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“If God wants me to be thankful for vegetables,
why did He make them taste like vegetables?”

- M .
DEUTERONOMY 27:6
i

WE WANT TO THANK
YOU LORD FOR ALL
THAT YOU HAVE
GIVEN US. IN RETURN
1 HOPE YOU LIKE THIS
BURNT OFFERING MY
MOM PREPARED FOR
ALL OF US...

f
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MONTHLY MESSABE

Submitted by: Amy Franco

Hello All @ My name is Amy Franco and | am the new Administrative Assistant here at
Gouverneur’s FUMC. | was raised in Gouverneur, spent the last approximately 30 yrs in PA
and have just recently relocated back. | have attended this Church when home visiting through
out the years. | look forward to serving not only the church, but the community as well. We
know this newsletter is very important for so many of you, it helps us stay connected &
informed! It is my sincerest hope that you find as much joy in reading it as we do in making it.
With that being said, | know it’s going to look a little different than in the past and hopefully you
will find some of it to your liking! Please feel free to reach out to the Office via phone or email
for anything you would like added into the newsletter or suggestions.

Announcements: Last Month’s Happenings:

-Christmas Caroling- Sat. Dec. 13" at 4pm. (meet at church)
-Angel Tree- The angels have been hung on the tree.
Please put your name and Angel # on the clipboard
after choosing your angel. Gifts should be returned,
unwrapped, to the Office no later than Sun. Dec. 14"
-North Gouv. UMC’s Christmas Eve Service- Sun. Dec. 21*
at 4pm (located at 1607 CR-11 Gouverneur, NY 13642)
-Blue Christmas Service- Mon. Dec. 22" at 7pm (location TBD)
-Christmas Dinner- Wed. Dec. 24", call Office for more info!
(Deliveries will be available to those in need)
-Christmas Eve Candlelight Service- Wed. Dec. 24" at 9pm.
The Offering has been chosen to bless 2 missions this year:
e local mission- Ryan’s Wish
e global mission- support the People of Ukraine

- 4" Annual Grandparent’s Breakfast
was a HUGE success! Over 100
community members were served!

-Our Free Thanksgiving Dinner to the
community was a wonderful success.
\We had well over 30 volunteers
cooking, packaging, delivering, and so
much more. What a blessing it was to
serve over 500 meals to the
community!

This month’s Special Envelope:

You have received one pre-labeled envelope for specific ministry donations for December:
Christmas Offering. Our Christmas Eve Offering has been chosen to bless 2 missions this year:
local mission- Ryan’s Wish; global mission- support the people of Ukraine.

Please give as your heart calls you to!

December Scriptures:

Dec. 7t: Matthew 3:1-12 and Romans 15:4-13 Dec. 14%: James 5:7-10 and Matthew 11:2-11
Dec. 21: Matthew 1:18-25 and Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Dec. 24" & 28™: (not chosen yet)

Bible Study Update:
Bible Study held every Wednesday morning 10am & Thursday evenings 7pm. ALL are welcome to attend!
Weds: Covering the book of Acts Thurs: Studying upcoming Sunday scripture

Contact us!

Phone: (315)287-2440 Email: firstumcgouverneur@gmail.com Website: www.gouverneurumc.org




Foeodness o The Seul

Cook's Recipe:

MUSHI0OM RaVIOLI Bake:

2 Tbhsp butter

1 Thsp minced garlic

1 cup half-n-half

1 jar (any) alfredo sauce

1 80z phyg sliced baby bella mushrooms
1 pkg mushroom ravioli

shredded parmesan/romano cheese
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: In a pan, saute butter, garlic (salt/pepper to

: taste), mushrooms & cream, put lid & simmer
: (slowly) until mushrooms are soft. Boil ravioli
| in pot for 3-4 mins. Add alfredo to mushroom
: sauce. In a baking dish, pour half sauce, add
| ravioli & then add rest of sauce on top. Bake

I at 350 for 10 minutes or until bubbling. Add

: cheese on top and bake another 2-3 minutes

: until cheese is melted. Serve hot!
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*vou may make as much sauce as you like...
Just increase ingredients equally! (no need for
more alfredo)

Friday Hot Lunch:

Did you know, every Friday, the UMC offers a free

hor lunch ro seniors? This is available for dine in,
pick up & delivery! If you, or someone you know
could benefit from this program, please reach out
to the office for more information.

Llessing Box Suggestions:

Flour, Sugar, Salt, Seasonings, oil
Eggs, Bread, Shelf stable milk

Baker's Recipe:

Lace COOKIES

1 cup ( 2 stichs) Salted butter\
13/2 cup dark brown sugar

12 cup granulated sugar

2 Tbsp honey

1 tsp vanilla extract

12 tsp ground cinnamon

12 tsp salt

1lIrg egg

2 cups quick oats

3 Thsp all-purpose flour

6 oz bittersweet chocolate ( chopped )

Preheat oven to 350F and line 2 baking sheets
with parchment paper or silicone baking
mats. In a medium saucepan, combine butter,
brown sugar, granulated sugar & honey over
med. heat & cook, whisking until bubbling
and the sugar is dissolved (5 mins). Pour
mixture into large, heatproof bowl & whisk in
vanilla, cinnamon & salt. Let cool until warm
(not hot), about 20 mins. Add egg, whisking
until smooth. Stir in the oats and flour. Scoop 1
Thsp mounds to baking sheet, 3 inches apart.
Bake, rotating pans halfway through, until
edges golden brown. Remove & cool for 5 mins
before transferring to cooling rack. Cool
completely. *Allow baking sheets to cool
completely between each use* Place chocolate
in microwave safe bowl & microwave until
melted (stir every 15 secs) Either drizzle on top
or make a “sandwich” cookie/chocolate/cookie

Let set for at least 1 hour before serving!

Hesalthy Habit:

Body:

help alleviate a nighttime cough?

ﬂldyawmw..ﬂmpafhwzeyhefowbedm? Lc%z‘/wdem&wzfoﬂ,keqauymm check your

ome:

smoke detector’s batteries !!




UMC Happenings ( You should Probably Know )

We just wrapped up our 2025 Stewardship Campaign where we focused ow
“How are we spending our time?” Are we focusing on God in all that we do?
There are many ways to give back to God all that has beew given to us:

time, talents, tithes.

*Tucluded is an Estimate of Giving Card. Please fill ont and mail back as +he Spirit leads!

There will be no COS or Trustees meeting for the month of December. A// meetings will

return in January and we encourage attendance by all ©

Joys & Prayer concerns:
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Advent Word Search
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STAR
SHEPHERDS
ANGELS
PEACE
GOLD
BETHLEHEM
JESUS
FRANKINCENSE
Joy
CANDLE
NATIVITY
CHRISTMAS
WREATH
LOVE
WISEMEN
MESSIAH
MYRRH
ADVENT
HOPE

Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/1766755/




Shout Outs:

ThHank you to everyone wWho participated ih our ministries this year!

We thank those who stepped up and led a ministry and/or fundraiser:

We thank those who were so diligent in keeping our properties safe and cared for:

Lauren French Andy Leonard Naaman Lowry
Ron MeDowgall Vicky Reed Glenda Schuesdfer

We thank every hand that worked so hard to bless God’s Kingdom in 2025!
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Special Advent Message from the Pastor

Advent Greetings!

| pray this letter finds you all well in this blessed Advent and winter season. Advent is a joyous time in
which we are called to remember the promises of the Lord, especially that Christ will come again.

Advent, which is derived from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” is meant to help us focus on
what it must have been like to first receive the promised Messiah AND remember that the Lord is
coming again. This divine promise should sound familiar as it is found in our Communion liturgy as we
announce the mystery of faith “Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again.” As we get
closer to the blessed day of Christmas, | would like to challenge all of us to hold on to this mixture of
remembering the promise of Christ’s return and remembering what it might have been like to prepare
for the coming Messiah.

One of our great joys here at First United Methodist Church of Gouverneur is our Christmas offering. In
years past our church has lovingly taken all of the offering received during the Christmas Eve services
and given them to local and global missions. This year we are proud to share that the Christmas Eve
offerings will be going to support a local mission: Ryan’s Wish Foundation to assist those needing
assistance with medical resources; as well as supporting a global mission: helping the people of Ukraine
who have been effected by the war.

It is a holy privilege to invite you to join our church for worshipping the promised Lord this Christmas
Eve. You are welcome to join us on any Sunday in person at 11am or online on our Facebook page for
a wonderful service. | would also like to invite you to join us in worshiping the coming of our Lord with
our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on Wednesday December 24t at 9pm. Join us as we sing of the
greatest gift, the Lord Jesus! | look forward to worshiping with you all. May the coming of the Lord bring
us Peace, Joy, Hope and Love!

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Benjamin Lalka
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