SCDN Dunbartonshire Network Meeting
Thursday 1st August 2024, The Hive, Lennoxtown
Present: Alex Buist, Chairperson - Milton of Campsie Community Council, Anne Reid, Community Safety Advocate - Scottish Fire & Rescue Service, Joyce Kerr, Community Safety Advocate - Scottish Fire & Rescue Service, Lynda Currie, Member Pioneer Co-ordinator – Co-op, Margaret Whitelaw, Secretary – Lenzie Development Trust, Sandra Meechan – The Hive, Sarah Stead, Community Worker – East Dunbartonshire Council, Susan Campbell – CD Consultant – SCDN.
Apologies: Anne O’Donnell, Community Activity Organiser, Alzheimer Scotland, Anne-Marie Timoney, Community Worker - East Dunbartonshire Council, Isobel Plunkett, Activist - AOK/Old Kilpatrick Community Council, Luke Emerton, Development Officer – East Dumbartonshire Voluntary Action, Stephen Burns, Community Project Worker – West Dunbartonshire Council, Stephen Horsburgh, Resource Generation Officer - East Dunbartonshire Council.
Welcome and SCDN Update
Susan welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief explanation of the work of SCDN. More information can be found and free membership taken out here The more members we have the stronger our voice. She fedback that the conference this year will take place on Friday 25th October from 10am – 3.30pm at Townhead Village Hall, Glasgow and the theme this year democracy. More details will follow in the next SCDN bulletin, but for now she asked people to save the date. 
Margaret fedback that the DTAS conference is at the end of August and the theme of day one is democracy. A discussion took place about the democracy matters consultations that finished earlier this year. 
Susan fedback that SCDN funding is due to end next March. We are looking at other funding options, but given the current climate, this may not be fruitful. We are about the start the Accelerate Programme which supports charities with free advice on Governance, funding and promotion. This should be a great help with potential new funding searches and if unsuccessful, supporting us with next steps.
Margaret Whitelaw – Co-housing
Margaret gave an interesting input on Co-housing Scotland, a charity supporting innovative housing solutions. They believe in co-operative housing that is run by the residents themselves. She spoke about how damaging loneliness is to health and that research has shown that many people want to live in more communal, community settings. Lenzie Co-housing group is focusing on a project for older people as they have lost their older peoples’ service. People are moving prematurely into care homes as there are not enough houses for them to downsize to and they cannot afford to run their homes.  
This project is supported by East Dunbartonshire Health and Social Care Partnership and if it is successful would be the first of its kind. She is also a trustee of Co-housing Scotland and who are well connected to Scottish minsters. A discussion took place about housing issues in general, highlighting the lack of affordable housing stock to the terrible conditions of some of the housing on offer. Everyone wished Margaret luck with the project. 
Updates 
Lynda fedback that it is the 30th anniversary of Fair Trade this year which is really important to the Co-op in terms of its values. She is hoping to offer a back off type event using Fair Trade products at the chocolate making factory in Kirkintilloch. She is now in a new role covering East and West Dunbartonshire, Inverclyde and Renfrewshire. 
Margaret fedback that the community garden in Lenzie is hoping to run an event in the autumn using the apples they have. Lynda suggested contacting the Co-op for funding to support this and other projects. There is the potential to receive £250 per project as well as £150 from Co-op Funeral Care. The projects need to support health and sustainability. 
Joyce and Anne have been offering water safety training alongside National Drowning Day. Flooding is now a huge issue. They are also offering inputs to Alzheimer's Scotland as the population is aging. 
Sarah has been working with the Grants Advisory Committee as the grants for this round are now closed. Their AGM is on 21st August from 6.45pm – 8.45pm in Bearden Academy. It will be followed by inputs from groups who have been successful in receiving grants. They are looking for more members to join the committee and Margaret and Sandra put their names forward. 
Sandra is based at the Hive on a permanent basis now. The Pantry has over 50 members after just five weeks. It is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10.30am to 12.30pm and Wednesday evening from 6pm to 8pm. The café is also open and they are hoping to be able to offer older people a three-course lunch deal alongside other offers. Young people have asked for an ice-cream parlour which they will be starting soon with a youth club alternating on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Date of Next Meeting – 1st November at 10am – West Dunbartonshire (venue to be confirmed).
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