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“Four score and seven
years ago...”

This month, as we
gather around
Thanksgiving tables, |
want to share a
reflection on gratitude -

Marisa and on words that
changed a nation.

November 19, 1863, Gettysburg,

Pennsylvania. Fifteen  thousand

people gather on Cemetery Hill for the
dedication of a cemetery honoring the
Union soldiers who fell four and a half
months earlier in the war’s bloodiest
battle.

Edward Everett, the featured speaker,
delivers a two-hour oration from
memory—13,607 carefully polished
words.

Then Abraham Lincoln rises and pulls
two pages from his coat pocket. His
law partner once observed that
Lincoln was a slow, careful writer who
sorted out his points and tightened his
logic. Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin
notes that Lincoln prepared half the
speech in Washington, then
completed and revised it the night
before, understanding the weight of
the moment.

Abraham Lincoln spoke 271 words in
less than two minutes.

Everett's 13,607 words—the world
promptly forgot.

Lincoln’s 271 words—the world has
never forgotten.

Lincoln took what was supposed to be
a ceremonial footnote and
transformed it into a powerful

argument. He distilled the Union’s
cause into three paragraphs, linking
past, present, and future. He
reminded Americans they fought not

just to preserve the Union, but to
prove that a nation “conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created
equal” could endure. He called for “a
new birth of freedom” in language as
plain and powerful as the log cabin he
was born in.

As lawyers, we ftraffic in words. We
know their power to persuade, to
protect, to destroy. But how often do
we pause to consider whether our
words are worthy of the weight they
carry?

Lincoln’s brief remarks were initially
met with mixed reviews. Lincoln
himself doubted their impact, saying
“the world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here.” He was
wrong.

This Thanksgiving, I'm grateful that
our work as lawyers matters. Every
brief, every argument, every client are
opportunities to advance justice and
uphold the rule of law. We are the
guardians of the democratic
experiment Lincoln fought to preserve.

I’'m grateful for this bar association. If
you’re only practicing law, you’re
doing half the job. Serving our legal
community completes our professional
calling.

Take two minutes—the length of the
Gettysburg Address—to reflect on
why you became a lawyer. Whatever
called you to this profession, recommit
to it. Our democracy depends on
lawyers who take their oath seriously.

“That government of the people, by

the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

)

\

Happy Thanksgiving! i
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THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORES OF THE
SMITH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION &
SMITH COUNTY YOUNG LAWYERS
INVITE YOU, YOUR GUEST AND STAFF TO THE ANNUAL

¢
HOLIDAY
EXTRAVAGANZA

DECEMBER 12, 2025 | 5-8

ARCADIA BUILDING
111 W. FERGUSON
(MARTIN WALKER LAW FIRM)

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO AN
EVENING OF COMPLIMENTARY
HORS D'OEUVRES, SPIRITS,
WINE, AND BEER.

SILENT AUCTION TO BENEFIT SCYLA
AND ITS PROJECTS.

@

SCYLA is on a mission to spread love and cheer! Please
bring a children’s book to add to courthouse bookshelves.
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2025 SPONS®FRS

FESTIVE SPONSOR
IMS Legal Strategies

PLATINUM
Allen & Thauwald, PC
Biggs & Greenslade, PC
Carroll Maloney Henry & Nelson, PLLC
Mann Tindel Thompson Law Group

GOLD
Boren & Mims, PLLC

Griffith Law Office, PC

Hommel Law Firm, PC
Pesina Law Firm

Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott, LLP
Ramey & Flock PC
Wilson Elser

SILVER
Hammond Law Firm, PLLC

Rollings Wood & Pace
: Sinclair Law Office, PC
arr hoenbrun & Comte PLLC
BRONZE
Deborah Race Law

In-kind donation from Smile on Three LLC
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AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

Municipal
Court Judge,
Jim Huggler,
- presenting at
j the TMCEC

. Regional
Objection is NOT a Bad Word JU.dIC].al

| Conference.

Evidence and Predicate

TMCEC AY 2025-2026

Judge George Thomas - Austin

Judge Jim Huggler - Tyler

SCBA Happy
Hour at ETX
Brewery.

SCBA member, Alan
Pigg, speaking in
Austin at the Texas
Workers
Compensation
Conference.
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RECEPTION HONORING
JUSTICE GREG NEELEY

OCTOBER 24, 2025
3:00 P.M.

GREGG COUNTY COURTHOUSE
188" DISTRICT COURT
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

12th Court of
Appeals,
Justice Greg
Neeley's
retirement
celebration at
the
Gregg County
Courthouse.
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2025'S SPOOKTACULAR

HALLOWEEN

'|H|e Gym’'s irunls or
gs/f& Greenslade Law!

Plotting world dominion,
Pinl ihf Brain!
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20235 TAALP Joint Luncheon

featuring speaker

Santos Vargos

SBOT President
‘ October 24, 2025 | Hollytree Country Club
ANNUAL !y 1) g =

4

P

JOINT LUNCHEON

HONORING
AREA JUDGES

-

{
e -,»;"

OCTOBER 24, 2025
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Hollytree Country Club
6700 Hollytree Drive
Tyler, Texas
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2025-26 SCBA MEMBERSHIP

HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam

Allen, Marisa
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Barkley, Alicia
Beall, %cb

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Browniee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Burton, CJ

Bush, David

Camp, Carrie
CcmpBeIl, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey-
Clark, Collen
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correaq, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffre
Courington, Will
Cowarf, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crowford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Robert
Davis, Stafford
Deen, Jennifer
Derryi:erry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice

Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl
Drott, Kyle
Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echzls, ﬁim
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emily
Cazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Grant, Ryan

Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Criffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Guerro, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. JudHK
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesle
Hindman, %obert
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Huggler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jones, Linda

Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Gre
Kinghorn, Austin
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McDonaqu, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Me'rcc|¥, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Millslagle, Matt
Mims, gobby

Minton, John
Mifcheil, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, N(cmdy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie

Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Orrostieta, Yaziri

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patteson, Richard
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre
Porter, Leig
Porter, Madeline
Pulpan, Colleen
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Ross, Kristina
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Salinas, Melannie
Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron

Searcy, Hon. Joshua

Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey

Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack

Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stewart, Reann
Stever, Bryan
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Whalen, James
Wharton, Alan
White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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JOB POSTING

RAMEY *FLOCK

Ramey & Flock is seeking a civil litigation attorney to
assist with business, probate, employment and real estate
matters. Experience of two or more years preferred
but not required. Full benefits.

Send resume and writing sample to

susanr@rameyflock.com
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Thank you for your
continued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

SMITH COUNTY BAR

" FOUNDATION

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Impencnr SCB Daues

SCBF Board Meeting
November 12, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
November 20, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

SCBA Board Meeting
November 20, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

Upcoming CLE opportunities:
November 14, Willow Brook Country Club, 12-1p

December 5, Willow Brook Country Club, 12-1p
Holiday Extravaganza, December 12

SCBA Office Closed
November 27-28

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

FTHANRKSGIVING

FEIAN RIS LY
TS AN AT

The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com
Web site: www.smithcountybar.com
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