Ottawa West Golden Knights Fair Play/Fair Ice Policy 

Competitive Hockey demands a balance between fair playing, ice time and competitiveness. To meet these demands, the following fair play/ice policy is presented for this the Ottawa West Golden Knights Association.
It is the intention of the Golden Knights Association to promote fair and equitable ice and play for all players within the Golden Knights Association. The Golden Knights Association supports the principles of Fair Play as set by Hockey Canada. As such, the members of the the Golden Knights Association pledge to observe the following principles of fair ice and play and commit to:

· Being reasonable when scheduling games and practices, remembering that young athletes have other interests and obligations; 

· Teaching athletes to play fairly and to respect the rules, officials, opponents and teammates; 

· ensure that all athletes receive equal instruction, discipline, support and appropriate, fair and equitable play and ice time; 

· Treating athletes with respect and will remember that children play to have fun and must be encouraged to have confidence in themselves; 

· Making sure that equipment and facilities are safe and match the athlete’s ages and ability; 

· Remembering that children need a coach they can respect and that coaching staff will be generous with praise and with setting a good example; 

· Ensuring that coaching staff will posses appropriate training, credentials and that there will be opportunities for the continuous development within the coaching ranks. 

The basic assumption for all players and teams is that there will be fair and equitable allocation of ice time. A key concept is that coaches are expected to teach tactical and situational aspects of the game to every player. Throughout the course of the season, the coach is expected to allow all players a reasonable opportunity to use these skills in a game situation. At the Bantam and Midget levels, this approach will allow a coach, over the course of a season, to establish specialty teams, both for competitive reasons as well as to allow players to play to their strengths. Coaches may also choose to use certain players in key situations or during the last few minutes of a close game to give the team its best chance to win. This could result in some players finishing games with more ice time than others, but only on a limited basis.

The Golden Knights Fair Play/Ice policy sets out to recognize that although players’ ice times may not be equal in each and every game that every effort will be made to ensure that ice time allocation is fair and equitable over the course of the entire season.

The Ottawa West Golden Knights Association believes in fair ice time not in equal ice time for all players. This means that all players will not get the same amount of ice in each game, or play at all times during a game. Recognizing that this is Competitive hockey, we allow our coaches a certain amount of latitude in icing players, particularly at critical times in a game. Coaches are asked to use discretion sound judgement when exercising this latitude, providing all players an opportunity to develop in all parts of the game.

