N [ ]

Volume 29, Issue |

SMITH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

2025 - 2026

Association
President
Marisa Allen
VP/ President-elect
Mishae Boren
Secretary
Meme Thomas
Treasurer
Emily Brown Gaenzle

Directors 2024 - 26
Amy Blalock
Monique Hammond
Hon. Reeve Jackson
Linda Le Jones
Archer Ramey
Nathan Thauwald

Directors 2025 - 27
Fritz Hager
Eric Kolder

Sara McElroy
Emil Mikkelsen
Kristina Ross
Morgan Wood

Ex-Officio
Nick Pesina

Foundation
President
Matt Rowan
VP/ President-elect
Leigh Hunt Goodson
Secretary
Blake Thompson
Treasurer
Will Courington

Directors 2023 - 26
Hon. Debby Gunter
Gary Traylor
Alan Wharton

Directors 2024 - 27
Hon. Nicole Mitchell
Danny Noteware
Micah John Tarry
Hon. James Worthen

Directors 2025 - 28
Christina Davis
LaRhonda Hamilton
Staton Lottman
Matt Millslagle
Annie Northcutt
Yaziri Orrostieta
Andy Stinson
Betty Young

Ex-Officio
Mandy Nelson

The Advocate

www.smithcountybar.com

SMITH COUNTY BAR

‘A Letter from the New President

As the news reels
continue to show the
incredible amount of
devastation and
destruction along the
Guadalupe River, my
heart becomes
heavier and heavier
with concern for all
affected. Lives have
been lost and
upended, homes destroyed, businesses and
livelihoods lost, and communities forever
changed.

Marisa Allen

In the immediate aftermath of disasters,
there is often an outpouring of attention,
resources, and compassion. News coverage
1s constant, donations flow in, and
communities rally to provide emergency
aid. These immediate responses are
critical—they save lives and offer comfort
in the darkest of moments. But as the
headlines fade and the initial urgency
passes, the long, difficult work of
rebuilding begins. It is during this phase
that support is needed most. Rebuilding is
not only about repairing homes and roads;
it’s about restoring a sense of normalcy,
healing emotional wounds, and addressing
the complex legal, financial, and logistical
challenges that arise in the weeks,
months, and even years following a
disaster. We must not allow time or
distance to dull our sense of responsibility.
True recovery requires sustained
attention, continued advocacy, and long-
term commitment from every corner of our
community—including the legal
profession.

Our legal community has a unique role to
play in times of crisis. Whether helping
navigate insurance claims, securing
temporary housing, assisting with lost
documents, or providing pro bono legal
services, we are resources. As attorneys,
we often encounter people at some of the
most challenging moments of their lives.
We know the value of support, advocacy,
and simply being present. That same

spirit must guide us now.

I would like to encourage all of us, as
guardians of justice, to find meaningful
ways to help. Support organizations that
are implementing effective relief
programs, along with those that are
planning for the recovery and
rehabilitation phase. The Community
Foundation of the Texas Hill Country is
already working with area leaders,
nonprofits, and government entities on
flood relief and recovery projects. Funds in
their “Kerr County Flood Relief Fund” will
be used for the many components of relief,
recovery, and rebuilding. Visit their
website: www.communityfoundation.net
for more information.

Our State Bar of Texas is also at the
forefront of support efforts. President
Santos Vargos’ “Stand with Santos” access
to justice campaign is dedicating all
donations made during the month of July
to legal aid disaster relief in the Hill
Country (www.standwithsantos.org).
Additionally, the Texas Bar Foundation
has an Emergency Disaster Relief Fund
that provides for programs focused on
relief and recovery, legal assistance and
support, and administration of justice in
disaster-impacted communities
(www.txbf.org/emergency-disaster-relief).

I'm genuinely grateful for the incredible
work so many of you are already doing
through pro bono cases, community
education, or simply treating every client
with dignity regardless of their ability to
pay. I would also like to express much
gratitude to our past President, Nick
Pesina, and all of the past Presidents and
board members, for their dedication, time,
and commitment to growing and
strengthening our Bar Association.

Let us continue to move forward with
empathy, determination, and an
unwavering commitment to each other
and to the well-being of our communities.



http://www.smithcountybar.com
http://www.communityfoundation.net
http://www.standwithsantos.org
http://www.txbf.org/emergency-disaster-relief
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WHAT ARE THE LEGAL NEEDS FOLLOWING A DISASTER?

1t0 6 I‘ | 6 MONTHS
MONTHS fo YEARS
AFTER EVENT AFTER EVENT

Housing Housing

» Lease Terminations & Evictions FEMA /SBA Appeals » Foreclosures

» Utility Shutoffs » Landlord-Tenant Issues « Landlord-Tenant Issues

« Security Deposits FEMA /HUD Rent Subsidy Renewals * Flood Insurance Disputes

» Repair Issues Displaced Public Housing Tenant Issues * FEMA Recoupments

« FEMA Applications Foreclosure Prevention « Other Housing Disputes

# Insurance Claims + Real Property Title Clearing & Probate

Section 8 Portability Consumer

Document Replacement o Mabie Moiiss: Ghsilions « Disaster Tax Relief Applications

« Birth Certificates + Repair & Contractor Scams * Bankruptcies

* Driver’s Licenses + Insurance Scams & Claim Disputes

» Social Security Cards + Price Gouging General Civil

» Deeds « Civil & Disability Rights Cases

» Legal Counsel for Community Organizations

Income Protection Access to Public Education While Displaced

* Wage Theft Issues Powers of Attorney (for care of o child or senior)

» Unemployment Applications/Appeals Guardianships & Supportive Decision Making

» Public Benefits Applications/Appeals Emergency Custody Modifications

« SBA Disaster Loan Applications + Parenting Order Modifications (new home /school locations)

» Domestic Violence Issues (including protective orders)

MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM

Graphic credit to the Texas Access to Justice Project

When we think of disaster response, legal assistance and access to
justice are not always top of mind—but they should be. In addition
to the immediate needs of food, clothing, and shelter, those affected
by disasters often face complex legal challenges. From lost
documents and housing issues to insurance claims and probate
matters, survivors need access to professional, ethical legal support
to begin rebuilding their lives.

Learn how you can help: www.texasdisasterlegalhelp.org/volunteer
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LEGAL
RESPONSE
AFTER
DISASTER:
ASSISTING

SURVIVORS
OF THE HILL
COUNTRY
FLOODS

CLE Webinar MONDAY, JULY 21

12:00PM CST
Hosted by Texas RioGrande Legal Aid

and Texas Disaster Legal Task Force Regis’rer in advance.

Hosted by the Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid and the Texas
Disaster Legal Task Force, this one-hour CLE will equip
attorneys with the knowledge to assist survivors in
navigating post-disaster legal issues. Presenters will cover
common civil legal needs after a disaster—such as
housing, benefits, and contractor fraud—as well as recent
changes to FEMA Individual Assistance. Attendees will TRLA CLE
also learn how to connect with legal aid efforts and

support survivors through direct service or referrals.
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THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO
VOTE FOR OUR
SCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS!
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WELCOME TO THE ‘25-26 MEMBERSHIP YEAR!
SIGN UP TODAY AND JOIN THE SCBA!

Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Marisa
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Beall, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Brownlee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert

Campbell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Christie, Carey-
Clark, Collen
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily

Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correa, Lee
Cotten, Jeffrey
Cowart, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian

Craig, James
Crow#ord, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Robert
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Kyle

Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echois, Jim
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler

Gaenzle, Emily
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judit
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesleﬁ
Hindman, Robert
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bi
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hugg er, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Gary
Jones, Mike

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard

Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
McArthur, Patrick
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Minton, John
Mifcheil, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, i\Xondy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie

Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan
Porfer, Leigh
Porter, Madeline
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scoft
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey
Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack
Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stever, Bryan
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thomas, John
Thompson, Blake
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Wharton, Alan
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
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Gelebyating
Hhe
Declayathion
O
Independence

Many thanks to
the Smith
County Criminal
Defense Lawyers
for organizing
and continuing
the annual
reading of the
Declaration of
Independencel
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JULY CLE

Matemal & Fetal Rights in Texas
presented by

Andy Navarro, with the Christus
Mother Frances Health System, lead
us through an intriguing overview

of key US Supreme Court cases,
along with Texas laws in the wake of
the 2022 Dobbs decision.
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Honorabe Bill Bass

The Honorable James William (Bill) Bass, Jr. passed away on June 20. Justice Bass was
a man of incredible intelligence, passion, determination, and wit. He served our
country in the US Army and with NATO forces in Ger many, before going to law
school. It was during law school that he found his passion for pul)lu* service and was
elected to the Texas House of Re presentatives (during his first year, no less!). He was
an advocate for justice, even if it meant going against the grain and going against
those in power. He was a part of the * Dnl\ Ilmt\ in the Texas Hous(‘ lhal changed
the course of politics. He was close fr iends with C ongressman Charlie Wilson and
joined his efforts to take down the USSR and communism across Eastern Europe.
He carried his passion for justice to the 12" Court of Appeals when he was appointed
by Governor Mark White and served until he retired. In 2017, along with receiving
the Smith County Bar Foundation’s Justinian Award, the Texas Senate passed
Resolution #105 in recognition of his incredible service to Texas, Smith County, and
beyond.

Thank you to all who attended his service on June 28 and shared stories about his
incredible life and career. Our community has been blessed by the incredible life of
Justice Bass and we are ever thankful for him!
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Mineola is the place to be! e
- Practicing law in a small town not only offers the *"
chance to build lasting relationships and have =
meaningful impact, it also affords you
opportunities to meet some unique residents!

With offices in Tyler and Mineola, our
established firm is looking for an associate or
of counsel attorney for litigation matters to join
our dynamic team. We are looking for an
ambitious, ethical individual looking for a
partnership track.

Compensation includes salary and bonus based
on production. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Email resume to
bsc@clfpc.com and eph@clfpc.com
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 ATTORNEYS FIRST INSURANCE |
Attorneys First Insurance is a professional liability
agency that specializes in
Lawyers and Title Agent Errors and Omissions,
Malpractice, and Professional Liability.
Quick turn around. Low rates.

New firm? No problem.

Claims? No problem.

No nonsense. No bull. We have you covered.

Email us at debbie@attorneysfirst.com or
sam@attorneysfirst.com; or call us at
7127-799-4321.

www.attorneysfirst.com
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Thank you for your
continued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

W SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

Local Bar Leaders Annual Meeting
July 24-25, Houston

No SCBF Board Meeting!

SCBF Development Committee Meeting
July 22, TBD

No SCYLA Board Meeting!

No SCBA Board Meeting!

Smith County Courthouse Closed
July 4

SCBA Office Closed
July 17-18

July 23 - 25

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning?¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

LAND OF THE FREE,
HOME OF THE BRAVE

The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com
Web site: www.smithcountybar.com
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