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Welcome to your Wedding 
Planner, packed with ideas, 
expert tips and real-life 
experiences from local couples.

SATURDAY, September 2 saw the wedding 

Sarah arrived at Begelly church in an open 

They entered the church to the wonderful 

Clair Jones was born in Wales and was ap-

name for her esteemed performance at the 
Royal Wedding for the Duke and Duchess of 

her Majesty the Queen and more recently 
for HRH King Charles III at the Senedd in 

Sarah was in a beautiful dress, followed 

After the wedding, there was a procession of 

and the 3 Amigos to the reception held at the 

On arrival at the reception, Clair was there, 
-

With the speeches over, everybody had a 
wonderful evening with even more food and 

a large patio overlooking the haven which 
The bride and groom left for their honey-

 Wedding stories  Sarah and Dan Freeman

Welsh harpist Clair Jones with her golden 
harp at Sarah and Dan’s Begelly wedding.

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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From contemporary,
funky to stylish and elegant cake designs,
T’isie Teisen are here to create the cake of your dreams

www.tisieteisen.co.uk

01994 231424
07742 549934

Cakes
for all
occasions

  Ask the expert    How to include your dog in your special day

the excitement at your wedding, but bear in 
mind that no doggy is guaranteed to behave 
perfectly on the big day. Be prepared that 
they may cause a distraction or disturbance, 
especially as crowds of people can bring out 
our dogs’ playful and vocal side!

Make sure that the venue is dog friendly
When viewing wedding venues with the 

plan to involve your pet, it’s always good to 
keep your pet’s needs in mind. Think about 
the following questions: Is there a safe space 
for my dog if they want to take a break? Is 
there an appropriate space for my dog to 
toilet? Are there dog poo bins handy? Will the 

temperature be comfortable for them? Is there 
shelter to get them out of the hot sun, rain or 
wind? Is there space to take them for a walk 
during the day? Are water bowls provided 

up? Are dogs only allowed in certain rooms? 
If so, where will they be able to go? Are there 
likely to be other dogs around on the day?

When deciding on a venue, make sure 
there’s a quiet and private space to take your 
pooch if they begin to get stressed, over excit-
ed or just exhausted. Providing them with a 
quiet space or room where other guests can’t 
enter, will allow them space to relax.

Think about their role
From a ring bearer and ‘dog of honour’, to a 

simple wedding guest, there are many ways 
that you can include your pet. If you have a 
mischievous doggy, perhaps they’d be more 
comfortable joining once the ceremony has 
ended, such as during the photos. This will al-
low them to be included without any pressure 
to be calm and quiet during the vows.

Prepare them beforehand

wedding venue before your big day is really 
important. If you are having a rehearsal 
before the wedding, be sure to take your pet 

out their new environment not only gives 
your four-legged friend some familiarity, 
but it can also give you an indication of how 
things might go on the day.

a good idea to do some reward based training 
in advance.

Keeping your four-legged friend out of 
mischief is a lot to think about when you’re 

busy day! It can be helpful all round to have 

Knowing someone is keeping an extra 
close eye on your pooch, giving them regular 
breaks, taking them to the toilet and feeding 
them, can take away the worry. If your pet 

Be mindful about potentially harmful 
items

Delicious fruitcake, chocolate and alcohol 
are all likely to be part of the fun celebrations 

for your pet. Before the wedding, ensure that 

may be!
Even with the best planning, it’s likely that 

some food will be dropped during meal 
times. If you are planning to have your pet 
around while your guests are eating, it’s a 
good idea to keep them at a safe distance 
from the tables and think about taking some 
of their own treats, puzzles and toys to help 
keep them distracted.

Remember that there are also many plants 
that are poisonous to dogs, so be mindful 

them out of reach from wagging tails and 
curious paws!

WEDDING -
tions with the ones you love the most, so it’s 
understandable that for many people it simply 
wouldn’t feel right to celebrate their special day 
without their faithful furry companion.

PDSA Vet Nurse Nina Downing has pulled 
together her top tips and some things to con-
sider before saying yes to involving your pet on 
your big day!

Consider if your dog will be comfortable in 
a wedding environment

Weddings can be busy, noisy and overwhelm-

isn’t used to big crowds, is uncomfortable 
with strangers, or doesn’t adapt well to new 
surroundings, it may be kinder to leave them 
at home.

Of course there are many dogs who thrive 

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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43 High Street, Haverfordwest, SA61 2BN
01437 763532

www.bisleyhmuntandsons.co.uk

“The Shop
on the Hill
with the
Clock”

Rare Welsh Beauty with a heart of Gold

 Wedding stories  Samantha and Stephen Palmer

SAMANTHA and Stephen are in their 30s, 
but they met when Sam was 18 through a mu-
tual friend – they ended up meeting in Steve’s 
parents’ house - and moved in together three 
years later so they have been together for a 
long time. They moved to Saundersfoot just 

The couple got engaged in December 2019 
at Monkstone beach on a walk (in the random 
days between Christmas and New year) and 
then because of Covid and lockdowns they 

The wedding was very much beach/Pem-
brokeshire themed as Sam and Steve wanted 

of whom hadn’t been to Pembrokeshire 
before.

The wedding took place at St. Issell’s church 
in Saundersfoot in May 2023 and had our re-

on the way to the reception.
A harpist played at the church; she played 

Canon in D for Sam to walk down the aisle, 
Snow Patrol’s Chasing Cars during the sign-
ing of the register and Ar Lan y Mor to walk 
out to. 

During the service there were three hymns: 

Sam continues:
“My engagement ring was a ring belong-

ing to my great grandmother which my nan 
inherited and then gave to us for me to have 
as my engagement ring. 

-

that we liked/wanted to wear so they are not 
matching.

“The wedding party consisted of:
“My mum Helen who gave me away as we 

sadly lost my dad in 2020 so she stepped in to 
the role

“A mutual friend (also) Steve was best man 
(he is the friend who introduced us to each 
other all those years ago)

church bells for us
“Steve’s nieces Elize and Maya and my 

‘bridesmaids’
“In terms of planning, we started looking 

at ideas at the start of February 2020 but 
with lockdowns and everyone having to 
cancel/re-arrange their weddings we put all 
planning on hold until the lockdowns ended 
and started properly planning at the end of 
2021. As there were so many people already 
rescheduling into 2022 due to their 2020/2021 
wedding being postponed we decided to wait 
until 2023 so that we could have the venue/
dates etc. that we wanted.

-
west – once before covid and once again after 

covid. I believe they were at the time Pem-

as many local suppliers as we could and this 
was a great way of meeting people.

“I had a ballgown style lacy dress which 

the neckline for me to create my perfect dress. 
I cannot fault their service at all!

“My hair was styled by Liz at the Hideaway 

my bouquet was pinks and whites – a mix 
of peonies, roses and calla lilies and was 

-
ies – she also created bouquets for my two 

the bridal party.

chosen themselves – they were 19 and 15 so 
we took them out for a day shopping and let 
them choose their own dresses. They had the 

blue. 

bridal party but left this open for everyone to 
wear what they wanted and were comfortable 
wearing and whatever shade of blue they 
wanted and this actually worked out really 
well.

“The groom’s suit was purchased from 

rather than hire one we took the opportunity 
to buy him a really nice suit that he will be 

over the cost but I still haven’t told him how 
much my dress cost and at least he gets to 
wear his again!

had around 70 guests in total. 

guests to the reception along with their wel-
come drinks and the Fishguard Folk Singers 
sang some sea shanties for us.

themselves – everyone commented on how 
lovely the food was. They were brilliant at 
creating a bespoke menu with us too as it 
was important to us to give all of our guests a 
choice of food.

-

the sweet shop in Saundersfoot and beach 
themed colouring books for the children.

absolutely brilliant!

in Pembroke Dock) – Vicky took all of our 
ideas on board and created a fabulous 3 tier 

and white chocolate and was delicious. 
“Top Class Cars provided our transport and 

groom and best man travelled to the church 
in a vintage hot rod. I travelled to the church 

They also provided the vintage ice cream van 

“Narberth Travel also provided two coaches 

and then back again afterwards as there is not 
much parking available at St Issell’s.

his friends went on a bit of an activity day 

“I didn’t have a traditional hen do but I, my 
mum and my brothers used it as an excuse 
to go to London for a few days to see Moulin 

escape for a few days – we are yet to book our 

“My top tips for a bride to be would be to 
stress less. A good to do list and break down 
what needs to be done by when and sched-
ule it in rather than trying to do everything 
at once. Somehow it all works itself out and 

stressing yourself out – enjoy the planning!
“Take your time with things on the day, al-

low yourself to have enough time to get ready 
without rushing and then just enjoy it! It’s a 
cliché but it really does all go by so quickly 

day, it really will be the best day ever.”

Pics. Mumford Photography

-
ble and high quality design and print service to 
meet all the needs of your special day.

Take a look at the wedding packages on 
forrestprint.co.uk or contact Fforest Print for a 
personalised package to suit your style, needs 
and budget. To arrange a personal appoint-
ment, telephone 01646 690 007, call in to Forrest 
Print, Pembrokeshire SA73 3AY or email Sales@
forrestprint.co.uk .

 Wedding stationery 
 tailored just for you

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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Looking for a fabulous
venue for your
wedding? Look no
further
Heaped in history with beautiful photo opportunities, it is
one of Pembrokeshire's most iconic landmarks and a
great place to celebrate your big day!
Register your interest and come along on our wedding
open weekend on the 1st and 2nd October at either
10am or 2pm.
If you register you will have free entry to the castle
where you will meet Kate our wedding planner.
Kate will give you a tour of the grounds and show you
rooms and spaces we have available for your ceremony
or reception. She will also discuss all the options
including dates and catering.

To attend register by email,
Kate@pembrokecastle.co.uk

01437 765349
07836 661518
www.jjmchughweddingcars.co.uk

John McHugh
Wedding Car Hire

BEVERLEY Thomas has been 
in the photographic industry for 
three decades, and during that 
time she gained a Master’s degree 
in Photography. She has shared 
some of her expert tips for cou-
ples considering a photographer.

How to Choose your Wedding 
Photographer

After hundreds of hours spent 
planning and preparing all the 
details that go into your wed-
ding, you will want to relive 
those memories long after the 
celebrations have ended and 

your wedding day is with beau-
tiful photographs? Photographs 

bridal party, Photographs of you 
saying I-do’s in the presence of 
family and friends, moments cap-

as you enjoy the whirlwind of at-

is no tomorrow.
With all the excitement of the 

biggest day of your life, it is hard 

why your wedding photographs 

are important. Your photographs 
are going to be the lasting 
memories of your wedding day 
and choosing your photographer 
should be one of the most careful-
ly researched things that you do 

venue.
-

ing wedding photographer to 
capture every carefully planned 

detail and all those intimate mo-
ments is an investment and one 
of the best investments that you 

 

In today’s modern world, its not 
-
-

ent styles of photography, with 
certain photographers specialis-

styles from Fine Art to Tradition-
al and storytelling Documentary 
styles. If you are not entirely 
sure what style resonates with 

imagery on Pinterest Wedding 
Boards, you might identify some-
thing in common with what you 
have already saved.

 
Requirements

Visualising your day from start 

accustomed to. Once you have 
decided on a style, thoughts turn 
to a list of photographs and areas 

-
ered. Your thoughts should also 

anywhere between £1000 to £1500 

Meet in Person
Your wedding photographer 

is going to be an integral part of 
your wedding day, so you need 

to face wherever possible! You 
will want to feel at ease, relaxed 
and comfortable with them. If 
you feel uncomfortable in front 
of your chosen photographer, 

upfront so you have clear expec-
tations and understandings. 

Have Fun
At the end of the day, the best 

photographer is by being honest. 

you might be nervous about, and 

job is to tell your story through 
the medium of photography and 
I want you to enjoy your wed-
ding day and have fun. My end 

is going to plan, is to give you 
beautiful images to have and to 
hold forever more. Choosing the 
right photographer is someone 
who you can really connect with 
and remember do your research. 

In order to help you more with 
advice, Beverley has put together 

Expert Q&As over on her website 
that will help answer some of 

beverleythomasphotography.

more.

 Ask the expert   Beverley Thomas Photography

more.

BASED in Haverfordwest, JJ McHugh Wedding 

local area.
There are four cars to choose from, including 

the two model A’S, a replica vintage seven seater 
and a Beauford.

All the cars are cared for and maintained to the 

all cream interiors, white rugs, ribbons of your 

truly special.

guarantee you will travel in comfort and style.
JJ McHugh do their very best to help your wed-

ding day be enjoyable and run smoothly. Their 
cars will arrive on time, and after the ceremony 

Champagne to celebrate their special day.

 JJ McHugh
 Wedding Cars

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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 Wedding stories   Stacey and Tom Roberts

Pics. Beverley Thomas Photography

STACEY (35) and Tom Roberts 
(30) we met six years ago. They 
have just got married - September 
9, 2023 Stacey told the Observer 
all the details:

Tom took me to Slebech Park 
for a birthday present and pro-
posed to me there - pure shock! 
The theme to our wedding was 
black and white because what 

elegant look. 
We got married in St Katherine 

and St Peter’s Church, Milford 
Haven followed by a reception at 

-
ven.

Our hymn in the church was 
Amazing Grace, which is one of 
my favourites. To walk down the 
aisle we had Can’t Help Falling in 
Love and to sign the register we 
had Thousand Years, played on 
the organ. 

We didn’t write our own vows 

would have said! 
Our rings are white gold, mine 

has a diamanté trim and Tom’s is 
very similar with the diamonds; 
inside we have ‘always’ engraved 
and the date of our wedding. 

The wedding party included 
parents of bride Phillip Harries, 
Diane Harries and Tracey Thom-
as; parents of groom Martin Rob-
erts and Sarah Louise lambe. 

Best men were friends John Ke-
hoe, Jamie Davies and Andrew 
Court; groomsmen Steven Har-
ries (bride’s brother) Rhys Rob-
erts and Connor Roberts (groom’s 
brothers), Dalt Thomas and 

-
ley Turner, Joseph Spencer and 
Thomas Spencer (cousins).

Maids of honour were friends 
Sarah Bevans and Kristy Jenkins.

Bridesmaids were Clair Har-
ries (bride’s sister-in-law), Julie 
Turner (cousin), Hayley Coombs 

Andrea McCarthy (cousin) and 
Mischa McCarthy (cousin). 

-
nie-Rae Roberts (daughter), 
Mollie harries (niece) and Mad-
di-Leigh Roberts (niece) 

Our ring bearer was Bobby 
Ralph (son).

We started planning our wed-
ding 16 months in advance; we 
went to a wedding fair and had 
quite a few ideas 

My gown was beautiful it was 

from Sally White at White Bride 
in Narberth. She was like a fairy 
godmother!

Make-up was done by Simone 
Bowen Make Up Artist and hair 
was done by Morgan, Lilly and 
Beth from Hannah’s house of hair. 

asked for a certain bouquet and 
she did just that and more: it was 
perfect! We also had all of our 

from her. 
We loved our favours! We had 

scratchcard in a pocket that said: 
“We tied the knot, we hope you 
win the jackpot!” We had shot 

adults and orange juice for chil-
dren which said: “we tied the 
knot please take a shot which we 

had an after dinner mint. 
The bridesmaids wore gorgeous 

black dresses and the groom and 
his party wore black tuxedos. The 
suits were hired from Geraint at 
Dress for the Occasion in Haver-
fordwest; he was fantastic! 

-
rial Hall in Milford, we had 105 
guests in the day where we had 
a hog roast for our meal which 

evening we had another 50 guests 

was fantastic food. We also had 
SASS Surprise singing waitresses 
who were out of this world and 
had the whole reception on their 

Hitchcock, the magician, enter-
taining our guests from inside to 
out in the beer garden, catering 
for all ages. We also had a bouncy 
castle, a sweet pyramid, a dough-
nut wall. Cup cake carousel, choc-
olate fountain and Slush Puppy 
machine. 

bublé - ‘To Love Somebody’. 
We had an amazing photogra-

pher, Bev Thomas. Wow! That 
women went above and beyond, 
her sister Gill too. Our videogra-
phers were Dan and Jake; they 
were incredible! 

Our cake was made by The Pem-
brokeshire Cakery. We had four 
tiers of vanilla and vanilla, Choco-

and white chocolate and raspber-
ry; it was delicious. 

We had two cars on our wed-
ding day: a seven-seater Bentley 
for the bridesmaids and a Rolls 
Royce for me, my dad and my 

son, supplied by John McHugh of 
JJ McHugh Wedding Cars.

My hen night was in Bristol and 
Tom’s stag do was in Liverpool: 
our friends really went above and 
beyond to give us the best week-
ends; memories made for a life-
time. 

Stacey and Tom are currently 
on honeymoon in Marmaris in 
Turkey. They left on Monday, 
September 11, just two days after 
their wedding. They have decided 
to call it their familymoon as they 
have taken their two children.

What was Stacey’s favourite mo-

-
ly seeing Tom and just thinking: 
“we have done it”, also at the end 
of the night we sat back and just 
thought: “wow!” We had the best 

proud we were of our family and 
friends for helping us. 

What about her top tops for a 

My top tips are: Go with the 

because when people say it goes 
too fast, it actually really does, it’s 

take it all in! Enjoy every single 
second!

that time of year… Autumn is on its way, 

and decide to focus on what we might want 
to achieve over the next few month as far as 

we are planning a wedding and are a keen to 
drop a dress size for the big day its always a 
good time to start.

And so around about now we’ll start to read 
more about weight loss pills, potions and 
patches that cost an absolute fortune.

So, lets look at it logically; all diets work, of 
course they do, if you’re consuming fewer calo-
ries than you were, you’re going to see a weight 
loss. But not all diets are healthy.

And what happened when you stop that diet, 

to your old eating habits and the weight will go 
back on. Simple.

not sustainable long term.
And secondly if you haven’t learned anything 

about the psychology of yourself as a Slimmer, 
if you haven’t learned about food and how its 
possible to eat normal, everyday food and still 

if you haven’t learned about the part activity 
plays in a healthy lifestyle and if you haven’t 
learned how much fun you can have and how 
much support you can get while doing all those 
things nothing will ever change.

So unless you’re really happy to keep dieting 
forever or taking the pills forever or you seri-

A realistic way. Not a diet but a healthy way 
of eating that we CAN keep doing forever. We 
need to change our eating habits so that we can 
still enjoy our food (because food isn’t a bad 

when we reach our target.
And that’s what Slimming World’s food op-

that we can enjoy and one that, when com-
bined with our individual activity programme, 
can help you have that fantabulous healthy 

provid the inpiration, motivation, help, support 
and fun that is so important to help you do that 
too.

 Keen to drop a dress 
 size? Optimise with 
 Slimming World

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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WELCOME DRINKS � TABLE WINE
TAILORED BAR � TOAST

TABLE WATER

LOCATED in Llawhaden, near Narberth 
serving Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and 

-

-

-

 Top Class Cars 
 for your wedding

A Top Class Car for Sean and Montana. 
(Pic. Beverley Thomas Photography)

 Wedding stories  Sean and Montana Willington

SEAN (30) and Montana (25)have been 
together nearly two years.They got engaged 
very quickly around six months after they 
met. Montana tells the story:

-

-

-

-

the bridesmaids with Nevaeh Evans (bride’s 
-

-

-

-

-

but Darren was the best last-minute brides-

Pics. Beverley Thomas Photography

Your Pembrokeshire Wedding
WEDDING PLANNER
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Your special day... Beside
the seaside, beside the sea...

Standing majestically on the
Esplanade in Tenby, with
spectacular views of South
Beach and over to Caldey

Island. the Giltar Hotel is the
perfect location for your

special day.

Our attention to detail,
customer service and

exquisitely prepared food
will create a day to

remember for you and your
guests

We offer complete wedding packages to take the stress
away from some of the organisation of your special
day. All packages can be customised to suit your needs.

Our in-house wedding coordinators work with you to
build the day of your dreams.

Choose from one of our wedding packages from £3,695
or build your own package to suit.

Our function rooms can accommodate both intimate
and larger weddings up to 100 day guests and 120

evening guests.

Licensed for civil ceremonies, we can see your wedding
day through seamlessly from beginning to end.

Waking up as newlyweds in the luxury of one of our
very popular Deluxe rooms.

Wedding packages f rom £3 ,695

Request a wedding pack or
book an appointment with

one of ourWedding
Coordinators today!

The Giltar Hotel
9 Esplanade, Tenby,

SA70 7DU
01834 842 507

www.giltar-hotel.co.uk

Scan our QR code for more information
and to request a wedding pack


