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““The Greatest Gift” 
  
There’s something 
about December 
mornings with kids.  
The house smells like 
cinnamon rolls before 
anyone’s even awake.  
Little feet tiptoe down 
the hallway at 5:47 a.m. 

because the calendar says eighteen 
more days until Christmas, and that’s 
basically tomorrow.  Wrapping paper’s 
torn on the corner of one box because 
somebody had to peek. The magic’s 
in the air, and you can’t help but smile. 
  
That feeling of something precious 
being given is what I think about when 
I read about December 15, 1791.  
That’s the day Virginia became the 
eleventh state to ratify the Bill of 
Rights, making it law. The Founders 
wrapped up our freedoms like 
presents and said, “Here. These are 
yours. Merry Christmas, America.” 
  
But getting to that day took a fight.  
George Mason refused to sign the 
Constitution because the original 
document lacked a Bill of Rights.  
Patrick Henry opposed ratification for 
the same reason. They both feared 
the new federal government would 
have too much power and that 
citizens’ rights could be violated 
without a Bill of Rights. These men 
weren’t being difficult. They’d lived 
through British soldiers searching their 
homes and arresting people for 
speaking out. They knew what 
happened when government had too 
much power. Madison listened and 
drafted 19 amendments. The House 
and Senate whittled these down, and 
the states debated for months until 
Virginia became the crucial state to 
ratify ten of the amendments. 
  
Freedom to speak your mind at 

Thanksgiving when your uncle says 
something crazy. Freedom to worship 
without government breathing down 
our necks. The right to a jury trial in 
civil cases, not just criminal.  
Protection from searches without good 
cause. These weren’t abstract 
theories. They were the Founders 
saying, “We remember what tyranny 
felt like, and never again.” 
  
Every one of those rights needs 
lawyers to defend it. Somebody’s got 
to stand up in court and argue that 
speech is protected, even when it’s 
unpopular. Somebody’s got to show 
up for the client who can’t afford a 
lawyer. That’s us. That’s literally our 
job description. 
  
The Bill of Rights isn’t like those toys 
that say “batteries included.” It’s more 
like “assembly required, constant 
maintenance recommended, and 
lawyer needed for actual operation.” 
  
When you take your oath, you swear 
to uphold the Constitution. All of it.  
Most days that oath gets buried under 
deadlines and difficult clients. But 
every time you invoke the Fifth 
Amendment, demand a jury trial in a 
civil case under the Seventh 
Amendment, or argue for due 
process, you’re keeping the promise 
of December 15, 1791. 
  
This Christmas, when you’re watching 
kids tear through wrapping paper at 6 
a.m. or singing slightly off-key carols, 
remember that the best gifts aren’t 
things we unwrap. The best gifts 
require something from us:  gratitude, 
vigilance, and faithfulness. And like 
presents we give our kids, they’re only 
valuable if somebody takes care of 
them. 
  
Merry Christmas, y’all. 

Letter from the SCBA President 

Marisa 
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
December  11, People’s Petroleum Bldg., 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
December 18, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
December 4, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

 

Holiday Extravaganza! December 12 

 

SCBA Office Closed 
December 24-29 

January 1, 2026 

 

 
  

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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