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We made it to May. And 
if you’re a mom, you 
already know what that 
means. 

It means you located the 
permission slips that 
were due in March. It 

means you sat in a gymnasium for a 
program that was supposed to be forty-
five minutes and was, in fact, two and a 
half hours, and you clapped for every 
single child because that is what we do. 
It means field day and last-week-of-
school energy and the feeling that 
summer is both a finish line and a 
starting gun. 

To paraphrase Ferris Bueller, May 
moves fast. If you don’t stop and look 
around, you could miss it. 

I’ve been thinking about a graduation 
speech, but not a college one, a ninth-
grade one. In 2017, Chief Justice John 
Roberts spoke at his son’s graduation 
at Cardigan Mountain School in New 
Hampshire and proceeded to wish 
those boys the worst. 

He hoped they would be treated 
unfairly, so they would know the value 
of justice. He hoped they would suffer 
betrayal, so they would understand 
loyalty. He hoped they would be 
lonely, so they would not take 
friendship for granted. He hoped they 
would fail, so they would know what it 
meant to get back up. 

“I wish you bad luck,” said the Chief 
Justice of the United States, at his own 
son’s graduation. 

I find that both deeply funny and deeply 
right. 

Because as a parent, that is the tension 
you live in every day. You want to fix 
every hard thing, clear the path, call the 
teacher, and make sure the road ahead 
has no potholes, no rain, and 
absolutely no mean girls. But 
somewhere in the back of your 
mind, you know the hard things are 
what’s going to make them. Strength is 
built by disappointments, losses and 
figuring it out on your own. 

Justice Roberts told those boys that 
because they had found real friends at 
that school, they could face whatever 
came next without fear. The getting 
back up was easier because they didn’t 
have to do it alone. 

That is what we are trying to be here at 
the Smith County Bar. Not just a 
professional organization, but a room 
full of people who care about each 
other and about this profession. The 
ones who pick up the phone, share 
what they know, and show up. 

School is wrapping up across East 
Texas. Kids are turning in textbooks and 
cleaning out lockers. Moms everywhere 
are signing the last of the forms and 
crying just a little in the parking lot. 

It is a lot. But you don’t have to do it 
alone. 

We hope to see you at our next 
meeting. Bring your tired, almost-
summer self. We 
will save you a 
seat.  

Letter from the SCBA President 

Marisa 

http://www.smithcountybar.com


 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 2 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 3 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 4 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 5 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 6 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 7 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 8 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 9 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 10 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 11 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 12 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 13 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 14 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 15 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

VOLUME 29,   I SSUE 11  PAGE 16 THE ADVOCATE 



 

 

Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
May 13, Genecov conference room, 12 - 1p 

Family Law CLE 
May 20, 321st Courtroom, 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
May 21, Genecov conference room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
May 28, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
May 25 

Smith County Courthouse and Smith County Bar 
offices will be closed 

 

 

  

 

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com  

Web site: www.smithcountybar.com  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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