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210 Oak Grove Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025

tel:  (650) 323-7914
fax: (650) 323-3231

www.nativitymenlo.org

Church of the Nativity

HEARING LOOP ENABLED

MASSES
Sundays 08:00, 09:30, 11:00 AM,

12:30 PM (traditional Latin Mass)
Saturdays 08:00 AM and 05:00 PM (Vigil)
Weekdays 07:30 AM and 05:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 09:00 AM - 10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
03:30 PM - 04:30 PM
(also by appointment)

BAPTISMS 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month
(contact rectory 2 months in advance)
WEDDINGS Saturdays 11:00 AM and 02:00 PM
(contact rectory at least 6 months in advance)

24-HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
     Mrs. Mary Ellen Peloso    (650) 269-7794

PASTOR
Very Rev. Mark Doherty

PAROCHIAL VICAR

IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Michael Thomas, CSC

PERMANENT DEACONS
Rev. Mr. Dominick Peloso
Rev. Mr. Bob Andrews

SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mrs. Noreen Browning
nbrowning@nativityschool.com
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24 MAY [Sunday]

25 MAY [Monday]
08:00 AM Legion of Mary

26 MAY [Tuesday]

27 MAY [Wednesday]

28 MAY [Thursday]
12:00 PM Senior Thursday Group

29 MAY [Friday]
11:00 AM
03:30 PM

8th Grade Graduation Mass
8th Grade Graduation Ceremony

30 MAY [Saturday]
03:00 PM Nativity Family Adoration

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
AND INTENTIONS
WEEK OF 24 - 30 MAY

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
If you believe you are a victim of sexual abuse, please call our 
hotline at 415/614-5506.

Calendar

Please pray for those in need of physical or spiritual healing

24 May 202624 May 2026

The SolemnityThe Solemnity
of Pentecostof Pentecost

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you.”As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you.”

SAT: 05:00 PM Priest’s intentions

SUN: Masses Priest’s intentions

MON: 09:00 AM Deacon Cameron Sellers

TUE: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 Evelyn Otellini
†	 Dado Banatao

WED: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 Donald Hayes
The Gorman family, living and deceased

THU: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 John and Virginia Conway
Anthony Wynne;
†	 Keith Miles;
†	 Isidro and Elena Lim;
†	 Enrique and Zenaida Lim

FRI: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

Jon and Elisa Schnur
†	 Tim Kennedy

SAT: 08:00 AM Joanna Go;
Norma Jean Cantu King;
†	 Doug Tozzini;
†	 Pablo and Maxima de la Cruz;
The Wong-Diaz families,
	 living and deceased

John 20: 21

WEEK OF 
09-10 MAY

TOTAL: $10,466
ADA Progress:

2026 ADA Goal: $152,365

Parish Offerings

SUN
MON-FRI
MON-FRI
MON-FRI
MON
MON
TUE
WED
THU
SAT
SAT
SAT
SAT
SAT

07:00 PM
07:10 AM
08:00 AM
05:10 PM
07:00 PM
07:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:15 AM
07:40 AM
09:00 - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
03:30 - 04:30 PM

Holy Hour for Priests
Morning Prayer
Morning Rosary
Evening Prayer
Nativity Family Rosary
Medjugorje Prayer Group
Cenacles of Life Rosary
Novena to Saint Joseph
Perpetual Help Novena
Men’s Prayer Group
Morning Prayer
Confessions (parish priest)
Confessions(Opus Dei priest)
Confessions (parish priest)

FIRST READING
At this sound, they gathered in a large 
crowd, but they were confused.

Acts 2: 1-11
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
When You send forth Your spirit, they 
are created, and You renew the face 
of the earth.

Psalms 104
SECOND READING
To each individual the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for some benefit.

1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13
GOSPEL
He breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”

John 20: 19-23

The parish office will be closed
on Monday, 25 MAY 2026

for Memorial Day.
There will be one Mass,

at 09:00 AM, on Monday.

Biblical Art



You have never strayed too far for the Father’s forgiveness and grace.

Ministry and Group News

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Nativity Church is open 24x7. The Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed for adoration and there is always someone 
present in prayer. Won’t you join us by signing up for a 
weekly Holy Hour? Jesus told an Irish priest (in our cur-
rent century) that midnight adoration is as powerful as 
fasting. 

Sunday: 01:00 AM, 02:00 AM, 
03:00-05:00 AM (twice per month)

Tuesday: 01:00 AM

Friday: 11:00 AM

Saturday: 03:00 AM, 04:00 AM

Call Mary Ellen Peloso (650/269-7794) to sign up.

Please consider the following hours as there is no one currently 
assigned to them (or pick an hour that works for you): 

SOLEMNITY, FEAST, MEMORIAL • OPTIONAL MEMORIAL • OTHER

Saints and Observances

READERS & EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS NEEDED
We are currently seeking volunteers to serve as Readers and 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist for all Masses. This 
critical area of service to our parish is a wonderful way to add 
to your own weekly devotion while attending Mass. You can 
set your own preferences for whichever Mass you regularly 
attend, indicate dates when you are unavailable, and training 
is provided. If you think you can offer time in service, please 
contact the Nativity Ministry Coordinator at 
nativityministrycoordinators@gmail.com 

On Friday, 12 JUN 2026, we will have our next 
2026 Fatima Celebration. It will include Holy 
Mass (at 07:00 PM), Rosary Candlelight Proces-
sion, and Benediction. The celebration contin-
ues each month on or about the 13th until OCT. 

FATIMA CELEBRATION

Please join us as we pray especially for the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother in these difficult times.
For questions, call Deacon Dominick Peloso, 650/269-
6279.

NATIVITY FAMILY MINISTRY: FAMILY ADORATION
The Nativity Family Ministry will be hosting a Family Adoration 
event on Saturday, 30 MAY 2026, 03:00-04:30 PM. We will 
have the opportunity to pray together as a community with our 
children, bringing the giggles, squeals, and tantrums to Jesus’ 
feet. We plan to be in the church for adoration from 03:00-03:45 

PM and then have some recreation+snack 
time together afterwards until 04:30 PM. 
We hope to see you there!  Please email 
nativitychurchfamilyministry@gmail.com 
with any questions about the event or the 
Nativity Family Ministry. 

NATIVITY MIXER: NEWS WORTH CELEBRATING
Cameron Sellers was just ordained as a Transitional Deacon 
of the Archdiocese of San Francisco.  In honor of Cameron and 
his achievement, there will be a one-time specialone-time special Nativity 
Mixer on the patio of Celia’s Mexican Restaurant in Menlo 
Park on El Camino.  It will take place on Wednesday, 27 MAY 
2026 starting at 06:00 PM. The rules of the Nativity Mixer are 
simple: everyone is welcome, but you are expected to pay for 
whatever you order for yourself or for others, including tax and 
required minimum 18% tip.  A good rule of thumb is to add 
30% to the menu prices. 
Please contact me (Laura) at the address 
nativitymixer@yahoo.com with questions or to be added to 
the mail list.  Also, please use the same address by 24 MAY 
2026 to let me know if you plan to attend.   
Come join us to hear Cameron’s amazing story!

25 MAY (Monday):
MEMORIAL DAY
Memorial Day,  originally called Decoration Day, is a day 
of remembrance for those who have died in our nation’s 
service.  There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, 
with over two dozen cities and towns laying claim to being 
the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also evidence that 
organized women’s groups in the South were decorating 
graves before the end of the Civil War.  Memorial Day was 
officially proclaimed on 05 May 1868 by General John Lo-
gan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were 
placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

entered his chest, and he experienced an 
ecstasy that physically enlarged his heart.  
He would hear confessions by the hour, and 
could tell penitents their sins before they 
confessed them.  He founded both the Con-
fraternity of the Most Holy Trinity and the 
Congregation of the Oratory.

26 MAY (Friday):
SAINT PHILIP NERI, Priest (1515-1595)

While visiting a Dominican chapel in San Germano, Philip 
received word in a vision that he had an apostolate in Rome, 
so he cut himself off from his family and went there.  During 
the Easter season of 1544, while praying in the catecomb of 
San Sebastiano, he received a vision of a globe of fire that 

27 MAY (Saturday):
SAINT AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, Bishop (d. 605)
Augustine was sent by Pope Gregory the Great along with 
40 brother monks to evangelize the British Isles in 597.  He 
established and spread the faith throughout England; one 
of his earliest converts was King Œthelberht, who brought 
10,000 of his people into the Church.  He was ordained a 
bishop in Gaul and became the first Archbishop of Canter-
bury.  Anglican Archbishops of Canterbury today are still 
referred to as occupying the Chair of Augustine.



Announcements

In The Community

Pregnant?  Need Help? Please contact 
 •Birth and Beyond• (331/444-5433),
•The Gabriel Project• (800/910-0191),

or •San Juan Diego Centro por la Vida• at St. Francis (650/322-2152).

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH
We welcome all visitors and invite those who are considering 
coming home to the Catholic Church to register. Church 
attendance alone does not make you or your family registered 
members. To register online, please go to www.nativitymenlo.
org and fill out the Parish Registration Form. To obtain one in the 
mail, please call the rectory office 650/323-7914 during regular 
business hours.

Parish Office Hours
09:00 AM-04:00 PM (M-F)

closed 12:00-01:00 PM (lunch)

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SUMMER CAMP
Catholic Charities CYO Summer Camp is part of the San Francisco 
Archdiocese and is located in beautiful Occidental, California 
(about an hour and a half north of the city) on 216 acres of 
redwood forest. We are honored to be celebrating our 80th 
anniversary this year. Campers are between the ages of 8 and 17. 
We offer six different 7-day sessions to choose from and proudly 
offer financial assistance because we believe camp should be 
accessible.
Contact: summercamp@catholiccharitiessf.org 
Phone: 707/874-0180
Website: https://www.catholiccharitiessf.org/cyocamp

OUR PARISH FAMILY
Please keep all of our newest members in your prayers, 
as well as those who have preceded us to the Father.

BAPTISMS •	 Sophie T. Kurth, daughter of 
	 Christian Kurth and Taylor Chavez

MARRIAGES •	 Matthew Raimondi and  
	 Steffany Barriga-Rodriguez

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
Spend some time with your fellow parishioners after the 09:30 
AM Mass on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of each month!  

The Food and Fellowship Ministry 
will be serving coffee and donuts.  
If you’re interested in helping the Food and Fellowship 
Ministry, please sign up using the QR code or email 
liz.palla@gmail.com.

ARE YOU IN NEED OF A HOT MEAL OR CLOTHING?
We’d like to familiarize you with the services of St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room, 3500 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park. 
We provide a hot, nutritious meal Monday through Saturday 
from 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM and bread, fruit and vegetables to 
bring home to help with the evening meal. We also have a free 
Clothing Distribution Center which is open on Wednesdays from 
10:00-11:00 AM for women and children and on Thursdays from 
10:00-11:00 AM. In case of emergency, help is always available. 
All are welcome; no questions asked. Please pass the word to 
anyone you know who may need their services. 

MOTHERS’ DAY CARDS
Our shipment has arrived! More Mother’s Day cards are 
available in the church vestibule. Although Mother’s Day 
has passed, there is still time to give them that perfect card 
to celebrate the special  moms in your life by giving them a 
spiritual bouquet gift.   We still have beautiful Mother’s Day 
cards available in the vestibule, so if you have not picked one 
up yet, you can still make her day extra special with a heartfelt 
message of love and appreciation.

A NEW TYPE OF DONATION: GOLD AND SILVER
Often we find things in church that people don’t know what to 
do with, so they leave them here -- old medals (Sacred Heart, 
Miraculous Medal, etc.), broken bits of chain, broken rosaries. 
Often these objects are silver and do have some monetary value. 
If you have scrap silver or gold that you don’t know what to do 
with, consider donating it to Nativity. Any money we receive will 
be given to the Altar Society to further their work in beautifying 
the Church. If you have any questions please call 650/323-7914.  

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE GLUTEN-INTOLERANT
We now have available low-gluten altar bread for those who are 
gluten-intolerant. These hosts contain less than 0.01% gluten 
and are approved by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. If you wish to receive Holy Communion 
with this special host please get at the end of the 
Communion line and let the priest know that you would like to 
receive the low-gluten host. If you have any questions please call 
the parish office, 650/323-7914.  
If you would like to learn more about this altar bread, visit
www.altarbreadsbspa.com/

Bringing animals inside the Church
IS NOT ALLOWEDIS NOT ALLOWED

AT ANY TIME!AT ANY TIME!

NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH
Every Wednesday evening after the 05:30 PM 
Mass there will be a novena to St. Joseph. This 
novena takes about 20 minutes. In addition to the 
novena, once a month the 05:30 PM Mass will be 
in honor of St. Joseph.  All are welcome to join in 
this celebration in honor of St. Joseph, husband of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.



24 MAY (SUN) Solemnity of Pentecost
THIRD Day: Holy Trinity

25 MAY (MON) FOURTH Day: Holy Trinity

26 MAY (TUE) FIFTH Day: Holy Trinity

27 MAY (WED) SIXTH Day: Holy Trinity

28 MAY (THU) SEVENTH Day: Holy Trinity

29 MAY (FRI) EIGHTH Day: Holy Trinity
FIRST Day: Corpus Christi

30 MAY (SAT) NINTH Day: Holy Trinity
SECOND Day: Corpus Christi

31 MAY (SUN) Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
THIRD Day: Corpus Christi

01 JUN (MON) FOURTH Day: Corpus Christi

02 JUN (TUE) FIFTH Day: Corpus Christi

03 JUN (WED) SIXTH Day: Corpus Christi
FIRST Day: Sacred Heart of Jesus

04 JUN (THU) SEVENTH Day: Corpus Christi
SECOND Day: Sacred Heart of Jesus
FIRST Day: St. Anthony of Padua

05 JUN (FRI) EIGHTH Day: Corpus Christi
THIRD Day: Sacred Heart of Jesus
SECOND Day: St. Anthony of Padua

06 JUN (SAT) NINTH Day: Corpus Christi
FOURTH Day: Sacred Heart of Jesus
THIRD Day: St. Anthony of Padua

Calendar of Novenas
Each month His Holiness asks for prayer intentions.  
For May 2026, the Holy Father’s intention is:

Intention: That Everyone Might Have Food

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consum-
ers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that every-
one has access to quality food.

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

From the Holy See

DID YOU KNOW?
ON-GOING PRAYER GROUPS AND DEVOTIONS

EVERY MONDAY AT 07:00 PM ...
Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group meets for Rosary and 
the latest message from Medjugorje, now approved by the 
Vatican.  All are welcome (in the Guadalupe Room).            

WEEKDAY MORNING ROSARY 
A group meets every morning (Mon-Fri) in the church to 
pray the rosary at 08:00 AM.  They have been practicing 
this devotion since the 1970s.  Perhaps you’d like to join 
them!

FRIDAY EVENING ROSARY 
A group meets at 07:30 PM every Friday at Vallombrosa, year-
round at the Lourdes shrine, to pray the rosary.  They have been 
practicing this devotion for 5 years. All are invited to join.

CENACLES OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP
After the 05:30 PM mass on Tuesdays, the Nativity Cenacles of 
Life Prayer Group pray two rosaries for the protection of all life 
and for the protection of religious liberty in the Church.  They 
pray a decade or two in different languages.  They welcome 
and enjoy this addition to their prayer; please come and join 
the group. 

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Men have been meeting every week for the last 16 years to 
pray together and share experiences in spiritual growth. We 
meet at 06:15 AM on Saturdays in the O’Hare (Parish) Center 
in back of the church. It has been a time of grace and strength 
for everyone who attends. You are welcome to join us. For 
questions, call Deacon Dominick Peloso: 650/269-6279 

EVERY FIRST TUESDAY AT 07:00 PM ...
A Spanish-language prayer group, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, meets for the Rosary and the latest message from 
Medjugorje. All are welcome in the Guadalupe Room. For 
more information, call Aurora Abramson at 650/400-8911.            

EVERY FIRST FRIDAY AT 05:30 PM ...
An evening of adoration, prayer and reflection with Our 
Lady Queen of Peace starting at 05:30 PM Mass followed at 
06:00-08:00 PM rosary, music, meditation and closing with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. (in 
the church).            

Novena to the Holy Trinity: 
http://taigivision.com/trinitarians/devotions/holy_trinity.html

Novena to the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi): 
https://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/novena/Corpus_Christi.htm

Novena to the Sacred Heart: 
https://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/heart/sh_novena.htm

Novena to Saint Anthony of Padua: 
http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/novena/anthony.htm

FIND THE NOVENA PRAYERS

BOOKLET: PRAYING THE ROSARY FOR THE WORLD
The Praying the Rosary for the World: God’s Power is in our Hands 
When We Pray the Rosary booklet was compiled by the Cloistered 
Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo Park. It 
includes a prayer for each mystery of the Rosary, and a special 
intention for each “Hail, Mary” related to the mystery being said. 

Using this booklet while saying the Rosary will 
not only be helpful to you, but also for the 
world. You may purchase these booklets in 
the parish office during regular office hours, 
Monday-Friday, 09:00 AM-04:00 PM. The 
booklets are $2.00 apiece. All money will go 
directly to Corpus Christi Monastery. 
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California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

2747 EL CAMINO REAL, REDWOOD CITY, CA 94061    (650) 366-4888    www.labiscotter ia.com

Contact Jose Altamirano
jaltamirano@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2118
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Dr. Richard S.
Durando, D.D.S.

FAMILY
DENTAL CARE

625 Menlo Ave., Suite 4
Menlo Park

323-8328

Stop by and Fill-up with Chevron Quality Gasolines.
Visit our 

Extra Mile Store 
Today!

Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery
THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES | ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO

Your Catholic 
Cemeteries

offer a variety 
of burial and 

cremation options.

COLMA	 MENLO PARK
1500 Mission Rd.	 Santa Cruz Ave.
650-756-2060	 650-323-6375
www.holycrosscemeteries.com

A Tradition of Faith Throughout Our Lives.

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

Julie Rossi Rideau 
MBA, Realtor

(650) 720-0167
julie@rossirideau.com
www.rossirideau.com

“strength, service, success—
Your Complete Real Estate Experience.”

DRE # 01996940

SHOULD HAVE SHOULD HAVE 
CALLED AN EXPERT!CALLED AN EXPERT!

WWW.PLUMBINGSERVICE.COMWWW.PLUMBINGSERVICE.COM800-378-DRIP800-378-DRIP

Your Comeback Story
Starts Here.

(213) 333-3869

Marie Zernovoj
Children's Book Author

Teaches kids:
• Love & Kindness
• Early geography 

lessons 
• Different cultures
• Ages 5-9 yrs

2 BR / 2 BA HOUSE2 BR / 2 BA HOUSE
in Athertonin Atherton
to Share withto Share with

Professional Single WomanProfessional Single Woman

Call Lucy 650-330-1873Call Lucy 650-330-1873

ElyseBarca.com

Elyse Barca
650.743.0734
Elyse@ElyseBarca.com

DRE 01006027

elysebarca

Representing your 
real estate needs 

for 30+ years



THE BULLETIN BACK PAGE a little something for everyone

The 44th Annual 
Nativity Carnival

is here! 
Save the dates: 

June 5th, 6th and 7th, 2026

www.nativityschool.com/nativity-carnival

RAFFLE PRIZES
$5000 1st Prize
$3000 2nd Prize
$1000 3rd Prize

CORNER

Carnival

CARNIVAL HOURS
05 JUN FRI 05:00-10:00 PM
06 JUN SAT 12:00-10:00 PM
07 JUN SUN 12:00-06:00 PM

RAFFLE TICKETS
suggested donation

$50 1 ticket
$100 3 tickets

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
05 JUN 06:00-10:00 PM Bell Brothers
06 JUN 01:00-05:00 PM Mirage Band

06:00-10:00 PM Dutch Uncle
07 JUN 01:00-05:00 PM Soul Practitioners

 DISCOUNTED PRE-SALE

DISCOUNTED PRE-SALE

ALL-YOU-CAN-RIDE

WRISTBANDS NOW AVAILABLE

prices go up on June 4th!

The “Sequence”?  What in the world is that?  The Sequence is a poetic hymn 
sung during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on some of the most special Sun-
days of the liturgical year.  In the Middle Ages there were many Sequences 
sung during various Masses, but today the Roman Catholic Church sings a 
Sequence on Easter Sunday, Pentecost Sunday (yes, this week!), and Corpus 
Christi Sunday.  There is also a Sequence for Our Lady of Sorrows and for the 
Mass of the Dead.

The SequenceThe Sequence

Many scholars believe that the Sequence began as a long musical extension of the 
“Alleluia”, where the last “a” was held out into a musical phrase, and eventually the 
notes had Latin text associated with them.  Since this phrase followed the Alleluia, it 
was called (in Latin) “Sequentia”, meaning “that which follows”.
In 2003, the USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) affirmed in Intro-
duction to the Order of the Mass that the Sequence for Easter and Pentecost were 
obligatory (they could not be omitted or substituted with another hymn), and that 
the Sequence was to follow the Alleluia.  Later, the 2010 GIRM (General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal) re-affirmed these two obligations, but now states that the 
Sequence is sung before the Alleluia.
The Sequence that is sung on Pentecost Sunday (“Veni Sancte Spiritus”) was con-
sidered by many to be the most prized Sequence of the Middle Ages, and came to 
be known as the “Golden Sequence”.  Though not absolutely proven historically, it is 
with almost absolute certainty that this Sequence was written by Stephen Langton, 
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who was the Archbishop of Canterbury in the thirteenth century.  Langton is most well-known in history as the person who encouraged 
the nobility to pressure the king into creating and signing the Magna Carta.  (check your history books for why this was so important!)

We have a few carnival rides 
left to sponsor! Get your family 
name, business, or in memory of 
someone on a ride at the 44th Na-
tivity Carnival. For more infor-
mation and to purchase, contact: 
admissions@nativityschool.com 
no later than Tuesday, May 26th.


