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opportunities



FINANCIAL REPORT



FINANCIAL REPORT



FINANCIAL REPORT



FINANCIAL REPORT



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
REPORT



AB RACEHORSE POPULATION 2008 - 2025

2008 Peak

756
Horses

2021 Low

409
Historic Bottom

2025 Recovery

565
Current Level

Net Change
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2008-2021 Decline: -46% 2022-2025 Recovery: +28%

KEY INSIGHTS

13-Year Decline (2008-2021): Lost 347 horses or 46% of population
Recent Momentum: +28% growth from 2022-2025 represents the strongest 3-year expansion period in the dataset



Total Wagering Handle 2008–2025
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2008-2011 Collapse: -67% 2022-2025 Recovery: +37%

LONG-TERM HANDLE TREND

2008 Start

$13.2M
2011 Crisis

$4.3M
Historic Low

2025 Recovery

$13.3M
Exceeds 2008

Total Growth

    +207%   
     2011 → 2025



Key Performance Indicators

Total Handle

$12,616,659
Export Handle

$11,684,692

Live Handle

$930,534
Live %

7.4%

Top Month: June 2025 ($1,907,326) | Peak Live %: July 2025 (11.6%)

2025 A TRACK HANDLE OVERVIEW



Metric 2025 Actual Target Status

Race Days 81 83 ▼

Total Races 805 — —

Total Horses 6,234 — —

Total Purses $8,046,931 — —

Total Overnight Purses $5,634,500 — —

Avg Purse No Stakes $69,562 $70,000

Avg Races per Day 9.94 7.5 ▲

Avg Horses per Race 7.74 7.5 ▲

Strong performance with 7.74 starters per race and 9.94 races per day exceeding target

Performance Summary vs. Targets

2025 YEAR-END METRICS



Four-Year Funding Distribution Analysis
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$5,780,580

$1,301,820

$6,404,019

$1,442,016

$6,896,000

$1,702,380

$6,796,766

$1,685,690

$7.3M

Purses (A+B Track) BIP RPIP

$8.0M $8.8M $8.7M

Total funding grew 19.2% from 2023 ($7.3M) to peak 2025 ($8.8M), with slight decrease in 2026 ($8.7M)

FUNDING TRENDS 2023-2026



YEARLING SALE TRENDS



Preview night 
Saturday, October 24 | 5pm to 8pm

2026 YEARLING SALE 

Sale Day
Sunday, October 25 | 2PM

VIDEO TOUR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNo5uOfM76M


April 24 to 26, 2026  Red Deer

Canada Day Celebration July 1st

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLANS 2026

VR Booth Stampeders Pre Game: 
June 20 | Jul 2 | Aug 13

Stampede Parade 
July 3rd 



Following the success of last year’s Bid for the Boys fundraiser, ASHA recognized the need to 
create a more sustainable, long-term way to support our own. The ASHA Homestretch Assistance 
Program is a member-funded initiative designed to help members in good standing facing 
unexpected hardship, including medical emergencies, loss of essential equipment, accidents, or 
sudden financial strain. Applications are reviewed by the ASHA Board within 5 business days, 
with support of up to $2,500 provided based on need and available funds. Fully funded through 
ASHA fundraisers and donations, this program reflects our commitment to showing up for one 
another—last year alone, we were able to give back over $9.000 to members in need.

NEW! HOMESTRETCH ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



CANADIAN HORSE RACING HALL OF FAME

CONGRATULATIONS

DR. STEWART



PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT



● 2025 represented a year with the most racehorses, highest handle, and highest 
purses we have seen for several years.

○ Despite these strong performance metrics, 2025 was also a year of challenge, 
with purse money being stretched across more horses/trainers/owners, 
multiple race day cancellations, and a reduction in slot performance for the 
year.

○ This highlights important considerations for ASHA as it relates to relying on 
third party performance (slots, track maintenance), as well as scaling growth 
going forward.

● How does ASHA continue to grow (purses, horses, membership, race days, etc.), while 
facing relatively flat slot revenues and continued competition from sports betting?

○ ASHA likely needs to take a more active role in sponsorship procurement, as 
well as integration with new-age betting platforms.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
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● 2026 represents a critical year for ASHA, with important negotiations upcoming on 
the next race calendar MOU, BIP and purse funding. 

○ ASHA has positioned itself well in terms of performance metrics over the past 
number of years,to make meaningful gains in this round of funding 
negotiations.

○ Every percentage matters!

● ASHA and its representatives need to be “all-in” to ensure the best possible 
outcomes.

○ This doesn’t just apply to board volunteers but to the backstretch as whole - we 
all need to be active, positive participants to protect and grow horse racing.

○ A “how can I help” mindset will go a long way in identifying and achieving our 
goals.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

● ASHA and its membership also need to be cautious and prepared moving forward 
amid recent track closures across Canada and North America as a whole. 

○ Alberta horse racing is uniquely positioned compared to most jurisdictions due 
to the establishment of the Horse Racing Alberta Act as a piece of legislation, 
and HRA’s close ties to government. 

○ Despite this, it is critical for ASHA to continue to grow/maintain horse 
population (racehorse + breeding), while also bringing new fans to the 
racetrack.

○ Community integration and on-track events are as important as ever before to 
build our public licence and education. 

● The current slot agreement with the Government of Alberta expires in 2031, meaning  
the next few years are vitally important in ensuring our industry is strongly 
positioned to lock in a strong extension. 



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

● I am very much appreciative and honored to have had the opportunity to serve this 
membership as President over the past two years. 

● The circumstances leading into my Presidency lended itself to some unique 
challenges, but I had great people around to support me and lean on for their 
experience. 

● I think we made some great gains in terms of handle, marketing, and event growth, 
with some lessons learned along the way that Nancy, along with the next board of 
directors, can use to shape the future of ASHA.

● I will not be running for re-election, but am grateful to see so many interested 
members who do plan on running for the board.

● Additionally, the new ASHA Board of Directors will select my replacement on the 
HRA board, to complete the last year of my three year term.



HRA REPORT



HRA Sources or Revenue



HRA Funding Allocation



 Purse Allocation 



 BREED IMPROVEMENT ALLOCATION 



ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS – 2026

President (two-year term) – Don McDougall

Vice President (two-year term) – Jackson Wittup

Breeders Chair (two-year term) – Wally Slopinaka

Owners Chair (two-year term) – Chris Lambie 

Director (One-Year Term) – Bret Litke

Director (Two-Year Term) – Jamie Gray

 Director (Two-Year Term) – Sam Johnson

Director (Two-Year Term) – Kelly Hoerdt

ELECTED BREEDERS 
COMMITTEE MEMEBRS 2026

Breeders Committee

Donna Wyse

Jane Rickard

Nick Sass

Carl Archibald 

2026 AGM 
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