
 

December 16, 2025

Important Upcoming Dates

Click here to request Steve join your congregation in
worship.

December 24-26 | Christmas Holiday -- Presbytery Offices Closed
January 1 | New Year's Day -- Presbytery Offices Closed
January 11 | Rev. Kara Wheeler's Installation Service

View all of our events on our calendar.

‘Christmas itself is by grace. It could never have survived our own blindness and
depredations otherwise. It could never have happened otherwise. Perhaps it is the
very wildness and strangeness of the grace that has led us to try to tame it. We have
tried to make it habitable. We have roofed it in and furnished it. We have reduced it
to an occasion we feel at home with, at best a touching and beautiful occasion, at
worst a trite and cloying one. 

But if the Christmas event in itself is indeed as a matter of cold, hard fact all it's
cracked up to be, then even at best our efforts are misleading. 

The Word become flesh. Ultimate Mystery born with a skull you could crush one-
handed. Incarnation. It is not tame. It is not touching. It is not beautiful. It is
uninhabitable terror. It is unthinkable darkness riven with unbearable light. Agonized
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laboring led to it, vast upheavals of intergalactic space/time split apart, a wrenching
and tearing of the very sinews of reality itself. You can only cover your eyes and
shudder before it, before this: 
"God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God . . . who for us and for our
salvation," as the Nicene Creed puts it, "came down from heaven." Came down.
Only then do we dare uncover our eyes and see what we can see. It is the
Resurrection and the Life she holds in her arms.’

— Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark (1988), p.28-29.

Wishing you and yours Christmas full of wildness, mystery and incarnational glory!
Live in hope,

#ProvidentiallyTogether

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/providentiallytogether/






SC5 School of Theology: ​
​Registration Opens Late January



Reignite Your Pentecost
Preaching
What if this coming Pentecost season,
you didn’t just preach another sermon, but
ignited a fire in the hearts of your
congregation?

We’re thrilled to invite you to Reignite
Your Pentecost Preaching — a powerful,
one‑day workshop designed just for



clergy and commissioned pastors like
you. 

Read More

New Resource

It's easier than ever to have mission tools at your fingertips. Providence Presbytery
has a new Digital Mission Education Library available. This library is full of resources
-- booklets, videos and podcasts relating to Providence Presbytery's Missions.
Mission Consultant Dr. Eric Robinson is continually adding resources to this library
and welcomes any additions you think may be helpful. Don't hesitate to reach out to
him with questions or ideas!

Click Here To Access The
Library

2026 Providence Presbytery Stated Meetings
February 15, 2026 | Faith Presbyterian, Indian Land, SC | 2:30 p.m.
May 17, 2026 | Oakland Avenue Presbyterian, Rock Hill, SC | 2:30 p.m.
August 16, 2026 | Virtual | 1:30 p.m.
November 8, 2026 | Riverview Presbyterian, Fort Mill, SC | 2:30 p.m.

Providence Presbytery Staff Members
 

Executive Presbyter: Rev. Dr. Steve Lindsley
Stated Clerk: Rev. Dr. David Bender
Business Administrator: Rose Lemmons-Berry
Mission Consultant: Eric Robinson
Technology & Communications Coordinator: Katie Rutland

Newsletter Submissions
Do you have content or announcements for the Presbytery Newsletter? It will be

published every other Tuesday. ​Please send items to be included to Katie no later
than the Friday before publication.
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