Today’s Theme

“Preparation”
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1. Success is often built on preparation.
Proverbs 6:6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its
ways and be wise! 7 It has no commander, no over-
seer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer
and gathers its food at harvest.

Eph 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.

2. Jesus joined humanity at the proper time.
Gal 4:4 But when the set time had fully come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive
adoption to sonship.

Eph 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches
of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wis-
dom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure,
which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect
when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity
to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

3. How to prepare for a life with Jesus.

(1) Be willing to surrender your heart to Him.
Matt 4:19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will
send you out to fish for people.”

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

(2) Be willing to listen to Him.

John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; | know them,
and they follow me.

Rev 3:20 Here | am! | stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will
come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God—

(3) Be willing to stay faithful to Him.

Matthew 25:21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come
and share your master’s happiness!’

Luke 16:10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little
can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dis-
honest with very little will also be dishonest with much.

(4) Be willing to trust Him at high levels.
Matthew 28:20 and teaching them to obey everything
| have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

Psalm 37:1 Do not fret because of those who are evil
or be envious of those who do wrong; 2 for like the
grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will
soon die away. 3 Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell
in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 4 Take delight in the
Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 5
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will
do this: 6 He will make your righteous reward shine
like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.
7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when
they carry out their wicked schemes. 8 Refrain from
anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads
only to evil.



