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“Equal Justice 
Under Law” 
  
             
You know those 
four words carved 
into the Supreme 
Court building? 
They’re not just 

fancy decoration. They’re a 
promise—one that doesn’t come 
with an asterisk saying “only if you 
can afford it.” 
            October 19-25 marks 
National Pro Bono Celebration 
Week, a time when we recognize 
something lawyers have known since 
the profession began: justice 
shouldn’t have a price tag. Sure, we 
all need to pay our bills (and our 
malpractice insurance, and our CLE 
fees, and that software subscription 
we forgot we had), but we also took 
an oath that went beyond our bottom 
line. 
            Here’s the thing about pro 
bono work—it’s not charity. It’s 
what keeps our entire system from 
being just a fancy courthouse with a 
“No Poor People Allowed” sign out 
front. Every time you take on a pro 
bono case, you’re making sure those 
words “Equal Justice Under Law” 
actually mean something. 
            So many Americans face 
legal problems every year without 
any legal representation. That’s like 
trying to perform surgery on yourself 
using WebMD—you could, but we 
all know how that’s going to end. 
             
 

 
 
So here’s where you come in. This 
October, we’re launching the Keep 
Tyler Rosey Pro Bono. 
Challenge. Track your pro bono 
hours and turn them in to Beth Filla 
(email her at 
beth@smithcountybar.com) by the 
end of the month. The lawyer who 
contributes the most hours wins a red 
velvet rose bundt cake—hand crafted 
by me in my kitchen—because 
champions of justice deserve their 
just desserts, and if we’re keeping 
Tyler beautiful one pro bono hour at 
a time, we might as well do it with 
cake. 
            As members of the Smith 
County Bar Association, we’re not 
just practicing law. We’re fulfilling 
that promise carved in marble and 
written in our professional 
responsibility rules. We’re ensuring 
that “We the People” really does 
mean all the people. 
            So dust off that rose-themed 
cake plate and get those hours in. 
Let’s show Tyler what we’re really 
made of (besides coffee, stress, and 
an encyclopedic knowledge of the 
Texas Rules of Evidence). 
            Here’s to equal justice, pro 
bono service, and the sweetest 
reward a lawyer could ask for:  
knowing that you made a difference 
(and also cake). 

 
            Keep Tyler Rosey, y’all. 

 

Letter from the SCBA President 

Marisa Allen 

http://www.smithcountybar.com
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
October 8, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
October 16, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
October 30, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

Red Mass 
October 6, 423 S. Broadway, 6p 

TAALP Joint Luncheon for Area Judges 
October 24, Hollytree Country Club, 11 - 1p 

Happy Hour 
October 28, ETX Brewery, 5 - 7p 

 

SCBA Office Closed 
October 6—17 

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com  

Web site: www.smithcountybar.com  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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