SCDN Dunbartonshire Network Meeting
Wednesday 1st October 2025, The Hive, Lennoxtown
Present: Anne-Marie Timoney - East Dunbartonshire Council, Beth Bradly -  Friends of Campsie High Kirk, Craig Taylor – Friends of Campsie High Kirk, Deirdre Campbell – East Dunbartonshire Co-Housing Network, Gillian Howard – East Dunbartonshire Citizens Advice Bureau, Ian Bowman – Waterside Miners’ Charitable Society, Luke Emerton– East Dunbartonshire Council, Karolyn Daye-Cullis – All Minds, Margaret Whitelaw - – East Dunbartonshire Co-Housing Network, Phil Wadsley – Friends of Campsie High Kirk, Sandra McKeen – The Hive, Susan Campbell – SCDN.
Apologies: Joyce Kerr - Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Stephen Horsburgh, Resource Generation Officer - East Dunbartonshire Council.
Welcome and Introductions
Susan welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. 
Updates
Karolyn manages All Minds, a counselling service that offers support to children, young people, adults and families. The service is funded so provided free of charge and they also have student counsellors who work with the project. 
Luke fedback that he works for East Dunbartonshire Voluntary Action who offer support to third sector organisations in East Dunbartonshire. They support with start up funding and volunteering support as well as managing the Mental Health and Wellbeing fund which closes on 10th October. 
Sandra manages The Hive which is open to everyone in the community. For a £10 annual membership you receive 8 items from the pantry for £4. A warm space is also offered alongside yoga and chair yoga. The space can also be hired, and cookery course are running supporting people to cook on a budget. They are also looking for a greenspace to start an allotment. 
Louise works in employability specifically in criminal justice, with families (parents and carers) and people over 18 on benefits. They offer 1-1 support, help with CVs, interview prep, form writing and confidence building. They are based in the college at Kirkintilloch and can also visit people if they are unable to get the college. 
Anne-Marie is doing a lot of partnership working with Luke and the Hive and is supporting a new toddler’s group. She is also working on the Health Issues in the Community Course. She works in Lennoxtown with the community council too. 
Beth volunteers with Friends of Campsie High Kirk and is involved with a lunch club every second Monday from 12pm – 1.30pm. The club helps with social isolation and for a donation of £2 you can have soup, tea/coffee/biscuits and home baking.  She is also the chair of the Campsie Local History group, and their annual calendar is just about ready to be issued. 
Gillian fedback that CAB has access points all over East Dunbartonshire, apart from Torrance. The bowling club was suggested as a potential venue. She is supporting people using food banks and working a lot in partnership. She is looking to link in with new groups. 
Craig shared that he is working with Friends of Campsie High Kirk and that it was his idea to start this. They are slowly getting there.
Phil is also part of the Friends of Campsie High Kirk charity and his wife is a counsellor and offers the yoga classed in The Hive 
Ian is President of the Waterside Miners’ Charitable Society, and they are looking to knock down the Waterside Miners Club and build a new hub at the cost of 3 million pound. They are hopeful of a 2028 completion date. 
Margaret and Deirdre continue to work on plans to have a Co-housing build in Lenzie. This is linked into mental health and PTSD and would have a positive impact on loneliness. It’s built on a core and cluster basis with people having their own flats and shared facilities/communal spaces. They are trying to link in with section 75 money which is supposed to be a community benefit, led by the community. 
A discussion took place about some of the barriers that have been in place around Co-housing and section 75 money. There is a shortage of community workers to support groups organise around these issues and it was felt that a champion was needed. 
SCDN Update
Susan spoke about the purpose of the network offering community development practitioners a space to share resources, information, practice issues and offer support. 
We have networks in Dunbartonshire, Fife, Ayrshire and Glasgow, organise an annual national conference and our members receive a monthly bulletin with updates on community development events, policy and relevant information. Membership is free and you can take it out here. The more members we have the stronger our voice is in promoting community development.
This year’s national conference will take place on Thursday 23rd October at the Pyramid at Anderston. The theme is Climate Justice. The workshops will focus on supporting practitioners to feel more confident in working with communities on climate justice. 
The venue is near Anderston Station and taking public transport is advisable as parking in the area is expensive. You can register for the conference here
The AGM will take place on the same day during the first half hour of the event. We have vacancies on the SCDN board and are particularly keen to recruit practitioners with funding and IT skills. 
With the support of the Accelerate programme, a funding application was submitted to the Weir Charitable Trust but unfortunately was unsuccessful. We also applied to The Roberston Trust but were unsuccessful with this application too. We will find out in December if our current funding will continue for another year.  
Our new strategy covering 2025 – 2028 is now on the ‘About Us’ page of our website here
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place in West Dunbartonshire in January. Details to follow.
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