
 

January 20, 2026

Important Upcoming Dates

Click here to request Steve join your congregation in worship.

February 15 | Stated Meeting of Providence Presbytery ﻿
﻿(save time and register early here!)
February 19 | Webinar: The Ministry Toolbox
February 23 | Educators' Gathering

In the days following the ICE shooting in Minneapolis earlier this month, I came across a
quote in my Facebook feed that has stayed with me - and I suspect will continue to do so.
It’s from British-Indian poet Nikita Gill:

The rage you are feeling
Comes from the same place
Inside your heart as the love.

I find this deeply resonant, no matter where one stands on today’s hot-button political
issues. We are living in a rage-filled - indeed, raging - society, where it is all too easy to
become upset, fly off the handle, demonize the other. And often this happens precisely
because there are things we care deeply about - people, principles, values. The mistake
we sometimes make is letting our passion for those things supersede the people involved
- and when that happens, our love can quickly slip into rage.

Our country is divided. Those divisions frequently surface within our communities and
institutions - families included, and yes, the church. This is nothing new for us as Jesus-
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followers. Roughly three-quarters of the New Testament consists of letters written to
churches,nearly all of which address some form of conflict. Much of that conflict arose
among passionate people who cared deeply about their faith and their communities - and
when tensions emerged, their love gave way to rage.

But here’s the grace-filled truth: when we step back and make room for the Spirit to do its
work, we begin to see the wisdom Gill names so beautifully - that it all begins with love.
And from that place, with God’s help, we see those around us the way Jesus sees them,
choosing to return to love rather than slipping into rage. After all, this is what Jesus taught
and embodied with every his breath:

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.

The love Jesus calls us to is rooted in a deep sense of right and wrong, of justice and
injustice - but never at the expense of another person’s dignity or worth, much less their
very life. We are most fully the church of Jesus Christ when we recognize the love at the
heart of all that we cherish and hold dear, and allow that love to lead the way.

Thank you, Providence Presbytery, for always leading with love!

#ProvidentiallyTogether

You're Invited

On February 7, at 6 p.m. At Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church, we will have a
fundraising dinner for both Frontera de Cristo, a Presbyterian border ministry located
on the Arizona-Mexico border, and our own local Carolina Immigrant Alliance. 

We will have a BBQ dinner and hear a great panel presentation from local
immigrants who will share aspects of their personal migration stories. The fundraiser
costs $25 for adults and $15 for students/children. Please plan to come and invite
your friends!

Registration information is on Realm.
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News From Bethelwoods

mailto:williamsv@winthrop.edu
mailto:williamsv@winthrop.edu


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLKqDjyTsNYKSqSWO79wlY6q3hnVvL2FoKK0qhKlzoZ1OwXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLKqDjyTsNYKSqSWO79wlY6q3hnVvL2FoKK0qhKlzoZ1OwXg/viewform


Upcoming Grief Workshop

Registration Closes Thursday
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Webinar: The Ministry Toolbox
Our spiritual gifts mean we naturally have many different tools at our disposal in our
toolbox, but sometimes those tools may need a little sharpening.
Enter: The Ministry Toolbox of Providence Presbytery. 

We’ve invited experts in various areas to join us in a monthly live webinar where they will
present information on their area of ministry expertise, then we will have a Q&A session.
We hope you can join us!

February’s topic is: Shared Ministry with Jerry Cannon. The conversation will take place
February 19 from 7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. Please click here for more information and to
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register and get the zoom link.

Leaderfest 2026 Registration Open

The Community of Faith is proud to once again host Leaderfest. This year's event will be
led by Stephen Ministry leadership on Saturday, March 28th at Unity Presbyterian Church.
Click the button below to register.

The event will begin at 8:30 a.m. and below is the day's schedule:

8:30am - Continental Breakfast and Check-In
9:00am - Session 1 - Mental Health
10:30am - Break
10:45am - Session 2 - Empathy
Noon - Lunch
12:45 -1:45 - Session 3 - Unexpected Ways to Care
1:45 - Break
2:00-3:00 - Session 4 - Grieving

For more information or questions, please contact Rev. Kara Wheeler.

Click Here To Register

SC5 School of Theology:﻿
﻿Registration Opens Late January
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Webinar Opportunity

Developing Lay Leaders: Turning Participation Into
Partnership

The start of a new year invites reflection — not just on what we hope will
change, but on how we’ll show up differently. For many churches, this
season brings honest questions about leadership, shared responsibility,
and what it might look like to move forward together with clarity and trust.
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In a lot of congregations, people care deeply about their church — but
they’re not always sure how they’re meant to be involved. Many people
want to support their pastor — they just don’t realize how essential their
role already is.

This webinar will focus on how you can work with your lay leaders to
move beyond encouragement from the sidelines and help them
understand the real difference they can make in the life of the church.
We’ll explore practical strategies for building trust, shaping a healthy
group culture, and navigating common challenges such as misalignment
and difficult personalities.

This course is an invitation to rethink leadership, deepen partnership, and
strengthen the church together. We hope you’ll join us.

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 | 12-1:30 pm (ET)

Click For More Information

Employment Opportunities

Our friends at Tirzah (L) are searching for a supply pastor and a new pianist is
needed at Beaver Creek.
﻿Details are available here.

From the Presbyterian Historical Society
 
The Presbyterian Historical Society is in the process of developing a resource and/or
training to help churches research and write their own histories through an anti-racist
lens. They want to hear directly from churches about the resources and guidance that
would be most useful to them as they engage in anti-racism work, regardless of where
they are in this process.
 
Please click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SNPM69N
 
You can read more about this project, view examples from other congregations, and learn
how to submit your own research products on this
webpage: https://pcusa.org/historical-society/collections/what-we-collect/products-
pcusa-self-studies-racism

2026 Providence Presbytery Stated Meetings
February 15, 2026 | Faith Presbyterian, Indian Land, SC | 2:30 p.m.
May 17, 2026 | Oakland Avenue Presbyterian, Rock Hill, SC | 2:30 p.m.
August 16, 2026 | Virtual | 1:30 p.m.
November 8, 2026 | Riverview Presbyterian, Fort Mill, SC | 2:30 p.m.
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Providence Presbytery Staff Members
 

Executive Presbyter: Rev. Dr. Steve Lindsley
Stated Clerk: Rev. Dr. David Bender
Business Administrator: Rose Lemmons-Berry
Mission Consultant: Eric Robinson
Technology & Communications Coordinator: Katie Rutland

Newsletter Submissions

Do you have content or announcements for the Presbytery Newsletter? It will be
published every other Tuesday. ﻿Please send items to be included to Katie no later

than the Friday before publication.

View as Webpage
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