SCDN Dunbartonshire Network Meeting
Wednesday 2nd July 2025
West Dunbartonshire Council
Present: Anne O’Donnell, Community Activity Organiser - Alzheimer Scotland, Anne-Marie Timmoney, Community Worker – East Dunbartonshire, Chris Young, Communities Project Worker – West Dunbartonshire Council, Janice O’Connor, Community Co-ordinator – Corra Foundation, Lynda Currie, Member Activator – Co-op, Stephen Burns, Communities Project Worker – West Dunbartonshire Council, Susan Campbell – CD Consultant – SCDN.
Apologies:  Joyce Kerr, Community Safety Advocate -Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Luke Emerton, Development and Engagement Officer – East Dunbartonshire Council.
Welcome and SCDN Update
Susan welcomed everyone to the meeting. SCDN has a new Chairperson, Frankie Frankgate, who has taken over from Fiona Ballantyne. Fiona remains on the board as a trustee. 
This year’s national conference will take place on Thursday 23rd October at the Pyramid at Anderston. The theme is Climate Justice. The venue is near Anderston Station and taking public transport is advisable as parking in the area is expensive. 
The AGM will take place on the same day during the first half hour of the event. We have vacancies on the SCDN board and are particularly keen to recruit practitioners with funding and IT skills. Susan asked that people highlight this to colleagues and contacts and to contact her for more information. 
The additional support from the Accelerate programme has just started so Susan hopes to be able to start working on the new membership system with this help. 
Our new strategy covering 2025 – 2028 is now on the ‘About Us’ page of our website here
Updates
Chris fedback that the restructuring is now complete with the four staff members from the communities’ team being relocated. He is now part of the Community Planning team. £20,000,000 has been signposted to Clydebank over the next 10 years for community led regeneration with the hope of place plans being part of the project. He is also working with the HSCP engaging with people on the services in Alexandria. The Cash First project is coming to an end in August. He is also starting a Padlet to share information. 
Janice continues to build the capacity of community groups she has been working with through her role with Corra as this comes to an end next year. They are showcasing their Plan on a Page work and some groups are utilising this for funding. Her new role with the Community Leaders Collective is going well with 24 people signed up and 5 on a waiting list. Sessions will be online, and in-person and the work is accredited. A peer-to-peer approach will be an important part of the process.
Stephen is now part of the Community Asset Transfer team, and his role will be to offer support to existing groups and those taking this on assets. Some properties are not feasible for groups, and he will be supporting them to find more suitable alternatives. A discussion took place about community councils. 
Anne-Marie’s team are working on a regrading. She is working on locality plans looking at poverty. There is a lot of positive work happening in Lennoxtown with the Main Street regeneration and The Pantry. The High Church has been taken over and there are lots of pro-active groups. 
Anne fedback that the community groups she supports are running well with good engagement. They offer support and social interaction. The choir is now becoming a victim of its own success and Anne is waiting to hear how this will now be taken forward given the increased number of participants. Alzheimer’s Scotland has launched a Stop the Cuts campaign to highlight the issue of cuts on services. You can find out more and sign the petition here
Lynda fedback that the Co-op cyber-attack caused issues with stock which are now resolved. It affected funeral care too, but all services are now over the worst of it. The Community Fund has been launched with the closing date of 6th July. It is the United Nations Year of Co-ops with delegates coming from all over the world. The aim is around co-op for fairness and rebuilding through co-ops for all of the countries currently under siege. 
She has been working in partnership with The Eden Project on The Big Lunch. The walking group at Loch Lomond Shores is a really well organised group.  Anne shared that Paths for all has changed name to Walking Scotland. She also highlighted that Clydebank is a Fairtrade town, but there is no Fairtrade group in West Dunbartonshire. A general discussion took place about Fairtrade products.
Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 1st October, East Dunbartonshire – Time and venue to be confirmed. 
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