
 

 

www.smithcountybar.com Volume 29,  Issue 2 

The Advocate 

2025 - 2026 
Association 

President 
Marisa Allen 

VP/ President-elect 
Mishae Boren 

Secretary 
Meme Thomas 

Treasurer 
Emily Brown Gaenzle 

 
Directors 2024 - 26 

Amy Blalock 
Monique Hammond 
Hon. Reeve Jackson 

Linda Le Jones 
Archer Ramey 

Nathan Thauwald  
 

Directors 2025 - 27 
Fritz Hager 
Eric Kolder 

Sara McElroy 
Emil Mikkelsen 
Kristina Ross 
Morgan Wood 

 
Ex-Officio 

Nick Pesina 
 

Foundation 
President 

Matt Rowan 
VP/ President-elect 

Leigh Hunt Goodson 
Secretary 

Blake Thompson 
Treasurer 

Will Courington 
 

Directors 2023 - 26 
Hon. Debby Gunter 

Gary Traylor 
Alan Wharton 

 
Directors 2024 - 27 

Hon. Nicole Mitchell 
Danny Noteware 
Micah John Tarry 

Hon. James Worthen 
 

Directors 2025  - 28 
Christina Davis 

LaRhonda Hamilton 
Staton Lottmann 

Matt Millslagle 
Annie Northcutt 
Yaziri Orrostieta 

Andy Stinson 
Betty Young 

 
Ex-Officio 

Mandy Nelson 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow 

Members and 

Friends, 

 

 

Well, here we are in August 

already! Can you believe it? It 

feels like just yesterday the 

school year ended, and now we’re 

watching the kids head back to 

school with their shiny new 

backpacks and wondering why 

we had to fill them with 47 glue 

sticks. There’s something about 

this time of year that fills me 

with optimism about what lies 

ahead and gratefulness for the 

teachers that will be dealing with 

all those glue sticks. 

 

We’ve got a wonderful schedule 

planned that’ll educate, connect 

and inspire us. But here’s my 

challenge to you: bring someone 

along! You know that attorney 

who’s been thinking about 

joining? Invite them. That law 

school friend who just moved to 

town? Bring them as your guest. 

Our association thrives when we 

welcome new faces and fresh 

perspectives. 

 

 

 

Speaking of what lies ahead, I 

want to spotlight the incredible 

work happening right here 

through our Smith County Bar 

Foundation. Under Matt Rowan’s 

leadership, our foundation is 

building our scholarship 

endowment for college students 

interested in the legal field. We 

currently offer two $1,000 

scholarships and are working to 

expand both the number and 

value of these awards. I 

encourage each of you to learn 

more about how you can support 

the foundation’s vital mission. 

 

So as we say goodbye to summer 

and hello to a new season of 

learning and growing together, I 

hope you’ll mark your calendars. 

And most importantly, bring a 

colleague along for the journey. 

 

Here’s to a year filled with 

purpose and fellowship, 

  

 

Letter from the SCBA President 

Marisa Allen 

http://www.smithcountybar.com
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

National Conference of Bar Foundations  
August  14-16, Washington, DC 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
August 13, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
August 21, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
August 28, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

Constitution Day 

September 17, Tyler Junior College, 10a - 1p 

 

SCBA Office Closed 
August 14- 20 

 

 
  

 

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com  

Web site: www.smithcountybar.com  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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