 
Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton. 
 
Yarnton Village News is printed by KMS Litho (Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd.), tel. 01608 737640, 
email: enquiries@kmslitho.co.uk 
 
If you contact any of our advertisers, please tell them you found them in the Yarnton Village News. 
 
Donations towards our running costs will be gratefully received at any time.  The bank details are: 
Yarnton Village News, Sort code 09 01 54, Account No. 42646089. 
 
 

Copy Deadline for May Issue 
 

Material for inclusion in the May  Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 10th April. 
Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and maryclarke2305@googlemail.com 

or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637. 
The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of space 

limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. 
Copy date for the June issue is Friday 8th May. 

 
 
 
Village News Distribution 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help with the distribution 
of the Village News – either on an occasional basis when 
someone is ill or on holiday, or to take on a round in the 
future when needed. 
We would also appreciate a couple more volunteers to be 
part of the team which delivers the bulk copies to the 
various distributors. 
If you think you could help, then please contact Richard 
Briggs on the email address on the front cover. 
Thank you. 
Village News Committee 
 
 

 
Yarnton Village Hall New Roof Project 
 
Yarnton Village Hall is set to undergo a significant 
improvement project this spring, with plans confirmed to 
replace the existing roof and install solar panels. 
The project, which has been in development for some time, 
will see the existing ageing roof replaced with a modern, 
durable structure designed to better protect the hall from 
the elements while improving insulation and overall 
efficiency. As part of the upgrade, solar panels will be 
installed, marking a significant step towards reducing the 
hall’s environmental impact and ongoing energy costs. 
Funding for the project has been secured through a 
combination of sources. Yarnton Village Hall has 
contributed over 60% of the total cost, demonstrating a 
strong commitment to maintaining and improving the 
building. Additional grant funding has been received from 
the Parish Council, along with support from other 
organisations, helping to make the project possible. 
Work is due to commence in May 2026. While there may 
be some temporary disruption during the construction 
period, the committee will aim to keep the hall operational 
where it is safe to do so and will keep users informed of 
any changes. 



 
Turning Memories into Masterpieces: Resident Ron’s Inspiring Art Exhibition at Floryn House Care Home 

 
A talented resident at Floryn House Care Home in Yarnton recently fulfilled a lifelong dream by hosting his very own art 
exhibition within the home, welcoming residents, family members, staff and the local community for a heartfelt afternoon of 
admiring creativity and celebration. 
On Wednesday 25th February, Ronald Mutton, resident of Floryn House Care Home since July 2025, proudly unveiled a 
collection of artwork inspired by his extraordinary travels around the world. From iconic landmarks to breathtaking 
landscapes, each piece told the story of a life rich in adventure, resilience and passion. 
Ron, now aged 81, has explored some of the world’s most remarkable destinations, but one adventure in particular profoundly 
shaped his journey. While skydiving in the Himalayan mountains, a malfunctioning parachute led to a serious collision with the 
mountainside, resulting in five weeks of hospital treatment in India. Following his recovery, Ron reflected deeply on the beauty 
he had witnessed across the globe and felt compelled to preserve those memories in a meaningful way. 
Determined not to let those moments fade, he began creating artistic interpretations of the landscapes and sights that had 
moved him most. From the majestic Taj Mahal shimmering against the night sky to the tranquil waters of Lake Garda and 
scenes from the North of England, his paintings capture both the grandeur of the locations and the emotion behind them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognising how important it was for Ron to share his work, the team at Floryn House Care Home organised a special 
exhibition within the home. The event was attended by fellow residents, relatives, staff members and guests from the local 
community, all eager to celebrate his talent. Refreshments were served, conversations flowed, and the home was filled with 
pride and admiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron said: ‘This day was more special than I ever expected or dreamed of. I want to thank everyone who took their time to 
attend my very own Art Exhibition’. 
Charlotte Whitford, Activities Manager at Floryn House Care Home, added: ‘Supporting our residents to continue achieving 
their dreams is at the heart of everything we do. Seeing Ron share his incredible life experiences through his artwork and 
watching the joy it brought to everyone was truly special’. 
The event not only highlighted Ron’s creativity and resilience but also demonstrated Floryn House Care Home’s commitment 
to celebrating the individuality, talents and ongoing aspirations of every resident. By creating opportunities for residents to 
pursue lifelong passions, the home continues to foster a vibrant and supportive community where dreams can still become 
reality. 
 
For further information contact Floryn House Care Home at: 
Tel. 01865 259555, email: info@florynhousecare.co.uk, website: www.florynhousecare.co.uk  

  

 
 

 



 





 
Yarnton Village Hall 

 
The hall comprises a large Main Hall with enclosed garden 
and a smaller Back Room with use of kitchenette.  The hall 
is fully accessible - facilities include stage, kitchen, toilets 
with disabled facilities and car park.  The hall is available 
for hire for meetings, training events, shows, lunches, 
clubs, sales, parties, etc. 
 
The charges for hiring the rooms are per hour unless 
stated. 
Main Hall 
Village residents : £12.00 
Non Village Residents: £14.00 
Kitchen  
£8.00 - per session 
Back Room      
Village residents: £11.00 
Non Village Residents: £13.00 
 
If having a bouncy castle/gaming van an extra charge of 
£6.00 is charged for electric. 
 
A separate deposit of £100 is required when booking the 
hall. 
For further information or to book the hall please contact 
Booking Secretary  
yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com or 07948 722633 
  

 
 



Our March speaker was Malcolm Wells whose talk was
the Army as a medical assistant in the Gulf War, a cellist with the Army and the 16 years he spent with Canine Partners, a 
charity which trains assistance dogs.  Malcom had many amusing tales
a Royal Banquet and being mistaken for a member of the Royal Household when receiving his MBE at Buckingham Palace.
On 2nd April we will hear Dave Thornhill talk about ‘
is affecting flooding in the UK and what it means for our communities.  He will look at the different types of flooding we fa
and how planning, infrastructure and nature
biscuits. 
The Walking Group went on an interesting historical walk in Oxford.  We assembled at Gloucester Green Bus Station and 
walked up Walton Street, stopping for a quick look inside the beautiful St
Schwarzman Centre for The Humanities, where we were able to see the amazing domed glass ceiling.  The route then took us 
back into Oxford via Park Town and University Parks, whic
Book Group 1 has just finished reading ‘Leonard and Hungry Paul’
about the book.  Our book for March is ‘Beautifully Ugly’
The first Welsh Conversation Group will meet on 26
your Welsh, please get in touch with us.  For more information, please refer to our website: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our monthly meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 
1JL,  2 p.m. for a 2.15 p.m. speaker.  Our u3a branch is centred in Woodstock but welcomes people from the surrounding areas. 
Are you recently retired and looking for local social activities around interests you have?  Our interest groups develop when
someone is willing to run them – maybe you have 
website:  www.woodstocku3a.uk.  We would be delighted to hear from you.  
For more information on forth coming speakers, please visit our website: 
 
 
 

 

Our March speaker was Malcolm Wells whose talk was entitled ‘So Far So Good’.  He entertained us with tales about his time in 
the Army as a medical assistant in the Gulf War, a cellist with the Army and the 16 years he spent with Canine Partners, a 

assistance dogs.  Malcom had many amusing tales, which included playing the wrong National Anthem at 
a Royal Banquet and being mistaken for a member of the Royal Household when receiving his MBE at Buckingham Palace.

k about ‘Flooding and Climate Change’.  Dave will speak about how climate change 
is affecting flooding in the UK and what it means for our communities.  He will look at the different types of flooding we fa

ture and nature-based solutions can help us respond. Visitors £3 to include tea/coffee and 

roup went on an interesting historical walk in Oxford.  We assembled at Gloucester Green Bus Station and 
a quick look inside the beautiful St. Barnabus Church. Our next stop was the 

Schwarzman Centre for The Humanities, where we were able to see the amazing domed glass ceiling.  The route then took us 
back into Oxford via Park Town and University Parks, which was carpeted in spring flowers. 

nard and Hungry Paul’  by Ronan Hession.  This was followed by a lively discussion 
Beautifully Ugly’ by Alice Feeney. 

will meet on 26th March at 10.30 a.m.  If you are a Welsh speaker or would like to practice 
your Welsh, please get in touch with us.  For more information, please refer to our website: www.woodstocku3a.uk

The Needlework Group has been busy making blankets to sen
Hamblin Fistula Charity.  This charity treats women who
maternity health care in Ethiopia, are suffering from appalling childbirth 
injuries.  Each woman is given a homemade blanket on arrival in hospital. 
They become a treasured source of comfort to the women.  Three full sized 
blankets and two baby blankets have been sent off.  The group conti
knit blankets. 

Our monthly meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at St. Hugh’s Centre, Hensington Road, Woodstock, OX20 
3a branch is centred in Woodstock but welcomes people from the surrounding areas. 

Are you recently retired and looking for local social activities around interests you have?  Our interest groups develop when
maybe you have something that you can offer?  If so please make contact with us through the 

We would be delighted to hear from you.   
For more information on forth coming speakers, please visit our website: www.woodstocku3a.uk. 

 

.  He entertained us with tales about his time in 
the Army as a medical assistant in the Gulf War, a cellist with the Army and the 16 years he spent with Canine Partners, a 

which included playing the wrong National Anthem at 
a Royal Banquet and being mistaken for a member of the Royal Household when receiving his MBE at Buckingham Palace. 

will speak about how climate change 
is affecting flooding in the UK and what it means for our communities.  He will look at the different types of flooding we face 

based solutions can help us respond. Visitors £3 to include tea/coffee and 

roup went on an interesting historical walk in Oxford.  We assembled at Gloucester Green Bus Station and 
Barnabus Church. Our next stop was the 

Schwarzman Centre for The Humanities, where we were able to see the amazing domed glass ceiling.  The route then took us 

by Ronan Hession.  This was followed by a lively discussion 

If you are a Welsh speaker or would like to practice 
www.woodstocku3a.uk. 

been busy making blankets to send to The 
Hamblin Fistula Charity.  This charity treats women who, due to lack of 

are suffering from appalling childbirth 
given a homemade blanket on arrival in hospital. 

They become a treasured source of comfort to the women.  Three full sized 
blankets and two baby blankets have been sent off.  The group continues to 

Hugh’s Centre, Hensington Road, Woodstock, OX20 
3a branch is centred in Woodstock but welcomes people from the surrounding areas. 

Are you recently retired and looking for local social activities around interests you have?  Our interest groups develop when 
something that you can offer?  If so please make contact with us through the 

stocku3a.uk.  

 
 
 

 



 
Combe Mill,Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, 
OX29 8ET 
 
Sunday 19th April: ‘In Steam’  themed event ‘Military 
Vehicles’. Bring the children. The North Oxfords & 
Cotswold Military Vehicle Trust and Home Guard display 
will be visiting, with others represented. Interested in 
Military? This is the event for you. The children will love 
the Jeeps and Army Trucks. 
All machinery working and being demonstrated by our 
lovely volunteers.  Combe Mill is a Late 19th Century Grade 
II   Listed Water Mill on Blenheim Palace Estate by the 
River Evenlode, in its day the workshop for Blenheim 
Palace estate - not to be missed. 
Tea Room open for refreshments; enjoy in the picnic area 
by the River Evenlode. Browse our Mini Market too, Gift 
Shop,Tombola, BBQ.  Dogs Welcome.  Free Parking. 
Adults £9.50. Seniors £8.50. Accompanied children under 
15 FREE.   
Open every Wednesday until the end of October for self-
guided tours. Tea Room open. 
Admission: Adults £6, Concessions £5, Accompanied 
children under 15 free.  
Open: 10.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
Enjoyed your visit?  Why not enquire about volunteering? 
We would love to hear from you. 
Contact Combe Mill Society, tel.01993 358694. 
www.combemill.org   

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Village Fete Raffle – tickets available from 1st 
April 
 
As part of our fundraising for the Rutten Lane Play Park 
Renewal Project, raffle tickets for the Village Fete (Sunday 
17th May) will be available from 1st April. Tickets cost £1 
each, and every pound raised will go directly towards the 
renovation of our much-loved park. 
Tickets can be purchased through local groups and at the 
Village Hall during regular sessions such as Band Practice, 
Lunch Club, Gardening Club and other hall activities. 
Please refer to the front page of Village News for the times 
and dates of these sessions. We will also confirm via 
Facebook when raffle tickets will be available at specific 
sessions. 
We’ve already received some fantastic prizes from 
generous local businesses and organisations, including 
family passes, local vouchers, leisure experiences and 
wellbeing prizes. Additional donations are also expected 
over the coming weeks. 
Volunteers needed – Sunday 17th May 
We are still looking for volunteers to help on the day of the 
fete - whether that’s setting up, helping on stalls, selling 
raffle tickets, or clearing away afterwards. Even an hour of 
your time would make a real difference and help ensure 
the day runs smoothly. 
If you’re able to help, please get in touch 
at yarntonparkrenewal@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your continued support. Every ticket bought 
and every offer of help brings us closer to delivering 
meaningful improvements to our park for the whole 
community. 

 
 

  



 
Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock 

Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
 

Minister: Rev. Paul Carter, tel. 01865 373958, Email: paul.carter@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 
Local Contact Woodstock: Mrs Sue Beuzeval, tel. 01865 849696, Email: sue.beuzeval@woodstockmethodists.org.uk 

Local Contact Kidlington: Mel Snelling, mel.snelling@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk 
There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of forthcoming 
services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the appropriate website. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time. 
 

Services in April 
‘Local Arrangement’ invariably means instead of a ‘live’ preacher you can watch a pre-recorded service on screen at church. 

Go to oxfordmethodists.org.uk/worship.html  where details can be found of various recorded services
 

Woodstock 
5th  10.30 a.m. Easter Day – Sue Barratt 
12th   10.30 a.m. ‘Easter Songs of Praise’ 
    Local Church Group 
19th     10.30 a.m. Paul Rosentall 
26th    10.30 a.m. Alistair Jackson 
     
We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at 
10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens.  The 
first part of the morning is shared with adults in church  
before we then go round to the church hall to share in our 
own activities.  We are always delighted to see new 
members, whether with or without their parents! 
 
 

 
Kidlington 
5th     10 a.m. Easter Day - Paul Spray 
12th     10 a.m. Graeme Thompson 
19th    10 a.m. Rev. Paul Carter 
    Holy Communion 
26th  10 a.m. Local Church Group 
 
Every Thursday we meet at 10.00 a.m. for a short informal 
time of prayer followed by coffee.  On the third Thursday 
of the month, this incorporates a celebration of 
communion.  All Welcome! 
The Kidlington church also runs a Junior Church and 
crèche on Sunday mornings. 



Very well played  – Yarnton Band 
 

 

The band at Cokethorpe School Saturday 28th February – photo Alex Stroud 
 

Over the weekend more than 1000 players in 41 bands took part in the Oxfordshire and District Brass Bands Association 
Winter Contest; the band travelling furthest was the Tongwynlais Band from Wales. 
When we played our test piece, ‘Music for Jock Tamson’, the reporter from British Bandsman wrote: ‘What a great piece of 
music and very well played by the band, sounded like you enjoyed the piece which is a big plus....good Euphonium (Matilda 
Hawes).....Brilliant flugel solo (Daniel Pye)....Good full sound from the lower band....Well done to all.’ 
Sadly, we didn’t win a cup, but the adjudicator wrote: ‘Confident start....full sound as required....well done Basses.....I note good 
musical style throughout.’  Who won our section? Hook Norton Band, sponsored by the brewery and almost wholly mature, 
older players when compared with Yarnton! 
Future band events include Sunday 12th April, the Band’s solo contest at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2 p.m.; Sunday 
26th April, Oxfordshire & District Brass Festival featuring solos, duets and other ensembles;   Saturday 2nd May 2 p.m. –  
3.30 p.m. Red Lion Yarnton.   
Peter Hewis
  

 

 



Can ChatGPT write your Will? 
  
The answer, technically speaking, is yes. But then again, technically speaking, my toaster can be used to warm socks. That 
doesn’t mean it’s a good idea. You see, ChatGPT (a form of Artificial Intelligence - in short  ‘AI’) is a marvel of modern 
engineering - it can produce text that looks convincing, sounds authoritative, and might even pass muster at a glance. But 
when it comes to something as legally delicate as your Will, appearances are not enough. In fact, they’re dangerously 
misleading. 
  
The Legal Landscape 
Under English law, a valid Will must meet certain formalities. These are not optional. They are not ‘guidelines’ or ‘best 
practices’. They are rules. And if you break them, your Will could be as useful as a chocolate teapot. For starters, the Will must 
be signed and witnessed correctly. That means two independent witnesses, present at the same time, watching you sign the 
document. AI cannot supervise your signing, nor can it verify whether or not your cousin Nigel shouldn’t act as your witness. 
Then there’s clarity of intent. Your Will must make it abundantly clear what you want to happen to your estate. If it’s 
ambiguous - say, you leave ‘my house’ to someone, but you own three - then you’re inviting a family feud worthy of a soap 
opera. AI, for all its cleverness, doesn’t know your life. It doesn’t know your assets, your relationships, or the law’s fondness 
for precision. It guesses. And guessing is not a good legal strategy. 
The Risks 
Let’s look at the risks of using ChatGPT to write your Will. They are many, and they are serious. 
1. Omissions and ambiguity: AI might forget to include your pension or your holiday home in Devon. It might muddle your 
intentions or misinterpret your instructions. The result? Confusion, disputes, and possibly costly litigation. 
2. Misleading confidence: ChatGPT has a habit of sounding very sure of itself. It will tell you things with the confidence of a pub 
know-it-all, even when it’s completely wrong. And unless you’re a solicitor, you will not spot the errors. 
3. Invalid signing: As mentioned, AI cannot witness your signature or make sure your Will is executed properly. This alone can 
render the Will invalid. 
4. Jurisdictional errors: ChatGPT is trained on global data. It might default to American law, or Canadian law, or Martian law 
for all we know. Unless you’re paying close attention, you could end up with a Will that’s legally meaningless in the UK. 
5. No safety net: If your AI-generated will goes wrong, there’s no one to blame. No professional indemnity insurance. No 
regulatory body. Just you, your grieving relatives, and a costly legal mess. 
When AI might be useful (but only just) 
Now, I’m not saying AI is entirely useless. That would be unfair. It can be helpful in certain limited circumstances. 
1. If you’re trying to understand basic legal terminology, AI can explain things in plain English. It’s like having a friendly 
paralegal who never sleeps. 
2. If you want to explore your options before speaking to a solicitor, AI can help you think things through. It’s a bit like 
sketching out a route before you set off on a long drive. 
But - and this is a big but - AI should never be your sole source of legal advice. 
When you absolutely must see a Solicitor 
There are times when DIY simply won’t cut it. If any of the following apply to you, put down the chatbot and pick up the 
phone: 
1. You own property or assets in more than one country. 
2.  You have children, dependants, or vulnerable beneficiaries. 
3.  You’re divorced, separated, or part of a blended family. 
4.  You want to exclude someone from your Will (brace yourself). 
5.  You’re trying to minimise inheritance tax. 
6.  You’re worried about your Will being challenged. 
Solicitors are trained to spot problems before they arise. They draft watertight clauses. They ensure proper execution. And 
crucially, they’re regulated and insured. If something goes wrong, you have recourse. 
 
Final Thoughts: Don’t leave it to chance 
ChatGPT is a clever bit of kit. It can explain things, simulate conversations, and even write a passable sonnet. But it cannot 
replace a solicitor. Not for something as important as a Will. For most people, especially those with anything more complex 
than a goldfish and a savings account, seeing a solicitor is the safest, most cost-effective way to ensure your wishes are 
honoured. 
 
Anna Boucher is an inheritance tax, wills and probate specialist 
 solicitorat The Burnside Partnership(Combe office). Each month,  
Anna will share helpful tips on inheritance law, mixing humour 
 with practical advice. If you have any followup questions, you can 
email her at anna.boucher@theburnsidepartnership.com or call  
the Combe office on 01865 987781 and ask for her secretary,  
Sarah.

 



 

 
 

YARNTON GARDENING CLUB 
invites you to a 

GRAND PLANT SALE 
 

Saturday 23rd May 2026 
Yarnton Village Hall, 2.30 p.m. 

 
Plants of many types and varieties including vegetables, shrubs, 

house plants, perennials, bedding, annuals, etc. 
 

Plus home-made cakes and produce 
 

Light refreshments. 
 

For further details tel. 372637 
 

 
 

 



Discover the wildlife on your doorstep: Join TVERC’s City Nature Challenge and Noticing Nature events 
 
Did you know that wildlife is all around us: even in our villages, parks, and gardens? This spring and summer, Thames Valley 
Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), which collects and shares wildlife information for Oxfordshire and Berkshire,  
 is inviting people across Oxfordshire, including Yarnton, to take a closer look at the nature on their doorstep through two free 
initiatives: the City Nature Challenge 2026 and the Noticing Nature events programme. 
City Nature Challenge 2026: 24th – 27th April 
The City Nature Challenge is a global community science event that encourages people to record wildlife over a four-day 
period. Taking place from Friday 24th to Monday 27th April, the challenge brings together hundreds of cities and their 
surrounding areas worldwide to celebrate nature and contribute valuable data to biodiversity research.  
Participants simply use the free iNaturalist app or website to photograph and record wild plants, animals, fungi, or signs of 
wildlife they spot while out walking, cycling, or even relaxing in their garden. Every observation helps build a clearer picture of 
local wildlife and supports conservation efforts both locally and globally.  
This year, TVERC is hosting the City Nature Challenge across Oxfordshire and Berkshire for the fourth year running, with an 
increased focus on recording high-quality, wild observations that can be used by scientists and decision-makers. Whether 
you’re an experienced wildlife recorder or completely new, everyone is welcome to take part.  
Noticing Nature events 
Alongside the City Nature Challenge, TVERC is also running a series of free Noticing Nature events throughout 2026. These 
relaxed, guided sessions are designed to help people slow down, tune in to their surroundings, and build confidence in 
noticing and identifying wildlife.  
Led by TVERC’s biodiversity officers in collaboration with local volunteers, the events take place at a variety of green spaces 
across Oxfordshire, from meadows and commons to nature reserves. You might find yourself listening for birdsong, spotting 
wildflowers, or learning to recognise the signs animals leave behind. 
Noticing Nature events are suitable for adults, but families are welcome, and no prior knowledge is needed. Research shows 
that spending time connecting with nature can benefit both mental and physical wellbeing, making these sessions a great way 
to enjoy the outdoors while learning something new.  
The Noticing Nature programme is free to attend, thanks to support from The National Lottery Community Fund’s WISH 
Partnership, but booking is required as places are limited.  
Get Involved 
Whether you fancy a one-off wildlife challenge in April or a gentle guided walk later in the year, these events offer a welcoming 
way to engage with nature and contribute to a better understanding of our local environment. 
To find out more about the City Nature Challenge or to book a Noticing Nature event, visit TVERC’s website for full details and 
upcoming dates. 
You might be surprised by just how much nature you can find in Yarnton and beyond, all it takes is stopping to notice.
  

 



                                       Yarnton W.I. 
 
 
 
Dear Neighbours.  
Once again we remain optimistic for the warm sunshine 
and Spring weather ahead.  
I have a short story to tell. I have been told a number of 
times that Yarnton is known for being a friendly village. 
Yes, when I walk around the village most people greet me. 
When I first moved here, I thought people had mistaken 
me for someone they knew but when children did so as 
well, I was reassured that this was just a friendly place to 
live. A few weeks ago after quite rainy weather, I was 
crossing the road with puddles either side and cars 
actually stopped rather than splash me! Now that certainly 
proves the point. How lucky we are to live here.
This friendly attitude extends to the clubs in the village, 
certainly the W.I. It’s what we’re known for! I am proud to 
say that all of the members of our committee and officers 
were re-elected to serve for another year, including myself 
for a seventh term. I am beyond grateful for this honour. 
The meeting went well and there are many exciting plans 
ahead for the coming year. 
We hope you will join us in April to take part in our 
meeting with Thea Rogers, who will instruct us and 
demonstrate Latin Style dance which we will be able to do 
seated. Watch out for fancy leg movements -
blood flow and circulation! 
I am busy working on our next post box topper as are 
members who are knitting figures to affix on
tell you the subject just yet, but it will be great fun.
I am looking forward to attending the Annual Meeting 
Oxfordshire, along with our Secretary Lou at the end of 
March, with two great speakers. And also the Cherwell 
group Spring meeting in mid-April with a speaker telling 
us about unusual English customs. I will look forward to 
hearing about any I missed when I moved here from New 
York many years ago. 
There are so many wonderful things to look forward to 
this Spring. I will continue to share them with you. Come 
and visit us sometime! 
Judy Blake, President  
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Kidlington & District Historical Society 
 
Our next meeting will be on April 28th, when we have a talk 
about how John (a foundling baby) found his mother.  The 
rest of the story from John Caldecott.  
The meeting is held at Kidlington Baptist Church, OX5 2DS.  
Doors open 7.30 p.m. with meetings starting at 7.50 p.m. 
Visitors £5.  Ample car parking. 
 
 

 
 

 



Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 
tells the story Of the county’s military heritage through 50 objects in new exhibition 

 

 
 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, the county’s military history museum based in Woodstock, has a brand-new exhibition 
entitled ‘Oxfordshire’s Military Heritage in 50 Objects’, which runs until 30th April. 
The collection of objects going into the exhibition combines highlights from the museum’s permanent displays from the past 
10 years with recently donated items on show for the first time. Museum Director, Ursula Corcoran, said: 
‘50 Objects brings many objects out of the archive and into the public gaze for the first time. We hope visitors will be inspired 
by the county’s military heritage and even think of the family stories and treasures they hold themselves’. 
The objects have been selected from the 14,500 items preserved in the collection of SOFO Museum to give a glimpse into the 
story of Oxfordshire’s military heritage. These objects tell the stories of residents of the county and the soldiers of 
Oxfordshire’s regiments who have been impacted by, and influenced, conflict across the centuries. 
Oxfordshire’s military story stretches back nearly 2,000 years, from the earliest named soldier in the county, Lucius Valerius 
Geminus, a veteran of the Second Augustan Legion who was buried at Alcester in 79AD. The county’s regiments played roles in 
shaping the most significant conflicts of the last 200 years, from Waterloo to pivotal battles of the First and Second World 
Wars. 
Throughout history, Oxfordshire soldiers have led the charge, at the forefront of world-changing events. A 19th century shako 
cap and Waterloo Medal highlight the 52nd (Oxfordshire) Regiment of Foot’s role in Napoleon’s defeat at the battle and 
encounter with his Imperial Guard. 
A signed sketch and set of binoculars are used to illustrate their descendants’ famous role during D-Day 1944. 2nd Battalion 
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry were some of the first British troops to land in Normandy, leading the capture 
of two vital bridges over the Orne River and Caen canal in the early hours of the morning. The sketch of a Horsa glider, signed 
by the men who took part in the capture of what would become known as Pegasus Bridge, includes a note from one of the 
glider pilots, SSgt Wallwork, who wrote: ‘On 5th - 6th June ’44 I carried the best troops (Ox & Bucks & Engineers) in both 
Airborne Divisions (but don’t tell t’others).’ 
The exhibition will include a collection of objects first uncovered by a French farmer in 2013, alongside the remains of an 
unidentified officer. Scraps of a uniform, badges, buttons, a pocket watch and trench whistle provided some clues which 
helped museum volunteers narrow down his identity to one of a small number of candidates, including Osmond Bartle 
Wordsworth, a collateral descendant of the famous poet, William Wordsworth. However, it was a chance encounter with a 
visitor to the museum, who knew another descendant, that enabled DNA testing, through the Ministry of Defence, Joint 
Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC), which finally confirmed his identity. 
In 2022, 9 years from when he was discovered, and 105 years since he fell during the Battle of Arras, his grave was 
rededicated in his name, no longer an unknown casualty of war. Ingram Murray, one of the volunteers involved with the 
research that helped identify Lt. Wordsworth, explains: ‘After prolonged research with another volunteer using a wide range 
of sources, we successfully established that the remains were of Lieutenant Osmond Wordsworth, who had transferred to the 
Machine Gun Corps before being killed in action’. 
One of the most recently donated objects that will go on display for the first time at the museum is incredibly local – a set of 
beautifully decorated blackout curtains that came from a house on Park Street, Woodstock, just doors down from the museum. 
Discovered while clearing a loft, the curtains had belonged to Joan Mary Shelmadine, one of the founders of the Samson press, 
which operated out of Woodstock from 1937. Dated 1941, the curtains had been used throughout the Second World War, then 
remained in the house in Woodstock ever since. 
Alongside the exhibition, the museum will be expanding its outreach programme by taking a package of talks themed 
around ‘50 Objects’ on the road, offering to bring selections of objects with an expert speaker to clubs, societies and 
organisations across the county. Talks and speakers are now bookable by contacting the museum or visiting the website. 
Alongside its many volunteers that have contributed to and made this exhibition possible, the museum would like to thank the 
Greening Lambourne Trust for supporting the development of this new exhibition and outreach programme. 

  
Further Information and Images. A full list of the 50 Objects, with images, can be found at: 
www.sofo.org.uk/collection/oxon50objects/ 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, tel. 01993 810 211.



 
New flood wardens are sought to be the eyes and 
ears of Yarnton 
 
An appeal has been issued for volunteers in Yarnton to 
help their communities understand flood risks and 
responsibilities by becoming flood wardens. 
Oxfordshire County Council has extended its flood 
warden scheme to cover the whole county following 
successful pilot projects in Witney, Ascott-under-
Wychwood, Abingdon and Sunningwell. 
There is no set number of hours required, and flood 
wardens can volunteer according to their own schedule. 
Councillor Judy Roberts, Oxfordshire County Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Place, Environment and Climate 
Action, said: ‘Flood wardens are our eyes and ears on the 
ground and report things liked blocked ditches and drains 
so that we can resolve these issues before a flood event 
can occur. As extreme weather becomes a more common 
occurrence, their role becomes so much more important. 
We are so grateful to all the county’s volunteers, whose 
hard work and local knowledge does so much to keep their 
communities safe. I would like to thank our existing flood 
wardens for their efforts and invite more people to join 
them in improving the situation in the places where they 
live.’ 
Flood wardens are members of the local community. They 
can be individuals, representatives of the Parish Council or 
existing community resilience volunteers, highway 
wardens or police volunteers. 
The council will support flood wardens in their role and 
provide the necessary training. All flood wardens undergo 
an informal one-hour call prior to signing the agreement, 
to help them understand the role in more detail. 
Anyone wanting to become a flood warden can read more 
and sign up online through the Oxfordshire Flood Toolkit 
here: https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/flood-
wardens/ 
Marc Evans, Communications and Media Officer, Oxfordshire 
County Council 

 
Note from Dave Thornhill, from Yarnton’s Flood Defence 
Group: ‘I’m already signed up to the flood warden scheme, 
but would welcome any other volunteers to come forward to 
help’. 
 
 

 
 

Floryn House Care Home celebrates inclusion in 
Knight Frank Luxury Care Home Guide 2026 
 
Floryn House Care Home is proud to announce its 
successful inclusion in the prestigious Knight Frank Luxury 
Care Home Guide 2026, published by Knight Frank. 
Following a highly competitive nomination process, Floryn 
House Care Home has been recognised among the UK’s top 
100 best-in-class care homes, selected for excellence in 
setting, design, and hospitality. 
The 2026 edition of the Guide attracted an exceptional 
standard of entries, representing an impressive £3.5 billion 
in assets. With a high number of submissions from 
outstanding care homes across the country, competition 
was fierce. Inclusion in this sought-after publication 
reflects the dedication, vision, and commitment to quality 
demonstrated by Floryn House and its team. 
The purpose-built home has been thoughtfully designed to 
combine outstanding architectural quality with a warm, 
welcoming environment. The collaboration has resulted in 
a home that not only meets the highest standards of care 
but also offers exceptional comfort, style, and hospitality 
for residents. 
This achievement marks a significant milestone and 
reinforces Floryn House Care Home’s ongoing 
commitment to excellence, innovation, and resident 
wellbeing. 
For more information on Floryn House Care Home visit 
www.florynhousecare.co.uk  
  



 
 

 
                                        
 
                                       Yarnton Gardening Club 
 
 
We were very sad to hear of the death in March of Hannah 
Melhuish.  Along with her husband Graham, Hannah had 
been a member of the Club since it started in 1994, and 
was always happy to help out at events whenever asked.  
She was also a long-standing member of the W.I.  She was a 
good friend to many of us and will be very much missed.  
Our thoughts are with Graham and the family. 
Our talk this month is from Katharine Woods and is 
entitled ‘Japanese Gardens and Cherry Blossom’ – a sure 
sign of Spring.  We meet in the Village Hall on Thursday 
19th at 7.30 p.m.  Visitors are always welcome (£5). 
Dates for your diary: Our first outing of the year is on 
Tuesday 12th May, to Foxington at Britwell Salome, near 
Watlington, travelling by cars to arrive at 2.30 p.m.  We will 
have a guided tour of the garden, followed by tea and 
homemade cakes.  The cost will be £11 for members and 
£13 for non-members, and there will be a list at the 
meeting for you to sign up. 
Plant Sale: Our annual Plant Sale this year is on Saturday 
23rd May in the Village Hall – at a different time this year of 
2.30 p.m. So make a note of the date and time, and when 
you’re sowing seeds or splitting plants in your gardens, 
then please bring any spares along for sale.  As well as lots 
of plants, we shall have a cake stall, and we hope to offer 
scones with jam and cream as well as tea/coffee and 
biscuits.  We would be grateful for offers of help from 
members, either on the stalls or to serve the refreshments. 
Village Fete, 17th May.  We are making plans to have a stall 
at the Fete, so look out for more details next month. 
The Club now has a Facebook page, Yarnton Gardening 
Club, which one of our new committee members, David 
Edwardson, has kindly set up for us.  So take a look at it for 
news of meetings, outings, and other information. 
Ruth Astall 

 
 

 

 



Improving Your Home Part 8. Rear Extensions 
 
Rear extensions are a practical way to add value to a home and are generally more cost-effective than moving when factoring 
in stamp duty, legal fees and moving costs. A ground floor extension can turn a cramped ground floor into modern, open-plan 
living space, typically a kitchen-diner, whilst a 2-storey extension can add a bedroom and more.  Because extensions add floor 
area, it targets the factor buyers value most after location, which is size.  
Single-storey rear extensions fall under Permitted Development rights, although you will need a Lawful Development 
Certificate confirming that the proposed extension complies with Permitted Development guidelines. Detached houses can 
extend up to 4 metres beyond the rear wall under permitted development, while terraced and semi-detached properties are 
limited to 3 metres. For single-storey extensions the limits are increased to 8 metres if a detached house and 6 metres for any 
other house; a Prior Approval: Larger Home Extension application is required. The extension must not exceed 50% of the 
original property's surrounding land area. Extensions must not exceed the height of the original roof and should use materials 
that harmonise with the existing structure. These regulations exist to protect neighbourhood character while enabling 
reasonable development. 
Building Regulations approval will also be required. Structural elements require load-bearing calculations, and foundations 
and roof structures to comply with Building Regs. Steel beams are often needed to create open spaces. Insulation standards 
require extensions to achieve high levels of insulation and energy performance, potentially improving the overall property's 
EPC rating. This not only reduces running costs but enhances market appeal as energy efficiency becomes increasingly 
important to buyers. 
Successful rear extensions should harmonise well with the existing property, maintaining proportional relationships and 
architectural coherence. Consider the orientation for natural light optimisation, particularly for kitchen and dining areas that 
could benefit from morning and afternoon sunshine. Open-plan designs combine kitchen, dining, and living areas to create 
flexible family spaces, with large glazed openings onto the garden. Built-in storage, adequate provision for modern technology, 
electric vehicle charging provision and renewable energy integration help to future-proof the property. Simple single-storey 
extensions can typically take 8-16 weeks once work begins, while two-storey extensions can take 16-26 weeks. 
Build costs are calculated by the square metre, and current guidance from Homebuilding & Renovating suggests £2,200–
£2,500/m² (ex VAT) for a straightforward single-storey extension. High-spec projects can run to £3,000+ per m². 2-storey 
extensions costs per square metre are usually lower because you're spreading the cost of foundations and roof over twice the 
floor area. However a 2-storey extension can add twice as much space for 50-70% more cost than a single-storey extension, 
according to SDL Property Auctions. For design and approvals allow typically 5–15% of the build cost depending on scope and 
add a 10–12.5% contingency for unexpected costs. The ROI for a rear kitchen-diner extensions can be 10–15% when well 
executed; more if they enable a superior layout or an extra bedroom in a 2-storey scheme, according to Ideal Home, but can be 
more in higher-value locations or where the design transforms usability. If you can stretch the budget, a 2-storey extension is 
the better option, providing additional space and a better return. However before committing check with local estate agents 
for before/after comparables, then run a calculation of projected sale value – (current value + all-in project cost). If the margin 
isn’t comfortably positive and you’re not valuing the lifestyle benefit, then rethink the scope or spec. 
Jan Liberadzki  BA Arch (Hons), MSc, JLDA 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
Yarnton Netball Club

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Yarnton Netball club is continuously developing 
squads in many age-groups. Whilst the aim is for 
competitive netball to play in the Oxfordshire League, local 
weekly training is also an opportunity to develop 
confidence and skills. 
As the winter season concludes 
Yarnton Diamonds and U19s
considering the dire weather conditions outdoors.   The 
junior squads of  U15, U13 and U11
progress.   Congratulations to all players and support 
personnel. 
Tuesdays at Rutten Lane, Yarnton is the seniors training 
time,7.30 p.m. until 9 p.m., with school years 10
preceding at 6.15 p.m. to 7.15
appreciative of the floodlit facility in Yarnton which has 
met our needs over the past 20 years, we ar
much in need of a 2nd adjacent netball court.  Is there 
facility development for netball in all the planning energy 
that is going on around us? 
The younger age groups meet on Wednesday evenings 
school years 4-6 are 3.30 p.m. 
4.40 p.m. - 5.40 p.m.  For updated information on all age
groups please make contact:
yarntonnetballclub@outlook.com
@gmail.com or via Facebook.
Local recreational netball is just fun and brilliant to be 
involved in – do get in touch.  
The Netball Super-league(NSL)  runs
finals on 20th June, with matches most weekends showing 
on SKY and YouTube. Our own Oxfordshire Talent 
Pathways link into Loughborough Lightning who were the 
winners of the Netball Super
opening one-day Soft and Gentle
played prior to the commencement of the NSL. Will 
Lightnings retain their dominance 
support and watch the play?  Tickets through England 
Netball website. 
The Commonwealth Games is in Glasgow this July/
Netball settled into these Games a few decades back and 
the excitement of taking gold in 2018 still resonates.  
World Netball and Australia are leading the bid to get 
netball included in the Olympics which will be hosted by 
Brisbane in 2032 – please link to 
https://netball.sport/back-
to the bid.    England Roses have just moved up to 3
in the World Rankings behind Australia and New Zealand, 
with Jamaica 4th. What will this Commonwealth Games 
bring? The excitement will build.
Sue Blackshaw – Yarnton Netball Club
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Email: clerk@yarnton-pc.gov.uk, telephone: 01865 378476, website: www.yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
 
All correspondence sent by letter or email to the Parish Council must include the sender’s name, address and telephone number. 
The Parish Council is unable to discuss correspondence received without these details. Please note that the Parish Council office is 
open to residents by appointment only as the office is not staffed full-time. 
 
Parish Council Chairman: 
Mike Groves: mike.groves@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council Vice-Chairman: 
Fiona Mawson: fiona.mawson@yarnton-pc.gov.uk  
Other Parish Council Members: 
Debbie Behan: debbie.behan@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Amir Kianzad: amir.kianzad@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Ian Middleton: ian.middleton@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Samuel Smith: samuel.smith@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Joe McEneaney: joe.mceneaney@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Lesley McLean: lesley.mclean@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
Dorothy Walker: dorothy.walker@yarnton-pc.gov.uk

 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: 
David Thornhill: clerk@yarnton-pc.gov.uk 
District Councillors: 
Jean Conway: jean.conway@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
Lesley McLean: lesley.mclean@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
Dorothy Walker: dorothy.walker@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 
County Councillor: 
Lesley McLean: lesley.mclean@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 
Planning: 
Any members of the public who wish to comment on or object to any of the following planning applications can either contact 
Yarnton Parish Council via the Clerk’s office or Cherwell District Council via the planning portal here: 
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/  
Planning applications: 
Application No.: 26/00267/CLUE. Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Development for creation of a pond. Location: 
Minnis Farm, Woodstock Road, Yarnton, OX5 1PQ. 
Parish Councillors: 
There is a vacancy for one Parish Councillor. If you are interested in becoming a Councillor, please either contact the Parish Clerk 
for details or attend the next Parish Council meeting. 
Future meetings: 
The Chair's Annual Parish Meeting of the Electorate will be held on 22nd April at 6.30 p.m. in the back room at Yarnton Village Hall. 
Residents are most welcome to attend this meeting and will be able to speak to members of the Council on an informal basis. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
The next ordinary Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday, 8th April at 6.30 p.m. in the back room at Yarnton Village Hall. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend all Parish Council meetings for all or part of the meeting. Members of the public who 
wish to speak need to contact the Clerk 7 days in advance of the meeting, giving notice of what they wish to say; any person will be 
limited to 5 minutes, and the total time for public contributions is limited to 15 minutes. Members of the public wishing to speak on  
any other matter or to be involved in the Councilors’ general discussion may only do so at the discretion of the Chairman.  

 
  

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

A New Year and looking forward to another outdoor season!

Open Day 

Begbroke Bowls Club 

 
A New Year and looking forward to another outdoor season! 

 
Open Day – Open Day – Open Day – Open Day 

Saturday 26th April from 2 p.m. 
 
 

Whether you’re completely new to bowls or already an experienced player, 
you’re warmly invited to our club’s Open Day. Come along, have a relaxed 
roll-up, and enjoy friendly coaching with a selection of bowls available. 
Everyone is welcome, and season’s membership is available if you
join. This year’s fixtures, both home and away, will be published soon.
The bar will be open on our Bowls Open Day, so it’s a great chance to meet 
people and enjoy the club atmosphere. 
If you can’t make the Open Day, throughout the season we also run an 
informal Friday roll-ups from 6 p.m. onwards, perfect for trying bowls or
keeping your hand in. 
Please check out the bowls website for further information
http://begbrokebowlsclub.co.uk
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Cherwell Collective - Good Waste Charter 
A people-powered project to co-create a strategy for good waste policy in Oxfordshire 

 
We are hosting Engagement Sessions to learn what our community needs in order to have better waste practices and 
experiences. Each session will build on the last to help us co-create strategy to shape local policy. We’ll be learning from YOU 
the problems, solutions, questions, and ideas you have to make your day-to-day experience with waste more sustainable and 
ideal. 
Join our 3-part Engagement Session at WISH (Kidlington OX5 1EE) and enjoy a delicious meal from Climatarian Kitchen to say 
thank you. Please attend each meeting as they build upon each other: 
 

● Wednesday 22nd April 10 a.m. – 12 noon 
● Wednesday 6th  May 10 a.m. – 12 noon  
● Wednesday 20th May 10 a.m. – 12 noon  

 
See sign ups and more details at cherwellcollective.com/events. 
 
Engagement Sessions for Businesses will also be released soon to talk about their business waste needs and experiences. 
Please register your interest on the form available at cherwellcollective.com/good-waste-charter. 
 

 
Sustainable Fashion Show at Blenheim Palace 2026 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Tickets are now live for the annual Sustainable Fashion Show at Blenheim 
 Palace that will take place on 29th September 2026. We’re thrilled to offer 
an Earlybird 25% discount with code ‘FutureOfFashion’ for all ticket types 
until 1st May 2026. Scan the QR code to buy tickets. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday Repair Cafés 
Have something broken? Our friendly volunteers will take a look and repair it while you relax and enjoy the café atmosphere. 
If the electronics need chargers or spare parts, please email us beforehand at wasteinnovationstation@gmail.com. Lunch is 
available if you’d like! Every Tuesday at WISH (OX5 1EE) 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
 
 
Mend it May 
Celebrate #MendItMay by mending something instead of buying it new again. We’re here to help.  

● Repair Cafe with SHARE Oxford, Sunday 17th May  2 p.m. – 5 p.m., Makespace Oxford, OX2 6TP 
● Sew Workshop, Tuesday 19th May 10 a.m. -12 noon, WISH, 4 The Parade, Kidlington, OX5 1EE 

More details at cherwellcollective.com/events. 
  

 



  
 
 



Oxford Bus and Morris Motors Museums 
Tricycles became popular 150 years ago 

 
The Penny Farthing reached the peak of its popularity in the 1870s. However, not everyone was keen to ride such contraptions. 
There were many accidents and injuries, and some people were not physically capable of climbing onto a Penny Farthing, 
keeping balance when there, and safely dismounting - when intended. An alternative was needed. 
Tricycles had been around since 1819, but no model had ever put into production. The French had been the major innovators 
in the development of cycles but the Franco-Prussian War in 1870 meant their engineering expertise was diverted for military 
purposes.  
In 1876 an Englishman, James Starley of Coventry, took out a patent for the Coventry Lever tricycle. His first model was 
constructed with lever gearing, but he quickly abandoned that for a chain-driven model. Early types had tiller steering to the 
front wheel, but James was not satisfied with this and replaced it with rack-and-pinion device. 
James was in his forties by now and commuted to work in Coventry with his son William on a tandem. One day they finished 
up in a ditch because the son was peddling faster than the father. James thought about the problem and designed a ‘Differential 
Gear’ so that the wheels could rotate at different speeds when cornering. Such devices are used on motor vehicles today.  
However, James cannot be said to have invented the differential because earlier versions existed, although James was probably 
unaware of them. He registered a patent in 1877, number 1956. 
The first vehicle to carry the Starley Differential was the Salvo Quadricycle with a fourth wheel being a safety wheel in front. 
Later the machine was renamed ‘Royal Salvo’ because its fame was noticed by Queen Victoria, who bought two of the machines 
for Royal use. 
 

 
 

The photograph is of Royal Salvo Companion tricycle on display in the museum. It is designed for the gentleman to sit on the 
right with the higher saddle, as we look at the photograph, while the lady sat on the left. This tricycle became known as the 
‘Sociable’. The gentleman had control of both the rack and pinion steering, which was operated by the middle upright handle, 
and the brake, which was operated by the lever to the left of the gentleman. 
One feature worth noting is the chain, which is enormous compared to today’s cycles. A second is the fact that if the gentleman 
does not have a lady to share the peddling, the Sociable can be easily converted for a single rider by removing the Lady’s saddle 
and bringing the two big wheels closer together. 
In April our free heritage bus rides restart on the first and third Sundays of the month for the summer season. Our popular 
Easter Chick Hunt will be held on Easter Sunday (5th April) and on the Easter Monday Bank Holiday. Our Easter Bunny will be 
about on both days. 
On Sunday 26th April some of our vehicles will be participating in ‘Drive It Day’ organised by the National Association of Road 
Transport Museums, of which we are a member. This event is not at the museum, but we expect many visiting vehicles at the 
start and end of the day. 
Frank Collingwood 
 

 
  



 


