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Dear Residents of Doddington

Spring is beginning to make itself known,
the flowers are popping up everywhere, the
evenings are getting longer and 29th March
is the day British Summer Time officially
arrives. | am sure nobody will need to be
reminded to put their clocks FORWARD
one hour at 1am on Sunday 29th March!!

However, before that we will be remembering all the Mothers, as this year,
in the UK, Mothering Sunday will fall on Sunday 15th March, (a word of
warning; other countries may celebrate Mother's Day on a different day!).
Not that we should only celebrate mothers one day a year, but it does give
us an opportunity to stop and reflect on all of the special people who have
undertaken a mother's role in our lives, even if they are no longer with us.

It looks like there are going to be lots of "CELEBRATIONS" this year, as
this is the theme for both the Carnival and the church Flower Festival.
Now is the time to think about and decide how your group or organisation
can get involved with these two major events. There is no doubt, that
what ever your specific skill may be, your contribution to village life will be
greatly appreciated. Further news about these events and how you can
help will be in future editions of the Diary, and delivered to every home in
the village!

Remember, The Diary is a great way to share your activities, we just ask
for you to get your information to us by the 15th of the month.

From Sally, the Editor

Doddington Diary Deadlines and Contact Details
Doddington Diary website: www.doddingtondiary.co.uk
Contributions: Editorials and payments to be received by the 15th of each month
Contact us by Email: doddingtondiary@gmail.com
Contact us by Post: 29 Bevills Close, Doddington. PE15 OTT
Doddington Diary is printed by: David J Richards Ltd, West Park Street, Chatteris
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A Message from the Rector +
SIXFEMCHURCHLS
For over 800 years St Mary’s church has witnessed the I

ups and downs of life in Doddington and while we
continue to enjoy some of the old traditions we also evolve and introduce new
things.

The Harvest Festival is certainly one of the old traditions, and as there has not
been a Flower Festival at St Mary’s since COVID, we are going to combine the
two events to make it a weekend of celebration. The theme for the weekend will
be just that, "CELEBRATIONS", which will tie in nicely with the theme of this
year’s Carnival. There will be more information in next month’s Doddington Diary
about how you can get involved (whether you are a flower arranger or not!), but in
the meantime make a note of the date, the 2™ - 4t October.

There are a couple of new things that have recently started, the Café Church,
meeting in the Church Rooms on the second Tuesday of each month is an
informal and relaxed way of worship and at St Peter’s Church in Wimblington they
have just started Breakfast Church. This is at 9:30 on the first Sunday of the
month, and we were delighted to see almost 40 people of all ages gather for the
launch in February. Families from Doddington would be more than welcome.

At the same time, we love building on the links we already have. The church’s
Open the Book team enjoy sharing bible stories with the children at Lionel Walden
School, and the children are now having some of their Religious Education
lessons in the church itself. In the church we can show the children how
connecting with Jesus is something we can do today, even amid our busy lives.

| also want to pay tribute to the Thrift Shop team, who recycle our pre-loved stuff
and keep it out of landfill. Last year the team wanted to donate some of their
earnings to charity and gave £600 to the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association.
The Church Rooms also host the Community Living Room as a welcoming and
warm space on Friday mornings.

Finally, we could really do with some help. We are looking for a Secretary of the
Parochial Church Council to work with me to further the mission of the church.
There are four meetings a year, and you would need to have computer skills to
manage our online documentation, communication and publicity. A full role
description is available. If you think you’d like to be part of building community
with both tradition and relevance, then I'd love to hear from you.

Canon Mark Collinson, Rector of the Six Fen Churches
Email mark@sixfenchurches.org or text 07874847157.
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St Mary’s Church Services for MARCH SIXFENCHURCHES

Doddington  10.30am Hely Communion
Wimblimgton 8.30am Breakfasti Church
Chegichurch 10.30am  Maorning Prayer

Sumnday
[
=

E Wirnblingbon 10.30am  Maming Prayr
£ Bt h Manea 10.30am Holy Communion
& Banwick 3.00pm Holy Communion
g
E 1 (]th Doddington 1.30pm Café Church
|E (Church Rooms)
0w Deddington . 10.30am AN Age Worship R
% 5 15th Chrisichurch  10"%am_ Holy Communion
W e |
=
Wimblingten 10 3lam Heoly Commamian
ZZI"Id Manea 1 3am  Moming Prayes
Weslney 100pen  Holy Communion
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10 32am  Unitesd Benefice Service

Sunday Sunday

PLUMBING, BATHROOM DESIGN/FITTING

AND CERAMIC TILING SPECIALISTS

Do younediSPLUMBER
@S O

FULLY QUALIFIED MEJSHﬂOESMITH

BATHROOM DESIGN & REFIT
v mjshoesmith.couk BATHROOM AND KITCHEMN SPECIALISTS

& CERAMICTILING
FREE ESTIMATES

Mark Shoesmith  Mabile 07818 017694 ME&J SHOESMITH LTD
Jack Shoesmith Mobile 07562 711238  Email: info@mijshoesmith.co.uk
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Can you put a name to any of the faces?

It is said that everyone has their 15 minutes of fame, and Doddington Choral
Society had theirs at 9pm on 6th April 1926. The BBC first broadcast in
November 1922, and we think their first outside broadcast in Cambridgeshire was
from St Mary's Church.

We will have more information about this historic event next month, but for now
we are looking to put some names to the faces. If you recognise anyone in this
picture, please email us at doddingtondiary@gmail.com. There is also a copy on
our website, which you can enlarge for a better view. Thank you for your help and
to March Museum for the photograph.

Rev Richard Ridge; conductor. Tom Franklin; organist.

Soprano chorus

Misses Lucy Beard, Driver, Kingham, Margery Ridge, A Shaw, Stokeley, Yorke
Mesdames Rose Kilby, Morton, R Stimpson,

Contralto

Misses Bowyer, Barker, Begg, Edgeley, Franklin, Harding, Eleanor Ridge, M
Stimpson, Welcher, E Yorke

Mesdames Clarke, A Green, Nightingale, Pratt, Annie Ridge, Rowe, G Stimpson,
Master J Peet

Tenor
Messrs Fenn, Hart, Palmer, Mitchell, Smeath, JW Stallebrass[of March], Weedon,
AC Yorke

Bass

Messrs Billups, Bird, Blott, Dunham, Ellen, Gamblin, Green, Jones, Nightingale,
Sandall, Smith, L Stokeley, Whiting, Wilson, W Yorke
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Sunday 8th March : 2.30pm : Rev Lorna Vincent
EVERYONE WELCOME

P oy, =0 N,

Monday: Future Stars: 4.30pm - 8.00pm (term time only)
Tuesday: Under 5s: 10.00am - 11.30am (Mothers and Toddlers)

Wednesday: Auction: 6.00pm - 8.00pm

Thursday: No events

Friday: Under 5s: 10.00am - 11.30am (Mothers and Toddlers)

The church email address for enquiries is:
Doddingtonmethodistchurch@gmail.com
For more information or bookings
please contact Elaine Thornton on 07778 284 749

b

( David J. Richards Ltd.

Digital & Lithographic
PRINTERS
& Stationers
| DESIGH | PRINTING | PRONT FIMISHING |

i Weest Park Siresl, Cramens Carbs, PEM GAH
Email; pri@onmi oo
Fird uss on Gioogis - ornbes chafens’

| 01354 692947 )

¢ High Street, Doddington, March, Cambs,
PELS OTF. Tel No. 04354 740062
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Girlgqiding Q “

Coddington

Q
Sip & Paint
%fm@ \

Join us to paint
your very own

Spring Flowers
@ The Pavilion, Benwick Rd, Dmddmgl o u

Guided painting session
No experience necessary

Painting materials supplied F"duy
Please bring your own drinks [R&1ge April

snacks provided

cost: £15.00

7.00pm
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Girlguiding é;b

Girlguiding
Rainbows have earned their Lead Stage 2 badge. They have Doddington
been busy working together and sharing ideas, which their Zoo demonstrated.
They also each led a game for the rest of the group to follow, showing their
leadership skills, they followed a drawing to create a Chinese dragon using fruit
and a few strawberry laces, and finally made pancakes, which were then eagerly
eaten up!

At Brownies, using toothbrush heads we made bristle bots, some went sideways,
some went round and round - they were crazy little things! The toothbrush heads
are able to move using a battery and a mini vibration motor used in mobile
phones. Girls made very detailed courses for their bots to go along. Brownies
made and ate pancakes - adding too much topping! On the same evening, we
made our own pretend frying pans with cardboard decorated pancakes to have
our annual pancake flipping relay race.

Guides have been improving their cooking skills (which is one of their favourite
things to do). In groups they had to plan a recipe and then make their own pasta
sauce. Ingredients, soft drinks and garlic bread were duly brought along to
Guides and the sauces were created. At the end of the meeting, their dishes
were presented for all to see.

To celebrate World Thinking Day on Sunday 22nd February, we held an
international themed event. Girls were able to travel around (the room) finding
different countries on each table. They took part in a craft related to that country,
as well as trying some traditional food.

On Friday 3™ April (Good Friday) at the Pavilion, please come along and join us at
our fun, relaxed Easter Sip and Paint fundraising event. Guided by Karen you will
be creating your own picture full of pretty spring flowers. Cost is £15, all materials
are included.

If you are interested in joining or volunteering with any of our units, or
would like to find out more about us, we would love to hear from you.
Rainbows are 4-7 years old, Brownies are 7-10 years old, Guides are 10-14
years and any volunteer can be aged 14 + (Duke of Edinburgh Volunteers
are welcomed!).
Please contact Abbey on
abbeycater@hotmail.co.uk. www.girlguiding.org.uk




Doddington Diary March 2026

PS ELECTRICAL
WHOLESALE LTD OPENING HOURS
0800 - 1700
The Poplars, New Road, Chatteris Monday to Friday

Cambs, PE16 6XP

SUPPLIERS OF ELECTRICAL PARTS
WE STOCK EVERYTHING FROM A PLUG FUSE TO 3 PHASE
SWITCH CONTROL
FIXINGS, LAMPS, CABLE AND MORE AT WHOLESALE PRICES
SUPPLIED DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC

CONTACT Steve or Mark  Email: pkendrew@sky.com
Office: 01354 694142 Maobile: 07407 416441

@ ORFP Bacuniny Sarvicas | 07736 ET2158 | DAPSacSery @natmadl coem | Fambook: ©ORPES
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Blended Families & Broken Assumptions
Blended families bring love, complexity and sometimes unintended risk.
This article explores how sideways disinheritance can occur and why

relying on assumptions in second marriages can leave children
unprotected.

If your family structure has changed, your Will may need to as well.
At Peritum Wills, we make the process simple and stress-free.
Don't wait, take control today!

Scan the QR code to read the full article and find out what to look for and how a little
planning today can protect your loved ones tomorrow.

Regards,

Colin Barrett - Peritum Wills

" =

Protect what’s important to you - Make or review your Will today

Contact us for: Protect your assets for generations to come
« Last Wills & Testaments « Family & Business Trusts Contact Colin Barrett for your FREE initial consultation.

« Lasting Powers of Attorney e Business Succession Planning O 07767771870 J
 Estate Planning ¢ Inheritance Tax Planning ©® colin@peritumwills.com

¢ Probate Service ¢ Document Storage ® www.peritumwills.com/meeting pevrliﬁgm
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Lionel Walden Primary School

Over the past month, our school has enjoyed a wonderful series of
events that brought our community together - both in the dining hall
and in the digital world. Our latest round of Parent Lunches was a
huge success, with families joining us to share a meal and spend
meaningful time with their children during the school day.

Safer Internet Day 2026

On Tuesday 10th February 2026, the whole school came together to mark Safer

Internet Day, with this year’s theme focusing on the rapidly growing presence of

Al in young people’s lives. Pupils explored how artificial intelligence is used in the

world around them, the exciting ways it can help with learning and creativity, and

the cautions they should consider as technology continues to evolve.

Across the school, children took part in workshops and discussions centred on:

* Understanding how Al works and where they already encounter i,

* Learning to think critically about information online,

*  Exploring how Al tools can be used responsibly,

* Recognising how communication, kindness and empathy remain essential -
even in digital spaces

*  Young people were thoughtful, curious and mature in their discussions,
showing a developing awareness of how their choices online shape their
experiences.

A particular highlight this term was the work completed
by our Year 5 pupils as part of the Fenland Cluster
project Online Voices, Kind Choices. Schools from
across Fenland came together to highlight the
importance of how we communicate and interact online,
recognising that positive digital habits must be nurtured from an early age.

Working in collaboration with 20Twenty Productions, a full week of activities was
planned to engage, inspire and teach the children about thoughtful and respectful
online behaviour. The sessions ranged from drama-based workshops and
practical discussions to creative tasks designed to help

pupils think deeply about the impact of their words and

actions online. e e
Throughout the week, Year 5 explored:
e How to communicate clearly, kindly and responsibly §'_ i+ g
¢ How their own “digital voices” influence others R -
e What to do if they encounter unkind or unsafe e
behaviour online '..: & N .;,1'...—#_
e How positive choices can shape safer, happier online ! @ k#' oo
spaces o
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As part of their learning, the children created a reflective Q&A video, a collection
of original poems, and a vibrant set of posters that captured their understanding
of kindness, safety and digital wellbeing.

Their work demonstrated maturity, empathy and a strong sense of responsibility—
qualities that will serve them well as they continue to grow up in an increasingly
online world.

A Fantastic Turnout for Our Big Online Safety Quiz
To celebrate the children’s
achievements, we invited
parents into school for a
special showcase event.
Families watched the Year 5
Q&A video, browsed the
poems and posters proudly
displayed, and then joined
their children for our Big
Online Safety Quiz.

The atmosphere was brilliant - full friendly competition and lots of conversation
about staying safe online. The quiz sparked excellent discussions between
parents and children, encouraging families to think together about how they use
digital devices and how they can make the online world safer.

We are incredibly grateful to all the parents who attended. These events highlight
how powerful it is when school and families work side by side to support children’s
digital wellbeing.

Support for Families: Trusted Online Safety Resources
As always, we encourage families and the wider community to make use of
reputable organisations offering guidance and support around online safety:
e ThinkUKnow
Activities, videos and advice for parents and children: https://www.thinkuknow.
co.uk
e Internet Matters
Guides on devices, parental controls and online issues: https://www.
internetmatters.org
e NSPCC Online Safety
Support for talking to children about the online world:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
If any parents or carers would like further advice or would simply like to talk
through concerns, the school is always here to help. Working together, we can
ensure every child grows up confident, responsible and safe in their digital world.

13
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»  Care Micro
“ ﬁ { Enterprises

73  Cambridgeshire County Council

Are you a new or existing care micro provider? Join our Network today
Would you like to run your own Local Care Business?

e Personal Care

e Holistic Homecare - shopping, cleaning, companionship, gardening

food prep, pet care, admin, light DIY, transport, socialisation and
much more
e Carer Respite — breaks for informal (unpaid) carers

OR
Do you require Care or Support at home

Please get in touch with us for more informatiorn

Scan the QR code to visit our
website and Directory or visit
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/cm

Email our friendly team on:
cmedevelopment@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

...or phone us on

01223 706100

N
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Hopefully you will have seen the notices around the village — =
and on social media advising that the Doddington D N P G
Neighbourhood Plan draft is out for consultation until 16" e R LA i
March.

Neighbourhood Plan Group

There is still time to have your say and to provide feedback to the group. A copy
of the plan and all the supporting documentation can be found on the Doddington
Parish Council website under “Neighbourhood Plan”
https://doddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/doddington-neighbourhood-plan/

The consultation closing date is midnight on 16" March, and the group will then
meet to consider all comments.

Thank you to everyone who has already provided feedback, your opinion really
matters and will help us to develop a shared vision for our village and to shape
the development and growth in the area.

For more information, please contact: Tel: 07815 462796
or cllr.ruthhopkins@doddingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

E. Mason & Son

Suppliers of
FIREWOOD LOGS

Alaur: OFFTE TG0
Ray: 0T7EEHETIT

Adea) for open res & wood burners

J-Fr""'ﬁ"‘-n-._ Deddinglon & Surraunding Areas.

Servicing. Diagnostics, Repairs & Mare.
Work carried out 21 your lacation.
10+ Years Expariesce.

LAM P..“TIII];H[ITHE
el 07896 516521

Mahbile Mechanic kamautamoliveservices@autloak com
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N.).FOX

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

20 The Causewsy, March, Cambridgeshire, PELS 98T

vilord Certification, boiler, co
* Bathroom installations, tiling & full propect management
= [y I'-r-.1'.|r; imge tiEm Fl-l.hlr:g E ..;l-gm-.'lm
nhing & heating

& ndart oo

M: 07919 596784 T: 01354 652059

njfoxplumbing@yahoo.com

EAQ®
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' Doddingten Village
Sports & Carnival Committee

There is already plenty happening behind the scenes as we
look ahead to Doddington Carnival 2026.

Following a fantastic Selection Disco on 13th February, we
are thrilled to announce that our 2026 Carnival Prince and
Princess are: Prince Hunter Freear and Princess Daisy
Bannister. The disco was brilliantly attended, with lots of
local children joining in the fun. Hunter and Daisy were
drawn by ticket from a hat and were clearly both delighted
with the result and they are over the moon about
representing the Carnival this year! A huge THANK YOU to
the teachers and staff at Lionel Walden Primary School, for their continued help
and involvement in supporting this lovely community tradition. We are also
extremely grateful to Stew the Disco Man, who once again provided the music
and atmosphere. He is a valued supporter of many of our events throughout the
year. We are very much looking forward to seeing Hunter and Daisy lead the
Parade during our “Celebrations” themed Carnival Day on Saturday 4th July
2026.

Our ever-popular Carnival Pub Quiz returns to The Three Tuns on Saturday 14th
March 2026. The quiz starts at 8pm, so teams should arrive earlier to get the
drinks in and get settled. **Maximum team size: 6, **Entry fee: £4 per person,
**Tables must be pre-booked directly with The Three Tuns. These evenings are
always great fun (thanks to Quiz-Man Adam!) and tables tend to sell out quickly,
so if you are planning to take part, you may need to get a wriggle-on!

Also being drawn on the night of the Pub Quiz is our latest fundraiser, The
Ultimate Easter Barrow! Atthe moment, the wheelbarrow is empty... but we're
kick-starting it with £100 worth of food and drink! We are also inviting local
residents and businesses to help us grow the prize. If you would like to donate
something, whether that’s wine, beer, whisky, chocolates or any Easter treats,
please get in touch and we will arrange collection. Tickets are £5 each, or £20
for a strip of 5 available from The Three Tuns, or by emailing us at
info@doddingtoncarnival.co.uk.

If you want to be involved, even in the smallest way possible, just get in touch and
we’ll welcome you with open arms!
Email us on info@doddingtoncarnival.co.uk now!

17



Doddington Diary March 2026

Women's Institute

Members were welcomed to the February meeting by Sally J[hEWI
Shortland and “Jerusalem” was sung. INSPIRING WONEN

Elaine Stratford gave information of forthcoming events with the
Federation. Doddington had been to the Federation Quiz and had scored
67 out of 77 points. They were pleased that they were improving and
were hopeful of winning in the future. There is to be a theatre trip to see
“Sylvia”, a show based on the life of Sylvia Pankhurst, suffragette, at the
Theatre Royal in Norwich.

Members had enjoyed their post Christmas lunch at The Three Tuns.
Information was given of a boat trip for members and friends on 23rd
June. It was hoped that cars would be shared so that everyone could get
there. Everyone is to take a

packed lunch for the 3 hour boat %w
journey. and &Lé@
.- Gt

The May Plant and Cake Sale has
been arranged for Saturday 16th

w e
May 9.30am to noon. =

_--""Jl 5

i

An enjoyable evening was

organised by the Craft Group Saturday 16% 7Nay 2026

making fabric Easter Eggs.
Everyone had a go and most managed to sew and stuff their Easter Eggs.

The hostesses were Pam Artley and Joy Healey.

The competition was for an “Easter Bunny” and there were many
interesting entries. The winner with 20 points was Jo Dale.

The raffle took place and the meeting closed by singing the National
Anthem.

Next month will be Nicola Cooper from MAGPAS talking about and
demonstrating CPR. The competition is to find as many words of 5 letters
or more from MAGPAS HELICOPTER.

For more information about the W.l. Contact Elaine Stratford (tel. 462057)
or elainestratford@tiscali.co.uk
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Google

mobility
centre

Scooters » Wheelchairs » Beds » Recliners » Walking Aids

Living Aids » Stairlifts » Ramps » Personal Care

Expert Advice | Sales | Service | Repair
Dccuputinnm T|"IIF_.‘I'-'EI|::II'5.Ir

Call Now On info@fenmobility.com
01353 653 /53 www fenmobility.com

Fen Maobility Centre Unit 5 ster Way Business Park
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Horticultural Society -

At the February committee meeting there were some difficult ..
conversations about the sustainability of the Doddington =

Village Summer Show. The show is run for the benefit and ’ i ﬁ@"
the enjoyment of the village residents, but we are being hit Htural
hard by rising costs that are beyond our control.

These essential costs include insurance, first aid, the marquee and venue hire,
trophy engraving and prizes. Without the generous support from our sponsors
and donations, we would not be able to run a show.

Next year, 2027, will be our 80" show and the idea of that not happening is
unthinkable. We talked for a long time about what we can do, The Doddington
Horticultural Society started in 1892, and no one wants it to fold on our watch.
We are proud of what we have achieved to date, and the committee and
volunteers put in hours of hard work throughout the year.

We looked at lots of different options including downsizing, not having a marquee,
not having stalls, cancelling the 2026 show and risk losing momentum, dispensing
with prize money and engraving - but there were too many good reasons to carry

on.

Thankfully the Doddington Horticultural Society would have the financial reserves
to run the 2026 show at a loss, but this is not sustainable and it puts us at risk for
future events. The aim is not to make a profit (any surplus funds go straight back
into the show) but sensible and responsible fiscal management means we don’t
want to make a loss.

The committee has made some decisions, and we hope our visitors and

exhibitors will understand and continue to support us.

* Entry fees for adults remain unchanged.

*  Prize money remains unchanged.

* The number of classes and categories in the show remain unchanged.

*  We will still have a marquee, stalls, an arena, a dog show and an evening
event.

»  Children will now pay £2 to enter as many classes in the children’s section as
they want.

» There will be a £1 admission fee on the gate for adults, children are free.

* The Grand Draw prizes will be reduced to £100, £50, £25 and other prizes.

*  We will organise other events throughout the year to raise money for the
show and we are currently looking at a Quiz Night and a Photography
Competition.

20
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*  We will continue to look for grant and funding opportunities.

*  We will offer the opportunity to make a real difference and become a “Friend
of the Village Show” for a minimum donation of £20 per year. (These will all
be acknowledged on show day). If you would like to become a Friend of the
Village Show, please contact us to arrange payment:
doddingtonsummershow@gmail.com

We are looking for more attractions - so if you know anyone who may be
interested in showcasing their group or organisation please pass on our details
and get in touch.

The show programme, listing all the classes for flowers, produce, handicrafts, art,
photography, baking and preserves will be available soon so please take a look
and start planning your entries. The show is open to all — there is something for
everyone.

We are taking bookings for artisan and interesting stalls at the show. If you are
interested, please email doddingtonsummershow@amail.com for more
information.

Meanwhile, we are all looking forward to the 3 Doddington Scone Off on
Saturday 14* March to be held in Doddington Village Hall, Benwick Road. Open

to all there are classes for adults and

children, and we hope to see all sorts of | The Great Doddington Scone Off
scones from the traditional to the more Saturday 14" March 2026

creative and interesting flavours. Entries Doddington Village Hall
from 12midday, judging starts at 1pm. Brmwirk Boad. g

There will be music in the hall and two
tombolas and a plant sale to raise
money for the Summer Village Show.
When judging has finished, please join
us — whether you entered or not — for a
cup of tea and some delicious scones.

If you would like to join our committee or
volunteer a few hours around show day,
please get in touch. For all the latest
news, follow us on Facebook
“Doddington Village Summer Show”
Phone: Ruth Hopkins — 07815 462796

or email: 1pm b2 2pm 1all Clos=d Far Judging
i : . Zpm Ao 3pm Aflereoen Tea Served
doddingtonsummershow@gmail.com iy o

Fartehonk Pagy: - Dedlingios Yillage Summer Shee
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hmazing Google reviews NIAINTNANCE
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SCOOTERS SERVICING
WHEELCHAIRS TYRES
ROLLATORS BATTERIES
WALKERS CHARGERS
STAIRLIFTS REPAIRS

CALL OUTS

WE WILL BLY ANY
UNWANTED
MOBILITY AIDS

All scooters come with a

3 months wartant'.r and Acorm Stairifts
1-month FREE insurance 0BDO 016 9384

Why not make an appointment to
VISIT OUR WIMEBLINGTON SHOWROOM

4 k.
www.aaronsmmm.co.uk

aaronsmmm@gmail.com
07921 265 381 01354 742 679

AARDNS MOBILE MOBILITY MAINTEMAMCE

h\-_ “Tadaph Canoener Sandos i Trnorens's R J
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Croquet

As | sit here writing this report all | see outside is the
snow falling mixed with rain, turning to a slush and
adding to the already high levels of rainfall this winter.
How | long for those warm summer evenings and once
again the sound of mallets hitting croquet balls.

Doddington Diary March 2026

The weather has done no favours to the lawn which is showing a heavy
infestation of moss. As soon as the weather improves, | am ready to treat
the turf with moss killer and gradually bring it back to life.

May is not too far away now and Viccy and | are looking forward to seeing
all our players again and hopefully some new ones too.

Anybody who would like to know more can contact us on
croquet@fieldsendwater.co.uk

or telephone Duncan on 07932122235 or Viccy on 07769652449.

: 'Independent
Travel Experts

5% of profits donated to a local
group, voted for by clients.

20 &
20-years of aviation Personal tailored
industry expertise service

® 07356 241887 @ 0800 0315256
© /gohugtheworld
© gohugtheworld.com
gohugtheworld@ite.travel

#rufhsstives 2026
The BIGGEST
FAMILY HISTORY
SHOW in East Anglial

LESA | Milltary & Meclals | Ol Posifcarda
SoCiees & Archdves | | utorials
Cepamralogy "\-l||'\l|l! = | Beomnkes Waps
Familyhcarch | Family Teee Maker

Burgess Hall
St Ives, PE27 6WU

18 APRIL

10AM-4.50PM
FREE ENTRY
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Doddington Recreation Committee

It's almost time for our annual Easter Egg Hunt, taking place on Good Friday 3rd
April from 10am - 12pm at the Recreation Ground, Benwick Road. Children can
search the field for plastic eggs and swap them for a chocolate egg. As in
previous years, there will also be a tombola, cake stall, lucky dip and other
activities, making it a lovely morning for families to enjoy together. Bacon rolls,
hot drinks and squash will be available — please note this is a cash only event.
Once the eggs are gone, they’re gone, so do come along early!

Our next Prize Bingo will be held on Thursday 19th

i :’ E .J. c : March. Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. It's
é.- a always a friendly evening with great grocery prizes and a

good chance to catch up with friends and neighbours.

We would also like to thank everyone who booked tickets for the History of
Doddington talk with David Edwards. The event sold out far more quickly than we
ever expected, we really appreciate your enthusiasm and support.

Pavilion is available to hire for parties, family gatherings and community events.
Please contact us if you would like further information or to check availability. We
look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events and thank you, as
always, for your continued support.

Contact us: Email. doddingtonrec@gmail.co.uk.
What's App/Text/Phone. 07541 277119.
To find us on Facebook search: ‘Doddington Recreation Committee’.

Hultham

¥ Estover Playing Field, Estowver Road, March, PE1S 85F
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Friday 3" April |10 am- 12 pm
CAKES| TOMBOLA| BACON ROLLS

At Doddington Pavilion & Recreation
Ground, Benwick Road

£2 a child | Win a Chocolate Egg
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/ CAMBRIDGESHIRE \
' ACRE

Doddington

COMMUNITY
LIVING ROOM

FRIDAYS L onappr mn el fusien wie @0 wory ool foils ctpr e Fobilat
mer g berarss Dlam - 5.V
at Free of charge bse all relreshmsenis. Fveryone
Thiz Church Rooms wrlenme!
NE“‘ stﬂ!Et_, Dlnddlngl:ﬂn PE 15 mp Sapported Byl smbridpeshion S0 HY

Came and join us for refreshments,
games and a good old chat!

TOP SKIM LTD FENVISION

Plastering Services (Eat. 2933
(Doddington) CARING FOR THE NEEDS OF THE VISUALLY
IMPAIRED
SUPPORTING THE BLIND AND VISUALLY
All plastering work IMPAIRED WITHIN NORTH EAST
undertaken CAMBRIDGESHIRE

DRl servioes include, eme Visits, manthily
Hﬂ jﬂb too Emﬂ-" wuppart group moeetings in March, By &
Wishech, outings, support and advice,
witual sids and much morne,

Ring Glyn on For further information please call 01354
656726, Or wislt us at March Town Hall,
ﬂ1 35‘4 ?4“5‘“5 Markat Pace, B,
or 07870 550919
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs
5..1..'.-'1"'5 F.I'lj ors [E"””]!:S [ 853 Frametivggn Wl T yooow dre Fdiboeag @ apecinl

Joumey pleaees call te ensure the office s open)

26




Doddington Diary March 2026

Fenvision Q ﬁFENVISIUN

Fenvision (formerly Isle of Ely Society for the Blind) is

a registered charity established in 1923 supporting local people with visual
impairment, within North East Cambridgeshire. The charity relies entirely on
voluntary donations, legacies and grants to fund its vital work and it aims to
improve the quality of life for all visually impaired people within Fenland.

Our resource centre holds lots of equipment that people can borrow and try
before they buy and if we don’t have an item, we can sometimes order it from a
catalogue. We also have donated equipment which we can loan to members on a
long-term basis, free of charge. We can help members with computer advice, and
we have a large screen PC and keyboard which people can come in and use. We
can also give advice on smartphones and I-pads. People often do not realise
how useful these can be to someone with a visual impairment.

We also offer Home Visits to each of our members on registration with the
Charity and to existing members on request as well as Information and Advice
on low vision aids, equipment and services that are available at the March office
and Resource Centre located in the Town Hall in March. We have equipment
located in a cabinet at Aces Eye Clinic in Wisbech which can be purchased.

The Charity organises various social Activities throughout the year, including
summer outings and Christmas parties. Each month our members enjoy meeting
in The Griffin Hotel in March for lunch and a drink, or, if people prefer, they can
just call in for a chat. We also meet once a month at The Lamb Hotel in Ely for
coffee. Last year we organised two outings one to Carriages in Fen Drayton for
an afternoon tea, which everyone thoroughly enjoyed, and then an outing to the
Thursford Christmas Spectacular.

We keep in Regular Contact with our members through newsletters and birthday
cards and we are always available and ready to help with your questions and
problems.

Our Office and Resource Centre is located in March Town Hall, Market Place,
March. We are open from 9.30am to 12.30pm Monday — Thursday or you can
contact us on 01354 656726 or via email at office@fenvision.org.

Our website can be found at www.fenvision.org for anyone wanting to look at
our charity in more detail.

If you need any help, or know someone who does, please do not hesitate to
contact us. We are always in need of voluntary help and as we are looking to
expand our services in the future if you could spare a little time, your help would
be much appreciated.
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1t Doddington Scout Group

A
Squirrels — celebrated Burns Night by making shortbread,
creating the Scottish flag and recreating a haggis using pompoms. scuut S
The Scout Hall turned into a Teddy Bear Hospital for a couple of
days, there were lots of patients to look after and our
Squirrels did an amazing job giving them first aid and
all were able to go home with injuries well bandaged.
We finished off the half term with pancakes.

1* Dadd | nptan

Beavers — have had two brilliant visits. They visited F ‘l. s
St Peters Church in Wimblington as part of their faith
activity badge, with Canon Mark Collinson explaining
to them all the different parts of a church and
answering lots of fabulous questions. They also
enjoyed a visit to SigmaVets in March when they had . '
a tour of the practice and a talk which helped them
find out the best ways to look after their pets. Thank
you so much to Canon Mark and the team at
SigmaVets for having us, we really enjoyed our time
with you.

Cubs — turned themselves into planes as part of
various Air Activities. They now know the different
parts of a plane and the forces acting on it. They
carried out experiments to demonstrate these
forces using parachutes and balloon rockets.
Planes were created from recycled materials and
names spelt out using the phonetic alphabet. Do
we have any budding pilots now? Only time will
tell. Just before half term they began to learn
about money, finding out about the different
currencies used around the world, starting to
understand budgeting and beginning to work on
how to create a budget for a Cub Camp.

Scouts — on a wet weekend in February some of l b _1_?'
our Scouts completed an incident hike, walking g I .
about 11.5 miles, completing challenges along the L 3
way as a practice exercise for a competition they
will be involved in during March.

Prior to this hike they brushed up on their
navigation skills, covering grid references,
bearings, scales and contours. As the lighter and
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W\, v | A. M. Fisher
wea e Electrical
Contractors

{est. 1971)

No Minimum Quantity EE’?ﬁ ‘Ej
In House Digitizing -
service Available .I=-
07004 697 £13 m
Kt s sewta couk
Endangen, P15 710206 or 07770931667

3 Newgate Street
Doddington PE15 05k

www. Sewlo.co.uk

hopefully slightly warmer evenings are coming the scouts have started the
preparation work to enable them to get out on the water on rafts, canoes, kayaks
and paddleboards when the water conditions are safe, something they all enjoy.

Explorers — as part of their self-driven termly plan they enjoyed an evening of
shooting under the guidance of one of the Whittlesey Scout Leaders and have
been honing their knife skills, learning and developing cutting, carving and
whittling techniques.

Along with our weekly sessions the lead up to our international camp in Holland
later this year has continued with all participants coming together for a day of
activities to help them get to know each other and the older attendees also hosted
and ran their second quiz night to help raise funds for the trip.

Contact us: Scouting is for everyone aged 4-18y, and 18+ as an adult volunteer.
Want to find out more about Scouting; either for a child to join, or to find out more
about volunteering (from the age of 14y) to undertake a task or two? You don’t
need to have Scouting experience to volunteer, or be an expert at navigation or at
lighting fires! Contact our Group Lead Volunteer for more info:
Alys.Turner@doddingtonscouts.org.uk or 07900 584182
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30

Seeking adult
volunteers to
join our team

Providing fun
and adventure
from age 4

Scouts is where young people make new
friends, have amazing adventures, and learn
new skills.

Scouts has lots to offer both Young People &
Adult Volunteers - why not join the fun and
adventure in 2026!

Contact us to find out more about how Young
People aged 4 - 18 can join.

Or, to find out more about getting involved as
an adult volunteer, supporting a whole range
of tasks to suit your skills & interests.

1st Doddington Scout Group

www.doddingtonscouts.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 1204134
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BROOKER BOYS

BAREVIEWS o ceccinin

Family run fencing company giving the @ Agricultural Fencing

best service. we supply & install @ Picket Fencing

complete range of fencing & gotes @ Securlty Fencing
FULLY INSLSED @ Pergolas & Gazebos

0 Decking

Independent Family Funeral Director
24 hours personal care

Professional and experienced advice

Private chapel of rest
All tuneral arrangements catered for including Eco. Friendly/green burials

\gent for Golden Leaves Funeral Plans

6-8 Dartford Road, March, Cambs, PE15 8AD S
lel: 01354 651499 « Email: kerolfe.fd@gmail.com S
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Enfighterument Reiki

Reiki is a Japanese technigue
for stress reduction and relaxation
It helps to re-balance mind, body and soul,
promoting a sense of calmness and well-being.
Reiki is suitable for adults, children and animals

Reiki Master UKRF MGHT MGNT

Reiki, Indian Head, Hot stone & ;

Swedish Massage available Sl
UNWIND, RELAX & RESTORE | )

MIND. BODY, SOUL N

DBS Checked )

Sue Hemstead
Mobile 07975 807 339

Find us on Facebook
Doddington
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100th Club

Very many thanks to TESCO for
their donation of £280 from the
Customers Community Fund,
which will go towards raffle prizes
and supporting the club and our
members.

There was an excellent turn out of members for our February meeting, when
Chris Green gave an interesting talk and presentation about the journey from idea
to the opening of Chapel Cottage Plants. The nursery is now open for business
and Chris very kindly donated some plants for members to take for a small
donation to the club.

Margaret Patterson very kindly made fruit loaves, which everyone enjoyed with
their tea and coffee. Refreshments were then followed by the raffle.

Next month's meeting will be Ouse Valley Molly Dancing, April will be a talk by the
RNLI, May a talk by MAGPAS and June the Lionel Walden school choir. New
members are very welcome to come along to any of our meetings.

Our summer outings are still being arranged and details will be announced
shortly.

For further details please contact:
Heather Kilby (Secretary) 07870 483195 f"- care
or email: Doddington100thClub@outlook.com ﬂ"m""
(supported by Cambridgeshire County Council) &=

KATE'S = TEL 01354-742e35
HOME HAIR CARE MOB 0F729-956789
A £ LER L SErvLEE LI TNE CORLTINT O HOWF el niE
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Christmas Lights ¥ X111 ' ¥ Tl ¥

By popular demand we will be holding the annual Yard Sale in aid of the
Christmas Lights on Sunday 7" June 2026 from 10am until 2pm.

This is your opportunity to sell your pre-loved items from your own front garden. If
you would like to have your address included on our maps and advertised on
social media to attract more customers, we are asking for a small donation of £5
per address. Please contact us with your name and address. Contact and
payment details below. We will be holding a cake sale at the same time with
loads of delicious homemade cakes at 1 High St. All proceeds will be going
towards the Christmas Lights funds.

August 1t will see the return of the 10 week draw with cash prizes every week
and the chance for multiple wins. Tickets will be on sale shortly. Further details to
follow.
To contact Doddington Christmas Lights:
Email: doddingtonchristmaslights@btinternet.com
Phone or text: 07935282070
Facebook: Doddington Xmas Lights

To make payments to Doddington Christmas Lights:
Cash or cheque to 37 Wood Street, Doddington
BACS: Barclays Bank PLC
Sort Code: 20-43-63/Account Number: 13332969
Reference: Name/Organisation

Have you
seen the SIGNS?

Actinely selling in your areaf

Contact us to book in your FREE
valuation!

Dlasa 1.15.?&“4 i
Tel: 01354 597804 o

Lt o T

Emall: admin@kavanaghhayes . co.uk
Offlce: 32 High Streel, Chatterls, PEIG 6RG

KAVANAGH 3§ HAYES

ldpEPENDENT ESTATE ASENTS
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RHOCHI ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN LTD

CONSULTATIONS » SURVEYS = INITIAL DESIGNS » PLANNING DRAWINGS
CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS « BUILDING REGULATIONS » COMPLETION

We aspire 10 convarl your archifectiural deas and vislans infe raalily;
from concept to paper o completios.

Lat's sfarf your mext profect fagather!

WWW. RHOCHI . CO. UK 01354 T42701 ﬂ'.@

F’.ﬂg f'e: ¥ f

Putoline “.‘

m‘l —
CArad) ADULT 8 JUNIOR PRACTICE TRACKS  (ass)

& BEGINNERS OVAL
Silkolene’

OPEN SATURDAYS 11am - 4pm

SECOND HAND SUNDAYS - CALL AFTERMARKET
BIKE SALES PARTS
- ON SITE WORKSHOP & SERVICING FACILITIES FE
m M&IL DRDER FACILITIES ﬂ
ALL MAJOR CREDIT'DEEIT CARDS ACCEFTED o

WASHBROOK FARM, CK ROAL,
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Doddington 80 Years Ago : March 1946

The month was dominated by local council elections the first held since
1937 owing to the War.

In the Isle of Ely County Council elections Joseph Norman of Wimblington
defeated two other Wimblington candidates and was elected in the

Benwick, Doddington and Wimblington (East) Ward and in the West Ward
George Richards of Benwick defeated Rev Richard Ridge of Doddington.

In the North Witchford Rural District Council election for the Doddington
Ward, HA Wool, FA Wood and TW Dack were elected, with RM Shaw, Mrs
EE Darwood, Mrs DR Hardy and JW Edgeley being unsuccessful.

14 candidates contested the 9 Doddington Parish Council seats and H
Wool, FA Wood, TW Dack, Mrs EE Darwood, RM Shaw, Mrs DR Hardy,
SE Yardy, JW Edgeley and T Edgeley were successful. Losing out were R
Watkinson, H Ellington, RR Driver, FW Driver and F Sutton. Mesdames
Darwood and Hardy were the first women to be elected to the Parish
Council since its creation in 1894.

At the annual Parish Meeting a vote was taken to attempt to purchase the
field in Ingles lane as a playing field for the village.

The fist consignment of bananas arrived at March grocers since before the
War and were distributed to those under 18 years of age.

SlimmingWorld

WIMBLINGTOM
wimblington Village Hall
Addison Road, Wimblington. PE15 0QT
Mondays at 9:30am and 11:00am
Call DAWN on 07515 557 803

ceal food, real support, real results
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Doddington 50 Years Ago : March 1976

A party of 33 women from

Doddington, Wimblington, LUCHIS escape unhurt
Manea and Chatteris had a : o
lucky escape when an |.R.A. f]‘ﬂm (.]l_\" mplﬂ h‘ﬂht
bomb exploded during their

visit to the Ideal Homes Exhibition at Olympia. None were injured, but
many hours passed before they could contact relatives to say they were
alright. Amongst those present from Doddington were Mrs Anne
Chambers, her daughters Sally and Joanne, and Mrs Eileen Ponder.

The Parish Council proceeded with the purchase of the village hall site
from the brewers Watney Mann and the building, owned by the Royal
British Legion. It was decided to set up a separate committee to manage
the hall when acquired.

To be continued....David Edwards

DODDINGTON GARDEN CENTRE
AND FARM sHOP

FREE RANGE EGGS, POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETAELES

S50Ltr. Multi Purpose
3 Bags For £47.00

Ferdlibing & Haskid Plaits, Frosh Prabl sl b reeable, Hangineg Haskisis.
Charensl. Wild Bied Posil, pph Juake, Cinfivibaery. Jeans &P roserees,
Frve Bnsgr Fegs, Usnl, Lags. hnsling., (imanenisl Siops, Tross sl Shrebs..

VISIT US FOR SHRUBS, TREES, BEDDING & BASKET PLANTS
Shop Opening Times

e
':""“3'-'“ o Nianday 8 3amedpm  Frcay B A0sm-dpm
M  Timsday CLOSED Saturday Sam-dpm VI'SA
? sw- WWednesday  B30amedpm  Sunday CLOGED
1 L2 55 Tharaday & amrdpm  Bank Hols 1 Dam~dpm

36 Mewgate S5t. Doddington (01354) Ta41122
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e 3 =
* THRIFT SHOP A

: WE ARE BACK %

The Thrift Shop opens it's doors again on Thursday 5th March for crazy
bargains, recycling, upcycling, books, plants, clothes, homeware, great
homemade bakes (just 80p each) and a happy, welcoming atmosphere. The
funds raised will go towards the upkeep of the Church rooms and this year's
chosen charity which is Guide Dogs for the Blind. So, if you're having a
springtime de-cluttering, donate your items (sorry, no electricals) and we'll do our
best to find new homes for them!

We look forward to seeing you there.
Dates for 2026: 2/4, 7/5, 4/6, 2/7, 6/8, 3/9, 1/10, 5/11, 3/12
We are open from 9am to 11am.

on the Wednesday before to accept donated items.

Jan Holdich on 07305 799 257 janholdich@gmail.com

Home
Corporate
Retail

Leisure

Whether its hanging a TV in your home, fitting
out your business with remote conferencing
systems, protecting your property with a full

CCTV setup or the latest home automation,
we can provide any solution big or small.

Call Simon on 07976010853
Email kinghamaudiovisual@gmail.com
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Bl PCx

WE ARE OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9.30am to 5.00pm

Except bank holidays

BUSINESS USERS HOME USERS
Maintenance Call Outs Home Call Duts £55
Supplier of Hardware Wireless Installation
Software & Servers Broadband & Internet
Remote Support Setup
Home Office Setup

Data Recovery

At our shop in Chatteris High 5t we repair & sell Computers/Laptops
25 HIGH 5TREET, CHATTERIS, PEI6G 6BEG  Tel: 01354 6595866

wiarw, peok.co.uk

.'ﬁ'ubﬂﬂl

REPAIR CENTRE

Laptog / PC Repalrs

AL / MacBook Repairs

Wirus Removal JUpgrades i :...

Build Custom Gaming =
1 PC's to Specification

I
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HHﬂﬁKEE BOYS

S [OMTHNACFOER

Family fun fercing company giving the
sl service. We supply and install &
wice range of fencing and Gates

*FULLY INSURED
*MO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
*FREE QUOTATIONS

OUR SERVICES: \
B GLSSE BOARD FENCING
W AGRICULTURAL FEMCIMNG
I PICKET FEMCIMNG

W SECURITY FENCING

W PERGOLAS & GAZLBOS
W OECKING




