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Hello Gentlemen and welcome to the September issue of the Seniors 

Newsletter. In this month’s issue we’ve got the captain’s report and some great 

photographs from our Captains Home day Competition. There’s a report from 

our home Team Match against Woodthorpe and update reports from your 

Committee Members including an important “rules” report from Tony that 

explains the “15 simple rules” every golfer should know. There’s also the usual 

“Test Your Knowledge” quiz and an interesting article on Golf Ball Compression. 

You can also check out how you are doing in this year’s Order of Merit on page 

17. 

The highlight of the month of course was our Captains Home Day played on the 

20th. The weather was fine and sunny and a great day’s golf was enjoyed by 

nearly 50 members. Everyone enjoyed a buffet, and refreshments provided and 

hosted by Captain Colin, a selection of snacks at the halfway house, a mystery 

holes stableford competition and a variety of nearest the pin’s challenges. Thank 

you to everyone who turned out to support our Captain and to members who 

assisted with the organisation on the day. Well done to all our winners. And of 

course, thank you to Colin for putting on such a great day’s golf. 

We concluded our Summer Knockout during 

August and its congratulations and well done to 

Tony Fell who ran out the winner against Jim 

Crayston. Also last month it was great to see Erol 

back on the course enjoying a round of golf. I joined 

him in a buggy, and I’m pleased to say I don’t think 

it will be long before he is back playing again on a 

regular basis. 

It’s hard to believe that we are in September 

already and now looking forward to the Autumn 

Programme. Although the weather has been 

exceptionally warm it has taken its toll on the 

course. Thankfully the ground staff have done a good job on the greens. 

 Chairman’s Comments: 

Alan Pretty, Seniors Chairman, 

   September 2025. 
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Unfortunately, the fairways have suffered because of the lack of water, and the 

tee boxes are nearly non-existent. Let’s hope we have some rain over the next 

few weeks (well just enough to improve the condition of the course) so we can 

all enjoy some good rounds of golf. 

At the last Seniors Committee Meeting it was agreed to introduce a “best round 

of the Month Competition” The idea is that the Competition Team will select 

what they consider to be the best round of the month in a WMSS official 

competition. We’ll then publish it in the newsletter and get the player to give us 

the highlights of the round. Tony Crook started us off last Month and you can 

see his card and read his comments on page 13. 

Thank you to everyone for getting their memberships renewed on time. We now 

have nearly 70 members. Included in that number are new members Paul 

Warman, Mike Bullivant, John Hardy Michael Coates, Paul Eveleigh and David 

Robinson. Welcome gentlemen. I hope you enjoy your golf with a group of like-

minded seniors. 

Finally thank you to all members who attended John Boyce’s Funeral. He had a 

lovely send off and has now gone to join his family and play as much golf as he 

likes. RIP Boycey, you’ll be missed but not forgotten. Alan Pretty Seniors Chairman.  

 



 5 

August due to having to reschedule team games has been a quiet 

month with the only match being a home game against 

Woodthorpe. Check out the Team page on the WMSS Golf Club 

website site for the match report & page 7 & 8 in this month’s 

newsletter 

Almost forgot there was another 

event, with 41 seniors taking part and the highlight for my month 

this was the Captains Home Day. Adding a 

mixture of fun events into a qualifying 

stableford made for an interesting and 

hopefully fun day 

for all. Starting with 

nearest the 

captain’s drive on 

the first, being first 

off to hit that drive 

was a little nerve wracking to say the least. 

No need to have worried it went straight 

 Captain’s Column: 

Colin Bilboa, Seniors Captain, 

   September 2025. 
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down the 

middle and 

even left a 

shot to the 

green, 

pressure 

what 

pressure. 

Well done 

Colin Taylor for replicating this 

perfectly executed stroke.  This was 

followed by nearest the pin on 14 & 

18, well done to Paul Marshall & 

Robbie Read respectively. We 

ended the day with a secret six chosen by Hayley which was taken 

by Paul Everleigh with 16pts. Paul also took the division 2 

stableford with 45pts which also 

earned him the title of club bandit. 

It was a day for the Paul’s as Paul 

Warman with a playing h/c of 9 

took the division 1 stableford with 

an impressive 39. 

Well done and THANK YOU to all 

that took part. For future reference Paul Eveleigh has had his 

index cut by 11.6, that’s a reduction of 13 off the yellows at 

Welton, great play has its rewards and I’m sure all would agree 

that stroke index reduction is a reward to all that play the 

beautiful game. Colin Bilboa Captain WMSS. 
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Again, may I 
start by 
saying thank 
you to all 
that put 
their names down for this this rearranged 
match against Woodthorpe. On this occasion 
I will also start by saying thank you for turning 

up, well most        Garry Gilberthorpe and I 
started the 
ball rolling in 

a closely fought contest, level after 16, 
a par on the 17th by my good self-took 
us one up. Bring on the 18th, my 1st 
shot hit the water but under pressure 
Garry held his nerve to make the half. 

 WMSS Team: 
Match No 9. Wednesday 27th August. 

Team News for Woodthorpe (Home) 
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1-0 WIN this was followed by further 
5 wins for our Welton Warriors. 
Our only losses were Vice Captain 
Simon Boyes and Alan Phillipson 2-1; 
this I believe indicates a hard-fought 
match and an acceptable result.  The 
second and biggest loss was Steve 
Wells and just in case you haven’t 
heard our Three Times Club 
Champion Alan Pretty, 4 -2. I 
apologise to Steve for making the 
pairing and ask Alan to make a mental 
note to try harder in all future 

competitions                                         
 

ITS NOT ABOUT THE WINNING 
sorry 

ITS ALL ABOUT THE WINNING             6-2              
Thanks, must also go 
to Woodthorpe’s 
captain Graham 
Rushby and his team 
who irrelevant of the 
result made for a 
great day of golf. 
Compliments again 
where given about 
the condition of the 
course especially the 
greens. This was followed by positive 

comments about the post-match Bowsers meal which as always seems 
to give a satisfying end to a great day’s golf. 
One last big thank you must also go to Hayley, her help both behind the 
scenes and on the day ensured this rearranged match happened. 
Thanks again, Colin Bilboa Seniors Captain.  
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Golf Ball Compression: What Is It And Why Does It Matter? 

Even though golf ball manufacturers don't talk about compression as much as they once did, it's still an 

important consideration... 

Most balls in most sports 

compress (they deform or go 

mis-shaped) at the point of 

impact, whether football, 

rugby, tennis and, perhaps most 

obviously of all, squash, where 

even a young child can 

manipulate the ball easily in his 

or her hands. But even 

seemingly rock-hard balls such 

as snooker balls compress to a degree because impact in many sports can take place at 

perhaps surprisingly high speeds. 

When it comes to golf, all balls feel 

hard to the touch (other than 

perhaps any tactile differences 

between their cover materials) and 

you would certainly be hard pushed 

to compress them in your bare 

hands. But when you factor in that 

some of the best golfers in the world 

have driver swing speeds of over 

120mph, and even the average male 

club golfer somewhere between 80 

and 90mph, that’s an awful lot of 

collision force between two 

seemingly hard objects – golf ball 

and hard metal clubface. Beneath 

the surface of a golf ball there 

always lies a core made of various 

plastic and/or rubber materials. 

There may be other layers between core and cover, especially in many of the best golf 

balls on the market, but it is the compound of the core that largely determines the extent 

to which the golf ball compresses at impact, and this in turn dictates the amount of energy 

transferred to the ball  

 

https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-69287
https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-69287
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The golf balls of yesteryear would 

sometimes have their compression stamped 

on them 

In days gone by you will have seen a figure 

of perhaps 90 or 100 stamped on a golf ball 

to indicate its compression rating. 

Compression is a measure of the deflection 

a golf ball undergoes when it is struck, with 

values typically ranging from 50 to 100, 

although at least one version of Callaway’s 

Supersoft golf ball had a compression rating 

as low as 38. 

 

2014's Callaway Supersoft model had a compression of just 

38 

(Image credit: Callaway Golf) 

These days, such figures are rarely, if ever, stamped on a ball, 

although some manufacturers will still refer to them 

somewhere in their product features and benefits. This is 

partly because ball manufacturing has advanced to such a 

degree, using all manner of high-tech, manmade materials, 

that it is possible to make balls that ‘feel’ significantly different to what their measured 

compression rating would actually be. 

But even if the figures themselves are now largely absent, or certainly less prominent than 

once they were, compression is still an important factor 

in performance as some golfers will find it easier to get 

greater distance out of a ball they can compress more 

easily (a low-compression ball) than one that requires 

greater swing speed to reap maximum benefit from its 

construction (a high-compression ball). 

Swing speed is a big factor in deciding whether you'll be 

able to reap the full benefits of higher-compression 

balls Many of the best golf balls for slow swing 

speeds and the best golf balls for 

seniors (acknowledging that there will, of course, be 

some seniors with faster swing speeds!) will be low- 

https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/balls/callaway-supersoft-golf-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/balls/callaway-supersoft-golf-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-for-slow-swing-speeds-207766
https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-for-slow-swing-speeds-207766
https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-for-seniors-207719
https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-golf-balls-for-seniors-207719
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compression models because their cores can be ‘activated’ more easily at slower swing 

speeds allowing them to achieve greater distance. Conversely, low-compression balls will 

compress too much for those with faster swing speeds, meaning sub-optimal performance 

and most likely a loss of control. 

While there are certainly elements of performance in the best premium golf balls from 

which all golfers can benefit (added feel, spin and control closer to the green) it may come 

at the cost of compromised distance for those not blessed with the fastest swings as they 

won’t be able to fully ‘activate’ the core of these higher-compression models at impact. 

 

Srixon's new Z Star 

Diamond has a 

compression of 102 and is 

designed for driver swing 

speeds of 90+mph 

(Image credit: Future) 

As an example, Srixon 

launched two ball models 

in early 2022 – the new Z 

Star Diamond and a new 

Q-Star Tour model. The Z 

Star Diamond, as played 

by Brooks Koepka, has a 

compression rating of 102 

and is designed for driver 

swing speeds of 90+mph; 

the Q-Star Tour has a compression rating of 72 and is designed for driver swing speeds of 

75+mph, but is otherwise engineered for tour-level performance. In other words, it will be 

a better distance option for those with sub-tour swing speeds who still want to reap all the 

other performance benefits of a tour-calibre ball. 

In addition to the relationship between ideal compression and swing speed, there is also a 

school of thought that some golfers might be able to hit low-compression balls a little 

further than firmer balls in cold weather, and some of our recommended best golf balls for 

cold weather are, indeed, low-compression models. Golf balls don’t go quite as far in the 

cold because the air is denser, which increases lift and drag so they tend to fly slightly higher 

and a little shorter. And if the golf ball itself gets very cold, this can also affect the 

characteristics of its materials resulting in lower initial velocity off the clubface. 

Jeremy Ellwood Contributing Editor 

  

https://www.golfmonthly.com/best-golf-deals/best-premium-golf-balls-210720
https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/srixon-z-star-diamond-golf-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/srixon-z-star-diamond-golf-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/balls/srixon-q-star-tour-2022-golf-ball-review
https://www.golfmonthly.com/reviews/balls/srixon-q-star-tour-2022-golf-ball-review
https://www.golfmonthly.com/gear/gear-news/brooks-koepka-whats-in-the-bag-158612
https://www.golfmonthly.com/buying-advice/best-golf-ball-for-cold-weather
https://www.golfmonthly.com/buying-advice/best-golf-ball-for-cold-weather
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“Round of the Month”. 

This is a new idea for the newsletter, each month the Competitions 

Team will select in their opinion the Best Round achieved that month 

in a WMSS official competition. 

This month’s winner is a round played from the White Tees in a stableford competition 

on Wednesday the 13th. Playing with a 12 HCP Tony Crook scored an amazing 43 points 

equating to a round of 75, which is now his PB from Whites. 
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“Round of the Month”. 

On Wednesday 13th August I shot my best ever score, 

a gross 75 from the White Tees at Welton recording 

43 points in the Stableford Competition. 

It was a slowish start with 2 bogeys on the 1st and 3rd hole to put me 

2 over after 3 holes, but a birdie 3 for 4 points got me started on 

hole 4. My ‘Amen Corner’ is 5, 6 and 7, which I consider the hardest 

part of the course, but this was great for me today scoring 10 points 

over those 3 holes, with pars at 5 and 7 and a very rare birdie at 6, 

with a 195 yard approach to 6 foot with a Hybrid 4 and holed the 

putt for a 4 and 4 points. 2 pars at 7 and 9 with a bogey 5 at 8 gave 

me a front nine score of 38, just 1 over par, scoring 23 points. 

The back nine started well with 2 pars and the 2 bogeys at 12 and 

13, both difficult holes and when I recorded a 2 on 14 for 3 points, I 

knew if I could keep it together over the last 4 a good score was on 

the cards. My only double bogey of the day was at 15 after a poor 

drive and 3 shots to get over the ditch but managed to par the last 

3 holes, holing a 6-foot putt with about 9 inches of break on 18 to 

finish the back 9 with 37 shots and a total score of 75, resulting in 

43 points. Today, I scored points on every hole with 3 birdies, 8 pars, 

4 bogeys and just 1 double.  

And a special thanks to my playing partners on the day Garry 

Gilberthorpe and Colin Taylor, who kept me focused on the day. 

The key today was keeping the ball in play from the tee, good 

approach shots and holing some great putts, helping me to a 

personal best score of 75 and a 0.8 handicap cut to 10.7. One more 

good round might finally get me to single figures. 
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Messages from the Competition Team. 

   

 

 

Competition Sec. 
Graham Robinson 

Asst Competition. 
Julian Worsdale. 

WMSS 
Handicap Sec. 

Tony Crook. 
Starter. 

Steven Wells. 

 

August has been a relatively quiet month for competitions, We have had two 

Stablefords, one being off white tees, the medal has been moved to early 

September due to a rearranged club match.  

The Captains Home day on the 20th was a great success with 40 Seniors taking 

part and was enjoyed by all. Congratulations went to one of our new members 

Paul Eveleigh winning with a massive 45 pts, he also won the mystery six holes 

with 16 points. He also received an extra prize of a large handicap cut.  

Our club match v Normanby was postponed due to a booking error on their part 

and will now be played in October. Woodthorpe were our only 

club match this month with Welton coming out on top 6-2 the 

match was played in good spirits and enjoyed by all.   

Congratulations go to Tony Fell on winning the Summer KO 

competition, another new name on the Honour’s Board. 

 

 

Up and Coming Starters List. 

Date Competition Tees OOM Starter 

10th Sept Stableford White No S. Wells 

24th Sept Monthly Medal White Yes A. Phillipson 

1st Oct Stableford * White No G. Turner 

8th Oct 3 Club Challenge Yellow No S. Rowe 

15th Oct Monthly Medal White Yes C. Taylor 

Note for the Starters NOT to let members start early and stick to the correct tee times. 
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 Rules Made Simple: 

Tony Crook, Seniors Handicap Secretary, 

July 2025. 
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WMSS Summer Knock-Out Competition Draw 
Entry Fee £5.00. Pay before you play. 

First Round 
Played by 
30th April 

Second Round 
Played by 
31st May 

Quarter Finals 
Played By 
30st June 

Semi Finals 
Played By 
31st July 

Final 
played by 

31st August 
Stewart Rowe 

Les Ramsay 
Les Ramsay 

Les Ramsay 

Tony Fell 
Winner 2025 

Les Ramsay 

Roy Smith 
Simon Boyes 

Simon Boyes 

John Doherty 
John Doherty 

Colin Bilboa 
Len Winch 

 
Colin Bilboa 

 
 

Alister Irons 
Tony Fell 

Tony Fell 

 

 
Tony Fell 

 

 Graham 
Robinson Steven Wells 

 

 
Steven Wells 

 

 
Jim  Crayston 

Jim  Crayston 

Jim  Crayston 

Jim  Crayston 
Runner up  

2025 

 
 
 
 

 

 Richard 
Johnson  

 
Alan Phillipson 

Alan Phillipson 
 

 
Paul Marshall 

 

 
NeilCampbell 

NeilCampbell 

Neil Campbell 

 
John Chapman DQ 

DQ 
Tom Pickering DQ 

David Spencer 
Alan Pretty 

Gavin Bunn 
Alan Pretty 

Gavin Bunn 
Gavin Bunn 

Julian Worsdale 

Format: Singles Matchplay. Handicap: 100% Of Course Handicap. Tees: WHITE. 
Ties at the end of 18 holes to be decided by Matchplay play-off over holes 1,2,17 and 18 

from the White Tees. 
Ties at the end of Matchplay Playoff will be decided by WhatsApp video draw made by 
Julian Worsdale and also send your results to juljul@ntlworld.com;  Mob 07928 060802. 

Revised 30th July 2025. 

mailto:juljul@ntlworld.com
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Qualifying Competitions for the Order of Merit: 
Scoring procedure:15points for 1st, 12 points for 2nd and 10 points for 3rd, then it goes 

down 9,8,7,6 etc to 12th place who gets 1 point. Maximum of 240 points. 
Information compiled and supplied by the competition Secretary. 

 

 Order of Merit Top 20 1st Sept 2025 U D S 

1 T Fell 59 S 

2 R Johnson 50 S 

3 A Crook 45 U 

4 A Pretty 38 D 

5 P Wells 38 D 

6 G Gilberthorpe 38 U 

7 S Boyes 33 D 

8 D Moore 32 D 

9 C Taylor 31 D 

10 C Parker 31 D 

11 J Chapman 30 D 

12 J Bocking 29 U 

13 S Rowe 28 U 

14 T Pickering 28 D 

15 L Ramsay 25 U 

16 F Gugliotta 25 D 

17 G Turner 23 D 

18 S Wells 22 D 

19 C Bilboa 20 U 

20 M Flower 16 D 
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Issue No 51 
Published free on behalf of the members of Welton Manor Seniors’ Section. 

Visit the Archive page on the Website to read back copies. 


