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Smarter Insurance for Agriculture.

Pete Spilker

Jake Sykes [ ]
Darin Baehr '.‘

3216 N. 6th

Beatrice, NE FARM BUREAU
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Satisfied Customers Are Our Best Ads
www.jimscarpet.com

Jim Oltman 308 Court St.
Brandy Scheer Beatrice, NE 68310
E-mail: jimscarpet@windstream.net (402) 228-3684

LINCOLN’S SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

PULSE & PANORAMA EXPLORING THE EXPANSE
EMOTIONAL TAPESTRY DECK THE HALLS
THE ORCHESTRA MOVES

LINCOLNSYMPHONY.COM | (402) 476-2211



2025-2026
Board of Directors

President
Mason Gustafson
Vice President
Ariason Snurr
Treasurer
Anna Francis
Secretary
Lori Koch
Board Members
Jetfery Davis, Dawn Hirschler,
Maria Lemus-Piccolo,
Matt McNiff, Wayne Price,
Jenny Sutphin,
& Danny Toland
Student Representative
Brielle Toland

Staff

Managing Artistic Director
Tyler J. Rinne
Associate Artistic Director
Mel Voorhis
Patron Services Manager
Grace Frahm
Technical Director
Natalia Kraviec
Costume Librarian
Lindsay Armstrong
Custodian
Nick Sutphin

Programming at Community Players
is made possible thanks to
generous support from

THE HEVELONE FOUNDATION

aact

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF COMMUNITY THEATRE

Improving Communities
One Theatre at a Time

P21 Chamber of Commerce
Gage County Tourism

Founded 1975
Our 215 Mainstage
Production
Season 50
Community Players engages and

enriches Southeast Nebraska through

the arts by deepening connections,
utilizing inclusive programming, and
producing quality live theatre.
Office Hours
M-F 10 am - 5 pm
Box Office Hours
M-F Noon - 5 pm &
2 hours prior to shows
Costume Shop Hours
W 5:30 - 7:30pm or by appointment
Visit us at
www.beatricecommunityplayers.com

‘1‘5.‘\3
NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT
Arts + Homanities

NEBRASKA ARTS COUNCIL LIVELIHOOD

The Nebraska Arts
agency, has supported this program
through its matching grants program
funded by the Nebraska Legislature,
the National Endowment for the Arts,
and the Nebraska Cultural Endowment.
Visit www.nebraskaartscouncil.gov for
information on how the Nebraska Arts

Council, a state

Council can assist your organization, or
how you can support the Nebraska
Cultural Endowment.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

LIVE UNITEDEES



Cast & Scenes

THE ODD COUPLE

By Neil Simon
Directed by Tyler ). Rinne

THE ODD COUPLE is presented by

arrangement with Concord Theatricals

on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.

www.concordtheatricals.com

Cast of Characters

Oscar Madison ..o Mason Gustafson
Felist UNGer .o Brandon Clark
SPCEA. e Jetf Carrel
IMIUITOY ittt Matt McNiff
Roy ................................................................................................. Callan Williams
VAT oo Alex Venneman*
Gwendolyn ........................................................................................... Ashley Hothan
CCIlY e Marissa Saure

* indicates CP Mainstage debut

Setting:
Oscar Madison's
NYC Apartment

Time:
Summer, 1969

Scenes:
ACT I - A hot summer night
ACT II, Scene 1 - Two weeks later. About 11 PM
There will be a 10 minute intermission
ACT II, Scene 2 - A few days later. About 8 PM
ACT III - The next evening. About 7:30 PM

No generative artificial intelligence (Al) was used
during this or any Community Players production.




GAGE COUNTY INVITES YOU TO

DPLORE

VISITBEATRICE.COM

—
402.205.3292 @@

/!\_‘ Ron & Brandy Scheer
116 N 5th Street

Beatrice, NE 68310

(402) 228-4085

QUALITY FURNITURE

Quality, Selection and Service scheerqualityfurniture.com
at Great Prices! scheerqualityfurniture @gmail.com

JONESGROUP

INSURANCE | FINANCIAL SERVICES \l\

HOME « AUTO « BUSINESS 2
FARM « LIFE « HEALTH @t/ed

Choice"
Where Knowledge is the Difference

402-223-4247 « 601 N. 6th St. « Beatrice
WWW.Jones-ins.com
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1 iomnyf ] HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND A

Summer Hours: April - September -
Wednesday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. N
il . 101 North 2nd Street
Winter Hours: October - March Beatrice. Nebraska, 68310

Thursday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Phone: 402-228-1679

Email: info(@gagecountyhistory.org

From November 25, 2025, to March 26, 2026, see the 50"
Website: gagecountyhistory.org

anniversary exhibit of Beatrice Community Players!
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DACRE

STATE GROUP Powered by

HOMESTEAD
HARMONIZERS

Come Sing With Us!
Mondays - 7:30 PM
First Presbyterian Church - Beatrice

— Let Us Sing For You!
Arrange a Performance

www.homesteadharmonizers.com

Follow us on Facebook




construction

LET'S BUILD YOUR BUSINESS.

<>
t CASPERS

= 402-228-1905
BEHLEN CaspersConstruction.com

Favorite Auto Parts Store
Thank You For Your Votes!

Know How

Since 1972
Over 50 Years in Beatrice
Locally Owned, Nationally Known

City Mortor SuppLy
612 Bell, Beatrice * 402.228.3488

BLAZN

—— GRILL WORKS —

X

KINNEY MFG

COMETAL=- CFAB- 5 WIRE




Production

Crews

Stage Manager
Natalie Gustafson

Assistant Stage Manager
Grace Frahm

Scenic & Sound Design
Tyler ). Rinne

Lighting Design
Mel Voorhis

Set Construction
Natalia Kraviee, Mason
Gustafson, Natalie Gustafson,
Nolan Marlatt, Bqﬂey Schwab,
& Joey Westerdale

Scene Painting
Natalia Kraviec & Tyler J. Rinne

Lights & Sound
Mel Voorhis, Brandon Clark,
Natalie Gustafson,
& Asher Wilkening

Props & Set Decoration
Jean Spﬂker & Jim Beran

Costumes & Design
Jenny Sutphin

Hair & Makeup
Ashley Hothan

Box Office

GI’O.C@ FIO.l’ll’l’l

House Managers

Jim MecNeal

Ushers & Concessions
Lindsay Armsh’ong, ]im MCN@QL
Shirley Monfgomery, Chris
Obbink, Heidi Price, Waymne Price,
& Wanda Redd

Show Logo
Tyler . Rinne

Special Thanks to Beatrice Daily Sun, KWBE, KUTT, Nebraska Public
Media, Scott Spilker, and the Estate of Dewane & Darlene Spilker

Any video and/or audio recording of this procluc’tion is s’cric’cly prohibi’ted.
Notice: So as not to disturb other patrons or the perforrners, patrons arriving late
or that exit the auditorium oluring the performqnce will be asked to remain in the
1obby until seated at an appropriate moment by the House Manager. A closed-
circuit TV is set up in the 1obby so you will not miss any of the perforrnclnce

| Shop Local!
Sun: Noon-4:30pm | Closed Tue | 827 W Court St. Beatrice, NE

Mon, Wed-Sat: 11lam-5:30pm | 402.223.0121




U-STep

CONVENIENCE SHOPS

BLLACK ROCK
GRILLE

- BEATRICE COUNTRY CLUB -

1301 Qak St.
Beatrice, NE 68310

402-223-2710 Ext. 3

Sunday 10AM-8PM

Blaclkburn 115 N STH STREET
TECHNOLOGIES D e

e Computer Maintenance & Service
e System Sales & Upgrades

o Network Administration

£

www.blackburntechnologies.com




Director’'s Note

Are you da Fehx or an OSCQI‘?

On the surface, that seems like an easy Buzzfeed
quiz question, someﬂ'ling as simple to puzzle out
as &etermining what Sex & The City character
you are, to reference some other famous fictional
NYC friends. But, for all of Felix's neat-freak
eccentricities and Oscar’s slovenly attitude and
short temper, these pair of suddenly single pcﬂs
carry more nuance than that. Why else would
they consider themselves friends, close enough to
see each other every Friday night for ritualistic

games of poker? Or even to move in Jrogefher?

Audiences may be ’tempted to puzzle out how these two met and even
began hanging out. Given The Odd Couple's penchant for being adapted
(into a Paramount film and into four different television series including an
animated show about a dog and a cat called The Oddball Coup]e), mcty]oe
we'll someday see a whole trilogy beginning with something like The Odd
Singles about their pre-Blanche and pre-Frances dating lives. But playwright
Neil Simon, and indeed our show, aren't concerned with what came before.
Instead, we join them at the crises of their lives: theylve both been clumpedA
And they both handle it exqcﬂy the same, by neither one of them chqnging

even one bit.

If youre an Oscar, you lean into your laziness, existing only for pleasure and
comfort. You enjoy the company of others, but not so much that you‘ﬂ put in
any unnecessary effort for them. Your dirty apartment and your winning
personodify should be enough If you're a Felix, you pay attention to not one
of your own needs, instead oloing every little thing to pamper your partners
within an inch of their lives If you're a Felix or an Oscar, you don't
compromise. If youre a Felix, you don't accept your fate; if youre an Oscar,
you do. But the end result is that youre still the same person that got dumped
in the first plqce.

So it's down to these two New Yorkers to mqybe rub off on each other a bit.
When they eventuqﬂy come to the end of their roommate status, mcty]oe
that cohabitation has left o grimy streak on Felix, and mctybe it's left a
bleached and sanitized blotch on Oscar. Either way, motybe they‘ve chotnged,
whether either of them choose to admit it or not. I'm not qsking you to decide
if youre a Felix or an Oscar, but I am hoping they leave a mark on you.

Enjoy the show, and definitely never move in with anyone like either of them.

Tyler J. Rinne
quqging Artistic Director
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1512 N. 6th Street « Beatrice, Nebraska
402-228-3319 roehrsmachinery.com
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MANUFACTURING & CONSTRUCTION

We offer comprehensive
construction services, from
new builds to storm repairs,

alongside custom 620 Court Street
manufacturing, design, Beatrice, NE 68310
welding, laser cutting, painting 402.230.8389
and assembly.

"A Charming Setting for the Event of
Your Dreams"

https://vintagevenuebeatrice.com

615 E Main St., Plymouth, NE N
402-656-5585

www.we-desigh.com

ISV

KRAVIEC MAURSTAD LAW, PC, LLO

CONSTRUCTION




Meet the Cast

Jeff Brandon Mason
Carrel Clark Gustafson

Matt Marissa Alex Callan
McNiff Saure Venneman Williams

SEE YOURSELF IN A FUTURE PROGRAM! g Fm-' ]

Community Players auditions are open to alll

Visit becﬁfricecommunityplqyers‘com/pqrficipq’[e

or scan the QR code to learn more about I'.

upcoming opportunities. Follow our Facebook &

Instqgrqm pages for regulqr updcﬁesl

Justin Scheele Store Hours:
Justin’s Neighborhood Meats, LLC Tues-Fri: Sam-7pm

STV

Closed: Sunday & Monday
1725 North 6th
NEIGHBORHOODMEATS

Beatrice, NE 68310

STORE: 402.230.3275
CELL: 402.806.9066
Scheele.justin@gmail.com

“Bringing people together™ Justinsmeats.com




The Odd Couple Bios

Jeff Carrel (Speed) returns to the Community quyers stage for his 15"
show. Some notable performances include The Nerd in 1996, Its A
Wonderful Life in 2007, and Peter and the Starcatcher in 2024. Jeff is a
Sales Manager at Premier Chevrolet GMC Beatrice. He's ready for everyone
to experience this "veteran cast oloing what they love to do - entertain

audiences.” ]eff has 3 dogs, 3 kids, and just recenﬂy became a grandpql

Brandon Clark (Felix Ungar) is back for his 28th onstage role including
The Three Musketeers, Puffs, Ordinary Days, and last season’s The Addams
Fami]y He has also worked on numerous shows behind the scenes with
hghﬁng & sound design, olirecﬁng, stage management, set construction, front
of house, etc. He works at the Homestead National Historical Park as an IT

Specialist. He's ready for audiences to bust a gut at the cast’s performance!

Mason Gustafson (Oscar Madison) returns to the CP stage hqving been in
many shows such as Farce of Habit, The Three Musketeers, and Clue: On
Stage. Mason is active at Community Players, serving as the President of
CP’s Board of Directors, helping with set construction, and directing four
shows at CP including last season’s Veronica's Room. Mason has also
potrhcipcﬁrecl in many shows in the Lincoln theatre scene incluchng ohrechng
various shows for the First Flight Festival at Angels Theatre Company and
acting in Predictor at Angels Theatre Compotny, Gross Indecency at Lincoln
Communify quyhouse, and the upcoming Rumors at Lofte Community
Theatre. He is an Installation Administrator at Capitol Heating & Air
Condiﬁoning in Lincoln. “This has been a bucket list show for a long time,

and it's a privilege to work with the people here to bring it to life”

BAGBY TRAVEL AGENCY

] 516 Ella = Beatrice, NE 68310

& LT ] ~.
0 i (402) 228-3391
h. Sy d www.baghytravel.com
S _w?,

o == @1
UNFORGETTABLE TGRS BEST PRICE GUARAKTEE BOGH WITH CONFIBENCE
Tress are the Svinga (e call hosme abousl g B yrms Hhr Besd deals amalos peri e e G dimally @wrad and cparsing S s fece past
Argring ey, thet will e yo el i it B 36 GaaL (Tes a4 poasialet crevel npe, Focumd on poar 1ef ersand

Pl R ST Ll




Brick and Mortar
Realty LLC

KRISTA WIEDEL Ready to Sell?

BROKER/OWNER _ _
402-239-9948 List with us!

Ashley Hothan (Gwendolyn Pigeon) joins us again for her 13th show,
having been seen in Puffs, Clue: On Stage, and The Lion in Winter. She has
helped with various jobs behind the scenes including Hair & Motkeup,
Costuming, and Lights & Sound. Ashley also could be seen in The Hunchback
of Notre Dame at Nebraska Communities Playhouse. She works at U.S. Bank
as a Client Relqtionship Consultant. ‘It's been my absolute pleqsure to be a
part of this produchon - hopefuﬂy us Pigeon Sisters won't make you ¢coo-coo

with our anties!”

Matt McNiff (Murray) makes his return to the Community Players' stage
after an eleven—years hiatus from performing here. He was in Comp]efe]y
Hollywood (Abridged), Every Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then Somel),
The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon, and Sylvia. He also directed Tuesdays
With Morrie and currenﬂy serves on the CP Board of Directors. Matt works at
Educational Service Unit #5 as a Behavior Consultant. T want to thank my
wife Brenda and sons, Jackson and Ben, for encouraging me to get back into
theater after all of these years. This may have been a ploy to get me out of
the house but [ am okay with that. Anyone who knows me knows that, like
Murray, all [ need is a 30 cent key and some corned beef and cabbage to fill
my heart. Thanks again, Brenda.”
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That’s why companies turn to us for help in
designing their company’s materials.
From full-color brochures to single color
business cards.
223-3666 We can design your printed piece to give your

e p company the first impression you deserve.
c/.lrbor" IniC _

1703 N gth Street » Beatrice and 1102 Broadway « Marysville, KS

Marissa Saure (Cecily Pigeon) is back at CP having appeared most
recenﬂy in last season’'s The Addams Fami]y and Miss Bennet: Christmas
as Pemberley at Community quyers. She has helped behind the scenes for
many shows here including choreographing Hadestown: Teen Edition
and stage managing The Sound of Music. Marissa also performs around
Lincoln including in Cabaret, Something Rotten, and Little Shop of
Horrors at Lincoln Community Playhouse and Newsies at Pinewood
Performing Arts. She is a Trqining and Events Mcrncrger at CIP
Communities in Lincoln. "Thank you to Tyler, my dog Bella, and all of
you for your support!”

Alex Venneman (Vinnie) is on the Community Players stage for his first

Mainsrage show after performing in eighr Sfctge Door shows including

The Island of Dr. Libris, The Last Ticket Out of Thistleberry Thicket, and
The Hobbit. He has also done Lights & Sound for 10 shows at Community
Players. He also was active in the Beatrice High School theatre
depqrtment where he acted in 7 shows, helpecl with tech on 3 shows, and
co-directed 1 show. Alex is currenﬂy a sophornore at the Universiry of

Nebraska-Lincoln stucﬂ[ying Audio Engineering.

Callan Williams (Roy) is a regular at CP with this being his 46"
onstage role, but he has worked behind the scenes on many more as well
as serving on the Board of Directors. Callan works at Hybrid Turkeys as a
Maintenance Manager‘ Technicaﬂy it is a cornecly SO you will 1augh But
there is a story of two very different people learning to accept each other
olespire their differences. "As orlworys, thanks to my wife Cindy for her
support. She misses me when [ rehearse. Thanks to all of you who have
attended ronighr to be entertained, you are the most important theater

porrricipanf”



Natalie Gustafson (S’co.ge Manager) is stage managing for the third time in
the past year, having worked on last season’s Veronica’'s Room and Farce of
Habit. She has also performed onstage in many CP produc’fions, including
Godspell, She Loves Me, Ordinary Days, as well as the upcoming Sweeney
Todd Natalie works as a School Counselor at Beatrice Elementary School.
"Mason— What a joy it has been to watch you bring Oscar Madison to life!
Thanks for spending all your nighfs with me at the theater.”

Grace Frahm (Assistant Stage Manager) joins the Community Players stage
management team for the first time, but has spent plenty of time on and off
the CP stage. Patrons might recognize her from behind the front desk as she
has served as the Patron Services Manager at Community Players for a little
over a year. Thank you to all of our front-of-house volunteers who have
responded to my countless emails & posts and made my job much easier!”

Tyler ). Rinne (Director) is the Managing Artistic Director at Community
Players, where he has directed over 50 shows, including The Sound of Music,
Misery, Clue: On Stage, Shipwrecked An Entertainment, and The Lion in
Winter, as well as the youth productions The NeverEnding Story, Charlotte's
Web, and Disney's Frozen JR. Tyler has written multiple shows for the stage,
including the pubhshed pldys Forest Paths (YouthPLAYS) and The Rest of
the West (Pioneer Drama). An award-winning actor, favorite roles include
appearances in Peter & The Starcatcher, Popcorn Falls, The 39 Sfeps,
I\/[oonlig]fnL & Mctgno]ias, and Hunter Gatherers. He is the Nebraska State

Representqﬁve for the American Association of Community Theatres.

%9 Farm Credit Services of America

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR
AGRICULTURAL FINANCING NEEDS

Beatrice and Lincoln, Nebraska | 402.223.2385

Agriculture Works Here.. > 27848

CIBAWIEQIBLD Amanda
e LAIBSON

HEATING & AIR
DUCT CLEANING
02=520=2408 A02=239=18086




Let Us Put the Spotlight on Your Retirement

Investment Strategies

402.223.3433

Garnettinvestments.com

AIF, CPFA

Primary Wealth Management, LLC (“Primary”) is a SEC registered investment adviser whose prifi€ig f

In the spotlight: M

yo U, Membersown

We’re here to support
your next financial act.

MembersOwnCU.org | 402.223.4204 | 2600 Eastside Blvd |_

When you want to experience

DRARMA

Go to the theatre, not the car dealership.

DUTEAU

c HEVROLET Matt Jurgens
Sales Consultant
Lriven by yout. 402-239-5670

27th & Pine Lake - Lincoln,NE mjurgens@duteau.com
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giving back, always moving forward. = Plnnacle Bank
BEATRICE 523 Court Street, 402.228.3333 X4 MEMBER FDIC
523 N. éth Street, 402.228.3461 ¢ pinnbank.com

BECKS HROCH

SEED SALES

.‘ Marc Hroch, Dealer
A 402-223-8078

“Founded in Faith, Forged in America”

Nebraska is togetherness. Forever <

LINCOLN
'Gp COMMUNITY
\ PLAYHOUSE

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT LINCOLNPLAYHOUSE.COM

The Diary of
Anne Frank

November = 5
AUGUST The Musical
za e 11N 7-8, 13-16 & 20-23 DECEMBER

810 16175 99-9 U o dLRlA
8-16, 15-17 5 22-24 § 12-14 & 19-21

APRIL
17-19 & 24-26




Communii'y P]ayers, Inc.
2025-20926 First Nighfer Patrons

Diamond Patrons ($2,500)
Mqrﬂyn Coffin
]ohn & Vieki Rinne

Platinum Patrons ($1,200)

Anonymous
Elizabeth Claassen U H “_—.DH N@

TIU.dY Dueck

Shirley Mon’rgomery TECHMC

Gold Patrons ($650)
Rosalie Duffy

Brent & Valerie Frahm
Roger & Karen Girch

Mason & Natalie Gustafson
Phil & ]udi Knowles

Charles & Laureen Riedesel
Tyler Rinne & Marissa Saure

Krista Wiedel
Southwick Chiroprqc’[ic

Silver Pcﬂrons ($500) & Overhead Doors - Operators -
Charles & Donna Bentjen l.'i " Seamless Gutters -
ales

- Service - Installation

TWYIO. BIO_Y

Brenda Carnes Blue Valley
Jeff & Brenda Davis
Dawn Hirschler 5320 West State Hwy. 4 - Beatrice, NE
Rod & Lori Koch 402-228-1276 - BlueValleyDoor.com
Barrie & Ann Luers a8  Fan

JIES ot
Marilyn McMahon i‘?ﬂm 2
]] Purdom Your trusted choice for

Commercial, Agricultural & Residential doors!
Barbarq Remmers

Dianne Springer

Mot:ry Beth Tuttle

Callan & Cindy Williams
Kraviec Maurstad Law, PC, LLO



First Nighter Patrons ($200)
Darryl Baker

Erna Beach

Marilee Brinkmeyer

Vicki Cain

Brandon Clark

Jan Dalke Anderson

Mark & Angy Essam

Tim & Mqry Graff

Joel & Donna Gustafson

LANDMARK

IMPLEMENT
Sheryl Harring{on

Connie Hartig

]iH Helmke

Rich & Linda Hovendick
Merle & Jane Jobman
Allen & Deb Langdale
Mickey Larkins

Oliver & Zita Lomax
Robert & Dorofhy MecLellan
Doug & Joanne Neemann
Mari-Ann Pesek

Wayne & Heidi Price
Chuck & Cheryl Rabsteinek
Dwight & Barbara Schmidt
Roselyn Shaffer

Steven Shively

Noah & Ariason Snurr
Scott & Jean Spilker

Doris Thornburg

Janice Waltke

Greg & LOUO.I’ll’l WQQVQI

SCOOTER'S

.{
(o) W\
O7ep 1y QUPY

®

2305 N 6th Street

Want your name to )
be included in the Beatrice, NE 68310
next program? Ph: 402-806-4202

Learn more about Er”‘ E
becoming a First Bar Mon - Fri: 5:00a-9:00p
Nighter by scanning &=+ Sat - Sun: 6:00a-8:00
the QR codel! "Eﬂ'qxﬁ P



Phone: 402.223.4140

PrAzA RIDGE DENTAL 110 Eastside Boulevard, Suite A
for the smiles in your world Bea tI‘iC('_‘, NE 68310

Jason C. Roche, D.D.S.
Krista K. Haake, D.D.S.
Ty

Security
First
Bank

A relationship you can count on.

www.securitylstbank.com

BEATRICE * CLATONIA « CORTLAND -« BLUE SPRIN§§ * LINCOLN

MEET THE STARS ‘ x
OF OUR SHOW AT -

exmark.com

Beatrice, NE L

JERRY L. SHELTON

Attorney at Law

(402) 223-4088

508 Court Street, Suite 103
Beatrice, Nebraska 68310




50 Years of CP History

Community Ployers was born in a basement in 1975. With the support of
the City Parks and Recreation Deportment people interested in formmg a
community theatre gothered in the basement of the Beatrice City
Auditorium to share ideas. All in attendance, a mixture of performers and
organizers, ctgreeol that in order to become an independent and viable
organization, funds must be raised. The comedy A Gown For His Mistress
was stoged as o dinner theatre produchon in the dining room of the
Beatrice Inn, and proceeds were used fo raise enough copitol to begin
Community Players.

From the originol group of interested parties, officers and nine Board
Members were elected and bylows were drawn up to form what is now a
nonprofit arts organization. Terry Terhune, a local performer and barber,

was elected the first Board President.

Unlike most newly founded community theatres, CP felt it was important to
have a full-time professionol artistic director on staff from the very
beginning. To afford this, the First Nighter concept was created. This began
with five couples hos’ting dinners for 20-30 people and clorrormg $100.
These initial five then solicited 20 hosts to provide dinner and donate $100
and so on and so on before the premier performance of each season. All
hosts and attendees also purchosed Season Tickets.

Rehearsals and productiorrs durmg the mougurod Communify Ployers season
were held in the Lodge Room of the old Elks building, since torn down, next
to the current Beatrice Police Department. All sets had to be struck and
removed to accommodate Lodge meetings, rehearsals were held around
Lodge functions, and patrons had to climb a lorrg ﬂight of steep stairs to
attend shows. Bockstoge space was so inodequore that performers had to sit
on a wooden stool under a single light bulb to opply stage mokeup. Despite
these difficulties, a successful season was preserrted and Community Ployers
was launched as a viable arts organization.

For the next three and a half years, CP was permiﬁed use of a buildmg at
Southeast Community College. Through hours of volunteer labor, this
]ouilding became the compony's first permanent home. These three seasons
not only included regulor season shows, but three dinner theatre
performances, a Children’s Theatre summer production, and a visit from the
Nebraska Theatre Caravan. Only a fire could drive CP from their new
home. Following the closing performance of The Stingiest Man in Town, the
first produchon of the fifth season, the theatre was attacked by firebomb.
Despire this terrible loss, things could have been much worse; thousands of
dollars” worth of rented costumes had been pockoged and shipped out of the
building orﬂy hours before the coﬁrosrrophic attack. Remoinmg performonces
during the season were held at the Beatrice High School Little Theatre and
the 4-H Building on the Gage County Fairgrounds.



Fox Funeral Home

& Cremation Services

Where the difference is in the Caring

« Traditional Services « Cremation « Preplanning
« Competitive Pricing « Superior Service
Chapels in Beatrice, Adams, Sterling,
and Servicing the Surrounding Areas.

CHRl’S & 'l:lM()Rl:E
402-223-4096 * www.foxfuneralhome.net KLINGLER

W\ MEAD

SN  LUMBER

Building better communities
and brighter futures.

First
S::E:\Ste‘)) 1FSB.BANK

BEATRICE ] 560 Sargent Street | 402.230.9359 Member FDIC
m’\%-\

Blg Bﬁte B35
Bike Co Eric Kielian
Sales and Repairs 402-730-3035

www.bigbluebikene.com 719 Market St, Suite A
bigbluebikeco@yahoo.com Beatrice, NE 68310




During that year, the Board of Directors appointed a Building Search
Committee. Instrumental in the search was Artistic Director Larry Olsen, who
rented and created a renovation plan for a former Qutobody shop and
moforcycle garage on Ella Street in downtown Beatrice. Thanks to the vision
of Olsen and the work of countless volunteers, a black box theatre was
olesigned. Insurance money began the renovation project, and fundraising
efforts included a radio-thon, fashion show, variety “Broqdwqy Showecase,”
and tickets to the local movie premiere of On Golden Pond, which CP had

produced onstage to great acclaim prior to the film's release.

The building, built in 1948, was originqﬂy rented from American Charter.
Due to internal changes within the rental company, the Board became fearful
of 1osing the lease. Everette Jones, a past Board President and staunch CP
supporter, purchctseol the buﬂding from American Charter and leased it to the
theatre, eventuqﬂy working out a purchctse plan. To date, CP still owns and
operates out of the building

[n 1997, Jamie Ulmer began his 25-year tenure as Managing Artistic Director,
mqking him Community quyers‘ 1ongesf—serving chief executive officer when
he left the organization in equy 20923. Between 1999-2003, CP Qccomplished
a cctpitql fundrqising campaign for buﬂding improvemen’rs and renovations.
These included purchasing a new hghﬁng system and renovating the
buﬂding's fagctole, among other projects.

Sfctffing has increased olrctmotﬁcotﬂy since that first pcticl Artistic Director. In
2004, CP upgraded to computerized box office software and expanded the
staff to include a part-time Box Office Manager. This position has since
become a full-time Patron Services Manager. The positions of Costume
Librarian and Associate Artistic Director were added in 2007 and 201],
respechvely A Technical Director, created to ease the proolucﬁon burden on

Board and staff, was added in 2024.

Community Players received the Governor's Arts Award for Organizational
Achievement from the Nebraska Arts Council in 2006. Perhaps of equal
importance, new auditorium seating was installed in 2008 to replqce the
paolded folding chairs used by the organization for 20 years. Funds for this
project were raised in a matter of months, and leftover funds were used to
install new auditorium air condihoning units the foﬂowing year.

Since 2008, the organization has potrhcipqted in the Nebraska Association of
Communify Theatres' biannual one-act festivals, aolvctncing to regional
festivals almost every cycle.

A significctnf expansion in programming occurred in 2010-2011. Not only did
the slate of regular season shows grow to six, but a series of youth,
educational, and fqmﬂy programming launched under the banner of S’rqge
Door. Most significantly, this included a merger with the Beatrice Children'’s
Theatre and the creation of the Stars of Summer and Acting Up programs.



No one was left unaffected during a global pandemic that began in 2020.
Comrnunity Plctyers stoyed active by staging virtual events, uﬁhzing small-cast
producﬁons with hvesrreorning options, and maintaining  strict sofety and
health standards across all sectors. Thanks to generous supporters, adop’toble
volunteers, and strong leqdership, live theatre did not go away during this
unprecedented time.

Community Ployers currenﬂy has a staff of five, led by Monoging Artistic
Director Tyler ] Rinne, who has been active with the theatre since 2007 and
became the orgonizotﬁon's first Associate Director in 2011 before Jtotl«:ing over as
chief executive officer following Ulmers departure in 2023. Current
programming highhghts include the Young Adult Theatre program for high
school and coﬂege students, a robust selection of populor musicals and
boundory—pushing pldys, and a focus on ctccessibﬂity and sensory—friendly
efforts to ensure that the arts belong to all.

The First Nighter program that helped launch the organization is still going
strong as CP celebrates its 50th Anniversary Season in 2025-2026. Looking
to the future, the organization must address the limitations in size and
duro]oﬂify of the buﬂding Jthey moved into in 1983. With the support of the
community, the talent of artists and performers, and the dedication of the
Board and staff, Community Players will continue to lead southeast
Nebraska to stardom as a center for excellence in the performing arts.

Join us for the

2025 - 2026 Season

[t's time to celebratel Community Players' 50th Anniversary Season is
upon us, and you won't want to miss a single exciting show. This
season, we're celebro’fing our past by producing audience favorites like
The Odd Couple and Annie, we're staying in the present with the
brand-new shows Quiz and The Co’l"l'age, and we're looking to the
future by commissioning a world premiere production, Marian:
Princess of Thieves. Season Memberships are on sale now which comes
with many perks including speciol Thank
Yous, discounted tickets, free popcorn, etc. You
can purchdse Season Tickets at the front desk,
by scanning the QR code below, or by going

to www .beatricecommunityplayers.com.

Don’t waitl Memberships are only
available until September 14!




Coming Attractions

Sweeney Todd Eﬁﬁg

Mainstage

Performances: October 24 - November 2, 2025

On the hunt for a corrupt judge that stole his wife, r

wrongfully banished barber Sweeney Todd will stop umm
at nothing for vengeance, so he forms an unlikely partnership with
Mrs. Lovett, who serves up the worst pies in 19th century London
underneath his former shop. Together, they wreak havoc on Fleet
Street and serve up the hottest—and most unsettling—pies in London.

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe E
Acting Up Fall Semester

Performances: November 21 - 23, 2025

Enter the wardrobe with Lucy, Edmund, Susan, and
Peter and journey to Narnia, where the lion Aslan
battles the White Witch for control of their mctgiccd .

land. Can Edmund resist the Witch's Jte1rr1];)JtctJtion? Can Peter sloty the
evil wolf? And who will be crowned the new ruler of Narnia? This
story of love, faith, and the Jflriumph of good over evil is a celebration

of the wonders of childhood and life.

50" Season Schedule
SWEENEY TODD
Mainstage | October 24-26 & 31-November 2, 2025

THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE
Acting Up | November 21-23, 2025

Community Players Exhibit @ the Gage County Museum
Special Event | November 25, 2025 - March 26, 2026

Dick Terhune’'s A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Speciql Event | December 11-14, 2025

50th Anniversary Gala @ Black Rock Grille
Special Event | January 24, 2026

Qulz
Motinsfotge | February 13-15 & 20-292, 2026

THE COTTAGE
Mainstage | April 10-12 & 17-19, 2026

MARIAN: PRINCESS OF THIEVES
Acﬁng Up | MOY 1-3, 2026

ANNIE
Mainstage | June 4-7 & 1114, 2026
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WEALTH MANAGEMENT

722 Court St - Beatrice, NE 68310

(402) 205-8511

Tony Hinz, CRPS®

Ben Kidder, CRPS®

Jody Starr, CFP®

Anthony Schnuelle, AAMS®

Investment products and services are offered through Wells
Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member
SIPC. Any other referenced entity is separate from WFAFN



