
Advent and Christmas 2023 
Inside this issue 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Mass: 

Nov. 23, 9:00 am 

Immaculate Conception Mass: 

Dec. 7, 7:00 pm 

Dec. 8, 9:00 am and 5:00 pm 
 

Christmas Masses: 

Christmas Eve: Sunday, Dec. 24 

4:00 pm & 12:00 am 

(No 5:30 pm Mass) 

 

Christmas Day: Monday, Dec. 25 

8:30 and 10:30 am  

 

New Year’s Mass Schedule: 

Dec. 31: 5:00 pm followed by potluck 

& bingo. 

Jan. 1: 8:30, 10:30 am  
 

 

 

Consulte el boletín para conocer 

los horarios de Misas en español. 

Traditions help us prepare for Jesus 
 
For several years now, we have had the Advent tradition at Our Lady 
of Grace of asking parish families to carry forward parts of our 
Nativity scene during Sunday Masses.  They place each item, such as a 
donkey or sheep, into the Nativity scene area at the front of the church.  
Eventually, as the weeks of Advent progress, other statues are added 
and, at Christmas, the Baby Jesus! 
 

We can follow the same tradition in our homes.  Place the figures of 
your Nativity scene around your house and move them closer to the 
final spot for your full Nativity scene as the Sundays go by.  This 
tradition helps us focus on what Christmas is all about – the journey of 
Mary and Joseph toward Bethlehem and the great celebration of the 
birth of Jesus! 
 

Fr. Maus started another tradition these past two years – inviting 
parishioners and guests to pray in front of the Nativity scene at the end 
of Mass.  When the church is packed with people during Mass, we 
often can’t see the Nativity scene very clearly.  During Advent, you are 
invited to come forward at the end of Mass to pray near it.  Gaze at the 
growing scene and think about Who we anticipate seeing there in a 
manger on Christmas!  
 

How can we make our traditions at home focus more clearly on the 
birth of Jesus?  Talk with your Catholic and Christian friends about 
what has worked for them.  Spend time in quiet prayer and ask Our 
Lord for ideas.  Think about a faith tradition that made an impact on 
you as a child, and weave it into the preparations you make at home. 
 

Being ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus begins with focusing on Him, 
the One who loves us more than anyone 
else can.  May Jesus be the center of 
your Advent and Christmas this year!  
And may you be aware of His loving 
presence with you throughout every 
moment of the new year that lies ahead! 
 

By Tanya Watterud  
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Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church 

Father Adam Maus, Pastor 

Do you wish to be made well? 
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By Fr. Adam Maus 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

November 

 

12 - 3:00 pm Misa Española (Spanish 

Mass) followed by fellowship 

17/18 - Dakota Hope Festival of Trees 

22 - No Faith Formation Classes 

23 - 9:00 am Thanksgiving Day Mass 

23 - 24 Parish Office Closed 

26 - No Faith Formation Classes 

26 - 3:00 pm Misa Española (Spanish 

Mass) followed by fellowship 

 

December 

2 - 10:30 am Altar Society Christmas Lunch  

3 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon      

Knights of Columbus Benefit Breakfast for 

March for Life pilgrimage.  

3 - 7:00 pm Healing Service with Fr. 

Brian Gross  

7 - 7:00 pm Feast of Immaculate 

Conception Vigil Mass  

8 - 9:00 am and 5:30 pm Feast of 

Immaculate Conception Mass  

8 - Parish Office Closed 

9 - 9:00 am First Reconciliation #1 

9 - 10:30 am First Reconciliation #2 

10 - 10:30 am PreK—Grade 1 sing during 

10:30 Mass 

17 - 11:45 pm Children’s Christmas Program 

22 - Parish Office Closed 

24 - No Faith Formation until 1-7-2024  

24 - 4:00 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

24 - No 5:30 pm Mass 

24 - 12:00 am Christmas Midnight 

Mass 

25 - 8:30 am Christmas Day Mass 

25 - 10:30 am Christmas Day Mass 

25 - Parish Office Closed 

31 - 5:00 pm Mary, Mother of God 

Holy Day Vigil Mass 

31 - 6:00 - 8:30 pm    New Year’s Eve 

Potluck Dinner and Bingo 

 

Healing Service 

Sunday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 
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(continued on page 5) 

January 

1 - 8:30 am Mary, Mother of God Mass  

1 - 10:30 am Mary, Mother of God 

Mass  

1 - Parish Office Closed 

3 - 5:30 - 7:30 pm   Faith Formation & Youth 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

7 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Breakfast for Dakota Hope Clinic 

7 - FF Classes on Sunday resume 

10 - FF Classes on Wednesday resume  

18 - 6:00 - 7:30 pm First Eucharist Retreat 

(Option 1) 

21 - 1:00 - 2:30 pm   First Eucharist Retreat 

(Option 2) 

24 - 4:00 - 5:10 pm Mass in Class 

24 - 5:30 - 6:40 pm Mass in Class 

27/28 - First Eucharist Rite of Enrollment 

during each Mass (except 5:30 pm) 

February 

4 - 11:00 am Knights of Columbus Roast 

Beef Dinner 

14 - Ash Wednesday - watch bulletin for 

Mass times; no Faith Formation classes 

16 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

19 - Parish Office Closed 

23 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Fr. Brian Gross 

For I know well  
the plans  

I have in mind 
 for you. 

MISA EN ESPAÑOL 
 

El Padre Degele 

anunciará 

las fechas 

de las 

misas en 

español en 

el boletín. 
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Building Up Our Church 

By Marietta Clemens 
By Tanya Watterud 

https://www.olgminot.org/faith-formation


Learning about Jesus’ birth  
through action and song 
 

Children in 
Kindergarten 
through grade 5 are 
invited to participate 
in our annual 
Children’s Christmas 
Program. Rehearsals are on two 
Saturdays, Dec. 2 and 16, from 2:30-3:30 
P.M. in the dining room. The program is in 
the dining room on Sunday, Dec. 17, at 
about 11:45 A.M. (after the 10:30 A.M. 
Mass). Please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the classroom hallway or contact 
Christine Aberle in the Faith Formation 
office, education3@olgminot.org, 701-
839- 6834 (office), or text 701-818-2605. 
All are invited to the performance! We 
usually have a special visitor there, too, 
with a treat for all the children. Who do 
you think our visitor might be? 

Children invited to sing on  
Christmas Eve 
 

Children in grades 2-8 are invited to sing 
with the choir for the 4:00 P.M. Christmas 
Eve Mass. Rehearsals are December 6 and 
13 from 5:00-5:30 P.M. in the choir area of 
the church. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the classroom hallway or 
contact Tanya in the Faith Formation 
office, education1@olgminot.org, 701-
839-6834 (office), or text 701-219-3194. 
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 Pantry part of TWICE BLESSED Grant Program 

As is our custom, we present our Annual 

Report.  Currently 1,321 households (about 

3,456 individuals) are registered in our parish 

family.  We have been a stewardship parish for 

about 19½ years now.  In September again had 

our Stewardship Renewal when we 

recommitted ourselves to be good stewards of 

our time, talent and treasure.  God continues to 

bless us individually and as a parish.  May we 

continue to share those blessings! 

 Fr. Adam Maus, Pastor 

 Deacon Steve Streitz, Parish Manager 

 

Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Sacramental Life 

64 Baptisms  

28 Funerals  

80 Confirmations  

11 Weddings  

72 First Communions  
 

Ministries and Activities 

286 Bible Study and Faith-Sharing

 Group Participants 

55  Eucharistic Adorers 

56 Members, Councils and Committees 

20 Outreach (Homebound/ Nursing 

 Home Ministers, Transportation) 

224 Prayer Chains (Telephone and Email) 

206  families that are involved in:  

 Liturgical Ministers, including 

 Musicians  

OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH 

Annual Report 

Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry 

 July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023  
  

  

  2021-2022 2022-2023 
    

Income:    

Pantry Income OLG Parishioners 23,041.53 47,658.25 

Pantry Interest Earned  0.00 0.00 

Pantry Income Grants  58,405.00 44,469.00 

51,827.35 58,786.30 Pantry Income Non-OLG  

Total Income: 133,273.88 150,913.55 

    

Expenses:    
Food:  70,083.27 154,472.97 

Medical/Housing/Rent Assistance: 20,000.00 0.00 

Facility and Administrative Expense: 10,462.09 14,713.00 

Equipment (Used Forklift), Maintenance/Repair: 9,959.07 32,578.99 

Total Expenses: 110,504.43 201,764.96 
    

Income-Expenses: 22,769.45 -50,851.41 
 

   

Food Distributed:    

Food Donated to Pantry, in pounds: 36,630 44,567 
Food Purchased, in pounds: 201,685 248,379 

Pantry Volunteers:  120 120 
    

Monthly Average  People Served:   
Households:  371 477 

Individuals:  962 1,300 

Children:  339 457 
Senior Citizens:  107 154 
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St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation has changed 

it’s name and is now called INSPIRITUS. They have 

awarded Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry the opportunity to 

be part of the TWICE BLESSED Matching grant program. 

From November 15 through December 31, 2023, eligible 

gifts given to INSPIRITUS Community Health Foundation 

for the Our Lady of Grace’s food pantry's Twice Blessed 

campaign will be matched by the INSPIRITUS Community 

Health Foundation up to the amount provided in the 

Matching Fund Agreement. Every gift matched doubles the 

blessing. 

For more information go to inspiritnd.com/twice-blessed/ 

or call 701-837-1726.   



Our Lady of Grace Parish - Annual Statement 

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Financial Statement 

Your good stewardship provides not only for our parish needs but extends beyond Our Lady of Grace Parish to 

our diocese, our community and beyond.   

Income:   2021-2022 2022-2023 

Contributions Adult Envelopes - Sundays and Holy Days 929,188.30 927,953.76 

 Youth and Children's Envelopes  9,240.56 10,808.96 

 Loose Currency  74,985.00 85,019.17 

Investment Income  201.27 159.60 

Transfer from Savings for BRCS Foundation Payment 0.00 0.00 

Committees/Councils  1,570.00 2,906.00 

Activities/Ministries (Weddings, Funerals, Sanctuary, Facility Usage) 50,600.03 25,499.86 

Education (Adult Educ., RE Tuition, Grant, VBS, Camp) 18,816.00 24,215.38 

Other Donations and Misc Income  529,903.18 464,768.86 

 Income (excluding Dedicated Accounts) 1,614,504.34 1,541,331.59 

Expense:     

Staff Expense (Salaries/Taxes/Insurance, Clergy Expense, Mileage) 387,006.07 367,461.49 

Facilities/Utilities (including improvements)  154,868.22 258,561.51 

Committees/Councils  3,438.19 3,422.42 

Education 
(Adult Educ., Religious Education Books and Supplies; Youth Camp; VBS; 

  

 Bishop Ryan Catholic Schools Subsidy, BRCS Campaign   

 and BRCS Stewardship Cost of Education) 389,698.27 391,671.46 

Activities/Ministries (Weddings, Funerals, Sanctuary, Facility Usage) 32,647.09 32,811.24 

Office (Postage, Telephone, Supplies, Printing, Equipment) 78,722.16 62,445.58 

Transfer to Savings Accounts  500,000.00 400,000.00 

Other Expense (liturgy, flowers, etc.)  47,142.42 26,095.02 

 
1,593,522.42 1,542,468.72 Expense (excluding Dedicated Accounts) 

  Income - Expense 20,981.92 -1,137.13 

Receipts - Dedicated Accounts:    

  God's Share, African Mission, Holy Land, Rice Bowl, Memorials, 167,781.39 208,000.61 

  Tuition Assistance Program, St. Gianna's Home   
     

Expenditures - Dedicated Accounts:    

  God's Share, African Mission, Holy Land, Rice Bowl, Memorials, 146,615.80 196,727.87 

  Tuition Assistance Program, St. Gianna's Home   

 YTD Change in Dedicated Accounts 21,165.59 11,272.74 
     

 Cash Balance 7/1/22 185,335.81   

 Income 1,541,331.59   

 Expenses -1,142,468.72   

 Transfer from Savings 0.00   

 Transfer to Diocesan Expansion Fund Account -400,000.00   

 Net Change Dedicated Accounts 11,272.74   

 Payroll Liabilities 8,810.66   

 Cash balance 6/30/23 204,282.08   9 



New Parishioners and Families of:  
 

  
 

Weddings:  

  

Baptisms:   
 

  
 

Deaths:  

  

Our Parish Family 
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 



New Year’s Eve Party! 
Do you like to eat, visit, and play bingo?  
  

If you do, join us for a 
fun evening.  Everyone is 
invited to celebrate the 
Mary, Mother of God Holy Day Vigil Mass with 
us at 5:00 PM on New Year’s Eve (Sunday, Dec. 
31) and then join us at 6:00 PM in our parish 
dining room for a potluck dinner.  Those with 
their last name starting with the letters:  

A-H are asked to bring salads or side 
dishes; 
I-Q bring desserts; and  
R-Z, bring main dishes.   
After dinner, we will play bingo.  We 
invite everyone who has any 
“white elephant” items in 
their home to bring them 
along for prizes.   

Respect Life Committee offering Spiritual Adoption 

Are you looking for another way to be 
involved with praying for the 
protection of the unborn?  Consider 
spiritual adoption!  

Our parish’s Respect Life Committee 
has planned a program where you 
may take home information about 
the development of a child in the 
womb and spiritually adopt an 
unborn child, committing to pray for him or her until birth.  
The adoption period will end in October 2024, at the end of 
the nine months a child usually spends in the mother’s 
womb, with a baby shower to benefit children in need. 

Through the spiritual adoption, you are not praying for one 
specific unborn child; however, you may choose to name 
your child, making the prayer more personal to you and 
your family.  If you are involving your children in this 
ministry, it is a wonderful way to teach them about the 
miracle of life that God gives to each of us. 

The Committee would love to have help with this and future 
projects that demonstrate the great gift of life!  Please 
consider joining the Committee, which meets only a few 
times each year, by contacting the parish office at 701-839-
6834 and speaking with Sharon. 

How do I know if activities are canceled due to 
weather? 

Each North Dakota winter, there are usually a few parish 
activities (classes, Adoration, meetings, etc.) that need to be 
canceled due to inclement weather.  Here’s where you will 
find cancellation information: 

 Faith Formation families receive an email message to the 
primary email address in our database. 

 We post cancellations on our website’s home page:  
olgminot.org. 

 We share the information on our parish app, and send it to 
those who have chosen to receive our app messages. 

 We also post cancellations to our social media.  Here are 
the links: 

 Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/
OurLadyofGraceMinot/ 

 Instagram account:  https://www.instagram.com/
ourladyofgraceminot/ 

 And, if we can make it to the church through the snow, we 
usually post signs on Door 2, the primary door used to 
enter the church for classes and meetings. 

 For smaller groups, we sometimes use Flocknote to group 
text news of cancellations. 

Of course, you can always call the parish office, or text/call 
Tanya or Christine regarding Faith Formation.     

If you have any questions, please let us know.  We’re praying 
for good weather the rest of the year! 

https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyofGraceMinot/
https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyofGraceMinot/
https://www.instagram.com/ourladyofgraceminot/
https://www.instagram.com/ourladyofgraceminot/
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ADVENT CARING TREE 
 

Our Lady of Grace’s Pastoral Care Committee invites you to participate in the Caring Tree Project.  The 

children helped by this effort are often the most needy and neglected.   
 

A Caring Tree decorated with paper ornaments will be placed in the sanctuary from December 1 through 

December 22. You may bring your gifts to the office or place in the offering basket with your donation. 
 

Purple Ornaments benefit the children of the Fort Yates Indian Mission. 
 

Pink Ornaments benefit the Adolescent Mental Health Unit of Trinity - St Joseph’s Medical Center for 

buying mittens, socks, etc. for young patients. 
 

White Ornaments benefit children who are victims of domestic 

violence. 
 

Violet Ornaments benefit God’s Child Project in Guatemala (Director is 

Pat Atkinson of Bismarck). 
 

Light Blue Ornaments benefit Camp ReCreation for the 

developmentally disabled at Richardton, ND. 
 

 

Please take an ornament of your choice, place it in an envelope 

with your monetary gift, and put it in one of the Sunday 

collections.  Thank you.   

By the way, your gifts are tax deductible! 


