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Topics in this month’s issue are: 

Captain’s Charity Day: 

Renewal of Seniors’ Membership: 

Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance Visit:  
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What’s in this July’s Newsletter. 

 

 

Tony Crook
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Hello Gentlemen and welcome to this month’s newsletter. 

In this month’s issue we’ve got a report from Simon that includes some 

notes about the Seniors Captain’s Awayday we had at South Kyme, a 

note from Vice-Captain Alan and a reminder that Seniors Membership 

Renewals are due by Friday 31st July. We’ve included details on how to 

renew them on page 7. We’ve got the latest Rules Made Simple from 

Tony and our Test Your Knowledge Quiz as well as our other usual bits 

and pieces. 

Simon’s charity Day is our next ‘special” competition being held on 

Wednesday 8th July and I know a lot of planning and preparation has 

already gone into making this another successful event. As you know our 

Captain’s chosen charity this year is Arthritis UK, and I hope you will get 

behind the event and give it your full support. Please see pages 8, 9 & 10 

for details of the competition, entry details and any raffle donations you 

can make on the day. 

Looking back over the previous month 

June has seen a few busy golfing weeks 

for us. I’m pleased to say the weather 

has been good and although it’s taken 

a while it’s even beginning to feel a bit 

like summer. The course, (apart from 

the daisies and clover) is in good 

condition and I’ve noticed some of us 

have even braved the elements and decided the weather is warm 

enough for shorts. 

 Chairman’s Comments: 

Alan Pretty, Seniors Chairman, 

    July 2026. 
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We started the month with our Summer Shield Competition and that 

was followed by an away match at North Shore. We played the June 

Monthly Medal the following week and as a mark of respect we rightly 

cancelled our next competition the RJR Trophy. We finished off the 

month with our Captain’s Awayday at South Kyme, a home match 

against Tetney and an away match against Laceby.  Further details of 

each competition and some great photographs are all recorded on our 

website. Well done to everyone who played and congratulations to our 

winners. 

The highlight of the month was our Captain’s Awayday at South Kyme; 

and although we had a few drop outs because of the extremely warm 

weather, we had a great day. After our bacon rolls and coffee, we teed 

off in bright, warm sunshine and enjoyed a great course. We all enjoyed 

a meal of steak pie and chips before we left to get back home for a cool 

shower. Well done to Barry Smith who was a very 

worthy winner coming in with 37 points. What a 

fabulous awayday to complete a very busy month 

and a massive thank you to Simon and the Comps 

Team for organising such a great day. 

I’m pleased to say it looks like the warm weather 

conditions could be around for a while, so it is 

important we take the appropriate precautions 

when spending prolonged periods in the sun. Here are a few simple 

reminders on ways to keep cool. Tee-off early, keep hydrated, wear 

sunscreen, find shade in trees where possible, wear a wide brimmed hat 

and use an umbrella. Wearing a sweat-wicking shirt is also very helpful 

and will keep you cool and even dry after 18 holes. 

As always enjoy your golf and during this extremely warm weather stay 

safe. Alan Pretty Committee Chairman WMSS 
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Well it's a balmy (or barmy!) 38 degrees as I write this. I think I've over 
done the sun dance.  

We've had 2 matches to date in June. North Shore away and Tetney at 
home. Both ended in defeat although everyone taking part enjoyed the 
games and the friendly spirit in which they were played.  

Huge thanks to all members who took part, it is not possible without you 
- to state the obvious. Special thanks to those who stepped in as last 
minute replacements due to a number of unforeseen withdrawals. This 
is why I will always ask for reserves for the matches.  Marco Adern, a 
new member and golfer with a high handicap, played his first and said 
to me he thoroughly enjoyed it. My thanks to Colin Taylor for mentoring 
Marc. 

The Away day at South Kyme was a great success in 
spite of the gruelling conditions. Many 
congratulations go to Barrie Smith for an excellent 

score. Congratulations 
too to all the other 
prize winners. 

Captains Charity day is 
fast approaching so I'm hoping for a good 
turn out and a great days golf.  Further 
details are on pages 7-9 

Happy golfing 

Simon  Boyes Seniors' Captain 26 

 

Captain’s Column: 
Simon Boyes, Seniors Captain, 

July 2026. 
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 As another busy season rolls on, it’s a good opportunity to look back at 
what we’ve been up to and it’s about time I put something in my space 
in the newsletter. 
 
The club has enjoyed visits to Rufford and South Kyme, while our team 
fixtures have taken us to Woodthorpe, Carholme and North Shore. One 
of the best things about these matches is the chance to play different 
courses, meet fellow golfers and, of course, sample what each 
clubhouse has to offer. It’s only right that we compare the culinary 
delights – all in the interests of research, of course! 
 
So far this year we have had 30 (by my reckoning) different members 
represent the Seniors in our team matches. Thank you to everyone who 
has played. We’d really like to see even more names on the team sheet. 
These matches are played in a friendly spirit and are a great way to 
enjoy a different course, meet members from other clubs and spend a 
pleasant day in good company. You certainly don’t have to be playing 
your best golf to take part. I can vouch for that personally! My own 
performance in the team matches this year haven’t exactly set the 
golfing world alight, so my forthcoming holiday has kindly given 
everyone else a six-week break from watching me search for golf balls 
in the rough. Unfortunately, it also means I’ll miss the Captain’s Charity 
Day. I hope as many of you as possible will be able to support it. Our 
Captain, Simon, has chosen Arthritis UK as his charity, a cause I’m sure 
will resonate with many of us. 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has supported the Seniors’ section 
throughout the year. We look forward to seeing plenty of familiar — 
and hopefully some new faces at our remaining fixtures. 
Alan Phillipson Seniors Vice-Captain.  

 
 

 
Vice-Captain’s Comments: 

Alan Phillipson Seniors Vice-Captain (AP) 

July 2026 
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Renewal of Seniors’ Membership. 
The membership fee of £5.00 needs to be paid by, 

Friday 31st July 2026. 

This will allow members to play in any of the Senior’s competitions 

after this date. 

https://www.seniorsgolfwelton.org.uk/about 

Only complete the form if any of your current 

information that you supplied on joining has 

changed.  

Please download the form from the website. 

 (under General Information on the noticeboard page or find 

one attached to our notice board in the clubhouse).  

Place your £5.00 in the WHITE envelopes (1) 

which will be marked up for Membership 

Renewal with your name on it, and post it into 

our box 

Please don’t place your £5.00 membership 

subscription into any of the brown envelopes (2). 

This is for competition entry monies only and it 

needs to be kept separate to aid the accounting. 

If you don’t have access to printing the form at 

home, there will be some available on the Seniors 

Notice board. 

The membership fee of £5.00 needs to be paid                                          

by the Friday 31st July 2026. 

If you have not paid by the date, you will NOT be eligible to enter any 

WMSS competitions until payment has been recorded. 

If you have any questions, please contact out Treasurer Mr Graham Robinson, Mobile 07312093422 

The senior’s password will be changed on the 4th of August 2026. 

1 2 

https://www.seniorsgolfwelton.org.uk/about
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Captains Charity for 2026: (This is his story) 

As Charities Co-Ordinator I get to support each new Captain and their chosen 
Charity. This year Simon has chosen Arthritis Uk and as you will read there is a 

very personal reason for selecting and supporting this great cause. 

“Arthritis UK is my chosen charity. A major 
reason for this is the health of my youngest 
daughter Katy. In her youth she was very active 
and played numerous sports.  She was in a 
development programme in Teesside in her 
teens that enabled her to play badminton to 
county standard. During her 2nd year at 
University, she struggled with illness to the 
extent she missed an entire year of study.  Katy 
finished University and gained a degree in 
Anatomy and Human Biology. 

Eventually she was diagnosed with 
endometriosis and then fibromyalgia.  She can 
no longer work and at 33 years old has no real 

quality of life. Arthritis UK is a national charity that provides a vast catalogue of 
information regarding all forms of arthritis. Importantly for me the charity funds 
research into many projects including fibromyalgia”.  

https://www.arthritis-uk.org/ 

Let’s help Simon and his family by raising as much money as possible on the day. 
Please donate anything for the raffle, it can be alcohol, golf related items, 

Confectionery, or anything that you think would help sell some tickets. 

Please don’t forget to buy some tickets as well! 

Please bring these items either a week before or on the day. Your support is 
always very much appreciated and never taken for granted. 

 Charities Co-Ordinator: 

James Crayston Seniors Charities Co-Ordinator. 

 

 

https://www.arthritis-uk.org/
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WMSS hosts our 2026 

Captains’ Charity day 

Wednesday 8th July. 

A future free from arthritis. Arthritis UK is the leading 

arthritis charity, changing lives through research, 

campaigning and support. https://www.arthritis-uk.org/ 

 

Sign up on 

Howdidido by 

the 6th July  

https://www.arthritis-uk.org/
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Captain’s Charity Day Guide. 
Welton Manor Golf Centre 

Hackthorn Rd, Welton, Lincoln, LN2 3PA 

1 Date & Time Wednesday 8th July. FTT 09.00 

2 The Draw 
The tee times will be published on 

Monday 6th July. 

3 Type of competition 
It will be a Texas Scramble with 

No divisions. 

4 Teams 
You can submit your own 3 or leave it 

to the random draw. 

5 Prizes 
Captains’ Charity Day Team Trophy 

Winners. 
2nd and 3rd. 

6 Prizes 
Nearest the pin at on a designated 

18th Par 3 £2.00. 

7 Cost £5.00 pp paid on the day. 

8 On arrival 
Please bring your Raffle donations and 

have an opportunity to purchase 
some tickets 

9 Food 
The Half Way house will be serving 

light refreshments. 
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Bryan Bakewell and myself 

attended a presentation ceremony 

at the Lincs and Notts Air 

Ambulance along with various 

other organisations and 

individuals who were offering 

donations. We were warmly 

greeted by Charlotte and Jac who 

explained how the operation 

works before we went out to the 

helicopter to present the 

proceeds from our Air Ambulance 

charity competition in the 

amount of £425 which was very 

gratefully accepted. In the hanger 

the doctor and paramedic on 

duty explained that the ground 

ambulances kept there carry 

exactly the same lifesaving gear as 

the helicopter. We learned that 

they are getting close to having 

enough donations to purchase a 

second helicopter which will vastly 

improve their lifesaving capability. 

It was a very enlightening 

experience that everyone in the 

Welton Manor Senior Section can 

be very proud of supporting. Steven Wells. 

 Charities Co-Ordinator: 

James Crayston Seniors Charities Co-Ordinator. 
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Steve Wells & I visited the Lincs & Notts AirSmbulance event where we 

presented the cheque for £425 generously donated by yourselves. A lot 

of work goes into putting on these events and a huge amount of time is 

invested by their volunteers as well as the officers of the Charity.  

The presentation included a harrowing 

report from a gentleman who had a 

car crash and received what could 

have been life changing injuries which, 

thanks to the fast response and the 

quality of the attending team, after a 

few months he was back walking and 

running.  

We saw inside the helicopter which, with a full compliment of staff and 

any patient, is fairly cramped. We 

were also shown one of the ground 

response vehicles, a top of the range 

Volvo which had been donated. The 

equipment is amazing but at a cost. 

The load, in the back of the car, was in 

the region of £30,000 and some items 

are one use only and can be as much 

as £2000 each.  

This highlights the need to raise funds on an ongoing process. They are 

hoping to have a 2nd helicopter by the end of this year and have 

already raised just short of the required amount of £7,000,000.  

The organisations that attended the event had raised around £4000 

which is enough to cover the cost of 1 helicopter mission or 2 ground 

missions.  

We left the station in awe of the professionalism of the crews and the 

backroom staff. It makes our Competetion to raise funds well 

worthwhile. Bryan Bakewell. 
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A great day for golf on a well 

manicured and maintained 

course. As I was a last minute 

substitute for Nigel Cooke who 

was 'doing a Bonnie' as we call 

it now (lost in France!), VC Alan 

played in the top match with Tony Crook against their captain Kev. A 

birdie fest by all accounts that resulted in a creditable draw. Myself and 

  

Match No 4. Friday 6th June. 
Team News for North Shore (Away). 
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Neil Campbell were losing holes to 

pars against Simon and Harry. Even when Neil had a chip in birdie at the 

9th it ended as a half. 4 down with 5 to play we rallied but succumbed to 

a 2&1 loss. Congratulations to Phil 

Wood and Paul Eveleigh and Tony Fell and Bryan Bakewell for their wins 

on the final hole. 

 Congratulations also to Phil and Colin Taylor for nearest the pins, enjoy 

the wine chaps! At least we won that 2 to 1 but lost the match 5 -3. 

The hospitality was its usual high standard and the meal of proper ham, 

eggs and chips was delicious. 

Back to fortress  Welton on 

26th June for the home match v 

Tetney. It would be nice to win 

again. I hope you all enjoyed this 

fixture Simon Boyes WMMS 

Captain 
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What a day we had at South Kyme! A 
very hot day on an immaculately 
presented golf course.  
I was first out with Tony Crook and 
Paul Warman. 3 good drives off the 
1st tee and then only 1 point between 
us. Needless to say, the standard 
improved with many missed chances 
and some good pars. The highlights 
were Tony's 2nd to the par 5 
15th which left him an eagle putt, 
sadly missed, and Paul's eagle on the 
18th after 2 perfect shots.  
I can't remember what I did, except 
watch in awe!! 
The catering was excellent, tasty 
bacon bun and plenty of coffee to 
start, followed by a delicious steak pie 
and chips. The catering staff were 
friendly and efficient. 
The results were as follows: 
 
1st Barry Smith 37 points 
2nd Phil Ward 34 points 
3rd Nigel Cooke 34 points (decided on 
best back 3 - it was very close!) 
 
Best gross Tony Crook 83 
 
Strongest golfer Erol Palsay 

 

Captains Away Day  
At South Kyme Golf Club 

Wednesday 23rd June 
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Nearest the pin prizes: 
2nd Alan Pretty 
8th Roy Smith 
11th Tom Pickering 
14th Colin Jehan 
Those of you who missed the 
presentation can receive their prize 
from me at Welton on Wednesday 
1st July. 
 
I would like to thank all of you who 
played on Wednesday and support me 
during the year to date. Special 
mention to Graham Robinson, Tony 
Crook and Richard Johnson whose 
background work made this event 
work so well. 
 
Simon Boyes 
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Another scorchio day which everyone 

appeared to survive intact. 

The course was well turned out with 

softer greens than we perhaps 

expected. 

Certainly no complaints from the 

Tetney team. 

Many thanks to all who turned out 

especially the short notice players. 

Phil Wood deserves a mention for 

playing on his own following a late 

withdrawal. Your support is 

invaluable.  

  

Match No 5. Thursday 25th June. 
Team News for Tetney (Home) 

 

 



 18 

Although the result looks bad on 

paper all teams said the matches were 

close fought. Indeed, my match with 

Tony against Dave and Phil was nip 

and tuck until a 4 par burst by Phil 

sunk our chance of winning. 

The sandwich platter was well 

received given the hot weather. Hayley 

did us proud by delivering them to 

wherever the groups were sitting. 

Laceby away next Tuesday. Let's hope 

for a cooler and more productive day. 

Happy golfing Simon. 
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I can report that Welton came 

second again in this match. The 

course was in excellent order with 

true running greens although the rough 

was thick enough to cause problems for 

Nigel and 

myself. We 

led the team 

by example 

with a 6&5 

thumping. In 

 

Match No 6. Tuesday 30th June. 
Team News for Laceby (Away). 
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fairness, the opposition played well and even nett pars didn't 

often win the hole. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was all looking a bit bleak until 

Richard Johnson and Stewart 

Rowe returned triumphant! 

Congratulations go to Mike Hook 

and Col Jehan for a hard earned 

half as the last pair out. 

Overall result was 6 1/2 – 1 1/2. 

Congratulations also to Richard 

for winning nearest the pin on the 

18th . 1ft 2in I'm told - very 

impressive. 

There was some compensation in 

the delicious lasagne, potato 

wedges and salad that followed 

the match. 

Many thanks as usual to all the 

players today. Your support for 

the team matches is much appreciated. Happy golfing Simon 

More photographs of all these team matches are available on the members page. 
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Messages from the Competition Team. 

 

 

 
  

Competition Sec. 
Graham Robinson 

Asst Competition. 
Julian Worsdale. 

WMSS 
Handicap Sec. 

Tony Crook. 
Starter. 

Steven Wells. 

 

Please support Simon's charity day on the 8th 
July which will be a team Texas Scramble event 
and also our Seniors Club Championships 
which I am sure our present 3 times champion 
will be looking to defend. (apologies but I have 
forgotten who that is) 

 

Up and Coming Starters List. 

Date Competition Tees OOM Starter 

8th July 
Captains Charity 

Day 
Yellow No G. Turner 

15th July Monthly Medal White Yes J. Worsdale 

22nd July Club Champs White Yes R. Read 

24th July Club Champs White Yes C. Taylor 

29th July Stableford Yellow No S. Wells 

5th August Stableford Yellow No A. Phillipson 

12th August Stableford White Yes P. Wells 

19th August Captains Home Day Yellow No C. Parker 

26th August Monthly Medal White Yes N. Campbell 

2nd Sept Medal* Yellow No S. Rowe 

Note for the Starters NOT to let members start early and stick to the correct tee times. 
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Can I back into a tree to take my stance? 
Is your ball stuck in some foliage? I’ll try to explain how to get it to it without 

falling foul of the rules 
 

What constitutes fairly taking a 
golf stance? If you have ever 
played a round of golf, this has 
happened to you? 
 
Let’s set the scene. A player’s ball 
rolled through the fairway, 
through the first cut, and stopped 
almost under a relatively small 
tree or bush. 
 

The ball wasn’t under the branches but to hit the ball the player had to back into 
the tree bending it over to take a stance. The question is: Is it OK to back into 
the tree or bush bending it over and not breaking it or should they have taken it 
as unplayable and dropped appropriately?” 
  
 
Rule 8.1b deals with what you’re allowed to do when you’re taking actions that 
improve conditions affecting the stroke. There are nearly a dozen actions that 
are permissible, but we’re going to set our eyes down on number six. 
 
It says that a player can fairly take a stance by taking “reasonable actions to get 
to the ball and take a stance”. 
 
Does that allow you to bend the branches of a tree or bush? Well, it does if it’s 
the only reasonable way of getting to the ball. 
 
There is a but though. You must use the least intrusive course of action to deal 
with the particular situation. 

 
 

 Rules Made Simple: 

Tony Crook, Seniors Handicap Secretary, 

July 2026. 

 

https://www.randa.org/rog/the-rules-of-golf/rule-8#8_1b
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Don’t go bending and 
breaking branches if you can 
get to the ball in an easier 
fashion. You’ll be rewarded 
with the general penalty (two 
shots or loss of hole in match 
play) for that bit of senseless 
vandalism. 
 
And don’t take liberties, 
either, when it comes to how 
you set up to the shot. You 
are not entitled to a “normal 

stance or swing”. 
 
If you’re still a touch worried, there are some clarifications on this rule that spell 
out what you can and can’t do in a little more detail. 
 
The first clarification that should help to set your mind at rest. 
You can, for example, back into a branch if that is the “only way to take a stance 
for the selected stroke”. That’s the case even if “this moves the branch out of 
the way or causes it to bend or break”. 
 
You can also bend a branch with your hands to “get under a tree to play a ball 
when that is the only way to get under the tree to take a stance”. 
 
But another clarification, warns that deliberately moving, bending, or breaking 
branches simply to get them out of the way of a backswing or stroke will bring a 
penalty, as will hooking a branch onto another, or using a hand to bend a branch 
“that obscures the view of the ball after taking the stance”. 
 
If you could have taken your stance without doing so, “bending an interfering 
branch in taking a stance” will also bring pain and a penalty. 
 
So, be careful when your ball is in the trees or bushes, you can reasonably back 
into a tree or bush to take a stance, but you can’t move, bend or break a branch 
to improve you swing path or stroke. This will incur a general penalty of 2 shots. 

Tony Crook, Seniors Handicap Secretary, 

https://www.randa.org/rog/clarifications/rule-8#8_1b_3
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Qualifying Competitions for the Order of Merit: 
Scoring procedure: 

15points for 1st, 12 points for 2nd and 10 points for 3rd, then it goes 
down 9,8,7,6 etc to 12th place who gets 1 point. 

 Maximum of 240 points. 
Information compiled and supplied by the competition Secretary. 

 

 Order of Merit Top 10 1st July 2026 U D S 

1 P Marshall 37 S 

2 B Bakewell 35 S 

3 R Johnson 32 U 

3 P Eveleigh 29 D 

5 N Campbell 29 D 

6 A Pretty 27 D 

7 S Boyes 27 U 

7 A Crook 26 U 

9 D Spencer 22 U 

10 B Smith 20 U 
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Published free on behalf of the members of Welton Manor Seniors’ Section. 
 

Visit the Archive page on the Website to read back copies. 


