RYDE-PARRAMATTA GC - LOCAL RULES (May 2025)
1. OUT OF BOUNDS (Rule 18.2)
a. All areas outside the boundary of the property as defined by the perimeter fence.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk532498330]Beyond the inside points, at ground level, of any line of white stakes with black tops.
c. Beyond the course side edge of the pavers where marked by any white OOB discs/markers fixed to the paved area or black painted line across or along the pavers, near Golf Shop & Clubhouse.
d. Beyond the concrete wall adjoining the motel property.
1. PENALTY AREAS (Rule 17)
Red Penalty Areas are defined by red stakes or lines.
1. ABNORMAL COURSE CONDITIONS (Rule 16)
2. Ground Under Repair
a. Areas encircled by white paint, marked as dots, broken lines, unbroken lines or Ground Under Repair signage
b. Clearly defined wheel ruts in the General Area made by course maintenance machinery
c. [bookmark: _Hlk532500558]Areas in bunkers where sand has been removed by the movement of water resulting in deep furrows through the sand.
d. In the General Area, ground affected by tree roots on surfaces cut to fairway height or less. Relief is not allowed if the tree roots only interfere with the player's stance. 
e. If a player's ball lies in or touches an aeration hole or scarifying mark: 
i. In the General Area. The player may take relief under Rule 16.1b.  If the ball comes to rest in another aeration hole the player may take relief again under this Local Rule.
ii. On the Putting Green. The player may take relief under Rule 16.1d 
Relief is not allowed if the aeration hole only interferes with the player's stance or, on the putting green, on the player's line of play.
2. Immovable Obstructions
a. All stakes defining GUR, Out of Bounds, Penalty Areas
b. All brown Cart Guidance posts
c. All artificially surfaced roads & paths (includes gravel paths)
d. Artificial Bunker Lining. If a Player’s ball lies in a bunker where the artificial bunker lining material may be just below the surface, the player may, without penalty, probe the area around the ball with a tee or the like to see if the club would strike the artificial material while making a stroke, provided:
i. the lie of the ball, the area of intended stance or swing or the line of play is not improved (Rule 8.1a), and
ii. the ball is not moved (Rule 9.4b).
If the club would strike the artificial material, relief is available in accordance with Rule 16.1c, which allows the player to lift the ball and drop it either:
i. Without penalty, at the nearest point of relief within the bunker; or
ii. Under penalty of one stroke, outside the bunker keeping the point where the ball lay directly between the hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped, with no limit to how far behind the bunker the ball may be dropped.
Players MUST advise their Marker or Opponent prior to probing the surface. Players may NOT interpret this local rule as providing relief from an unfavorable or plugged lie in the bunker.
1. TREES & SHRUBS
[bookmark: _Hlk532499358]Staked trees and shrubs are no play zones and are ground under repair, the GUR includes any stakes and/or protective guards. Relief MUST be taken in accordance with Rule 16.1b.
Note: If the staked tree lies in a Red Penalty Area, the ball must be dropped in the Red Penalty Area or the player may proceed under Rule 17.
1. IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS CLOSE TO PUTTING GREENS – LINE OF PLAY INTERFERENCE
Rule 16.1b applies to immovable obstructions close to putting greens. In addition to the types of interference described in Rule 16.1a, interference also exists if an immovable obstruction is: 
i. On the player’s line of play, and
ii. is within two club-lengths of the putting green, and
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk532500325]is within two club-lengths of the ball.
Exception – There is no relief under this Local Rule if the player chooses a line of play that is clearly unreasonable.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk532496272]SEAMS OF CUT TURF 
If a player's ball in the general area lies in or touches a seam of cut turf, or a seam interferes with the player's area of intended swing, the player may take relief under Rule 16.1b (General Area) or Rule 16.1d (Putting Green).  Relief is not allowed if the seam only interferes with the player's stance.  All seams within the area of cut turf are treated as the same seam in taking relief.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk532499119]DROPPING ZONES
Dropping Zones are marked by blue Notices. When the player elects to use the dropping zone, the ball must be dropped and come to rest within two club lengths, in any direction, from the Notice and within the General Area. After dropping the ball, it may be lifted without penalty, cleaned and the lie preferred within 30cms of its dropped position, remaining in the dropping zone. Use of a Dropping Zone is an additional relief – as an alternative a player may take relief under Rule 17.1d.
7.1 7th hole. The Dropping Zone may only be used where it is known or virtually certain that the ball has finished in any Penalty Area of the 7th hole. It may NOT be used where it is known or virtually certain that the ball has gone out of bounds - Rule 18 is to be applied here. 
7.2 11th hole. The Dropping Zone may only be used where it is known or virtually certain that a ball struck from the 11th tee has finished in the Penalty Area surrounding the main dam, including the channel to the right of the bridge. It is not applicable to the Penalty Area surrounding the Pump Station or creek to the left of the bridge.
7.3 15th hole. The Dropping Zone may only be used where it is known or virtually certain that a ball struck from the 15th Tee has finished in the Penalty Area.
7.4 17th hole. The Dropping Zone may be only used where it is known or virtually certain that the ball has finished in any of the Penalty Areas on the 17th hole. 
8. PROTECTIVE SCREEN BETWEEN 14TH AND 16TH HOLES
If the protective screen between the 14th & 16th holes interferes with a player’s stance or swing, as an additional option to relief under Rule 16, the player may drop their ball in the NEAREST Dropping Zone. No relief is given for “Line of Sight”. 
9. PROVISIONAL BALL FOR BALL WHICH MAY BE IN A PENALTY AREA 
If a player does not know whether their ball is in a penalty area the player may play a provisional ball under Rule 18.3, which is modified in this way:
In playing the provisional ball the player may use:
i. The stroke-and-distance relief option (see Rule 17.1d(1)), or 
ii. The back-on-the line relief option (see Rule 17.1d(2)), or
iii. The lateral relief option (see Rule 17.1d(3)), or
iv. If a dropping zone is available for this penalty area, the player may also use that relief option. 
Once the player has played a provisional ball under this Local Rule, they may not use any further options under Rule 17.1 in relation to the original ball. In deciding when that provisional ball becomes the player's ball in play or if it must or may be abandoned, Rules 18.3c(2) & 18.3c(3) apply except that:
a) When Original Ball Is Found in Penalty Area Within Three-Minute Search Time:
The player may choose either to: 
i. Continue to play the original ball as it lies in the penalty area, in which case the provisional ball must not be played. All strokes with that provisional ball before it was abandoned (including strokes made and any penalty strokes solely from playing that ball) do not count, or 
ii. Continue to play the provisional ball in which case the original ball must not be played.
b) When Original Ball Is Not Found Within Three-Minute Search Time or Is Known or Virtually Certain to Be in Penalty Area: The provisional ball becomes the player's ball in play. 
10. [bookmark: _Hlk532501477][bookmark: _Hlk532498800]PRACTICE AREAS
10.1 The 19th green when the 19th is not being played is defined as a Wrong Green – Rule 13.1f. 
10.2  All bunkers on the 19th hole are defined as bunkers in play.
10.3  All other practice areas (on the 11th hole, by the 18th hole, on the 19th hole) are defined as part of the General Area.
11. PACE OF PLAY
Players are expected to play 18 holes in a benchmark time of 4 hour and 15 minutes with 4 hours and 30 minutes being the maximum allowable time. 

[bookmark: _Hlk180222793]
In addition to these Local Rules, please see the notice Board outside the Golf Shop for any temporary local rules.


UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, THE PENALTY FOR BREACH OF A LOCAL RULE IS THE GENERAL PENALTY:
Stroke Play - Two Strokes  |  Match Play - Loss of Hole
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