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Holy Communion will resume on January 4, 2026 
Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available upon request. 

 

 

Holy Communion is… 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ received “in, with, and 
under” the bread and wine for God’s People. Matthew 26:26, 28 

  Coming to the table believing the words “given and shed FOR YOU.”  
 Preparation might involve three questions: 
  Do I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Am I sorry for my sins? 
                           Am I ready to lead a new life? 
 God’s grace in “forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.”  

Matthew 26:28; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Romans 6:8-9; Romans 8:31-32 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Alleluia. My eyes have seen your salvation; a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to your people Israel. Alleluia. 
Luke 2:30, 32 

 
 

  

 

Please turn off all electronic devices during our worship together, so that we can 

give glory to God without distraction. 

Nursery:  The room located at the back of the sanctuary (with windows into the 

sanctuary), has been set aside for children to be able to play comfortably during 

Worship. At this time, we ask a parent to remain with their child while using this 

space. There is a sound system located on the wall to the right after entering the 

room which allows you to listen to the service.   
 

Please feel free to ask an Elder to assist you as needed. 

Welcome to worship at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Please scan the QR Code to register as our guest. You can also sign 

the Guest Registry located at the entrance to our Sanctuary. 

Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Post-Communion Canticle: Text: Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. 
Used by permission. Music: Public domain.. 



3 

First Sunday after Christmas 
December 28, 2025 | 10:30 AM 

Welcome  

Prelude               

Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Grace LSB 151 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn                          Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB 375 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
 and out of Egypt I called my son. 
Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
 lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; 
 she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” 
Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, 
 and your eyes from tears, 
for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, 
 and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, 
 and your children shall come back to their own country.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
 and out of Egypt I called my son. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis              Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human 
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be 
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7–14 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 
 the praises of the LORD, 
according to all that the LORD has granted us, 
 and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely.” 
 And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 
 and grieved his Holy Spirit; 
therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
 and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 
 of Moses and his people. 
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
 with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of them 
 his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 
 to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
 to make for himself an everlasting name, 
 13who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 
 they did not stumble. 
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14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
 the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 
So you led your people, 
 to make for yourself a glorious name. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b 

1Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are the works of the LORD, 
 studied by all who delight in them. 
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 
4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5He provides food for those who fear him; 
 he remembers his covenant forever. 
6He has shown his people the power of his works, 
 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8they are established forever and ever, 
 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 
 Holy and awesome is his name! 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
 His praise endures forever! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 

 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia                                Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. unknown, alt. 
Text and tune: Bohemian, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the 
child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
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Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he 
rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called 
a Nazarene.” 
  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day             O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild LSB 546 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Geoffrey W. Daisley, 1877–1939, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Frieda Pietsch, 1904–82, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Reflection  Alex Predoehl 

 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Anthem                                        Night of the Father's Love 

Of the Father's love begotten, 
ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 
He, the source, the ending, He. 

Of the things that are, that have been 
and the future years shall see, 
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evermore and evermore. 
 

Of the Father's love begotten, 
ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega. 
Of the things that are, that have been, 

and the future years shall see. 
Of the Father's love begotten, 

held in this nativity, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace 
evermore and evermore. 

 
Silent night!  Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

'round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace 

 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
evermore and evermore. 

 
Words - ©2006 Lorenz Publishing Corporation, The 

Contributors: Pepper Choplin 
reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726546. All rights reserved. 

 
Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Offertory                                All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

L Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis  

Now let Your servants go in peace, 
Salvation have we seen here. 

The Gentiles' light, for Israel joy, 
In Jesus, Savior most dear. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby, 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart                             In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726546. All rights reserved. 
 

Announcements  

 

Dismissal 

 

Postlude     
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Galatians 4:4 – “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law.” Jesus was born under the 
law so that He might fulfill the law in our place. His perfect righteousness is 
credited to us. And it is this free forgiveness of sins and this crediting of 
righteousness that sets us free to follow our Lord in godly living. Since we 
are freed from the law’s condemnation, we are freed from any mercenary 
attitudes. Now that the Lord has shown His love to us in saving us, we freely 
show our thanks to Him in generosity, humility and kindness. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



16 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Reverend Timothy M. Boerger, Pastor 

4200 Olney-Laytonsville Road 

Olney, Maryland 20832 

www.olneygoodshepherd.org  

 


