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School Vision 
 

“We shine like stars to achieve and make a difference in the world, knowing that with God, all 
things are possible” 

 
Aims and objectives 
 
Geography is a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful means for exploring, 
appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography 
explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and 
environment. Geography is concerned with pupils learning about their own locality, whilst 
becoming aware of and developing knowledge and understanding of the world beyond their own 
environment. 
Geography encourages children to learn through experience, particularly through practical and 
fieldwork activities.  At Aspull Church Primary school we believe it is important to build a 
geographical curriculum that endorses the importance for outdoor learning to build a curiosity for 
learning to help them to know more, remember more and understand more. 
  
The strands in Geography are: 
 

 Locational knowledge 
 Place knowledge 
 Human and physical geography 
 Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 
Aims 
 

 To inspire in pupils about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their 
lives. 

 To provide pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments. 

 To develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and 
environments. 

 To obtain Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills. 
 To enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 

interconnected and change over time. 
 
Teaching and learning style 
 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography lessons. Our principal aim is to 
develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in geography. We believe in whole-
class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage 
children to handle artefacts and to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them 
the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, aerial 
photographs, geographical footage and we enable them to use IT in geography lessons where this 
serves to enhance their learning. All children have access to Digimaps which is an online mapping 
service supporting mapping skills and cross curricular geography, maths, literacy and history. 



Children take part in roleplay and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. 
They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the 
children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem, visiting 
relevant sites and carrying out fieldwork. We recognise the fact that we have children of differing 
ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of 
strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or 
adults. 
 
Geography curriculum planning 
 
Our geography planning is topic based as part of our integrated curriculum approach. The National 
Curriculum is mainly used as the basis of curriculum planning, with some influence being taken 
from a variety of online sources including a subscription to the Geographical Association.   
 
Ensuring continuity and progression in learning 
 
Whilst knowing more is an integral part of continuity and progression it is nevertheless just one 
element of it and merely sequencing subject content will not ensure on its own that our pupils 
become better geographers.  To ensure continuity and progression for all pupils the curriculum is 
carefully organised EYFS – Year 6 to ensure that our pupil’s knowledge and understanding of 
geography develops because: 
 

 Expected subject outcomes in terms of developing as a young geographer increase in complexity 
and level of challenge as detailed above and are used as the starting point for all planning of 
content delivery and learning and teaching enquiries; 

 There is increasing breadth and scale of study through the curriculum moving progressively from 
personal experiences to local, regional, national and global perspectives informed by the guidance 
of the National Curriculum; 

 The curriculum becomes progressively more complex developing from discrete facts and bodies of 
information to conceptual awareness and generalised knowledge about more abstract ideas; 

 The mastery and application of geographical tools and skills occurs in more precise and complex 
contexts; 

 The focus of what pupils learn becomes gradually more issues based enabling them to explain 
links, patterns and processes and be more informed and mature in their thinking and self-
reflection in terms of recognising the importance of attitudes and values about contested matters. 
 
EYFS 
  
Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, geography is included as part of Understanding the 
World. The children learn to investigate similarities and differences, the local environment and 
cultures and beliefs, fostering the skills essential to developing historical understanding. This is set 
out in the early year’s curriculum as children needing to: 
 

 observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural world; 
 Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people; 
 Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike. 

 



Key Stage 1 

  

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom 
or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They 
also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside 
the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and 
environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs.  

  
Key Stage 2 
  
During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 
Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out 
how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical 
enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use 
geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT (including 
Digimaps.) Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical 
questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire 
the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, 
fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information 
with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own 
distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of 
primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized, including 
history, science and computing. 
 
The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas: 
 
English 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of English at Aspull Church Primary School by 
actively promoting the skills of thinking, reading, writing, speaking and listening. The children 
develop oral skills in geography lessons through discussions and through recounting their 
observations of scientific experiments. They develop their writing skills through writing reports and 
projects and by recording information. 
 
Mathematics 
The teaching of geography at Aspull Church Primary School contributes to children's mathematical 
understanding in a variety of ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. 
The children study space, scale and distance, and they learn how to use four- and six-figure grid 
references. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data. 
 
Computing 
Computing enhances the teaching of geography in our school significantly, because there are some 
tasks for which computing is particularly useful. It also offers ways of impacting on learning which 
are not possible with conventional methods. Children use computing to record, present and 
interpret data, to review, modify and evaluate their work, and to improve its presentation. 
Children learn how to find, select, and analyse information on the Internet and on other media. 
 
 
 
 



Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 
citizenship. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social 
welfare. Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part 
in debates and discussions. We allow them to organise campaigns on matters of concern to them, 
such as helping the poor or homeless. Thus geography in our school promotes the concept of 
positive citizenship.  
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
We offer children in our school many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life 
through the medium of geography. For example, their work on the changing landscape and 
environmental issues leads children to ask questions about the evolution of the planet. We 
encourage the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world. Through teaching about 
contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about possible inequalities and injustices in 
the world. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures, 
so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people, and acquire a positive attitude towards 
others. We help contribute to the children’s social development by teaching them about how 
society works to resolve difficult issues of economic development. Geography contributes to the 
children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many moral questions during the 
programme of study. 
 
Teaching science to children with special needs 
We teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. Geography forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children. Through our 
geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We 
do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. 
Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and 
progress against expected levels.  
 
Assessment and recording 
Assessments may take the form of a practical activity, a concept map or a written assessment. The 
teacher records these assessments to inform reports to parents and the next class teacher at the 
end of the year. 
Children demonstrate their ability in geography in a variety of different ways. Younger children 
might, for example, dress up in costumes from different parts of the world, whilst older pupils 
might produce a PowerPoint presentation based on their investigations of different sources of 
energy. Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On 
completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and uses this information to plan 
future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work.  
 
Resources 
We keep a collection of geography equipment and a set of atlases for both key stages. The 
Geographical Associated recommended age appropriate atlases are available for EYFS, KS1 and 
KS2. As applicable, Pupil Premium funding may be made available to ensure that children who are 
in receipt of this funding and who may normally miss out on opportunities to make progress are 
supported to do so.  
 



Monitoring and review 
It is the responsibility of the Geography Subject Leader, the Headteacher and Governors to 
monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in science. The Geography 
Subject Co-ordinator is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, for 
being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and 
direction for the subject in the school. An action plan is written and reviewed termly. The 
geography subject co-ordinator helps with the levelling and moderation of work samples to ensure 
consistency and calls in books and assessment folders for scrutiny and evidence of progress, with 
feedback being given to staff on a termly basis. 
 
 


