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Fall has arrived in Alabama, bringing cooler weather,

busy harvests, and a chance to reflect on the hard work

of our farming families. We’re proud to stand beside you

as you build your operations, your homes, and your

futures.

In this issue, you’ll find updates on recent events,

highlights from our members, and resources designed to

support your goals. From celebrating Beef Month to

recognizing the impact of scholarships and community

programs, we’re excited to share the stories that make

our cooperative strong.

Thank you for being part of the Alabama Farm Credit

family. Together, we’re growing communities, supporting

agriculture, and shaping the future of rural Alabama.

Growing Together This Fall
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Matt Christjohn, Board Chairman

Matt Christjohn

A Message from the Board of Directors

Hard to believe 2025 is already winding down!

It’s taken me this long to start writing “25” on my checks. Like many of you, I ’m enjoying the cooler
mornings—at least before lunch when summer sneaks back in.

As we close out another year,  the Board of Directors and I  want to take a moment to thank our
employees and members for making Alabama Farm Credit the strong, growing cooperative it  is today.

Our employees continue to go above and beyond—serving members with professionalism, care,  and
dedication. On behalf of the Board, thank you for your hard work and for keeping this organization
rooted in the values that make Alabama Farm Credit special.

Because of your efforts,  we’ve seen another year of remarkable growth and stability.

As of September 30, 2025:

Loan volume is up $70.5 million since the beginning of the year and $89.2 million from the same
month last year.
Net Interest Income reached $22.9 million, up $1.7 million from 2024.
Net Income totaled $14.9 million, which is $3 million ahead of last year.
Overall ,  Alabama Farm Credit achieved a $96.5 million increase in assets and 7.1% growth on the
balance sheet—a strong sign of stability even during a slower lending cycle across the industry.

These results are a direct ref lection of your trust,  our team’s dedication, and the shared mission that
drives us forward.

We’re also proud to celebrate the success of the Together We Grow Foundation, which continues to
make a lasting impact on rural youth and the future of agriculture.

Over the past three years,  the Agri-Shoot has raised more than $77,000, including $36,000 in 2025
alone.
These funds have already provided 22 scholarships for local students,  with more to come in 2026.
This year’s Agri-Shoot brought together over 20 teams and 30 sponsors,  all  investing in the next
generation of agricultural leaders.

We also saw another great turnout for Ag Night,  where farmers,  families,  and industry leaders
gathered to celebrate and raise funds for future scholarships.  Last year,  the Foundation awarded eight
$2,500 scholarships,  and that number continues to grow thanks to your generosity.

Agriculture will  always bring its challenges—but Alabama Farm Credit stands ready to support our
members through every season.

We are honored to serve you, proud of what we’ve achieved together,  and excited for what’s ahead in
2026.

If you ever need anything from your Board, please don’t hesitate to reach out to any one of us.

Thank you for being part of the Alabama Farm Credit family.



Mel Koller, Chief Executive Officer

Mel Koller

D e a r  Memb ers ,

A s  we  lo ok  towa rd  2 0 2 6 ,  we  c a n’ t  help  but  fe el  i n s p i r e d .  A g r icult u re
h a s  always  b e en  a  stor y  of  re s il ienc e ,  a nd  t h is  p a st  ye a r  pr ove d  t h at
a ga i n  a cro s s  ever y  a cr e  of  Al ab a m a .  D e s p ite  d r y  fi eld s ,  m a r ket  sw i n gs ,
a nd  r is i n g  i n put  co st s ,  fa r mers  a nd  r a nchers  cont i nu e  to  show  t he  k i nd
of  g r it  t h at  defi ne s  ou r  commu n it i e s .

At  Al ab a m a  Fa r m  C re d it ,  we  s e e  you r  c h al len ge s  u p  clo s e .  We at her
cond it ion s  cont i nue  to  te st  for a ge  a nd  fal l  pl a nt i n g.  Commo d it y  pr i c e s
rem a i n  u nc er ta i n .  Poult r y  a nd  l ive sto ck  pr o du c ers  fac e  new  pr e s s u re s
w it h  bio s e cu r it y  a nd  fe e d  co st s .  But  t h r ou gh  it  al l ,  Al ab a m a  a g r i cult u re
sta nd s  st ron g,  a nd  s o  do  we .

O u r  commit ment  to  you  is  s i m ple .  We’ l l  ke e p  show i n g  u p  w it h  fi n a ncial
s olut ion s  t h at  wor k  for  re al  op erat i on s ,  not  one - s i ze - fit s - al l  pl a n s .
We’ l l  cont i nue  to  lend  w it h  lo c al  k now le d ge ,  st r on g  rel at i on sh ip s ,  a nd
s ou nd  jud g ment .  A nd  we’ l l  ke ep  advo c at i n g  for  p ol i ci e s  t h at  pr ote ct
pro duc ers ,  s u pp or t  r u r al  e conomie s ,  a nd  en s u re  ac c e s s  to  cr e d it  for
generat ion s  to  come .

T he  nex t  ye a r  hold s  i ncr e d ible  op p or t u n it y.  T h r ou gh  pro g ra m s  l ike  ou r
You n g  Fa r mers  Adv is or y  Commit te e ,  t he  To get her  We  Gr ow
Fou nd at i on ,  a nd  ou r  i nter n sh ip  i n it iat ive s ,  we’ re  i nve st i n g  i n  t he  nex t
generat ion  of  a g r i cult u ral  le a der s .  T hey ’ re  l e a r n i n g,  g r ow i n g,  a nd
pre p a r i n g  to  c a r r y  t he  mis s ion  for wa r d ,  pro of  t h at  t he  fut u r e  of
Al ab a m a  a g r i cult u re  is  br i ght .

We  b el ieve  de eply  i n  t h is  wor k .  I n  t he  l a nd .  I n  t he  p e ople .  I n  t he  p ower
of  a g r icult u re  to  u n ite  a nd  s u sta i n  ou r  commu n it i e s .

T h a nk  you  for  let t i n g  u s  b e  p a r t  of  you r  stor y.  We  a re  prou d  to  sta nd
b e s i de  you ,  i n  t he  fi eld s ,  at  t he  s ale  b a r n s ,  a nd  i n  cor ners  of  ou r  nor t h
Al ab a m a  ter r itor y,  a s  you r  t r u ste d  p a r t ner  i n  a g r i cult u re .

To get her  We  Grow.  To get her  We  A r e  Al ab a m a  Fa r m  C r e d it .



" Rya n  h a s  b e en  i n st r u mental  i n
bu ild i n g  Fa r m  S h ield  from  t he  g rou nd
u p , "  s a id  Mel  Kol ler,  C EO  of  Al ab a m a
Fa r m  C re d it .  " H is  v is ion ,  ex p er t is e ,  a nd
commit ment  to  ou r  memb ers  m ake  h i m
t he  r i ght  le ader  to  g u ide  Fa r m  S h ield
i nto  it s  nex t  ch a pter. "

We  al s o  wa nt  to  take  a  moment  to
re co g n i ze  Nat h a n  K i nn a m a n ,  who s e
cont r ibut ion s  help e d  sh a p e  t he  st ron g
fou nd at ion  Fa r m  S h ield  sta nd s  on
to d ay.

We  i nv ite  you  to  stop  by  ou r
Mer id ia nv il le  bra nch  to  me et  Rya n  a nd
h is  te a m ,  Ta mmy  B r ya nt  a nd  A shton
Pat ters on ,  a nd  le a r n  more  ab out  how
Fa r m  S h ield  c a n  help  prote ct  you r
op erat ion .

RYAN HEFFEL
NAMED DIRECTOR
OF FARM SHIELD

We  a re  excite d  to  sh a re  i m p or ta nt  news
from  t he  Al ab a m a  Fa r m  C re d it  fa mily.
Rya n  Heffel  h a s  b e en  promote d  to
D i re ctor  of  Fa r m  S h ield .

Rya n  br i n gs  more  t h a n  a  de c ade  of
ex p er ienc e  i n  t he  Fa r m  C re d it  System
a nd  h a s  b e en  p a r t  of  Fa r m  S h ield  s i nc e
d ay  one .  I n  h is  prev iou s  role  a s  C rop
I n s u ra nc e  A gent  a nd  S ale s  Ma n a ger,  he
pl aye d  a  key  role  i n  bu ild i n g  t he  a gency
from  t he  g rou nd  u p .  A s  D i re ctor,  he  w il l
cont i nue  adva nci n g  Fa r m  S h ield 's
mis s ion ,  enh a nci n g  s er v ic e s ,  ex p a nd i n g
ou r  re ach ,  a nd  en s u r i n g  memb ers
re c eive  t he  h i gh - touch  s er v ic e  t h at  s et s
u s  a p a r t .

" Fa r m  S h ield  h a s  given  me  t he
opp or t u n it y  to  g row  p ers on al ly  a nd
profe s s ion al ly  by  le a r n i n g  new  sk il l s
a nd  k nowle d ge  i n  t he  crop  i n s u ra nc e
i ndu st r y,  for mi n g  new  rel at ion sh ip s
w it h  memb ers ,  a nd  ch al len gi n g  me  to
b e come  b et ter  at  my  t rade , "  Rya n  s a id .
" I  a m  excite d  to  step  i n  a s  D i re ctor  a nd
bu ild  on  t he  st ron g  fou nd at ion  i n  pl ac e
to  s er ve  ou r  commu n it y  wel l . "

LEARN MORE
ABOUT RYAN

https://www.farmshieldinsurance.com/blogs/blog-details/q-a-with-ryan-heffel--director-of-farm-shield/2025/09/02/q-a-with-ryan-heffel--director-of-farm-shield


Rainwater Ranch
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

For  Colt i n  a nd  L au ren  Ra i nwater,  t he  love  of
a g r icult u re  r u n s  de ep .  W hen  Colt i n  wa s  ju st
fou r  or  five  ye a rs  old ,  h is  d ad  h ad  c at tle  on  a
sm al l  le a s e d  prop er t y.  T h at  l a nd  felt  l ike  t he
whole  wor ld ,  u nt il  it  wa s  s old  to  a  s ub d iv is ion
develop er.  Watch i n g  it  d is a pp e a r  left  a  l a st i n g
m a r k .  It  pl a nte d  a  d re a m  t h at  one  d ay,  he  would
bu ild  s omet h i n g  of  h is  ow n  t h at  could n’ t  b e
taken  away.

A s  t he  ye a rs  p a s s e d ,  t h at  d re a m  g rew  i nto  wh at
is  now  Ra i nwater  Ra nch .  For  t he  Ra i nwaters ,
a g r icult u re  isn’ t  ju st  ab out  ra is i n g  a n i m al s ,  it ’s
ab out  ra is i n g  ch a racter,  i nte g r it y,  a nd  g r it .
T hey  wa nte d  t hei r  ch ild ren  to  g row  u p  w it h
t ho s e  s a me  value s ,  le a r n i n g  le s s on s  t h at  only
fa r m  l i fe  c a n  te ach .  W hen  t hey  i m a gi ne d  t hei r
fut u re ,  t hey  s aw  more  t h a n  fenc e s  a nd  field s ,
t hey  s aw  fa mily  we ekend s ,  le s s on s  i n  h a rd
wor k ,  a nd  stor ie s  sh a re d  u nder  Al ab a m a  sk ie s .

T h at  v is ion  h a s  b e come  t hei r  re al it y.  T hei r  s on
h a s  g row n  u p  s u r rou nde d  by  t he  r hy t h m s  of
ra nch  l i fe ,  fe e d i n g  cows ,  stack i n g  fi rewo o d ,
che ck i n g  fenc e s ,  dove  hu nt i n g,  a nd  sw i mmi n g
i n  t he  p ond  a fter  chore s  a re  done .  Watch i n g
h i m  le a r n  re s p on s ibil it y,  p ers evera nc e ,  a nd  a
love  for  t he  l a nd  h a s  b e en  ever y t h i n g  t hey
hop e d  for.  Ra i nwater  Ra nch  isn’ t  ju st  t hei r
l ivel iho o d ,  it ’s  t hei r  le gacy  i n  mot ion .

A s  t he  ra nch  g rew,  t hey  b e ga n  sh a r i n g  more  of
t hei r  stor y  onl i ne ,  giv i n g  p e ople  a  b eh i nd - t he -
s c ene s  lo ok  at  wh at  it  re al ly  take s  to  get  b e ef
from  p a st u re  to  pl ate .  T h at  aut hent icit y  help e d
t hem  conne ct  w it h  cu stomers  acro s s  t he
re gion .  Pe ople  b e ga n  to  t r u st  not  ju st  t hei r
pro duct ,  but  t he  p e ople  b eh i nd  it .  T he  re s ult ?
A  loyal  fol low i n g,  a  g row i n g  wa itl ist  for
Ra i nwater  Ra nch  b e ef,  a nd  a  renewe d
commit ment  to  s er ve  t hei r  commu n it y  w it h
hone st y  a nd  he a r t .

W hen  it  c a me  t i me  to  ex p a nd ,  t he  Ra i nwaters
k new  t hey  ne e de d  t he  r i ght  p a r t ner.  Tak i n g  on
a  bi g  lo a n  felt  d au nt i n g,  u nt il  t hey  le a r ne d
more  ab out  Al ab a m a  Fa r m  C re d it  a nd  he a rd
t he  stor ie s  of  ot her  fa r mers  who  h ad  fou nd
re al  s u pp or t  t here .  It  wa sn’ t  a  fac ele s s
cor p orate  lender ;  it  wa s  a  te a m  t h at
u ndersto o d  a g r icult u re ,  commu n it y,  a nd  t he
ch al len ge s  t h at  come  w it h  b ot h .  T hey  k new  t he
Ra i nwaters ’  op erat ion ,  t hei r  go al s ,  a nd  wh at
t he  l a nd  me a nt  to  t hem .

T h at  t r u st  m ade  al l  t he  d i fferenc e .  Wit h
Al ab a m a  Fa r m  C re d it ,  Colt i n  a nd  L au ren
weren’ t  ju st  a not her  ac cou nt  nu mb er,  t hey
were  fa mily.  T he  te a m  b el ieve d  i n  t hei r  d re a m
t he  s a me  way  t hey  d id ,  a nd  b e c au s e  of  t h at ,
Ra i nwater  Ra nch  cont i nue s  to  g row,  one  acre ,
one  herd ,  a nd  one  h a rd  d ay ’s  wor k  at  a  t i me .

https://youtu.be/q6dh4I4rCgs


AG 
NIGHT 

Raises $2k

2025

Ag Night is a truly memorable celebration of
agriculture and the next generation of farmers.
The recent Rocket City Trash Pandas game in
2025 brought together Young, Beginning, and
Small (YBS) farmers, industry leaders, and the
community for an inspiring evening filled with
learning, fun, and support for agricultural
youth.

The event featured a VIP panel discussion on
growing, starting, and marketing agricultural
operations, complemented by engaging
activities like live animals, games, and a
delicious dinner. The excitement continued
with a baseball game and a spectacular
fireworks display.

We’re proud to announce that Alabama Farm
Credit and our Young Farmer Advisory Board
raised impressive funds for scholarships
benefiting future agricultural leaders through
the Together We Grow Foundation.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and
helped make this event so special. We can’t
wait to see you all again at Ag Night 2026!



2025 Agri-Shoot
raises $36,000

Together We Grow

Together We Grow Foundation’s 3rd
annual Agri-Shoot was September 23rd!
This exciting event brings together our
community in support of scholarships for
high school and college students, helping
them pursue their educational goals.

We’re incredibly grateful for the ongoing
support from our sponsors, partner
organizations, volunteers, and
participating teams. Your involvement
makes all the difference.

We were able to raise $36,000! We’re
already looking ahead to Agri-Shoot 2026
as we continue working together to
support and empower the next
generation. Save the date! Friday,
September 18 . th



Every other year, the Farm Credit System
gathers in Washington, D.C., for the
annual Farm Credit Fly-In, a time for
directors, employees, and customers
from across the country to meet with
members of Congress and share the Farm
Credit story. The Fly-In helps strengthen
relationships on Capitol Hill and reminds
policymakers just how vital our mission is
to rural communities and agriculture
nationwide.

Alabama Farm Credit will once again take
part in this year’s event, joining others
from across the System to represent the
voices of our members back home. It’s an
opportunity to discuss the issues that
matter most to farmers and rural
businesses in our state, everything from
access to credit and crop insurance to the
everyday challenges of running a family
operation.

One of the highlights of the Fly-In is the
Farm Credit Marketplace Reception,
where guests get a chance to meet
producers and sample the goods that
make each region unique. Thousands of
congressional members, staff, and
agricultural leaders attend this event each
year, and it’s always a proud moment to
showcase what we have to offer.

This year, we will be represented by
Weaver Meat Processing of Hartselle,
Alabama. Family-owned since 1997,
Weaver has built a strong reputation for
quality meat processing and outstanding
customer service, serving customers
from Mobile to Nashville. Their
handcrafted beef jerky will be featured at
the reception, giving attendees a true
taste of Alabama’s rural excellence.

We’re honored to highlight a member
business that embodies the hard work
and quality that define our state. Events
like the Fly-In are a reminder that while
our reach may extend all the way to
Washington, our heart, and our mission,
remain firmly rooted right here at home.

From  Al ab a m a  to  C a pitol  H il l :
Fa r m  C re d it ’s  2 0 2 5  F ly - I n

https://youtu.be/Z4Cjd7VPNcY


More than 260 agricultural organizations from all 50
states and Puerto Rico have joined together urging
Congress to pass Farm Bill 2.0. In a joint letter to
Congressional leaders, the coalition expressed gratitude
for progress made so far but emphasized that current
measures are not a substitute for a full Farm Bill. The
signatories stress that a comprehensive bill is vital to
strengthen rural communities, sustain farmers and
ranchers, and ensure the long-term stability of American
agriculture.

The letter acknowledges that recent legislation has
provided helpful support for agriculture but argues it
cannot replace the wide-ranging programs included in a
traditional Farm Bill. From conservation and crop
insurance to rural development and research, these
programs form the backbone of a resilient food system. 

Farm Credit, which helped lead this effort, reiterated its
commitment to advocating for farmers and rural
communities nationwide. “While Farm Credit is extremely
grateful for the vital provisions included in the budget
reconciliation bill that strengthen long-term stability and
competitiveness, further legislation is needed to meet the
evolving needs of U.S. agriculture” said Farm Credit
Council President and CEO Christy Seyfert.

Farm Credit Leads Ag Group
Support for Farm Bill 2.0 SCAN TO READ

THE FULL LETTER

https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/ffWdXYci6qSvfQ1MQAgK/media/68c81d49b376d91ccae85244.pdf


Congratulations
2025 Scholarship Recipients2025 Scholarship Recipients

Together We Grow Foundation

We’re excited to introduce this year’s group of talented students awarded the

Together We Grow Foundation Scholarships. These scholarships help support the

next generation of agricultural professionals as they pursue their education and build

their futures in agriculture.

Join us in congratulating these outstanding recipients! We can’t wait to see how they

grow and contribute to the future of our industry!

ANNALEE ALLEN CARLA CARMONA
ACOSTA

JON BRIDGES JULIE JACKSON

LEIGHA CARDER

MACY
FORTENBERRY MATTIE RAEGILLESPIE

MORGAN
STUDDARD



ABOL Refresh

Same trusted service, now with
a cleaner design. Think of it as
washing the mud off the
tractor, everything runs the
same, just looks sharper. Log in
with confidence, it’s still us, just
shinier.

*Image to the left is the view after
you have logged in and selected your
favorites (loans). 

This summer of 2025, Alabama Farm Credit welcomed two
outstanding interns who made a lasting impact across the
association. For two months, Angela Harris and Michael Mathis
rotated through multiple departments and divisions, gaining
valuable experience and a clear view of the many inner
workings that drive our organization each day.

Our internship program began in 2023, and its success
continues to grow. With the positive results already seen, we
look forward to offering this opportunity to future students for
years to come.

Program details, including internship requirements and
application dates, are on the Alabama Farm Credit website.

Summer Internships

LEARN MORE
ABOUT OUR

INTERNSHIPS

https://app.gohighlevel.com/v2/preview/PEMCoVqQT7r5JSyXlZBH


Scholarship Internships
2026 Applications

SCAN TO APPLY
Submissions Due by 

12.31.25

Don’t Miss These Deadlines!
Here’s what’s coming up:

Stay Connected!

Please note, while no immediate action is required, staying informed about our collective progress ensures that
we all move forward together. Thank you for taking the time to read through these updates. 

Together We Grow. Together We Are
Alabama Farm Credit. 

Applications
open soon!

BE NOTIFIED
Sign-up by text for
scholarship alerts


