
It is a privilege to recognize Marc Gordon, Executive Director 
of the Chamber Music Society of St. Louis, for his 
outstanding contributions to music education and his 
unwavering commitment to enriching our community 
through the arts. 

For the past 17 years, Marc has dedicated himself to making 
music education accessible, meaningful, and inspiring for 
students of all backgrounds. Through his leadership of the 
Chamber Music Society of St. Louis, he has created 
opportunities for young musicians to learn, perform, and 
grow while fostering a lifelong appreciation for the arts 
throughout our community. 

What makes Marc truly exceptional is his belief that music 
belongs to everyone. He has worked tirelessly to remove 
barriers to participation and bring the transformative power 
of music to people who might not otherwise have access to 
it. From introducing chamber music in schools and 
community spaces to sharing musical experiences in 
correctional facilities, Marc consistently demonstrates that 
education extends far beyond the classroom. 

A passionate advocate for young artists, Marc has been 
instrumental in developing educational initiatives that 
inspire the next generation of musicians. Early in his tenure, 
he helped establish a Master Class Series designed to 
connect students with accomplished professional 
musicians. Recognizing the challenges faced by 
underfunded schools, he championed programs that 



brought live performances and musical education directly to 
students who may never have had the opportunity to 
experience classical music firsthand. 

His vision and leadership are perhaps best exemplified by 
the creation of the Chamber Music Academy, which recently 
completed a highly successful inaugural year. Designed to 
provide high-quality chamber music instruction in a flexible 
and accessible format, the Academy allows students to 
continue their musical development while balancing school 
and other commitments. Through ensemble coaching, 
masterclasses, performances, and mentorship, Marc has 
created an environment where young musicians can thrive 
artistically and personally. 

Marc's dedication is evident not only in the programs he 
creates, but in the countless ways he advocates for 
students behind the scenes. Whether securing funding to 
ensure students could participate in life-changing 
performance opportunities, supporting young ensembles as 
they pursue their dreams, or creating opportunities for 
emerging artists to perform before live audiences, he 
consistently goes above and beyond to help others succeed. 

Through his leadership, vision, and tireless commitment to 
education, Marc Gordon has made a profound and lasting 
impact on students, families, and the cultural life of our 
region. His passion for music, his dedication to young 
people, and his belief in the power of education make him 
exceptionally deserving of this recognition. 


