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Speaking of what lies ahead, I
want to spotlight the incredible
work happening right here
through our Smith County Bar

Dear Fellow
Members and

Friends, .
Foundation. Under Matt Rowan’s
leadership, our foundation is
Marisa Allen building our scholarship

endowment for college students

Well, here we are in August interested in the legal field. We

already! Can you believe it? It currently offer two $1,000

feels like just yesterday the scholarships and are working to

school year ended, and now we're  expand both the number and
watching the kids head back to value of these awards. I

school with their shiny new encourage each of you to learn
backpacks and wondering why more about how you can support
we had to fill them with 47 glue the foundation’s vital mission.

sticks. There’s something about
this time of year that fills me

with optimism about what lies So as we say goodbye to summer
ahead and gratefulness for the and hello to a new season of

teachers that will be dealing with  learning and growing together, I
all those glue sticks. hope you’ll mark your calendars.

And most importantly, bring a
colleague along for the journey.
We've got a wonderful schedule
planned that’ll educate, connect
and inspire us. But here’s my Here’s to a year filled with
challenge to you: bring someone purpose and fellowship,
along! You know that attorney
who’s been thinking about
joining? Invite them. That law ' (\/,
school friend who just moved to ‘ !
town? Bring them as your guest. ' 1 | '
Our association thrives when we ,I / L \ |
welcome new faces and fresh r
perspectives.
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THE SCBA WELCOMES YOU TO OUR AUGUST CLE AT

WILLOW BROOK COUNTRY CLUB:

NAME, IMAGE, & LIKENESS (NIL):
Sports Law as Hot as the Texas Summer

PRESENTED BY

JUSTIN JONES
Fee, Smith & Sharp, LLP !IEH?:;’E
e 374

Willow Brook Country Club |12 -1

Lunch included with registration fee.
[1.0 hour of CLE credit, with .5 ethics]

|| registering t“roug” our WeBSIte, p|ease maEe sure to |O In to

yourmember account first! If you have problems or would Tike to
pay at the event, email Beth at ed@smithcountybar.com .
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Mark your calendars for

CONSTITUTION DAY 2025
Wednesday, September 17 | 10am

at the Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center

Dad W™ N oW

2

Ao

on the campus of Tyler Junior College

N TIeWE &

The Smith County Bar Foundation and Tyler Junior
College are proud to host an opportunity for school
groups and Tﬁe general public to witness the
appellate process in action and see the Constitution
at work.

L AET N .

This year’s Constitution Day will feature oral

arguments in front of the Twelfth Court of Appeals.

Invite your family, bring your kids’ and grandkids’

school groups, share this with your neighbors! It will

be an excelFenT opportunity for people to learn about
L the appellate process and our judicial system.

N ot

RN

X

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES now available!
Contact Beth for more information
(beth@smithcountybar.com)

-
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111[ SMITH COUNTY BAR

FQUNDATION

CONSTITUTION DAY Oral Arguments with the

September 17, 2025 Twelfth Court of Appeals

on the campus of Tyler Junior College

Name to be listed on materials:

Contact person:

Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone number: Email:

Payment options:
O Check enclosed

(make payable to Smith County Bar Foundation)
O Paid online

O Please send invoice

PO Box 7248 903.526.2700
Tyler, TX 75711 www.smithcountybar.com
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It’s Make-a-Will Month

Safeguard Your Legacy: a reminder for every Texas Attorney

As members of the legal profession, we understand the value of planning
ahead, protecting our clients, and promoting access to justice. But in the rush
of daily practice, we sometimes overlook the most fundamental planning step
for ourselves and our families: creating a will. August is Make-A-Will Month, a
timely opportunity to reflect on the importance of this foundational legal tool
—not just for our clients, but for ourselves, our families, and our communities.

As attorneys, we know better than most the consequences of dying intestate.
Yet, studies consistently show that a surprising number of lawyers—those of us
trained to protect others—have not executed even the most basic estate
planning documents for ourselves. A valid will does more than distribute
assets. It appoints guardians for minor children, names executors, minimizes
family conflict, and ensures that a person’s wishes—not the laws of intestacy—
govern the future. For those of us who work in probate and estate litigation, we
have seen firsthand how costly and divisive the absence of a will can be. As
members of the legal profession, we are uniquely positioned to demystify the
estate planning process and help reduce the staggering percentage of
Americans who remain without a will.

Let’s use August as a time not just to remind—but to act. Here are a few simple
steps we can take this month:

» Lead by example: If you don’t have a will, take the time to make one. If you
do, review it to ensure it reflects current circumstances and Texas law.
Encourage your partners, associates and administrative staff to do the same.

« Educate others: Share resources with clients and colleagues to encourage
basic estate planning.

» Give back: Participate in or help organize pro bono will clinics, particularly
for veterans, seniors, or underserved Texans.

A will is one of the most empowering legal tools available. It speaks when we
no longer can, ensures our wishes are followed, and provides clarity for those
we leave behind. As attorneys, we are in a unique position to promote this
message across every practice area. Let’s use Make-A-Will Month to protect
our own legacies—and help others protect theirs.

Leigh Hunt Goodson, JD, LL.M.
Member, Smith County Bar Association
President-Elect, Smith County Bar Foundation
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HOW CAN WE HELP?

After a major natural disaster, many attorneys and legal professionals want
to use their skills and knowledge to assist those impacted. Here are tips
to consider on how to volunteer following a natural disaster.

- Follow the Lead of Local Legal Aid Providers. Local staff are busy
assessing, formulating, and implementing their post disaster plans. Local
pro bono staff will make a call to action as volunteers are needed.

- Be Patient. While there is urgency following a disaster, the pro bono
opportunities may not be immediately available. Some volunteer
opportunities may be immediate, such as attending a disaster recovery
center to provide initial advice and assistance; some will happen within a
couple of weeks, such as assisting with FEMA appeals and the underlying
issues; and some will be long term, such as foreclosure prevention.

- Be Prepared. Waiting for pro bono opportunities is the best time to
prepare. Educational materials are available through Texas Disaster Legal
Help, a collaboration between Lone Star Legal Aid, Legal Aid of NorthWest
Texas, and Texas RioGrande Legal Aid. These materials are designed to
improve the mobilization of pro bono volunteers during the immediate
aftermath of a disaster. Registration is required.

« Sign Up for Opportunities. Pro bono opportunities will be shared in
multiple locations; however, signing up for a newsletter is the fastest way
to learn about them. In addition to Texas Disaster Legal Help, you can also
sign up directly with Lone Star Legal Aid, www.lonestarlegal.org/volunteer.
Be sure to complete the Newsletter sign-up after registering as a
volunteer.

- Consider a Non-Disaster Case. As legal aid staff attorney resources are
diverted to serving disaster survivors, other legal needs may not be met
due to limited staff resources. By volunteering on a non-disaster matter,
you will be assisting in disaster relief efforts.

[Article written by Jessie G. Campbell, Lone Star Legal Aid. Find out more
at https.texasdisasterlegalhelp.org]
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Appreciation

Rick’s on the Square
July 2025

Thank you to all who came out to
celebrate the Smith County Bar
Foundation’s President’s Circle!
Throughout our history, we have had
incredible groups of donors that have seen
the need to ensure access to justice and the
value of having a Bar Foundation in Smith
County. 2025 was no exception! We had
more than 45 donors show their support
and commitment to the Smith County Bar
Foundation and our programs such as
People’s Law School, scholarships for
students interested in legal professions,
volunteer attorney programs, and more.
President’s Circle donors keep our mission
alive and help us expand our programs.
For 2025-26 fiscal year, we have some new
things on the horizon. Keep an eye out for
ways you can get involved!
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PLATINUM
Craig Adams
Michael J. McNally
Gary Traylor

GOLD
Marisa Allen
Dobbs & Porter
Mary Endres
Hon. Judith Guthrie
David Hudson
Jim Huggler
Mike Patterson
Laurie Rossman
R.W. Fair Foundation
Blake Thompson

SILVER
Tab Beall
Raymond W. Cozby, lli
Rachael Griffith
Mandy Nelson
Todd Parker
Woody Roark
Matt Rowan
Steve Spitzer
Dallas Tharpe
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BRONZE
Stephen Baskind
John F. Berry
Amy Blalock
Paul Boyd
Patricia Coplan
Shannon Dacus
Hon. Diane DeVasto, Ret.
Hon. Sam Griffith, Ret.
Bill Hommel
Hon. Brian Hoyle
Alan Jackson
Collin Maloney
Bobby Mims
Judge Nicole Mitchell
Srav Muralidhar
Nick Pesina
Deborah Race
Jim Robertson
Tim Simpson
Wes Volberding
Alan Wharton
Hon. James T. Worthen
Trey Yarbrough
Ruth Yeager
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WELCOME TO THE ‘25-26 MEMBERSHIP YEAR
HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Marisa
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Beall, Tab
Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye

Bracken, Jr., Ashley

Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Brown[ee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Bush, David

Campbell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey-
Clark, Collen
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correa, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffrey
Cowart, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crawford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina

Davis, Hon. Leonard

Davis, Robert
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl

DeVasto, Hon. Diane

Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Kyle
Drott, N)cl:fclie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echzis, ﬁ)im
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emily
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judi’tK
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesle
Hindman, %oberf
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Huggler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Gary
Jones, Mike

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Greg
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
McArthur, Patrick
McDonald, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Minton, John
Mitchell, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, rXondy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie

Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan
Porfer, Gre%
Porter, Leig
Porter, Madeline
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scoft
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey

Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack

Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stever, Bryan
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Wharton, Alan
White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
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PRESIDENT-ELECT
MISHAE BOREN

SECRETARY
MEME THOMAS

TREASURER
EMILY GAENZLE

2024 - 2026 DIRECTORS
AMY BLALOCK
MONIQUE HAMMOND
HON. REEVE JACKSON
LINDA JONES
ARCHER RAMEY
NATHAN THAUWALD

2025 -2027 DIRECTORS
FRITZ HAGER
ERIC KOLDER
SARA MCELROY
EMIL MIKKELSEN
KRISTINA ROSS
MORGAN WOOD
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NICK PESINA
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2023 =~ 2026 DIREC TORS
HON. DEBBY GUNTER
GARY TRAYLOR
ALAN WHARTON

2024 - 2027 DIRECTORS
HON. NICOLE MITCHELL
DANNY NOTEWARE
MICAH JOHN TARRY
HON. JAMES WORTHEN

2025 - 2028 DIRECTORS
CHRISTINA DAVIS
LARHONDA HAMILTON
STATON LOTTMAN
MATT MILLSLAGLE
ANNIE NORTHCUTT
YAZIRI ORROSTIETA
ANDY STINSON
BETTY YOUNG

EX-OFFICIO
MANDY NELSON
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PRESIDENT
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PRESIDENT~ELECT
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SECRETARY/TREASURER
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DIRECTORS

CATE BARTLES
JUSTIN CHAMBERS
LILY COOL
TYLER FRIEDSON
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CASEY SIRIANNI
KASEY SIRIANNI
PROMISE TRUJILLO
MORGAN WOOD
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2025
LOCAL BAR LEADERS
CONFERENCE

The State Bar of Texas’ Local Bar Services
committee hosts hundreds of Bar leaders
from across the state every July. Itis a
great opportunity to hear from the State
Bar, learn from other Bar Associations,
and win some cool baskets!

Did you know that August 4 is Chocolate Chip
Cookie Day? If you're looking try some darn
good cookies, give the former Smith County
Law Librarian, Kristen Marquez, a shout!

Find her on Facebook at Kristen's Kitchen
Mastery.
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A

ATTORNEYS FIRST INSURANCE
Attorneys First Insurance is a professional liability
agency that specializes in

Lawyers and Title Agent Errors and Omissions,
Malpractice, and Professional Liability.

Quick turn around. Low rates.
New firm? No problem.
Claims? No problem.

No nonsense. No bull. We have you covered.

Email us at sam@attorneysfirst.com;
or call us at 727-799-4321.
www.attorneysfirst.com

A

ATTORNEYS FIRST INSURANCE

W
“l only wish | had found them sooner!”

Laura A. Vogel, Esq.
Licensed Real Estate Attorney

Their quote - $7,927.00
Our quote - $4,055.00
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Thank you for your
confinued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

VOLUME 29, ISSUE 2

SMITH COUNTY BAR

|| FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

National Conference of Bar Foundations
August 14-16, Washington, DC

SCBF Board Meeting
August 13, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
August 21, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

SCBA Board Meeting
August 28, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

Constitution Day

September 17, Tyler Junior College, 10a - 1p

SCBA Office Closed
August 14- 20

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning?¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

‘_’/ 3
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The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com
Web site: www.smithcountybar.com
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