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'* We made it to May. And
if you’re a mom, you
already know what that
means.

It means you located the
permission slips that
were due in March. It
means you sat in a gymnasium for a
program that was supposed to be forty-
five minutes and was, in fact, two and a
half hours, and you clapped for every
single child because that is what we do.
It means field day and last-week-of-
school energy and the feeling that
summer is both a finish line and a
starting gun.

Marisa

To paraphrase Ferris Bueller, May
moves fast. If you don’t stop and look
around, you could miss it.

I’ve been thinking about a graduation
speech, but not a college one, a ninth-
grade one. In 2017, Chief Justice John
Roberts spoke at his son’s graduation
at Cardigan Mountain School in New
Hampshire and proceeded to wish
those boys the worst.

He hoped they would be treated
unfairly, so they would know the value
of justice. He hoped they would suffer
betrayal, so they would understand
loyalty. He hoped they would be
lonely, so they would not take
friendship for granted. He hoped they
would fail, so they would know what it
meant to get back up.

“l wish you bad luck,” said the Chief
Justice of the United States, at his own
son’s graduation.

| find that both deeply funny énd deéply
right.

Because as a parent, that is the tension
you live in every day. You want to fix
every hard thing, clear the path, call the
teacher, and make sure the road ahead
has no potholes, no rain, and
absolutely no mean girls. But
somewhere in the back of your

mind, you know the hard things are
what’s going to make them. Strength is
built by disappointments, losses and
figuring it out on your own.

Justice Roberts told those boys that
because they had found real friends at
that school, they could face whatever
came next without fear. The getting
back up was easier because they didn’t
have to do it alone.

That is what we are trying to be here at
the Smith County Bar. Not just a
professional organization, but a room
full of people who care about each
other and about this profession. The
ones who pick up the phone, share
what they know, and show up.

Schoolis wrapping up across East
Texas. Kids are turning in textbooks and
cleaning out lockers. Moms everywhere
are signing the last of the forms and
crying just a little in the parking lot.

Itis a lot. Butyou don’t have to do it
alone.

We hope to see you at our next
meeting. Bring your tired, almost-
summer self. We

will save you a | n .
seat. ‘ VU ¥ A
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THE SCBA WELCOMES YOU TO OUR JUNE 2026

CLE AT WILLOW BROOK COUNTRY CLUB:

BEST PRACTICES WHEN EMPLOYING A
FINANCIAL EXPERT IN LITITGATION

PRESENTED BY O C
JOHN MORRISON, CPA _ Tefcvi%
The Morrison Firm e

JUNE 5, 2026
Willow Brook Country Club |12 -1

Lunch included with registration fee.

[.25 ethics hour|

If registering through our website, please make sure to Io?. in to
your member account first! If you have problems or would Tike to
pay at the event, email Beth at ed@smithcountybar.com .
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HONOREES!

LAW DAY 2026

MAY 1, 2026 | 5:30 - 7:00P | CASCADES COUNTRY CLUB

Honoring those who have made significant contributions to Smith County with
their leadership, community service, legal professionalism, and ethical standards.

OTIS CARROLL, JR. PATRICIA COPLAN BARBARA SKEEN
Justinian Award Award of Excellence Cristy Arscott Liberty Bell Award

NICHOLETTE WILKERSON
: SRAV MURALIDHAR LEATHA KOPECH
ETEA Quisanging Lawysi Volunteer Attorney of the Year Legal Professional of the Year

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THESE OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALS!

” | SMITH COUNTY BAR

FQUNDATION

SMITH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
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Many thanks to our

2026 Law Day Sponsors!

C M

(/ . CARROLL MALONEY

R A ) HENRY & NELSON
N\ PLLC C
MT: S
Law Group /o CD
Mann | Tindel | Thompson I_::-)‘ EE}“E“JS&

ol o Starr

e Schoenbrun

" @ Jinclair &Comte
NOTEWARE DEBORAH RACE

PESINA ‘E WILSON ELSER

— POTTER MINTON TARRY_‘FI TILE

A Professional Corporation

o HBILLY R.
MEWBOURNE
LAW
OIL COMPANY \
RAMEY *FLOCK
[Ry|Femcusisioon e DACUS iR
ATTORNEYS AT LAW B ATTO,-.R'\.'ET.S &COUNSELORS A "ALAW BB & G
bestriran: R;lEO RRISON

CPAs & Advisors FIRM
. | Allen & Thauwald, P.C.

Atcorneys At Law Laurie Rossman
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May 1, 20260

LAW DAY

the Texas Constitution and the Rule of Law
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Law Day 2026 - Cascades Country Club
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Law Day 2026 - Cascades Country Club




THE ADVOCATE VOLUME 29, ISSUE I

Law Day 2026 - Cascades Country Club
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

LAW DAY CONTEST WINNERS!

In conjunction with Law Day, the Smith County Bar Foundation hosts
contests for area students - essay writing for high school students,
photography for middle school, and poster entries for elementary
students. Our top winners in each of these categories are sent on to
Austin for the State Bar’s competition. We are proud to announce that
both of our top winners placed 3™ at the State competition! They were
recognized in Austin on May 1 at a Law Day luncheon and received VIP
tours of the Texas Supreme Court, Capitol building, and Governor’s
mansion.
Essay contest winners:
1™ - Taryn Schutz*, Whitehouse High School
2™ - Sahlika Qureshi, Whitehouse High School
3"- Andrew Ames, Tyler Legacy High School
Poster contest winners:
1 - James Hammond®*, The Brook Hill School
2" - Heidi Hutchinson, Owens Elementary
3" - James Thomas, Andy Woods Elementary

*both placed 3™ at the SBOT competition.
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8" Grade Federal
Courthouse Tour & Trial

VISIT TO THE U.S. DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF TEXAS

Ruth Yeager and Dustin Farahnak did
another incredible job of organizing a
tour — and trial - for local 8" grade
students at the Federal Courthouse!
Students were witness to a federal
crime, when Sam Sleuth entered the
building with a handgun in his
briefcase. They learned about federal
court procedures and systems,
culminating in the trial and sentencing
of Mr. Sleuth.

Big thanks to “Judge” Lucas Machicek;
defense attorney, Jim Noble;
prosecutor, Ryan Locker; US Marshal,
Brian Leach; US Probation Officer,
Molly Bryson; US Districk Clerk staff,
Gleath Mayfield; and James Gillingham,
as Sam Sleuth!
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More than 200 4™ graders from schools A Case of
across Smith County, converged on the . :
Smith County Courthouse to hear the murder ) lntl:lglle,
trial of Jack Robinson, accused of and magic
murdering the Giant and destroying the beanstalks...

beanstalk.

Gaye Boynton, Patricia Coplan, and
members of TAALP, organized a fun and
educational day for students that
showcased a variety of legal professions.
Many thanks to all who lent a hand -
especially Judges Ellis, Jackson,
Maynard, Russell & White, the SCSO
deputies & bhailiffs, attorneys,
representatives of Smith County District
Attorney’s office and many others!
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CONSTRUCTION

2ONE ﬁ
We are are '
a newr ite!

Please bear with us as we transition
to a new website and member
portal. Which may also mean that
membership renewals may start a
bit later than normal this year.
More information will be shared as
we progress down this road to a new
and much more user-friendly
website!
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Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam
Allen, Marisa
Ames, Amy
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arroyo, Belinda
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Barkley, Alicia
Bartles, Cate
Beall, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Browniee, Kevin
Broyles, Morgan
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Burton, CJ

Bush, David

Camp, Carrie
Compi)ell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carr, Jackie
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey
Clark, Collen
Coker, Mike
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correa, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffre
Courington, Will
Cowarf, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crawford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davidson, Thad
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Hon. Michael
Davis, Robert

2025-26 SCBA MEMBERSHIP
HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

Davis, Stafford
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Donnell, Michael
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Kyle

Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echc);is, ’JJim
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Essex, Theodore
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Files, Buck

Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flanery, Matt
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emily
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Giddens, Kevin
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Grant, Darren
Grant, Ryan

Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Guerro, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judit?;
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesley

Hindman, Robert
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Hugﬁler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Cameron
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jones, Linda

Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keathley, Sarah
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci

Kent, Hon. Cynthia
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Greg
Kinghorn, Austin
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kombos, Kate
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Machicek, Lucas
Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McDonald, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Millslagle, Matt
Millslagle, Mollie
Mims, Bobby

Minton, John
Mifche[l, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, Mandy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie
Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Orrostieta, Yaziri
Owens, Chelsea

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patteson, Richard
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre?1
Porter, Leig
Porter, Madeline
Pulpan, Colleen
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Ross, Kristina
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Saleh, Jamie
Salinas, Melannie
Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey
Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack
Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Soin, Robert
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stewart, Reann
Stever, Bryan
Stiffler, Krystina
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Al
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vickery, Ron
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, lll, John
Watkins, Katryna
Whalen, James
Wharton, Alan

White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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pest EP

Supporting attorneys in trial for more than 20 years

Trial presentation obstacles
are our expertise

In-Trial Evidence
Presentation & Consulting

Trial Equipment &
Technology Rental

Deposition Synch & Clip
Editing

Mock Trials, Mediations &
Arbitrations

PowerPoints, Timelines &
More.

Click Here

<Ah>
ssss Www.best-ep.com

Q 903-221-9727

__ Bryan Stever, Owner | I bstever@best-ep.com
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KATE KOMBOS & ASSOCIATES
APPRAISAL SERVICES, LLC

COURT-READY PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISALS

WHY CHOOSE US?

Accredited Member of International
Society of Appraisers

USPAP Compliant & Methodical
Expert Witness Experience

Defensible, Well-Documented Reports

Independent, Third-Party Opinions

Insurance Expertise, Divorce,
KATE KOMBOS, vs. Probate, Trust

ISA Accredited Member

Consultations Available
903.752.1492
kate@katekombosappraisals.com

katekombosappraisals.com INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY ¢/ APPRAISERS

Accredited Member
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to everyone-who' supported the
Smith County Bar FomoTafion during

’jast Texas Giving Day/
Because of yow 9enero§.~e raised

§4YY05 to suppogt Cglée” frograms of the

QAN ST

PR SR T
EAST TEXAS \wuitid o
GIVING DAY oo
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Thank you for your
confinued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

VOLUME 29, ISSUE I

SMITH COUNTY BAR

" FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

SCBF Board Meeting
May 13, Genecov conference room, 12 - 1p

Family Law CLE
May 20, 321st Courtroom, 12 - 1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
May 21, Genecov conference room, 12 - 1p

SCBA Board Meeting
May 28, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

MEMORIAL DAY
May 25

Smith County Courthouse and Smith County Bar
offices will be closed

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

A ok
MEMORIAL

. DAY

EMEMBER AND HONOR

The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com
Web site: www.smithcountybar.com
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