Service For the Lord’s Day
Sunday, March 22, 2026
The Fifth Sunday in Lent Liturgist: John Poitevent

WELCOME

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

RESPONSIVE CALL TO GATHER FROM PSALM 130 - Vs
1&2

LEADER: Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my
voice.

ALL: Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. Let
us worship God!

GATHERING PRAYER

O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls
that love you, strength of the thoughts that seek you:
help us so to know you and so to love you that we may
fully serve you, whose service is perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN “Let Us with a Gladsome Mind” Hymn #31

Let us with a gladsome mind
praise the Lord who is so kind:
for God's mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

God, with all-commanding might,
filled the new-made world with light:
for God's mercies shall endure,

ever faithful, ever sure.

All things living God does feed;
with full measure, meets their need:
for God's mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.



Let us with a gladsome mind
praise the Lord who is so kind:
for God's mercies shall endure,
ever faithful, ever sure.

CONFESSION & PARDON

LEADER: Psalm 130 reminds us that our God is a loving and
merciful God. Let us come before God now, first, together and
then privately and silently, to confess our sin.

ALL: God, we are a busy people. We become pre-
occupied with the demands of work, our relationships,
and our communities. We tend to focus on our own
needs and fail to see the needs of those around us. We
do that which we should not and fail to do that which
we should. We ask for your forgiveness and for your
guidance in following the path you have set before us.
Hear us now as we humbly come before you silently and
privately to confess our sin. And so now in silence we
confess our own sins.

LEADER: “If you, God, kept records of our wrongdoings, who
would stand a chance? As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit,
and that’s why you’re worshiped. Friends, through the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

Gloria Patri  “Glory Be to the Father” Hymn #581
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World
without end, Amen, amen.”

ANTHEM “Love Grows Here” Chancel Choir

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Ezekiel 37:1-14 p.618, OT
Romans 8:6-11 p.120, NT
John 11:1-45 p.80, NT

Ezekiel 37:1-14 p.618, OT



37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me
out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O
Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of

the Lord. ® Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you
and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin
and put breathin you, and you shall live, and you shall know
that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. 81 looked, and there
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ? Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” 1°T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 2 Therefore prophesy
and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open
your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people,
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. * And you shall
know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act, says the Lord.”

Romans 8:6-11 p.120, NT

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit is life and peace. ” For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, & and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ° But if Christ is in you,



then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

John 11:1-45 p.80, NT

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to

Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” ® Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there

again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. *° But those who walk
at night stumble because the light is not in them.” ! After
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” *2 The disciples said to
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought
that he was referring merely to sleep. * Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ** For your sake I am glad I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ¢ Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

1”When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. !® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
some two miles away, '* and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 22 When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of

him.” 22 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise



again.” 2* Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day.” 2° Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling
for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went
to him. 3 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. 3! The Jews who
were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” 3 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. 3* He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 3° Jesus began to
weep. ¢ So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?”

%8 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 3° Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead
four days.” 4° Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?” #! So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank
you for having heard me. #[ knew that you always hear me, but
[ have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” #* When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind
him, and let him go.”

4 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

This is the word of the Lord



Thanks be to God.
SERMON “The Word Becomes Flesh!” Terry Albright
AFIRMATION OF FAITH Hymnal p.35

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (with the Lord’s Prayer)
Hymnal p.35

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING MUSIC Tommy Clay, Jr.

DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Hymn #606

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

HYMN “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” Hymn #250

In the bulb there is a flower;
in the seed, an apple tree;

in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butterflies will soon be free!



In the cold and snow of winter
there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence,
seeking word and melody;

there’s a dawn in every darkness,
bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future;
what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning;

in our time, infinity;

in our doubt there is believing;
in our life, eternity.

In our death, a resurrection;

at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

BLESSING AND CHARGE

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place”

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;
I can feel His mighty power and His grace.
I can hear the brush of angel's wings,
[ see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

POSTLUDE Tommy Clay, Jr.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: (Details on our website, Facebook,
Realm & 386-385-3040.)

Church Activities

Small Groups-Sunday 9:15 am; Tues. 4:00 pm; Wed. 5:00 pm.
Presbyterian Women-Circles meet every 2" Tuesday,
10:30am & 6:30pm.

Social Connections-Thurs.1pm in Zoom Rm. Contact
Shaaron Kohl 864-378-7032.




Quilting Group-Friday’s at 10:00 in the Zoom Room,
Welcoming new members.

Outreach Ministries

Bread of Life- March needs are Bottled Water, Mild Chili
Seasoning packets, Barbeque Sauce,

Salad Dressing packets (any flavor).

Shower Ministry-Thurs. from 2-6pm

PC3 Ministry-Monday 2-6pm

Meridian/Grace Market Place-Thurs. 2-4pm in the Bartram
Rm a representative for assistance.

CDC (Chemical Dependency Counseling)-Mon. 8-12; Tues.
8-6, Wed. 8-6, Sat. 8-6.

Church Calendar
4-17 RCMA 8:00am WH

Lent Noon Service-Music and Meditation (Sanctuary)
Wed. March 25 Old-Fashioned Hymn sing curated by pianist
extraordinaire Jeannie Brown.

Wed. April 1 - Tracey Mclnnis - Marimba

OTHER EVENTS

Sat. March 21 - Palm Cross Making Fellowship - 10:00 AM.
(Zoom Room)

Thur. April 2 - Simple Maundy Thursday Meal & Communion
around the table. 6:00

Kairos Prison Ministry

4-4-26 11-4pm team mtg and lunch

4-17 &18-26 1-6pm meal prep

4-19-26 10-1pm meal prep

Overnight housing with showers 4-16-18-26 2pm-7am (possible
10 guests)

Financial Report
2026 Financial Report/Operating Budget

Total Received  Total Spent Surplus(deficit)
January $ 22,695 $ 18,906 $ 3,789
February $16,471 $18,873 % $(2,402)
Year to Date $ 39,166 $ 37,779 $1,3887

The Brick Opportunity o build a space rooted in legacy,
community, and faith, one brick at a time. (#31) For more details
go to our website fpcpalatka.com.




