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RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

Religious Education classes begin on Wednesday, September 23 for grades 1-12!
If you have not registered yet, now is the time! You can go online from the website
www.icchurchottoville.org, scanthe QR code, or stop by the office.

4 GRIEFSHARE N\

A Grief Support Group

Come join us! Our support group offers help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. In our
GriefShare group you will find understanding, guidance, relief and a safe place to navigate the challenges
of grief that is open to all adults in our area. Our next session begins on Tuesday, September 8, 2026
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Delphos St. John Ministry Center, located at 201 N. Pierce Street
in Delphos.

Registration can be completed at the GriefShare website at www.griefshare.org
OR by contacting Kathy Ulm, program coordinator, at 419-516-3994 or Delphos

\ St. John The Evangelist Ministry Center at 419-695-4050. /

900

WE ARE
HIRING!
A

5

Employment Opportunity - Part-Time
Facilities Manager (Rental & Gym)

|

Immaculate Conception Parish is

i seeking a part-time Facilities Manager

to oversee the care, scheduling, and readiness of

our Parish Center and gymnasium. This position
helps ensure our facilities remain clean, safe,
welcoming, and prepared for parish ministries,

renters, athletic programs, and
community events.

We are looking for someone who is organized,
dependable, and enjoys serving the parish
community. If you are interested in this
opportunity, please contact Judi at the Parish
Office at 419-453-3513 or
icbusiness@icchurchottoville.org.

In the meantime, for all Parish Center and gym
rental inquiries, please contact Jim Rhodes.

Join us for a1 hour Yoga session
All skill levels welcome

Saturday August 22

: %j@ SPONSORED BY:

NO FEE FOR YOU!

o Coffee, tea, & energy drinks available fo

purchase after Yoga from:
(Drink truck will be in the park 8:30-11 AM -spread the word!)
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hello Friends,

This past week, Pope Leo XIV made some headlines by meeting with an American musical and artistic
legend, Patti Smith! Going back to Pope St. John Paul ll, each pope meets with “special” people in a public
fashion to say “l am with you” in regard to some aspects of their work or ministry or even lifestyle. (Pope John
Paul Il did so with those resisting communism. Pope Benedict was famous for meeting with scholars and
Catholic traditionalists. Pope Francis was well known for meeting people who were socially or culturally
marginalized.)

Pope Leo XIV has never forgotten his Chicago roots. As he said in a recent interview, he is first and foremost
“The Pope” and is for all people; but, like John Paul Il (who was always loyal to his homeland of Poland) he
loves connecting with people back home. Patti Smith is a native Chicagoan. And who is Patti Smith?

Patti Smith is a prolific lyricist and songwriter and performer and is famous for
a couple songs “Because the Night” (which she wrote with Bruce Springsteen
and was covered by the Catholic Natalie Merchant and her band The 10,000
Maniacs) and “Dancing Barefoot” (which has a resurgence in the Daisy Jones
and the Six tv show.) But, more than this, she was a very young forerunner of
the 1970s Punk movement out of New York City and she composed many
provocative songs (including “Gloria”; which is not the type of song you would
ever hear in Church!) which led many Christians (as Patti tells it) to say to her
“We are praying for your soul.” For the most part, itis not the kind of music
thatis “gentle” on the ears, it’s an
acquired taste (Patti has a very distinctive
voice; soulful; and sometimes she’ll yell
and use abrasive language). Yet, Patti

8 Smith, to this day (she has become an acclaimed author) is one of those
| people (like a St. John the Baptist) who has something to say. She comes
 across as “real” and thoughtful (and well-read) and, genuine and
sometimes prophetic. She is a poet. From her early Punk days (she was
famous for not wearing makeup and she often dressed like “one of the
guys”, and she didn’t usually comb her hair) to her quieter days of
domestic life and motherhood and her husband’s alcohol problems and
his early death, she has written about the full spectrum of life.

palli smith groap
EASTER

Some people evolve. Ever since the Pope Francis pontificate Patti Smith has offered to help spread the
message of peace and has made herself available to the Vatican whenever she’s been in Rome. (The Catholic
Church continues our wonderful history of supporting artists! Working together to give glory to God and to
inspire people!) In this recent meeting, Patti’s humility was on full display. Many reports said that this bold
revolutionary female rock and roll artist was “giddy” when meeting with her fellow Chicagoan, Pope Leo. She
was certainly humble and happy. Pope Leo was kind, respectful, and let her be herself. (Pope Leo is apparently
a fan of American songwriters from the 1960s and 1970s; including Bob Dylan, referencing his work in a recent
papal document!)

To many of us, this meeting was beautiful because it represents mutual respect and the Church not “holding
something against” a person who did and said provocative things in their work and youth and who did not “fit
the mold” (including any kind of mold of proper “femininity”.) Patti Smith was an icon in the victories of
women’s self-expression in American culture. Both Leo and Patti have made a difference and have come a long
way in life and it was exciting to see them together! —-Fr. George Mahas—


mailto:icbusiness@icchurchottoville.org
http://www.icchurchottoville.org
http://www.griefshare.org

End of Fiscal Year

As a parish family, we continue to
pray for Cory as he begins his
second year in the Diocese of
Toledo's Diaconate
Discernment & Formation
Program. We are grateful for his
generous response to God's call
and ask that you also keep Shelly
and their girls in your prayers as
they faithfully support him on this
journey of discerning the
Sacrament of Holy Orders.

We are blessed by your witness of faith and willingness to
serve Christ and His Church. May the Holy Spirit continue to
guide and strengthen your family throughout this time of
formation.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to Fr. Kent for
celebrating Mass with us last Saturday and for the joy of
celebrating the Baptism of Cory and Shelly's daughter,
Amelia. As he marks
his 33rd year of
priestly ministry, we
are especially grateful
for his faithful service,
dedication, and the
many blessings he has
shared with our parish
and beyond. May God
continue to bless him
in his vocation for
many years to come.

@

CANAL SIIPE CHATS

FAITH, FRIENDS, AND FATHER

MEN - Canal Side Chats Are Back!

This is a casual, relaxed gathering where adult men
can gather, and grow in faith.

Our last session for the season is Wednesday,
August 19th at 7:00 PM at Canal Side Burgers and
Brew. The speaker for the evening will be Fr. Hunyor.
While he is still prayerfully discerning his topic, you
can be sure it will be an inspiring and meaningful
presentation

Join us for an evening of fellowship and conversation
as we grow together in our Catholic faith.

This event is open to all adult men. Light appetizers
will be provided, and a cash bar will be available.

Come as you are—and bring a friend!
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Allar, Sanctuary & Lilurgical 332 553.589
Othar Adminisirativa
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[OPERATING GAIN OR (LOSS) [ [§ 50,925.39 | [Bingo-ICY 5 378.63

Welcoming Our New Altar Servers

We extend a heartfelt thank you to our 7 new altar servers who faithfully served throughout the
summer, learning the responsibilities and reverence that come with this important ministry.

Your dedication, attentiveness, and willingness to serve are a true blessing to our parish.

A special thank you as well to our adult altar servers, especially Art Hoehn, who generously gave their time to mentor and guide
these new members. Your support and example have been instrumental in helping them grow in confidence and skill.

May this be the beginning of a meaningful journey of service for our new altar servers!




