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‘A Letter from the President

Dear SCBA
Members,

Spring is here—
and in East Texas,
that means azaleas
in bloom, pollen
in the air, and a
full calendar of
bar events headed

Nick Pesina

your way.

We’ve shaken off the winter (I
think) and are jumping into a busy
stretch full of opportunities to
connect, contribute, and maybe
even compete (Pickleball,
anyone?). Whether you’re looking
to pick up a few CLE hours or just
want to hang out with your fellow
lawyers somewhere that isn’f a
courtroom, we’ve got you covered.

Here’s what’s blooming this
season:

* April 5 —3rd Annual People’s
Law School

Hosted by the Smith County Bar
Foundation, this is a crowd
favorite. Help spread the word or
volunteer to present—we’re
bringing legal know-how straight to
the community. Questions? See
Danny Noteware.

* April 29 — East Texas Giving
Day

Spring cleaning? Consider tidying
up your charitable giving list by
supporting our Bar Foundation,
which funds great legal access

h

programs like People’s Law
School, in our own backyard.
Check us out, along with hundreds
of other East Texas nonprofits, at
www.easttexasgivingday.org/SCBF.
And, follow along on Facebook
throughout the month of April!
Early giving starts on April 7.

* May 9 — Law Day Celebration
Mark your calendars—we expect a
great event recognizing the rule of
law and those who help uphold it in
our community. This is one of my
favorite events of the year! We get
to meet our new Board chairs of the
SCBA and SCBF, while learning
about some of the amazing legal
professionals that bless our
community.

We know your schedules are
packed, but even popping into one
event can make a difference — to
your network, to the SCBA, and to
someone who might just need a
familiar face that day.

Here’s to sunshine, community, and
just enough chaos to keep things
interesting.

Respectfully,



http://www.smithcountybar.com
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THE SCBA WELCOMES YOU TO OUR APRIL CLE AT

WILLOW BROOK COUNTRY CLUB:

THE CHEVRON DEFERENCE:
What It Is and Why You Should Care!

PRESENTED BY
BEN ANDERSON
The Anderson Firm, PLLC

APRIL 11, 2025
Willow Brook Country Club |12 -1

Lunch included with registration fee.
[.50 ethics hour]

If registering through our website, please make sure to Ioc_?_ into
your member account first! If you have problems or would Tike to
pay at the event, email Beth at ed@smithcountybar.com .
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Blake Bailey, a pillar of the Smith County legal (‘()mmunily, passod away peacefully
the morning of Febr uary 24, 2025. Blake leaves us with an incredible legacy. In 2023,
he (‘(‘|(‘|)I"ll(‘d his 50" anniversary in the legal profession. During his career, he tried
more than 120 jury cases to verdict and was lead counsel in 45 appellate decisions.
He was certified mediator and arbitrator and was Board Certified in Appellate Law
and Personal Injury Trial Law. He was a former board member of the TTLA and past-
president of the TTLA East Texas Chapter and past-president of the East Texas
Chapter (1995) of ABOTA. He was a sustaining member of the American Trial
Lawyers Association; a member of the American Bar Association, Texas Bar
Association and past member of the State Bar of Texas Pattern Jury Charges Civil
Committee as well as Union Privilege Legal Counsel, AFL/CIO, (o()pm ative Attorney
and United Auto Workers. Blake had a d(*m()nsll"u()d an unwavering passion for the
law and an unrelenting pursuit of justice. What meant most to Blake was the fact that
his career allowed hlm to become involved in the lives of hundreds of families. Blake
loved pouring into others. He lectured extensively throughout the U.S. and in law
schools across Europe and Asia, sharing his we alth of l\n()\\l( dge and experience. He
was tr ul) global advocate for legal HOhls and justice. He spent 8 years serving as “of
counsel” with Martin Walker Law Firm and is missed by all.
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H SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

LAW DAY

SMITH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

THE CONSTITUTION’S PROMISE:

OUT OF MANY,
a2 ONE=

LAW DAY 2025

FRIDAY, MAY 9
11:15 - 1:00
CASCADES COUNTRY CLUB
TYLER, TX

UNDERWRITTEN BY

7w CARROLL MALONEY
. i~ ) HENRY & NELSON

) HENI W= WILSON ELSER

\WheKenzic  mTIC

ADDITIONAL SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE - EMAIL BETH AT
ED@SMITHCOUNTYBAR.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE APRIL 11

2025 LAW DAY HONOREES

HON. DIANE DEVASTO, JUSTINIAN AWARD
HON. NICOLE MITCHELL, AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
LIVE & RICKING WINNERS CIRCLE,
CRISTY ARSCOTT LIBERTY BELL AWARD
HAGER LAW, VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR
MORGAN WOOD, OUTSTANDING YOUNG ATTORNEY
GAYE FINLEY BOYNTON, LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
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Congratulations & W B é@
to Tab Beall and £ S i--S\\ S v ” =
Rristina Ross, ™ '
Tyler Municipal W% 3

Court’'s newest
Judges!

Buck Files recently received the John F.
Sheehy, Jr. Distinguished Attorney Award.

Texas Bar of Legal
Specializations are well
represented by
partners Buck Files
(50+yrs) and Matt
Millslagle (newly

International Women in the Law inducted)!

Celebration at Pop’'s Wine Bar.
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The John F. Sheehy, Jr. Distinguished

Attorney Award

Ao \ecipi

Buck F

The John E. Shechy, Jr. Distinguished Attorney Award
is presented annually by the TBLS Board of Directors
in recognition of an attorney who has been Board
Certified for more than 25 years, shown commitment
to serving the public and justice system, advanced the
standards of the legal profession, and has been the
epitome of outstanding professional ethics and civiliry.

This year's recipient is Buck Files.

In 1960, Buck earned his baccalaureate degree

from Austin College and, later, served on its board
of trustees. In 1963, Buck graduated from SMU's
School of Law; received his license to practice law;
and, was recalled to active duty as an unrestricted line
officer in the United States Marine Corps. During
his 44 months of active duty, he received his early
education as a trial lawyer, prosecuting or defending
cases before general and special courts-martial for
commands in Hawaii, Okinawa and the Republic of
Vietnam. He attained the rank of captain. In 1967,
Buck returned ro Texas and, for cthree years, served
as an assistant criminal district attorney and, later,
as first assistant criminal districe attorney in Smitch

County. Since 1970, he has devored his practice to the

iles

defense of criminal cases and the representation of
law enforcement officers in civil rights cases. He is a
founding shareholder in Files Harrison & Millslagle in
Tyler, Texas.

2025 is an important anniversary for Buck. In 1975, he
was a member of the charter class to atrain his TBLS
board certification in criminal law — and that was

50 years ago. Throughout his law practice, Buck has
been committed to serving the public and the justice
system, advancing the standards of the legal profession,
and has been the epitome of outstanding professional

ethics and civility.

Buck’s service and accolades over the years are many
and varied: President, State Bar of Texas (SBOT)
(2012-2013); Member, SBOT Board of Directors
(2004-2007); Recipient, Outstanding Third

Year Director Award (2007); Recipient, SBOT
Presidential Citation (2007); Chair, SBOT CLE
Committee (2008-2011); Recipient, SBOT Criminal
Justice Section Defense Lawyer of the Year (2004);
Recipient, SBOT Criminal Justice Section Lifetime
Achievement Award (2012); Member, Texas Board

2025 TBLS ANNUAL INDUCTION CEREMONY | 4

From the Texas Board of Legal Specialization’s
Annual Induction Ceremony
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The next gen of
attorneys and % of the
SCYLA board (missing
other new mom board
member, Promise
Trujillo)!

SCYLA helping to restock
the municipal court book
shelves.

¢ Jongeatulalicna

2025 Texas Bar Foundation Award Recipients!

Outstanding 50 Year Lawyer Award

Hon. Diane DeVasto, Tyler
Andrew L. Kerr, San Antonio
Barbara K. Runge, Houston
Hon. Ruby Kless Sondock, Houston
Luther H. *Luke’ Soules 111, San Antonio

Gregory S. Coleman Outstanding Appellate Lawyer Award
Jeffrey S. Levinger, Dallas
Outstanding Law Review Article Award
Gus G. Tamborello, Houston
Samuel Pessarra Outstanding Jurist Award
Senior Justice Debra Lehrmann, Supreme Court of Texas. Austin
Dan Rugeley Price Memorial Award
Georganna L. Simpson, Dallas
Ronald D. Secrest Outstanding Trial Lawyer Award
William H. Ford, San Antonio
Lola Wright Foundation Award
Andrew S. Murr, Junction
Ierry Lee Grantham Memorial Award

Amy M. Stewart, Dallas
Congratulations to all Texas

our own, Justice Diane DeVa

Bar

Foundation Honorees, but especially to

stol
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Ready to put your legal skills to the test?

About 220 4'" grade students will be taking
over the Smith County Courthouse on
May 12 and 13 - while the judges are away,
the kids will play! - {or their own Mock
rials.

And, we need help!

All 4 courtrooms will be in use and we need
at least one attorney and four additional
legal professionals in each courtroom!

Sessions start at 9:00am and will end by
noon on both days.

Email Gaye Boynton for more details!
rsfinfley@msn.com
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EAST TEXAS
GIVING DAY

Visitation room before the 2024 The same room after 2024 ETGD
SCBF ETGD campaign.... and lots of work from SCYLA!

East Texas Giving Day is an 18-hour day of sharing and
giving that provides critical funding for area nonprofits,
including the Smith County Bar Foundation. Because of our
generous donors and incredible SCYLA members, last year's
campaign transformed 2 family visitation rooms into places
of welcome and comfort. This year, the Smith County Bar
Foundation is looking to continue this impact by expanding
our People’'s Law School program and developing different
curricula and classes for nonprofit partners.

Join us at www.easttexasgivingday.org/SCBF and
follow us on Facebook!
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New Lawyers Induction Ceremony
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 - 10:00 a.m.
Bass Concert Hall, 2350 Robert Dedman Dr., Austin

The Supreme Court of Texas has confirmed Wednesday, April 30, 2025, for the
statewide induction of new lawyers at the Bass Concert Hall in Austin. The State
Bar cordially invites local bar associations, young lawyer affiliates, and other
specialty groups to attend and bring information about their organizations to the
new lawyers. We expect about 1,000 new lawyers and guests to attend. The
ceremony will take place on the Orchestra Level.

Refreshments sponsored by the State Bar of Texas and Texas Young Lawyers
Association will be located on Level 3, outside of the café area, following the
ceremony. The entire event should conclude by noon. Please note that attendees
may visit the exhibit area on Level 3 before the ceremony. Opening the exhibit
area before the ceremony will allow more time for you to visit with the new
lawyers and provide information about your services. Doors will open to
inductees and their guests at 9 a.m.

If you wish to have a table for your organization or send materials for us to put
out at the SBOT table, please email Caryn Truitt with the State Bar of Texas at
caryn.truitt@texasbar.com by 5:00 p.m. Friday, April ™, so that arrangements
can be made for tables and chairs in the exhibit area. If you're planning to send
materials but do not want a designated table, please have them delivered to SBO'I
no later than Wednesday, April 23",

-

If you are exhibiting, please plan to arrive at the Bass Concert Hall by 8:00 a.m. to
set up your display. Parking details will be sent closer to the event.

Contact information:

Caryn Truitt, CMP

Events Manager, Marketing & Outreach | State Bar of Texas
Office: (512) 427-1513 | Mobile: (512) 767-9633

Email: Caryn.truitt@texasbar.com
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The State Bar of Texas cordially invites you and
your family to the New Lawyers Induction Ceremony

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

Bass Concert Hall
2350 Robert Dedman Dr.

Austin, Texas

Refreshments will be provided

Hisham Masri, President Steve Benesh, President
Texas Young Lawyers Association State Bar of Texas

SANAACINTO
GARAGE

CONCER
HALL

PARKING AVAILABLE

Deloss Dodds Way

SAN JACINTO GARAGE
2401 San Jacinto Blvd. (entrance
on Trinity St.)
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SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

MISSION
/ STATEMENT
e Furthering justice and promoting the
N\ A\ Marisa Allen rule of law by providing resources

Mike Patterson and education to our community

.
e ~

The Smith County Bar Foundation is the charitable arm of the Smith County Bar
Association. The Foundation was formed by a group of visionary leaders, focused on

preserving and furthering justice in Smith County and the continued promotion of the
rule of law.

Join us in keeping this dream alive and growing! Send in your check (PO Box 7248 Tyler,
TX75711); scan the QR code; or email Beth for more options!

Supreme
ore rev

Make a difference for the people of Smith County and the SCBF!
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Join the President’s Circle
\ and help create a
| legacy of justice for
— cOUNTY AR Smith County!
—— s
\\\S%()\NW\“m j/ PLATINUM
Craig Adams
\\ \ Mike McNally
) - Gary Traylor

-~

\

SILVER
Tab Beall
Raymond Cozby, Il

Rachael Griffith
W. Todd Parker
Mandy Nelson
Woody Roark

Matt Rowan
Steve Spitzer
Dallas Tharpe

213{0]\'F43
Stephen Baskind
John Berry
Amy Blalock
Paul Boyd
Patricia Coplan
Hon. Sam Griffith
Hon. Brian Hoyle
Alan Jackson
Collin Maloney
Hon. Nicole Mitchell

GOLD
Dobbs & Porter
Mary Endres
R.W. Fair Foundation
Hon. Judith Guthrie
David Hudson
Jim Huggler
Mike Patterson
Laurie Rossman
Blake Thompson

21:{0]\'V4 3
Bobby Mims
Srav Muraldihar
Deborah Race
Jim Robertson
Ron Schoenbrun
Tim Simpson
Wes Volberding
Alan Wharton

Hon. James T. Worthen

Ruth Yeager

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION
Denise & Ken Hawk
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Ace, Michael
Adams, Crai
Ainsworth, Charles
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam

Allen, Marisa
Alworth, Charles
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Elizabeth
Anderson, Lawrence
Anderson, Roger
Antunez, Eric
Arnold, Charles
Arroyo, Belinda
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Baranowski, Carl
Barat, Frank
Barkley, Alicia
Bass, Hon. Bill
Beol‘, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John

Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blackshear, Patricia
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Booterbaugh, Lexie
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brannon, Dwight
Brantley, Stattord
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Browniee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Bush, David

Butts, Reagan

Cambra, Chris
Carian, Delia
Carr, Jaclyn
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Carroll, Marcus
Castetter, Alex
Chilek, Jared
Christie, Carey-Elisa
Clardy, Gus
Clark, Charles H.
Clark, Colleen
Coan, Frank
Comte, Faye
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Cothern, Donald
Cotten, Jeffrey
Cowart, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crawford, Jennifer

2024-°25 SCBA MEMBERS

WHO’S MISSING? INVITE YOUR FRIENDS & COLLEAGUES TO JOIN THE FUN!

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daugherty, Craig
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina
Davis, Robert
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Dougherty, Ken
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Earley, April
Echoé, Jim
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Files, Buck

Filla, Beth
Findiay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emil
Gazette, Mike
George, Sam
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie
Guerrero, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judi'an
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hast, Patrick
Hauch, Hannah
Hawk, Kenneth
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesley

Hindman, Robert
Hoffman, Manny
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Hugﬁler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ireson, Lansford
Ischy, Ashley

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Cameron
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jarrel, Jr., Willis
Johnson, Price
Jones, Linda Le
Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steve
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat

Kenner, Traci

Kent, Hon. Cynthia
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Greg
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mar
KummerfelJ Ha
Kummerfeld, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim

Lea, Kelly

Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John
Luedecke, Kaley

Machicek, Lucas
Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McClain, Thomas
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Millsla fe, Matt
Mims, Bobby

Minton, John
Mi?che“, Hon. Nicole
Moore, Alicia

Moran, Congressman
Nathaniel

Morrison, John
Muralidhar, Srav

Navarro, Andy
Neeley, Hon. Greg
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, Achdy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie

Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Pace, John Roddy
Pace, Samantha
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patterson, Mike
Patteson, Richard
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre
Porter, Leig
Porter, Madeline
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richards, Reann
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Roosth, Sam
Rose, Trevor

Ross, Kristina
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Salinas, Melannie
Schmidt, Wesley
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, Karen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau

Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack

Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Kelsi
Smith, Nolan
Smith, Zachary
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Staggers, Walta
Stever, Bryan
Stinson, Andrew
Stovall, Laci
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thigpen, Alan
Thigpen, Joe
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vasquez, Amanda
Vickery, Ron
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Wharton, Alan
White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilder, Bill
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wilson, Hon. Robert
Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Wood, Nicole
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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 ATTORNEYS FIRST INSURANCE |
Attorneys First Insurance is a professional liability
agency that specializes in
Lawyers and Title Agent Errors and Omissions,
Malpractice, and Professional Liability.
Quick turn around. Low rates.

New firm? No problem.

Claims? No problem.

No nonsense. No bull. We have you covered.

Email us at debbie@attorneysfirst.com or
sam@attorneysfirst.com; or call us at
7127-799-4321.

www.attorneysfirst.com
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Thank you for your
continued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

We have auto renew!

VOLUME 28, ISSUE 9

'l_l SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

People’s Law School
April 5, Tyler Junior College, 9:00a to noon

SCBF Board Meeting
April 9, Genecov conference room, 12-1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
April 17, Genecov conference room, 12-1p

SCBA Board Meeting
April 24, Genecov conference room, 12-1p

EAST TEXAS GIVING DAY!
April 29, www.easttexasgivingday.org/SCBF

Law Day Luncheon
May 9, Cascades Country Club, 11:15-1:00p

Smith County Courthouse Closed
April 18, Good Friday

Easter Sunday
April 20

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning?¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deduction? Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

.
——
-
‘\

The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com
Web site: www.smithcountybar.com



https://www.smithcountybar.com
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804

