
Doddington 100 Years Ago  :  April 1926 
 
On the 6th April 1926 the British Broadcasting Company, came to Doddington to broadcast 
a 15-minute excerpt of Handel’s Messiah performed by the Doddington Choral Society led 
by the rector of Doddington, Rev Richard Ridge, in St Mary’s church. 
 
The BBC was only formed in 1922, so how the Rev Ridge persuaded the BBC to come to 
Doddington at this early date will probably remain a mystery as it was a full month before 
the first broadcast from King’s College chapel and appears to be the first outside broadcast 
by the BBC in Cambridgeshire and probably only the second in East Anglia.  However, the 
Rev Ridge moved in high circles as he secured 
an Army general to perform a dedication of a 
stained-glass window in the church and got the 
Duchess of Bedford to open a fete in the village.  
Then, in 1938 he even advertised in the Times 
newspaper appealing for a new church organ and 
he got one that is still used in the church today. 
 
The performance was broadcast live at 9pm 
throughout the country and culminated with the 
famous Hallelujah Chorus and was advertised in 
the Radio Times (opposite). 
 
BBC engineers placed three microphones inside 
the church, and the vestry was converted into the 
control room, two telephones lines connected the 
church to the main transmitter in London. 

 

Thank you Marjorie Bishop for 
the use of this photograph. 



The Doddington singers were supplemented by two professional singers, Miss Maud 
Bostock and Mrs George Chapman and Harry Hartley and Stanley Hill from Peterborough 
Cathedral.  Musicians Mr JW Stallebrass and Mr AT Nottingham, both of March, also 
assisted. 
 
Rev Richard Ridge; conductor.  Tom Franklin; organist. 
Soprano chorus 
Misses Lucy Beard, Driver, Kingham, Margery Ridge, A Shaw, Stokeley, Yorke 
Mesdames Rose Kilby, Morton, R Stimpson, 
 
Contralto 
Misses Bowyer, Barker, Begg, Edgeley, Franklin, Harding, Eleanor Ridge, M Stimpson, 
Welcher, E Yorke 
Mesdames Clarke, A Green, Nightingale, Pratt, Annie Ridge, Rowe, G Stimpson, Master J 
Peet 
 
Tenor 
Messrs Fenn, Hart, Palmer, Mitchell, Smeath, JW Stallebrass[of March], Weedon, AC Yorke 
 
Bass 
Messrs Billups, Bird, Blott, Dunham, Ellen, Gamblin, Green, Jones, Nightingale, Sandall, 
Smith, L Stokeley, Whiting, Wilson, W Yorke 

 
 

Local residents in 2026 were able to identify some of the singers! 
 
1926 performers: 
Lucy Beard, (front row, 4th from left, light coloured outfit) 
Rev Richard Ridge (centre front) 
Mrs Annie Morton (white hat) 
Mrs Kate Green (Annie's sister in the white blouse) 
Mr Algy Green (behind Kate, her husband, had a Nursery business in St Peter's Road, March) 
Mr Thomas Weedon (?)  (4th from left, grandson Andrew sang in 2026) 

-oOo- 
 



To commemorate the event there was a rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus at the Easter 
Sunday service on 5th April 2026, in St Mary's Church and the BBC returned to report on 
this historic event.   
 
BBC Radio Cambridgeshire sent reporter Kerry Devine to interview David Edwards, our 
local historian who shared the original information and pictures from the event in 1922.  

 
The event made the 1o’clock news on Easter 
Sunday, the BBC website 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgj0g6zl1xvo) 
and on Easter Monday, two lengthy interviews were 
played during the morning show.  I 
 
David spoke about his family connection to the 
original event, but it was only when he was 
preparing his column for the Diary, that he found 
this article in the Cambs Times.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
They also spoke at length to Canon Mark Collinson, the 
current Rector at Doddington and the Six Fen Churches.  
Canon Mark explained that the Hallelujah Chorus was all 
about the hope that comes at Easter with the resurrection of 
Jesus, and that this is just as relevant today as it was in 1926. 
 

Once it was decided that it would be nice to mark this historic event, it was mentioned to a 
few members of the congregation known for their singing abilities, and the idea was 
hatched. 
 
With only a few weeks to prepare and the complexity of the music, this proved to be quite a 
challenge, but it all came together on Easter Sunday, 5th April 2026. 
 

Alison, the 
resident organist 
suggested they 
sang to a recorded 
backing track, and 
it all worked very 
well.   
 
Alison Bird, Rosie 
Warburton, 
Elizabeth Dunkley, 
Andrew Weedon 
(his grandfather 
had sung in the 
original choir in 
1926), Susan 
Harlock and Sarah 
Edwards were the 
singers. 


