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10:00 Worship Service 
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Pastor: Mike Moulden 

Email: mikemoulden@firstchristianwinchester.org 

Office Hours: M,T,W,TH 9am-2pm 
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Pastor Mike’s Message 
Many Christians assume that immediately after Jesus died, rose from the dead and went back to 

heaven, that a leather-bound copy of the Bible descended from the sky. Complete with the 27 finalized 

books of the New Testament and Jesus’ words etched in red, this Bible was delivered to the church and 

has been studied ever since by Christians around the world. 

The reality is we did not have the New Testament in its complete form until 367 A.D., when Bishop 

Athanasius of Alexandria listed all 27 books of the New Testament for the first time. That is three 

centuries, 334 years to be exact, after Jesus’ ascension. Comparatively, that is like Jesus showing up in the 

Jamestown colony when it had only 75 people in it, teaching, dying, raising from the dead, and then the 

Bible coming together in its final form this Thursday right before we head out to Applebee’s for lunch. 

It is hard to imagine what it must have been like to be a Christian without a Bible. One hundred 

years after Jesus left, it appears that some churches had copies of the collected letters of Paul and a gospel 

or two, but that is it. Many had collections with books of debated authenticity that were later taken out. 

No one in the first and second century had a final New Testament like we have today. Whatever copies 

existed remained in the possession of the local church leadership. No one, it appears, owned their own 

copy of the Bible for personal “Bible study” unless they were wealthy enough to pay the substantial cost to 

have it transcribed. 

Besides, with the high rate of illiteracy among the social groups represented among the second and 

third century churches, having a personal copy of the Bible would have been useless anyway. Most 

Christians would not have been able to read it. 

I bring all this up to make one simple point: The modern-day church places a ridiculous amount of 

emphasis on Bible study. It is obvious, from historical observation alone, that one can be a sold-out, fully 

devoted, willing to die a martyr’s death follower of Jesus and spend next to no time practicing the 

spiritual discipline of Bible study. 

Do we think it is any coincidence that the period of the church’s greatest growth and expansion 

(33AD – mid 300’s AD) occurred during the time when there was not a Bible in every Christian’s hand and 

when there was not an obsessive preoccupation with Christians gathering to study it word by word, line 

by line and page by page? Many Christians today assume that to be a Christian means to have a personal 

relationship with the Bible instead of the risen Jesus. To be consumed with it. To obsess over its details. To 

memorize curiously meaningless trivia about it. To study its root words and the historical data behind 

every sentence, every chapter, and every book. 

But what if we are totally missing the point? What if one of the reasons we are so spiritually dead 

and the church is abysmally failing at its mission is not because we study the Bible too little, but too 

much? Instead of being out and about extending the works of the kingdom, Christians are using precious 

time excessively “studying the Bible” in groups and feeling quite content that if they are practicing the 

“spiritual disciplines” at home that they have done their duty and can call it a day. 

What does it matter if I never open my mouth and share my faith today? Or forgive those who do me 

wrong? Or share my money with those in need? Or my house with the homeless? All is good. I read my 

Bible today. You can know the Bible cold and still be a stranger to God. 

A seminary professor once met a man overseas who claimed he had memorized the OT. Not in 

English but in Hebrew. Every word! The professor did not believe him, so they agreed to meet again. 

“Where should we start?” the man asked. “Psalm 1,” the professor replied. For two hours, the man recited 

the text without hesitation while the professor followed along, stunned. Then came the shock.... The man 

was an atheist. He knew the Bible better than most Christians ever will and he did not believe in God. 

That story exposes something we do not like to admit. Scripture can be mastered without ever being 

obeyed. It can be handled, taught, and quoted all while never touching the heart. Information is not 

transformation. Familiarity is not faith. Jesus said it as plainly as it can be said: “Whoever has my 

commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.” (John 14:21) 

Not whoever has them and debates them. Not whoever has them and masters them. Whoever has 

them and keeps them. It is not enough to know the truth. When we obey the truth, it will be shown by our 

love for others and sharing the truth with them. What do you think? Do I have a point, or am I missing the 

point? 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 

                     

 

       

 *Senior Pastor: Mike Moulden    Email: mikemoulden@firstchristianwinchester.org           

   Office Hours: M,T,W,TH,  9am-2pm 

 *Chairman of the Board: Rick Edwards  Email: chairman@firstchristianwinchester.org 

 *Church office: Melissa Bucher   Email: info@firstchristianwinchester.org 

 *Newsletter: Mike Davis   Email: bellgirl.davis@yahoo.com 

 *Youth Director: Jamie & Lauren Bucher Email: youth@firstchristianwinchester.org 

 

Church Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/firstchristianwinchester 

First Christian Church  

75 Merrimans Lane 

Winchester, VA 

Financial Report 

        2026 General Operating Budget……$277,145.00       Amount needed weekly……$5,329.71 

                January 1st-21st   Amount Received……$16,413.00   Expenditures……$20,3849.90 

FEBRUARY GREETERS   

Date Entry Foyer Outside 

Feb. 1 Joann Betty Brad 

Feb. 8 Terri Diane B Rick 

Feb. 15 Laurie Diana Mark 

Feb.22 Tanya Kathy Lee Donnie 
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