
 

The Third Sunday After Epiphany 
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

JANUARY 18, 2026 | 10:30 AM 



Holy Communion will be continuous today. 
Gluten-free Communion wafers are available upon request. 

 
Holy Communion is… 

✝ The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ received “in, with, and 
under” the bread and wine for God’s People. Matthew 26:26, 28 

✝  Coming to the table believing the words “given and shed FOR YOU.”  
	 Preparation might involve three questions: 
	 	 Do I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Am I sorry for my sins? 
	 	                          Am I ready to lead a new life? 
✝ God’s grace in “forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.”  

Matthew 26:28; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Romans 6:8-9; Romans 8:31-32 
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Please turn off all electronic devices during our worship together, so that we can give 
glory to God without distraction.

Nursery:  The room located at the back of the sanctuary (with windows into the 
sanctuary), has been set aside for children to be able to play comfortably during 
Worship. At this time, we ask a parent to remain with their child while using this 
space. There is a sound system located on the wall to the right after entering the 
room which allows you to listen to the service.   
Please feel free to ask an Elder to assist you as needed.

Welcome to worship at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 
Please scan the QR Code to register as our guest. You can also sign 
the Guest Registry located at the entrance to our Sanctuary.



Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 

P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C	 Amen. 

Exhortation	 LSB 151 

P	 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C	 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins	 LSB 151 

P	 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C	 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Absolution	 LSB 151 

P	 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C	 Amen. 

 3



833 Listen, God Is Calling	 LSB 833 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010 
Text and tune: Kenyan 
Text: © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 
Tune: Public domain 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
	 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn  to the LORD, 
	 and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 
For kingship belongs to the LORD, 
	 and he rules over the nations. 
All the prosperous of the earth eat and  worship; 
	 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who 
could not keep himself alive. 
Posterity shall serve him; 
	 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people  yet unborn, 
	 that he has  done it. 
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Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
	 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
	 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
	 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

Kyrie 

P	 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C	 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis	 LSB 170 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P	 The Lord be with you. 
C	 And also with you. 
  
P	 Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 
stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C	 Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading	 Isaiah 9:1–4 

	 1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
	 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
	 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
	 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
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	 as with joy at the harvest, 
	 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
	 and the staff for his shoulder, 
	 the rod of his oppressor, 
	 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm	 Psalm 27:1-9 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
	 whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
	 of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me 
	 to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
	 it is they who stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, 
	 my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
	 yet I will be confident. 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
	 that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
	 all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
	 and to inquire in his temple. 
5For he will hide me in his shelter 
	 in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
	 he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6And now my head shall be lifted up 
	 above my enemies all around me, 
	 and I will offer in his tent 
	 sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
	 be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
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My heart says to you, 
	 “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
	 9Hide not your face from me. 
Turn not your servant away in anger, 
	 O you who have been my help. 
Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
	 O God of my salvation!	  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Epistle	 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

	 10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported 
to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 
12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow 
Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one 
may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power. 
	 18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 
  
A	 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse	 LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel	 Matthew 4:12–25 

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C	 Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
	 12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee. 13And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, 
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
	 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 
	 have seen a great light, 
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
	 on them a light has dawned.” 

17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 
	 18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And 
going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee 
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him. 
	 23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and 
pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed 
them. 25And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and 
from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
  
P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C	 Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children's Message 
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839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light	 LSB 839 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C	 I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Anthem: Nets of Love	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Chancel Choir 

"Fisherman, fisherman, follow me." 
Jesus called at Galilee. 
"Leave the crayfish, carp, and cod, 
Simon Peter serve your God." 

Nets of love must be woven, 
Mended faithfully. 
Nets of love bearing good news, 
Cast from sea to sea. 

Young and old heed the call, "Follow me." 
True disciples you can be. 
Casting nets of love your goal, 
Spreading the gospel and saving souls. 

Nets of love must be woven, 
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Mended faithfully. 
Nets of love bearing good news, 
Cast from sea to sea. 

Offering (see p. 19 for mobile giving) 

Stand 

Offertory	 LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface	 LSB 160 

P	 The Lord be with you. 
C	 And also with you. 
  
P	 Lift up your hearts. 
C	 We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C	 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Proper Preface 

P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before 
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your 
Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 
have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus	 LSB 178 
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Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 162 

P	 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C	 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

Pax Domini	 LSB 163 

P	 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C	 Amen. 
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Agnus Dei	 LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given 
into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

The Dismissal 

P	 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C	 Amen. 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis	 LSB 182 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A	 Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C	 Amen. 

Benediction	 LSB 166 

P	 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C	 Amen. 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat	 LSB 412 

 

 

 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Weekly Memory Verse: 
“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” Leviticus 19:18 

Give to LCGS through PayPal: 

 
Upcoming Events: 

• Saturday, January 31 at noon. Social Ministry: Sandwich-making for the 
men’s shelter.  Please join our social ministry team for this wonderful 
opportunity to serve our neighbors. 

• Saturday, January 31, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Olney Civic Fund Barrel-Aged Beer 
Fest. Local breweries compete for the Olney’s Choice Award. Live music. 
Food available from La Table du Chateau. Proceeds support Olney Help. See 
Olney Civic Fund website for tickets. 

• Sunday, February 1, following church: New Prayer Group. Learn more 
about prayer and discuss ways to enrich one’s prayer life. See Barbara 
Stephenson for more information. 

• Saturday February 14th at 7 p.m. Concert: Fran Vielma Quartet. Award-
winning Venezuelan percussionist fuses modern jazz and Latin American 
rhythm. Perfect Valentine’s Day date! Tickets $10. 
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