


 

THE BEAT FESTIVAL 2025 

Tempest 
 

Good evening, friends, families, colleagues and supporters of the BEAT Festival. 

Welcome to the 46th annual BEAT. The BEAT Festival embodies the enthusiasm, 

dedication and creativity of NT public schools and our students, teachers, admin 

staff and parents, along with the entire NT Department of Education & Training.  

I’d especially like to welcome new and newly returning schools to the choir this 

year – Leanyer Primary School, Henbury School, Maningrida College, – as well as 

new dance schools – Durack Primary School and Humpty Doo Primary School. 

Special thanks to Gunbalanya School, Maningrida College and Casuarina Street 

Primary School who have made the long trip to Darwin to join us in presenting the 

BEAT - not to mention Belyuen School who will make a mad dash to the ferry after 

the show! 

The Darwin BEAT, in its 46th year, is the second of three major BEAT Festival 

events in the annual calendar. The 10th Katherine BEAT has already been 

successfully staged this term, and the 15th Alice BEAT is still to come in Term 4. 

You can find more information about the Beat Festival, and hundreds of beautiful 

BEAT photos, at https://www.ntms.net.au/ Thank you to everyone in the audience 

tonight for your vital support in valuing and celebrating the dedication, courage and 

creativity of all the participating students. 

I would like to thank our wonderful sponsors, the Northern Territory Government, 
for their support. Thanks also to AANT Centre for their ongoing partnership, and 
to E3 Productions as sponsors, thank you. 
 
Bill Grose 

Principal  

NT Music School  

Department of Education and Training 

 
 

 
  

 

https://www.ntms.net.au/
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FORECOURT PROGRAM 
 

Commences 6.00pm each night  
 

Wednesday 3rd September 
Lyla McMahon – Palmerston College 

Angus Packwood – Darwin High School 
Gracia Razafimamonjy– Darwin High School 

Erin de Jager – Darwin High School 
 

 
Thursday 4th September 

Saxophone Quartet 
Christopher Koulakis – Casuarina Senior College  

Yufan Chen – Darwin High School 
Milo Van Haeften – Darwin High School 

Samara Modra – Casuarina Senior College 
 

Lina Zhao – Darwin Middle School 
Anna Collard – Darwin Middle School 

Audrey Petschel – Darwin Middle school 
 
 

Friday 5th September 
Abigail Kassman – Taminmin College 

Brendan Saynor – Casuarina Senior College 
Zara Green – Nightcliff Middle School 

Elyssia Nicholas – Nightcliff Middle School 
Victoria Villareal – Nightcliff Middle School 

Lilly Downs – Darwin High School 
 
 

Logistics for Performances  
Simon Pedder – NT Music School 

Samuel Gulliver – NT Music School 
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PRODUCTION TEAM 

   

Executive Producer Bill Grose - Principal NT Music School  

Producer Wanita McNeill - Assistant 
Principal 

NT Music School 

Event Coordinator Jillian Sommerville NT Music School 

Business Manager Jade Tiedeman                                           NT Music School 

Band Director / Conductor Natalie Chin NT Music School 

Assistant Band Director Matthew Sutton NT Music School 

Choral Conductors Dr Lyndsay Sealey /  NT Music School 

 Megan Atfield  NT Music School 

Soloist and Choir Support Coaches Dr Lyndsay Sealey /  

Megan Atfield / Merrilee Mills 

NT Music School 

Host Coach / Script Development Todd Williams NT Music School 

Dance Coordinator Bryn Wackett NT Music School 

Stage Manager Rod Balaam NT Music School 

Vision Mixer  Samuel Gulliver VAMPtv NT Music School 

Costumière  

Makeup / Hair 

Helene Bremond 

Ben Salandan / Keefir Lewis         

NT Music School 

Volunteers 

AV Production Samuel Gulliver /  

Todd Williams 

NT Music School 

AV Live Feed Brian Cullen / Dan Davies NT Music School 

Technical Manager Josh Batten AANT Centre  

Duty Technician Iona Francis AANT Centre  

Lighting and Video Designer / Senior 
Lighting Technician 

Tomm Lydiard AANT Centre  

Senior Audio Technician & FOH 
Audio 

Peter Colautti AANT Centre  

Head Flyman Brian West AANT Centre  

Audio Monitors Technician  Niko Wajon AANT Centre  

Lead Staging Technician  Neil Macknight AANT Centre  

Staging Technician Jack Macmillan  

Technical Crew Tiffany Jansen  AANT Centre  

Still Photographer Julianne Osbourne Osbourne Photographic 

Stagehands Nicholas Yates /  

David Stephens / Greg Jansen  

NT Music School 

Administration Team Alisha Chen / Sue Auld NT Music School 

 Chloe Tam  

   

SHOW HOSTS 

Christian Kuswadi – Darwin Middle School 

Indiana Grimes – Darwin High School 

Justin Dela Vega-Dela Pena – Darwin Middle School 

 

SOLOISTS 
Abigail Kassman, Angus Packwood, Ariana Basilio, Brendan Saynor, Darwish Salang,  

Erin de Jager, Gracia Razafimamonjy, Hannah Davis,  

Lex Dungey, Lilly Downs, Lyla McMahon, Reuben Bryett and Zachary Giles. 
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MUSIC & ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Overture: March of the Trolls – Apogee 
Edvard Grieg Arranged by Brian Beck 

 

Night on Bald Mountain – Apogee 

Modest Mussorgsky Arranged by Mark Williams 

 

Weather With You – Choir, Band 

Words & Music by Neil Finn and Tim Finn 

Arranged by George Torbay 

 

The Storm – Choir, Band, Karama Primary School Dancers 

Words & Music by Christian Buettner and Maisy Kay Kendrick  

Arranged by Daniel Walker 

 

Thunder – Choir, Band, Parap Primary School Dancers 

Soloist: Abigail Kassman (Taminmin College) and  

Hannah Davis (Darwin High School) 

Words & Music by Dan Reynolds, Wayne Sermon, Ben McKee, Daniel Platzman, 
Alexander Grant and Jayson Deluzio 

                                                Arranged by Patrick Tidalgo 

 

Lukunhirranmirri – Choir, Band, Rosebery Primary School Dancers 

Choreography by Racheal Wallis 

Words & Music by Gunyangara Community 

Arranged by Katie Bombardieri 

 

Mist – The Snippets (Casuarina Senior College) 

Words & Music by The Snippets 

 

Rise Up – Rise Up (Dripstone Middle School) 

Words & Music by Amon Morrisette, Cassandra Monique Battie and  

Jennifer Decilveo 

 

Pillars – Choir, Band, Nightcliff Middle School Dancers 

Soloists: Angus Packwood (Darwin High School) Ariana Basilio &  

Lyla McMahon (Palmerston College) 

Words & Music by Angus Packwood 

Arranged by Paul Jarman 
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Gonna Be My Day – Choir, Band, Durack Primary Dancers 

Soloists: Gracia Razafimamonjy & Lilly Downs (Darwin High School) 

                              Words & Music by Michael Mahler and Alan Schmuckler 

 

Singing In The Rain / Rain On Me - Darwin Middle School Dancers 
Words & Music by Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown 

Words & Music by Lady Gaga, BloodPop, Matthew Burns, Nija Charles, 
Rami Yacoub, Martin Joseph, Léonard Bresso, Ariana Grande, Alexander Ridha 

 
Lightning In a Bottle - Stone in Focus 

Words & Music by Stone in Focus 
 

Why Does It Always Rain on Me – Choir, Band.                                              
Rosebery Primary School Dancers 

Soloists: Brendan Saynor (Casuarina Senior College) and                                                     
Zachary Giles (Darwin High School) 

Words & Music by Fran Healy 
Arranged by Paul Jarman 

 
April Sun in Cuba – Choir, Band, Casuarina Street Primary School Dancers 

Words & Music by Marc Hunter and Paul Hewson  
Arranged by Kieran Hurley 

 
Lovely Day – Choir, Band, Humpty Doo Primary School Dancers 

Soloist: Lex Dungey (NT School of Distance Education) 
Words & Music by William (Bill) Withers and Clarence (Skip) Scarborough 

Arranged by Paul Jarman 
 

Little Talks – Choir, Band, Palmerston College Y7-9 Dancers 
Soloists: Erin de Jager & Reuben Bryett (Darwin High School) 

Words & Music by Nanna Bryndis Hilmarsdóttir and 
Ragnar Þórhallsson 

Arranged by Kieran Hurley 
 

Sunshine on a Rainy Day – Choir, Band, Driver Primary Dancers 
Soloists: Darwish Salang (Darwin High School) 
Words & Music by Martin Glover and Zoe Pollock 

Arranged by George Torbay 
 

Reprise - Lovely Day – Choir, Band, Dancers, Soloists and Hosts  
Soloists: Lex Dungey (NT School of Distance Education) and                                                

Darwish Salang (Darwin High School) 
 

  



THE BEAT FESTIVAL - 2025 

 
  

CHOIR SCHOOLS AND CHORAL TEACHERS 
 

Anula Primary School Matt Agius 

Bees Creek Primary School   Sharna Crocket 

Belyuen School Kayti Denham / Alex Bowers / Telia Coverdal 

Casuarina Street Primary School  Nicolle Gadd 

Dripstone Middle School  Tim Webb 

Driver Primary School Sarah Mckeiver 

Girraween Primary School  Kris Wahlqvist / Brianna Gibbs 

Gunbalanya School Catherine Gray / Kate Bowden 

Henbury School Laren Hofmeyer  

Ludmilla Primary School Angela Henschke 

Maningrida College Rex Meredith/Heather Baines 

Millner Primary School Leta Smit / Liz Latimer 

Moil Primary School Rachel Birkin 

Moulden Park Primary School Matthew Lotherington 

Nakara Primary School Andrew King / Elishia Hountalas 

Nemarluk School Jonathan Graham / Judy Morgan 

Nightcliff Middle School Caoimhe Dorrian 

Nightcliff Primary School Sarah Behan / Xanthe Fowler 

NT Music School - Singchronicity Dr Lyndsay Sealey / Megan Atfield 

 Merrilee Mills / Tania Watts  

Parap Primary School Jude McGrath 

Rosebery Primary School Fiona Wulf 

Wagaman Primary School Rhiannon Horne 

Wanguri Primary School Yvette Aralar 

Woodroffe Primary School Sian Edeson 

Wulagi Primary School Kerrie O’Connell 

Zuccoli Primary School Elisabeth Templar / Phoebie Connel 

Remote School Choir Support Megan Atfield 
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FESTIVAL BAND 
 

Flute 1 Hanna Eastick Darwin High School 

Flute 1 Charlotte Lei Darwin High School 

Flute 1,2     Eloise Tonkin Haileybury Rendall School 

Flute 2 Yeemiao Yeo Darwin High School 

Flute 2 Rafael Sabaria Dripstone Middle School 

Oboe Abigail Pye Darwin Middle School 

Clarinet 1 Yeehung Yeo Darwin High School 

Clarinet 1 Sunny Sutton Darwin High School 

Clarinet 1 Elijah Gillis Darwin Middle School 

Clarinet 2 Abigail Tonkin Haileybury Rendall School 

Clarinet 2 Yeezhan Yeo Dripstone Middle School 

Clarinet 1 George Greenwood Darwin Middle School 

Clarinet 2 Ryan Jong Darwin Middle School 

Bass Clarinet Thomas Hill Casuarina Senior College 

Alto Saxophone 1 Milo Van Haeften Darwin High School 

Alto Saxophone 1 Yufan Chen Darwin High School 

Alto Saxophone 1,2  Thomas Bird Darwin Middle School 

Alto Saxophone 2 Christopher Koulakis Casuarina Senior College 

Tenor Saxophone  Samara Modra  Casuarina Senior College 

Tenor Saxophone Hamish Samuels Darwin High School 

Baritone Saxophone Xavier Hall Darwin High School 

Trumpet 1 Peter Harvey Darwin High School 

Trumpet 1 Reuben Bryett Darwin High School 

Trumpet 2 Brendan Saynor Casuarina Senior College 

Trumpet 2 Zara Green Nightcliff Middle School 

Trombone Matthew Sutton NT Music School 

Euphonium Isaac Gillis Darwin Middle School 

Trombone 1     Freddie Mannion Darwin High School 

Trombone 2 Elyssia Nicholas Nightcliff Middle School 

Guitar1 Rakryan Nugraha Darwin Middle School 

Guitar2     Mehrad Ranji Darwin Middle School 

Bass Guitar Mathias Modra Casuarina Senior College 

Percussion Maggie McNeill Haileybury Rendall School 

Percussion Valeah Shuttleworth Darwin High School 

Drum Kit Nicoletta Cotis Darwin High School 

    Keyboard Amy Dan Qi Zhao Darwin High School 

Piano Joshua Jacob Darwin High School 
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DANCE SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, AND 
CHOREOGRAPHERS

Casuarina Street Primary School Rebecca Smith / Caitlyn Young 

Darwin Middle School Maddison Kemp 

Driver Primary School Emma Hansen 

Durack School Stefanie Ream / Jordana Jack 

Humpty Doo Primary School Renee Donaldson 

Karama School Chantel Canning / Choreography by Ebony 

Grosser 

Nightcliff Middle School Lisa Svara 

Palmerston College 7-9 Sylvia Mavros 

Parap Primary School Tali White 

Rosebery Primary School Danielle Banicek  

FEATURE ENSEMBLES 
Snippets 

Amy Nguyen Lead Vocals Casuarina Senior College 

Samara Modra Backup vocals and 

Keyboard 

Casuarina Senior College 

Keira O’Brien Acoustic Guitar Casuarina Senior College 

Rise Up Dripstone Middle School 

Band 

Brita Jenu Bass Guitar 

Calista Aragon Keyboard 

Carley Berrill Guitar 1 

Kelsall Scobie-Webb Drums 

Lucas Palumbo Guitar 2 

Maire Caoimhe Pangilinan Vocals 

Stone in Focus 

Samara Modra Vocals / Alto Saxophone 

Jake Bowering Lead Guitar 

Lionel Ortega Rhythm guitar 

Milo Van Haeften Bass 

Nicoletta Cotis Drums 

Casuarina Senior College 

Darwin High School 
Darwin High School 

Darwin High School 
Darwin High School

Darwin Middle School Dance Troupe 






