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Sunday Worship Schedule

8:30 Sunday School
10:00 Worship Service

Pastor: Mike Moulden
Email: mikemoulden@firstchristianwinchester.org

Office Hours: M, T,W,TH 9am-2pm



Pastor Mike’s Message

Long ago in a quiet, crude place where animals sleep, Mary gave birth and felt the soft,
human skin of her firstborn. The humanity of this scene appropriately pulls us in for a closer look.

We can identify with Joseph’s confusion, with Mary’s wonder, and with the shepherds’
amazement about the Son of God’s quiet arrival in such an inhospitable world. All of those thoughts
are magnificent to ponder. But we cannot stop there. These are only an introduction to wonders far
deeper, far more significant. Just beneath the soft, newborn skin of this beautiful story is the flesh
and bone of a theological truth that is older than creation: God planned to send a Savior long before
time began.

At its heart, Christmas is the celebration of a promise God had made to provide a Savior and
King. That Person is His Son, Jesus—God-Man, conceived miraculously, taking on human flesh,
living among us in order to die in our place. The incarnation—God becoming flesh—is a doctrine
that remains foundational to everything we believe as Christians.

In telling the story of God the Son’s incarnation, the disciple, Matthew, expresses it this way:
“An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she
will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this
occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with
us.” (Matthew 1:20-23 NLT)

God’s promise to send a Savior reminds us of the reason we need a Savior in the first place.
When the original man, Adam, plunged all of humanity into sin because of his disobedience in the
garden of Eden, evil entered the bloodstream of humanity, polluting all who live in it. And each of
us has endorsed Adam’s tragic choice by adding our sin to his. The result is a world subject to pain
of every conceivable kind: hunger, thirst, sorrow, weariness, temptation, disease, prejudice, grief. ..
the list would be endless if it did not end with the ultimate evil: death. That is the world we live in.

In light of such bleak conditions in the world—and especially in our lives—it is not hard to
wonder: How can a good God allow evil to continue? The surprising answer: because He loves us. He
could have ended all evil before the fruit of the forbidden tree digested in Adam’s stomach. Let’s not
forget that the evil we would have God put an end to includes you and me. We brought, and we
continue to bring, evil upon ourselves and the world, and He would be entirely justified to condemn
us to suffer the twisted and tangled mess we made of His creation. But. .. He loves us. He is patient
with us. Why? The apostle Peter tells us: “He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants
everyone to repent” (2 Peter 3:9 NLT).

Just as one man (Adam) led all of humanity into rebellion, another man (Jesus) must
reconcile us to God. Who among us does not deserve the penalty of death because of sin? And if one
sinless person could be found, what mere mortal would have the power to die the death you and I
deserve yet be resurrected from the dead so that He could continue to represent us? The answer is
clear: only a human who is also God could do that!

Two millennia ago in a small, rugged Bethlehem barn, God the Son became Immanuel, “God
with us”—God incarnate. He lived as we live, suffered as we suffer, died as we die, yet without sin.
And He, being the God-Man, overcame the power of death in order to give us eternal life.

Who but Jesus possesses “the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord” (Philippians 2:9-11 NLT)? No one, living or dead, has transformed the human heart and
mind or changed the course of history as Jesus has. How could He accomplish what so many before
and since have failed to accomplish? The answer is both simple and profound: through the miracle
of the incarnation, our God became like us so that we could become like Him.

As you ponder the humanity of the first Christmas, remember that it is an invitation to walk
slower and think deeper. I invite you to touch the infant skin of the God-Man with your
imagination. I invite you to wonder as the shepherds wondered and to worship as the wise men did.
I urge you to imagine the infinite God in the body of a finite baby—just as Mary and Joseph saw.

You are the reason our God became incarnate—and so am I. The best gift we have ever
received came on that first Christmas—delivered in a Person from God the Father. .. to us. “Thank
God for this gift too wonderful for words!” (2 Corinthians 9:15 NLT).



First Christian Church
Youth Ministry

When young people grow in faith, the entire church grows with them. Their
excitement brings joy. Their questions bring depth. Their presence brings hope. A
church that invests in youth is a church that invests in the future of the gospel.

A Call to Encourage and Support Our Youth

Youth participation is not optional—it's essential. As a church family, we are called
to nurture, mentor, and walk alongside the next generation. When we encourage
them to engage in Bible study, join in fellowship, and serve with their gifts, we
empower them to become strong, faithful leaders who will carry the message of
Christ into the world.

Let us continue to pray for our young people, support their involvement, and
celebrate the many ways God is working in and through them.
The church grows when young hearts grow.

A huge THANK YOU to the children and families of the
Children's Enrichment Program at First Christian Church -
the month of October was SHARE month and in true sharing
fashion, they collected quarters (and dollars, too!) for First
Christian's laundry ministry!! Our laundry ministry serves
the community on the 2nd Saturday of each month from 9-
11lam at SuperSuds at 732 Berryville Avenue. Please feel free
to join us at any time - each and every laundry day holds its
own special blessings! If you would like to know more about
the laundry ministry, see Laurie Moulden or Tanya Long.







First Christian Church
Youth Ministry

December Youth Dates!
All events will be in the new youth room !!
(house basement)

High School Bible Study
Sunday, December 7th and 14th
6:00pm-7:00pm

Middle School Bible Study
Contact Tuesday, December 2™, 9" and 16" 630-730 pm
Jamie or Lauren “on the 16th we will celebrate Christmas together and have
with any questions! Dinner!
540-327-4041
4™ and 5" grade Bible Study
Thursday, December 4™, 11" and 18th 6:00-7:00

Kid’s Christmas Celebration!
Friday, December 19th k-5* 530pm-7:30pm

Jr. Church (Sunday mornings for k-8th)
12/7 When Angels appear......

- 12/14 The Birth of Christ
Happy Birtthday, Jesus! 12/21 Happy Birthday, Jesus!
12/28 Who were the WISEMEN?

Don’t forget to bring your bible!

December Greeter Schedule

Entry Foyer Outside
December 7 Betty Betsy Brad
December 14 Beverly Laurie Matt
December 21 Terri Diane Buck
December 28 Laurie Diana Mark
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OWEATER/OHIRT
PARTY"

12/19/25 530-7:30PM

Come dressed in your favorite

V'
" Christmas sweater or shirt and bu7777T

ready for fun!

There will be dinner, games, cra
and more!

Parents: RSVP for your child by
12/16, please '
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Financial Report

-4
$ “J'\ 2025 General Operating Budget......$218,115.00 Amount needed weekly......$4,194.52
o / November 1%-21""  Amount Received......$13,527.26 Expenditures......$14,976.93
First Christian Church
75 Merrimans Lane
Winchester, VA
*Senior Pastor: Mike Moulden Email: mikemoulden@firstchristianwinchester.org

Office Hours: M,T,W,TH, 9am-2pm

*Chairman of the Board: Rick Edwards Email: chairman@firstchristianwinchester.org
*Church office: Melissa Bucher Email: info@firstchristianwinchester.org
*Newsletter: Mike Davis Email: bellgirl.davis@yahoo.com

*Youth Director: Jamie & Lauren Bucher Email: youth@firstchristianwinchester.org

Church Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/firstchristianwinchester




First Christian Church

75 Merrimans Lane
Winchester, VA 22601-6203




