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The Nativity of Our Lord 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 December 25, 2025 | 10:30 AM 

Welcome  

Prelude                                         

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn                                         O Sing of Christ LSB 362 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
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 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis                     Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7 
1Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3“Let us burst their bonds apart 
 and cast away their cords from us.” 
4He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6“As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have begotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
10Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–6 

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
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 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 
“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia                                Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref): tr. unknown, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Vincent Pisek, 1859–1930 
Text and tune: Bohemian, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In 
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him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And 
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one 
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Children's Message 

 
Hymn of the Day                 See amid the Winter’s Snow LSB 373 
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Sermon  Pastor Timothy Boerger 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Hymn                                 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt LSB 369 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory                             All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360 
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You 
in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  

O holy, holy Lord of hosts, 
Your praise the earth is singing. 
Hosanna, blest is He who comes, 

Salvation to us bringing. 
This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  

O Lamb of God who takes away 
The whole world's sin, have mercy. 
O Lamb of God, grant peace to us, 

That we from sin may be free. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Sit 
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Distribution (Rail) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given 
into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymn                 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly LSB 393 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 
Text and tune: Polish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis  

Now let Your servants go in peace, 
Salvation have we seen here. 

The Gentiles' light, for Israel joy, 
In Jesus, Savior most dear. 
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Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby, 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart                     Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements  

 
Dismissal 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude     

 
 
 
 
 

The Christmas tree in our sanctuary was donated by Jean and David Krueger 
in memory of their son, Christopher Krueger. 

 

The beautiful poinsettias which grace the Sanctuary were given by: 

Ann & Bob Wolters Dedicated to the Memory of Mr & Mrs Elmer Wolters 
& Mr & Mrs John Cameron 

Ann & Bob Wolters In Honor of Dovanon, Camero, Fiona, & Sean 

Andy & Lisa Carpenter In Memory of Andy’s parents  

Andy & Lisa Carpenter In Memory of Lisa’s stepfather 

Cheryl & John Malina In Honor of Kristen & Reid Laidlaw 

Mary & Mike Rajnik In Memory of Loved Ones 

Carl & Jackie Schulten In Memory of Duart Crabtree 

Carl & Jackie Schulten To Honor our faith family at Good Shepherd 

Greg & Nina Mullen To the Glory of God 

Jim & Connie Strachan In Memory of Our Parents 

Chuck & Sherrie Dean In Memory of Our Parents 
 

  

Acknowledgments: Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Nunc Dimittis: Text: Copyright © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. Music: Public domain. 
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Reverend Timothy M. Boerger, Pastor 

4200 Olney-Laytonsville Road 
Olney, Maryland 20832 

www.olneygoodshepherd.org  
 

Welcome to worship at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 
Please scan the QR Code to register as our guest. You can also sign 
the Guest Registry located at the entrance to our Sanctuary. 


