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Planner, packed with ideas,

expert tips and real-life SATURDAY, September 2 saw the wedding
i of Sarah Hackett to Dan Freeman.
SApEEEEs from local cou pleS. Sarah arrived at Begelly church in an open
top car with dad Derek Hackett.

They entered the church to the wonderful
sounds of Clair Jones and her golden harp.

Clair Jones was born in Wales and was ap-
pointed official harpist to his Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales. She became a household
name for her esteemed performance at the
Royal Wedding for the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. She has performed over 180 times
for the Royal Family, she also performed for
her Majesty the Queen and more recently
for HRH King Charles IIT at the Senedd in
Cardiff.

Sarah was in a beautiful dress, followed
by her bridesmaids Suzanne Hackett and
Charlie-Ann Walker. The Bride’s mother
Teresa Hackett and the many guests followed
in other open top cars.

After the wedding, there was a procession of
cars and motorcycles led by Derek Hackett on
his beautiful white 1800cc Goldwing, backed
up by the Goldwing club of Great Britain
and the 3 Amigos to the reception held at the
Imperial Hall, Milford Haven.

On arrival at the reception, Clair was there,
playing her golden harp. The room was dec-
orated beautifully in white silk flowers with
hundreds of fairy lights. The food and service
was first class and nothing was too much
trouble for the staff.

. . ” - With the speeches over, everybody had a The weather could not have been better, sun  many enjoyed.
Welsh harpist Clair Jones with her golden wonderful evening with even more food and  shining and blue skies. At the venue there was ~ The bride and groom left for their honey-
harp at Sarah and Dan'’s Begelly wedding. dancing. a large patio overlooking the haven which moon in Scotland.

Now a licensed venue for civil
ceremonies in the Pembrokeshire
Coast National Park

« Braathtaking views

» Extraordinary spaces for indoor and outdoar

ceremonies
« Canapé ana drinks receptions avallable

e 01646 65) 702 | wwiwonrewcastie com
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How to include your dog in your special day Il

WEDDING days are often filled with celebra-
tions with the ones you love the most, so it’s
understandable that for many people it simply
wouldn't feel right to celebrate their special day
without their faithful furry companion.

PDSA Vet Nurse Nina Downing has pulled
together her top tips and some things to con-
sider before saying yes to involving your pet on
your big day!

Consider if your dog will be comfortable in
a wedding environment

Weddings can be busy, noisy and overwhelm-
ing — especially for your pooch! If your pup
isn’t used to big crowds, is uncomfortable
with strangers, or doesn’t adapt well to new
surroundings, it may be kinder to leave them
at home.

Of course there are many dogs who thrive
from attention and company who might enjoy

' TISIE ?:I%!:ﬁ 01994 231424
P N oseasions 07742 549934

www.tisieteisen.co.uk

From contemporary,
funky to stylish and elegant cake designs,
T’isie Teisen are here to create the cake of your dreams

the excitement at your wedding, but bear in
mind that no doggy is guaranteed to behave
perfectly on the bic% day. Be prepared that
they maf/ cause a distraction or disturbance,
especially as crowds of people can bring out
our dogs’ playful and vocal side!

Make sure that the venue is dog friendly
When viewing wedding venues with the
plan to involve your pet, it's always good to
keep your pet’s needs in mind. Think about
the following questions: Is there a safe space

for my dog if they want to take a break? Is
there an appropriate space for my dog to
toilet? Are there dog poo bins handy? Will the

N BOOK your 2024
Wedding Sound & Lighting
TODAYI

G

www.communic8hire.com

01834 889 180

temperature be comfortable for them? Is there
shelter to get them out of the hot sun, rain or
wind? Is there space to take them for a walk
during the day? Are water bowls provided
and will staff be hapﬁy to keep them topped
up? Are dogs only allowed in certain rooms?
If so, where will they be able to go? Are there
likely to be other dogs around on the day?

When deciding on a venue, make sure
there’s a quiet and private space to take your
pooch if they begin to get stressed, over excit-
ed or just exhausted. Providing them with a
quiet space or room where other §uests can’t
enter, will allow them space to relax.

Think about their role

From a ring bearer and ‘dog of honour’, to a
simple wedding guest, there are many ways
that you can include your pet. If you have a
mischievous doggy, perhallqas they’d be more
comfortable joining once the ceremony has
ended, such as during the photos. This will al-
low them to be included without any pressure
to be calm and quiet during the vows.

Prepare them beforehand

Letting your dog become familiar with the
wedding venue before your big day is really
important. If you are having a rehearsal
before the wedding, be sure to take your pet
with you for a practice run. Letting them sniff
out their new environment not only gives
your four-legged friend some familiarity,
but it can also give you an indication of how
things might go on the day.

If your pet has a specific role, it can also be
a good idea to do some reward based training
in advance.

Find a designated doggy sitter

Keeping your four-legged friend out of
mischief is a lot to think about when you're
lg}ettir\g swept up in the celebrations of the

usy day! It can be helpful all round to have
a designated pet-sitter — this could either be a
professional dog-sitter, or a trusted guest.

Knowing someone is keeping an extra
close eye on your pooch, giving them regular
breaks, taking them to the toilet and feeding
them, can take away the worry. If your pet
becomes stressed or tired, your dog sitter can
also get them settled back at home.

Be mindful about potentially harmful
items

Delicious fruitcake, chocolate and alcohol
are all likely to be part of the fun celebrations
—but don’t forget that they are highly toxic
for your pet. Before the wedding, ensure that
your guests know not to feed the dog — no
matter how convincing your gorgeous pup
may be!

Even with the best planning, it’s likely that
some food will be dropped during meal
times. If you are planning to have your pet
around while your guests are eating, it's a
§ood idea to keep them at a safe distance

rom the tables and think about taking some
of their own treats, puzzles and toys to help
keep them distracted.

Remember that there are also many glants
that are poisonous to dogs, so be mindful
about the type of decorations, confetti and
flowers that you use —it’s always best to keep
them out of reach from wagging tails and
curious paws!

SALE NOW ON

Bonkers

BOUTIQUE

ar for Mother Of The
d Parny Guests

ment

russe Wear

Casual Day Wear/Hoigay Wear

drr

[2]

and more
VISIT BONKERS AT 27 HIGH ST,
HAVERFORDWEST 01437 767326
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Wedding stationery
tailored just for you

FORREST Print provides a personal, afforda-
ble and high quality design and print service to
meet all the needs of your special day.

Take a look at the wedding packages on
forrestprint.co.uk or contact Fforest Print for a
personalised package to suit your style, needs
and budget. To arrange a personal appoint-
ment, telephone 01646 690 007, call in to Forrest
Print, Pembrokeshire SA73 3AY or email Sales@
forrestprint.co.uk .
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Rare Welsh Beauty with a heart of Gold

43 High Street, Haverfordwest, SA61 2BN
01437 763532

wwwbisleyhmuntandsons.co.uk

.//// Clas Cars

oward winring wedding car specinlists

Jop-class-cars.co.ub
07686027230
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SAMANTHA and Stephen are in their 30s,
but they met when Sam was 18 through a mu-
tual friend — they ended up meeting in Steve’s
parents” house - and moved in together three
years later so they have been together for a
long time. They moved to Saundersfoot just
under five years ago.

The couple got engaged in December 2019
at Monkstone beach on a walk (in the random
days between Christmas and New year) and
then because of Covid and lockdowns they
finally married in May 2023.

The wedding was very much beach/Pem-
brokeshire themed as Sam and Steve wanted
to show off the local area to our guests, many
of whom hadn’t been to Pembrokeshire
before.

The wedding took place at St. Issell’s church
in Saundersfoot in May 2023 and had our re-
c(g)tion at Trefloyne Manor. We also stopped
off at Glen beach in Saundersfoot for photos
on the way to the reception.

A harpist played at the church; she played
Canon in D for Sam to walk down the aisle,
Snow Patrol’s Chasing Cars during the sign-
ing of the register and Ar Lan y Mor to walk
out to.

During the service there were three hymns:
Guide Me O Though Great Redeemer,
Jerusalem and Who Put The Colours in the
Rainbow.

Sam continues:

“My engagement ring was a ring belong-
igﬁ to my great grandmother which my nan
inherited and then gave to us for me to have
as my engagement ring.

“Our wedding rings were purchased in Car-
diff in December 2022 — we both chose rings
that we liked/wanted to wear so they are not
matching.

“The wedding party consisted of:

“My mum Helen who gave me away as we
sadly lost my dad in 2020 so she stepped in to
the role

“A mutual friend (also) Steve was best man
(he is the friend who introduced us to each
other all those years ago)

“My cousin William rang the St Issell’s
church bells for us

“Steve’s nieces Elize and Maya and my
brothers Richard and Jonathan were my
‘bridesmaids’

“In terms of planning, we started looking
at ideas at the start of February 2020 but
with lockdowns and everyone having to
cancel/re-arrange their weddings we put all
planning on hold until the lockdowns ended
and started properly planning at the end of
2021. As there were so many people already
rescheduling into 2022 due to their 2020/2021
wedding being postponed we decided to wait
until 2023 so that we could have the venue/
dates etc. that we wanted.

“We went to a wedding fair in Haverford-
west — once before covid and once again after

covid. I believe they were at the time Pem-
brokeshire County Wedding Fayre but the
name has now changed I think to West Wales
Wedding Fayre. It was important to us to use
as many local suppliers as we could and this
was a great way of meeting people.

“T'’had a ballgown style lacy dress which
I purchased from White Bride in Narberth.
They altered it to fit and changed the style of
the neckline for me to create my perfect dress.
I cannot fault their service at all!

“My hair was styled by Liz at the Hideaway
Beauty Room in Stepaside; my make up was
done by Amy Louise Aesthetics and Beauty;
my bouquet was pinks and whites —a mix
of peonies, roses and calla lilies and was
arranged by the florist at Sandyhill Nurser-
ies — she also created bouquets for my two
bridesmaids and buttonholes for the men in
the bridal party.

“Our bridesmaids wore dresses that had
chosen themselves — they were 19 and 15 so
we took them out for a day shopping and let
them choose their own dresses. They had the
same style of dress but in different shades of
blue.

“We had a colour scheme of blue for the
bridal party but left this open for everyone to
wear what they wanted and were comfortable
wearing and whatever shade of blue they
wanted and this actually worked out really
well.

“The groom’s suit was purchased from
Hugo Boss — he doesn’t have many suits so
rather than hire one we took the opportunity
to buy him a really nice suit that he will be
able to wear again — he was a little concerned
over the cost but I still haven’t told him how
much my dress cost and at least he gets to
wear his again!

“Our reception was at Trefloyne Manor. We
had around 70 guests in total.

“We had and ice cream van to welcome the
guests to the reception along with their wel-
come drinks and the Fishguard Folk Singers
sang some sea shanties for us.

“Our wedding breakfast was a three course
sit down meal and Trefloyne really outdid
themselves — everyone commented on how
lovely the food was. They were brilliant at
creating a bespoke menu with us too as it
was important to us to give all of our guests a
choice of food.

“On the evening we had a local DJ Steve Bri-
ers provide the entertainment and Trefloyne
provided an evening buffet.

“Our favours were sticks of rock from
the sweet shop in Saundersfoot and beach
themed colouring books for the children.

“Our photographer, Sarah Mumford was
absolutely brilliant!

“Our cake was made by Dec o’cake (based
in Pembroke Dock) — Vicky took all of our
ideas on board and created a fabulous 3 tier
beach themed cake. The filling was raspberry

Pics. Mumford Photography
and white chocolate and was delicious.

“Top Class Cars provided our transport and
we went for something a little different. The
groom and best man travelled to the church
in a vintage hot rod. I travelled to the church
in a vintage blue Buick which also then took
us to the beach for photos and to Trefloyne.
They also provided the vintage ice cream van
at Trefloyne for us.

“Narberth Travel also provided two coaches
to take guests from Trefloyne to the church
and then back again afterwards as there is not
much parking available at St Issell’s.

“Steve had his Stag do in Bristol and he and
his friends went on a bit of an activity day
clay pigeon shooting and off road go karting.

“I didn’t have a traditional hen do but I, my
mum and my brothers used it as an excuse
to go to London for a few days to see Moulin
Rouge the musical.

“We went on a mini-moon to St David’s to
escape for a few days — we are yet to book our
official honeymoon.

“My top tips for a bride to be would be to
stress less. A good to do list and break down
what needs to be done by when and sched-
ule it in rather than trying to do everything
at once. Somehow it all works itself out and
it’s far better to be enjoying the process than
stressing yourself out — enjoy the planning!

“Take your time with things on the day, al-
low yourself to have enough time to get ready
without rushing and then just enjoy it! It's a
cliché but it really does all go by so quickl
so go with the flow and enjoy each part of the
day, it really will be the best day ever.”
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JJ McHugh

Wedding Cars

BASED in Haverfordwest, J] McHugh Wedding
Cars offer luxury wedding cars for hire in the
local area.

There are four cars to choose from, including
the two model A’S, a replica vintage seven seater
and a Beauford.

All the cars are cared for and maintained to the
highest of standards and offer true luxury with
all cream interiors, white rugs, ribbons of your
colour and cushions to make your special day
truly special.

The cars are professionally Chauffeur driven to
guarantee you will travel in comfort and style.

J] McHugh do their very best to help your wed-
ding day be enjoyable and run smoothly. Their
cars will arrive on time, and after the ceremony
is finished the bride and groom will arrive back
to the car greeted with a complimentary bottle of
Champagne to celebrate their special day.

Beverley Thomas Photography ¥
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John McHugh
Wedding Car Hire

01437 765349
07836 661518
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Looking for a fabulous
venue for your
wedding? Look no
further

Heaped in history with beautiful photo opportunities, it is
one of Pembrokeshire's most iconic landmarks and a
great place to celebrate your big day!

Register your interest and come along on our wedding
open weekend on the 1st and 2nd October at either
10am or 2pm.

If you register you will have free entry to the castle
where you will meet Kate our wedding planner.

Kate will give you a tour of the grounds and show you
rooms and spaces we have available for your ceremony
or reception. She will also discuss all the options
including dates and catering.

To attend register by email,
Kate @pembrokecastle.co.uk
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BEVERLEY Thomas has been

in the photographic industry for
three decades, and during that
time she gained a Master’s degree
in Photography. She has shared
some of her expert tips for cou-
ples considering a photographer.

How to Choose your Wedding
Photographer

After hundreds of hours spent
planning and preparing all the
details that go into your wed-
ding, you will want to relive
those memories long after the
celebrations have ended and
what better way to look back on
your wedding day is with beau-
tiful photographs? Photographs
of you getting ready with your
bridal party, Photographs of you
saying I-do’s in the presence of
family and friends, moments cap-
tured when you are not looking
as you enjoy the whirlwind of at-
tention, making speeches, cutting
your cake that you spent months
designing and dancing like there
is no tomorrow.

With all the excitement of the
biggest day of your life, it is hard
to stop and take a few minutes to
soak up every little detail. This is
why your wedding photographs

are important. Your photographs
are going to be the lasting
memories of your wedding day
and choosing your photographer
should be one of the most careful-
ly researched things that you do
after booking the church and the
venue.

Making sure you have an amaz-
ing wedding photographer to
capture every carefully planned

detail and all those intimate mo-
ments is an investment and one

of the best investments that you

will make.

Define your photography style
In today’s modern world, its not
just as simple as clicking the shut-
ter button. There are many differ-
ent styles of photography, with
certain photographers specialis-
ing in each one, I know I cover all
styles from Fine Art to Tradition-
al and storytelling Documentary
styles. If you are not entirely
sure what style resonates with
you, check out the abundance of
imagery on Pinterest Wedding
Boards, you might identify some-
thing in common with what you
have already saved.

Define your Photography
Requirements

Visualising your day from start
to finish is something that I am
accustomed to. Once you have
decided on a style, thoughts turn
to a list of photographs and areas
that you would like to be cov-
ered. Your thoughts should also
include putting aside a budget
anywhere between £1000 to £1500
should cover many different
photographer’s packages.
Meet in Person

Your wedding photographer

is going to be an integral part of
your wedding day, so you need
to make sure you meet them face
to face wherever possible! You
will want to feel at ease, relaxed
and comfortable with them. If
you feel uncomfortable in front
of your chosen photographer,
this will definitely come across in
your photographs. Ask questions
upfront so you have clear expec-
tations and understandings.

Have Fun

At the end of the day, the best
way to find your perfect wedding
photographer is by being honest.
Personally, I prefer to know what
you might be nervous about, and
what you like and don’t like. My
job is to tell your story through
the medium of photography and
I want you to enjoy your wed-
ding day and have fun. My end
goal after making sure everything
is going to plan, is to give you
beautiful images to have and to
hold forever more. Choosing the
right photographer is someone
who you can really connect with
and remember do your research.

In order to help you more with
advice, Beverley has put together
a comprehensive list of Ask the
Expert Q&As over on her website
that will help answer some of
those questions that you may not
think about. Visit https://www.
beverleythomasphotography.
uk/wedding-information to read

more.
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Stacey and Tom Roberts [

Keen to drop a dress
size? Optimise with
Slimming World

ITS that time of year... Autumn is on its way,
we start to reflect on our summer choices

and decide to focus on what we might want -
to achieve over the next few month as far as
weight loss and gettting healthier goes. And if
we are planning a wedding and are a keen to
drop a dress size for the big day its always a
good time to start.

And so around about now we'll start to read
more about weight loss pills, potions and
patches that cost an absolute fortune.

So, lets look at it logically; all diets work, of
course they do, if you're consuming fewer calo-
ries than you were, you're going to see a weight

loss. But not all diets are healthy.

And what happened when you stop that diet,
stop taking taking the pills and the potions?

What then? It’s not rocket science, is it? Go back
to your old eating habits and the weight will go

back on. Simple.

Because firstly, some of those diets are just

not sustainable long term.

And secondly if you haven’t learned anything

about the psychology of yourself as a Slimmer,
if you haven’t learned about food and how its
ossible to eat normal, everﬁday food and still

ose weight just by getting tl

e balance right,

if you haven’t learned about the part activity
Flays in a healthy lifestyle and if you haven’t
earned how much fun you can have and how

much support you can get while doing all those

things nothing will ever change.

So unless you're really happy to keep dieting
forever or taking the pills forever or you seri-
ously just want a quick fix that won’t last, then

we need to find a different way.

A realistic way. Not a diet but a healthy way
of eating that we CAN keep doing forever. We

need to change our eating habits so that we can

still enjoy our food (because food isn’t a bad
thing!), and so that we can keep that weight off

when we reach our target.

And that’s what Slimming World’s food op-
timising plan does. It's a healthy way of eating
that we can enjoy and one that, when com-
bined with our individual activity programme,
can help you have that fantabulous healthy
lifestyle. Their unique Image Therapy sessions

provid the inpiration, motivation, help, support
and fun that is so important to help you do that

too.

You really won’t find all that in a pill bottle!
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Pater Hall
Manday 5.00pm
Tuesday 9.30am

Leisure Cantre
Wednesday 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am
Alison 07792 490 723
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STACEY (35) and Tom Roberts
(30) we met six years ago. They
have just got married - September
9, 2023 Stacey told the Observer
all the details:

Tom took me to Slebech Park
for a birthday present and pro-
posed to me there - pure shock!
The theme to our wedding was
black and white because what
better colours are there? I like the
elegant look.

We got married in St Katherine
and St Peter's Church, Milford
Haven followed by a reception at
the Imperial Hall in Milford Ha-
ven.

Our hymn in the church was
Amazing Grace, which is one of
my favourites. To walk down the
aisle we had Can’t Help Falling in
Love and to sign the register we
had Thousand Years, played on
the organ.

We didn’t write our own vows
because I don’t know what Tom
would have said!

Our rings are white gold, mine
has a diamanté trim and Tom’s is
very similar with the diamonds;
inside we have ‘always’ engraved
and the date of our wedding.

The wedding party included
parents of bride Phillip Harries,
Diane Harries and Tracey Thom-
as; parents of groom Martin Rob-
erts and Sarah Louise lambe.

Best men were friends John Ke-
hoe, Jamie Davies and Andrew
Court; groomsmen Steven Har-
ries (bride’s brother) Rhys Rob-
erts and Connor Roberts (groom’s
brothers), Dalt Thomas and
Matthew Sawyer (friends), Fin-
ley Turner, Joseph Spencer and
Thomas Spencer (cousins).

Maids of honour were friends
Sarah Bevans and Kristy Jenkins.

Bridesmaids were Clair Har-
ries (bride’s sister-in-law), Julie
Turner (cousin), Hayley Coombs
(cousin), Corinne Barrett (friend),
Andrea McCarthy (cousin) and
Mischa McCarthy (cousin).

Our flower girls were Bon-
nie-Rae  Roberts  (daughter),
Mollie harries (niece) and Mad-
di-Leigh Roberts (niece)

Our ring bearer was Bobby
Ralph (son).

We started planning our wed-
ding 16 months in advance; we
went to a wedding fair and had
quite a few ideas

My gown was beautiful it was

from Sally White at White Bride
in Narberth. She was like a fairy
godmother!

Make-up was done by Simone
Bowen Make Up Artist and hair
was done by Morgan, Lilly and
Beth from Hannah'’s house of hair.

Our florist was Keeley from
Sandyhill nurseries and wow, I
asked for a certain bouquet and
she did just that and more: it was

erfect! We also had all of our

owers and church decorations
from her.

We loved our favours! We had
scratchcard in a pocket that said:
“We tied the knot, we hope you
win the jackpot!” We had shot
bottles with Tequila rose for
adults and orange juice for chil-
dren which said: “we tied the
knot please take a shot which we
used for our first toast!” We then
had an after dinner mint.

The bridesmaids wore gorgeous
black dresses and the groom and
his party wore black tuxedos. The
suits were hired from Geraint at
Dress for the Occasion in Haver-
fordwest; he was fantastic!

At our reception at the Impe-
rial Hall in Milford, we had 105
guests in the day where we had
a hog roast for our meal which

was absolutely delicious. In the
evening we had another 50 guests
and had a buffet style again: it
was fantastic food. We also had
SASS Surprise singing waitresses
who were out of this world and
had the whole reception on their
feet! In the evening we had David
Hitchcock, the magician, enter-
taining our guests from inside to
out in the beer garden, catering
for all ages. We also had a bouncy
castle, a sweet pyramid, a dough-
nut wall. Cup cake carousel, choc-
olate fountain and Slush Puppy
machine.

Our first dance was Michael
bublé - “To Love Somebody’.

We had an amazing photogra-
pher, Bev Thomas. Wow! That
women went above and beyond,
her sister Gill too. Our videogra-
phers were Dan and Jake; they
were incredible!

Our cake was made by The Pem-
brokeshire Cakery. We had four
tiers of vanilla and vanilla, Choco-
late and biscoff, lemon and lemon,
and white chocolate and raspber-
ry; it was delicious.

We had two cars on our wed-
ding day: a seven-seater Bentley
for the bridesmaids and a Rolls
Royce for me, my dad and my

Pics. Beverley Thomas Photography

son, supplied by John McHugh of
J] McHugh Wedding Cars.

My hen night was in Bristol and
Tom’s stag do was in Liverpool:
our friends really went above and
beyond to give us the best week-
ends; memories made for a life-
time.

Stacey and Tom are currently
on honeymoon in Marmaris in
Turkey. They left on Monday,
September 11, just two days after
their wedding. They have decided
to call it their familymoon as they
have taken their two children.

What was Stacey’s favourite mo-
ment?

My favourite moment was final-
ly seeing Tom and just thinking:
“we have done it”, also at the end
of the night we sat back and just
thought: “wow!” We had the best
time. It all came to plan and how
proud we were of our family and
friends for helping us.

What about her top tops for a
bride?

My top tips are: Go with the
flow, don’t stress just take it all in
because when people say it goes
too fast, it actually really does, it’s
over so fast! Take five minutes to
take it all in! Enjoy every single
second!
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Top Class Cars
for your wedding

A Top Class Car for Sean and Montana.
(Pic. Beverley Thomas Photography)

LOCATED in Llawhaden, near Narberth
serving Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and
Ceridigion, offering a friendly, affordable and
unforgettable wedding car service to the local
and wider community. In addition we also have
a hire range of table centre pieces, table plans
and church decorations to help our Bride and
Groom'’s have a complete ‘“Top Class” wedding!

Choose from a wide range of vehicles, includ-
ing two 1929 REO Flying Clouds, a 1956 Buick
Century; Daimler DS420; ‘Baby Blue” Groom'’s
Car; 1955 Morris Minor Convertible; Chrys-
ler 300; Ford Mustang GT or Bluebelle, their
ever-popular vintage ice-cream van.

They also have a brand new Mercedes Star-
line, a top of the range 16 passenger seat limo
bus. It is fully licensed and features fantastic
limousine style seating, karaoke system with
48"and 20" TV screens, laser lighting - a must
for any hen party!

Visit top-class-cars.co.uk to read testimonials
from many delighted couples, or contact Top
Class Cars by emailing topclasscars@yahoo.
co.uk or calling 01437 541400.
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IEEREEETE Sean and Montana Willington B

Pics. Beverley Thomas Photography

SEAN (30) and Montana (25)have been
together nearly two years.They got engaged
very quickly around six months after they
met. Montana tells the story:

Sean asked my parents for permission to
propose to me, he picked the ring by himself.
He had to wait for the ring to be fitted to m
size so he had planned to take my to Cardig
and propose there, but the ring came back
sooner then expected and he couldn’t wait!
He took both our families out for dinner b
the beach. We took a stroll across the beac
and next thing I knew he was on one knee.
Unfortunately he didn’t realise there was a
sewerage drain right next to us! But our fam-
ilies were a part of it and saw it all. We went
on to celebrate for the rest of the night at Rock
the Dock in Pembroke Dock.

We didn’t really have a theme to our wed-
ding; I just knew I wanted flowers, flowers
and more flowers.

We got married on June 10, 2023, 1pm in
monkton priory church. We had the tradition-
al ‘Here comes the bride’ for the entrance of
the bride and we stuck to traditional vows.
The vicar gave a reading of our choice which
was ‘Therefore what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”

Sean’s ring was a traditional gold wedding
band; mine was a thin white gold band with
a row of small diamonds that matched my

engagement ring.

We had a huge wedding party: Shania
Hines (sister of bride) was one of the two
maids of honour, Lynda Worrell (godmoth-
er/best friend of the bride) was the second.
Scarlett Hines (bride’s sister), Lucy Thomas
(bride’s aunt), Michelle Powney (groom’s
sister), Charlotte Rees (groom’s niece) were
the bridesmaids with Nevaeh Evans (bride’s
cousin and godchild) being the only flower-
girl. Jack price and Elliott lewis (both friends
of the groom) were best men; Colon Burton
(also friend of the groom) was an usher. Alex
Maddox and George Jones (cousins of the
bride) were also ushers, along with Richard
and Daniel Powney (brothers of the groom),
Tommy Willington (son of the groom), Jesse
Lewis and Dougie price (sons of the best
men), also Josh Powney (groom’s nephew)
and Andrew John Thomas (cousin of the
bride). We had started planning the wedding
almost straight after getting engaged.

I bought my dress from celebrations in
Milforg but l};ter on added a detachable 12ft
train and detachable sleeves. It was a full ball
gown in ice white with multiple layers of
glittered tulle.

My hair and make-up was done by Nicole
Devereux and Julie Duignan from the Miss
Jones salon in Pembroke. My bouquet was
made by petals of Pembrokeshire.

The bridesmaids wore floor length baby
pink dresses with a small train. The grooms-
men wore Italian suits from Dyfed Menswear
in Crosshands.

The reception was held in the Pavillion in
Haverfordwest; it was decorated in pinks and
white. Each table had a huge flower arrange-
ment And the top table had a long flower
arrangement from one end to the other. Katie
Preece did the food - we had a buffet enough
for 200 %uests, then later on in the evening we
had pulled pork snd beef rolls.

Our first dance was ‘Can’t help falling in
love’ by Elvis.

Our amazing photographer was Beverley
Thomas!! And videographer was T-jey Wil-
liams who was absolutely brilliant!

Our cake was made by Wendy Lee. It was
originally five tiers but we had a bit of an
accident the night before so it ended up being
four - but it was still absolutely amazing! It
was decorated with hand made flowers to
match the rest of the wedding in pinks and
white.

We had a vintage car to take myself snd my
dad to the church and then it took myself and
Sean to the reception. The car was hired from
Top Class Cars. Darren was absolutely amaz-
ing! As my dress was so big I struggled a lot,
but Darren was the best last-minute brides-
maid I could have dreamed of. He even gave
Sean his sandwich after the church. (Thanks,
Darren!)

We had two hen and stag nights each! One
local, both in Pembroke and one away: mine
was in Butlins Adults” Weekend in Minehead
and Sean’s was in Cardiff.

Three days after the weeding, we went on
honeymoon to Rhodes in Greece for 10 nights.

Our favourite moment of the day would
probably be the excitement of getting ready
and then just sitting back in our reception
together as husband and wife seeing how
happy everyone was and to see everyone
enjoying the day as much as we were.

My top tips would be: As hard as it may be
planning your day, just don’t stress - what's
meant to be will be. No matter how much
you plan and get things in order things will
go wrong but on the day you won’t give it
a second thought. Just enjoy every single
second because it goes so fast. Also to take
10 minutes out of the day to spend with your
husband. There will be so much happening,
just have that time to take it all in.
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We offer complete wedding packages to take the stress
away from some of the organisation of your special
day. All packages can be customised to suit your needs.

Our in-house wedding coordinators work with you to
build the day of your dreams.

Choose from one of our wedding packages from £3,695
or build your own package to suit.

Our function rooms can accommodate both intimate
and larger weddings up to 100 day guests and 120
evening guests.

Licensed for civil ceremonies, we can see your wedding
day through seamlessly from beginning to end.

Waking up as newlyweds in the luxury of one of our
very popular Deluxe rooms.

yo

Standing majestically on the
Esplanade in Tenby, with
spectacular views of South
Beach and over to Caldey
Island. the Giltar Hotel is the
perfect location for your
special day.

Our attention to detail,
customer service and
exquisitely prepared food
will create a day to
remember for you and your
guests

Request a wedding pack or
book an appointment with
one of our Wedding
Coordinators today!

The Giltar Hotel
9 Esplanade, Tenby,
SA707DU
01834 842 507
www.giltar-hotel.co.uk

Scan our QR code for more information

and to request a wedding pack




