|August 15-16, 2026 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
189-A N. Church Street ¢ P.O.Box 296 e Ottoville, OH 45876
Telephone: (419) 453-3513 ¢ Email: icoffice@icchurchottoville.org
Website: www.icchurchottoville.org
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
“Building Strong Catholic Families...Building Strong Catholic Faith ”

BAPTISM: First time parents are required to attend
baptism instruction. To arrange Baptism or instruction, call
the Parish Office at (419) 453-3513.

MATRIMONY: To begin the preparation process or to have
Wedding Banns published in the bulletin, call the Parish
Office at (419) 453-3513.

RECONCILIATION: Saturdays from 3:30 to 3:45 p.m.
or by appointment.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Contact the Parish Office at
{419) 453-3513. In case of an after office hours emergency,
call the Parish Office and select the option to be transferred
to the Rectory.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): For those
interested in joining the Catholic faith, please call the Parish
Office at (419) 453-3513.

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY - 12:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY - 8:00 a.m.
THURSDAY & FRIDAY - 8:00 am.
SATURDAY - 400 p.m.
SUNDAY - 10:30 am.

BULLETIN ARTICLES SHOULD
BE SUBMITTED BY 10:00 A.M.
ON WEDNESDAY.

Find us on

Facebook

PASTOR: Very Reverend George Mahas
Dean — Saint George Deanery
Office and Emergencies Ext. 3:
(419) 453-3513
Email: gmahas@toledodiocese.org

BUSINESS MANAGER: Judi Kuhlman
Office Phone: (419)453-3513
Email: icbusiness@icchurchottoville.org

SECRETARY: Kayla Richards
Office Phone: (419)453-3513
Email: icoffice@icchurchottoville.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Sherrie Looser
Office Phone: (419) 453-3513
Email: icreligioused@icchurchottoville.org

YOUTH MINISTRY: Dawn Schnipke
Office Phone: (419)453-3513
Email: icyministry@jicchurchottoville.org
Cell: (419) 513-9835

ADULT & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY OCIA: Shannon Schlagbaum
Office Phone: (419) 453-3513
Email :icadultministry@icchurchottoville.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Sharon Horstman
Home Phone: (567) 204-2737

FLOWERS: Sue Beining
Home Phone: (419) 453-3826

SACRISTAN: Lisa Bendele

MAINTENANCE:
Robert Warnecke—Home Phone: (419) 453-3055
Jim Rhodes—Cell Phone: (419) 236-3616

COORDINATOR OF FACILITIES AND RENTALS (CYO):
Office: (419) 453-3513

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Jason Swint, President
Bill Beining, Randy Warnecke, Sue Luersman,
Brittany Hahn, Brent Hoersten, Tina Miller,
Jen Schnipke, Jeremy Ebert, Jodi Hilvers

FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Brian Beining Chris Ricker
Theresa Von Sossan Cheryl Siefker
Dave Eickholt

CEMETERY BOARD PRESIDENT: Eric Schnipke
Phone: (419) 905-8947

CEMETERY SEXTON: Nancy Vetter
Cell Phone: (419) 230-2553
Email: icstmary@jicchurchottoville.org



" GMass Intentions

08/15 (Saturday) Deceased Family Members of
4:00 p.m. Art & Margie Schmersal
08/16 (Sunday)
8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Barbara's
10:30 a.m.  Lloyd & Leona Landin

08/17 (Monday) No Mass

08/18 (Tuesday)
12:00 p.m.

Donald Warnecke
For the People of Immaculate
Conception & St. Barbara Parishes

08/19 (Wednesday)

8:00 a.m. Bettie & Paul Altenburger

08/20 (Thursday)
8:00 a.m. Paul Ruen
6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Barbara's
08/21 (Friday)
8:00 a.m. Joe & Cookie Kaverman
08/22 (Saturday)
4:00 p.m. Gebhard Gasser
08/23 (Sunday)
8:00 a.m.  Mass at St. Barbara’s
10:30 a.m.  Fr. Jerry Schetter

Next Weekend’s Readings - Auqust 22-23, 2026

Isaiah 22:19-23 Romans 11:33-36

Matthew 16:13-20
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Abigail Hilvers &
Logan Ridenour

#- & MEMORIAL CANDLES
In memory of
Julie Schmersal

MEMORIAL FLOWERS ON
THE ALTAR
Robert Rayman

Happy 50th
Wedding .ﬂnnwersary!

- Congratulations to Art & Margie
*""' Schmersal as they celebrated their 501.‘ %

- Wedding Anniversary on August 14tﬁ?v‘~ '
e ‘We give thanks to God for the gift of y ;'
" faithful love and commitment to one '
' another. May the Lord continue to bless
%901& with abundant joy, good health, a.n@

L. many more years of happiness togetﬁe’i:,
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g»., Congratulations on this wondéW
gg,‘ milestone!
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Immaculate Conception 7
Parish Fall Festival
Sunday, October 11th

SAVE THE DATE!!

q 2 Join us for a fun-filled day with:
A L) Delicious Food

Games for All Ages

Raffle Booth

Live Entertainment
Family Fun and Fellowshi
Lo Y 'P
g ‘% Don't miss this wonderful
F community celebration!

e

" * More details coming soon!
&

Volunteers Needed!!!

Our Religious Education program operates successfully because of our volunteers.

We are looking for caring and faith-filled volunteers to help guide the next generation in growing
their relationship with God. Currently, we are looking for a 5th grade teacher and teacher’s aide.

Please contact the parish office at 419-453-3513 or email icreligioused@icchurchottoville.org if you are interested in
helping our youth grow closer to their Catholic faith!
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hello Friends,

If you have ever wondered “what happened” to the historical sites connected to Christ you are certainly not
alone. One woman not only wanted to see the places of Jesus (especially in regard to his Passion), but she also
wanted to preserve as much as she could. Remarkably, she was empowered to do so, although she had no
“training” for such a responsibility and it was not what women “normally” were allowed to do. Among the many
saints of the Church, there was no one who did the archeological work that St. Helena completed. August 18 is
her Feast Day.

Her story is remarkable and it goes to show the importance of never losing hope and praying always.

Helena was born of “common” origins around the year 250ad. By chance or by destiny, she became the spouse
of the rising Roman Emperor whose life would become unstable due to the power struggles of the times. This,
and her husband’s fickle ways, led to her abandonment and she was divorced. Sadly, she was not given the
opportunity to raise her only son. Yet, her faith (she was a Christian at a time when Christians were in the
minority and in danger of persecution) kept her going and kept her hoping and praying for the best; especially
for her son, Constantine.

As we know, prayers can have mysterious effects. Even when we are not immediately with the person we are
praying for, our prayers can have a way of re-directing someone’s life when they encounter God’s graces.
Helena prayed hard for her son’s future. The time came for his encounter with a “sign” from above. Famously
(as he would later tell the story), he saw a cross in the sky and heard a voice tell him, “By this sign conquer”.
The Cross is what we now know as the Chi-Rho. At the famous Battle of Milvian Bridge (312ad), Constantine’s
men were victorious and he won the contested emperorship during a time when West and East were in great
tumult. Becoming the Supreme Emperor, one of his first acts (a decision he never wavered from) was to
empower and redeem his mother. From a divorced and abandoned woman, she became the most spiritually
influential person in the government. Constantine trusted his mother completely.

And what did she want to do? Even though she had entered into her 60s, she wanted to explore and, if possible,
; breserve the sites of Christ and to send back to Rome anything of the

. ~ highest spiritual meaning (Constantine permitted Christianity and built it
- up, and eventually it became the official religion of Rome and beyond).

” -

®  Helena and her well-financed team traveled and explored Jerusalem

- extensively. She is said to have discovered the True Cross by testing the
healing values of discarded timber from crucifixions. She sent such holy
fragments to Rome (and later, beyond) where they are held in the
highest places of Catholic veneration. She also discovered the Holy
Stairs (Scala Sancta) of Christ’s Trial and sent those to Rome. Pilgrims,
to this day, are permitted to climb these stairs, but only on their knees.
And she built the basilica where Christ was crucified and entombed.
This basilica, which is one of the most venerated Christian pilgrimage
sites in the world, is called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. And there
were additional contributions she made until she passed away around
the age of 80.

There is always someone to thank for what we have in our lives. This week, on August 18, we remember to
thank a specially chosen woman who sought the sites of Our Savior and preserved all that she could. We are
the beneficiaries of her legacy. -Fr. George Mahas—



Back-to-School Sports Blessing

Bring your game to Church! On
'§u'n-day, August 23" at 10:30am mass,
Immaculate Conception will hoid a
Blessing of Fall Athletes. All youth,
._Iu“\.igh school, and adult athletes and
coaches are invited to attend. Wear

your team jersey!
I
Join us as we pray for safety,

sportsmanship, and a successful

‘season!

o Blessing 4.,
of the 222,
|\ Backpacks

Students of all ages, from
preschool to college, are
invited to bring their
backpacks to Mass for a
special blessing as we
begin a new school year.

——__———_——————————————ﬂ

Welcome, St. Carlo!

St. Carlo has arrived and is settling into his new space! We are so grateful to Dawn

#l and Eric for organizing and coordinating this wonderful campus project, Dr. Tom for

the clear-coat, Aaron for the beautiful stamped concrete
work, and K&L for their generous donation.

A special thank-you to all of our VBS students and their
families whose support helped make this project a
reality! What a wonderful new addition to our
parish campus!

Everyone is invited to enjoy the benches—bring a friend,
watch the sunset, pray, or simply take a moment to relax.

in October. We look forward to gathering together to officially
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A special blessing of St. Carlo and his new space will take place |
bless this beautiful addition to our parish! :
I
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Yow're Jnvifed!

CIA:

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

%*1**#***
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Raffle Booth Donations

FOR ADULTS We are seeking donations for the Parish
! Festival Raffle Booth! If you would like to
74 JWM?,% Faifh. 74[(,{1,m6'énﬂ‘ contribute, you may donate an item or

make a monetary donation, and the
committee will purchase an item on your
behalf.

Have you been thinking about becoming Cathalic?
Are you an adult Catholic who has not received
all the Sacraments? You are not alone,
We are here to walk with you,

¢ ltem Donations: Drop off at the
Parish Office by Monday, September
21st. If you would like your item
picked up, please contact
Dawn Schnipke at 419-513-9835
¢ Monetary Donations: Please make
checks payable to Immaculate
Conception Church—Raffle Booth
mail to the IC Parish Office,

OCIA IS FOR YOU IF YOU ARE...

@6 0

EXPLORING NEW TO ALREADY BAPTIZED SEEKING A
THE FAITH THE FAITH | CATHOLIC DEEPER FAITH

4 P.O. Box 296, Ottoville, OH 45876

CLASSES START IN EVERY JOURNEY .

g / BEGMEWIFH k2SS | Donations may also be dropped off at the

er! L‘f‘mw“"dﬁh"“"m’?w |} Parish Office during business hours
3 & 0 e (M-Th: 8am-3pm)
INTERESTED? WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Call or text Or email Thank you for your generous support!
Shannon Schlagbaum @ icadultministry@ :
419-230-6415 icchurchottoville.org A
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MEN - Canal Side

e
— =

——m Chats Are Back!
CANAL SIDE CHATS

FAITH, FRIENDS, AND FATHER

Thisis a casual,
relaxed gathering
where adult men RELIGIOUS
can gather, and grow in faith. SWEDUCATION

Our last session for the season is Wednesday,
August 19th at 7:00 PM at Canal Side Burgers
and Brew. The speaker for the evening will
be Fr. Hunyor. His topic will be
“Toxic Masculinity Doesn’t Exist.”

Religious Education classes begin on
Wednesday, September 23 for grades 1-12!

If you have not registered yet, now is the time!

Join us for an evening of fellowship and

conversation as we grow together in our You can go online from the
Catholic faith. website

This event is open to all adult men. Light www.icchurchottoville.org,

appetizers will be provided, and a cash bar will scan the QR code, or stop

be available. by the office.

Come as you are—and bring a friend!




Ecce Youné Adult Choir
s FALL AUDITIONS mm—

¢ s the Holy Spirit inviting you to help people encounter Jesus Christ
through the beauty of sacred choral music?

¢ Do you want to sing the music of Christendom, both ancient and new,
in a way that moves your heart to deeper prayer and love for our Faith?

® Do you desire authentic friendships with other Catholic young adults
who are striving to be intentional disciples of the Lord?

¢ Are you searching for opportunities to go deeper with the Lord
through prayer and spiritual formation?

Is the Lord calling YOU to audition for Ecce?

Email Jessica Schuster (Director) for more information!
jessica.schuster.155@gmail.com

All practicing Catholics ages 18-33 and proficient at reading music are
invited to audition. The final day of auditions is September 12th.

CHECK OUT QUR YOUTUBE CONCERT! §

20OViz
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v °© . A Working together as a community to make
, - "' &/ our park great!
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Raffle Items needed for the o,
2026 Park Carnival @ @'

Saturday, September 5th -

Sunday, September éth

Even if you are unable fo altend the Offoville Park
Carnival, we still need your support and donations

Seeking donatians for both the

" KIDS RAFFLE BOOTH AND

TN
‘“ﬁ%":;{'

= ADULT RAFFLE BOOTH

if you or someone you know would like to donate an item or cash to
purchase items for the raffie booths, please contact:

Brenda Beining 419.203.3474~~Jess Rayman 419.204.3438

Please turn in items by Sunday, August 20th
Cash donations are also accepted to purchase items.

Flease moke checks payable fo “Offovifie Park Playground Equipment Fund”
ond mall to Brenda Beining, PO Box 342, Otfoville, OH 45876

GRIEFSHARE
A Grief Support Group

Come join us! Our support group offers help
and encouragement after the death of a loved
one. In our GriefShare group you will find
understanding, guidance, relief and a safe place
to navigate the challenges of grief that is open
to all adults in our area. Our next session
begins on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 from
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Delphos St.
John Ministry Center, located at 201 N.
Pierce Street in Delphos.

Registration can be completed at the
GriefShare website at www.griefshare.org
OR by contacting Kathy Ulm, program
coordinator, at 419-516-3994 or Delphos
St. John The Evangelist Ministry Center at
419-695-4050.

Lunch in the Park
Thursday, August 20t

Putnam County Senior Citizens Assaciation
1035 E Third St, Ottawa OH
Waterworks Park

Hamburger Platter
Hotdog Platter
Brat Platter
Fried Bologna Platter
Chips, Coleslaw, Dessert, and refreshments available

Flyers courtesy of
The Meadows of Ottawa, Leipsic, & Kalide




August 15th
Sara (Kevin) Beining

August 22nd
Peggy Pohlman

August 29th
Sara Beining

OUR GIFTS TO GOD!

For the week of August 1-2, 2026
Sacrificial Offering—$ 2,137.00
Loose Cash—$ 1,141.00
Parish Center—$ 387.00
Energy—% 56.00
Religious Education—$ 66.00
July EFT—S$ 8,090.00
July Online Giving—$ 1,436.33

For the week of August 8-9, 2026
Sacrificial Offering—$ 2,520.00
Loose Cash—$ 748.50
Parish Center—$ 185.00
Energy—$ 652.00
Religious Education—$ 190.00
Assumption of Mary—$ 1.00

Thank you for your generosity!

KNIGHTS NEWS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.
Knights of Columbus Council 2238
Ottoville, Ohio

MEETING DATES:
2" Sunday of each month at 9:00 a.m.
4" Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
New Members Always Welcome!
PICK 3 LOTTERY WINNERS:
$100.00 drawing for Wednesday, August 12, 2026:
#298—Cathie Phillips

Making our Founder’s Vision a Reality since 1993

MINISTERS OF MASS
If you are unable to fulfill your scheduled service, please do

your best

to find a replacement.

SERVERS

Aug 22 (Saturday) | Katelyn Beining, Kendall Burgei,

4:00 pm Courtney Burgei

Aug 23 (Sunday) | Kendall Norbeck, Taylor

10:30 am Turnwald, Kinley Turnwald
LECTORS

Aug 22 (Saturday) | Theresa Von Sossan

4:00 pm

Aug 23 (Sunday) | Shelly Eickholt

10:30 am

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

Aug 22
4:00 pm

(Saturday)

Host Front/Center:
Peggy Pohiman

Host Handicapped/Choir:
Kim Wannemacher

Cup-Mary’s Side:
Sara Beining
Cup-Joseph’s Side:
Julie Brickner

Aug 23
10:30 am

(Sunday)

Host Front/Center:
Samuel Beining

Host Handicapped/Choir:
Jessica Wurst

Cup-Mary’s Side:
Sarah Zeller
Cup-Joseph’s Side:
Cory Eickholt

USHERS

Aug 22
4:00 pm

(Saturday)

Allan Honigford, Kirt Martz,
Gary Pohlman, Darrell Von Sossan

Aug 23
10:30 am

(Sunday)

David Fischbach, Todd Miller,
Mark Turnwald, Nancy Vetter

FAMILY TO BRING UP OFFERTORY GIFTS

Aug 22 (Saturday)

4:00 pm Volunteers Needed

Aug 23 (Sunday)

10:30 am Volunteers Needed
LADIES TO PRAY THE ROSARY

Aug 17 (Mon) |Alexis Lautzenheiser

Aug 18 (Tues) |Michelle Leach

Aug 19 Wed) |Kim Leis

Aug 20 (Thurs) |Melissa Leis

Aug 21 (Fri) Annie Lindeman

Aug 22 (Sat) | Deb Lindeman

Aug 23 (Sun) |Lisa Lindeman

ALTAR /SANCTUARY CLEANING

Week of August16th: Kari Norbeck & Anne Hemker
Weeks of August 23rd & 30th: Dale & Lisa Bendele Family

MONEY COUNTERS FOR AUGUST

Viv Langhals, Cindy Knippen, Jann Eickholt




LEAF &
BLOOM
weldlingg | secrdiond | pifls

WWWFLOWERSONFIFTH.COM

Ph. 419-453-3825
Fax 419-453-3025

e R 1974

Box 162
17359 State Route 66
Ottoville, OH 45876

BEINING NURSERY

& LANDSCAPING, LLC

www.millercontractinggroup.com

“Helping people get as much
enjoyment from the outside of their
home as they get from the inside,”

www.beiningnursery.com

120 E, Main St. Box 445
Qitovitle, OH 45876
419-453-2527

135 8. Main St. Box 99 302 Deiphos Re.
Glandorf, 0H 45848  Columbus Grove, OM 45830
419-538-2527 419-659-2527

The Fort Jennings State Bank
www.fisb.com
120 N. Water St. Box 186
Fort Jennings, OH 45844

419-286-2527
12E Main 8. Box 124 1300 N. Locust St 100 S. Main St
Leipsic, OH 45856 Ottawa, OH 45875 Continental, OH 45831
419-943-2528 418-523-3013 419-596-2527

RHODES

DYE

REAL ESTATE
& LAND COMPANY

| 419-236-3616

cirhodes@bright.net
N www.dyoreatestate.com

[ — @ —)

EXCAVATING LLC
4|9 -615-8366 |

BUCKEYE
EXTERMINATING
“Your local connection for all
your pest problems.”

419-453-3931 buckeyei.com

Jace Langhals

H19-863-3610

Services
Mowing
Fertilizing

Weed Control
Mulching
Shrub & Smatl Tree Trimming

ttoville Hardware & Furniture Co.

¥ Appliances — Televigion - F
145 W. Third St

loor Covering — Mattress Gallery
= Ottoville, OH

Ottoville Lumber
Company LLC

Tim >
Kramer
Preeident

Phone :419-453-3335 Fax: 419-453-2335

Fanul) Chlropractlc Center
of Ottoville

Dr. Brian J. Saxton
) . 271 NW Canal St Po Box 295
Senuing You Siuce 1954 ‘Ottoville, Ohio 45876 |
Ph:419-453-2279 Fax:419-453-2280
419-453-3338 www.ottovillshardware.com  Appointment Day/Time:
THOMAS SIEFKER, D.D.S.
ABBY SALLISBURY, D.D.S. )
BRENDAN SIEFKER, D.D.S. Love-Heitmeyer Funeral Home, Inc.
Jackson Township

Welcoming New Patients!
125 Main Street, Box 250

Ottoville,

(419) 453-3000

OH 45876

ALTENBURGER

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

419-286-6586
Traditional Funeral & Cremation Services
Pre-Arrangement & Monument Sales

123 East Main Street » PO. Box 266

Ottoville, Ohi

Phone 419.453.3424
Fax 419.453.3425

CATERING + OTTOVILLE

0 45876-0266

412.453.3327
STEAKHOUSE - LIMA

4192345025
DOWNTOWN - C
DELPHOS i e
“DANCE HALL ompany
ol *'ID’WEM Telephone: (419) 453-3313
anz)r; & C’ounbcy
G wers, Uhe.
“Flowers For All Occasions” VF w VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WARS
201 E. Main St. POST 3740
Aol 103 East Third Street
301 W. High St. 124 N. Main St. Ottoville, OH 45876
Lima, Ohio 45801 Bluffton, Ohio 45817
419.228-9883 419-358-4040

B
www.tlrea.com

Langhals Langhals

Cell: 419-233.7911 Celi: 419.843-0242
Email: tlanghals@bright.net
Email:

jacknlanghals@gmail.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker
in Ohio and Indiana

Helping Buyers and Sellers Since 1994

"Ottoville Bank

Excavating, Inc.

J&M

(@'Ottov e

Fiber Optics

Your Hometown Provider of Fiber to the Home
High Speed Internet
419-453-3324
www.ottovillemutual.com

A & D Tire
419-453-3339
103 N. West Canal Street

e — —

HSVS

HOPKINS, SCHROEDER & VON SOSSAN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, LLC

814 N. LOCUST ST., SUITE 2 OTTAWA, OH 45875 1

JOHN J. HOPKINS BARRY E. SCHROEDER

THERESA C. VON SOSSAN
419-523-6104 418-523-5445 419-523-3322

PUTNAMOHIOLAW.COM



