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Welcome!  We hope that you’ll find this a safe place to be transparent with 
yourself and with God, a safe place to admit that maybe you’re not ok at the 
moment, that maybe what you’re really feeling is sad, discouraged, or even angry.  

This is a place for you to be real with your struggles and your questions. 

 
Welcome 

 
Gathering 

L The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

L Be merciful to me, O Lord. 

C For in you my soul takes refuge. 

L You keep count of all my worries. 

C You put my tears in your bottle; are they not written in your book? 

L The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
who live in a land of deep shadow, a light has shone. 

C For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden upon 
their shoulders, you have broken in pieces, O God, our Redeemer. 

L We welcome you O Christ, Light of the World. 
 In the midst of our suffering, help us to worship you in spirit and in 

truth. 
 

Opening Prayer 

L Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
In this season of rejoicing, we come to you weary and grieving. 
In this season of feasting, we hunger for healing and relief. 
In this season of light, our hearts are veiled in sorrow and shadow. 
How long, O Lord? Will this season ever end? 
 
Draw near to us, O Father,  
and remind us through your Son that  
Those who are weary will find rest, 
Those who mourn will be comforted, 
Those who hunger will be filled. 
The Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness will not overcome it.. 

C God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for those who 
live with painful thoughts and memories.  We ask for strength for 
today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past.  We ask these 
things in the name of Christ, who shares our life in joy and sorrow, 
death and new birth, despair and promise.  Amen. 
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Hymn                                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading Psalm 13 

1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain in my soul 

    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
4 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6 I will sing to the Lord 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Reading Isaiah 40:1–5 

1 “Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. 
2  “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her forced labor has been completed; 
her iniquity has been pardoned. 
For she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her sins.” 
3  A voice of one calling: “Prepare the way for the LORD in the wilderness; 
make a straight highway for our God in the desert. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made low;  
the uneven ground will become smooth, and the rugged land a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all humanity together will 
see it.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Matthew 11:28–30 

28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/40-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/40-5.htm
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Message  Pastor Timothy Boerger 

 
Hymn                                    The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want LSB 710 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 
Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Remembering 

L This first candle we light is in remembrance of those whom we have 
loved and lost.  (Pause while the first candle is lit.)  We pause to 
remember their name, their face, their voice, the memory that binds 
them to us in this season. 

C May God’s eternal love surround all who mourn. 

L This second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of 
relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health.  (Pause while the 
second candle is lit.). We pause to gather up the pain of the past and 
offer it to God, asking that from God’s hands we receive the gift of peace. 

C Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and lead us into your future. 

L This third candle we light is to remember ourselves this Christmas time. 
We pause and remember these past weeks and months: the disbelief, 
the feeling of emptiness, the down times, the anger, the poignancy of 
reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family and friends, all those 
who stood with us.  (Pause while the third candle is lit.). We give thanks 
for all the support we have known. 
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C Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 

L This fourth candle we light is to remember our faith and the gift of hope 
which the Christmas story offers to us.  (Pause while the fourth candle is 
lit.) We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a place and 
time of no more pain and suffering. 

C Let us remember the one who shows the way, who brings the truth 
and who bears the light. 

 
Lighting of Individual Candles 

L Each of us comes bearing our own hurts, sorrows, and broken places.  I 
want to invite each of you to offer your personal wound to the God who 
loves each of us deeply and wants to carry our pain.  God waits 
patiently, gently calling out: “Give me your pain, come to me… all who 
labor and are heavy laden, I will refresh you!” 

 
 I invite each of you to come forward and light a candle and place it in the 

sand.  As you light the candle, remember that it is God who lights a 
candle in our darkness and holds us close until we are able to shine. 

  
 If you wish, you may also kneel at the altar rail for the laying on of 

hands and a blessing, or you may return to your seat. 
 

L These candles in their brightness are only symbols, but as they burn 
and finally go out, we remember that suffering passes, though memory 
remains forever. 

 
Hymn                                       Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 
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Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Note: Music will be played after the Closing Prayer and Benediction.  You are invited to 
stay and pray.  You are welcome to leave when you are ready, and we ask that you do so 
silently out of respect for those still praying.  If you would like someone to individually 
pray with you, please come forward at the end of the service or raise your hand where 
you are seated and we will join you. 

 
Closing Prayer 

L Jesus, you are full of compassion, you understand our pain. 
Our suffering changes our experience of you and the celebration of your 

birth. 
We are caught between remembering happier times and grieving what 

might have been. 
In our loss we feel cut off- disconnected, adrift, alone. 
Root us in your steadfast love. 
Anchor us in your faithful promises. 
Hold us, and all who weep this holy season throughout the world- 
those who mourn, those far from home, those looking for work, 
the lonely, the addicted, the abused, 
the estranged, the oppressed, the enslaved, 
the poor, victims of war, the sick and dying. 
Shelter and sustain us all with your healing and hope, your peace and 

light. 
We love you, we need you, we trust you, 
We ask this in your name Jesus, praying as you taught us… 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

L May the hope of the Christ Child sustain us through this darkness that 
together we may shine again. 

C Amen. 
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