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210 Oak Grove Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025

tel:  (650) 323-7914
fax: (650) 323-3231

www.nativitymenlo.org

Church of the Nativity

HEARING LOOP ENABLED

MASSES
Sundays 08:00, 09:30, 11:00 AM,

12:30 PM (traditional Latin Mass)
Saturdays 08:00 AM and 05:00 PM (Vigil)
Weekdays 07:30 AM and 05:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 09:00 AM - 10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
03:30 PM - 04:30 PM
(also by appointment)

BAPTISMS 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month
(contact rectory 2 months in advance)
WEDDINGS Saturdays 11:00 AM and 02:00 PM
(contact rectory at least 6 months in advance)

24-HOUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
     Mrs. Mary Ellen Peloso    (650) 269-7794

PASTOR
Very Rev. Mark Doherty

PAROCHIAL VICAR

IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Michael Thomas, CSC

PERMANENT DEACONS
Rev. Mr. Dominick Peloso
Rev. Mr. Bob Andrews

SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mrs. Noreen Browning
nbrowning@nativityschool.com



03 MAY [Sunday]
09:15 AM
12:30 PM

OCIA Class
Traditional Latin Mass

04 MAY [Monday]
08:00 AM Legion of Mary

05 MAY [Tuesday]
07:00 PM Medjugorje Prayer Group (Spanish)

06 MAY [Wednesday]
08:45 AM Nativity School Mass

07 MAY [Thursday]
12:00 PM
04:00 PM
07:00 PM

Senior Thursday Group
ICF #351 Meeting
Nativity Women’s Faith and 
Study

08 MAY [Friday]

09 MAY [Saturday]

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
AND INTENTIONS
WEEK OF 03 - 09 MAY

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
If you believe you are a victim of sexual abuse, please call our 
hotline at 415/614-5506.

Calendar

Please pray for those in need of physical or spiritual healing

03 May 202603 May 2026

The Fifth SundayThe Fifth Sunday
of Easterof Easter

I am the way and the truth and the life.I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except throught MeNo one comes to the Father except throught Me..

SAT: 05:00 PM Priest’s intentions

SUN: Masses Priest’s intentions

MON: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

Maria Cenni
Jon and Elisa Schnur;
†	 Sergio Jasso;
†	 Magdaleno Nevarez;
†	 Luke Kieninger

TUE: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 Virrey Garcia
Louella Louise

WED: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 Suzanne Leib
Saint Joseph

THU: 07:30 AM
05:30 PM

†	 Suzanne Leib
ICF #351, living and deceased members

FRI: 07:30 AM

05:30 PM

The Deck and Virnoche families,
	 living and deceased
David Archie White and descendants

SAT: 08:00 AM Heather Lee;
Deacon Dominick Peloso;
Rose and Lena Marino;
†	 Rem Imbimbo;
†	 Kenneth McCandless

John 14: 6

WEEK OF 
18-19 APR

TOTAL: $10,218
ADA Progress:

2026 ADA Goal: $152,365

Parish Offerings

SUN
MON-FRI
MON-FRI
MON-FRI
MON
MON
TUE
WED
THU
SAT
SAT
SAT
SAT
SAT

07:00 PM
07:10 AM
08:00 AM
05:10 PM
07:00 PM
07:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:00 PM
06:15 AM
07:40 AM
09:00 - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
03:30 - 04:30 PM

Holy Hour for Priests
Morning Prayer
Morning Rosary
Evening Prayer
Nativity Family Rosary
Medjugorje Prayer Group
Cenacles of Life Rosary
Novena to Saint Joseph
Perpetual Help Novena
Men’s Prayer Group
Morning Prayer
Confessions (parish priest)
Confessions(Opus Dei priest)
Confessions (parish priest)

FIRST READING
We shall devote ourselves to prayer and 
to the ministry of the word.

Acts 6: 1-7
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Of the kindness of the Lord the earth is 
full.

Psalms 33
SECOND READING
Like living stones, let yourselves be built 
into a spiritual house.

1 Peter 2: 4-9
GOSPEL
Whoever believes in Me will do the 
works that I do, and will do greater ones 
than these.

John 14: 1-12



You have never strayed too far for the Father’s forgiveness and grace.

Ministry and Group News

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Nativity Church is open 24x7. The Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed for adoration and there is always someone 
present in prayer. Won’t you join us by signing up for a 
weekly Holy Hour? Jesus told an Irish priest (in our cur-
rent century) that midnight adoration is as powerful as 
fasting. 

Sunday: 01:00 AM, 02:00 AM, 03:00 AM, 04:00 AM

Friday: 11:00 AM

Call Mary Ellen Peloso (650/269-7794) to sign up.

Please consider the following hours as there is no one currently 
assigned to them (or pick an hour that works for you): 

SOLEMNITY, FEAST, MEMORIAL • OPTIONAL MEMORIAL • OTHER

Saints and Observances

CALL FOR SINGERS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS
At the 11:00 AM Folk Mass we always welcome new musicians. 
If you sing or play an instrument, it’s a great way to serve, 
have fun, and meet other parishioners. We especially need 
singers, particularly those who can serve as cantors, as well as 
a bass player and a drummer (small footprint: cajon, djembe, or 
similar).  All instruments are welcome. You do not need to know 
how to read music, but you do need to be able to learn songs 
by ear/YouTube. If you’re interested, please contact Barbara 
Nelson 650/464-2971,  bnelson1015@gmail.com, or see me 
after 11:00 AM Mass.

READERS & EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS NEEDED
We are currently seeking volunteers to serve as Readers and 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist for all Masses. This 
critical area of service to our parish is a wonderful way to add 
to your own weekly devotion while attending Mass. You can 
set your own preferences for whichever Mass you regularly 
attend, indicate dates when you are unavailable, and training 
is provided. If you think you can offer time in service, please 
contact the Nativity Ministry Coordinator at 
nativityministrycoordinators@gmail.com 

ARE YOUR INTENTIONS “IN THE BOOK”?
Our legion of dedicated Eucharistic Adorers begin each 
hour by praying for (among others) all the intentions 
entered into our book of prayer requests.  Tap into the 

unimaginable power of focused com-
munal (and global) prayer and let your 
loving community lift your needs up 
before our Father.

“Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; He will 
never let the righteous fall.” -- Psalm 55: 22

“Until now you have not asked for anything in My name.  
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” -- 
John 16: 24

NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH
Every Wednesday evening after the 05:30 
PM Mass there will be a novena to St. Joseph. 
This novena takes about 20 minutes. In 
addition to the novena, once a month the 
05:30 PM Mass will be in honor of St. Joseph.  
All are welcome to join in this celebration in 
honor of St. Joseph, husband of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Whoever serves Me must follow Me, 
and where I am, there also will My servant be.

The Father will honor whoever serves Me.

FR. MAGAT TALK
The women of Nativity’s Women’s Faith and Study Group are 
pleased to present a talk by Father Jerome Magat on the 
Sacraments of Healing on 14 MAY 2026 at 07:00 PM in the 
O’Hare Center. Please register with Julia Voinche (650/444-
3052  or email  julialisavoinche@gmail.com)

MOTHERS’ DAY REMEMBRANCE
Mothers’ Day is 10 MAY 2026!  While the dates of Mothers’ Day 
around the world may vary, the sentiment behind the occasion 
remains the same: to express gratitude, appreciation, and love 
for the mothers and mother figures who have nurtured and 
supported us throughout our lives.
What could be a better gift than to be remembered in all the 
Masses during the month of May at the Church of the Nativity?
Mothers’ Day cards are available at the entrances to the churchMothers’ Day cards are available at the entrances to the church; 
send the card to your favorite mother. Put the name(s) of your 
loved ones who are mothers, living or deceased, on the larger 
envelope and return it to the parish office or put it into the 
collection. These names will be placed on the altar during the 
month of May in their honor.

SPECIAL COLLECTION
Next Sunday, 10 MAY 2026, there will be a second collection 
for Catholic Charities CYO.  Since 1853, Catholic Charities has 
reached out to all people in need regardless of religion, race, 
creed or gender. The Catholic Charities’ CYO Athletics program is 
designed to be representative of the Christian values of respect, 
love, compassion, and support for each other. Through sports, 
competition, and teamwork, CYO Athletics provides healthy 
growth and development through games, practices and the life 
lessons that sports teach.

ROSARY OUTSIDE ABORTION CLINIC
If you would like to pray the Rosary during the week in front 
of the Planned Parenthood in Redwood City, please contact 
nativitymenlorespectlife@yahoo.com or Jacqueline at 
510/697-9670 for more information. Additionally, every First 
Saturday of the month, a group of parishioners meets to pray 
there after going to the 08:00 AM Mass and pray until about 
10:00 AM.



Announcements

In The Community

Pregnant?  Need Help? Please contact 
 •Birth and Beyond• (331/444-5433),
•The Gabriel Project• (800/910-0191),

or •San Juan Diego Centro por la Vida• at St. Francis (650/322-2152).

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH
We welcome all visitors and invite those who are considering 
coming home to the Catholic Church to register. Church 
attendance alone does not make you or your family registered 
members. To register online, please go to www.nativitymenlo.
org and fill out the Parish Registration Form. To obtain one in the 
mail, please call the rectory office 650/323-7914 during regular 
business hours.

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
Spend some time with your fellow parishioners after the 09:30 
AM Mass on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of each month!  

The Food and Fellowship Ministry 
will be serving coffee and donuts.  
If you’re interested in helping the Food and Fellowship 
Ministry, please sign up using the QR code or email 
liz.palla@gmail.com.

Parish Office Hours
09:00 AM-04:00 PM (M-F)

closed 12:00-01:00 PM (lunch)

GENOCIDE IN DARFUR
Tens of thousands of men, women and children are being killed 
right now by the Sudanese Rapid Defense Forces in western 
Sudan’s Darfur region. No mercy is being shown.
The Sudanese American Physicians Association provides food, 
water, hot meals, shelter, medical supplies, medical care and a 
mobile medical clinic in the Tawila refugee camp in Darfur.
Please donate soon: sapa-usa.org

Please make sure 
your cell phones are 
turned off or muted 

when you enter the church.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
07 MAY 2026 is the 75th National Day of Prayer.  This year’s 
theme is “Glorify God Among the Nations, Seeking Him in All 
Generations.”  

www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

ARE YOU IN NEED OF A HOT MEAL OR CLOTHING?
We’d like to familiarize you with the services of St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room, 3500 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park. 
We provide a hot, nutritious meal Monday through Saturday 
from 11:00 AM to 01:00 PM and bread, fruit and vegetables to 
bring home to help with the evening meal. We also have a free 
Clothing Distribution Center which is open on Wednesdays from 
10:00-11:00 AM for women and children and on Thursdays from 
10:00-11:00 AM. In case of emergency, help is always available. 
All are welcome; no questions asked. Please pass the word to 
anyone you know who may need their services. 

DEMAND ETHICAL RESEARCH
Experiments on aborted humans are happening at UCSF, and 
they must stop.  We can - and must - pursue lifesaving medical 
discoveries without exploiting pregnant women and the preborn.  
UCSF can choose to continue these practices, or lead the way in 
humane, ethical science.  Take action; email the UC Regents, UC 
President, and the Human Research Protection Program.

https://ethicalresearchnow.org/

Bringing animals inside the Church
IS NOT ALLOWEDIS NOT ALLOWED

AT ANY TIME!AT ANY TIME!

On Wednesday, 13 MAY 2026, we will begin our 2026 
Fatima Celebrations. It will include Holy Mass (at 07:00 
PM), Rosary Candlelight Procession, and Benediction. 
The celebration continues each month on or about the 
13th until OCT. Please join us as we pray especially for 

FATIMA CELEBRATION

the intercession of the Blessed Mother in these difficult times.
For questions, call Deacon Dominick Peloso, 650/269-6279.

Sponsored by Nativity Legion of Mary

NATIVITY LIBRARY
Nativity parish has a small but well-stocked library in the 
O’Hare Center. It has hundreds of books on spirituality, lives of 
the saints, and how to explain the faith. It also has almost 100 
DVDs. Stop by and check it out (on the honor system). On the 
weekends our parish librarian, Wayne Reus, is there to help 
you find what you want after the 05:00 PM Mass on Saturday, 
and after the 09:30 and 11:30 AM Masses (until 01:00 PM) on 
Sunday.  During the week, the key is available in the office. Enjoy 
reading, watching, and learning about the faith.  For questions, 
call Deacon Dominick, 650/269-6279.

A NEW TYPE OF DONATION: GOLD AND SILVER
Often we find things in church that people don’t know what to 
do with, so they leave them here -- old medals (Sacred Heart, 
Miraculous Medal, etc.), broken bits of chain, broken rosaries. 
Often these objects are silver and do have some monetary value. 
If you have scrap silver or gold that you don’t know what to do 
with, consider donating it to Nativity. Any money we receive will 
be given to the Altar Society to further their work in beautifying 
the Church. If you have any questions please call 650/323-7914.  



03 MAY (SUN)
04 MAY (MON)
05 MAY (TUE)
06 MAY (WED)
07 MAY (THU)
08 MAY (FRI)

09 MAY (SAT)
10 MAY (SUN)

11 MAY (MON)
12 MAY (TUE)
13 MAY (WED)

14 MAY (THU)
15 MAY (FRI)
16 MAY (SAT)

Calendar of Novenas
Each month His Holiness asks for prayer intentions.  
For May 2026, the Holy Father’s intention is:

Intention: That Everyone Might Have Food

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consum-
ers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that every-
one has access to quality food.

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

From the Holy See

DID YOU KNOW?
ON-GOING PRAYER GROUPS AND DEVOTIONS

EVERY MONDAY AT 07:00 PM ...
Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group meets for Rosary and 
the latest message from Medjugorje, now approved by the 
Vatican.  All are welcome (in the Guadalupe Room).            

WEEKDAY MORNING ROSARY 
A group meets every morning (Mon-Fri) in the church to 
pray the rosary at 08:00 AM.  They have been practicing 
this devotion since the 1970s.  Perhaps you’d like to join 
them!

FRIDAY EVENING ROSARY 
A group meets at 07:30 PM every Friday at Vallombrosa, year-
round at the Lourdes shrine, to pray the rosary.  They have been 
practicing this devotion for 5 years. All are invited to join.

CENACLES OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP
After the 05:30 PM mass on Tuesdays, the Nativity Cenacles of 
Life Prayer Group pray two rosaries for the protection of all life 
and for the protection of religious liberty in the Church.  They 
pray a decade or two in different languages.  They welcome 
and enjoy this addition to their prayer; please come and join 
the group. 

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Men have been meeting every week for the last 16 years to 
pray together and share experiences in spiritual growth. We 
meet at 06:15 AM on Saturdays in the O’Hare (Parish) Center 
in back of the church. It has been a time of grace and strength 
for everyone who attends. You are welcome to join us. For 
questions, call Deacon Dominick Peloso: 650/269-6279 

EVERY FIRST TUESDAY AT 07:00 PM ...
A Spanish-language prayer group, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, meets for the Rosary and the latest message from 
Medjugorje. All are welcome in the Guadalupe Room. For 
more information, call Aurora Abramson at 650/400-8911.            

EVERY FIRST FRIDAY AT 05:30 PM ...
An evening of adoration, prayer and reflection with Our 
Lady Queen of Peace starting at 05:30 PM Mass followed at 
06:00-08:00 PM rosary, music, meditation and closing with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. (in 
the church).            

Infant Jesus of Prague (nine-hour): 
www.ewtn.com/library/PRAYER/PRAGNOV.TXT

St. Therese “24 Glory Be’s” Novena: 
www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/novena/24_glory.htm

Novena for Priests: 
www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/novena/priests.htm

Effecacious Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 
www.ewtn.com/devotionals/heart/sh_novena.htm

OTHER NOVENA PRAYERS

BOOKLET: PRAYING THE ROSARY FOR THE WORLD
The Praying the Rosary for the World: God’s Power is in our Hands 
When We Pray the Rosary booklet was compiled by the Cloistered 
Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo Park. It 
includes a prayer for each mystery of the Rosary, and a special 
intention for each “Hail, Mary” related to the mystery being said. 

Using this booklet while saying the Rosary will 
not only be helpful to you, but also for the 
world. You may purchase these booklets in 
the parish office during regular office hours, 
Monday-Friday, 09:00 AM-04:00 PM. The 
booklets are $2.00 apiece. All money will go 
directly to Corpus Christi Monastery. 

EWTN (ETERNAL WORD TELEVISION NETWORK)
EWTN is a 24x7 Catholic television station.  They broadcast locally 
on Comcast 74 and digital 229, DirecTV 422, and DISH channel 
461.  EWTN also broadcasts on traditional and satellite radio (1260 
AM and channel 160 on Sirius Satellite Radio).  You can also watch/
listen to their programs directly online at 
www.ewtn.com.  EWTN broadcasts daily 

Mass several times per day.  They also broadcast the Holy Rosary, 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy, and similar prayerful interludes.  A 
complete program schedule is available on their website.
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California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

2747 EL CAMINO REAL, REDWOOD CITY, CA 94061    (650) 366-4888    www.labiscotter ia.com

Contact Jose Altamirano
jaltamirano@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2118
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Dr. Richard S.
Durando, D.D.S.

FAMILY
DENTAL CARE

625 Menlo Ave., Suite 4
Menlo Park

323-8328

Stop by and Fill-up with Chevron Quality Gasolines.
Visit our 

Extra Mile Store 
Today!

Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery
THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES | ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO

Your Catholic 
Cemeteries

offer a variety 
of burial and 

cremation options.

COLMA	 MENLO PARK
1500 Mission Rd.	 Santa Cruz Ave.
650-756-2060	 650-323-6375
www.holycrosscemeteries.com

A Tradition of Faith Throughout Our Lives.

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

Julie Rossi Rideau 
MBA, Realtor

(650) 720-0167
julie@rossirideau.com
www.rossirideau.com

“strength, service, success—
Your Complete Real Estate Experience.”

DRE # 01996940

SHOULD HAVE SHOULD HAVE 
CALLED AN EXPERT!CALLED AN EXPERT!

WWW.PLUMBINGSERVICE.COMWWW.PLUMBINGSERVICE.COM800-378-DRIP800-378-DRIP

Your Comeback Story
Starts Here.

(213) 333-3869

Marie Zernovoj
Children's Book Author

Teaches kids:
• Love & Kindness
• Early geography 

lessons 
• Different cultures
• Ages 5-9 yrs

2 BR / 2 BA HOUSE2 BR / 2 BA HOUSE
in Athertonin Atherton
to Share withto Share with

Professional Single WomanProfessional Single Woman

Call Lucy 650-330-1873Call Lucy 650-330-1873

ElyseBarca.com

Elyse Barca
650.743.0734
Elyse@ElyseBarca.com

DRE 01006027

elysebarca

Representing your 
real estate needs 

for 30+ years



THE BULLETIN BACK PAGE a little something for everyone

The 44th Annual 
Nativity Carnival

is coming! 
Save the dates: 

June 5th, 6th, and 7th, 2026

www.nativitycarnival.com

CARNIVAL HOURS
05 JUN FRI 05:00-10:00 PM
06 JUN SAT 12:00-10:00 PM
07 JUN SUN 12:00-06:00 PM

CORNER

Carnival

DISCIPLES
MANSIONS
EXCEPT
THEMSELVES
HEARTS
PREPARE

WORDS
WORKS
GREATER
TROUBLED
WAY

FAITH
TRUTH
JESUS
DWELLING
LIFE
BELIEVE

Think about all the amazing things God has created.  Take 
a few minutes to learn about some of the incredible things 
that have come from the imagination of our Creator!

Miracles of God’s Creation

Have you ever watched the stars on 
a clear, dark night?  The longer you 
watch, the more stars you will see.  
Do you realize you are looking direct-
ly into the past -- in some cases into 

ancient history?  Stars emit light, and light travels at a 
speed of 186,282 miles per second through the vacuum 
of space.  Astronomers measure the distance between 
stars in units called “light-years” (the distance that light 
will travel in one year, which is about 5,880,500,000,000 
miles).  The nearest star to Earth (besides the Sun) is 
Proxima Centauri (part of a 3-star cluster that includes 
the double-star Alpha Centauri).  Proxima Centauri is 4.3 
light-years from Earth, so the light from that star that 
reaches your eye tonight left Proxima Centauri when 
Queen Elizabeth II was celebrating her Platinum Jubilee 
(70 years on the throne).  The light from other, farther 
stars might have left before the Revolutionary War, or 
during the Renaissance.  Isn’t God amazing?

Star-Gazing

AN EASTERTIDE DEVOTION
Eastertide is the longest liturgical season of the church, 
stretching from Easter Sunday to Pentecost (50 days).  It 
has its own set of devotions, one of which is the Via LucisVia Lucis, or 
Stations of the LightStations of the Light.  These 14 “stations” celebrate the joyful 
events of the  Easter season, including finding the empty 
tomb, breaking bread in Emmaus, the Ascension, and the 
descent of the Holy Spirit.  There is no “how to pray these 
stations” guidance, but rather they are presented as a series 
of 14 opportunities for prayerful contemplation.

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pz8zbCbmXNM
Booklet: https://tinyurl.com/SoL-prayer-guide


